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First row: Margaret Thayer, Patricia Thayer Muno, Arthur Mann Thayer (age 96). Second row: Betty Lindblom, Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer, Mavis Thayer, Mildred 
Noble Halechko, Shirley G. Hansen, Robert A. Knighton, Betty Thayer Johnson, Jackelyn Thayer Culp, Heather Brown Thayer, Jim Thayer, Malcom Walker. Third 
row: Al Morton, Will Thayer, Nancy Lee Greeg, (Paul G. Thayer behind Nancy), R. Clinton Thayer, Constance Thayer, Brian Suzan, Eric and Lynn Bartholomay, Ed 
Johnson, John Sykes.                                                                                                                                                                                        Photographer Peter Lindblom. 

 
This is a transcribed issue in order to 
create a usable electronic format. The 
masthead information is of our current 
design; the articles below are what 
appeared when this issue was printed. 
 

TFA Annual Meeting 
   By all accounts the June 10, 1995 annual 
Thayer Families Association meeting was a big 
success. Forty people attended the meeting which 
was called to order at 1:20 PM by TFA President 
William R. Thayer. The meeting was held at the 
Thayer Public Library, Main Branch, 
Washington Street, Braintree, MA. 
Unfortunately, only twenty five assembled for the 
group shot shown above.  
   The President thanked Secretary/ Treasurer 
Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer for all his efforts 
in moving the Association along. Rick gave 
his report of last year�s minutes which were 
accepted. The treasury showed a balance of 
$2177.81 at the end of May 1995, a substantial 
increase from May 1994 balance of $1247.71. 
   Membership Chairman and Director Albert 
Thayer Morton reported an active membership 
of 274 members. Discussion took place 
concerning members who had not paid dues 
and the procedure for dropping these members 

from our rolls. 
   TFA Historian and Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno was introduced and addressed 
the membership. Patricia started her 
presentation by thanking those who helped so 
much this past year. Patricia thanked the 
anonymous benefactor who donated the funds 
for her flight and hotel stay. Patricia also 
thanked her family representatives who have 
done so much by relieving her of some 
correspondence by interfacing with relatives 
and parties interested in the families they 
represent. (Patricia�s report appears later in this 
newsletter). 
   Vice President Jim Thayer gave a report on 
fund raising for the publication of our 
comprehensive genealogy. Since the meeting 
an anonymous benefactor has kicked off this 
fund with a $1,000 donation. 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer gave a report on the 
four genealogy related seminars he attended at 
Richmond, VA last year. Paul is a frequent 
contributor to this newsletter and has 
conducted extensive correspondences on 
behalf of our association.  
   A report from the TFA Newsletter Editor 
and Publisher was read and a policy on back 

issues was established as follows: for current 
TFA members the cost of each back issue will 
be $3. For non TFA members the cost of back 
issues will be $5. 
   A discussion ensued concerning TFA 
obtaining Tax Exempt status. Nancy Lee 
Gregg, a military attorney, will investigate 
this possibility. It was voted to establish an 
executive committee on the subject. 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer of Staunton, VA 
was voted in to fill a vacant Directorship. 
The rest of the slate of officers continue as-
is. 
A date and time for the next annual meeting 
was chosen as 8 June 1996, from 1 to 5 PM. 
The place of the meeting will be chosen at a 
later date. The 1995 meeting was brought to 
a close at 4:00 PM with a reminder pf the 
dinner to follow at Isaac�s in Plymouth. 
   Secretary/Treasurer Raymond A. (Rick) 
Thayer would like to give a special thanks 
to Connie Thayer of Waterford, CT for 
recording the meeting minutes. 
   The preceding is only a brief synopsis of 
the annual meeting. Please see Patricia�s 
Family Historian�s Report in this issue for 
more information.   Ed.
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George Bush 
Receives Thayer Award 

 
By Paul G. Thayer 

Staunton, VA 
 

   In October 5, 1994 former President 
George Bush visited the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point to receive the 37th 
annual Sylvanus Thayer Medal, the 
Academy�s most prestigious award. He was 
the third U.S. President to receive the award. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1961, and Ronald 
Reagan in 1989 were previous recipients. 
     The award is conferred annually upon an 
outstanding citizen �whose record of service 
to this country, accomplishments in the 
national interest, and manner of 
achievement exemplify outstanding 
devotion to the principles expressed in the 
motto of the Academy-Duty, Honor, 
Country�. It is named in honor of Sylvanus 
Thayer, USMA Class of 1808 and its fifth 
superintendent. Brig-Gen. Sylvanus Thayer 
is considered the �Father of West Point and 
the Father of Engineering Education in the 
U.S.� 
   During his remarks following the 
ceremony President Bush stated, �Sylvanus 
Thayer was a quite a person-soldier, 
educator, leader. The award presented in his 
name is bestowed by men and women who 
make a difference, not because they wished 
it but because they willed it. Like �The 
Father of this Academy�, they knew that 
while liberty was not accidental, the hard 
work of freedom could make it seem 
providential�. 
 
