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A CENTURY 
WITH CHARLIE HAYWARD 

 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   When TFA member, Charlie L. Hayward of 
Portland, Oregon turns 101 in six months, and 
is asked how he has been able to survive for so 
long, he will probably mention something 
about just being darn lucky! I am inclined to 
think there is more to this than just good luck 
and exceptional good genes! There just has to 
be more than his diet of plenty of fresh fish, 
vegetables, fruits and water. Even though 
Charlie drinks only an occasional glass of wine 
and does not smoke, would not guarantee the 
majority of the rest of us an incredibly long 
life like his! Why, here is a man who was still 
driving at the age of 95! 

 
Photo courtesy Charlie Howard and azuwar. 

 
   An article appearing in a November 1995 
issue of Portland State University�s Vanguard 
paper on Charlie just before his centenarian 
celebration gives the reader an overwhelming 
sense of just how really �blessed� Charlie has 
been these past 10 decades: 
   �With any kind of luck, Charlie could have 

TFA Vice President James B. Thayer (left) greets 
Charlie Hayward at 100 year birthday and Veterans 
Day Celebration. 
 
been killed 80 years ago, in World War I, as he 
hung below his highly flammable hydrogen 
balloon over a French battlefield.� 
   �Before he even got to France, he came close 
to being incinerated when his balloon struck 
high tension wires over East St. Louis, IL, and 
burst into flames. Hayward and a companion 
jumped for their lives, then helped put out the 
spreading ground fire that threatened nearby 
homes.� 
   �He could have been smashed to bits testing 
an early model parachute made of white duck, 
a misfit design that ripped apart in midair. 
Fortunately, the major in charge had elected to 
use sandbags to give the parachute its first 
test.� 
   �Hayward could have been crippled for life 
in a mishap in 1917 in which he was crushed 
against the side of a truck. �You�ll be in a 
wheelchair by the time you�re 45,� a doctor 
told him.� 
   �But Hayward survived all those perils. 
Today, he�s active, articulate, and involved 
with a number of organizations�� 
   �Hayward is more than a survivor. He�s 
unique. He is said to be the oldest living 
member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity. 

Hayward spent World War I observing 
Germany enemy positions from a hydrogen-
filled balloon tethered at the upper end of a 
steel cable. His assignment was to direct 
artillery fire, using the newly-developed 
Western Electric Company phone system.� 
   �Hayward won three citations for his 
performance, while enduring a nagging pain 
from his back injury.� 
   Charlie was born 11 Nov 1895 in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts to Lewis Fredrick9 (Lewis8, 
Charles7, Caleb6-5, Jonathan4-3-2, William1) 
HAYWARD. William Hayward was an 
immigrant from England in 1637 and was 
married to Margery Knight. These early 
ancestors are not strangers to many of those 
who will be reading this article, as they were 
the progenitors of the largest branch of 
descendants in the Thayer family! They were 
also the parents of Huldah Hayward who 
married in 1652/53 to Ferdinando2  (Thomas1) 
THAYER. Charlie�s direct 6th great 
grandmother was Sarah3 (Thomas2-1) 
THAYER who married in 1663 to Jonathan2 
(William1) HAYWARD. 
   Charlie graduated from Columbia University 
in 1917 and soon afterwards found himself in 
World War I as a balloon observer and 
company commander in the US Army 
American Expeditionary Force in France 

Continued page 2 
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H. Hobart Holly 
 

   H. Hobart Holly, a member and 
Consultant to the Thayer Families 
Association, was connected with the 
activities that led to TFA�s founding. He 
was a close friend of Waldo C. Sprague, the 
noted genealogist who compiled the 
remarkable material on the Thayer families. 
Mr. Sprague died before he completed his 
work and prepared it for publication. Hobart 
sought to have his friend�s work continued. 
In this he worked with the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, owner of the 
manuscript. Here he met Philip S. Thayer 
Sr. From then on, the two worked together 
on the project. As more Thayers became 
interested, it became evident that a family 
association would be the logical one to 
produce a really good Thayer genealogy. 
When TFA was being formed, Hobart 
served as consultant. Also through many 
years as Historian of both the Quincy 
Historical Society and the Braintree 
Historical Society, he did much work on 
Thayer genealogy in answering inquiries.  
   Born in and long resident of New York, 
Hobart received a BS from Yale and an 
MS from Columbia. He was an engineer 
in shipbuilding and later civil engineering. 
He has always been interested in history, 
especially maritime history, genealogy, 
and local history. Since retirement, it has 
been a full-time hobby. He has done 
considerable writing and editing. When he 
moved to Massachusetts in 1949, he 
landed in an area particularly rich in his 
historical interests. 
   Hobart is a member of fifteen history-
related institutions. He was president for 
many years of the Quincy Historical 
Society. He is a Fellow of the Pilgrim 
Society. In 1990 he received from the 
American Society of Civil Engineers their 

Civil Engineering History and Heritage 
Award for many years activity in that field. 
   Tennis was a major interest for many 
years. He is married to Virginia Nash 
Holly, also a TFA member, has two 
children, two grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. He lives in Braintree, Mass. 
 

