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Jechonias Thayer House
Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer
of Braintree, MA

This handsome house, designed in traditional
American Colonial style with it’s five fluted
Greek Doric Order columns in wood and the
equally beautiful Pediment and Architrave,
was built in 1835 by Jechonias Thayer. It is
sited in part of the original seventy acre land
grant which his Gr. Gr. Grandfather, Thomas
Thayer the immigrant, had obtained shortly
after he came to America in 1637. Jechonias
built this house as a summer home for his wife
Abby and her family. Jechonias was a
prominent Boston merchant. There is no
record available of his home in Boston but a
search of deeds in that town may find it. The
amount of land in a grant was based on a
formula of four acres for each child in the
family, (Thomas had nine), plus an additional
34 acres.

Paul Goodwin Thayer
of Staunton, VA writes:

Jechonias Thayer was born 24 July 1786 in
Braintree, MA. He was the second child of
Soloman Thayer (1755) and his second wife,
Elizabeth Thayer (1753). He is a descendant of
immigrant Thomas Thayer. His lineage is as
follows:  Jechonias®,  Soloman®, James*,
Ephraim3, Shadrach?, Thomas'. He married
Eliza McClure in 1812. In 1835 he built a
handsome Greek Revival house on the
homestead site of his immigrant ancestor
Thomas Thayer. The house still stands at 216
Elm Street in Braintree (see map Fall 1994
issue). The property had passed down from
generation to generation for over 200 years.

Jechonias Thayer was a direct descendant of
John Alden and Priscilla Mullin of Mayflower
fame through his great-grandmother, Sarah
Bass Thayer, wife of Ephraim® Thayer. Sarah
Bass was the daughter of John and Ruth Alden
Bass and was the granddaughter of John and
Priscilla Alden.

Jechonias Thayer house,I 216 Elm St.,Braintree, MA. Photo courtesy Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer.

Jechonias Thayer House Record of Ownership
Researched by H. Hobart Holly, TFA Consultant
Transcribed by Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer, TFA Secretary/Treasurer

1828 Jechonias Thayer to trustees named, the land purchased in six parcels.

1869 Lyman Hollingsworth et al, trustees to Edward Reed.

1895 John Reed to Charles E. Merrill.

1895 Of lots of Charles E. Merrill. Shows streets laid out.

1896 Charles E. Merrill to Leonard F. Norris, portion of land with buildings theron, bounded east by
Lowell Street, west by Church Street.

1913 Sarah Josephine Norris to F. Edgar Norris.

1926 F. Edgar Norris to Edith L. French, wife of Herbert French. Mrs. French converted the attic space
over the main second floor into a theater where concerts, recitals and special gatherings took place.

1948 Edith L. French to Edith M. Pennock, widow of Gilbert V. Pennock.

1951 Edith M. Pennock to Louise E. Pennock.

1955 Louise E. Pennock to William H. Abraham.

1957 William H. Abraham to Roman Archdiocese of Boston.

1970 Roman Archdiocese of Boston to Richard T. Sweeney.

1986 Richard T. Sweeney to Thomas M. Quigley, Jr.

1986 Thomas M. Quigley to Richard P. Mullin.

1989 Richard P. Mullin, Sr. to Richard P. Mullin, Jr. For $1.00 title transfer.



Honorable Minot Thayer House

by
Paul Goodwin Thayer
TFA Director

Minot Thayer was born Christmas Day,
1771 in Braintree, MA. He was the 12"
child of the Honorable Ebenezer Thayer
(1721) and Rebecca Miller. He is a
descendant of the immigrant Thomas
Thayer. Hi lineage is as follows: Minot®,
Ebenezer’, Ebenezer’, Thomas?, Thomas'.

[PHOTO OF MINOT THAYER
HOUSE CIRCA 1850 REMOVED,
COULD NOT REPRODUCE AN
ADEQUATE ELECTRONIC COPY]

Minot Thayer was never married. He
was the younger brother of General
Ebenezer Thayer (see Winter 1995 issue
of The Thayer Quarterly). Minot owned
three wharves on the Fore River where the
Braintree Yacht Club is now located.
Minot Thayer was an educated man of
great influence in his native town where
he served as; Selectman, Town
Moderator, and Town Representative to
General Court between the years 1808-
1843. Minot Thayer died in 1857

War of 1812

The table at the right contains a list of
twenty two known Thayer veterans of the
war of 1812. This list is provided by TFA
Historian/Genealogist ~Patricia Thayer
Muno. Lists of Revolutionary War and
Civil War veterans have appeared in
earlier issues of The Thayer Quarterly.
(See instructions on the last page for
ordering back issues).

Richard Leon (Dick) Thayer is the TFA
coordinator for Thayers who have served
in the military. A brief biography and
picture Dick appeared in the Fall 1995
Issue  of The Thayer Quarterly.
Unfortunately Dick’s address was wrong!
The correct address is:

Richard Leon Thayer
844 Lewis Ave.
Billings, MT 59101

America Online: TayerMT

22 THAYERS WHO SERVED IN THE WAR OF 1812

BIRTH

NAME BORN  DIED PLACE WIFE/*FATHER
THAYER, Abel 1789 1866 Mass. Lydia CLEVELAND
THAYER, Abiather 1768 - Mass. Elizabeth LINCOLN
THAYER, Clark 1792 -—- Mass. *William THAYER
THAYER, Daniel (RevSol) 1756 1835 Mass. Beulah CORBITT
THAYER, David 1775 1853 Mass. Lucy SLAYTON
THAYER, Ebenezer 1794 1876 Mass. Nancy APENDERGRASS

Rebecca Lovell THAYER

Susanna HOWARD
THAYER, Elijah 1793 - NH Polly CHERRYTREE
THAYER, Enoch 1780 1812 Mass. *Enoch THAYER (Rev.Sol.)
THAYER, Ezra 1792 - Conn. Armorillious DUNNING
THAYER, Gideon (RevSol) 1753 1836 RI Maribah WILCOX
THAYER, Israel 1788 1857 Mass. Sally LINSEY
THAYER, Israel 1773 - Mass. Irene COWLES