   Paul wishes to thank his good friend 
Edwin Holloway who brought this article to 
his attention. Mr. Holloway is a graduate of 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point 
and at one time served as the Military Aide 
to President Eisenhower at the White 
House.   Ed. 
 
   Have you seen some information on a 
famous (or infamous) Thayer? Would you 
like to try writing an article? See your name 
in print! Write an article for the Thayer 
Quarterly! If you are shy about writing, send 
me your ideas or copies of articles that may 
be of interest to our readers. Send materials 
to the address on the last page of this issue.   
Ed.   
 
 
 

 
Photo courtesy of ASSEMBLY, a publication for the Association of Graduates, United 
States Military Academy, January 1995. 
 
 

 
Former Presidents who have received the Sylvanus Thayer Medal 
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American Immigrant 
Wall of Honor 

 
Dar Magazine, April 1989 

 
   �In a ceremony at Constitution Hall, Mrs. 
Raymond Franklin Fleck, President General, 
presented First Lady Barbara Bush with a 
special DAR certificate registering Mrs. 
Bush�s ancestor, Thomas Thayer (who came 
to America from England in 1640), on The 
American Immigrant Wall of Honor at Ellis 
Island. The DAR is currently raising funds 
for the restoration of the Island through the 
Wall of Honor program. The American 
Immigrant wall of Honor was inaugurated in 
the summer of 1987, where for a $100 tax-
deductible donation toward the restoration 
project, a contributor can place the name of 
an immigrant ancestor or their family name 
on public display at a national monument. 
   �Mrs. Bush joins a growing list of our 
DAR members who have placed their 
ancestors on the special memorial that is 
being built at Ellis. Located in a spectacular 
setting with the Statue of Libery and the 
New York skyline as a backdrop, the Wall 
of Honor will be dedicated to all immigrants 
whether they date back to the period if the 
Revolutionary War, to the floodtide of 
immigration at the turn of the century or to 
the present. 
   �To date, thousands of names, 
representing four centuries of immigration 
to this country, have been enrolled on the 
wall by Americans. 
   �The National Society of the DAR has 
pledged to add 5,000 names to the Wall 
from among its members who have already 
inscribe such illustrious figures as Paul 
Revere�s father, Myles Standish of 
Plymouth Bay Colony, Priscilla Alden, and 
William Bradford, the second governor of 
Massachusetts.  
   �Money collected by the society will go 
toward underwriting the �New American 
Gallery� at the Ellis Island museum. Our 
society�s efforts will be acknowledged by a 
permanent plaque in the gallery, engraved 
with the DAR�s name, giving us a presence 
once again at Ellis Island. 
   �From 1922 until Ellis closed in 1954, the 
DAR performed volunteer work on the 
island, teaching craft and sewing classes to 
the hundreds of immigrants who were 
detained at Ellis each year. In Addition, 
DAR volunteers also worked with service 
men recuperating in the island�s Marine 
hospital.  
 
 
 

 
The White House/Carol T. Powers                                                                          Photo courtesy NSDAI 
 
President General Ann D. Fleck presents First Lady Barbara Bush with the special DAR certificate 
registering Mrs. Bush�s ancestor, Thomas Thayer of England, on The American Immigrant Wall of 
Honor at Ellis Island in New York Harbor. Mrs. Bush joins a growing list of DAR members who have 
placed and ancestor�s name on the special memorial as part of a campaign to raise money to underwrite 
a gallery in the Ellis Island Museum. 
 
   �The DAR has a long history of helping immigrants in this country. Since 1922, the 
Society has distributed more than 12 million handbooks in over 20 foreign languages 
on how to become a citizen. In addition, countless numbers of selfless DAR members 
have also taught English language and American History classes to immigrants, 
helping tens of thousands of newcomers to become Americans. 
   �In tribute to the DAR and their work at Ellis Island, please enroll your ancestor 
today by sending his or her name and country of origin along with a $100 check made 
out to The Treasurer General, c/o the President General�s office, NSDAR, 1776 D 
Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006. By acting now, you will assure that the Ellis 
Island Immigration Museum will be a monument to your heritage, as well as to the 
great tradition.� 
 
