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The Military and Political Careers of
John Milton Thayer (1820-1906)

By Richard L. Thayer
Billings, MT

John Milton Thayer was born January 24,
1820 in Bellingham, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts. He was the last of eight
children born to Elias and Ruth (Staples)
Thayer. John Milton Thayer is a descendent of
the immigrant Thomas Thayer. His lineage is
as follows: John’, Elias®, Elias’, Ebenezer®,
Ebenezer’, Ferdinando?, Thomas'.

John Milton Thayer graduated from Brown
University in 1841 with a law degree. He
began a law practice in Worcester,
Massachusetts. He joined the Massachusetts
Militia in 1841, but apparently saw no active
military service until the Civil War. John
married Mary Torrey Allen on December 17,
1842. He continued his law practice until 1851
when he moved his family to Omaha in the
Kansas-Nebraska Territory. There is no
explanation for this move. Conditions were
somewhat primitive in Omaha at the time, but
John Thayer promoted the civilization of
Omabha by building the first brick house in the
new city at 16" and Davenport.

Early evidence of John Milton Thayer’s
political connections was his appointment in
the Spring of 1855 by Nebraska Territorial
Governor Izard to hold council with the
Pawnee Indians in Western Nebraska.

John Milton Thayer was elected to the
Nebraska Territorial Legislature in 1860, but
political service was interrupted by the
outbreak of the Civil War. He resigned his
legislature seat to become Colonel of the First
Nebraska Volunteer Infantry. It was customary
in the Civil War for a person to receive a
Colonel’s Commission for any volunteer
regiment that was recruited by him.

In 1862 John Milton Thayer received a
commission to the rank of Brigadier General

of Volunteers, and in December of that years
he was participating in the Battle of Chickasaw
Bluffs. He was in the 13™ Corps., 4™ Division,
as Commander of the 3™ Brigade. Under his
command were the following regiments: 4
o 26 28 30" and 34™ Iowa Infantry and
the 1% lowa Battery of Artillery.

On January 11, 1863 Brigadier General
Thayer was stationed at Fort Hindman,
Arkansas as Commander of the 3 Brigade, 1%
Division, 15™ Corps. The 3™ Brigade was
composed of the 4™, 9™ 26", 30" and 34 Iowa
Infantry, as well as the 3™ Illinois Cavalry and
the 1% Iowa Battery of Artillery.

John Milton Thayer (1820-1906)

The next record of John Thayer’s service is
in the Vicksburg campaign from May 1, 1863
to July 4, 1863. He was in command of 4
infantry regiments; the 4%, 9" 26" and the
30" Jowa. The 3™ Brigade was part of the 1%
Division Commanded by Brigadier General
Frederick Steele and part of the 15™ Corps.
commanded by Major General William T.
Sherman. The portion of the Vicksburg line
that was occupied by General Thayer’s troops
was on the Northern side of the city. It was an
area of concentrated assaults by the Union
forces on May 19 and again on May 22. Even
though these assaults were unsuccessful
they are remembered for their ferocity and
high number of casualties. There is a
portion of the Vicksburg trenches that is
labeled as -- Thayer’s Approach in the
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well preserved historical park the
commemorates the Vicksburg battle. This
is the area where Thayer’s Brigade
repeatedly charged the Confederate lines.

In April 1864 General Thayer was involved
in the Red River campaign in Arkansas. He
was in command of about 5,000 troops that
were called the Frontier Division. The First
Brigade was composed of the 1% and 2™
Arkansas and the 18" Jowa Infantry. The
Second Brigade was composed of the 1%
Kansas (colored), 2™ Kansas (colored), and
the 12" Kansas Infantry. The Third Brigade
was composed of the 2™, 6™, and 14" Kansas
Cavalry. General Thayer’s Division was sent
by General Steele to the aid of General Banks
who’s Red River campaign was in trouble for
lack of enough troops in fighting condition.
The Frontier Division did reach Banks,
but was late in arriving and showed up
without the necessary supplies. This
further contributed to the failure of the
overall campaign.

While General Thayer was stationed at Fort
Smith, Arkansas, in the Spring of 1865, he
received his promotion to Major General of the
U.S. Volunteers (by Brevet) on March 13,
1865.

General Thayer returned to Omaha Nebraska
after the end of the Civil War. In 1867 he was
elected to one of the first two U.S. Senatorial
seats from Nebraska. It is obvious that General
Thayer improved his political connections
during the war because in 1875 he was
appointed to be the Governor of Wyoming
Territory by President Ulysses S. Grant.

By 1878 John Thayer had returned to
his law practice in Nebraska after his term
as Wyoming Governor had expired but
his was not far from politics. In 1887 he
was elected as Governor of Nebraska and
he served two terms. He ended his last
term of public service in 1891 at the age
of 71. Mary (Allen) Thayer died in 1892,
John Milton Thayer died 14 years later on
March 19, 1906 at Lincoln, Lancaster
County, Nebraska.

