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CORRECTED ISSUE 
This is a transcribed issue in order to 
create a usable electronic format. The 
masthead information is of our current 
design; the articles below are what 
appeared when this issue was printed. 
 
Welcome Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
   Patricia Thayer Muno has accepted the 
monumental task of TFA Historian/ Genealogist. 
I have been corresponding with Patricia for 2 
years now and finally had the pleasure of meeting 
her in person on April 23. Let me share with you 
some of the accomplishments of this special lady. 

 
Patricia Thayer Muno 

   Patricia has been doing genealogical work for 
more than 20 years. She has worked 16 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, for the last 6 years! She has 
published 5 books; 1 on the Muno family and 4 
on the Thayer family. Her work on the Thayer 
family has been in an effort to find the parentage 
of her great grandfather, Joseph Frank Thayer 
(see queries). 
   Once you�ve met Patricia, you begin to 
understand the meaning of the word focus. Her 
loss of hearing at the young age of 8 helped her to 
center her attention and more finely develop her 
other senses. Later she was challenged with 
genealogy and many of her unique abilities came 
together. For a time she lectured on genealogical 
topics and instructed genealogy classes for 
budding genealogists. But as her search became 
more intense she centered her time on personal 
research and working on increasing her computer 
skills in order to meet the challenge. 

   Patricia uses the PAF ® computer program and 
currently has 33,000 individuals that are lineage 
linked back to the original Thayer immigrants. 
She has an additional 10,000 individuals that are 
not linked. Her files as so massive that she has 
had to limit the scope of her work to Thayers and 
their spouses, omitting children of female 
Thayers. Patricia�s massive Thayer data base 
covers the entire USA to the year 1920 and 
beyond. 
   Like many of us, Patricia tried to use the 
Bezaleel Thayer genealogy �Memorial of the 
Thayer Name...� published in 1874 to find her 
ancestors. This is a massive genealogy but it is 
full of mistakes. Patricia was challenged to index 
this work which she has done in her first Thayer 
book �Errata & Index to the Thayer Genealogy of 
1874� of which 10 copies are still available. I 
have a copy of this index which corrects many 
errors in the Bezaleel genealogy. It is actually 8 
indexes in one with 44 pages of corrections. 
   Patricia used �Genealogies of the Families of 
Braintree...� by Waldo Chamberlain Sprague and 
the Bezaleel genealogy to form the basis of her 
computer files. She has added to that years of 
original research from numerous sources. She has 
even extracted the 1920 Soundex for all states 
except 6. She continues to do her own original 
research but relies on US to help her link-up all 
Thayers to the original immigrants. 
   Patricia�s goal is that of TFA; to publish an up 
to date comprehensive multi-volume genealogy 
of all Thayer families up to the present 
generation. This will include all identifiable 
descendants of Thomas, Richard, and Nathaniel 
Thayer who immigrated to America from 
Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England, in the 
1600�s. She plans to include data on the English 
Thayer families back to the year 1500. Patricia 
has already invested over $30,000 of her own 
money into the research project and relies on 
TFA�s assistance for final publication. 
   Although Patricia is our Historian /Genealogist 
she retains the copyright to her books and will 
continue her Thayer Pedigree Referral Service. 

You can write Patricia Thayer Muno at 6885 
S.W. 161 Place, Beaverton. Oregon, 97007. If 
you are requesting information please enclose a 
SASE. You may also contact Patricia online on 
America On-Line at the screen name 
�TriciaMuno�, (note the omitted space). Richard 
A. Thayer, Editor 
 
First Board of Directors meeting 
 
    The first Board of Directors meeting for 1994 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 25 from I to 5pm, 
at Thayer Academy in Braintree, MA. The 
majority of board members are expected to attend 
as well as Patricia Thayer Muno, TFA 
Historian/Genealogist, and H. Hobart Holly, TFA 
Consultant and Historian for the Braintree and 
Quincy Historical Societies. 
   Recent action by our Board of Directors 
includes making TFA an open association. This 
means anyone may join TFA without proving 
they are a descendant of a Thayer immigrant. 
   All members of TFA are welcome to attend this 
meeting. If you have issues you wish the Board to 
address you may write Raymond A. (Rick) 
Thayer, Secretary and Treasurer, Thayer Families 
Association, P.O. Box 12, Braintree, MA, 02185-
0012. 
 
