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This is a transcribed issue in order to 
create a usable electronic format. The 
masthead information is of our current 
design; the articles below are what 
appeared when this issue was printed. 
 
General Ebenezer Thayer 
   Ebenezer Thayer6 was born August 21 1746 in 
Braintree, MA. He was the first child of Ebenezer 
Thayer (1721) and Susanna Niles (1719). He is a 
descendant of the immigrant Thomas Thayer and 
his lineage is as follows: Ebenezer6-5-4-3, Thomas2-

1. 
   On February 4, 1773 Ebenezer6 married Rachel 
Thayer (1744). Rachel Thayer was a descendant 
of the immigrant Richard Thayer. Rachel�s 
mother, Rachel Thayer (1723) was a descendant 
of the immigrant Thomas Thayer. Here we have 
two examples of marriages between descendants 
of our two most prodigious immigrant ancestors, 
Thomas and Richard. 
   On July 15, 1776 Ebenezer Thayer was elected 
Town Clerk and Treasurer of Braintree, MA. One 
of his first official acts was to record the 
Declaration of Independence. Ebenezer was a 
diligent clerk who recorded many births that had 
previously been omitted. He served in this office 
21 years, 10 years before the division of Braintree 
and Quincy, and 11 years after that division. 
During his 21 year stretch Ebenezer missed only 
one town meeting, and that being due to military 
service! 
   Ebenezer�s life of civil service included several 
other offices and committees. He was a 
Selectman of the town for 8 years and a member 
of the Executive Council for 2 years. In 1777 he 
was chosen to the Committee of Safety. He was 
appointed the first Sheriff of the county of 
Norfolk at its formation in 1793. In 1794 he 
resigned as Sheriff and his half brother Atherton 
was appointed in his place. He served as Town 
Representative to the Massachusetts General 
Court for �years�, and as Councilor. 
   Ebenezer�s military service began in April, 
1775 when he was commissioned lieutenant in 
the company of Minute Men under Captain 
John Vinton. He served only three days in this 
capacity but was soon called to serve as a 
lieutenant in an independent company under 
the command of Captain Vinton. This stretch 

of service lasted 8 months, 2 weeks, and 4 
days. On January 1, 1776, Ebenezer is again in 
the command of a company, this time for 3 
months and 1 day. It is unclear at what date 
Ebenezer is promoted to the rank of colonel, 
but records show that he had attained that rank 
before September 8, 1777. The now Colonel 
Thayer served again in command of a 
regiment of new levies from Suffolk County 
who were raised for 3 months to support the 
Continental Army in 1780. About the year 
1791 Ebenezer Thayer was a commissioned 
brigadier general of the militia. It is unknown 
how long General Thayer served at this rank. 
   Ebenezer and Rachel resided on Elm Street 
of Braintree, MA on an estate just East of the 
Meeting House. They are known to have had 7 
children: 
Elisha Thayer (1773-1805) 
Ebenezer Coddington Thayer (1775-1775) 
Ebenezer Coddington Thayer (1776-1805) 
Gideon Latimer Thayer (1777-1819) 
Nathaniel Frederick Thayer (1779-1820) 
Ebenezer Francis Thayer (1784-1824) 
Samuel Niles Thayer (1786-1852) 
   Ebenezer Thayer retired from public service 
in 1804 due to ill health. He died May 30, 
1809 after a long and distinguished career of 
both civil and military service. One of 
Ebenezer�s sons wrote: �His death, though 
somewhat sudden, was easy: his senses 
unimpaired, his mind calm and unruffled. He 
died like a real disciple of that pure religion of 
which he for many years was a professor.� 
   Rachel (Thayer) Thayer was born December 
20, 1744 and died August 29, 1819 at the age 
of 74. We can assume Rachel was a hearty 
women, bearing her last of 7 children at the 
age of 42. We can also imagine that Rachel 
was a devoted wife to Ebenezer, allowing him 
to devote his life to service of his country and 
community. 
 