Sarah CENTER
THAYER, Jared 1776 1855 Mass. Mary RAWSON

Sarah EANOS
THAYER, Josiah 1771 1856 Mass. Sarah MILTON
THAYER, Nathaniel (Dr) 1781 1814 Mass. Betsey FRENCH
THAYER, Oliver 1784 - Mass. Ruth BACON
THAYER, Peter 1780 -—- Maine Lucinda YOUNG
THAYER, Sylvanus (Gen) 1785 1872 Mass. *Nathaniel THAYER (Rev. Sol.)
THAYER, Sylvester 1790 - Mass. Betsey RICHMOND
THAYER, William 1785 1844 Mass. Eunice FARNHAM
THAYER, William 1794 - Mass. Abigail STONE
THAYER, Zenas 1784 1848 Mass. Esther HOLBROOK

Sally BURRIDGE

[PHOTO OF DORCAS FAXON (1756-1840) PAINTING REMOVED,
COULD NOT REPRODUCE AN ADEQUATE ELECTRONIC COPY]

Dorcas (Faxon) Thayer, mother of General Sylvanus Thayer, was born 8 Jan 1756 in
Braintree, MA. She was the daughter of Azariah Faxon and Dorcas Penniman, and the
wife of Nathaniel Thayer (1752-1829). The original oil painting was kept by her
daughter, Livia Drusilla (Thayer) Wild, wife of Dr. Jonathan Wild. This photo, which
was taken from a daguerreotype of the painting, was shared by her descendant Dorothy
Nash Roberts of Dallas, TX.



REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCES

of Mary Thayer Bundy Part I1

Collected and recorded by Minerva Wade
Hickman,
a granddaughter

Submitted by Lorenzo Lisonbee
Chandler, AZ

As neither of the women were able to
chop wood, the rails from the fence were
dragged in and one end was put into the fire.
As it burned it was pushed along until the
whole rail was consumed. Even this was
laborious work, for the snow was often
deep. William was always on hand to do his
part, but try as he would he had not strength
to drag a rail alone.

Everywhere women and children were
exerting themselves to their utmost to do
something for the great cause. If wool was
scarce they would go through the brush and
along the fences and gather the bits that had
been pulled from the sheep in passing. This
was spun and knit into socks. There were
enough tears and prayers woven into those
socks to save any nation and it was through
them that the half-clad soldiers had strength
given them from God to march on to
victory.

The mothers of the Revolution have never
had a monument to their names yet there
was never a more heroic, self-sacrificing
class of people. They went without their tea,
ate not the butter they made but sold it to the
British and sent the means to the needy
soldiers. They plowed, planted and did the
rough work at home that their husbands
might fight for freedom. They sacrificed
their young sons for the cause, although
they would far rather have perished
themselves.

The old ladies gathered at the Thayer
home with their knotting to talk things over.
Aunt Samantha would say, “It is a long road
that never has no turn.”

At last the turn came and the war was
ended. Men who had survived came home
to their families. The Browns left and went
to live with relatives in New York.

Mr. Thayer called his little daughter to
him after other things had been talked over
and said: “There was a young man in my
company that got a pair of socks knot by my
a little girl eight years old. There was a tag
pinned on them with the name and age. He
brought them to me and asked if it could
possibly be my daughter who had knit them.
I recognized your mother’s handwriting but
could hardly think it possibly my baby had

knit the socks. I felt almost as proud of them
as of winning a battle. The young man did
me many favors when I was wounded and
has promised to visit us after he has finished
his school. His father was a brave man and
an officer. The boy ran away to join the
soldiers and fought as bravely as any man
although he was only sixteen.”

The damages of the British were soon
repaired and when Mary was ten years old
her father presented her with a beautiful old
rose riding habit of heavy twilled worsted
material with a gloss that still remains. She
rode behind her father on her mother’s
pillion to church and occasionally to visit
his parents.

Her mother was never able to leave the
house after the war. She was always cold
after the winter in which she carried in the
rails to burn and used a warming pan to
warm her bed. The doctor was robust and
enjoyed getting into a cold bed. He
generally went to bed first when he was
home as he was often up at nights. He was
always afraid of the warming pan and told
his wife she would burn him.

Mary filled it with snow one evening and
told her mother to let it touch him. This she
did purposely as she was pretending to
warm the bed. He jumped and said: “I
always said you would burn me and now
you have done it.”

Mary looked after the well regulated
household and took good care of her
mother. Her father spent the greater part of
his time with his wife during her last illness,
but she only lived three years after the close
of the war. Mr. Thayer always insisted on
keeping a maid, but his wife had always
said, “It doesn’t pay to keep eye servants,”
so when one was found that could be trusted
she was kept as long as she would stay.

Things went on in their usual way until
Mary was seventeen. Then one day just as
she had her apple dumplings boiling in the
kettle over the fire and the hot coals over
and under the bake oven where the bread
was browning, a young stranger rode up
and asked for Dr. Thayer. She invited him
to come in and wait as she expected him
back for dinner.

“It someone sick,” she asked, “or are
you ailing yourself?”

“I think T am ailing,” he answered, for
he felt his heart was affected after he had
gazed on the dimples, the blue eyes and
the wavy brown hair of the maiden. Her
father soon returned but hardly recognized
in the young man the youth who had been
such a friend to him during the war,
Bennajah Bundy. They clasped hands

when he made himself known and the
doctor forgot the presence of his daughter
in his eagerness to hear about his friend.
In the meantime the table was spread
and they were invited to eat. “Oh, yes,”
said the doctor, “this is my little daughter

Mary.”

“The one that knit the socks?” asked
young Bundy.

“The very same. She is my
housekeeper now.”

The mutual friendship thus started
ended in their engagement before he
returned home. The wedding was set for
the next autumn, a year from their first
visit. Weeks and months flew and Mary
was very busy and happy preparing her
wedding outfit. Her father gave her her
choice of a wedding dress between a sky
blue silk and a heavy linen with a light
blue background and gay birds with top-
knots in full size stamped upon it. She
chose the linen as it was most stylish then
and the material was stronger. This was
handed down with her riding habit to her
great, great grandchildren.

