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This is a transcribed issue in order to 
create a usable electronic format. The 
masthead information is of our current 
design; the articles below are what 
appeared when this issue was printed. 
 
MOSES ALLEN THAYER 
   Moses Allen Thayer9 was born May 27, 
1840 in Dickenson, NY. His lineage is as 
follows: Moses9, Otis8, Thaddeus7, Thaddeus6, 
Ebenezer5, Ebenezer4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. Moses was the first of 10 children 
born to Otis Thayer (1818) and Sylvania Irish 
(1822-1907), who were married September 4, 
1839. Little is known of Moses before he 
entered the Union Army during the Civil War. 
His family moved often as indicated by the 
birthplace of his children. Moses could read 
and write. Much of what we know about 
Moses comes from his letters to his sweetheart 
Eliza Barnhart, living in Malone, Franklin 
County, NY. The first letter from Moses was 
sent from West Stockholm, NY. Moses was 
working on a farm for $120 a year as a laborer. 
   Moses enlisted in the Union Army on May 
15, 1861 in Albany, NY. His first assignment 
was to Capt. Gibson�s Co. H, 16th Regiment 
Infantry, NY Volunteers. The following is a 
brief chronology of Moses�s service taken 
from his letters: 
March 1861-Working on a farm in West 
Stockholm, NY. 
May 1861-Enlisted in Union Army. 
June 1861-Camp Morgan, Albany, NY. 
July 1861-Washington, MD. 
July 1861-Fighting near by, Moses now a 
cook. Service set at 2 years. 
August 1861-Alexandria, VA. 
September 1861-Mentions Battle of Bull Run. 
November 1861-Camp Franklin, Alexandria, 
VA. 
March 1862-Plans to go down Potomac River 
to North Carolina. 
April 1862-Camp Franklin, VA. 
May 1862-Cumberland, VA. Later, 
Mechanicsville, in route to Richmond, VA. 
June 27, 1862-Wounded at Battle of Gains 
Mill, VA. Sent to recuperate at Hospital in 
Portsmouth, VA. 
August 1862-Mill Creek Hospital, near 
Fortress Monroe, VA. 

Photograph: Mary Jane Thayer (1814), sister 
to Moses, Moses Allen Thayer, Eliza Burnhart, 
wife of Moses. 
 
October 1862-Fairfax Street Hospital, 
Alexandria, VA. Moses is a cook. 
November 10, 1862-Medical Discharge. 
November 15, 1862-Back in NY state. 
 
   On November 15, 1862 Moses arrived back 
in New York State. From his discharge papers 
we learn that he is 5�7�, light complexion, blue 
eyes, and brown hair. He was wounded in the 
left arm, below the elbow, and is receiving a 
pension of $4 a month. On January 15, 1863 
Moses married Eliza Barnhart in Potsdam, 
NY. 
   Eliza Barnhart was born June 30, 1844. She 
came from Cornwall, Ontario, Canada, but we 
do not know if that is her birthplace. Eliza was 
also known as �Laura�. Eliza�s father was 
Hiram Barnhart who died September 17, 1893, 
at the age of 93, in Cornwall, Canada. 
   Moses and Eliza had their first child, 
William Allen Thayer, on January 8, 1864. A 
note concerning �Willie� tracks the families 
movement as follows: Moses went �West� 
September 19, 1864, Eliza and William 

followed January 16, 1865. The family moved 
�East� March 10, 1865, West again on 
November 6, 1867 to Niagara Falls, and to 
Chicago November 17, 1867. 
   Moses and Eliza�s second child, Rose 
Barnhart Thayer, was born 1872 at Moweaqua, 
IL. From Rose�s marriage certificate we learn 
that Moses was a photographer, other 
correspondence indicates that he was a 
postmaster. Rose married Daniel Harmon. 
   Moses died October 6, 1875 in Chicopee, 
MA. William was 8, Rose 3, and Eliza a 
widow at age 31. Moses is buried at Fairview 
Cemetery, Chicopee Falls, MA. His tombstone 
has the inscription �Member of Co. H, 16th 
Reg, N.Y. Volunteers.� 
   Eliza moved often with her 2 children until 
finally settling in Amesbury, MA where she 
and William found work in a mill. Eliza 
married an Englishman, James Whittaker, on 
March 10, 1880. They lived together until May 
21, 1881 when Eliza left James due to physical 
abuse. She applied for a divorce March 21, 
1896 in Middlesex County, MA. A divorce 
was granted to Eliza in May of 1918. A letter 
dated 1921 from the Bureau of Pensions  
 