   This article was reprinted, with permission, from the April 1989 issue of the DAR 
Magazine. Materials were submitted by Muriel Landry of Hamilton, OH, and Paul G. 
Thayer of Staunton, VA. 
   I recall seeing this article in the DAR Magazine myself back in 1989. I immediately 
wrote Barbara Bush at the White House to see if we had a common ancestor. I received 
a reply from the Director of Correspondence for Mrs. Bush stating in part: �Since a 
genealogical research has not been done, we cannot confirm a family relationship.� 
Ed. 
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Thayers Who Served in the Civil War 
 

   The accompanying list continues our list 
of Civil War veterans which started in the 
Spring issue. The list has grown from 254 to 
257 Thayers whoa are known to have 
served. The list starts with Edmond J. and 
Gardner B., who are out of alphabetical 
order because they missed the Spring issue. 
Furthermore, the following corrections 
should be made to the list in the Spring 
issue: 
1) Abert S. should be Albert S. 
2) Alvin F. should be Alvin E. 
3) Corydon F. should be Corydon E. 
4) Danile Nellson should be Daniel Neltson. 
   The list of 257 Civil War veterans comes 
from the files of TFA Genealogist/Historian 
Patricia Thayer Muno. The individuals 
appearing in bold type are not yet linked to 
their immigrant ancestors. When a 
birthplace is listed as �of� an area, it 
indicates the exact birthplace has not been 
determined. 
If you have additional information on a 
Civil War veteran, or can fill in a missing 
date or name, please write Patricia.    Ed. 
 

Homer L. Thayer: Witness to History 
 

Edited by Richard L. Thayer 
Billings, MT 

 
   Homer L. Thayer was born in 1837, the 
exact date and place unknown. His lineage 
is as follows: Homer9, William8, Simeon7, 
Jacob6, Jacob5, Daniel4, Nathaniel3, 
Richard2, Richard1. 
   Homer L. Thayer enlisted as a Private in 
the 3rd. Michigan Volunteer on May 13, 
1861 from Lansing, MI. He was mustered 
into U.S. service on June 10, 1861. He went 
to Washington and was attached to 
Richardson�s Brigade and participated in the 
first battle of Bull Run on July 18, 1861. He 
was stationed in Detroit on recruiting 
service for three months during the Winter 
of 1861-62. He then joined his regiment on 
the front of Yorktown in the Spring of 1862 
and was in General Berry�s Brigade of 
General Phil Kearney�s Division. He 
participated in the marches and battles of the 
Peninsular Campaign and for service 
rendered to General Kearney at 
Williamsburg, he was recommended by that 
officer and General Berry for promotion. He 
received a commission to 2nd Lieutenant on 
Jun 9, 1862 while in front of Richmond, and 
was immediately placed in command of his 
company, no other officers being present. 
When the army reached Harrison�s Landing 
Homer was appointed Provost Marshal of 
his Brigade by General Berry. (cont page 5) 

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER 
Edmond J.  1840 ---- Vermont  Emily Frances BENEDICT 
Gardner B.  1834 ---- NY  Emily J. FRENCH 
James R.  1846 ---- of Butternuts, NY Alice (_____) 
James S.  1830 ---- of So. Kent, CT Melvina STOREY 
James W.  1838 1887 Smithfield, RI *Smith THAYER 
James Wales 1840 1896 Braintree, MA Josephine Parker 
Jeffrey A.  1842 1930 Redfield, NY Elizabeth FLINT 
Jerome Bonaparte 1827 ---- Evan Mills, NY Mary DEXTER 
Jesse  1836 1898 Erie, PA  Ellen Marie WHEELER 
      Mary Elizabeth SHAFFER 
Joel Gilbert 1843 1926 Harrison, IN Margaret Elvira MATHEWS 
      Virginia VERDEN 
John   1846 1863 of Huron, OH *John THAYER 
John  1843 ---- of,, IN  *David Payside THAYER 
John Bridges 1838 ---- of Louisville, KY *John Holbrook THAYER 
John Edwin 1839 1863 Mendon, MA *Samuel THAYER 
John Greenleaf 1814 ---- Buckfield, ME Mary Houston BEARCE 
John Milton 1820 1906 Bellingham, MA Mary Torrey ALLEN 
John Quincy 1842 1915 New Milford, CT Angeline S. DEVERAUX 
Jonas H.  1822 1863 Belchertown, MA Alice M. BARTLETT 
Jonathan W. 1844 1913 Westborough, MA Eliza Jane TRACEY 
Joseph A.  1837 ---- of Newark, NJ *Caleb THAYER 
Joseph Adelbert 1841 1921 Conneaut, PA Ann E. HALL 
      Evaline ROBERTS 
Joseph Thaxter 1838 1904 Williamsburg, MA Sarah B. BATES 
Joseph W.  1844 1905 Chelsea, MA *Warren THAYER 
Joseph Wales 1834 1897 Randolph, MA Almira HOLMES 
      Emma Olivia WARNER 
Joshua S.  1824 1878 of Pittsburg, IN Adelia M. BARKER 
Josiah  1841 1863 Amherst, MA *Samuel THAYER 
Josiah C.  1833 1867 Randolph, MA Sarah J. HOMER 
Josiah Quincy 1841 1920 Braintree, MA *Josiah Warren THAYER 
Julius  1836 ---- Westerlo, NY *Amasa THAYER 
Leo  1844 ---- of Flint, MI               Cora Ann RICKERT, Mollie (_____) 
Leonard  1819 1895 Braintree, MA Norah JONES 
Leonard Alden 1834 ---- Randolph, MA Mary Ellen FOSTER 
Leonard Everett 1843 1933 Palmer, MA Susan E. MOFFIT 
      Grace KINGSLEY 
Leonides B. 1842 1862 Bartholomew Co, IN *Ira Nelson THAYER 
Levi Frank  1829 1884 Randolph, MA Abigail T. BURBANK 
      Sarah E. BOLLES 
Lewis Beals 1819 1889 Randolph, MA        Eleanor LUDDEN 