Here and Thayer 
 
   Garland J. Thayer, a TFA Director, will be 
married this September. Garland is a 25 year 
old financial consultant living in Missoula, 
Montana. He will marry Molly E. Moran on 17 
Sep. 1994 at Seely Lake, Montana. 

 
   James B. Thayer, TFA Vice President from 
Beaverton, OR will be among those 
representing the United States in Normandy to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the invasion of 
France during World War 11. Jim is a civilian aid 
to the Secretary of the United States Army and 
Special Assistant to the Executive Director for 
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Here and Thayer (cont.) 
the United States 50th Commemoration of World 
War 11. 

 
   A reunion for descendants of Henry Thayer
 (1821-1898) and Melissa Hitchcock (1827-
1931) will be held August 14th at Schafer Park in 
Brady, WA. Geri Thayer states �we are expecting 
about 50 people and hoping for more. In the past 
our turnout has been 80+.� For additional details 
contact Geri Thayer, 271-17 Romerman Rd., 
Chehalis, WA, 98532. 

 
A reunion for the descendants of Charles Thayer 
(b. 1816 OH) and Martha Ann Hendrickson (b. 
1824 KY) is planned for the month of August in 
Indiana. Interested individuals should contact 
Mrs. Grace Farrar, 712 Spring Creek Road, 
Lebanon, TN 37087. 

 
Edward Carrington Thayer (1828-1898) will be 
honored during the centennial celebration of the 
Uxbridge Free Public Library. An open house 
will be held on June 18 in the Thayer Memorial 
Building which Edward Thayer donated over 
S40,000 to have built in 1874. For more 
information contact; Elizabeth J. Thayer 
Lindblom, 2 Highness Dr., Uxbridge, MA 01569. 
 
QUERIES AND OUR POLICY 
 
   Each newsletter will contain queries as space 
allows. The first priority for publishing queries 
will be to resolve disconnected Thayer families. 
Our main objective of publishing a 
comprehensive genealogy requires that we ensure 
all Thayer families are linked back to the original 
immigrants. Additionally, all queries must be 
submitted to our Historian/Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno, (see address on first page). This 
will ensure that we do not waste valuable time 
and newsletter space on information that Patricia 
already has in her files. Please submit as much 
information as possible. If Patricia cannot answer 
your query she will forward it to the newsletter 
editor for publication. 
 
QUERIES 
   Seek parentage of Joseph Frank (�Frank�) 
Thayer, said to have been born 11 APR 1862 
Boston, MA. Birth was not recorded in MA Vital 
Records! Married Cars A. Carr of Lynn MA abt 
1886, where? Resided St. Paul MN about 1888 to 
1892 when removed to CA. Patricia Thayer 
Muno, 6885 S.W. 161 Place. 