(see bibliography on page 2)



A Short Visit to Thornbury

by Richard L. Thayer
Billings, MT

In March of 1992 my wife Carolyn and
I were returning form a vacation and
business trip to Munich, Germany. We
arranged our schedule so that we could
land at Heathrow Airport, rent a car and
go on a quick driving tour of southern
England before returning home in
Montana. I had known for years of the
Thayer ancestral hometown of Thornbury
and couldn’t wait to get there. It only took
us 3 ' hours to drive across southern
England on the “wrong side of the road.”
Carolyn drove and I navigated. We took
the exit from the main road north of
Bristol and followed a crooked paved
secondary road to Thornbury only a few
miles away. Upon arriving in Thornbury
we went to a small restaurant, ordered tea
and I looked through the local phone
book, but alas no Thayers or Tayers were
to be found. I aksed directions to the local
cemetery, the used book store, the
museum, the historical society and St.
Marys church. My wife asked directions
to the gift shop, the porcelain china shop
and the location of any thatched roof
cottages. She is an artist and wanted
pictures of quaint English cottages.

The first cemetery 1 went to is just
outside of town on the Kington road, but
it is the new cemetery and has recent
burials. It seems to date back to about
200-250 years. The old cemetery is in the
church yard of St. Marys next to
Thornbury Castle. A thorough search of
all headstones in the churchyard, that
were not obliterated by the ravages of
time, did not yield any Thayers or Tayers,
but inside the church we found the name
Tayer on memorial plaques on the wall
and the headstones that are paving stones
of the church floor. Most of these paving/
headstones were easy to read even though
they have been walked on for hundreds of
years. No one could be found who could
tell us where the church records were, but
later at the historical society we were told
that the records were probably in
Gloucester or at the castle of the Duke of
Stafford. I was able to buy some of the
local history publication at the museum/
historical society book store, but didn’t
find anything of interest at the used book
store.

We learned that we could possibly dine
at Thornbury Castle so we walked
through a pasture of grazing sheep and a
small vineyard to see about a tour of the
castle and a meal. We learned that meals
are served to visitors at £60 a plate and
rooms are also available for a
commensurate amount. We contented
ourselves with a quick view of some of
the restored rooms and a walking tour of
the grounds. We could look to the west
across green fields toward the Severn
River Estuary, but could not see the river
even though it is only several miles away.

We then went back to the business
section of town so that my wife could add
some serving pieces to her china from the
Royal Worcester porcelain store. After
our purchases as we were getting onto our
rented car my wife got in on the left side
and immediately shouted “Oh my --- 1
think someone stole the steering wheel.”
After regaining our composure we
changed positions for our drive north out
of Thornbury toward the Cotswold region,
- which is an area of small villages, farms,
rolling hills and small streams. We
consider it the most beautiful part of
England.

The most striking thing about the
architecture and construction style of
English building is the fact that almost
everything is made out of rocks and
stones. Very little wood is used. The
fences are rock walls. The sidewalks and
streets are paved with stones and bricks.
The house walls are stone and brick. The
roofs are tile, slate or stone with few
exceptions. Most buildings are hundreds
of years old and look like they will be
there for a long time to come.

By the time we had driven through the
Cotswold region and then back to the
airport the next day, we both vowed that
we would return to England and
Thornbury for a longer visit sometime
soon.
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John Milton Thayer (continued)
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Here and Thavyer

A reunion for the descendants of Perley
Thayer and Hannah Liscomb will be held
at Prouty Park in Newport, Vermont on
August 20, 1995. A large number of
descendants, 175 or more, are expected to
be in attendance. For details contact:

David S. Thayer
735 Gambill Cove Road
Mt. Juliett, TN 37122
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Is a trip to Thornbury Castle in your
future? The following information is
provided to help you plan your trip:

Thornbury Tourist Information
67 High Street
Thornbury, Bristol BS12 2AW
Telephone: Thornbury (0454) 281638

IS anyone here who attended the 1933
Worlds Fair in Chicago, Illinois? If so did
you happen to catch a meal at “Thornbury
Hall?” This restaurant was owned and
operated by a Ralph N. Thayer (1875).
His lineage is as follows: Ralph'’, Frank’,
Atherton®, Zabdiel’, Elkanah®, Thomas,
John*, John’, Thomas?, Thomas'. His
cousin’s daughter, Dorothy Margaret
Thayer, once wrote: ‘“Ralph had three
brothers and five sons, so there were a lot
of Thayers in the Chicago area.”

Jackie Thayer Culp, Englewood, CO

, IS
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Don’t forget the TFA annual meeting
June 10, 1995 in the auditorium room of
Thayer Public Library, 798 Washington
St., Braintree, MA. We need a good
turnout for this meeting to be a success! A
complete list of those attending is
available but I must mention that our
Historian/Genealogist Patricia Thayer
Muno will be present! Please come if you
can and meet this dynamic lady who has
done so much for TFA and all those who
know the Thayer name.



HISTORIAN’S REPORT/SPRING 1995

PATRICIA THAYER MUNO

Our amazing Family Representatives
have been working around the clock to
help with the Thayer Genealogy project.
Some of these energetic folks are really
hard to keep up with! I will be making a
report on their activities at the June 10™
TFA Board meeting in Braintree, MA.
My genuine appreciation to each for all
their help. We welcome our four newest
“Reps” listed below the lines they
represent.