Bibliography: 
1) General Ebenezer Thayer by Samuel A. 
Bates, Old Braintree 1640, © 1940, The 
Braintree Tercentenary Committee. 
2) Descendants of Richard Thayer, © 1992, 
Patricia Thayer Muno. 

3) Descendants of Thomas Thayer, © 1994, 
Patricia Thayer Muno. 
 
Story idea and materials provided by Paul G. 
Thayer, 210 Edgewood Rd., Staunton, VA. 
 

 

 
1995 Annual TFA Meeting 

 
   The 1995 annual TFA meeting will be held 
June 10, 1995 in the auditorium room of the 
Thayer Public Library, Main Branch, 798 
Washington Street, Braintree, MA. The annual 
meeting is open to TFA members, family, and 
invited guests. The meeting is scheduled for 1 
to 6 PM EST. 
   The annual meeting will include reports from 
the officers and nominations and elections of 
new officers for vacated posts. Additionally, 
Patricia Thayer Muno will deliver the 
Historian/Genealogist�s Report, and if able to 
attend, TFA Vice-President James B. Thayer 
will lead a discussion on a fund raising project. 
   Reservations have been made at two local 
motels beginning June 8 through June 11: The 
Day�s Inn, 190 Wood Road, telephone 1-617-
848-1260, $65 + tax for double occupancy. 
The Sheraton-Tara Hotel/Motel, 37 Forbes 
Road, telephone 1-617-848-0600, $125 + tax 
for double occupancy.  
   For further information or help with your 
plans please contact TFA Secretary/ Treasurer 
Raymond, PO Box 12, Braintree, MA 02185-
0012. You may also telephone Rick at 1-617-
328-8236 or contact him on America On-line 
at the screen name RickEast. 
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Director & Membership Chairman 
   Meet Albert Thayer Morton, a TFA Director 
and your Membership Chairman. In a 
continuing effort to introduce you to the people 
of TFA that do so much for all of us. I asked Al 
to submit an autobiography for this newsletter.  
Ed.  
 

 
Albert Thayer Morton 

 
   Albert Thayer Morton was born in Flint, 
Michigan on 1 Sep 1939, the first child of 
Harry Thayer Morton, and Marjorie Anna 
Williams. Al�s only sibling, William Frederick 
Morton, was born 4 years later, to the day. 
   Al grew up in Flint, during the heyday of the 
automobile, and graduated from high school in 
1957. Of course, living in Flint, he did drive a 
�57 Chevy. He started college, in what was 
then known as Flint Junior College. He 
transferred to Ferris State University in 1959, 
and graduated from Ferris State University in 
1962, with a BS degree in Pharmacy. 
   Shortly after graduation from college, Al 
Married Valerie Jeanne Miller, of Flint, 
Michigan. They had 3 children: Maribeth b. 
1963, Natalie b. 1964, and Bradley Thayer 
Morton b. 1966. Al was particularly pleased 
when Bradley, and his wife Anna, named their 
first son, born in 1994, Thayer John Morton. 
   Al became interested in tracing his 
genealogy in 1965, when his father died. In 
1965, all genealogy was done on paper, and 
Al worked on the genealogy for about 3 
years. The �paper� finally got to him, and he 
gave up any further research. 
   Al�s wife, Valerie, died in 1972. He 
married again, to an old college sweetheart, 
Carolyn Harden, in 1983. They are living 
happily in Rochester, New York, (Penfield 
is a suburb of Rochester). 
   When Al�s step-father died, in 1991, Al 
decided to get back into the genealogical 
research of his origins. Having started using 