   Seek parentage of Oliver Thayer who died in 
Williamstown, MA 1792. His wife Anne 
(_____) may have remarried in 1793 to 
Constant Whitford. Oliver is #1854 in 
Bezaleel Genealogy but is not the son of 
Thomas Thayer and Hannah Poole as listed! 
Children listed are correct; Elisabeth b. 
6Sep1772, Oliver b. 8Feb1774, Mary (Polly) 
b. 1Oct1777, and Jonathan b. 24May1779. 
Rick Thayer 2885 John Carlson RD, 
Bremerton, WA 98310 (98311 alter lJul1994). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVOLUTION VETERANS 
   Listed below is the first in a series of 
Thayers who served in the Revolutionary 
War. All were born in Massachusetts except 
where noted. All veterans are linked to the 
original Thayer immigrants. Future issues 
will continue this list as well as Civil War 
Veterans. Information provided by Patricia 
Thayer Muno. If you believe you are a 
descendant of one of these heroes, Patricia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER 
Abel  1740 1814 Braintree Dorothy Curtis 
Abiah  1729 1789  Braintree  Elizabeth Hunt 
Abner  1764 ----  Braintree Persis Turner 
Abraham 1757 1819  Braintree Lydia Thayer 
Abraham 1739 1777  Braintree Phebe Wright 
Alexander 1756 1833  Braintree  Lucy Edson 
Amos  1745 1819  Braintree Hannah Damerell 
Amos  1757 1838 Uxbridge Lois Emerson 
Asa  1761 1828  Uxbridge Mary Murdock 
Bartholomew 1757 1826  Braintree Rebecca Brackett 
Baruch  1764 1823 Bellingham Mary Bingham 
Benjamin 1744 1826 Mendon  Sarah Bosworth 
       Ruth Alden 
Benjamin 1744 ----  Marblehead Jane Clark 
Benjamin 1738 1802  Braintree Hannah Howland 
       Chloe Shaw 
Caleb  1757 1831  Braintree Judith Hayden 
Caleb  1749 1778  (of) Mendon Susanna Threshere 
Caleb  1736 ----  Mendon  Elizabeth Daniels 
Calvin  1756 1814  Braintree Sarah (Sally) Penniman 
       Hannah Nash 
Christopher 1741 1823  Braintree Bethia Hunt 
Cornelius 1757 ----  Bellingham Aseneth Bradley 
Daniel  1756 1835  Mendon  Beulah Corbitt 
David  1759 1785  Braintree Anna French 
David  1727 1795  Braintree Mary Ager 
Ebenezer 1746 1809  Braintree Rachel Thayer 
Ebenezer 1734 1792 Boston  Martha Cotton 
Ebenezer 1758 ---- Weymouth *Obediah Thayer 
Elias  1741 1806 Bellingham Hannah Ellis 
Elijah  1762 1820 (of) Taunton Mehitable Pratt 
Eliphaz  1762 1848  Braintree Deliverance Thayer 
Elisha  1735 1819 Norton  Anna Grover, Mary Grover 
Elkanah  1747 1829  Braintree Mary Adams 
Ellis  1752 1840  (of) Mendon Mary/Molly Shafter 
Enoch  1751 1846  Mendon  Catherine Sherman 
       Joanna Darling, Mary Higgins 
Enoch  1745 1830  Braintree Rebecca Curtis 
Ephraim  1740 1781  Braintree Phebe Porter 
Eseck  1762 1850  Uxbridge Mary Shepardson 
       Jane Roberts 
Ezekiel  1745 1836 Taunton  Hannah Randall 
       Mary Newell/Pratt 
       Anna Perkins 
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TITANIC THAYERS 
   Yes, the Thayer family was represented on 
the S.S TITANIC! Last school year my son 
came home from school and asked if I knew 
that there was a Thayer on the TITANIC. I had 
to confess that I was unaware of this. While 
corresponding with Patricia Thayer Muno this 
subject came up again. H. Hoffman Dolan of 
Villanova, PA, had loaned Patricia a copy of 
the book: �The Sinking of the S.S. TITANIC� 
written by his uncle John Borland Thayer Jr. 
who survived the sinking. I was asked to write 
an article for this newsletter about our cousins 
on the TITANIC. 
   John Borland Thayer Jr., the fourth to bear 
that name, wrote his account of the sinking of 
the TITANIC in a 30 page booklet that was 
published in 1940, 28 years after the sinking. 
�Jack� as he was called, dedicated his book to 
the memory of his father. 

Jack starts his book with a preface 
explaining the mood of the times in 1912. Jack 
felt his life was planned out for him, even at 
his age of 17 years. The world was a known 
quantity and mankind felt that things were 
under their control. Jack felt the TITANIC 
disaster woke up the world to a new reality. 
Jack admits in the preface that every survivor 
of such a catastrophy may tell a different story, 
and only through our collective knowledge 
may we understand the truth. 
   In researching this article I corresponded 
with Mr. Edward S. Kamuda, President of the 
TITANIC HISTORICAL SOCIETY, who 
wrote of Jack; �How ironic that his sketch was 
scoffed at for many years and when Dr. 
Ballard found the wreck, Mr. Thayer�s sketch 
suddenly became so real!� It seems that Jack 
had made sketches of the sinking ship the day 
of the disaster which show the TITANIC 
broken in two pieces. It was only with the 
discovery and photography of the wreck in 
September of 1985 that we know this to be 
true. The 1974 publication of Jack Thayer�s 
book includes these sketches and pictures of 
Jack and his parents. A copy of this edition 
and a picture of Jack was given to me by Mr. 
Edward S. Kamuda. 
   Jack does not tell us in the book why his 
family is on the TITANIC, only that he boarded 
with his family in Southampton. The party 
consisted of Jack, his father, his mother, 
Marian Longstreth Morris Thayer, and his 
mothers maid, Margaret Flemming. Although 
Jack does not say his family is affluent it 
appears to be true. John Borland Thayer Sr. is 
Second Vice-President of the Pennsylvania 

