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This is a transcribed issue in order to create 
a usable electronic format. The masthead 
information is of our current design; the 
articles below are what appeared when this 
issue was printed. 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

By Albert Thayer Morton 
 
   This family is made up of a great group of 
people. Our annual meeting was a 
spectacular success, with well over 100 
attending; a large and enthusiastic crowd of 
Thayers gathering in the town our ancestors 
called home. With good management, we 
were able to keep business considerations 
efficiently streamlined, and kept the focus of 
family and reunion. 
   Following this successful format, let me 
first briefly tell you about a few changes in 
TFA leadership. Some of our hardworking 
volunteers have family and personal needs, 
which require their attention, and rightly so. 
   Paul Thayer, our Membership Chairman, 
found in necessary to step back from his 

duties. Though these will be big shoes to 
fill, I was confident that someone would 
step up to the plate and continue Paul�s 
excellent work, and I am pleased to 
announce Retta Thayer, of Salem, OR as 
our new Membership Chairman. 
   Raymond (Rick) Thayer, of Braintree, has 
balanced the demanding responsibilities of 
both Secretary and Treasurer since the 
untimely death of Phil Thayer in February 
of 1993. All of you will be familiar with 
Rick�s commitment to the TFA; he has been 
many TFA�s members� first introduction to 
the organization, managed the business of 
membership renewals and correspondence, 
and tirelessly organized our very successful 
annual meetings. 
   Elected to fill Rick�s position are C. 
Russell (Russ) Thayer, as Secretary; and 
Judith (Judy) Young-Thayer serving as 
Treasurer. Judy and Russ were pressed into 
service and, with great generosity, assumed 
the roles immediately. Marilynn Strand, 
Director, has also resigned, due to family 

needs. Marilynn�s counsel will be sorely 
missed, and Elizabeth Parker Vaulin of 
Spanish Fort, Alabama, has been elected to 
finish Marilynn�s term. I would like to thank 
the nominating committee for finding, and 
nominating these three EXCELLENT 
people to carry on business of TFA. 
   That said, I can continue with highlights 
from our week in Braintree. Patricia Thayer 
Muno and I enjoyed taping a segment on the 
TFA with a local cable TV station. Tricia�s 
delightful �on camera� personality too the 
heat of me, and hopefully copies of this 
interview will be available to TFA members 
for a nominal cost. 
   You�ll be glad to know that the TFA 
vigorously supported Braintree�s local 
restaurant economy during our visit. This 
informal survey of almost every dining 
establishment in the area did more than 
fill our stomachs - rubbing elbows at the 
table and passing the salt encouraged new 
friendships and renewed others. 

Continued page 2    
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TRICIA�S LIST OF ATTENDEES 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   This is my list of attendees at the 
reunion. Most of these I can help identify 
in the photo. Those with asterisk in front 
of there names, I am unsure of, but my 
name tag list indicates they were there. 
There may be some last minute folks that 
I did not know about. Raymond 
Alexander (Rick East) Thayer will be 
your best bet for this info. 
   Last year we spent weeks trying to 
identify everyone in the group photo. I 
decided to forgo that this year, but still 
wanted to list the attendees who may or 
may not be pictured on the cover.  Editor. 
 
Eric Bartholomay, North Kingstown, RI 
Lynne Thayer Bartholomay, North 
Kingstown, RI 
*Barbara Chandler, Rockland, MA 
*Burton Thayer Chandler, Rockland, MA 
Dawn Thayer Chandler, Battle Creek, MI 
Kevin Wayne Chandler, Battle Creek, MI 
Helen Thayer Chappell, Andover, MA 
*Kay Aldrich Dion, Hancock, VT 
David Noble Dittman, Westport, CT 
Ray Dixon, Washington, DC 
Susan Jane Gardner, Leominster, MA 
June Alice Gibbs, VT 
Nancy Lee Gregg, Buffalo, NY 
Carolyn Hale, Springfield, MA 
Shirley Gardner Hansen, Bellevue, WA 
Constance Harmon, Enfield, CT 
William Colby Harmon, Enfield, CT 
Virginia Nash Holly, Braintree, MA 
Trevor Joy Johnson, Boston, MA 
Zaida Thayer June, Shelton, CT 
Robert Alden Knighton, Randolph, MA 
Ruth Kyle, Pittsburgh, PA 
Betty Lindblom, Uxbridge, MA 
Peter Lindblom, Uxbridge, MA 
Brad Townsend Lovell, Milford, MA 
Jeffrie Holmes Lovell, Milford, MA 
Lyn Marshia Lovell, Milford, MA 
Julianna Thayer Lunetta, Shelton, CT 
*Geraldine Malmberg, Raynham, MA 
Marcia Thayer McGhee, St. Petersburg, FL 
Bille E. Thayer Miller, Washington, DC 
Albert Thayer Morton, Penfield, NY 
Carolyn Morton, Penfield, NY 
Patricia Thayer Muno, Beaverton, OR 
*Marjorie Flagg Myrick, Monument  
Beach, MA 
*Barbara Thayer O�Conner, Auburndale, MA 
*Glenna Paananen, Brockton, MA 
*Dennis Neil Reed, Quincy, MA 
David Reese, Ventura, CA 
 

Photo courtesy Betty Thayer Lindbolm 
Seated left to right: Raymond Alexander Thayer, 
past Secretary/Treasurer; Albert Thayer Morton, 
President; David Manville Thayer, Director; Richard 
Allen Thayer, Editor; Patricia Thayer Muno, 
Historian/Genealogist. 
 
Thayer Phillips Reese, Ventura, CA 
Elizabeth Sharon Rogalia, Skaneateles, 
NY 
Andrea Sault, Quincy, MA 
Peter R. Sault, Quincy, MA 
Dorothy Thayer Sharon, Skaneateles, NY 
John William Sharon, Skaneateles, NY 
*Ann Robin Shimmel, Hancock, VT 
Anna Siler 
Theresa Thayer Tait, Detroit, MI 
C. Russell Thayer, Hanover, MA 
Carol Nelson Thayer, Hanover, MA 
Curtis Ross Thayer, Freeland, MI 
David Manville Thayer, Dundee, IL 
Donna Hanneman Thayer, Freeland, MI 
*Eleanor Thayer, Auburndale, MA 
Eleonor Thayer, Sun City Center, FL 
Frederic Judson Thayer, East Sandwich, MA 
Harvey Lew Thayer, Inver Grove, MN 
Henry Jerome Thayer, Hampton, VA 
James Leslie A. Thayer, Sun City Center, FL 
Jeffrey Lee Thayer, Pittsburgh, PA 
Jennifer Marie Thayer, NY 
Judith L. Young-Thayer, Hampton, VA 
Larissa Anne Thayer, Cohasset, MA 
Lee Oakes Thayer, Dundee, IL 
Margaret O�Dell Thayer, Staunton, VA 
Mavis Studley Thayer, North Quincy, MA 
Millicent Sherman Thayer, Kensington, CA 
Paul Goodwin Thayer, Hanover, VA 
Philip Kilborn Thayer, Belmont, MA 
R. A. (Rick) Thayer, North Quincy, MA 
Richard Allen Thayer, Bremerton, WA 
Robert Allan Thayer, Rochester, NY 
Robert Douglas Thayer, Mooresville, NC 
Robert Nathaniel Thayer, Chicago, IL 
Samuel W. M. Thayer, Winchester, MA 
Scott Edward Thayer, Worcester, MA 