computers in 1982 he decided that using a 
computer was a good way to continue his 
research. He purchased �brand X� program 
for genealogy, and entered all of the data 
that he had previously written on paper. Up 
popped a problem Bradley married Anna, 
and Maribeth married Louis. Anna and 
Louis were brother and sister, �brand X� 
program could not deal with that. Al tried a 
couple of other programs, and the problem 
still persisted. 
   He doesn�t remember the time, or the 
electronic service, but someone 
recommended contacting Patricia Thayer 
Muno. Al did contact Patricia Thayer Muno, 
and she was able to supply all of the 
information that Al needed to trace his roots 
back to Thomas Thayer, the immigrant to 
North America, AND Patricia suggested 
that he might like �PAF�, which is 
published by the LDS Church. He entered 
the data into PAF, and decided that this was 
the only software worth using. It was 
inexpensive. Cost: $35.00 First update was 
free, but the second update was $3.00 The 
most recent update was free. 
   On to Al�s lineage: The line goes like this: 
Thomas, Ferdinando, Jonathan, Jonathan, 
Jonathan, Asahel, Artemas, Geroge W., 
George W., Fannie Estelle Thayer, Harry 
Thayer Morton, and then Al. 
   Having heard of the Thayer Family 
Association, from Patricia, Al asked if there 
was anything that he could do to help the 
TFA. She suggested that he write to 
Raymond Alexander Thayer. Al did write to 
Raymond Alexander Thayer, asking if there 
was anything that he could do, to help. As 
they say: THE REST IS HISTORY! 
   Al�s hobbies include messing around with 
computers, taking Sunday naps, and sailing. 
His last sailing trip was on a 42� Cat, out of 
Annapolis, MD, in May 1994. If all goes 
well, the next trip will be sailing in the Cape 
Cod area for 2 or 3 weeks, on the same 42� 
Cat. Al�s oldest friend (that means longest 
continuous friendship) is Dr. Richard 
Nivala, with whom Al attended college 
(Ferris 1960). Dick owns the cat, and Al 
taught Dick how to sail. Al has spent most 
of his life sailing in the Great Lakes (mostly 
Lake Huron), and also has spent a great deal 
of time sailing in the British Virgin Islands. 
   Al doesn�t remember teaching Dick to 
sail. Al remembers that they just sailed. 
Well there was that one thunderstorm thing. 
Dick did do a good job of bringing down the 
sails. Only spent 10 minutes in the water. 
Contrary to legend, the captain does not 

have to be the last person to leave the ship. 
Throw a half-hitch around that piling� 
 
   Thank you Al, for sharing some of your 
personal life with the rest of us. Al Morton 
maintains our membership list and has 
spent hours adding Zip+4 Zipcodes to 
provided the fastest delivery of this 
newsletter. For membership questions and 
address changes write: Albert Thayer 
Morton, 115 Willow Pond Way, Penfield, 
NY  14526-2621. Al can also be contacted 
on America On-Line at the screen name 
AlMorton80.    Ed. 
 

QUERIES AND OUR POLICY 
   Each newsletter will contain queries as 
space allows. The first priority for 
publishing queries will be to resolve 
disconnected Thayer families. Additionally, 
all queries must be submitted to the TFA 
Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer 
Muno, 6885 SW 161 Place, Beaverton, OR, 
97007-6336. If Patricia cannot answer your 
query she will forward it to the newsletter 
editor for publication in the next issue. 
 

QUERIES 
   Seeking birth/parentage data of Daniel 
Thayer of Lubec, Washington County, ME 
to Isabell Mc Donald. Their son, John 
Thayer (b. 1806 Lubec, ME) married Mary 
Margaret Beresford (b. 1810 in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, Canada) and were the parents 
of 11 known children: John Jr., Abigail, 
William, Isabel, Mary, Sarah, Daniel, 
Andrew, Charles, George, and Frank. 
Anyone having info. on this family, please 
contact Patricia Thayer Muno, 6885 SW 
161 Place, Beaverton, OR 97007-6336. 
 

Here and Thayer 
 
   TFA thanks Kevin Lynn Thayer, of Utah, 
who is performing a valuable service in 
helping identify fellow genealogists who 
have interest in the Thayer surname. 
 
   TFA thanks Stan Jeffers of the Decorah 
Genealogical Association for his submission 
of Thayer obituaries from the Decorah, 
Iowa vicinity. The submission of ANY 
recent Thayer obituaries to our genealogist 
would be appreciated. 
 