Jonathan Thayer (1737-1775) & Abigail
Collins (1742-1800)

Ann W. Fincher
27031 Pemberton Dr.
Salisbury, MD 21801
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Chester Thayer (abt 1777-1815/18) &
Ruth ( ) (1788-1855)

Mary Thayer Parrish
10881 Road 13 NW
Quincy, WA 98848

Charles Evans Thayer (1815) & Julia A.
Brainard (1819)

Erin Pritchett
1404 Beringer Court
San Jose, CA 95125
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Joseph Thayer (1836/37) & Elizabeth Bi
Mose Kive (1840-1899) also Thaddeus

Thayer (1834) and Mary ( ) (1851)

Madora Allin Boyd
P.O. Box 145
Rochester, WA 98579-0745

Madora  represents the  Wisconsin
Chippewa Indian line and we appreciate the
challenges she has been faced with in
gathering the records of her people.

One of my correspondents finally
convinced me to do a reprint of the Errata/
Index to the 1874 genealogy. There are only
2 of these left and available on a first come
first serve basis. A few of the Thomas
Thayer descendents books with the
erroneous heading are still available for
$25.00 postpaid. (Send SASE for details)

Many thanks to my anonymous benefactor
who paid for my round trip ticket to Boston,
MA from Portland, OR so that I might be in
attendance at the June 10" TFA board
meeting! This wonderful, generous person
has also contributed moneys for my hotel
expenses while visiting there. This says a lot
about the kind and caring family that we are
privileged to be part of.

The study and evaluation of the massive
Waldo Chamberlain Sprague manuscript
collection which has been shared with the
TFA by the New England Historic
Genealogical Society (NEHGS) has been
completed. This tedious project
encompassed many months and I am
pleased to announce there were very few
and very minor differences between his
compilation and mine. Sprague’s
contribution is in the area of court records,
land deeds, probate & wills, and some
military and pension records. Sprague
admits that he did not attempt any
“exhaustive” or “systematic” collection of
data after 1850 and his search was primarily
limited to the New England states. On the
other hand, my search for original vital and
census records commenced with 1840 and
encompassed all Thayers in all states to
1920, and to the present generation for some
lines. Prior to 1840 my data was contrived
from the published vital and other sources.

I will soon take a respite from the
inclusion of new information and
commence the formatting of the
“Comprehensive” series. If you have not
submitted the data of your family please
DO IT NOW! At present we have 21,000
descendants for the immigrant, Thomas
Thayer; 12,000 for Richard, and 3,000 for
Nathaniel. It will take an estimated 2,100
pages to publish the data on the
descendants of Thomas alone. This
information will encompass five 8 2 X 11
inch volumes, with three of those for
Thomas alone. There are still several
hundred unplaced Thayer families not
included in these figures.

The Thayer / Tayer / Theyer Families of
Gloucetershire England 1500-1660 will
soon go to press. This long-awaited
publication contains illustrations and
many pictures around Thornbury and will
certainly be welcomed by all those
individuals starved for more information
on our earliest known families. It is being
comprised in analogous form to the
“Comprehensive” series. This book is
being published with your help and
delivery date will depend on the response
from readers. Delivery is anticipated to be
by August 31. See the insert in this issue
for more details. If the insert is missing
send a self addressed stamped envelope to
(SASE) to my address for additional
details.

I am greatly saddened by the February
death of fellow TFA member Randolph
W. Cornes of Bodega Bay, CA who
served as my advisor in the formatting of
this book.

It has come to my attention that some of
our ecarliest TFA members may have
submitted their genealogical data to the
late Philip Standish Thayer. Philip’s death
was sudden and we are unsure who ended
up with these submissions. If you feel
your records may have been lost due to
this misadventure, you may want to
submit them again.

We finally have a volunteer to serve as
TFA photographer and photo archivist!
Kind-hearted Robert William Thayer of
Schenectady, NY has 60 years of
professional  photography  experience
under his belt and has offered to copy our
pre-1900 Thayer photos for inclusion in
the Comprehensive Genealogy of the
Thayer family of America. Important
instructions for the submission of Thayer-
related photos you would like to have
appear in that publication are elsewhere in
this mailing. If you are missing this
information, please write to me first and
be sure to send a SASE. Our appreciation
to Bob for offering to do this invaluable
service!

Many, many thanks to Robert F. Kidney
of Rochester, NY who has generously
shared the original applications from an
earlier generation Thayers to the
Compendium of American Genealogy.
Some of these were 60 years old!

Patricia Thayer Muno
6885 SW 161 Place
Beaverton, OR 97007-6336



254 THAYERS WHO SERVED
IN THE CIVIL WAR
By Patricia Thayer Muno

For the majority if our Thayer ancestors
living during the Revolutionary period, the
battles of that war were uncomfortably close
to home. On the other hand, the Civil War
was mostly far removed from the New
England Thayers. Those who remained on
the home front also endured hardships as
their husbands, sons, fathers and brothers
rendered service to help preserve the Union.