The wedding was a stately affair with
feasting for several days. A grand ball
was at the town hall. Although many
religious people did not believe in
dancing, others declared there was no
harm in it as the Bible said there would be
times when the old would dance as well
as the young; and they considered a
wedding the most appropriate time to
make merry. Freedom had been won. The
people were prospering and what was to
hinder anybody’s joining in a dance?
There was no hugging or dizzy whirling,
but touching of fingers and gracefully
bowing, all stepping to the music as they
had been taught by Master Yates who was
also a musician. He could call the changes
of a cotillion, play the violin at the same
time and detect a misstep on the floor
where a hundred were dancing. He would
stop the music, step down from his high
platform, correct the dancers and
continue. “It is one, two, three. It is one,
two, three, it is one, two, three, four, five,
six, seven.” Every step in the whole
cotillion was counted as well as the other
dances.

It was a grand sight to see one hundred
couples all dancing and bowing in the
same graceful way without a misstep, as
was the case at the wedding dance. The
best musicians were selected and the
finest dresses that could be obtained.



REVOLUTIONARY REMINISCENCES NAME BORN SPOUSE
Continued from page 3 THAYER, Alonzo 1860  Nellie ( )
THAYER, Alphonso L. 1850  Fannie C. ( )

Some were in plain colors, but more were in
gorgeous prints of roses and other large
flowers and birds. Such material had been
brought from foreign countries.

They were mostly made with plain,
printed, or light waists, and full, straight or
gathered skirts. The girls in the gayest
dresses danced the most. Thus it was easy to
tell what dresses were most admired by the
opposite sex with their powdered hair,
knickerbockers, ruffled shirts, etc

The bride and groom talked of going out
to Buffalo, then considered the far west, but
to please her father they remained until his
death, which was not for many years, as he
lived to be one hundred and eight. He went
quietly to his last sleep in his armchair. It
was a common saying thereafter,
“Grandfather Thayer lived to be one
hundred and eight and died in his chair.”

Ella Kohlhepp

Dictated by Minerva Wade Hickman to
a daughter, Mary Ella Hickman
Kohlhepp. Typed from EIl Hickman
Kohlhepp’s original July 9, 1965. Original
in possession of Ella’s daughter, Eda
Kohlhepp Lisonbee.

Thanks to all involved in bring this
fantastic story to publication! For those
who missed the beginning of this story it
appeared in the Fall 1995 issue. See the
last page for information on ordering
back issues. Ed.

UNPLACED THAYERS OF MAINE
By
Patricia Thayer Muno

The table at the right begins our list of
80 unplaced Thayer heads of families who
were born, married, died, or resided in the
state of Maine. By unplaced we mean
these Thayers are in my files but are not
linked by relationship to one of the known
immigrant ancestors. Each couple listed
may have children who were omitted from
this list for brevity. We need YOUR help
in finding the ancestors of these Thayers!
If you can link just one of these couples to
an ancestor you could help hundreds of
descendants. Maine was chosen because I
have done a lot of extra research in an
attempt to find my elusive grandfather,
Joseph Frank Thayer, born 1862 (see
Queries, Spring 1994). Continued next

page

THAYER, Alphonzo I.
THAYER, Archibald
THAYER, Charles
THAYER, Charles A.
THAYER, Charles A.
THAYER, Charles A.
THAYER, Charles E.

THAYER, Charles M.
THAYER, Daniel
THAYER, Daniel
THAYER, Daniel A.
THAYER, David

THAYER, David L.
THAYER, Edward H.
THAYER, Edwin F.
THAYER, Ediwn H.
THAYER, Edwin R.
THAYER, Edwin R.
THAYER, Eline A.
THAYER, Emmerson
THAYER, Ephraim
THAYER, Frank
THAYER, Frederick
THAYER, Frederick P.
THAYER, George
THAYER, George A.
THAYER, George E.
THAYER, George L.

THAYER, George S.
THAYER, George W.
THAYER, George W.
THAYER, Harry
THAYER, Henry Barton
THAYER, Herbert A.
THAYER, Herbert M.
THAYER, Herman G.
THAYER, Ira
THAYER, James Albert

THAYER, James H. (or F.)
THAYER, James Warren
THAYER, James Warren

THAYER, Jesse M.
THAYER, John
THAYER, John
THAYER, John
THAYER, John
THAYER, John
THAYER, John Q. A.
THAYER, Joseph A.
THAYER, Lewis
THAYER, Linwood A.
THAYER, Marian

1841
1865
1888
1851
1860
1883
1853

1876
1780
1847
1835
1825

1837
1862
1847
1850
1838
1871
1854
1852
1820
1858
1826
1886
1851
1835
1885
1854

1854
1823
1817
1867
1869
1857
1861
1882
1850
1893
1843
1864
1870
1813
1821
1806
1833
1840
1840
1827
1812
1816
1876
1854

Amanda ( )

Ella STAPLES

Marie J. ( )

Annie E. ( )

Nella L. ( )
Lillian G. WEBSTER
Emma YORK

Mary E. BROWN
Elizabeth A. BOWLEY
Lena (or Lucy) SOUTHLAND
Isabell MC DONALD
Harriet A. REYNOLDS
Mary A. ( )
Marietta FARR
Elizabeth HUTCHINS
Laura ( )

Mary F. ( )

Emma R. SAXE

Sarah L. JONES
Sophronia ( )
Mary E. PIERCE
Elizabeth S. ( )
Mariah ( )

Jane ( )

Lizzie ( )

Helen S. ( )

Alice F. ( )

Ethel L. BURGESS

Louisa S. ( )

Trene ( )

Orinda COOPER

Livonia ( )

Delia ( ), Mary A. COMSTOCK
Nan Jane HUSSEY

Martha Ann HENDERSON
Margaret ( )

Emma S. ( )

(unknown spouse)

Mary J. ( ), Minnie KNIGHT
Susie CARNES

Eunice RANDALL

Theophica FREDETTE

Alice A. HAMPSON

Stella M. ( )

Cora S. ( )

Martha G. THURSTON

Eliza Paulina ECKELL

Mary Margaret BERESFORD
Mary E. MORONG, Jane MAY
Elizabeth ( )

Lodavica ( )

Elizabeth ( )

Lucy G. EDGERLY

Emily ( )

Nellie M. ( )
FLORA E. BEVERAGE




If you have any information on a possible
ancestor these Thayers, please write me at
my address listed on the last page.