Teressa Radford Thayer, Mooresville, NC 
Verne Louis Thayer, Milford, MA 
William Henry, Braintree, MA 
William Russell Thayer, Longmeadow, MA 
*Milford Waddop, Boston, MA 
Malcom Chandler Walker, Braintree, MA 
*Sandra Johnson Warner, Boston, MA 
Anna V. Weber, Springfield, VA 
Brandon Wilson, Dorchester, MA 
Gail Marie Wilson, Boston, MA 
 

Message From The President 
(continued from page 1) 

 
   Braintree offers a unique opportunity 
for Thayer descendants to see the 
countryside our ancestors loved, visit the 
churches in which they worshiped, and 
pay our respects where they rest. For 
researches, there is a wealth of 
information at hand. My hope is that our 
TFA Annual Meeting will, in the future, 
continue to focus on reuniting a family. I 
sincerely hope to see you there. 
 

Thank You From Your Editor 
 

   Thank you to all those who worked so 
hard to make our annual meeting a 
success. I opened my remarks at the 
meeting by stating I arrived after a long 
journey, not only one of time and 
distance, but of personal relationships 
along the way. I finally got to meet many 
of you whom I have corresponded with 
for so long. It was a rare treat. I asked 
everyone with whom I talked for stories 
for this newsletter. I hope to hear from all 
of you. 

Rick 
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REFLECTIONS OF TFA 
REUNION 1997 

By Thayer Phillips Reese 
 

   My husband, David, and I arrived several 
days ahead of the meetings and toured 
Braintree and vicinity. Thayer name is 
prominent: Thayer Academy, Thayer 
Library, Thayer House, home of General 
Sylvanus Thayer, all interesting sites. 
Braintree is a busy small fast growing town, 
still retaining the sense of history in its side 
streets with lovely old homes, large and 
small, churches, and cemeteries. At Elm 
Street Cemetery we found the grave of Rev. 
Storrs, prominent and beloved minister of 
the First Congressional Church, who 
married my gr. gr. grandmother, Lydia 
Thayer and Robert Howe in 1862. Many of 
the old Thayer Families are also buried 
there. Don�t miss it. 
   The first Thayers we met were at our hotel 
the day before the meeting including our 
Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer 
Muno, and we were warmly and I felt at 
home with them all. Several I had many 
email conversations with, so we really knew 
each other� a lively, friendly group. I was 
amazed that my first name, Thayer, was as 
much a conversation piece as when meeting 
strangers� I became �you�re the one� ---the 
only first name Thayer present and a 
woman, too. It was all in fun and I joked 
that even in my own family I am unique. 
That evening we all enjoyed dinner together 
at what became our favorite restaurant, 
Jimbo�s, en-route to Thayer Academy. 
   The next day we helped with the set-up 
and registration of attendees, a great way to 
meet and great cousins and to observe 
Thayers in action. Marcia Thayer McGhee 
and her large family set up the display of 
memorabilia of our members. The oldest 
member of our family present was grandpa, 
age 90. We worked with Robert Allen 
Thayer, an intelligent and witty Thayer, who 
had just returned from Thornbury, the only 
member who made the trip. He reported his 
adventure at the meeting later. 
   It was interesting to me that I saw many 
family resemblance�s, both in physical 
appearance and especially personalities of 
my family members and those I had heard 
about. Are the genes still at work? I 
probably embarrassed some of our Thayers 
by taking pictures of them for my album. 
   Judy Thayer, our T-shirt gal was 
everywhere helping in every capacity, 
husband, Jerry, was a great help too. 

   Of course, Tricia was constantly in 
motion. How does she ever sit at her 
computer for hours? She is so active and 
such a giving person. Rick, our host was 
checking to see that all was well with us. He 
is a special Thayer, and I felt I knew him 
well from our e-mails notes. Our Recruiting 
Chairman, David Manville Thayer and his 
wife, we were great to meet, since I had 
helped with the recruiting and still do. 
    We had a delicious buffet luncheon 
before going into the Thayer Academy 
Library for our official meeting with about 
100 in attendance. We heard the results of 
many hours of work behind the scenes done 
by our dedicated board members. Al 
Morton, our able aid genial President 
presided. Invocation was given by our 
Chaplain, Rev. Russ Thayer, another llively 
Thayer. Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer 
Sec/Treas and early member of TFA 
received a special award for many years of 
dedicated service. Patricia gave an inspiring 
talk to make us proud of our heritage and 
dedication to ongoing family research and 
cooperation. She buzzed around handing out 
awards for everything she could think of, 
making us all feel special. What a gal--
appreciate her�. Mrs. H. Hobart Holly, 
widow of H. Hobart Holly, co-founder of 
TFA, historian/genealogist and mentor was 
introduced and welcomed as a tribute to her 
late husband. 
   The last evening Host Rick Thayer led a 
motorcade to Amelia�s Restaurant on 
Quincy Bay, upstairs, with a beautiful view 
of the Bay and a sunset view of the Boston 
skyline. We enjoyed a wonderful buffet 
dinner and good company at numerous 
tables of Thayers. y. President Malcolm 
Walker joined our table for dinner and it 
was nice to see him as he was not well. He 
is now recuperating from surgery and we 
wish him well. He was another of my 
correspondents, so I was glad to meet him in 
person. He had arranged for all of us to tour 
the Thayer House owned by the Braintree 
Historical Society in which he is Overseer. 
The evening was a high note to end a 
Successful 1997 Reunion. Come next year, I 
recommend it. 
 

ABSTRACT OF MINUTES 
By Judith L. Young-Thayer 

 
   �President Al Morton presented the 
TFA-Board recommendations for changes 
and additions to the by-laws, and brought 
them to the TFA-Membership for 
approval. By a voice vote, the TFA-

Membership approved these changes and 
additions to the by laws. 
   �Briefly, these issues are: 
   �1. QUORUM: In order for five or 
members to hold a meeting, a ten (10) days 
written notice must be sent to the whole 
TFA membership. 
   �2. OFFICERS: Officers presently serve 
two year terms. Recommend TFA By-laws 
be amended: 
i. Beginning in 1998, officers serve one (1) 
year term or until replaced. 
ii. Directors be elected for two (2) year 
terms, but three (3) will be elected in one 
year, and three in the next years, so as to 
provide overlapping terms of office to 
provide continuity. 
iii. Officers will serve on the TFA-Board of 
Directors, but will NOT be known as 
Directors; they will be known as officers: a. 
Secretary, b. Treasurer, c. Vice President, d. 
President. 
   Thus, the TFA-Board of Directors will 
comprise three (3) officers and six (6) 
directors as required by the TFA-By-laws. 
   �3. PROXY VOTES: Proxy votes can be 
used at meetings of TFA Board of Directors 
ONLY. Proxy votes are NOT accepted at 
general TFA-Membership meetings. 
   �Two further reports were given by the 
TFA-Special Projects Chairperson, Judith 
(�Judy�) L. Young-Thayer of Hampton, 
VA. 
   �1. TFA-Tee Shirt Project: in nine months, 
TFA sold 308 tee shirts for a TFA-
Comprehensive fund raising total of 
$2,164.57. 
   �2. Window Sticker Project (see 
attachment �I.�), proposed by David 
Manville Thayer and approved by TFA 
Board. There were 934 stickers delivered, of 
which abut 600 will be to TFA members 
with new and renewing membership. In one 
year, each TFA member should receive this 
�thank you� for belonging to TFA. The rest 
of the TFA stickers will be sold at $2.00 
each ($2.50, by mail, for the first one to 
include postage.) 
 