Continued page 8 
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SECRETARY/TREASURER 
    
   Meet Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer, TFA 
Secretary Treasurer. It is my desire to 
write about those members who do so 
much for our organization. I asked Rick 
for material to write an article about him 
and he did such a good job writing it I am 
leaving it in the first person, in his own 
words.    Ed. 

 
Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer 
 
   Born August 19, 1922, Boston, MA, my 
father, Raymond Alexander Sr., was born 
December 17, 1893 in Whitman, MA and 
my mother was born April 14, 1895 in 
Paducha, KY, but was raised in Sweet�s 
Corner, Nova Scotia. I was their only 
child, therefore, a spoiled brat. My father 
was a Boston Police Officer following his 
discharge from the Army after WW I and 
retired in 1946. My mother was stricken 
with TB early in her twenties and suffered 
terribly until her death on November 25, 
1932. My father died of a coronary on 
January 14, 1962. I was living in 
California at that time and had to return to 
the Boston area to care for my 
stepmother, Mary Bridgett Santry Thayer, 
who also had TB. She and my father had a 
son, James Worden Thayer born August 
25, 1934 in Boston. He now lives in 
Ventura, CA with his new wife Julie. My 
stepmother �Molly� passed away May 16, 
1978 from her illness and a stroke. 
   My first wife, Mary Della Kelly, and I 
were married on March 4, 1944 at the 
base chapel, Tyndall Air Force Base, 
Panama City, FL. We had two children, 

Richard Arthur Thayer, born August 18, 
1946 in Boston, and following my 
discharge from the Army in November 
1945, Janice Elizabeth Thayer was born 
March 16, 1952 in Panama City, FL. 
Mary Dell died from cancer on October 
11, 1987. We were divorced in California 
in 1961. 
   On August 15, 1962 I married Mavis 
Elizabeth Studley, daughter of Edna 
Thayer Studley and Ralph H. Studley. We 
settled in North Quincy (pronounced 
Quinzee), MA and have remained here to 
this day. My mother-in-law, in actuality, 
is my aunt, being the adopted daughter of 
my paternal grandfather Justin Worden 
Thayer, who at 90 is in better health than 
most 50 year olds. Edna lives close to us 
in Weymouth, MA. 
   My second marriage brought two more 
children to me, the first for Mavis. 
Jacqueline Ann Thayer, born June 9, 
1963, and Todd Bates Thayer, born July 
15, 1965. Jackie is married to Kenneth C. 
Blake of Davers, MA and has two 
children, Jamie Elizabeth, age 10 and 
Craig Kenneth, age 8. They live in 
Ballston Lake, NY, just North of Albany. 
Todd married November 12th of this year 
to Debra Tripp of Watertown, MA. They 
plan to live in Watertown. 
   In 1948 I entered the University of 
Georgia, Savannah Division, in Pre-
Engineering, under the G.I. Bill of Rights 
with the intention of transferring to the 
University of Florida the following year, 
which I did, to study Architecture. I 
graduated with the degree, Bachelor of 
Architecture, in February 1952. It was 
common in those years following WW 2 
to have two graduating classes during the 
normal school year to handle the large 
number of WW 2 veterans wanting to take 
advantage of the G.I. Bill. 
   In 1989, after seeing the handwriting on 
the wall regarding the country�s economy 
wilt, I decided to retire from Architecture 
and pursue more interesting and 
rewarding fields, such as music. I play the 
French horn as an amateur with the 
Quincy Symphony Orchestra and have for 
the past 32 years. Recently I joined the 
Milton Concert Band. My other hobby, 
model shipbuilding, has taken a back seat 
to my latest venture as Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Thayer Families 
Association which was founded in the late 
1980�s and early 1990�s by Philip S. 
Thayer Sr. of Hull, MA, James B. Thayer, 