As a note of interest, the Genealogical
Dictionary of Maine and New Hampshire
(Libby/Thornton/Davis), mentions a John
Tayer of Bloody Point (Newington)
Maine by 1642. He is mentioned in
records there in 1646, 1649, and 1650. He
is mentioned at Great Isle, ME in 1668.
Some researchers have suggested that he
may have “very possibly” been the
brother of Cecily (Tayer) Davis. No
research researcher to date has been
successful in determining if Cecily was a
daughter of John or Edward Thayer.

Please note the following corrections of
information in The Thayer - Tayer-
Theyer Families of Gloucestershire,
England publication:

Page 57

The death date for Catherine Thayer (#42)
is in error. We do not have a death date for
this Catherine. This date was typographical
error.

Page 61

The parish register at the Church od St.
Mary the Virgin gives the marriage of
Richard Thayer (#31) and first wife,
Dorothy Mortimore as 5 Apr 1624. It will be
noted that not all the marriage dates as given
in the parish registers are always congruous
with the birth records of the first child in
every instance! (*see below)

Page 66

The death date for James Burt (husrband
of Mary Thayer #55) is not 10 June 1743. 1
do not have a death date for James. That
date is correct for wife Mary’s death. The
error was a typographical ditto key problem.

* Addittionaly, the dates used in this book
reflect the data as found in the original
records whenever possible. Some the
confusion regarding the early dates can be
attributed to the double-dating system
practiced by England and her colonies. An
understanding if the Gregorian Calendar
system, (too complex to explain here
which began was not formerly adopted by
the British Colonies until 1752, may help
the reader to understand why it was more
difficult to tell the year of birth of a child
who was born in the months of January,
February, and March.

UNPLACED THAYER OF MAINE CONTINUED

NAME BORN SPOUSE
THAYER, Nathan B. 1873  Linnie B. ( )
THAYER, Parker 1854  Olive S. ( )
THAYER, Roy Bennett 1892  Marion Louise APPLETON
THAYER, Samuel 1798  Ruth HASKELL
THAYER, Samuel 1823  Bedorah ( )

THAYER, Simon

THAYER, Stewart William
THAYER, Theodore Thomas
THAYER, Thomas
THAYER, Thomas Llewelyn

THAYER, Welcome
THAYER, William
THAYER, William
THAYER, William
THAYER, William
THAYER, William
THAYER, William G.
THAYER, William H.
THAYER, William H.
THAYER, William J.
THAYER, William J.
THAYER, William L.
THAYER, William M.
THAYER, William R.

1820
1917
1827
1848
1872

1846
1805
1877
1822
1837
1829
1845
1837
1862
1869
1868
1866
1855
1888

Lucinda S. BRIDGES
Malintha Higgins BURGESS
Eugenia GUILFORD
Harriet ( )

Helen ( )

Berth CASWELL

Adeline Amelia DUNN
Lizzie A. ( )
(unknown spouse)

Alle ( )

Sarah Snow ( )

Sarah SMITH

Susan J. KNIGHT

Sarah A. PHILBROOK
Katherine MULHOLLAND
Anna A. ROUNDS

Addie F. ( )
Lucretia COOMBS

Laura M. ( )
Annie F. ( )
Alta H. LAMB
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ABBOTT HANDERSON THAYER
(1849 - 1921)

By Eilene Schultz
Springfield, OR

As part of my search for several
different family lines and connections (my
mother was a Thayer). I often find myself
pulling obscure volumes from the shelves
of libraries and bookstores, scanning them
for the names important in my quest. As |
flipped through the pages of just such a
book -- a 1937 volume from the American
Guide Series titled Massachusetts -- one
Saturday morning at the local library, I
noted several Thayers referenced in the
back-of-book index. Looking up each one
in turn, I was particularly intrigued by one
simple sentence. “Boston-born Abbott H.
Thayer (1849-1921) lavished tenderness
upon his canvases of womanhood.” That
was the entire reference. I knew there had
been many noted Thayers in the fields of
education, jurisprudence, and theology,
but in the art world? From the perspective
of a fan of arts, this was a lead that had to

further!

A e weaCihe F

R - :
Abbott Handerson Thayer (1849-1921)
Photo courtesy The American Art Journal, Summer
1982.

My first step was to look for Abbott in
Patricia Thayer Muno’s wonderful
volume, Descendants of Thomas Thayer.
Sure enough, there he is on page 13. His
ancestry is Abbott’, William®, Gideon’,
Zipheon6, Jedediah’, Ebenezer®, Ebenezer’,
Thomas?, Thomas'. T trekked back to the

library and this time found him listed in the
Dictionary of American Biography, Vol.
IX, copyrighted 1935-36. I knew the
information was dated, but wrote to all the
museums and galleries known to have
displayed his art. I was pleasantly surprised
to receive a great deal of information not
only about him, but where you can see
some of his work today. This is a synopsis
of what I learned. ..

Abbott was born in Boston to Dr. William
Henry and Ellen Handerson Thayer. His
artistic talent became evident early on, and
even as a young boy he earned money selling
his work. The family moved about some,
settling in Keene, New Hampshire in 1856.
One of the many schools Abbott attended
over the next several years included Boston’s
Chauncy Hall School, found by his own
grandfather, Gideon French Thayer.

Abbott married Kate Bloede of Brooklyn in
1875, then went to Paris to study, gradually
shifting his focus from birds and animals to
portraits, figure painting, and occasional
landscapes. Returning to America in 1879, he
opened a studio in New York, was chosen
President of the Young Society of American
Artists. For the next ten years or more he
lived in Hudson River towns, going to New
Hampshire for summer vacations. A
daughter, Mary, was born in 1875, a son
Gerald in 1883, and another daughter, Gladys
in 1897. At least two other sons did not
survive childhood. It was during this time
that he began to dedicate himself more and
more to ideal figure pictures.