The following is a list of 254 Thayers who
were known to have served in the Civil War.
Of these, there were Generals, Captains,
Lieutenants and Thayers could be found
fighting in nearly every major battle of the
war. There were most likely many more
than are represented here, but these are the
ones who have been identified by our
Historian. The lineage connection to the
immigrants Thomas, Richard and Nathaniel
Thayer are unknown for the individuals
appearing in bold face type. Some
interesting facts concerning our brave
soldiers include:

Only five of the Thayer in this list were

known to have served in the Confederate
States Army: John Bridges Thayer whose
father moved to Louisville, KY from
Braintree, MA after his 1835 marriage to a
Southern Belle. Nearus Mindenhall Thayer,
whose descendent, Marcus C. Thayer or
Marietta, GA states “enlisted in Co. B 37"
NC Inf. Confederate States Army of
Northern VA and was present at
Appomattox Court House for the surrender.”
John W. Thayer who enlisted in the
Confederate Army and died from the effects
of a wound received in battle; and his
brother, James Madison Thayer. Also,
George R. Thayer, who enlisted in the army
down south, deserted the south and enlisted
in the north! His grand niece, Doris (Thayer)
Van Loan states “His name is on a
monument in Chatham, NY Square.”
The oldest soldier was Henry French
Thayer, born 14 May 1813 who enlisted
23 Sep 1862 (age 49) with the NH
Volunteers which was ordered to New
Orleans, Louisiana in the Spring of 1864.
The Thayer Genealogy states “he came
near being shipwrecked before landing in
that city. Soon after landing he was taken
with small pox and died.” TFA member,
Jackie Thayer Culp reveals that the
youngest soldier was William Henry
Thayer who was born about August 1850
and lied about his age to serve as a
Drummer Boy! (continued page 5)

THAYER BORN _DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER
Abiather Horace 1826 1864 Attleboro, MA Abby Rosanna BLANDING
Abner Marshall 1824 - Troy, NY Sarah F. BROMSTED
Alanson 1838 1919 of Flint, MI Harriet STEVENS
Elizabeth ( )
Alanson Davilla 1847 ---- Lafayette, OH Sarah F. KINNEY
Minnie G. ( )
Albert 1836 1920 Pickinsville, SC Martha Ann LITTLE
Albert Ellsworth 1846 1933 Lockport, NY Caroline Adeline KEYES
Albert M. 1834 -—- Mansfield, MA Josephine B. SAMPSON
AbertS. Albert S. 1840 - (of) WI Catherine E. ( )
Alfred C. 1845 1898 Buckland, MA Carrie LOTHROP
Alfred Strong 1831 1891 Boston, MA Julia Maria PUTNAM
Mary Agnes JELLIS
Allen Martin 1844 1864 of Truxton, NY *Martin George THAYER
Alson Wales 1844 1864 Randolph, MA *Asa THAYER
Alvin E. E. 1842 -— of Waterford, MI  * John M. THAYER
Amasa Stetson 1834 1903 Belchertown, MA Sarah J. ALDRICH
Amasa W. 1831 1913 Chesterfield, MA Ann P. STRONG
Julia C. DAY
Amos Madden 1841 1905 Westfield, NY Sidney B. ( )
Andrew J. 1833 - Hardwick, MA Sylvia B. JOHNSON
Andrew J. 1829 1908 of Cameron, NY Phebe A. HILL
Andrew Jackson 1829 ———- of Geddes, NY Jane CRILL
Ansel Penniman 1845 1864 Weymouth, MA *William Franklin THAYER
Aretus T. 1840 1863 Warren, VT *Aaron THAYER
Atherton 1838 ———- of Cincinnati, OH Romelia J. WILSON
Austin Palmer 1845 1913 Rome, Oneida, NY  Catherine J. GUIDER
Benjamin 1837 - of Broadalbin, NY  Julia A. TATRO
Benjamin Davis 1848 1864 Worcester, MA *Amos THAYER
Benjamin H. 1828 - of Ontario, NY Ann HUMPHREY
Catherine ZIBELL
Calvin Cutler 1829 1863 Bellingham, MA *Willard THAYER
Cass P. 1849 - NY Emily ( ), Dencie ( )
Charles A. 1848 1933 of Pittsburg, IN *Joshua S. THAYER
Charles Edwin 1844 ———- Port Jackson, NY *John THAYER
Charles Henry 1840 - Franklin, MA Juliette Margaret REED
Etta GROVER, Isabell ( )
Charles Henry 1840 1863 Randolph, MA Eleanor F. PACKARD
Charles Henry 1843 - Turner, ME Helen Mendora LOWE
Charles Luther 1841 1863 Randolph, MA *Charles THAYER
Charles Packard 1838 1916 Randolph, MA *Adoniram THAYER
Charles Payson 1837 1864 Randolph, MA Mary H. WHITE
Charles Spencer 1846 1870 Braintree, MA *Ansel THAYER
Chauncey R. 1833 ———- of,, NY Sarah MOSES
Rachel I. ROWE
Chester 1834 1908 Truxton, NY Sarah E. RIBBY
Louisa CANFIELD, Jane DARRIN
Christopher 1830 ---- Bridgewater, PA Sally TEWKSBURY
Corydon E. E. 1843 1911 Brantrum, PA Hester Roena ALLIS
Cyrus Gilbert 1842 1863 Warren, VT *Pliny THAYER
Daniel 1814 1867 Dresden, ME Catherine H. KIDDER
Daniel 1847 -— Lubec, ME Harriet A. REYNOLDS
Daniel 1838 1864 Braintree, MA *Gideon THAYER
Daniel Brainard 1825 1861 of Westfield, NY Sarah BLY
Daniel Neltson 1824 — Lebanon, NY Melissa Ann STARTWELL
Daniel W. 1824 - NY Sarah C. ( )
David Almon 1842 -—-- of Chinquecy, Can. Anna E. MORRIS
David Caleb 1831 —— of Dover, NY Jeanette ALLEN
Davis James 1838 1862 West Milton, OH *David White THAYER
De Forest 1844 1920 of Harmony, NY Elizabeth HAZELTINE
Ebenezer 1833 1865 of So. Kent, CT Lucinda BLAIR
Ebenezer Codd. 1835 1864 Braintree, MA *Ebenezer Coddington THAYER
Ebenezer White 1833 1913 Hadley, MA Annie. E. TUNNICLIFFE
Edgar S. 1838 1908 Taunton, MA Mary Frances TITUS
Edmond Page 1834 1863 Oxford, ME *[saac Allen THAYER
Edward B. 1840 1901 of Bethany, NY Mary Eliza Ann THAYER
Edward Nelson 1834 1864 Bennington, VT *Nelson THAYER
Edward P. 1839 ———- Chicopee Falls, MA Alice A. PARSONS,
Louise ( )
Edwin Francis 1846 1922 Greenfield, MA Mary Lucy WOOD
Emma S. ( )
Edwin L. 1836 1913 Dorchester, MA Mary Amanda HAYDEN