Railroad. On this crossing he secured 2 first-
class staterooms for his family. Jack had a 
stateroom for himself. Jack states that as a lad 
of 17 he was �all over the ship.� 

 
John Borland Thayer Jr. �Jack� 
Picture courtesy of the TITANIC HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY INC. 
   Jack reports the trip started with a startling 
incident. As the TITANIC passed the S.S. 
OCEANIC which was moored to another ship, 
the suction of the screws of the TITANIC 
broke the moorings of the OCEANIC. The 
stern of the OCEANIC swung out into the 
channel and came within a �yard or two� of 
stricking the TITANIC. Jack remarked; �This 
narrowly averted collision was considered an 
ill-omen by all those accustomed to the sea.� 
   Jack spent several days sailing and dinning 
in luxury. He mentions the names of several 
prominent families with whom he and his 
family conversed. On the night of Sunday, 
April 14th, Jack dinned alone. He was joined 
after dinner by Milton C. Long who introduced 
himself to Jack. They talked for about an hour 
when Jack decided to turn in for the night. 
After saying goodnight to his parents Jack 
dressed for bed and was winding his watch, it 
was 11:45 PM. Just as Jack was about to step 
into bed he swayed slightly and realized the 
ship had swayed to port. The ships engines 
stopped and voices and running feet could be 
heard on deck. Jack called to his father that he 
was going up on deck to see the �fun�. His 
father replied he would dress and come up 
also. 
   Jack was joined on deck by his father. 
Although no iceberg was visible they were 
informed the ship had hit one. After some 
milling about on deck Jack and his father came 