In 1888, Mrs. Thayer was stricken with
mental illness, dying in an institution in 1891.
Abbott remarried again later that year; his
bride the former student Emmeline B. Beach
of Peckskill, NY; ten years later they moved
to New Hampshire, living at the foot of
Mount Monadnock.

At about this time in his life, Abbott
became more and more hermit like in his
habits, communing with nature for long
hours. His experiments with protective
coloration of animals dominated much of
his later life. The essential theory of
“Thayer’s Law,” as it came to be known
was that; animals are painted by nature
darkest on those parts which tend to be
most lighted by the sky’s light and vice
versa.”

This became a somewhat controversial
point of view, but it is generally accepted
that his theories had a major influence

upon the first designs in camouflage.
Abbott’s influence was also felt in his
successful efforts to see Audubon Laws
passed in many states. Many artists knew
and loved Thayer, who was said to
continually  express  himself  with
unconscious kindness, generosity, and
humor. He loved that which was
primitive, caring nothing for outward
comfort. He collected bird feathers and
anything which he regarded as beautiful.
He traveled extensively lecturing and
giving exhibitions. He was of slight build,
nervous temperament, penetrating glance,
and gifted with a voice of fine timbre.
Above all, he was marked by an

earnestness, a passion for beauty, always
the crusader, intense, awkward, sincere.
He won many important prizes and held a
number of influential positions in the art
community.

i A

Kate (Bloede) Thayer (1848-1891)
Photo courtesy The American Art Journal, Summer
1982.

Thayer died at his beloved Monadnock
May 29, 1921, and his ashes were scattered
from the top of the mountain he had
painted so grandly. Memorial exhibitions
of his work were held at the Metropolitan
Museum of Art, the Corcoran Art Gallery
in Washington, the Carnegie Institute in
Pittsburgh, and at the Brooklyn Museum.

His son, Gerald, earned renown in his
own right and also was the author of
Concealing Coloration in the Animal
Kingdom, writing on his father’s theories
of natural camouflage. Gerald is included
in Mantle Fielding’s Dictionary of
American  Painters, Sculptures &
Engravers, as is Abbott’s second wife,
Emma, and daughter Gladys.



I was gratified to know that the Thayers
could lay claim to such a gifted man and his
talented family, and would welcome news
of other Thayer connected artists to add to
these ranks.

Notes about some specific pieces: Abbott
painted the first of his “Winged Figures” in
1889. This piece was later owned by Smith
College. He painted the “Caritas” (Boston
Museum of Fine Arts) the “Virgin” (Freer
Collection), “Angel,” and the “Virgin
Enthroned” (Gellatly Collection) and other
angel themes. He executed the mural
decoration at Bowdoin College. The few
landscapes he painted clearly demonstrated
his great skill and profound knowledge of
nature. Pieces such as “Winter Sunrise at
Monadnock.” Metropolitan Museum of Art,

the “Sketch of Cornish Headlands” and
“Winter Bawn at Monadnock,” Freer
Gallery, Smithsonian, were said to be

among the finest examples of America
Landscapes.

A great deal of material about Thayer is
available, including:

Nature Into Art: The Landscapes of Abbott
Handerson Thayer, from The American Art
Journal, Volume XIV, Number 3, Summer
1982, by Susan Hobbs.

Commemorative Tribute to Abbott
Handerson Thayer, by Edwin Howland
Blashfield.

Abbott  H. Thayer: painter
naturalist, by Nelson C. White.

Abbott Handerson Thayer by Ross
Anderson (An exhibition catalogue
published by the Everson Museum,
Syracuse, NY 1982).

Exhibition of Paintings by Abbott H.
Thayer: by the artist himself.

A large body of correspondence can be
found at the Archives of American Art.

The Quest for Unity, Detroit Institute of
Art exhibition catalogue, 1983.

Memorial Exhibition of the Work of
Abbott Handerson Thayer (March 20-
April 30, 1922). Introduction by Royal
Cortissoz and an annotated catalogue with
illustrations.

Public collections containing numerous,
important works are the National Museum
of American Art and the Freer Gallery of

and

Art, (both part of the Smithsonian
Institute in  Washington, D.C.) The
Smithsonian maintains Inventory of

American Paintings, a database which
lists 232 works by Abbott Thayer. They
report one of their best loved paintings,
“Angel”, appeared on the cover of Time
Magazine in December, 1994.

Photo courtesy The American Art Journal, Summer
1982.

Numerous works by Abbott and Gerald
are on display at the Brooklyn Museum.

The Corcoran Gallery of Art in
Washington DC holds three works, Mount
Monadnock, Head of a Young Woman,
and Self Portrait (1919), none on display
at this time.

Special thanks to these individuals for
their generous response to my inquiries:
Shannon Morse, Curatorial Department,
Corcoran Gallery of Art (Black and white
photographic reprints can be purchased
for $15 each plus shipping by contacting
Ms. Morse at 500 17" St. N.W.,
Washington, DC 20006-4899)

Barbara Bayer Gallati, Associate
Curator,  American  Painting  and
Sculpture, The Brooklyn Museum,
Brooklyn, NY.

Julie Eldridge, Administrative Assistant,
Department of American Paintings and
Sculpture, The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York City.

Linda Merrill, Associate Curator, and
Betsy Anderson, Curatorial Assistant, of
American Art, Freer Gallery of Arts,
Smithsonian Institute, Washington, D.C.

Thank you FEilene for this thoroughly
researched and informative article.  Ed.
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT WINTER 1996

By Patricia Thayer Muno

A million thanks to the numerous
cousins who sent their kind words of
encouragement through Christmas
greetings this last holiday season. My
appreciation also to my correspondents
for their patience and wunderstanding
concerning the delay in the response to
the mountain of submissions and requests
for information received in the last few
months! Some of these letters take me
more than one day to sufficiently answer,
and they continue to come in faster than I
can crank them out! I may no longer be
capable of answering each and every
submission of information, as I am
presently corresponding with over 650
Thayer families at the same time. Please
know that your help in this project is
appreciated, even if I am unable to send
you a personal reply.