   TFA thanks Henry Jerome (�Jerry�) 
Thayer for his recent efforts to extract and 
submit Thayers appearing in the 1850/60/70 
Census enumerations. 
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Historian�s Report-- Winter 1995 
 
   The Thayer census computerization 
project through 1920 is complete! This 
includes all Thayers appearing in each of the 
states for 1880, 1900, 1910 and 1920 
soundexes (1910 was soundexes for selected 
states only). The project has taken me years 
to accomplish and it is a relief to have it all 
done. I have a number of Thomas Thayer 
Descendants books with the erroneous 
heading (reads �Descendants of RICHARD 
Thayer� at the top of each page) and reverse 
bound margin that I am willing to sell for 
$25.00 on a first come first serve basis. All 
other info. correct. All other descendancy 
books are sold out. 
 
   We at the Thayer Families Association are 
encouraging the various descendants to 
organize in their respective branches. In 
order to accomplish this, we are seeking 
volunteers to act as �FAMILY 
REPRESENTATIVES.� One need not be 
an expert in genealogical matters in order to 
accomplish this. However, it is hoped that 
the Family Representatives will serve as a 
central �repository� for information on the 
descendants of their respective lines. The 
�position� can be about anything the 
volunteer wishes it to be from collector and 
�Curator� of family records and 
photographs and other materials; to 
organizer of Family Reunions, etc. The 
main responsibility would be in keeping our 
association�s Genealogist/Historian up-to-
date in the collection of information and act 
as an �ambassador� for the TFA. It is also 
encouraged that our representatives would 
actively seek the participation of their non-
member relatives to join us in the TFA. 
   This challenge affords the opportunity to 
strengthen family ties and have some fun 
and rewarding experiences in the process. 
There can be more than one representative 
on any given line, so long as the various 
endeavors are coordinated, and thereby 
preventing wasteful duplication of efforts. If 
YOU are willing to serve in this capacity, 
please contact Patricia at 6885 S.W. 161 
Place, Beaverton, OR  97007-6336. The 
TFA wishes to welcome the following new 
Family Representatives who appear below 
the ancestors they represent:  
 
Albert Thayer (1824) and Mary Ann 
Sargent (1827) 
 
Bessie Pier Green, 725 Main Street, 
Conneaut, OH  44030-2251 

Bezaleel J. Thayer (1835-1904) and 
Catherine Berger (1840-1890) 
 
Jenny Thayer Dittrick, 902 Dexter, 
Winlock, WA  98596 
 
Israel Thayer (1788-1857) and Sally Linsey 
(abt 1792-1874) 
 
Donald Owen Thayer, 465 S.E. Washington 
Ave., Chehalis, WA  98532 
 
John Green Thayer (1796-1837) and 
Hannah Pangborn (1791-1848/9) 
 
Greald D. Weaver, Box 60-B Crane Creek, 
Pleasantville, TN  37147 
 
Seth Thayer (1771-1817) and Persis Tyron 
(1773) 
 
Patricia J. Bedell, 5258 Tennis Court, 
Circle, Tampa, FL  33617 
 
Spencer Thayer (1799-1878) and Sally 
Butler (1805-1870) 
 
Lolita Thayer Guthrie, 123 No. Grove 
Street, Bowling Green, OH  43402-2319 
 
Moses Allen Thayer (1840-1875) & Laura 
Eliza Barnhart (1844-1934) 
 
Betty Harmon Bue, 10361 Garden Grove 
Blvd., Unit 22, Garden Grove, CA  92643. 
 