 
 
The following article has been submitted 
by Leslie (Thayer) O�Hara of San 
Francisco, CA. Leslie is the great 
granddaughter of William9 Frederick 
Thayer. (From Raleigh Times, Nov 9, 
1967.)     Ed.  

 
�CIVIL WAR DIARY 

TELLS OF RALEIGH� 
 

   �In 1865 a Yankee soldier entered 
Raleigh as a conqueror with Sherman�s 
army. Today, 102 years later, the soldier�s 
diary is in the State Archives in Raleigh, 
donated by his grandson, who is now a 
citizen of the Capitol City. 
   �In the State Archives are many diaries of 
Confederate soldiers, but diaries of Union 
troops have seldom come to southern 
repositories. Thayer�s diary, therefore, is 
something special. 
   �Thayer was born in 1841 in Flint, Mich. 
As a young man he married Lorinda 
Greenfield of Erie County, Pa., and they 
moved westward. 
   �When the Civil War came on he joined 
the Fourth Iowa Volunteers. His diary 
records his unit�s movements, as a part of 
Sherman�s army, through Tennessee, 
Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
and Virginia, April 8, 1864--June 27, 1865. 
Entries were made for most days, including 
those for which there was �nothing to eny 
noat� or only �regular roteen of Camp 
duty.� 
   �The Fourth Iowa engaged in many 
�skirmishes.� After an encounter near 
Atlanta, Thayer noted the �dead Rebs lay 
vary thick.� 
   �On Feb. 17, 1865, the regiment entered 
Columbia, capitol of South Carolina. They 
�drove the Rebs off & captured som,� after 
which the city was surrendered by the 
mayor. That night the city began burning, 
and Thayer noted that it was still burning 
when his regiment marched out two days 
later. 
   �On March 8 the Iowa unit entered 
North Carolina, passing through 

Fayetteville, Bentonville, and Goldsboro. 
After crossing the �Nuse� (Neuse) River 
on April 13 the troops got news of Lee�s 
surrender.  
   �The next day they marched through 
Raleigh, setting up camp �3 miles beyond 
the city.� Thayer returned to attend church 
two days later. 
   �From Raleigh the regiment marched to 
Washington camping on the streets May 
24. A week later it left for Louisville, Ky., 
where it disbanded. Thayer died in Boise, 
Idaho, in 1904. 
 
   �The diary will be added to the millions 
of pages of other manuscript materials in 
the Archives. Next year this treasure-trove 
of Tar Heel history will be moved to the 
new structure now under construction 
between the Legislative Building and the 
Governor�s Mansion.�  
 
   William9 F. Thayer was born AUG 
1841 (of) Flint, Genesee County, 
Michigan. His lineage is as follows: 
William9-8, Caleb7-6, Jonathan5-4-3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1. William F. 
Thayer died DEC 1903 in Boise, Ada 
County, Idaho and was buried in the 
military cemetery there. William F. 
Thayer was a Sergeant in Company A, 4th 
Iowa Volunteers Infantry. 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 

 
 

Charlie Hayward 
(continued from page 1) 

 
(1917-1919). He was the third American 
military man to successfully descend from 
an airplane by silk parachute, and in 1994 
his uniform and footlocker were installed 
at the US Air Force Museum in Dayton, 
OH! Congratulations Charlie, and thanks 
for being an inspiration to the rest of us! 
 
   Story idea and materials provided by 
TFA Vice President James B. Thayer. Ed.  
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Ernest Lawrence Thayer 
by Elizabeth Parker 