current Vice President of TFA, William 
R. Thayer, current President of TFA, and 
H. Hobart Holly, a noted Historian and 
Genealogist and retired Naval Architect, 
to sponsor a new updated and accurate 
Thayer Family Genealogy to be published 
by Patricia Thayer Muno, TFA Historian 
and Genealogist, from Beaverton, OR. 
   In May 1991, I answered an ad in my local 
newspaper by Phil Thayer who was in the 
process of forming the then Thayer Family 
Association. I immediately began helping 
Phil with his work and acted as his chauffer 
until his untimely death in February 1993. 
Since that time, and with much from many 
members, have managed with some 
difficulties to see this Association grow 
from 75 members in early 1991 to well over 
300 today, just 3 short years later. It is my 
hope we continue to grow and make it 
possible to reach our goal to publish the 
genealogy which Patricia Thayer Muno has 
dreamed for for so long, over 20 years. She 
truly is searching for our heritage and it is 
no wonder why she is the world�s leading 
authority on the Thayer Surname and family 
history. 
    
   Thank you Rick for sharing a little of your 
personal life with us! Raymond A. (Rick) 
Thayer can be contacted at the address in 
the heading of this newsletter. He is also 
available on America On-Line at the screen 
name �RickEast.� 
 
FAMILY REPRESENTATIVES 
   The following persons have accepted 
the TFA challenge to become family 
representatives to the living descendants 
of the ancestors listed above their name. If 
you are a descendant of these Thayer 
ancestors, please contact your family 
representative to share information and 
bring each other up to date. 
 
Royal Rollin Thayer (1857-1940) & Ella Edith 
Perkins (1859-1942): 
Gayle (Dorschel) Lester, 110 Copeces Lane, East 
Hampton, NY  11937. 
 
Elbridge May Thayer (1832-1917) & Mary 
Catherine Merryfield (1835-1901): 
Mrs. LuAnne Kriebs, 12511 Poppleton Ave., 
Omaha, NE  68144-1308. 
 
Nathan Thayer (abt. 1794) & Fanny Ricker (abt. 
1800): 
Jackie Thayer Culp, 7225 S. Newport Way, 
Englewood, CO  80112-1615. 
Moses Allen Thayer (1840-1875) & Laura Eliza 
Barnhart (1844-1934): 
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Betty Harmon Bue, 10361 Garden Grove, CA  
92643. 
 
George Washington Thayer (1817-1892) & 
Candace Rising (1808-1880): 
Lynne Thayer Bartholomay, 130 Sedgefield Rd., 
North Kingstown, RI 02852. 
 
Daniel Corbitt Thayer (1808-1898) & Sophronia 
Bartlett (1814-1903): 
Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer, 311 Willow Oaks 
Blvd., Hampton, VA  23669-1531 
 
If you are willing to serve in this capacity, please 
contact TFA Historian/Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno. 
 
QUERIES AND OUR POLICY 
   Each newsletter will contain queries as 
space allows. The first priority for 
publishing queries will be to resolve 
disconnected Thayer families. Additionally, 
all queries must be submitted to the TFA 
Historian / Genealogist, Patricia Thayer 
Muno. If Patricia cannot answer your query 
she will forward it to the newsletter editor 
for publication in the next issue. 
 
QUERIES 
   Seek parentage of Sarah Thayer who 
married 7 Oct 1786 at Braintree, MA to 
Enos Ludden. Enos died 1841 in Hinsdale, 
NY. Contact Patricia Strabala, 1027 
Sherman Ave., Madison, WI  53073. 
 
   Seek parentage of James Thayer, b. abt. 
July 1840 NY, m. Charlotte (_____), b. 
1847 Canada. They were the parents of 
Milo M. Thayer b. 1868 in Canada. The 
family settled in Janesville, Rock County, 
WI. Anyone with information on this family 
should contact Scott Norris Thayer, 
American Embassy, Madrid, Spain. Address 
POL PSC61 Box 18, APO, AE  09624 
USA. 
 
   Seek parentage of Jason Thayer, b. abt. 
1786 CT. He m. abt. 1825 at Clarksfield, 
OH Tamor Ann Milliman. He is called 
�twin� to brother Ziba. Both men were in 
Ohio by 1817/1818. One record gives his 
place of birth as �NYC.� He appears in 
�History of Ohio� by F. E. Weeks. Contact 
Ann Coon Guffey, 1015 Bearss Ave., #8, 
Tampa, FL  33612. 
 