   Susan M. BUTLER 
Lewis Francis 1844 1920 of De Kalb, NY *Isaac THAYER 
Lewis P.  1843 ---- of Clarkson, NY Emily (_____) 
Lorenzo P.  1829 1863 Attleboro, MA Mary P. CLARK 
Loring Winthrop 1839 1864 Braintree, MA *Ansel THAYER 
Lucian Manlius 1843 1870 Braintree, MA Lydia Ann SIMONDS 
Lucian Robert 1845 ---- Webster, MA Arminda Minnie WINSLOW 
      Ida Wood 
Lucius  1831 1890 Braintree, MA Mary Ann CHADWICK 
      Melinda/Lorinda RAMSDELL 
Lucius Fowler 1834 1919 Westfield, MA Martha Ann HARRISON 
Luke M.  1834 ---- NY  Mary E. (_____) 
Merrick Wilder 1832 1862 Heath, MA  *Asahel THAYER 
Merwin  1844 ---- of Middletown, CT   Ada Ann C. RICH, Elizabeth (_____) 
Milo  1843 ---- of Alabama, NY *Daniels THAYER 
Minot  1833 1896 Randolph, MA Addie N. SHEDD 
Minot Boyden 1839 1917 Milton, MA Ella Valentine WALES 
Morgan J. or I. 1843 ---- of Mt. Morris, NY Erminia MOORE 
Mortimer  1838 ---- of Prattsburg, NY *John Fletcher THAYER 
Morton  1838 ---- of Prattsburg, NY *John Fletcher THAYER 
Moses  1832 1900 Charlton, MA Abbie W. DOUGLAS 
Moses Allen 1840 1875 Dickinson, NY Laura Eliza BARNHART 
Napolean B. 1838 1864 Bartholomew Co, IN *Ira Nelson THAYER 
Nathan   1839 ---- Warren, VT Susan Maria PIERCE 
      Susan M. Mc ALLISTER 
Nathaniel Atkins 1827 1882 Randolph, MA Mary Ann WHITE 
Nearus Mindenhall 1845 1934 El Dorado, NC Letha A. COGGIN, Mittle KIRK 
Nelson A.  1839 1908 Pittsfield, NY Sara Jane AMES 
Nelson L.  1842 ---- Randolph, MA Fannie R. FOGG 
Noah Webster 1833 1864 Weymouth, MA *Barnabas THAYER 
Oliver  1815 1863 Monroe Co., NY Matilda DUKES 
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Homer L. Thayer (cont. from page 4) 
 