Use of the Thayer Coat of Arms 
(PART II) 

 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   I had hoped to received some feed-back 
from our readers after the publishing of Part 
I in the Fall issue of the Thayer Quarterly, 
but I have not heard anything to date. 
Perhaps the news that we may be using 
arms to which we have no rights did not 
settle well with some. Please let me hear 
from you if you did have comments 
regarding the subject. I would like to point 
out that I made an error in Part I wherein I 
stated that �Richard died about the same 
time as the visitation,� as I have since been 
able to find out more relevant information 
on that particular visitation and now know 
that Richard instead died 2 years after the 
visitation. 
   Concerning the use of Arms in America, 
for the majority of us in this country who 
have come through the filters of time and 
place, there will be few who hold the same 
importance of class consciousness and 

�prestige� as our English and European 
cousins presently do. There may be those 
who would outwardly deny that the officers 
of arms have the authority to assert usage 
concerning the right to arms, and may even 
contend that the Crown is superfluous; 
though we all seemingly yearn for a symbol 
of our new found unity. 
   Therefore it is comforting to know that an 
individual can still obtain a formal patent of 
arms, adapted to the circumstances of the 
present day, conferring upon them the right 
to bear and transmit the armorial bearings to 
their posterity and which his granted by the 
Crown upon payment of certain fees. One 
should not be fooled into thinking that an 
ancient coat of arms is more honorable than 
a modern one on the grounds that the latter 
was �purchased,� as all Arms are paid for at 
one time or another, the precedence of the 
date being the only advantages of the former 
over the latter. 
   For more information on this, our readers 
may write to the following address: H. M. 
College of Arms, Queen Victoria Street, 
London, EC 4, England. If you can prove 
the authority to arms, they will register your 
right to them.(1) I warn however, that this is 
no small venture and would take several 
years to undertake and then possibly several 
more years to convince the heraldic 
authorities of your qualifications to register! 
   Irregardless, do not be totally discouraged 
if an attempt to prove a right to arms by 
inheritance through that passage has failed. 
In-as-much as the U.S. Government 
declines to exercise such responsibility, the 
individual is left with the freedom to choose 
for himself the method he would use to 
obtain armorial bearings. Probably a more 
sensible course of action would be to apply 
for a new grant of arms from the heraldic 
authorities in Madrid, Spain. The Spanish 
Cronistas de Armas will grant new armorial 
bearings to citizens of the U.S. who live in 
formerly Spanish Colonial areas.)2_ A letter 
should be sent requesting a new grant of 
arms be issued, supplying a drawing of the 
arms desired, and requesting that you be 
notified of fees involved. Interested 
individuals may write to: Don Vencente de 
Cadenas y Vincent, Cronistas Rey deArmas, 
Calle de Atocha, 91 Madrid 12, Spain. 
   A symbolic design intended for use by all 
Thayers is presently being crafted. 
(continued page 4) 
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Use of the Thayer Coat of Arms (cont.) 
 
Watch for details in a future �TQ� issue! 
Patricia Thayer Muno 6 Jan 1995. 
 
(1) To prove a right to arms in England it is 
necessary to show a male line of descent--
without break--from a person who was 
granted a patent; OR from a person whose 
right to bear arms was confirmed at one of 
the visitations; OR from a person whose 
right has been officially recorded at the 
college of arms in London. 
(2) The Heraldic authorities in Scotland and 
Ireland recognizes these grants, but England 
will not. I understand that the fees involved 
are reasonable and considerably less than 
those of the English College of Arms. 
   (Source: The Use and Abuse of Coats of 
Arms in North America. Lowell A. Barker. 
1980 World Conference on Record, Volume 
3, series 318) 
 

 
 
Revolutionary War Veterans 
 
   The following list if Thayer Revolutionary 
War Soldiers has been compiled by our 
TFA Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno. 
After the first listings were published in the 
Spring and Summer issues of the Thayer 
Quarterly, a number of descendants wrote 
and mentioned they were disappointed that 
their Revolutionary Ancestor was not 
included. Patricia spent considerable time 
searching a variety of records and found an 
additional 99 soldiers! This list may not yet 
be complete and if our readers know of yet 
other veterans of the American Revolution it 
would be appreciated if they would please 
inform Patricia. A complete list, including 
those previously published in the Thayer 
Quarterly, will be made available in the 
future. 
 