   Seek parentage and maiden name of Sarah 
(_____) who was b. abt. 1727 and d. 7 Sep 
1812 Mansfield, Bristol, MA. She was the 
wife of Jacob Thayer4 b. 1728 in Taunton, 

MA. Jacob was the son of Nathaniel3-2-1. Was 
she possibly a Wetherell? 
   Also seek parentage of Ruth Lincoln, b. 
1766 who was the wife of Stephen, (Jacob4, 
Nathaniel3-2-1). Contact Victor S. Dunn, 2800 
Cameron Road, Falls Church, VA 22042. 
   Seek date of death for Thaddeus Thayer, 
b. 28 Mar 1791 VT, m. 1st Lowrilla Moore 
16 Apr 1815. Where did they reside and 
where buried? Contact Gayle D. Lester, 110 
Copeces Lane, East Hampton, NY  11937. 
 
   Seek living descendants of Hazel Dutt, b. 
abt. 1900 in Norwalk, Fremont, or Toledo 
Ohio vicinity and m. to a �Mr. Thayer.� 
Somehow the name �F. H. Thayer� figures 
in. She was a beauty operator in the 1940�s 
in Lake Elsinore, CA, may have d. 9 May 
1979 in Los Angeles County, CA. Our 
Historian has �inherited� numerous photos 
and mementos that once belonged to Hazel 
and would like to place them with a family 
member.  
 
ANSWERS TO QUERIES 
   Two TFA members have been connected 
to the original immigrant Thomas Thayer as 
a result of efforts of our Historian 
Genealogist Patricia Thayer Muno. In her 
book �Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer�, 
section II, Controversial Families, pg. 78-
80: the Oliver Thayer who married Anne 
(_____) was the son of Oliver Thayer and 
Mindwell Bartlett on pg. 283 in the 
�Descendants of Thomas Thayer� book. The 
lineage of Oliver5, who married Anne 
(_____) would therefore be: Oliver4, 
William3, Shadrach2, Thomas1. The Oliver 
Thayer who married Lydia Collins is not the 
son of Oliver Thayer and Mindwell Bartlett, 
this Oliver is presently �unplaced.� 
 
CORRECTIONS & ADDITIONS 
    It was inevitable that corrections to the 
Thayer Quarterly would be required. Here 
are the ones I am aware of from the last 
issue. 
1) The submitter of materials for the 
Edward C. Thayer article was Elizabeth J. 
Thayer Lindblom, not Lindbloom. 
2) Concerning the June 25th TFA meeting, 
William Russell Thayer, TFA President 
traveled from his home in Brooklyn, NY, 
not Beaverton, OR. Also attending the 
meeting was Robert Knighton, TFA 
Director, who lives in Randolph, MA. 
3) In the article on the C. A. Thayer, 
Clarence Allen Thayer married Clara A. 
(_____) in 1878 not 1854 as stated. 

4) TFA Bylaw 1.03 (2) should read �To 
sponsor the development and publication 
of a carefully and rigorously researched 
Thayer Family Genealogy more up to date 
than the ones presently available. 
Here and Thayer 
 
Beesie M. Green, Thayer descendant of 
Conneaut, OH, has been a tremendous 
help in gathering the genealogical data of 
the Thayers in Eastern OH and Western 
PA. Bessie has gone out of her way to 
visit cemeteries, offices, and in tracking 
down Thayers living in Ashtabula 
County, OH; also Erie and Crawford 
counties in PA so that there information 
can be included in the Thayer genealogy 
project. Bessie, who serves as a �research 
specialist� is that area states; �For the last 
30 years, any time I saw the Thayer name-
-down it went on a piece of paper.� Many 
thanks, Bessie! 