Some  questions  regarding  the
photography project: Please send your
OLD photos (pre-1900) to Robert W.
Thayer for copying. (See add elsewhere in
this issue). He will return your originals
unharmed and forward the copies to me.
We would also like to keep a scrapbook
of photos of our present day cousins that
can be shared at various gatherings and
ask that our members submit these to me.
These will not be returned and will
become the property of TFA.

The first printing of The Thayer-Tayer-
Theyer Families of Gloucestershire,
England 1500-1660 have all been sold.
The popular book is presently in its 2™
printing and only 20 are unsold at this
writing. The book can be obtained on a
first-come-first-serve basis only through
me (see address elsewhere this issue) for
$49.00 plus $5.00 postage and handling.
The cost of production has gone up and
future printings will inevitably require a
price adjustment.

Through the extended efforts of Paul
Goodwin Thayer (of Staunton, VA) and
David Manville Thayer (of Dundee, IL),
we are attempting the impossible task of
notifying every Thayer family in America
of TFA’s existence! Paul and Dave have
adopted various states as their targets and
have been sending personal messages of
invitation to all Thayers to join us in this
project. This undertaking resulted in a fun
first-time gathering of Thayers in the




Chicago, IL area for Dave and some of
the more distant Thayer cousins he was
able to uncover. If you are able to help in
this area, please contact David at:
David M. Thayer
16N690 Sumter Dr.
Dundee, IL 60118

David Manville Thayer and wife Lee

Marilynn Munn Strand of Lakewood,
CO has accepted the responsibility of
notifying other genealogical associations
and libraries. Rodney Lee Thayer of
Yokosuka Japan has been a tremendous
help in finding and contacting our cousins
through the Internet. Clifford Frank
Thayer of Monroe, OR has accepted the
tedious job of keeping track of all the
Thayer Internet addresses. We petition
our members for help in reaching
potential contacts via mailings.

With all this concentrated effort to
include all Thayers in the records
preservation project, the cut-off date for
the inclusion of new information in the
forthcoming genealogy has been moved to
31 Dec 1996. This date may be subject to
change so watch for announcement in
future “TQ” issues. Thanks to each for all
your help and support in this important
work!

A Family Reunion for the descendants
of Theodore Thomas Thayer (1827-1876),
of Charleston, SC, will be held 31 Jul
through 4 August 1996 in Philadelphia,
PA. For details contact:

Marcia (Thayer) McGhee
7359 14" St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33706

MADORA ALLIN BOYD

Joseph Thayer (1836/37-1916)
Elizabeth Bi Mose Kive (1840-1899)
Thaddeus Thayer (abt 1834) & Mary

( ) (1815)
Madora’s ex-husband was William Joseph
Thayer, Jr., from the last generation born

of the Lac Courte Oreilles Chippewa
Indian Reservation in Chippewa and
Sawyer counties in Wisconsin. (William
served as a Medic in the Pacific
Campaign during World War II and
passed away Dec 1993). Out of the love
for these people she agreed to be their
Family Representative. She has had many
challenges to deal with as the individuals
who were charged with their care were
not very careful with the important
records of the events of their lives. She is
also the family representative for the
brother of her husband’s ancestor as there
is no one to represent those people. Below
are some of the many activities she has
performed in serving in this capacity.

1) Sent copies of probate papers from
Bureau of Indian Affairs, with lists of the
descendants of Joseph Thayer and
Elizabeth Bi Mose Kive. These records
indicated that Joseph was a NON-
INDIAN and had married into the tribe
before 1860. With Madora’s help, I was
able to trace Joseph® and his brother,
Thaddeus® Thayer, as the sons of
Thaddeus Adams’ Thayer and wife
Elizabeth A. ( ) (Thaddeus Adams’,
Obediah  Allen®, Noah®, Hezekia®,
Nathaniel’, Richard®, Richard").

2) Sent copies of Family Group Records
for descendants which included additional
information  from  Emma  Thayer
Lawrence who visited from the LCOCI
reservation in about 1956/1957. “She took
care of registering all of our children with
the Tribal Council. We corresponded for
several years, and she added interesting
little things.”

3) Provided copies of pictures taken in the
reservation in the 1920’s and 1950’s.

4) Sent copies of information, newspaper
clippings, photocopies from books and
from a variety of sources in different areas
of the country relative to Thayers as found
during her searches.

5) Sent pedigree information received from
the Tribal Council after they were notified
of the deaths of William Jr., Daniel, and
Philip Thayer in 1993.

Madora’s future plans include a trip next
month with her daughter, Marguerite, to
Hayward, Wisconsin to attend the big Pow
Wow on the reservation. While back there

she hopes to meet and obtain information on
any relatives still living in the area. The
twosome plan to obtain many photos of
where the children’s father was born and
lived as a young boy. She hopes to possibly
learn when Joseph and Thaddeus arrived in
the area, married, and hopefully, the name
of Thad’s wife. Marguerite plans to take
some of her father’s ashes back with her “to
the place where he began life.” (See Fall
1995 issue of The Thayer Quarterly for
Madora’s picture and article on Thaddeus
Thayer).

LOLITA THAYER GUTHRIE

Spencer Thayer (1799-1878) and Sally
Butler (1805-1870)

Lolita and I have corresponded for several
years. Her earliest known ancestor, Spencer
Thayer, is yet unplaced. If anyone could
find his connection, Lolita could! She has
been very actively involved in the
Genealogical circles in the state of Ohio.
She has published the THAYER SLEETH
FAMILY SCRAPBOOK sincel985 for the
Thayers and their descendant of Shelby
county Indiana.

T

Lolita Thayer Guth;le
Here is a look at some of the valuable
service Lolita has performed for us:

1) Provided me with numerous
worthwhile contacts which have been
shared with the TFA.

2) Keeps an ongoing correlated file of any
and all mentions of the Thayer name she
encounters through correspondence on her
many searches, notably of Ohio and Indiana.
3) Continues to update the genealogical
information on the descendant of Spencer
Thayer and Sally Butler, and plans to

continued page 9



submit their biographical sketches.

4) Forwards any and all Thayer-related
correspondence for contact by me. Her
Thayer scrapbook is seen by many
individuals and a lot of Lolita’s referrals
have been a result of these efforts.