   It was mentioned in the last issue of the 
Thayer Quarterly that this issue would 
contain a list of Civil War Veterans. Due to 
Patricia�s fine efforts in finding so many 
more Revolutionary War veterans it was 
necessary to delay the start of that list. 
Hopefully the Spring 1995 issue of the 
Thayer Quarterly will start our list of 
Thayers who served in the Civil War. 
 
 
 
 

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER 
Aaron  1758 1829 Mendon, MA Rossana LEGG 
Abijah  1758 1844 Taunton, MA Betty THAYER 
      Betsy MURDOCK 
Ahaz  1761 1830 Medway, MA Cynthia HUNT 
Alexander  1756 1833 Braintree, MA Lucy EDSON 
Amariah  abt 1770 ---- of Heath, MA Susanna BIGELOW 
      Sarah BRIGHAM 
Amasa  1754 1802 Mendon, MA Perley WHEELOCK 
Amasa  1764 1813 Braintree, MA Elizabeth HELYER 
Ambrose  1766 1818 Braintree, MA Sarah HOLLIS, Ruth THAYER 
Amos  1760 1833 Bellingham, MA Lucy Bacon PIERCE 
Artemas  1764 1840 Heath, MA  Lydia DENSMORE 
Asa  1749 1809 Braintree, MA Miriam CLARK 
Asa  1752 1828 Braintree, MA Mary (�Molly�) HUNT 
Asahel  1737 1808 Mendon, MA Esther DANIELS 
Barnabas  1759 1833 Braintree, MA Lucy NASH 
Benjamin  1756 1811 Mendon, MA Elizabeth COOK 
Benoni  1757 ---- New Milford, CT Naomi SKINNER 
Caleb  1757 ---- Randolph, MA Rachel STEVENS 
Christopher 1732 ---- Norton, MA Bathsheba SKINNER 
David  1753 ---- Weymouth, MA  
David  1739 ---- Mendon, MA Joanna WELD 
David  1761 1843 Bellingham, MA Mary SPRAGUE 
Demetrius  1764 1848 Braintree, MA Sara BLANCHARD 
Dependence 1730 ---- Mendon, MA Hannah THOMPSON 
Ebenezer  1749 1800 Braintree, MA Deborah WILD 
      Lydia WEST 
Ebenezer  1756 1781 of Boston, MA *Cornelius THAYER 
Edward  1764 1827 Taunton, MA Rebecca HACK 
Elias  1752 ---- Braintree, MA Rachel FRENCH 
Elijah  1738 1810 Taunton, MA Lydia COBB 
Elijah  1749 1816 Braintree, MA Phebe THAYER 
Ephraim  1749 1836 Braintree, MA Rebecca POTTER 
Ephraim  1755 1829 Mansfield, MA Sarah STETSON 
Ezekiel  1759 1837 Bellingham, MA Phebe RUGG, Esther (_____)  
Ezra  1773 1854 of Orwell, VT Lucy HILL 
      Permelia KETCHUM 
George  1741 ---- Mendon, MA (pos.) Betty RICE 
Henry  1756 1839 Braintree, MA Philebert PACKARD 
Hezekiah  1730 1781 Braintree, MA Mary STETSON 
Increase  1750 1813 Mendon, MA Leah WHEELOCK 
Isaac  1754 1815 Bellingham, MA Huldah RUGG 
Isaac  1763 1850 Braintree, MA Abigail LAMPSON 
Jacob  1755 1836 of Taunton, MA Dorothy MONK 
Jacob  1755 1826 Braintree, MA Mary ORCUTT 
James  1753 1811 Braintree, MA *James THAYER 
Jesse  1725 ---- Mendon, MA Mary HILL  