 
TFA is a world-wide association! Here 
are some of our overseas cousins: 
1) Pamela & Rosemary Thayer (sisters) of 
Buckinghamshire, UK. 
2) Leslie L. Edwards of Hayes-Middlesex, 
UK. 
3) Dr. Doris Jones-Baker of 
Hertsfordshire, UK. 
4) David Theyers of Upper Hutt, NZ 

 
TFA President William R. Thayer has 
written a thank you letter to Janice and 
George Hague who donated a 286 
computer and laser printer to TFA 
Secretary/Treasurer Raymond A. (Rick) 
Thayer. Janice is the daughter of Rick and 
lives in Londonderry, NH. Rick is 
overloaded with correspondence and this 
equipment will help him considerably.  
Thank You Janice and George!  

 
Mrs. Virginia Ritsema of Jackson, MI has 
volunteered to extract the Thayers 
appearing in the 1850 Michigan census. 
Also contributing to the Michigan project 
were Gerald D. Weaver and Al Morton in 
1992. There is a desperate need for other 
descendants to come forward and help 
with the records of their families in that 
state. If you can help, please contact 
Patricia Thayer Muno. Thank you 
Virginia, Gerald, and Al! 
 
continued page 8    
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Use of the Thayer Coat of Arms (Part I) 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
   I have been asked many times about the 
authenticity of the Thayer Coat of Arms 
presently used by many of the descendants.1 
   Obviously, there are few of us whose 
original interest in heraldry does not emanate 
from a desire to possess a coat of arms for our 
own families. Additionally, I doubt there are 
many out there who do not have a profound 
sense of pride and love for our wonderful 
Thayer surname. However, I caution that our 
readers spend money to decorate their homes 
and belongings with heraldic devices that they 
never had a legitimate right to. Those who do 
so may be advertising to the world a false 
pretense of noble heritage and kinship to a 
family from whom we cannot prove descent. 
Furthermore, in some countries (such as 
Scotland) a civil suit can be brought against a 
person who uses an unauthorized coat of arms. 
   Concerning the present commonly used 
Thayer coat of arms: Our Thayer surname was 
derived from �Tayer, Tawier, or Tawyer� with 
the letter �h� not being added until after the 
family came to New England. It was originally 
a trade name for one who dresses skins, and it 
will be remembered that each of the Colonial 
immigrant ancestors, Thomas, Richard, and 
Nathaniel, were shoemakers or cordwainers by 
trade. 
    
From The New England Historic 
Genealogical Register (July 1906) we learn 
the following: 
�No coats-of-arms appear on any tablet or 
monument of the family at the parish church, 
St. Mary�s of Thornbury, and the fact that 
Edward Tayer,2 of Oldbury-on-Severn, in the 
parish of Thornbury, was disclaimed by the 
Heralds at their Visitation of Gloucestershire 
in 1625, for using arms without proof of 
authority, tends to show that the family was 
not armorial. The name is now extinct in 
Thornbury. A family spelling the name Theyer 
and Theyern and having the same root form 
�taw� had long been at Brockworth in 
Gloucestershire, a parish twenty-five miles 
northeast of Thornbury, and there was an 
armorial family of Tawyer at Raounds in 
Northamptonshire, about eighty miles 
northeast of Brockworth and one hundred and 
five miles from Thornbury; also an armorial 
family of Thayer at Great Baddow and later at 
Thayden Garnen [sic] in county Essex, 
afterwards of London; but no connection 
between these families has been established, so 
far as is known.�  
   The only extant Coat of Arms in use in 
America today, to my knowledge, is the one 
drescribed as �Arms--Per pale ermine and 