Rossetta L. RUSSELL



Thayers Who Served in the Civil War

Almost half of the Thayer soldiers were
from the state of Massachusetts (97), with
over half of those individuals coming from
Norfolk County! The next largest group to
serve originated from the state of New York
(73), followed by Michigan (16), Ohio (12),
Maine (10), Indiana (8), Pennsylvania &
Connecticut (5 each), Rhode Island (4), New
Hampshire (2), and from all other states and
Canada, one each.

The reader can get a glimmer of the
dreadful slaughter of human life by viewing
the year of death for these individuals.
Approximately one fourth of these soldiers
were known to have died as a result of war.
The actual number was perhaps much higher
than that. Some were killed in battle
outright, others died from the untold
hardships and deprivation associated with
being prisoners or having contracted various
diseases and died soon after the war was
over. One soldier (Daniel, of Dresden,
Maine) joined the army to put down the
rebellion and apparently fell in love with the
South as he moved his family to New
Orleans, LA. The Thayer Genealogy states:
“he took a steamer for Little Rock, AR, and
when at the forks of Red River, he went on
deck, fell overboard and was drowned,
February, 28 1867.”

If you can help Tricia place any of the
veterans in bold type face, add a missing
veteran, or fill in a missing date or name,
please write her at the address listed on the
last page of this newsletter. If you have an
ancestor listed as a Civii War or
Revolutionary War veteran and have not
shared your genealogy with Patricia, please
do so now! Time is running out for having
your genealogy included in the comprehensive
Thayer genealogy.

This list will be continued in the next issue of
the Thayer Quarterly.  Ed.

Additional Revolutionary War veterans
found!
1) Ebenezer Thayer, b. 1765 in Mansfield,
MA, son of FElisha Thayer and Ann
Grover, d. 1782, unmarried.
2) Samuel Thayer, b. 1761 in Mansfield,
MA, son of John Thayer and Rachel
Skinner, died unmarried.
3) Eli Thayer, b. 1762 in Mendon, MA,
son of Asahel Thayer and Esther Daniels,
d. 1825, unmarried.
4) Jabez Thayer, b. 1758 in Uxbridge,
MA, son of Samuel Thayer and Sarah
Farnum, d. 1778/79 of smallpox,
unmarried.

THAYER BORN _ DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER

Elbridge May 1832 1917 Westfield, NY Mary Catherine MERRYFIELD

Election 1847 - of Flint, MI Mary L ( )

Eli 1833 1864 of Bloomfield, MI Jane POWELL

Eli 1838 1865 Belchertown, MA Susanna B. CHOATE

Elihu Morton 1831 1888 Braintree, MA Henrietta HOWARD

Elisha Dennis 1841 - of De Kalb, NY *Isaac THAYER

Emery Davis 1843 1870 Wrentham, MA Matilda A. BRITTAN

Enos Washington 1821 1864 N. Bridgewater, MA  Elizabeth Louisa FISHER

Ephraim Henry 1845 1881 Randolph, MA *Ephraim THAYER

Ezra 1840 1864 of Spring, PA *Isaac Tucker THAYER

Ezra Newell 1843 1911 of Summerset, NY  Sarah Jeanette BENNETT

Ferdinand A. 1845 1915 of Lafayette, IN Oda ( )