   Homer served as Aide-De-Camp to 
General de-Trobriand for several months. In 
the Spring of 1863 Homer was 
commissioned 1st. Lieutenant. During the 
Winter of 1863-64 he served as aide-de-
camp to Major General French who 
commanded the 3rd Army Corps. On 
recommendation of Generals French, Pierce, 
and de-Trobriand, Homer was 
commissioned by President Lincoln as 
Captain and Adjunct Quartermaster of 
Volunteers on April 7, 1864 and was 
stationed at Washington DC as Post 
Quartermaster. In the Spring of 1865 Homer 
was relieved as Quartermaster and 
accompanied Major General Meigs to North 
Carolina with dispatches for General 
Sherman. 
   Homer returned to Washington DC on 
April 13th and the next evening went to 
Ford�s Theater where he was a witness to 
the assassination of President Lincoln. In 
company with another officer he conveyed 
the first information of the sad affair to 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton and Chief 
Justice Salmon P. Chase. Secretary Stanton 
was also targeted by the assassination 
conspirators, but escaped. 
   Homer soon afterward received orders to 
go to Fort Levenworth, Kansas, where he 
was placed on duty auditing accounts and 
paying the indebtedness of the Department 
of the Missouri. He remained in duty at Fort 
Levenworth until January 1866, when he 
was ordered by the Secretary of War to Fort 
Lyon, Colorado. He proceeded by coach 
from Kansas City taking with him two 
clerks. All nearly perished from the terribly 
cold and severe ride, being out fourteen 
nights. 
   Homer served at Fort Lyon until 
December of 1866 and then, at his own 
request, was relieved from auditing and 
payroll duty and was ordered to Washington 
to settle his accounts which amounted to 
nearly 3 million dollars of public money. 
   In 1865 Homer received a Brevet to Major 
from President Andrew Johnson for 
meritorious service during the war. On 
February 26, 1867 he was honorably 
discharged. Homer eventually settled in 
Denver, Colorado where he became a map 
publisher and real estate agent. 
 

Bibliography 
Memorial of the Thayer Name, Bezeleel Thayer 
Descendants of Richard Thayer�, Patricia Muno 
Michigan in the War, author unknown. 
Information also provided by Virginia Ritsema. 
 

THAYER  BORN DIED BIRTHPLACE WIFE/*FATHER 
Orletus C.  1823 ---- NY/MI  Clarisa WADSWORTH 
Ormenus H. 1827 ---- NY/MT  Phebe E. (_____), Dorcus (_____) 
Orrin G.  1838 ---- Hampden, OH Elizabeth N. SPRING 
Oscar S.  1843 ---- Ogden, MI  Harriet B. FRENCH 
Otis James  1840 ---- of Millport, NY Margaret (_____) 
Philander Web. 1835 1902 Randolph, MA Sarah E. HINKLEY 
Philo  1844 ---- of Otsego, NY Ella (_____) 
Pliny M.  1843 1914 Cumberland, RI Cassandra R. COLBY 
      Katherine L. COLBY 
Porter Brown 1831 1886 Spring Lake, MI Sarah Abigail RANDALL 
Ransom O. 1839 ---- of Cayuga Co, NY Ellen M. FULLER 
Richard R.  1842 ---- Detroit, MI *Stephen B. THAYER 
Riley  1836 1920 of Alabama, NY Nancy MOORE 
Roswell  1833 1863 of Pittsfield, NY Susan WATERS 
Roswell E.  1823 ---- of Middleburg, NY Armenia STARK 
Royal O.  1823 ---- of Westfield, NY Margaret CARRIER 
Royal Wales 1838 1901 Randolph, MA Emma Florence SPEAR 
Rufus Briggs 1835 ---- of Guilford, OH Mary HARRIS 
Samuel Joseph F. 1842 1893 Boston, MA Emeline W. GOODWIN 
Samuel Montague 1831 1893 Hadley, MA Sarah Ellen THAYER 
Stephen  1845 1864 Gray, ME  *George Washington THAYER 
Stephen Drew 1840 1861 of Delphos, OH *David Daniels THAYER 
Stephen P.  1827 ---- of Cato, NY Harriet L. NICHOLSON 
Stillman  1827 1871 Weymouth, MA Harriet A. ABBOTT 
Theodore Austin 1837 1898 Brookline, MA Elizabeth WALLACE 
Thomas Beamis 1830 1899 Randolph, MA Lucinda L. HARDEN 
Thomas H. Barton 1836 1917 Randolph, MA Adelaide L. HOWARD 
Thomas Jefferson 1833 1908 Braintree, MA Bryanthia Richards HAYDEN 
Thomas Spooner 1833 ---- Franconia, NH Cordelia Betsey BROWN 
      Joanna L. DELANEY 
Tyler Daniels 1832 ---- of Delphos, OH Adeline MORSE, Hattie (_____) 
Virgil  1837 ---- Detroit, MI *Stephen B. THAYER 
Volney  1847 ---- of Clarkson, NY Pat Ann HOLLEY 
Walter B.  1845 ---- of Albany, NY Caroline S. (_____) 
Walter Porter 1842 1863 Manitowoc Co, WI Rachel I. ROWE 
Warren  1841 1874 Braintree, MA Abbie A. PORTER 
Washington Bon. 1831 1869 Randolph, MA Catherine F. MURPHY 
Wheelock M. 1840 ---- of Newport, MI *Amherst C. THAYER 
Willard  1827 1909 Lebanon, NY Rebecca ZIMMERMAN 
Willard E.  1816 1900 of Westfield, NY Maryette EDDY 
Willard M.  1830 1864 Warren, VT Esther R. MILLER 
Willet L.  1844 ---- of Vernon, NY Mary C. (_____) 
William  1839 1913 of Monroe, MI Dramintha Mary CUSHMAN 
William  1845 ---- NY/MI  Betsey R. (_____) 
William Capron 1844 ---- Groton, MA Clara A. (_____) 
William Chaffee 1831 ---- of Sangerfield, NY Susan OSBORNE 
William D.  1839 ---- of Westfield, NY Emma �Emily� ABBOTT 
William Fairchild 1842 1864 Randolph, MA *William Hayden THAYER 
William Franklin 1814 1916 Braintree, MA Esther Maria PENNIMAN 
William Franklin 1847 1923 Weymouth, MA Georgianna Williams GARDNER 
William Gardner 1830 1880 Milton, MA Emily Phebe DAVIS 
William Henry 1840 1861 Rutland, VT *Joseph Harding THAYER 
William Henry 1850 1916 OH  Lucy S. KNICKERBOCKER 
William I.  1830 1874 of Broadalbin, NY Elizabeth BOTTSFORD 
William James 1839 ---- Seneca Falls, NY Josephine A. SISSON 
      Mary B. (_____) 
William L.  1838 1907 E. Bridgewater, MA Mary Caroline GLASS 
William Levi 1842 ---- of De Kalb, NY *Isaac THAYER 
William M. 1831 ---- of Lee, NY Harriet M. VAN DYKE 
William Oliver 1834 ---- of Millport, NY Theresa HUTS 
William Otis 1836 1902 Sterling, CT Rebecca Allen ARTHUR 
      Amanda M. NICHOLS 
William S.  1844 1920 Petersburg, VA Julia A. QUACKENBOS 
William Utley 1841 1919 Plymouth, MI Fannie E. RICE, Eliza BURY 
William W. 1836 1865 of Bingham, MI Delia Augusta HATHAWAY 
William Wert 1835 ---- of Middlesex. NY Ellen SHERMAN 
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Family Historian�s Report 
 