    Sarah MUZZEY 
John  1734 1796 of Taunton, MA Patience KNAPP 
John  1736 1823 Taunton, MA Deborah BRIGGS 
John  1759 1834 Braintree, MA Betsey SPEAR 
      Frances FRANKLIN 
John  1761 1834 Taunton, MA Mary LINCOLN 
Jonathan  1734 1775 Easton, MA Abigail COLLINS 
Jonathan  1736 1822 of Taunton, MA Elizabeth BRETON 
      Elizabeth WETHERELL 
Jonathan  1754 1785 Mendon, MA Azubah GLEASON 
      Lucretia RUGG 
Joseph  1754 1798 Mendon, MA Mary WHITE 
Joseph  1754 1838 Warren, CT Abigail SACKETT 
Joseph  1754 1821 Mendon, MA Phebe COOK 
Joshua  1758 1811 Mendon, MA Sarah CURTIS 
Jotham  1761 1825 Mendon, MA Bathsheba WHEELOCK 
Levi  1755 1843 of Charlton, MA Anna COOK 
      Miriam ALLEN 
      Phebe HARRIS 
Micah  1726 1793 of Taunton, MA Sarah EMERSON 
Micah  1749 ---- Braintree, MA Priscilla ORCUTT 
      Martha HARMON 
Moses  1741 1783 Mendon, MA Rachel THAYER 
Moses  1758 1817 Braintree, MA Ann Ayers ALLEN 
Nathan  1752 1827 Mendon, MA Catherine DRAPER 
Nathaniel  1752 1829 Braintree, MA Dorcas FAXON 
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[COMPUTER GRAPHIC REMOVED, 
COULD NOT REPRODUCE AN 

ADEQUATE ELECTRONIC COPY] 
 

Computer Corner 
 

   New technology in computers may help 
solve some of your genealogical puzzles. 
It seems like we can�t go in any store 
without seeing those bright and shinny 
CD-ROM (compact disk read only 
memory) disks. They have not only 
revolutionized the music industry, but also 
the computer software industry. I would 
like to share one of the many ways the 
genealogist can take advantage of this 
technology. 
   The Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 
is a database of over 55 million 
individuals who received payments or had 
a survivor receive payments based on 
their contributions to Social Security. Not 
everyone who had a Social Security 
Number (SSN) is listed, only those who 
collected a benefit. The CD-ROM disks I 
bought to use at home contains dates from 
1937 to December of 1993 and cost only 
$45. 
   The SSDI is searched by entering as 
much information about the individual as 
possible on the computer search screen. 
You may enter as little as the last name 
only, but this cause you to search through 
many screens of �Thayers�, as an 
example. The best way to search is by 
entering first and last names and year of 
birth if known. When your ancestor is 
found in the SSDI you will immediately 
see what was recorded as his or her SSN, 
date and state of birth, death, and Zipcode 
where the last benefit was mailed. The 
place where the last benefit was paid may 
help you locate a place of burial and 
surviving relatives. 
   Many of us already have the 
information mentioned above on ancestors 
that lived in the 1937 to 1993 time frame. 
One item we always have trouble with is 
maiden names of females. The SSDI may 
help you find that maiden name! Once 
you have found your ancestor�s SSN you 
can write the Social Security 
Administration for a copy of your 
ancestor�s original application for an 
account number (SS-5). The SS-5 lists 
information as given by your ancestor 
such as: full name, date and place of birth, 
residence, employer, and parents full 
names whether living or dead. (cont. pg 6) 