Fernando 1834 1876 Southbridge, MA Eliza A. HOLMAN

Fernando C. L. W. 1845 1916 Petersham, MA Evelina L. ADAMS

Fordyce 1839 -—- of Sheldon, NY *Dexter THAYER

Francis H. 1838 1903 Taunton, MA * George Wash. THAYER

Francis H. 1837 ———- of Foxcraft, ME Adelia J. NICHOLSON

Francis Packard 1847 1904 Braintree, MA *David THAYER

Francis Payson 1843 - Abington, MA Susan E. MATTHEWS

Francis W. 1849 ———- of Lee, MA *Abner Marshall THAYER

Francis Warner 1847 1900 Port, NY *John THAYER

Franklin William 1847 1923 of Bloomfield, MI ~ Lurania C. ( )

Frederick Lew. 1836 1896 Wrentham, MA Emeline Jane CARPENTER

Friewaldau Chan. 1844 1923 Mendon, MA Abigail Caroline LITCH

Galen Henry 1835 - Cape Vincent, NY = Mary ROSS

George 1833 1904 of Monroe, MI Hannah THIRKITTLE

George B. G. 1844 1862 of Albany, NY *Asa Packard THAYER

George Clinton 1834 1862 of Lebanon, NY Sarah Ann HENRY

George Dudley 1845 - Roxbury, MA Florence A. BRAINARD
Dora B. ( )

George Edward 1844 - Belchertown, MA *Gideon Stetson THAYER

George Frederick 1837 1865 Braintree, MA *Ansel THAYER

George G. 1840 -—- of Chester, ME Florence V. ( )

George G. 1839 - of Lee, NY Theda A. HEWS

George Henry 1842 1922 Lima, NY Mary Irene WAVER

George Leonard 1841 - Petersham, MA Mary Louisa SYLVESTER
Aurelia Matilda MANN

George M. 1842 1865 Farmington, MI *John THAYER

George Merrill 1845 - Providence, RI Jeannie Frances OWENS

George Nathaniel 1842 1917 of Truxton, NY Elizabeth MYERS

George R. 1841 -——- of Canaan, NY *William THAYER

George W. 1839 - of Alabama, NY Almira Eliza VAN BUREN

George Washing. 1816 1867 Gray, ME Sarah Jane GRANT

George Washington 1822 1863 Stockbridge, MA Nancy WILLIAMS

Gersham 1848 1864 F. Poestenkill, NY  *Gersham THAYER

Henry Barnes 1844 - of Burke, NY Sarah ARNOLD

Henry Brown 1824 1910 of Maryland, NY Mary Elizabeth RILEY

Henry Bucklin 1832 1896 Marlboro, MA *Sullivan THAYER

Henry Carter 1829 1905 Randolph, MA Matilda J. FOGG,

Henry D. 1838 1908 Foxcraft, ME Sarah F. ( )

Henry D. 1845 1863 of Florida, MA *Daniel THAYER

Henry Francis 1833 - Taunton, MA Eliza Jane BROWN

Henry French 1813 1865 of Troy, NY Ann WRIGHT, Sarah S. BARNES

Henry Martin 1826 1876 Randolph, MA Lucy A. HOLMES

Henry Norton 1831 - of Carthage, OH *Caleb THAYER

Henry Sargent 1829 1863 Leicester, MA Mary Jane FISKE

Henry Tisdale 1839 1909 Cumberland, RI Margaret Ellen SMITH

Hiram O. 1845 1863 Ackworth, NH *Warren THAYER

Homer L. 1837 ———- of Ontario, NY Julia P. GREEN

Horace 1821 1861 Leicester, MA *Ebenezer Town THAYER

Horace Peck 1843 1861 of Lee, NY *Nathan Wood THAYER

Hosea L. 1842 1905 Plainfield, MA Margaretta S. JOHNSON

Isaac Elijah 1842 1912 of Lima, NY Martha Ann HANTHORN

Isaac J. 1834 - Randolph, MA Harriet A. INGALL

Isaiah Jackson 1833 1836 of Mt. Vernon, OH Hannah CROWELL

James 1836 1866 of Attsburg, PA *Caleb THAYER

James Auson 1844 1935 Lebanon, IN Jennie DRISKILL

James Edward 1826 1862 Sharon, VT Lemira H. SANDERS

James H. 1843 1864 of Chester, ME *George Washington THAYER

James Harvey 1833 1864 Marlboro, VT *Ezra THAYER

James M. 1843 - Braintree, MA Josephine D. BELCHER

James M. 1840 1865 Warren, VT *Pliny THAYER



QUERIES AND OUR POLICY
Each newsletter will contain queries as
space allows. The first priority for
publishing queries will be to resolve

disconnected Thayer families.
Additionally, all queries must be
submitted to the TFA Historian/
Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno

(address on page 8). If Patricia cannot
answer your query she will forward it to
the newsletter editor for publication in the
next issue.

QUERIES

Huldah Thayer, b. abt 1763, prob.
Smithfield, RI, presumed dau. of Stephen
Thayer & Sarah Muzzey. Desc. Mrs.
Dorothy M. Fine, 114 West Gary Way,
Gilbert, AZ 85233-1514 seeks info. on
her marr. to Jesse Pierce abt 1752 and
wishes to correspond with other desc.