   �3. TFA-embroidered patches, were 
approved by the TFA Board, but delivery 
could not be made by the date of the TFA 
meeting on 21 June 1997. This project 
will be picked up later in the year. The 
patches will be made available to TFA 
membership for $10.00 each.�    Judy. 
 
   Note: Final price for the patches has yet 
to be determined. See insert.   Editor. 
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T-shirt Project a Great Success 
By Elizabeth Parker Vaulin 

 
   �Jerry tells me I volunteered,� states Judith 
(Judy) Thayer, the TFAs Special Projects 
Chairman and, more recently, Acting 
Treasurer, when asked how she came to 
manage the highly successful TFA T-shirt 
sale. 
   Inspired by Patricia Muno�s design on a 
handful of shirts Tricia brought to the 1996 
TFA Annual Meeting, Judy immediately saw 
potential for a fundraiser. After the meeting 
concluded, Judy and husband Jerry Thayer put 
more thought to the project, and proposed 
several ways of managing the fundraiser to the 
TFA Board. For a number of reasons, the 
Board was unwilling to initiate the project. 
   But their analysis and proposals had 
convinced Judy and Jerry that the fundraiser 
was worth it, so they put up their own money 
to get things off the ground. The T-shirt project 
or, as Judy would dub it, the �TFA-TSP� was 
launched the summer of 1996. 
   �I decided to educate myself. I called a 
dozen or more T-shirt printers in the area. 
It�s not easy or simple, as there were so 
many considerations such as artists fees, 
color separations, and, types of printing 
processes, which had to be decided. 
   �We finally decided to work with T-Body 
Promotions, whose bottom line costs 
sounded the best.� 
   With a local contractor in their Hampton, 
Virginia hometown, Judy was able to work 
closely with all phases of production. 
Advice and feedback were helpfully offered 
by Jim Shaheen, owner of T-Body 
Promotions, regarding art and production. 
However, the breakdown of sizes, and the 
quantities, to make up the minimum were two 
of many details Judy and Jerry had to figure 
out. There were also the logistics of filling 
orders and shipping the shirts to buyers. 
   Once the minimum order of 155 shirts was 
ready, TQ Editor, Rick Thayer, used Tricia 
Muno�s lovely design to produce an elegant 
flyer for the T-shirt, which was sent to the 
TFA membership in September, 1996. 
Rodney Lee (Lee) Thayer, the TFA 
Homepage editor, featured a sketch of the 
shirt in the website, with an order form that 
could be downloaded, printed, and sent it. 
   Both marketing efforts produced dramatic 
results. 
   The proposal was to get the TFA-TSP into 
production in time for TFA-ers to buy fir 
Christmas. That was an excellent strategy. 
Orders came in so quickly, the TFA had to 
make a second order to fill requests. 

 
   Judy had, in the initial research phase of the 
project, spent several hours a day for a week or 
more working on the TFA-TSP. Production 
meant a relative lull, with only a few hours 
necessary here and there. Once the orders 
came rolling in, Judy devoted several hours a 
day to mange the paperwork, wrap, package, 
and ship the shirts. Jerry Thayer pitched in 
with double-checking the orders. The large 
orders were sent UPS, to take advantage of 
better shipping and insurance rates. The 
second order, made in response to demand, 
was for 144 more shirts. 
   Exactly a year after the notion for the 
TFA-TSP was conceived, Judy presented 
her final report on the venture to the TFA at 
the 1997 Annual Meting. With all expenses 
paid, the project cleared $2,164.57. Judy 
suggested that the TFA consider repeating 
the effort in a year or two. �Much to my 
surprise, however, the TFA membership 
voted to approve a continuation of the 
present TFA project.� 
   The T-shirt shows a fine sailing vessel 
cresting the waves, with the motto, �Proud 
to be a Thayer!� We can also be proud of 
Jerry and Judy Thayer, who have given so 
generously of their time to make these shirts 
a reality. 
    
   Judy and Jerry are at it again! Final 
details coming together as I write this note. 
See the insert in this issue for four 
additional products being sold to raise 
money for our Publication Fund. 
   I would also like to add my personal note 
of thanks to Judy and Jerry for driving me 
everywhere during the several days I was in 
Braintree, MA for our reunion and annual 
meeting. 
   Jerry has just submitted a terrific story 
that he wrote which I hope to include in the 
next issue. 
   Judy is the first woman on the left, second 
row, of our group shot on the cover. Jerry is 
the last man on the right, last row. 
   Thank you also, Elizabeth, for recognizing 
all the work this couple is doing and 
volunteering to write this article.  Ed. 

SECRETARY/TREASURER RESIGNS 
 

   �Following our Sixth Annual Meeting and 
related functions during THAYER WEEK 
in Braintree from June 18 through June 22, I 
recall meeting and being introduced to 
several interesting and eager members all of 
whom will make excellent candidates for 
Board Members whether as an Officer, a 
Director or as volunteers on one or more of 
the growing numbers of committees. I have 
held the offices of Secretary and Treasurer 
since the untimely death of one of the three 
Founders, Philip Standish Thayer, Sr. in 
February of 1993. My work was becoming 
increasingly more difficult and complicated 
for one person to handle and I decided to 
hand my two torches on to others. 
   �I pledge to remain an active member and 
assist wherever I can be useful. I welcome 
any and all correspondence from any of you. 
I might add, we have already begun the 
planning of our next proposed Annual 
Meeting, our 7th, on June 27, 1998 at Thayer 
Academy in Braintree. 
   �I thank all of you for your support over 
the past four and a half years.� 
 
Sincerely, 
Raymond Alexander (RickEast) Thayer 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE EDITOR 
By Richard Allen Thayer 