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER  
Nathaniel  1753 1824 Mendon, MA Susanna CLARK 
      Rhoda FISHER 
Nathaniel  1754 ---- Braintree, MA Hannah (_____) 
Nehemiah  1755 1799 Mendon, MA Hannah PETERS 
Nicholas  1758 1818 Mendon, MA Judith COOK 
Noah  1727 1790 Braintree, MA Margaret HARMON 
Noah  1745 1809 Braintree, MA Mary LYON 
      Eunice ALLEN 
Obediah  1754 1825 Weymouth, MA Rhoda THAYER 
Oliver  1740 1821 of Easton, MA Sarah BISSELL 
Oliver  1758 1836 Mendon, MA Deborah CORARY 
Paul  1756 1805 Milford, MA Elizabeth WILSON 
Peter  1755 1820 Mendon, MA Abigail GREEN 
Philip  1755 1828 Norton, MA Hannah YOUNG 
Richard  1757 1814 Braintree, MA Mary (Polly/Molly) FRENCH 
      Sally TURNER 
      Deborah ODIORNE 
Richard  1759 1845 Bridgewater, MA Eunice EDSON 
Samuel   1762 1830 Brookline, MA Rebecca HOWE 
Samuel  1762 1833 Mendon, MA Rachel NELSON 
      Dinah JOHNSON 
Samuel  1764 ---- of Boston, MA Rachel CARY 
Seth  1707 1776 Taunton, MA Elizabeth WETHERELL 
Seth  1760 1806 Bridgewater, MA Mary (�Molly�) THAYER 
Silas  1742 1815 Mendon, MA Perley POND 
      Rachel HANKS 
Silas  1746 1816 Bellingham, MA Lydia THAYER 
Silas  1756 ---- Milford, MA Sarah SMITH 
Simeon  1737 1800 Mendon, MA Judith JACKSON 
      Mary (_____) 
      Nancy JACKSON 
Solomon  1753 1835 Braintree, MA Lydia THAYER 
      Elizabeth THAYER 
Stephen  1732 1777 Mendon, MA Sarah MUZZEY 
Stephen  1757 1841 of Taunton, MA Ruth LINCOLN 
Stephen  1765 1821 Mendon, MA Anna TWITCHELL 
Sylvanus  1762 1795 Mendon, MA Abi COMSTOCK 
      Diana TAFT 
Thaddeus  1765 ---- Braintree, MA *Micah THAYER 
Timothy  1740 1811 Mendon, MA Esther HOLBROOK 
Timothy  1755 1823 Braintree, MA Hannah THAYER 
      Phebe KINGMAN 
Timothy  1758 1815 Abington, MA Hannah MARSH 
      Lydia BEAL 
Timothy  1763 1824 Braintree, MA Rachel SPEAR 
William  1703 1769 Taunton, MA Abigail BURT 
William  1750 ---- P. W. Co., VA Hannah JONES 
      Mary EVANS 
William  1737 1806 Mendon, MA Rhoda TAFT 
Zephaniah  1736 1818 Easton, MA Prudence LOOMIS 
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Computer Corner (cont.) 
 

   Unless your ancestor recorded his 
mother�s name as �Mrs. Thayer�, you�re 
in luck! Additionally, you may get an 
autograph of your ancestor from his or her 
signature. 
   You don�t need a computer to access the 
SSDI. My first experience with the SSDI 
was at a Family History Library of a local 
Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Church. 
Almost all Family History Libraries have 
at least one computer with this and other 
data bases to use. Don�t be afraid to use 
this important asset for genealogists. You 
do NOT have to be a church member to 
use the Family History Library. You may 
be asked if you are a church member 
ONLY so the librarian can help you with 
your needs. This is also an excellent place 
to rent and view microfilm. Check your 
local phone book for the LDS church 
nearest you. 
   Once you have your ancestor�s SSN you 
may write the Social Security 
Administration for a copy of the SS-5. 
The last time I wrote the cost was $7 if 
you had a name and SSN, and $16.50 if 
you could provide a name only. The 
software you use may provide addresses 
to write to. I have used the following: 
 
Freedom of Information Officer 
4-H-8 Annex Building 
6401 Security Blvd. 
Baltimore, MD 21235 
 
   IF you wish to purchase the disk CD-
ROM SSDI set to do your research on 
your own computer I will list two sources 
without endorsing either: 
 

CD-110   $45 
 

NEHGS Sales Department 
101 Newbury St. 

Boston, MA 02116-3087 
 

CD-110   $45 
 

Everton Publishers 
PO Box 368 

Logan, UT 84323-0368 
 
 
 

END 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 