gules, three talbots� heads erased 
counterchanged. Crest--A talbot�s head 
ermine erased gules.� This Coat of Arms 
was granted during the visitation of the 
Heralds to the county of Essex, England 
between the years of 1664/ 1668 to 
�Humfrey Thayer of Much Badow in com. 
Essex.� This means that only Humfrey; his 
son Anthony Thayer of the city of London; 
Anthony�s son Humfrey Thayer of Thaydon 
Garnon, Essex, England (�Gent. Petioner 
extraordinary to King Charles 2nd�); and 
possibly the latter�s children (Samuel, Eliz, 
Mary, Sarah, John, and Anne) were entitled 
to its use! I have considerable doubts that 
any Thayer in the United States today 
descends from this line. Perhaps there was a 
connection between the ancestor of the first 
Humfrey and the ancestors of our earliest 
known ancestor, �John Thayer� of 
Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England, but 
the chances of finding such a relationship 
are very minuscule.  
   In order that we may better comprehend 
the inappropriate use of the �Thayer� coats 
of arms being promoted by some of the 
present day heraldic firms, it is helpful if we 
first have an understanding of the slightly 
snobbish subject of Heraldry.  
   Through the centuries, the origin of 
Heraldry has been a matter of much 
speculation. Most certainly, there was no 
such thing as a Coat of Arms in existence at 
the time of the Norman Conquest, and 
remained so until about the beginning of the 
12th century. By the 13th century, Coats of 
Arms were used universally throughout 
Europe and a science of Heraldry was 
developed in which known and accepted 
rules were established, some of which are 
still in use today. 
   The practice of Armory use was once 
created as a practical war-like device during 
the Medieval times to enable soldiers to 
distinguish one another. The upper classes, 
who asserted nobility of birth, were the land 
holders from whose land the military units 
were recruited, and upon whom leadership 
in battle obviously fell. 
   During the time of warfare, however, the 
armor which the brave soldiers wore, so 
completely concealed the face and 
otherwise hid the identity of the individual 
that the Feudal Lords were confronted with 
the necessity of imposing an emblem, 
represented in colors, on the shield and other 
armorial bearings, by which the illiterate 
followers could be distinguished. 
Consequently, these somewhat prestigious 

devices, which were intended to be 
hereditary in nature, became recognized as 
signs of nobility of blood and as emblems of 
the upper, privileged classes. 
   Therefore, with the possession of arms 
being such a matter of privilege, there 
inevitably followed a certain prestige 
associated to that effect, and it became 
necessary that a standard of definition be 
instituted by which the arms for which 
official authority could not be shown would 
be excluded. 
 

VISITATIONS 
 

The Heraldic Visitations were an attempt on 
the part of the Crown to control the use of 
the arms by its subjects and began during 
the Reign of Henry VIII. In 1530 a Royal 
Commission was given authorization to 
�Officers of Arms� to visit the various 
counties in England with the objective of 
registering arms and pedigrees of the 
nobility and gentry, and to reprove and 
control those whose laid claim to the use of 
arms they had no right to possess.   
   In-as much as the study of heraldry 
encompassed it�s very own language, and 
for the purpose of preventing the possibility 
of duplication of design, the College of 
Arms was created in England in 1484. The 
tours of inspections took place at least three 
times throughout the 40 counties, 
commencing in 1530 and encompassing 158 
years to the year 1688, when no further 
visitations were commissioned. By this time 
the Heralds would have been compelled to 
accept the bulk of arms �borne by 
prescription.� After the years of the 
Visitations, it would have been reasonable 
to assume that claims to arms by the user 
could be allowed if they went back before 
1530. It is also reasonable to assume that 
genuine arms originating before then, and 
having been in proper use during that time 
period, have been  appropriately registered. 
   When these officers of arms conducted 
their Visitations, they were empowered to 
deface any monuments which bore arms 
without authority. They must surely have 
encountered some arms which were utilized 
for the pleasure of the families who were not 
entitled to their proper use. One  must be 
sympathetic with the monumental task of 
the Heralds, not only for the difficulty of 
their responsibilities, but also in 
consideration of the problems concerning 
social position which was most certainly 
affected by their decisions. Some persons 
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who had claim to gentility and were living 
in the style of gentlemen were allowed 
arms, while others were not. It is reasonable 
to assume that the Heralds also encountered 
some �marginal� cases. 
   The Heralds were accustomed to 
accepting arms not granted by the College 
of Arms IF they had been in use for a 
sufficient period of time and if the users 
were persons of gentility. This procedure 
was known as �Arms by Prescription,� and 
the period of time in consideration 
apparently varied according to the strictness 
of the Herald. Of a rule however, the arms 
claimed by those families must have been 
used by them for no less than sixty years, or 
at least two generations before the claim 
was made. Therefore, the right of adopting 
arms which had existed from the earliest 
days of armory was recognized and 
subjected only to the confirmation by the 
Heralds. Once the Visitations ceased, 
Heraldry entered into a period of decay, 
although in America today, we are currently 
enjoying a greater interest in the subject than 
any other time in history. Unfortunately, 
there are a number of companies who 
promote the unauthorized use of arms and 
sell them to the unsuspecting public. 
   Contrary to what these firms would like 
you to believe, Coats of Arms have never 
been granted to surnames. There simply is 
no thing such thing as a �family� coat of 
arms. Armorial bearings are granted, along 
with their proper marks of difference, to 
individuals for use by his direct descendants 
only. 
 