Lolita is one of the busiest genealogists
I know of, and in addition to the many
acts of service she performs for
Genealogical societies in the state of
Ohio, she was the compiler and main
force behind the publishing of the book:
On The Courthouse Steps Woods County,
Ohio, in commemoration of the centennial
of that courthouse. We greatly appreciate
her efforts to help us as serving as Family
Representative. Many, Many thanks
Lolita!

BETTY HARMON BUE

Moses Allen Thayer (1840-1875) &
Laura Eliza Barnhart (1844-1934)

Betty got the “Family History Bug”
when she uncovered the ancient letter
written during the Civil War by her
ancestor, Moses Allen, to his then

sweetheart and future wife, Laura Eliza

Some of Betty’s interesting activities
include the following:

1) Helped organize a “cousin” get-
together in New Hampshire of the cousins
in her generation of great grandchildren of
Moses Thayer. Betty took her genealogy
notebooks with her and shared it with
interested family members.

2) Referred descendants to the TFA and
announced her position as a representative
so that others may contact her and
coordinate their research/compiling efforts.
3) Is in the process of exchanging
documents, information and photos with

other descendants interested in the Thayer
project.

4) Arranged a meeting with a cousin she
had not seen in 30 years in Yuma,
Arizona where they reminisced about
their childhood in New Hampshire and
share the treasured Moses Thayer family
bible. Betty says the reunion was a very
happy time for both and a direct benefit
resulting from her activities as a
representative!

5) Shared photos and stories with our
editor, Rick Thayer, for publishing in The
Thayer  Quarterly  newsletter  for
publishing.

Future plans include going to New
Hampshire again in Sept. 1995 and Betty
hopes to update her descendancy chart
and promote other family gatherings. She
plans a trip to New England in Upper
New York state where she and hubby, Ed,
will explore the small towns that Moses
Thayer lived in his youth--an area where
they have never been before. Betty also
hopes to obtain Moses Thayer’s war
records at the National Archives in
Mission Viejo, California soon and will
add that information to her growing
collection of data. She continues to
correspond with Rep, Gayle Lester of
New York who was found through her
association with TFA. Thanks Betty for
all you continue to do!

GAYLE DORSCHEL LESTER

Gayle has written up a from letter to be
sent to all the descendants which
introduces the TFA and the multi-volume
genealogy compilation and publishing
project. She has requested that the various
families update the information on their
respective lines and share photographs.

Gayle Dorschel Lester

Gayle has also asked them to submit the
biographical and historical data when
possible. She has also visited graveyards
and taken pictures and  shared
genealogical data with others. Her biggest
worry was that her requests and
enthusiasm for this project would be
overwhelming for those family members
she contacts, but she has been very
successful in her endeavors.

DOROTHY THAYER SHARON

Dorothy has been very helpful with the
collection of genealogical data on NY
Thayers and Thayer-related trivia which
she finds in local newspapers, etc., and
forwards to our Historian. She has agreed
to serve as Family Representative in the
line of:

George Thayer (about 1828/1833) and
wife, Jane Strickland

o 3
Dorothy Jane Thayer Sharon

This family resided in Georgetown,
Madison county, NY. The couple has 130
descendants in 6 generations and remain in
the “Unplaced” Thayers file. If you have
information to share on this line, please
contact Dorothy at the following address:

Dorothy Thayer Sharon
79 Fennell St. Apt. 23
Skaneateles, NY 13152

CHARLES R. LILLY

Charles was one of the first Thayer
descendants 1 ever corresponded with,
over two decades ago. At that time, he
presented me with a challenge, which 1

continued next page



CHARLES R. LILLY continued

eventually followed through with. He has
been researching the Thayer line many,
many years and when I contacted him
again as the official Historian of the TFA,
he provided us with mountains of his
research materials. He has been serving as
a Family Representative in the line of:

Lemuel Thayer about 1760 - 1833 &
Charity Manley about 1763 - 1803/1804

[PHOTO OF CHARLES R. LILLY
REMOVED, COULD NOT REPRODUCE
AN ADEQUATE ELECTRONIC COPY]

If you have information on this line to
share, please contact Charles at:

Charles R. Lilly
8800 State Highway 133
Carbondale,

CO 81623

LUANNE KRIEBS

Elbridge May Thayer (1832-1917) &
Catherine Merryfield (1835-1901)

LuAnne submitted large amounts of
well recorded and coordinated
genealogical data on her line, she has
recently extracted the 1880, 1900 & 1920
U.S. census soundexes for Nebraska and
is commencing work on the 1885
Nebraska State census. This project will
be time consuming because there is no
index for that enumeration.

She plans to tackle the obituaries as
soon as she has the census project
completed. She has been collecting Civil
War records and has taken pictures of
tombstones. She has corresponded with
others in her line and also plans to work
on the biographical information for her
ancestors.

Eugene Kriebs is the grandson of Amy
Ruth Thayer born 1883. Amy’s lineage is
as follows: Amy'’, Oren Mortimer’,
Elbridge May®, Royal Olmstead’,

Amy, Ll;Anne, and Eugene Kriebs
Jedediah®, Micah®, Jonathan®, Josia®,
Ferdninado®, Thomas'. LuAnne states the
picture is of the “two real Thayers” (Gene
and daughter Amy) and herself and adds:
“When they can’t get out of it, they both
help with genealogy. Amy looks up
obituaries. Gene gets lost in the old news
stories, but with a little prompting finds
obit’s and is my #1 copy man-he and copy
machines go hand in hand.”

If you have information on this line you
may write LuAnne at:

LuAnne Kriebs
12511 Poppleton Ave.
Omaha, NE 68144-1306

MEMBERSHIP PROGRESS REPORT

By
Al Morton
TFA Director and Membership Chairman

Just a little note to let of all of you know
about the progress that we are making. On
June 10, 1995 TFA had 264 members.
That number was VERY gratifying to all
the folks that had been working hard to let
the world know about TFA.

We are pleased to report that as of Feb.
21, 1996, TFA has 395 members, an
increase of 149 members.