 
   I want to publicly thank Raymond Alexander 
(Rick) Thayer for his dedicated service to TFA 
for more than four years. 
   For many of us our first contact with TFA 
was through Rick. I have been on the inside of 
many communications which were necessary 
to keep this organization running after the 
death of Phil Thayer. There was literally no 
one to pick up the pieces and keep the 
organization going. Rick too the TFA ball and 
ran with it. In fact, Rick was doing such a good 
job of running the �home office� we took 
advantage of him by keeping the offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer combined. Clearly this 
is too much work for an organization of our 
size, but Rick never complained. 
   I can report to you that Rick has been one 
of the strongest supports of this newsletter. 
Rick authorized and paid the bills for 
everything that was needed to bring this 
publication to the membership. Further, he 
has been, and continues to be one of my 
most frequent contributors of material for 
publication. I know he will continue to be a 
strong supporter of TFA. 
Well done old friend!        Rick Thayer, Editor 



5 

General Sylvanus Thayer 
By Paul Goodwin Thayer 

 
�The Father of the U.S. Military Academy� 

�The Father of Engineering Education 
in the U.S.� 

 
    Sylvanus Thayer was born on June 9, 
1785 at Braintree, Massachusetts, the fifth 
of seven surviving children born to 
Nathaniel and Dorcas (Faxon) Thayer. 
Sylvanus was the seventh generation in 
direct line from Richard Thayer, the 
immigrant ancestor who came from 
Thornbury, England to settle in Braintree 
about 1640. His lineage is as follows: 
Sylvanus7, Nathaniel6, Caleb5, Nathaniel4-3, 
Richard2-1. At the age of eight Sylvanus, to 
help his family economically, was sent to 
Washington, New Hampshire to live with 
his mother�s brother Azariah and his wife 
Rhoda, who were childless. Azariah Faxon 
was a soldier of the American Revolution, 
and he impressed upon Sylvanus that sturdy 
character was required by the blows of 
obstacles, and by sharp and persistent 
struggle. 
   At the age of seventeen he followed the 
example of his soldier uncle and began 
teaching in the district school. In Sept., 1803 
he was admitted to Dartmouth College with 
�honorable mention�. During his senior year 
he led his class and was chosen to give the 
valedictory, but before his graduation he 
received an appointment to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point and was ordered to 
report immediately. A year later, Feb 23, 
1808 he was graduated from West Point, the 
most brilliant cadet in his class, and became 
a Second Lieutenant of Engineers. 
   Lt. Thayer was appointed Chief Engineer 
on various assignments during the War of 
1812, and for his distinguished work was 
promoted to Major, and was sent to France 
for two years to examine European military 
schools and fortifications. The knowledge 
he gained during this period prepared him 
superbly for his next assignment. Upon his 
return to the U.S. he was ordered to West 
Point to become, at the age of 32, its 
fourth superintendent. He remained in this 
position for sixteen years (1817-1833) 
during which he created a new academy, 
converting the ineffective military school 
into on of the great military schools of the 
world, which it has been ever since. The 
so-called Thayer Method of Education 
was to establish small classes in which 
�every cadet recites in every subject every 
day.� His years of superintendency have 
often been called the �Golden Age� of the 
U.S. Military Acadamy. He resigned from  

 
Photo courtesy Braintree Historical Society 

 
General Sylvanus Thayer 

 
West Point in 1833 became of difference 
with President Andrew Jackson, who he 
felt was undermining discipline by, 
among other things, reinstating dismissed 
students. He had established an honor 
code system at West Point in which the 
cadets were �guardians of their honesty,� 
a system copied by many leading 
American colleges and universities. 
   During the next ten years Major Thayer 
designed and constructed major 
fortifications in the Boston area, for which 
he was considered the greatest engineer in  

Thayer Hall at West Point Military Academy 
Photo Courtesy Braintree Historical Society 

the military service. In Dec., 1843 he 
returned to Europe to study the state of 
fortifications and military science there. 
Upon his return to the U.S. he received 
many honorary degrees, including Doctor 
of Law, from both Dartmouth and Harvard. 
He was given the command of the Corps of 
Engineers with title Chief Engineer of the 
United States. He retired from active 
service on June 1, 1863, having served for 
more than forty-five years. At that time he 
was brevetted by President Abraham 
Lincoln, Brigadier General. 
   Sylvanus Thayer spent the last nine 
years of his life in the town of his birth, 
Braintree, Mass. where he lived with his 
youngest sister Livia and her husband Dr. 
Jonathan Wild in a house on the present 
site of Thayer Academy, which was built 
by fluids left him for that purpose in his 
will. He also left fluids for the 
establishment and, maintenance of a 
Town Library in Braintree. In 1867 he 
made a benefaction of approximately 
$100,000 to endow the Thayer School of 
Engineering at Dartmouth, and a Library 
of 2,000 volumes on military science, 
architecture and civil engineering. He 
died on Sept., 2, 1872 at the age of eighty-
seven and was buried beside his parents at 
the First Congressional Church in 
Braintree. However, five years later his 
remains were transferred to the Military 
Academy at West Point, and a suitable 
monument erected near his grave.  

Continued page 6 
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General Sylvanus (cont.) 
   He remained a bachelor throughout his 
lifetime and thus left no descendants. 
   In 1965 he was elected to the Hall of Fame 
for Great Americans. An inscribed bronze 
tablet and a portrait bust of Sylvanus are 
located in the open-air colonnade on the Bronx 
campus of New York University. A replica of 
his bust may be seen in the entrance hall of the 
main building of Thayer Academy at 
Braintree. 
   The Thayer name is a known and respected 
by all graduates of West Point. Every year 
graduates of the U.S. Military Academy from 
around the world come to West Point to pay 
their respects to Colonel Sylvanus Thayer, the 
Father of the Military Academy. Yet the 
ceremony has an even deeper significance, it 
honors the oldest graduate, who places a 
wreath at the base of the Thayer Monument 
while a bugler plays Taps to honor the 
graduates who are no longer living. 
   Each year since 1965 the U.S. Military 
Academy has bestowed its most prestigious 
award, the Sylvanus Thayer Medal, upon a 
citizen �whose record of service to this 
country, accomplishments in the national 
interest, and manner of achievements 
exemplify outstanding devotion to the 
principles expressed in the motto of the 
Academy- Duty, Honor, Country.� Among the 
thirty-nine recipients of this award are three 
U.S. Presidents. 
   The Thayer Families Associations holds its 
annual reunion and meeting each year at the 
Thayer Academy or Thayer Library in 
Braintree. It would be most fitting for TFA to 
hold a future reunion at West Point to honor 
this famous cousin who has done so much for 
his country and for the advancement of 
education, with particular emphasis on 
engineering and technological education in the 
U.S. 
   In studying over the available data on the life 
of this man who did so much for his country, I 
think that it is interesting to consider those 
factors in his life which enabled him to 
accomplish so much during his 87 years. I 
have come to the conclusion that there are two 
major events, which influenced his life in a 
very positive way. The first was his being 
pulled away from his large but poor family at 
the tender age of eight, and being sent to live 
with a distant uncle and aunt who were 
childless. I�m sure that he missed his family 
terribly, but he received the individual 
attention and direction from his 
soldier/educator uncle, which he would not 
have received with his own family back in 
Braintree. I think that the other factors is that 
he did not marry, and thus had no family of 
his own to distract him from focusing his 

Birthplace of Sylvanus Thayer, Braintree, MA. 
Photo courtesy Raymond Alexander Thayer. 
 
entire attention to the military and 
engineering, of course, he also had the 
inherent good character and intelligence 
without which he would have 
accomplished little. What do you think? 
 