Seeking information on the parentage of
Thompson Thayer who was born about
1774 and resided in Rockwell Falls, NY.
He married Mary Loop and was the father
of William Thayer (born 1811) who
resided in Kinderhood, Columbia, NY.
Contact Doris (Thayer) Van Loan at R.D.,
Canaan, NY 12029.
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Descendant Beverly J. Logan of 26
Willow Street, Wellesley, MA 02181
seeks parentage of Lurana Thayer, born
17 Feb 1831 near Strongsville, Cuyahoga,
OH. She married there on 10 Jul 1849 to
Lothrop Francis. Lurana died 8 Mar 1894
in Hills Corner, Michigan and is buried in
nearby Glendora Cemetery.

Gayle D. Lester, 110 Copeces Lane,
East Hampton, NY 11937, needs help
identifying photographs that have been
handed down to her. Gayle has pictures of
three sons of Thaddeus Thayer (1791) and
Lowrilla Moore ( ) who married April
16, 1815. The three sons are:

Addison D. Thayer, b. October 21, 1827
Franklin Thayer, b. January 6, 1829
Thaddeus Thayer, b. December 9, 1833

One of these sons is pictured in what
appears to be a Civil War uniform
however none of these sons are currently
listed by our historian as serving in the
war. If you have any suggestions for

identifying this soldier and his brothers
please write Gayle.

o

Unknown son of Thaddeus Thayer
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James Austin Thayer

James Austin Thayer was born June 21,
1844 in Lebanon, Boone County, Indiana.
His lineage is as follows: James®, Orwell’,
Windsor®, Stephen’, Samuel®, Thomas®,
Ferdinando®, Thomas'. James Austin
Thayer married Jennie Driskill on July 3,
1867. James® great-grandfather, Stephen’,
was a Revolutionary War Veteran.

James Austin Thayer died April 18,
1935 in Minneapolis, Hennepin County,
Minnesota. His obituary appeared in the
Fairbault Daily News on May 6, 1936.
The obituary informs us that James and a
companion, while attending school in
1861, “ran away and enlisted in Company
F of the 40™ Indiana Volunteer Infantry.
Mr. Thayer was mustered in at Lafayette,
31 Oct 1861 and mustered out on 21 Dec
1866. During his service he participated in
many of the most important battles of the
war, such as Perrysville, Stone River
Ridge, Nashville, Franklin, and many
others. He was twice wounded and twice
promoted. He regarded the battle of
Franklin Tennessee as the bloodiest
engagement while it lasted and the battle

of Missionary Ridge as the most
spectacular...”
Obituary submitted by:

Donald O. Thayer of Chehalis, WA.

6

Thaddeus Thayer (1791)

=59 D

3" Cousin Contact!

May 4, 1995 was a lucky day for
Margaret Thayer of San Marcos, CA.
Margaret had seen a copy of The Thayer
Quarterly in a library and wrote me with
some information on her Thayer ancestors
requesting help. She mentioned David
Thayer who married Kezia (Desire)
Richardson. 1 immediately recognized
David as my ancestor David’ Thayer, (see
page 7).

I called Margaret and we discussed our
common ancestry and the coincidence of
our making contact. Margaret grew up in
Schenevus, NY, a mere 12 miles from my
hometown of Oneonta. Margaret is the 3™
generation of a female Thayer. I had not
researched this line and Margaret was
able to bring me up to date. I was able to
immediately give Margaret her lineage
back to Thomas' Thayer, our immigrant
ancestor!

Do you have an example of how The
Thayer Quarterly has helped you in
someway? Perhaps you have some other
example of connecting with living
relations. Please write the Editor and
share your success!



Editor and Publisher

Richard A. Thayer

In a continuing effort to introduce you to the
members who work for TFA I have been
urged to include my own biography for this
issue. I was born April 7, 1953, the second of
three children of Allen Earl Thayer and Vera
Elizabeth Norton. I was born and grew up in
Oneonta, Otsego County, NY. My lineage is
as follows: chhardlz, Allen”, Marvinlo, Jayg,
John®, David’, Jonathan®, Oliver’, Oliverd,
William®, Shadrah’, Thomas'.

I graduated from Oneonta Senior High
School in 1971, an average student, listed as a
business major. In fact, I hated school. 1 did
enjoy shop and mechanical drawing classes
and took all of these courses that I could. I
worked part time in my junior and senior years
as a clerk in a grocery store chain. In my senior
year I only attended school half a day to allow
me to work more hours.

Sometime after graduating from high school
I was employed by a linen delivery service. |
drove a delivery truck on a route that centered
around Cooperstown, NY which many of you
will recognize as the home of the Baseball
Hall of Fame.

In 1972 1 enlisted in the United States Navy
for six years in the Nuclear Power Program.
This was a course of instruction that
guaranteed promotion for a give level of
performance. For someone that disliked school
it was not a wise choice. I never studied as
hard as I had to in the Navy! Following boot
camp I attended Electricians Mate “A” school
and was advanced to EM3 (Third Class Petty
Officer) upon graduation. I reported to my first
sea duty, the destroyer USS Johnston (DD
821), homeported in Philadelphia, PA. This
was a six month assignment while awaiting a
seat in Nuclear Power School.

Next came a year long course of instruction
in Naval Nuclear Power. This consisted of six

months of classroom training in Bainbridge,
MD, followed by six months in a land-based
prototype. The prototypes are full-scale
operational enginerooms as found on ships and
submarines. The prototypes site I trained at
was near Ballston Spa, NY. It was here that I
met my future wife, Katherine G. Clemens.