in from the cold and met Mr. Thomas 
Andrews, one of the ships designers, who told 
them he did not give the ship much over a hour 
to live. Jack remarked of Mr. Andrews; �No 
one was better qualified to know.� 
   At 12:15 AM the stewards passed the word 
for everyone to go below and dress in warm 
clothing and life preservers. Jack and his father 
went below to find his Mother and her maid 
fully dressed. They hurried up to the lounge on 
�A� deck which was becoming crowded. 
Jack�s new friend Milton Long appeared and 
asked to join the Thayers. 
   At 12:45 AM the noise on deck was terrific. 
The now idle boilers were blowing off excess 
steam through relief valves and the crew was 
launching distress rockets. The word was 
passed for women and children to board 
lifeboats on the port side. The Thayer party 
proceeded to �B� deck on the port side of the 
ship. Jack and Milton Long were separated 
from the rest of the party and they moved to 
the starboard side of the ship to collect 
themselves and decide what to do. 
   At 1:45 AM the ship was down at the head 
and the bow covered with water. Jack and 
Milton watched as the last boats were loaded. 
It was a confusing scene and Jack decided 
against trying for a lifeboat. They witnessed 
few cowardly and many heroic events. Milton 
talked Jack out of trying to swim to a half-full 
lifeboat. Jack later realized the water 
temperature was 28 degrees and most deaths 
occured from the cold and not from drowning. 
   Jack and Milton did their best to stay away 
from the crowd of men, hoping to jump clear 
of the ship and swim away from the suction of 
the ship sinking. When they finaly jumped 
they were only 12 or 15 feet above the water. 
Milton was sucked into a deck below, Jack 
was pushed clear of the sinking ship. Jack�s 
watch stopped at 2:22 AM. 
   Jack was struggling and freezing in the water 
but rather than swim away he turned to watch 
the ship break up and sink. He saw the second 
funnel break loose and fall in the water in front 
of him, sucking him underwater. Jack would 
later learn that his father was last seen standing 
under this second funnel. It is speculated that 
John Borland Thayer Sr. was struck and killed 
by the second funnel of the ship. When Jack 
came back to the surface he found himself next 
to a collapsable lifeboat which was floating 
upsidedown with several men already on 
board. Jack was assisted on this lifeboat which 
would eventually hold 28 men until rescued.
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   Jack tells of a harrowing night spent 
motionless on that capsized lifeboat, afraid the 
icy cold water. At 6:30 AM daylight allowed 
the huddled mass on this boat to untangle 
themselves and assess their situation. With the 
aid of a whistle they were able to summon 
other lifeboats to come to their aid. Two 
lifeboats from the TITANIC took these 28 men 
off their precarious perch which unquestionably 
saved their lives. Jack�s own mother was 
manning an oar in one of these boats. 
   At 7:30 AM Jack was aboard the 
CARPATHIA.. He met his mother at the top of 
they ladder. While they both rejoiced at their 
survival, they grieved the loss of John Borland 
Thayer Sr. Jack was given a cup of brandy, the 
first alcohol he had in his life, and after a nap 
until noon he woke up feeling �fit and well, 
just as though nothing had happened.� 
   I have often wondered how I would behave 
under such life threatening circumstances. 
Having never been tested r can only hope that 
I would perform as bravely as the men on the 
TITANIC who loaded women and children in 
to lifeboats and remained on board to face the 
cold sea. We now know that two of our family 
behaved honorably, one giving his life. 
   There will never be an end to this story. The 
sinking of the TITANIC was a disaster that will 
never be forgotten. As far as our technology 
takes us there are lessons to be learned from 
the TITANIC. We only have to think back to 
1986 and the space shuttle CHALLENGER to 
be reminded of the results of our complacence 
with technology. ----Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
 
Copies of The Sinking of the Titanic, Item #234 
can be ordered for $7, shipping included, 
from: The Titanic Historical Society P.O. Box 
51053, Indian Orchard, MA 01051-0053 
 
END. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR VETS  
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 11 of the original Issue was the Thayer 
Book 1500-1660 order form and has been 
removed form this electronic copy. END

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER 
 
Ezra  1762 1806  Braintree Charlotte French 
Gaius  1744 1831  Braintree Sarah Veazie 
Gideon R. 1741 1798  Braintree Betsev/Bettv Wild 
Gideon  1753 1836 (of) Smithfield RI Maribah Wilcox 
Ichabod  1745 1820  Mendon  Mary Marsh 
       Miriam Johnson/Jones 
       Matilda Daniels 
Isaac  1742 1827  Braintree Abigail Thayer 
       Lydia Thayer 
Isaac  1741 1805  Braintree Sarah Spear 
       Rachel Sawin 
       Hannah Joyce 
Isaac  1776 1846 Hebron, ME Deborah Crocker 
Isaac  1730 1821 Plymouth Jael Whitten 
Jaazaniah 1733 ----  Braintree Kate Child 
Jacob  1729 1807  Braintree Abigail (_____) 
       Bathsheba Bates 
       Mary/Molly Pratt 
James  1752 1786  Braintree Mehitable Brackett 
       Mary Whales Thayer 
James  1762 ---- (of) Uxbridge (_____) (_____) 
Jedediah  1743 1788  Braintree Elizabeth Barter 
Jeremiah 1754 1818  Braintree Elizabeth Dyer   
Jeremiah 1757 1832 Bridgewater Catherine Pratt   
       Wealthy (_____) 
Jeremiah 1729 ----  Braintree Tabitha Leavitt   
Jeremiah 1725 1805  Mendon  Alice Holbrook 
Jeremiah 1750 ---- (of) Mendon Anna Page   
       Elizabeth Cook   
Jerijah  1762 1857 Bolton, CT Cynthia Case   
Job  1759 1820  Braintree Rachel Hollis (unmarr.) 
       Mary Wade   
Joel  1760 1840  Mendon  Susannah Cheney 