Sources: 
 
Braintree, Massachusetts, Its History, 1995, 
Braintree, Hist. Soc. 
A Brief History of the Town of Braintree in 
Massachusetts, 1940, The Braintree 
Tercentenary Committee. 
General Sylvanus Thayer of Braintree, an 
undated pamphlet by Lillian H. Wentworth. 
West Point, the U.S. Military Academy, 1987, 
Bison Books Corp. 
 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer has been a frequent 
contributor to this newsletter. Additionally, 
he has just retired as TFA membership 
chairman. He has devoted numerous hours 
of personal time in an effort to build up our 
membership. Paul has maintained our 
membership list, sending it to me for 
mailing of this newsletter just prior to 
publication each quarter. I finally had the 
pleasure of meeting Paul and his family at 
our annual meeting. Thank you for all your 
hard work, Paul.   Editor      

   
Last Will and Testament with Codicil 

 
   Raymond Alexander Thayer has sent 
me numerous items over the years. One of 
the most interesting is a transcript of the 
last will and testament, with codicil, of 
General Sylvanus Thayer. 
   There are several points of interest to 
this will. I find it most generous that the 
general provided many annual annuities to 
sisters and nieces. He added the provision 
that the moneys be paid directly to these 
women �without the interference of any 
husband or being subject to his debts, 
engagements or control.� How thoughtful 
during this time in our history when 
women�s rights were severely limited! 
   General Sylvanus was of such 
experience and education that I would not 
be surprised if he wrote his own will. 
Very interesting reading. 
 
   This 13-page booklet is available from 
Rick for a minimum donation of $5.00. 
 

Raymond A. Thayer 
39 Newbury Ave. Apt 1 

N. Quincy, MA 02171-1601 
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Civil War Veterans 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   The list at the right contains 33 more 
Thayers that have been identified as Civil 
War Veterans. Other lists of Civil War 
Veterans have appeared in the Spring and 
Summer 1995, and Winter 1996/97 issues 
of The Thayer Quarterly. 
   Those Thayers who appear in italicized 
face type are un-placed. This means that I 
do not have the relationship of these 
Thayers back to the earliest ancestors. If a 
Thayer was unmarried, or the spouse is 
unknown, the father�s name is listed, 
preceded by an asterisk (*). 
   The following new Confederate soldiers 
have been identified with help of Henry 
Jerome (Jerry) Thayer of Hampton, VA: 
 
William H. THAYER 
Birth: Abt 1842  Place: VA 
Death: 1866 
Father: Nathan THAYER 
Mother: Elizabeth WALSH 
Notes: He was a Confederate soldier in 
the Civil War, and probably died as a 
result of injuries or illness. He served in 
the 41st Inf. Co. H as a First Lt. He was 
the grandson of Nathan Thayer and 
Rebecca Reed. Parentage of Nathan Sr. 
unknown. 
 
Sceva THAYER 
Birth: Abt 10 Apr 1843 
Place: Petersburg, Dinwiddie, VA 
Death: 10 Aug 1880 
Place: Petersburg, Dinwiddie, VA 
Father: Sceva THAYER 
Notes: He was a Confederate Soldier in 
the Civil War, having served in the VA 
Inf. 44th Bn. Co. B. (data Jerry Thayer Jul 
1997) 
DEATH: data from Jerry Thayer �age 35 
years, 28 days, son Sceva.� 
Sceva9, Sceva8-7, Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, 
Richard2-1. 
 
Martin G. THAYER 
Birth: Mar 1840  Place: VA 
Marr: Abt 1873  Spouse: Ellen 
Father: (unknown), Mother: (unknown) 
CENSUS: 1880 & 1900 Jersey City, 
Hudson, New Jersey census soundexes.  
Notes: He was a Confederate Soldier in 
the Civil War, served in VA Inf. 1st Bn. 
Loc. Def. Co. E as Sgt. Also VA 12th Inf. 
Co. K 1st Sgt., and VA 15th Inf. Co. H. 
 

THAYER  BORN DIED SPOUSE/*FATHER  
Albert Augustus  1848 1923 Mary COLBURN 
Alfred   1840  UNKNOWN 
Caleb   1841 1919 Rebecca Eveline UNKNOWN 
Charles F.  1831 1896 Harriet R. DIMMICK 
Charles Franklin  1837 1933 Lois Ann IRONS 
Curtis J.   1831  *Ellis THAYER 
Cyrus Edward  1838 1865 *Ezekiel THAYER 
Ebenezer Franklin 1821 1905 Adeline J. DIMICK 
Edward Burton  1840 1911 Helen Martha SHATTUCK 
Eli   1831 1862 Sybil Augusta CHAMBERLAIN 
Elias L.   1825 1881 Lavinia S. HUNTER 
Freeman   1845 1881 Emma L. ROWE 
George   1840  UNKNOWN 
George W.  1848  Florence M. UNKNOWN 
George W.  1834 1862 Sarah Ann HENRY 
Harry A.   1830 1894 Alice COX 
James Francis  1821 1864 Lydia A. THAYER 
James Madison  1843 1897 Temperance Jane WATSON 
John   1840 1889 UNKNOWN 
John David  1837  Sarah STOUGHTON 
John R.   1842  Ella F. UNKNOWN 
Joseph Ephraim  1840 1924 Catherine Elizabeth MULLEN 
Joseph W.  1839 1925 Elizabeth BOYD 
Linus Smith  1832  Charlotte J. PERKINS 
Martin G.  1840  Ellen UNKNOWN 
Robert Benjamin  1829 1894 Sarah Catherine GARRISON 
Robert Broadie  1823 1864 *Thomas Williams THAYER 
Sceva   1843 1880 *Sceva THAYER 
Stephen B.  1840  UNKNOWN 
Sylvanus Luke M. 1834  Mary E. HINTON 
William F.  1841 1903 Lorinda E. GREENFIELD 
William H.  1842 1866 *Nathan THAYER 
William Wallace   1844 1886 Sarah Ann (�Sadie�) BROWN 
 

 
Wendell T. Bower visits the grave of his grandfather Thomas Jefferson Hamilton Thayer (1833-1908), who 
fought in the Civil War. Thomas is buried in the Wollaston Cemetery, MA. Wendell T. Bower died three 
years after this photograph, at the age of 79, on January 12, 1995. Submitted by Wendell T. Bower�s daughter, 
Ms. Beverly T. Colton. 
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UNPLACED THAYERS 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   This list at the right is a continuation of 
our efforts to find the relationship of all 
Thayers back to their immigrant ancestor. 
By unplaced I mean that I have information 
on these families but have yet been able to 
identify their immigrant Thayer ancestor. 
This list contains Thayers from Maryland, 
North Carolina, and Washington, DC. There 
may be children in each family that have 
been left off the list for brevity. 
   If you can help identify these families, 
please contact me at my address on the last 
page of this newsletter. 
    