Our special thanks to those members
who responded to the appeal made in the
Summer issue of this Newsletter for all
members to contact prospects among their
relatives and Thayer friends in an effort to
broaden the TFA membership. Your
efforts have helped to bring about this
impressive increase during the last few
months. Since this is an on-going effort,
all members are urged to pass the word
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along to relatives, or better yet, consider a
gift membership for a special occasion.

The mailing list for The Thayer
Quarterly will be revised on April 1, 1996
to include only current members whose
dues are paid for '96. (See page 12 to
determine if we show your dues as being
paid).

Remember to get your dues to TFA, P.O.
Box 12, Braintree, MA 02185-0012 by the
deadline of April 1, 1996. That way you
will not miss a single issue.

We wish to thank each and every
member of TFA for making these past few
months successful.

While you are reading this newsletter,
take a moment to reflect...

Is there something that you would like to
see added to this newsletter?

Is there something that you would like to
participate in, within the Thayer Families
Association, but no-one has asked you?

Is there something that you would like to
contribute to the Thayer Families
Association, but no one has asked you?

WELL, I AM ASKING YOU!!!

If you have an idea that you would like
to share, please write it down, and send it
to me. If you have some time to help with
the work in the Thayer Families
Association, write and tell me. Any help
will be greatly appreciated.

Oh, you want something specific. OK,
we need a recording secretary for the
annual meeting on June 15%. Is there
anyone that has that has that skill, that
will be attending the meeting? Speak up,
please!! You can write to me:

Albert (Al) Thayer Morton
115 Willow Pond Way
Penfield, NY 14526-2621
or E-MAIL
AlMorton80@aol.com



James B. Thayer
TFA Vice President

With about 400 members on the rolls of
The Thayer Families Association, it has
given me, as on of the founders, the
opportunity to talk about the future of our
group. We have had the advantage of
keeping the yearly dues very low,
currently $15. For the annual dues we get
The Thayer Quarterly published by Rick
(West) Thayer of Bremerton, WA. We
have a great Secretary-Treasurer, Rick
(East) Thayer of Braintree, MA, who
keeps all records and is now getting the
TFA to a non-profit status. Here in
Beaverton, OR, my hometown, is Patricia
Thayer Muno, our able Historian-
Genealogist who has some 45,000

Thayers in her computer files.

W
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James Burdett Thayer

This allows us a great opportunity to get
our family histories into a series of books
which will be published by the Thayer
Families Association.

It is my hope that many of us would
think that this is a good idea and if any of
our members would like to contribute to
such a cause we could seriously plan on
such a project. One of our members has
given $1,000 and I plan to give $1,000
this year. If any of you can give, please
send funds to:

TFA
P.O. Box 12
Braintree, MA 02185-0012

MARILYNN MUNN STRAND

Marilynn has been an answer to our
prayers for help with the TFA workload.
She contacted us via E-mail one day and we
immediately recognized her helpful spirit.
We put her to work immediately and she
has been at it non-stop ever since! She has
been heading up the project to target
Genealogical Associations with news of
TFA’s existence. She has also been a
tremendous help in planning and advertising
the forthcoming June board meeting. We
look forward to meeting her in person then,
when we can thank this cheerful, energetic
and very helpful lady for all she brings to
our wonderful association. (Pictured with
her husband, Warren JG. §Uand.2
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Marilynn Munn Strand and Warren Strand Sr.

Marilynn has been working seriously on
her own family history for ten years. Her
main quest has been to find the death and
burial information on her father Clark
Clifford Munn whose parents were George
W. (Gus) Munn and Jane Elizabeth Shantz.
Marilynn reports; “I have, however, found
my half-brother, Robert H. Munn, who
knew nothing of my existence, but I had
always known of him.” It is through her
father that Marilynn traces back to the
Thayer family of Richard Thayer and
Susanna Wild.

Patricia Thayer Muno

CORRECTIONS

As with any large genealogical undertaking,
corrections are inevitable. The following list of
corrections is provided by Rolland B. Clark Jr. of
Rosamond, CA. Roland used the most recent data
on Revolutionary War veterans from the files on
TFA.

Genealogist/Historian, Patricia Thayer Muno, and
compared it to previously published lists in The
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Thayer Quarterly. These lists appeared in the
Spring, and Summer of 1994, and the Winter
1995 issues. The entire list may be re-run in
some future issues. Only the correct
information will be presented in this list, with
the incorrect omitted.

Reuben Thayer, married to Rachel Stetson, is not a
Revolutionary War vet.

Baruch Thayer d. 1823
Elias Thayer d. 1806
Elijah Thayer b. 1762
Ezekiel Thayer d. 1836
Gideon Thayer b. 1740
Jedediah Thayer d. 1788
Jeremiah Thayer d. 1799
Joel Thayer b. 1760
John Thayer d. 1817
Jonathan Thayer b. 1753
Micah Thayer b. 1749
Micah Thayer b. 1726
Nathaniel Thayer d. 1811
Pelatiah Thayer b.1739d. 1797
Richard Thayer b. 1726 d. 1800
Stephen Thayer d. 1781
Zebah Thayer d. 1790

Thank you Roland for researching these
corrections. Ed.

COMING TOGETHER

The 1996 TFA Annual meeting will be
held June 15" 1996 from 1 to 6 PM at the
Southworth Library, Thayer Academy,
Braintree, MA. An insert in this
newsletter provides information on
accommodations that are available. If this
insert is missing please contact TFA
Secretary/Treasurer Raymond A. (Rick)
Thayer at the address on page 12.

A second insert on the TFA Bylaws is
provided for your information and
comment. If you have suggestions please
write TFA.

Several vacancies of Director will occur
and will be filled during the business
portion of the meeting. A nominating
committee has been formed and is chaired
by Director Paul G. Thayer. If you have a
nomination for a Director, please write:

Paul G. Thayer
210 Edgewood Rd.
Staunton, VA 24401-3417

Please come to Braintree this summer!
Many of your cousins will be there,
including Patricia Thayer Muno, our
tireless Genealogist/Historian. Ed.

Reunion Insert and Bylaws Inserts have
been removed from this electronic
copy. END