By Patricia Thayer Muno 
 

   This has been the busiest and most 
productive summer ever! Our TFA 
meeting on June 10th was an exciting even 
that ran incredibly smooth, thanks to the 
arduous efforts of Raymond A. (Rick) 
Thayer, our Secretary. Our attendance had 
more than tripled with wonderful folks 
participating from all across the country. 
We all put our heads together and 
determined that the most urgent needs of 
our association was the building op of the 
membership and the seeking of funds for 
the forthcoming publishing project. 
   We were very privileged to vote and 
sustain our newest director, Paul Goodwin 
Thayer, of Staunton, VA who brings so 
many highly meritorious qualities with 
him. Paul has agreed to oversee the area 
of advertisement so that we can build up 
our membership. We extend our deep 
appreciation, Paul! Our Thanks also to 
Connie Thayer of Waterford, CT who 
served as our recorder. 
   Two of our Family Representatives, 
Jackie Thayer Culp of Inglewood, CO and 
Lynne Thayer Bartholomay of North 
Kingstown, RI came and gave 
illuminating reports on what they are 
doing to help with the compiling of 
records and recruiting of new members. 
Lynne has been contacting numerous 
cousins from all over, obtaining their 
genealogical information and submitting 
their names as potential members for 
contact to our Secretary who then sends 
letters of invitation to the hopefuls. Jackie 
has been using the telephone to call 
Thayers across the country and has had 
remarkable success in arousing the 
interests of potential members. She 
introduces herself, the TFA and the 
genealogy project and asks the individuals 
if they know their lineage. Most have 
freely volunteered their information in an 
effort to help, but when they have 
indicated that they do not know their 
information, she tells them that perhaps I 
can help them. There have been many 
dynamic members who have come to us 
as a result of our Reps efforts. Both gals 
served as my assistants at the meeting in 
setting up and in the sales of Thayer 
memorabilia. Jackie additionally served as 
served as my roommate and �ears� for the 
week.  

 
David Noble Dittman of The Henry Thayer Company gives a surprise presentation. 