Daniel A. �Captain� Thayer 
By John Thayer Stoecker 

 
   The sternwheeler riverboat Dan Thayer was 
built 1884 in La Crosse, Wisconsin by 
Davidson Lumber Co. It was 145 feet long, 26 
feet wide, weighed 139 tons and had a draft of 
4.3 feet. It was built to carry lumber on the 
tributaries of the Mississippi. It was renamed 
to Thomas R. Buckman in the early 1900�s 
and used as an excursion steamer. The 
riverboat was burned in Natchez, MS on April 
3, 1920. 
   This boat was named after Captain Dan 
Thayer, born 1832 in Kennebec County, 
Maine. His parents were Daniel Thayer (b. 
Bridgewater, MA 1787) and Elizabeth 
Pinkham b. 1794. �Captain� Dan left Maine in 
1858 & moved to La Crosse, WI to work in 
the lumber industry. At that time La Crosse 
was a sparsely settled village. He worked as 
steamboat captain & later general foreman for 
P.S. Davidson Lumber Co. He moved to the 
Hood River in Oregon when the company 
moved west. After 4 years in Oregon he 
moved back to La Crosse. He started his own 
lumber mill in New Albin, Iowa. He retired 
from business in 1904 at the age of 72. He died 
in 1911 of �general debility due to advanced 
age.� 
   Dan had nine children with Mary Colney 
(b. 1841, New York City). Two (John and D. 
P.?) were living in 1911. Captain Thayer was 
a charter member of the North La Crosse 
lodge #190 of the Masons. 
 
   Note: This is the story of my great 
grandfather as I know it from research done by 
my mother (Virginia Thayer Stoecker) and 
through newspaper accounts and family 
documents. Dan Thayer is descended from 
original immigrants from Thornbury, England 
Richard Thayer and Dorothy Mortimer. 

John Thayer Stoecker 
18 Landing Rd 

Huntington, NY 11743 

THAYER  BORN DIED SPOUSE 
 
MARYLAND 
Brazilla   1786  Mary MOUSER 
Cecil   1888  Edith (_____) 
Charles Jayne  1840 1928 Sarah M. TICE 
Edward Arthur  1875 1937 Margaret EISENMENGER 
Frank   1891  Alice WARNER 
Fred H.   1865  Annie E. 
George H.  1847  Emily O. 
Harry M.  1867   Eva TATMAN 
Henry D.  1864   Mary Blanche 
Henry W.  1887   Elizabeth HAMILTON 
James S.   1829  Medora RIGGS 
John   1837  Sarah 
John Daniel Webster 1834  Elizabeth Edwards COWEN 
John Lawrence  1872  Nettie Estelle GOSNELL 
Mildred Virginia  1854 1934 James William MC CLANAHAN 
Nelson Gessford  1894 1977 Unknown wife (see also below) 
Norman   1887  (_____) HARP 
Robert Page  1903 1973 Beatrice DARBY 
Thomas C.  1936 1996 Virginia 
 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Abner W.  1826 1859  Nancy WALKER 
Benjamin M.  1809 1864 Cythia WRAY 
Charles H.  1881  Nellie V. (_____) 
Cicero William  1853 1926 Cornelia SPENCER 
Edward   1833  Elizabeth Ann BOGGS 
Flint   1881  Bessie DONELD 
Jacob   1803 
James   1817  Anna SNIDER 
James   1799  Susanna HOLLINGSWORTH 
John   1884  Nell (_____) 
N. L.   1873  Emma (_____) 
Nearus Mindenhall 1845 1934  Letha A. COGGIN 
R. K.   1847  Mary C. (_____) 
Thomas B.  1853  Catherine A. ROBINSON 
William S.  1851  Anna (or Rena) M. (_____) 
Wyatt N.  1816 1885  Cassandra HEARNE 
 
WASHINGTON D.C. 
Howard W.  1875  Mabel (_____) 
James   1899  Edith (_____) 
James   1836  Elizabeth 
Morton P.  1883  Phoebe J. (_____) 
Nelson Gessord  1894 1977 (see also above) 
Raymond   1898  Mabel (_____) 
William H.  1870  Mary A. 
 

 
 
 
[HEADSTONE 
PICTURE 
REMOVED, COULD 
NOT REPRODUCE 
ADEQUATE 
ELECTRONIC 
COPY] 

   Mrs. Charlotte D. Russell of Northville, NY submitted the 
picture at the left in response to my request for unusual 
THAYER cemetery markers. 
   Charlotte reports that her father, Charles H. Duncan, worked 
for Northville Granite Co. as a stonecutter and cut the 
inscription for Simeon8 Thayer and wife Zilpha Bennett, and for 
John Thompson and Charlotte Thayer, Simeon�s daughter, on 
this granite stone which was quarried locally in the foothills of 
the Adirondack Mountains.  
   This marker is located in the Prospect Hill Cemetery, near 
Northville, Fulton Co., NY and belongs to Charlotte�s maternal 
Thayer line: Simeon8-7, Eseck6, Uriah5-4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
   Do you have a picture of an unusual THAYER cemetery 
marker? Please write me.     Editor.   
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THE CONTINUING SAGA OF 
HANFORD THAYER 

 
From Farm Waif to 

Manhattan Project Engineer 
 

by G. David Thayer 
 
   When a would-be farmer with the 
improbable name of Napoleon Bonaparte 
Thayer settled near Sheridan in the 
Willamette Valley of Oregon in 1912, he 
had no idea what he was getting into. He 
had brought with him his wife, the former 
Ida May Purchase, and two young sons: 
Hanford, born in Maple Island, MN 12 
Sept 1909, and Marshall, barely one year 
old. Both �Bon� and Ida were city folk, 
with no experience in farming. The land 
they had bought from a speculator would 
take a long time to produce a cash crop. 
This was just the beginning of years of 
trouble for Hanford�s family, yet like most 
little boys he managed to have some fun. 
   �While in Sheridan, Oregon, where we 
lived on land carved out of the woods, I 
began to tease and have fun with my baby 
brother. I put Marshall under the wash tub 
and sat on top as though nothing was wrong. 
Mother could hear him, but could not find 
him. She soon suspected that Marshall, just 
a baby, was under the tub. 
   �I also gave Marshall a real ride when I 
pushed his baby buggy down the steep slope in 
front of our little house and let him go to the 
bottom�� ---Journal, 1913. 
   The family soon retreated back east, where 
Bon got a job with a flour mill in Minneapolis. 
He did well for a couple of years, but then 
tragedy struck. Bon died of pneumonia in 
April of 1915. 
   The little family was destitute. Ida tried 
running some boarding houses, and later 
rented a store in Des Moines. But business at 
the store was slow, and Ida soon had to look 
for another job. Meanwhile, Hanford and 
Marshall had both suffered through a bout 
with German measles (rubella). 
   Early in 1917 Ida May answered the ad of 
man named Purl Vickery, who needed 
someone to help care for his invalid wife while 
he tended to his farm. Purl�s wife died later in 
the year, and on 10 May 1918 Ida May and 
Purl Vickery were married in Ida Grove, IA. 
Then, just as things were looking up, tragedy 
struck again. In November of 1918 Ida May 
caught the Spanish flu and died while pregnant 
with Purl�s child. Little Marshall also got the 
flu but recovered. 
   Vickery was left with two small orphan 
boys to raise and a 160-acre farm to run. 
Hanford says, however, that Purl �took us 