In America we are often in contact with 
heraldic device, some of are legitimate, 
others are not. In most cases, the arms used 
by families in America have been purchased 
from on of a number of Heraldic firms. The 
U.S. Government does not exercise 
authority over the use of arms, and it should 
be pointed out that the Heraldic firms are 
not breaking the law. What they are doing, 
however, is in direct contradiction to all 
heraldic traditions and principles which 
have been established for centuries. Keep in 
mind that the arms sold by these companies 
are of no real historic or heraldic value for 
the buyer. 
 
We have two major problems associated 
with Heraldry in America. First, the general 
public lacks the technical knowledge 
concerning the proper usage; and second, 

we have an absence of authority to regulate 
the use of arms. 
 
IF my readers share my concerns, by now 
they have a burning desire to know WHY 
Edward Tayer was disclaimed by the 
Heralds! Of course mistakes were bound to 
happen, and I am sure there were many 
families who most likely never had the 
opportunity to travel to London to apply for 
a grant. A clue as to the reasons for these 
instances may be found by looking through 
the disclaimers and seeing the notes attached 
by the visiting officers. Unfortunately, this 
information is not readily available to me. 
   Nonetheless, I can speak with authority 
that there are no individuals in America 
today who carry the Thayer surname that 
are likely to have descended from this 
Edward Tayer (see endnote 2). It should be 
noted that an individual can only be 
legitimately entitled to an ancestral coat of 
arms if his direct ancestor was personally 
granted the use of arms. This means that 
even if the supposed armigerous Edward�s 
claim had been acceptable, his brothers, and 
their respective descendants, would still 
have been excluded from use of the 
controversial arms! 
   I challenge each Thayer family to satisfy 
themselves that they have a right to use 
these arms, and I invite others who may 
already have endeavored such an 
achievement to come forward and share 
their findings. May I add a word of caution 
here that you do not rest in the confidence of 
the opinion of your grandfathers, as they 
may have been mistaken! 
 

1. It is my supposition that the present 
Coat of Arms most frequently in use is 
the same as appears in Burkes General 
Armory for the year 1884, and I believe it 
to be similar to that which is generally 
circulated by the Halberts Family 
Heritage Company. 

 
2.  This Edward may have never been one and 
the same Edward Thayer (1577-1627) of 
Thornbury who was an uncle Immigrants, 
Thomas and Richard Thayer. If so, he was the 
husband of Katherine Eddys and was the 
father of immigrant Cecily (Thayer) Davis. 
Edward�s brother Richard (1562-1625) was 
the father of Thomas and Richard. It is 
interesting to note that Edward died about two 
years after the Heraldic Visitations to 
Thornbury and Richard died about the same 
time as the visitations, which leaves the reader 
to wonder if Richard also may have had arms 

to present to the Heraldic had he been alive at 
the time of the visitations! This concept is 
purely speculation, however. 
 
PAY YOUR DUES FOR 1995 AND 
READ THE REST! 
Bibliography: Heraldry Explained. (Arthur 
Charles Fox-Davis, 1971, Rutland, Vermont) 
 