 
 He must have been a kick in the 
pants. 
 The information available today 
about Ernest Lawrence Thayer barely 
constructs the skeleton of his life, but one 
trait stand out -- humor. And while history 
may have forgotten him, Ernest Thayer�s 
poem, �Casey At The Bat,� is considered a 
classic American ballad. 
 Noted for its rhythm, pacing, and 
sly humor, �Casey� was once well known to 
generations of school children. Written in 
June of 1888, it debuted as another in a 
series of weekly ballads for the San 
Francisco Chronicle, and earned its author 
exactly five dollars. 
 Ernest8 Lawrence Thayer made his 
own debut August 14, 1863, in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. His lineage is as follows: 
Ernest8, Edward7, Henry6, Pelatiah5, John4, 
Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. His 
parents, Edward Davis Thayer and Ellen 
Darling Thayer, were prosperous people. 
Edward owned several woolen mills in the 
area, and could afford to give Ernest the best 
schooling and opportunities. It was his hope 
that Ernest would take over the family 
interests, but Ernest had other plans. 
 An extremely intelligent man, soft 
spoken and slightly built, Ernest came into 
his own when he attended Harvard from 
1881 to 1885. Phinney, as he was known to 
his college pals, retained the friendships he 
made there all his life. His field of study was 
philosophy, which must have infuriated his 
father. 
 Ernest studied under William 
James, and became a good friend of the 
pioneering philosopher. What kind of 
personality does an upbringing like Ernest�s 
shape? A successful father, a comfortable 
life, and the stimulation of Harvard on an 
already bright mind steered Ernest not 
toward intellectual achievement, but to wit 
and play. Ernest served as an editor of the 
Harvard Lampoon and wrote plays for 
Hasty Pudding. He kept company with 
William Randolph Hearst, a great practical 
joker and troublemaker. And though Ernest 
graduated Magna Cum Laude, Phi Beta 
Kappa with a degree in Philosophy, his 
post-college plan was to go to Paris. 
 Not to exactly do anything in 
Paris. Just live there for a while, with Willy 
Hearst, who had skipped school before he 
could be thrown out. Hearst�s last act in his 

career at Harvard had been to have 
monogrammed toilet bowls delivered to 
all his professors. 
 Hearst eventually made his way 
back to the United States and Ernest, 
probably under increasing pressure from his 
father, returned, also. Hearst�s father had 
bought the San Francisco Chronicle, and 
employed his son to run it. Still unwilling to 
work in Edward Thayer�s woolen mills, 
Ernest took up an offer from the Chronicle, 
in 1886, to write a weekly humor column. 
He was off to California. 
 Writing under the pen name 
�Phin,� a variation of his college nickname, 
Ernest churned out humorous ballads for the 
Sunday edition. Ballads were extremely 
popular, and Ernest had read a collection 
and figured he could do just as well. Selling 
to the paper at five dollars each, it was 
enough to pay the rent. 
 

�All things considered�.. 
More pleasure than 
annoyance� 
 
 Ernest was in California barely a 
year. His health was poor, and illness forced 
him to return to his father�s home in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Reluctantly, 
Ernest took up a job at one of the woolen 
mills, and acted as manger there for the next 
twenty years of his life. 
 Still in touch with his friend, 
Hearst, Ernest continued to send ballads to 
California. On June 3, 1888, the Chronicle 
published �Mighty Casey At The Bat.� The 
verse was well crafted and it was a good 
poem. Though �Casey� was reprinted in a 
few Eastern newspapers, Phinney collected 
his five dollar payment and mentally 
shelved it. 
 While Ernest slogged away, 
managing the mill, novelist A. C. Gunter 
kept a creased and frequently read copy of 
�Casey� in his wallet. Gunter had enjoyed 
the poem, clipped it from the paper, and 
thought of it often. In late 1888 or early 
1889, Gunter was in New York city, He 
suggested to his friend, vaudeville comedian 
William De Wolf Hopper, that Hopper 
recite the poem in his act. The New York 
Giants and the Chicago White Stockings 
were attending the performance, and 
Hopper agreed that it would be a wonderful 
gesture. Hopper would repeat this gesture, 
by his estimate, ten thousand times in his 
career. 