  
Hanford Thayer 

 
under his wing like a good Christian� and 
�was a father to be proud of as he was a 
County Official, a leader in the Republican 
party, a leader in Masonic work, and a very 
good farmer� This was the beginning of a 
new era for me and for Marshall, who was 
two years younger. ---Journal, 1916-1918. 
   Purl must have done a good job of raising 
two orphans, as Hanford went on to earn a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from Iowa State University. On 
12 June 1934 Hanford married Lois Mae 
Foster, and they subsequently had four 
children; Roger Hanford, Diane Mae, Alden 
Bon, and Shirley Anne, After graduating 
from ISU in 1934, Hanford moved his 
family to Washington state where he did 
engineering work on the Rock Island and 
Grand Coulee Dams, and worked for the 
Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
    
   Then, in one of those strange accidents of 
fate, two Hanfords came together: In 1943 
Hanford Thayer found himself assigned to 
work at Hanford, WA on the super-secret 
Manhattan Project that produced the first 
nuclear weapons. He designed the Hanford 
nuclear plant�s water intake, treatment, and 
effluent systems. This work required a Q 
clearance, which was higher than top secret. 
The Manhattan Project produced at least 
three nuclear fission bombs, the first of 
which was exploded 18 July 1945 at the 
Trinity Site in New Mexico�s Jornada del 
Muerto,* about 17 miles south of the little 
town of Bingham (and --despite media 
misinformation-- a long way from the city 
of Alamogordo).   

   The other two bombs were, of course, 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, 
and helped end the war. 
   During his work on the Manhattan Project, 
Hanford, acting on the authority of an 
executive order issued by President 
Roosevelt, appropriated all the lumber and 
telephone wire that were being shipped to an 
Alaskan highway project, as well as 28 
telephone switchboards taken from hotels 
and businesses in the Pacific Northwest.  
   Hanford, today a resident of Langley, WA 
(on Whidbey Island west of Everett), was 
awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on June 
14, 1996 for his work more than 50 years 
earlier on the Manhattan Project. 
   After a long and distinguished career as a 
Registered Professional Engineer in the state 
of Washington, Hanford Thayer is now 
enjoying a well-deserved retirement. And, 
like everything else he�s ever done, Hanford 
is doing a really thorough job of being 
retired: he doesn�t even own a computer! 
    
Hanford�s lineage is: Hanford10, Napoleon 
Bonaparte9-8, Libbeus7, Timothy6, Josiah5, 
Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1. 
 
   My lineage is as follows: Gordon 
David12, Gordon Nutter11, Gordon 
Gerald10, Stephen Howard9-8, Stephen7, 
Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1. 
   Josiah5 is our common ancestor. My 
generation count (From Richard the 
immigrant) is 12 and Hanford�s is 10, 
hence the �twice removed.� Despite the 2 
generation difference, Hanford is 1 year 
YOUNGER than my father (who was 
born 6 Oct 1908; both my parents are 
living). By �rights� he should have been 
about the age as my grandfather! 
   As you can see from my lineage, the 
prosperity to preserve names within 
families has not died out! My son is 
named Daniel Gordon, one of my 
brother�s sons is named Philip Gordon, 
and I have a grandson named Edward 
Gordon Eng (Eng is Norwegian). Gordon 
lives! 
Reference: The Journal of Hanford 
Thayer. 
 
* The Jornada del Muerto is part of the 
Chihuahuan Desert of Mexico, Texas, and 
New Mexico. The name means �Journey 
of the Dead� or �Journey of Death.�   
 
   See Historian/Genealogist report for a 
picture of Gordon David Thayer.   Editor 
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Historian�s Report Summer 1997 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   Our First Thayer Family Reunion and 
Annual TFA Meeting was a resounding 
success. We had over 100 wonderful folks 
joining us from all across the nation. A lot 
of progress was made at our various 
meetings and we gained some publicity 
through the television airing on Braintree 
channel 31 of our gathering 
commemorating 360 years of the Thayer 
family in America. Filming consisted of 
Braintree City Selectman, Jim Sullivan, 
interview our President, Al Morton, and 
myself at the studio for nearly one hour of 
camera footage. The first half of our 
annual board meeting on Saturday was 
also covered by Channel 31. 
   Selectman, Sullivan was in attendance 
that day and reminded those present that 
Thomas Thayer, the first founding father, 
stepped into this continent only 17 years 
after the Pilgrims had landed at Plymouth 
Rock. It was most exciting to hear him 
proclaim the week we were there as 
�Thayer Week� as we took advantage of 
this opportunity to pay homage to our 
valiant Puritan ancestors for their 
remarkable accomplishments! 
   The �Thayeritage� gathering turned out 
to be the highlight of the week, and we 
have Marcia McGhee and Theresa Thayer 
Tait to thank for its splendid success. 
Many thanks also to all who came from 
distances near and far to bring their 
cherished family photos, mementos, 
stories and family legends to share with 
all. Our President suggested that the 
�Thayeritage� event take �center stage� 
next year as this provided us with the 
much-needed opportunity to mingle and 
get better acquainted with one another. 
Curtis Ross Thayer and wife, Donna of 
Freeland, MI has agreed to head up this 
project in 1998. Curt and Donna drove 
over 860 miles to bring his family�s 
ancient dulcimer for �show and tell!� 

  
Hand-made dulcimer made by Arthur Thayer 
displayed at �Thayeritage� by grandson Curtis R. 
Thayer. 
 

   Association officers and Family 
Representatives who were in attendance 
were awarded with the beautiful pin 
illustrating the TFA logo. The delicious 
luncheon, held on Saturday, and the 
annual dinner, held this year at Amelia�s 
on the waterfront, were real highlights of 
the week. There were door prizes aplenty 
and soon-to-be-90 year old Robert 
Nathaniel Thayer, was proclaimed the 
family patriarch in attendance this year. 
   We have some changes in leadership 
which will be if interest to our readers. A 
tremendous debt of gratitude is owed to 
our retiring officers. 