HISTORIAN/GENEALOGIST REPORT 
 
   A trip to the Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City, UT was made this last 
summer during which time I was successful 
in extracting the remainder of the 1920 U.S. 
census sounds. Of the states extracted (IN, 
IA, MI, NY, OH, SD, WI) only OH and NY 
are left remaining to be computerized. TFA 
member Virginia Ristsema volunteered to 
extract the 1850 MI and has already 
accomplished that task. Much appreciation, 
Virginia! 
   I have found it increasingly difficult to 
keep up with the various research, writing, 
and computerization projects with such a 
deluge of correspondence on my desk. I 
plead �overload!� Because the personal 
acknowledgment of the numerous small 
contributions of information submitted by 
the descendants has become so wearisome, I 
ask each to be assured that all your efforts 
are appreciated and request your patience. 
However, in the future I may need to resort 
to answering only those letters which 
contain inquiries. Please be sure to enclose a 
long SASE when you have a question, I am 
on a shoestring budget! 
   It should be noted that the listing of 
Thayer Revolutionary War Soldiers as 
appears in the past issues of the TQ is not a 
complete listing. This information will be 
updated in the TQ when the project is 
complete. Colonel Richard F. Locke of 
1559 St. Andrews DR., Redding, CA, 
96003-9799, states that he will be happy to 
help anyone wishing to apply for 
membership in the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR). 
   There must be many TFA members who 
carry the Thayer surname who have not yet 
submitted their genealogies to the present 
generation. Please do this ASAP so that 
your information will be included in the 
�comprehensive� genealogy project. 
Thanks! 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 SW 161 Place 
Beaverton, OR  9700 
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Moses (continued from page 1) 
   Eliza lived with her daughter Rose and 
son-in-law Daniel Harmon for many years, 
starting perhaps in 1890 at the time of 
Rose�s Marriage. Eliza Barnhart died 
January 1, 1934 in Madison, NH. Eliza is 
buried in Gilman Cemetery, Madison, NH. 
Rose Thayer died in 1938 at Madison, NH. 
Information for this article was supplied by 
the great granddaughter of Moses and 
Eliza: Betty Bue, 10361 Garden Grove 
Blvd., #22, Garden Grove, CA  92643. 
 
Here and Thayer (continued) 
   Paul G. Thayer of Staunton, VA and 
brothers Bill and Robert Thayer of 
Woodbridge, VA attended the convention of 
the Federation of Genealogical Societies on 
October 12th as representatives of TFA. The 
three attended 10 one-hour lectures and are 
sharing their notes along with a 420 page 
syllabus with TFA. 
 
Paul is a frequent and valuable contributor 
to the Thayer Quarterly. Thank you Paul, 
Bill and Robert!    Ed. 
 
The map in the center of this issue was 
supplied by Paul G. Thayer of Staunton, VA 
(see above). Several lists appear on this 
map, each in alphabetical order. Check each 
list for your ancestor! Both Thomas and 
Richard Thayer are listed. 
 
Thank you Paul! This map will be a 
�keeper� for all of us.     Ed. 
 
1995 dues are due! 
   Dues for 1995 are due as of January 1, 
1995. Please don�t wait to pay then. You 
will not receive another issue of The Thayer 
Quarterly unless your dues are paid. 1995 
dues are$15.00 payable to the address in the 
heading. If you have not paid your dues for 
1994, they remain $10.00. We are 
committed to bringing you the best 
information and services we can, but we 
must have your cooperation on paying dues. 
We do not have the time or money to mail 
reminder notices. If you do not pay your 
1995 dues you will be dropped from our 
mailing list! 
 
   The TFA seeks a volunteer who would be 
willing to serve as our curator and archivist 
for Thayer related photos for future use in 
The Thayer Quarterly and forthcoming 
published genealogy. This would require 
someone to who has the capacity to safely 

copy old photographs and return them 
unharmed to the submitter. A file of the 
copied photos, and negatives, would also 
need to be maintained. One of my 
correspondents recently mentioned that she 
and her husband were involved in copying 
and preserving old photos, but I have 
forgotten who this was! This is a big 
responsibility and a wonderful opportunity 
to be a tremendous service to the Thayer 
families on the preservation of our priceless 
photos for future generations. If you are 
willing to volunteer in this capacity, please 
contact;  
Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 S.W. 161 Place 
Beaverton, OR  97007 
 
Coming attractions: 
   The next issue of the Thayer Quarterly 
will start our list of Civil War Veterans. 
Additionally, we will update our list of 
Revolutionary War veterans with 26 more 
veterans that have been identified. 
   Don�t miss part II of Patricia�s article on a 
family coat of arms. Many of us have 
received mailings advertising a coat of arms 
for our family, see what Patricia has to say. 
   Don�t wait to send your up to date 
genealogy to Patricia! The information you 
provide could help out another member! 
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Thayer Book 1500-1660 order form and has 
been removed form this electronic copy. 
END. 

 
 
 