Photo courtesy Betty Lindblom 
 
   Our newest Rep is J. Garland Thayer of 164 Taylor Mill Road, Limestone, TN 37681 
who will represent the descendants of Thompson Thayer (1790/1795) and Martha 
Collins (1800-1859) of Abingdon, Washington County, VA. Individuals in this line are 
encouraged to combine efforts with Garland in compiling the records of Thompson�s 
descendants. 
   We had a fun surprise visit from an exuberant David Noble Dittman of Lincoln, MA 
who shared some great products with our attendees from his company, The Henry 
Thayer Company, est. in 1847. Thayers is the �Oldest Manufacturer of Botanical 
Medicines in America.� I remember using Thayer�s Slippery Elm Throat Lozenages as 
a child (no I am not 100 years old!) but had not seen them on the shelves for about 30 
years. David has designed an attractive T-shirt with the Thayer name which advertises 
his products and has offered to donate 50% of the profits towards the publishing 
project. The cost is a �steal� at just $7.99 plus $1.00 for postage and handling per T-
shirt and are available in X-large only. This will be a fun way to exhibit our pride in the 
Thayer name and at the same time help with a fund raising. A �must have� for family 
reunions! Send your check or money order today to Henry Thayer & Co., P.O. Box 
6207, Lincoln, MA  01773. 
   The day after our meeting a number of us were privileged to take the beautiful drive 
to Mendon and visit the Historical Society and cemetery there. Our gracious hosts were 
Peter and Betty Lindblom who also provided refreshments and photography services 
during the meeting. Our appreciation goes to MHS president, Alice Palladini, who 
came down and opened up so that we could sample a glimpse at the lives of our 
Thayers once resided in that lovely, peaceful setting in Worcester county. Our heartfelt 
thanks to Mildred Noble Halechko who also helped make this trip possible and our 
deep appreciation to our Secretary, who provide limo services for most all of us out-of-
towners for the entire week! We are determined that he will NOT have to do this for us 
again next year. 
   My latest book, The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer Families of Gloucestershire, England, 
1500-1660 is scheduled to return from the bindery the week of August 14th. This 
limited 1st edition has been expertly produced and will be a treasure for generations to 
come. They are going fast with half already sold, so if you are hoping to have one of 
these to give to that special family member for Christmas, send your check for $49.00 
plus $5.00 postage and handling ($54.00) today to me at 6885 SW 161 Place, 
Beaverton, OR 97007. 
   A projected deadline forth inclusion of any new genealogical data for the 
forthcoming �Comprehensive� genealogy is 31 December 1995, so we all have work to 
do. My appreciation to all who have made this such a terrific year so far. Looking 
forward to a glorious and productive Fall.      Best wishes, Patricia Thayer Muno
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TFA President 
 
In a continuing effort to introduce you to 
those members that do so much for TFA I 
have asked TFA President William Russell 
Thayer for a brief biography.             Ed. 
 
   William Russell Thayer was born on 15 
August 1947 in Greenwich Village, New 
York City, NY. His lineage is as follows: 
William13, Allen12, Allen11, Russel10, 
Adelbert9, Russell8, Rufus7, Jonathan6, 
Cornelius5, Jonathan4, Josia3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. His parents had met in New York 
City during World War II. At the age of six 
months Will�s family moved to Western 
Massachusetts where his mother had grown 
up. 
 
   During his high school years at 
Longmeadow High, Will was very athletic 
and participated in football, wrestling, and 
track and field. In 1965, the year he 
graduated from Longmeadow High, Will 
was Massachusetts Schoolboy State 
Wrestling Champion and New England 
Schoolboy wrestling Champion. 
 
   After high school Will attended 
Springfield College in Springfield, 
Massachusetts where majored in Philosophy 
and Religion. Thinking of training for the 
ministry he enrolled in Hartford Seminary 
Foundation but did not complete that course 
of study. 
 
   In 1971 Will traveled, by hitchhiking, to 
Montreal and Toronto, Canada, spending the 
summer in Toronto working in an 
international work camp dedicated to 
providing social service to inner-city 
welfare children and alcoholic adults. This 
was his first exposure to social services 
which would later be his profession. 
 
   When the summer international work 
camp finished Will hitchhiked from Toronto 
to Vancouver and Victoria, British 
Columbia to San Francisco, Chicago, and 
East to Massachusetts with an English lady 
medical student who is now a counseling 
psychiatrist in England. The times were 
safer for such practice as hitchhiking and 
Will was young and foolish. 
 
   Soon after returning from the trans-
America trip Will set out to Scotland where 
his lady friend was studying medicine, 
Within a few weeks in Scotland will landed 
a position as a community leader in a half- 
 
 

 
[PHOTO OF WILLIAM RUSSELL 
THAYER REMOVED, COULD NOT 
REPRODUCE AN ADEQUATE 
ELECTRONIC COPY] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
way house for men from psychiatric 
hospitals, prisons, and the streets. He 
remained in Scotland for two years while 
taking advantage of the many cultural 
amenities throughout Scotland and England. 
 