 
Retta Thayer 

 
   Raymond Alexander Thayer (�RickEast�) 
has retired from serving the family tirelessly 
for many years as our beloved 
Secretary/Treasurer. His immense responsibly 
has now been divided into two jobs with the 
Reverend Charles Russell (�Russ�) Thayer of 
Hanover, MA taking on the Secretary chores 
and Judith L. (�Judy�) Thayer of Hampton, 
VA assuming the Treasurer duties. 
   Marilynn Munn Strand of Wheat Ridge, CO 
has retired as a director of TFA and filling her 
vacancy is Elizabeth Parker Vaulin of Spanish 
Fort, AL. 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer of Staunton, VA has 
retired as TFA Membership Chairman and his 
position will be filled by Retta Thayer of 
Salem, Oregon. (More info about Retta 
below). 
   Our heartfelt appreciation to each of our 
retiring officers, whom we hope will remain 
active on our committees and various areas of 
service, and a grand welcome to each of our 
new in-coming officers.  
   The deadline for acceptance of 
genealogical information for inclusion in the 
forthcoming A Comprehensive Genealogy 
of the Thayer Family of America was June 
30th. My correspondence have been really 

wonderful in providing their information in 
time for the deadline. During the last 2 
months, I have been catching up on a 
mountain of correspondence, some of which 
was over a year old. Many thanks to all for 
their patience in receiving a reply back from 
me. The response to this project has been 
absolutely overwhelming!  
   As extraordinary things were expected of our 
early Thayer ancestors, so are they of us. The 
matter of fund-raising for this immense 
publishing project still remains to be resolved 
and we seek the help and generosity of all in 
this worthwhile ambition. When completed, it 
is believed we will have one of the most 
absolute and largest family histories ever 
published! It is truly a privilege to be part of 
this monumental project! 
   Since we have so many new members in the 
TFA, I have been requested to do a 6th printing 
of The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer Families of 
Gloucestershire, England, 1500-1600. An 
order form for this popular publication is 
included elsewhere in this issue. 
   I would like to ask our readers to respond 
to the request for more pre-1920 Thayer 
photographs! Although the genealogical 
information must be in place in order for me 
to commence the formatting, the 
photographs can be worked in just about 
any time up until the book goes to press. 
Since the volume on the descendants of 
Nathaniel Thayer will be prepared for 
publication first, it would be helpful to have 
pictures of the Thayers in this line as soon as 
possible. Please see the add for the Thayer 
Photography Project elsewhere in this issue. 
   We have the success stories of a few 
instances of TFA members helping other 
members. The connection to the 
descendants of the Immigrant, Thomas 
Thayer for Family Representatives, 
Lonnie and Cyndi Thayer of Tucson, 
Arizona was made with the help of 
Family Representative, Lu Anne Kriebs 
of Omaha, NE. I contacted Lu Anne and 
told her what to look for and she made a 
trip to where the records were located and 
�Eureka!� She found the information we 
were seeking. Many, many thanks to 
LuAnne and congratulations to Lonnie 
and Cyndi. Cyndi continues to seek out 
Thayers hiding in various corners of 
cyberspace and has been very successful 
in helping to build the TFA membership.  
   Julianne Mevis of Wauwatosa, WI is 
helping with the connection of another 
unplaced family, and has successfully  

continued 
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extracted the Thayers appearing in the 1850 
census for that state. Much appreciation to 
Julianne for help with this project! 
   The descendents of Nathan Thayer and 
Sarah Rebecca Reed have now taken on 
identity with the help of TFA member 
Marcia McElhinny Thayer. Marcia, 
however, does not know the this yet because 
she has not checked daughter, Susan Ann�s 
e-mail!!!! 
   We have some new people to introduce this 
quarter: Gordon David (�David�) Thayer of 
Salem, Oregon will be representing the 
descendents of Stephen Howard THAYER 
(1810-1890) and Harriet Sophia HOLDEN 
(1817-1850). Descendants settled mainly in 
NY, PA, NJ, and CO. If you have information 
to share with David, please contact him at the 
following address: 

G. Davis & Retta Thayer 
6525 Lardon Rd. NE 

Salem, OR 97305-3766 
e-mail: gdthayer@viser.net 

 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer, who has served 
faithfully as a Director and Membership 
Chairman has a much deserved retirement 
in order and David�s wonderful wife, 
Retta M. Thayer, has agreed to serve as 
TFA�s new Membership Chairman. 
Welcome aboard Retta! She can be 
reached at the same address as David, but 
has her own e-mail address: 
rmthayer@viser.net 
 
   Tim Kreh of Bealeton, VA, has agreed to 
help Kevin Lynn Thayer as co-
Representative for the descendents of 
George Thayer (1706-1774) and Catherine 
Graves (1720-1785) whose posterity 
settled primarily in Fauquier County, 
Virginia. It has been determined that 
George was a later immigrant from 
England, and his relationship to the Thayer 
Colonial Immigrants in the mid-1600�s to 
Massachusetts is not yet known. Tim can 
be contacted at the following address: 

Tim Kreh 
6723 Willowbrook Drive 

Bealeton, MD 22712 
e-mail: ahkreh@citizen.infi.net 

 
   Brand new TFA member Lisa L. Jones, 
of Portland, Oregon has agreed to represent 
the descendents of Fairfax Smith 
THAYER (1834-1886) and Julia 
ROBERTS (1824-1909). Fairfax and Julia 
came from Lebanon, Madison, NY via Red 
Wing, MN and settled in Scio, Linn, 
Oregon. Their only son, Frank Tilton  

Siblings: Linda Carol (Thayer) Jordan, G. David 
Thayer, Richard Thayer. 
 
THAYER had eleven children and helped 
to proliferate the family out here in the 
Northwest! My first knowledge of this 
family�s existence was over two decades 
ago, but only recently came into contact 
with them. Lisa can be reached at the 
following address: 

Lisa L. Jones 
1635 SE 40th 

Portland, OR  97214 
e-mail: lljones@teleport.com 

 
   There has been a change in generation 
being represented by Bruce Errol Thayer of 
Fairchild, WI. He will now be representing 
the descendants of Lyman Thayer (1784-
1834) and Alydia Wolcott (1795- ). 
Descendants of this couple settled primarily 
in Fond du Lac County, WI. Bruce can be 
contacted at the following: 

Bruce Errol Thayer 
W14101 County Road B 

Fairchild, WI  54741-8707 
e-mail: ToRoyFar@cuttingedge.net 

 
   Marcia McMelhinny Thayer will be 
representing the descendants of Nathan 
THAYER (1776-1837) and Sarah Rebecca 
REED (1778-1842)  
   Nathan is believed to be an unrecorded son 
of Zephaniah5 (William4-3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1) Thayer. He was found by Marcia in 
1800 and 1810 Hartford, Windsor, VT census 
living next to his door to his brother, Dr. 
Frederick Thayer and wife, Lucy Wright! This 
news will be a source of excitement for several 
of my correspondents. If any of you have 
information to share with Marcia, please 
contact her at the following: 

Marcia McElhinny Thayer 
(Mrs. James Edwin Thayer) 

5332 Arlington Dr. East 
Hanover Park, IL  60103 

 
   Be sure to send along your early 
photographs and mark your calendars now 
and plan to join us for the 1998 Thayer 
Family Reunion to be held the fourth week 
in June in Braintree, Massachusetts! So 
�Thayer you have it!� 

Thanks to all, Patricia 
 

 
Unknown Thayer 

 
If any of our readers can identify this 
unknown Thayer please write us. 
 
T-Shirt, Photo, and Thayer Book order 
forms have been removed from this 
electronic copy. END 