I reported to my first submarine, the USS
Pargo (SSN 650) in 1974, two years after
entering the Navy. The Pargo was a Fast
Attack submarine on a Mediterranean cruise
at the time. I was surprised to drop through
the hatch and find Doug Collins waiting for
me. Doug was a year behind me in high
school and I had no idea he was in the Navy.
We became good friends and spent much
our off duty time together. We visited
Naples, Rome, and the French island
Corsica together during our “Med” cruise.

In 1976 1 reenlisted for guaranteed
assignment as an instructor at a Nuclear
Power Prototype. I was assigned back to
Ballston Spa, NY and was fortunate enough
to be assigned to the new construction crew
of the S8G (Trident) prototype. I purchased
my first home at Lake Desolation, NY and
on June 3, 1978 I married Katherine G.
Clemens. I was a reluctant groom having
witnessed a 75% divorce rate in the
Submarine Force. Kathy and I will celebrate
our 17™ anniversary next month!

In 1980 I was selected for appointment to
Chief Petty Officer, It was a proud day
when Kathy pinned on my collar devices! 1
reenlisted again, this time for orders to the
USS Michigan (SSBN 727), the second
Trident submarine under construction in
New London, CT. Our first child, Julia
Louise Thayer was born April 10, 1981 at
the Naval Submarine Base, Groton, CT.

Late in 1982 Kathy, Julia and I packed up
and moved to our present home of
Bremerton, WA. 1 flew back to bring the
“Boat” around to the Submarine Base,
Bangor, WA, by way of the Panama Canal.
On February 6, 1984 our second child, John
Allen Thayer was born. This was the first
night in port after a 90 day patrol at sea! I
was indeed fortunate to be present for the
birth of both of our children.

I left active duty in 1985 and began a
career in Civil Service with the Navy. I
started doing electronics work and
completed a four year apprenticeship as an
Electronics Mechanic. I work for the Naval
Undersea Warfare Center at Keyport, WA.
This facility was previously known as the
Keyport Torpedo Station and performs
proof, test, evaluation, maintenance, and

some manufacturing of torpedoes and
undersea weapons used by the Navy. I do
component level troubleshooting and repair
and enjoy my work. In 1992 I completed a
two year degree in Technical Arts
(Electronics), from Olympia College,
Bremerton, WA.

1985 was also the start of y interest in
genealogy. I had a copy of some data given
to me by my father by a distant cousin, I
decided to check out this data and fill in the
missing information. Ten years later I am
still working on this having only recently
completed the Thayer line with the help of
Patricia Thayer Muno.

I took a short course in genealogy and
joined the Puget Sound Genealogical
Society. While reviewing the Society library
I noticed a roll of microfilm from my home
county of Otsego, NY. It was for the 1850
Census and I was able to find my ancestor
David’ Thayer. I was hooked! Fortunately,
the Seattle Branch of National Archives is
about an hour and a half away from my
home and I go there several times a year to
work on my personal research.

As mentioned earlier I have been in
contact with Patricia Thayer Muno for some
time. Patricia encouraged me to join TFA
and on April 23, 1994 she and her husband
Don drove up from Beaverton, OR to pay
me a visit. TFA was having difficulty
finding an editor for a proposed quarterly
newsletter. Patricia gently persuaded me to
give it a try. This issue will be my 5™ Thayer
Quarterly.

Besides genealogy I enjoy reading and
computing. I watch more television than I
should. I am active ion my church. I help
haul the kids to ‘Scouts, music lessons, and
ball games.” I occasionally get something
done around the house. My son, at age 11,
thinks it is fun to mow the lawn!

As Editor and publisher for the TQ I
depend on YOU, the reader to supply me
with information suitable for publication. I
must comment that without the submissions
and referrals from Patricia Thayer Muno,
Paul G. Thayer, and our Secretary,
Raymond A. (Rick Thayer, I would have
little to report. If you have anything you
would like to see published here, please
write me. [ will return your materials if you
request it.

Richard A. Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98310-4003



Editorials & Opinions

I have received several letters of praise for
the work I have done on this newsletter. I
appreciate those letters but would rather
use this space to publish something
controversial that needs discussion and
resolution. As Editor I reserve the right
not to publish material that I feel is in
appropriate or unnecessarily malicious.
After all, we’re all cousins!

Albert Thayer Morton, of Penfield, NY
writes the following:

5 March 1995. It has been called to my
attention that I have left some members
with the wrong impression concerning my
opinion of Personal Ancestral File,
published by The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. I wish to set the
record straight. In my “biography”, while
speaking of PAF, I said “It was expensive
Cost $35.00. First update was free, but the
second update cost $3.00. The most recent
update was free.” I tend to use “irony”
when writing. “Irony” is the use of words
to express something other than, and
especially the opposite of the literal
meaning. Translation: PAF is, in my
opinion, very inexpensive, very powerful,
and overall, a very good program. I use
PAF exclusively, and will continue to use
it exclusively.

Al Morton, Director, TFA

Book Order form, Photography Project
Instruction have been removed from

this electronic copy. END.