   For the next 16 years Will worked in 
residences for persons with psychiatric 
disorders. During this time he completed his 
MSW at the University of Connecticut 
School of Social Work. In 1991 he moved to 
New York City and for a time pursued a 
short lived career in writing. Currently he is 
planning to move back to Massachusetts. 
 
   Will�s interest in genealogy was nurtured 
by the maternal side of his family. They 
continually told stories that have been 
passed down from generation to generation. 
Also he took an interest in the Braintree 
Historical Society. When Phil Thayer, one 
of the founders of Thayer Families 
Association, was organizing its TFA�s 
creation, Phil and Will made contact. 
 
   Thanks Will, for sharing this personal 
information with us and for all that you do 
for TFA.     Ed. 
 
 

QUERIES AND OUR POLICY 
   Each newsletter will contain queries as 
space allows. The first priority for 
publishing queries will be to resolve 
disconnected Thayer families. Additionally, 
all queries must be submitted to the TFA 
Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer 
Muno, 6885 SW 161 Place, Beaverton, OR, 
97007-6336. Please include a SASE (self 
addressed stamped envelop) when writing to 
Patricia. If Patricia cannot answer your 
query she will forward it to the newsletter 
editor for publication in the next issue. 
 
 

QUERIES 
 

   Need parents of Sarah Harris, wife of 
Elezer Thayer who was born in 1767 at 
Richmond, NH and married there in 1787 
and died in 1851 at Leyden, Lewis County, 
NY. Sarah Harris was born about 1770and 
died 1846 at Leyden, NY. Their 
descendants lived in western NY and 
northeast Ohio. Also hoping to correspond 
with descendants of Elizer and Sarah�s son, 
Elijah Thayer and wife Polly Cherrytree. 

Mr. Charles Lilly 
8800 State Highway 133 
Carbondale, CO 81623 

 

 
 

Need parentage of Hannah Thayer, born 
1745, married William Leonard of 
Taunton, MA on 22 Oct. 1771. She died 
25 Oct. 1803 in Taunton. 

John Hallberg Jones 
2700 East Minnchaha Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55406-3743 

 

 
 

   Seek parents of Harriet Phebe Thayer, 
born in Ohio, 1841, buried 4 May 1888, 
Ohio Grove Cemetery, DeKalb County, 
IL. Both Harriet�s parents were born in 
Ohio. She married about 1855, probably 
Sycamore, DeKalb Co., IL, to Thomas 
Henry Jones. Their first child Henry was 
born 1856, Sycamore. They lived in their 
own farm from 1859 until death, Virgi 
Twp., Kane Co., IL. Great-grandson: 

Franklin A. Jones 
515 N. Geo. Mason Dr. 

Arlington, VA  2203-1434 
 

 
 

   This issue of The Thayer Quarterly 
contains a double-sided insert with a letter 
of invitation and new information and 
pricing for TFA Historian/Genealogist 
Patricia Thayer Muno�s Thayer Pedigree 
Referral Service. 
 
   If this insert is missing, another one may 
be received by sending a SASE (self 
addresses stamped envelope) to the editor 
requesting a copy of the Summer 1995 
Insert. See address on last page. 
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Editorial & Opinions 
 

   I have received several letters of praise 
for the work that I have done on this 
newsletter. I appreciate those letters but 
would rather use this space to publish 
something controversial that need 
discussion and resolution. As Editor I 
reserve the right not to publish material 
that I feel is inappropriate or 
unnecessarily malicious. After all, we�re 
all cousins! 
 
   [A]gnes Hyke of Pendleton, Oregon 
writes the following: 
 
   I just received a letter from Patricia 
Muno, telling me you had sent in 
information on your Thayer line. Also  
[ ]illings Thayer birth 1800 Mass was the 
son of Oliver Thayer birth 8 Feb 1774 of 
[B]erkshire, Mass. 
 
   I�m so excited to receive this 
information as I have searched 35 years 
(emphasis added) for my grandmothers 
family. 
 
   I joined the Thayer Fami(ies) 
Association about four months ago, in 
hope to find something on my Thayer 
line. Not expecting what I have found� 
 
   Yes, this is no exaggeration of the 
results that can be achieved by writing 
TFA Historian/Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno. No written genealogy or 
publication is as accurate or up to date as 
Patricia�s data base of over 45,000 
individuals.   Ed. 
 
[ ] represents text that was unclear in 
the paper issue and this is our best 
guess.  
 
Book Order form, Introduction Letter 
have been removed from this electronic 
copy. END 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