 So popular did �Casey At The 
Bat� become, it was generally reckoned 
that, by 1900, most Americans could recite 
at least a few lines of it by heart. Many 
authors came forward, claiming to be 
�Phin,� and even more baseball players 
claimed to be Casey. Ernest was bemused 
by the wild success of the poem. Based on 
no player or game in particular, he would 
tell interviewers, �The verses owe their 
existence to my enthusiasm for college 
baseball.� His best friend, Samuel Winslow, 
had played ball at Harvard, and Ernest had 
attended every game to cheer on the team. 
 Ernest would continue his career 
as a poet, writing for Heart�s New York 
Journal from 1896 to 1897, but nothing 
would come close to the popularity of 
�Casey.� T. S. Elliot admirably parodied it, 
Hopper continued to recite it, and it was 
made into two silent films, two Disney 
cartoons, and an opera. 
 Ernest Thayer wanted nothing to 
do with it. He wouldn�t take a dime in 
royalties and asked interviewers to leave 
him alone. The only known instance of 
Thayer�s reading of his poem came during a 
party with Hopper. Five years into his 
official �Casey� presenter role. Hopper was 
invited to a gathering at a club where he 
would meet the author. In his 
autobiography, Hopper coyly hints at the 
large amount of alcohol consumed by the 
revelers. It was apparently enough to entice 
Thayer to recite �Casey.�   
 Hopper wrote that it was the worst 
recitation he had ever heard in his life. 
 In 1912, Ernest returned to 
California, settling in Santa Barbara. Not much 
us recorded of the last years of his life, though 
we know he married a widow, Rosalind Buel, 
and they were married until he died. 
Considering the good times he had in 
California when he was young and working 
for the William Randolph Hearst -- and how 
much he hated the managing mills for his 
father -- we can sincerely hope that he found 
happiness with Rosalind, in beautiful Santa 
Barbara.  
 Ernest Lawrence Thayer made 
peace with his �Casey� fame as he grew 
older. Before he died on August 21, 1940, 
he said in an interview, �All things 
considered, it has given me more pleasure 
than annoyance.� 
 Perhaps Ernest, Harvard 
philosophy graduate, was speaking about his 
life; as well as his literary legacy. 
Special thanks to Dick Thayer, Billings, 
MT who researched this article. 
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 UNPLACED THAYERS OF 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   The table at the right begins our list of 
unplaced Thayer heads of families who 
were born, married, died, or resided in the 
state of New Hampshire. By unplaced we 
mean these Thayers are in my files but are 
not linked by relationship to one of the 
known immigrant ancestors. Each couple 
listed may have had children who were 
omitted from this list for brevity. We need 
YOUR help finding the ancestors of these 
Thayers! If you can link just one of these 
couples to an ancestor you could help 
hundreds of descendants. If you have any 
information on a possible ancestor for these 
Thayers, please write me at my address 
listed on the last page. 
 
   Since this list was submitted for inclusion 
in this newsletter new information has 
already been sent in by Don Davis of 
Hinsdale, MA. Don has identified a new 
Civil War Veteran: Eli Thayer, born 1831 in 
Worcester, Cheshire County, NH. Eli 
Thayer is the son of Caleb (1810 1778) and 
2nd wife Lydia (_____) who appear on this 
list. Eli married Sybil Augusta Chamberlain. 
Eli died of consumption during the Civil 
War. 
 

Corrections 
 

   The following corrections should be added 
to all holders of The Thayers - Tayer - 
Theyer Families of Gloucestershire, 
England 1500-1660 © 1995 by Patricia 
 
Page 70. The death data for Thomas Thayer 
(#94), the fourth child of Edward THAYER 
and Katherine EDDYS is not recorded in 
the parish registers at St. Mary---it was 
assumed to have occurred before Thomas 
(#96), the sixth child, was born, and he is the 
Thomas who obviously died just less than a 
month old on 11 Feb 1609/1610. Elizabeth, 
(#95) the fifth child in this family was chr. 
14 Jul 1606 and not 21 Aug 1603 as stated 
in the book. 
 
   This book is going to the third printing! 
This newsletter contains an insert fully 
describing what many of your cousins have 
found to be a valuable asset. If this insert is 
missing please write Patricia at her address 
listed on the last page of this newsletter. 
Also, see a review of this book in the Fall 
1995 issue of The Thayer Quarterly.   Ed. 

Last Name First Name Birth Spouse 
THAYER  Albert W.  1867 Enid G. (_____) 
THAYER  Alvah  1822 Mary (_____) 
THAYER  Archibald  1865 Ella STAPLES 
THAYER  Arthur  1845 Honora (_____) 
THAYER  Benjamin  1790 (_____) WILLIS 
THAYER  Bethuel  1770   Margery DANIEL, Ruth WHIPPLE 
THAYER  Caleb  1784 Deborah WAITE 
THAYER  Caleb  1778 1st Susanna MARBLE, 2nd Lydia (_____) 
THAYER  Charles  1865 Briget (_____) 
THAYER  Charles  1860 Hattie B. (_____) 
THAYER  Charles  1891 Sadie (_____) 
THAYER  Charles  1866 M. GARLIE 
THAYER  Charles A. 1861 Hattie B. TOBIN 
THAYER  Charles H. 1889 Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER  Charles M. 1877 Emma A. HOUSE 
THAYER  Clarence H. 1854 Mary F. (_____)  
THAYER  Dana Asa  1867 (_____) (_____) 
     Anna Blakeley COBLEIGH 
THAYER  Daniel  1800 Susanna HILDRETH 
THAYER  Daniel  1830 Sarah (_____) 
THAYER  Daniel White 1800 Elizabeth KIMBALL  
THAYER  David  1828 Harriet N. ALDRICH 
THAYER  David W.  1830 Christiana A. (_____) 
THAYER  Dennis R.  1838 Susan (_____) 
THAYER  Ebenezer H. 1828 Sarah O. FALL 
THAYER  Edmen  1831 Jane (_____) 
THAYER  Eli  1782 Hannah BLISS 
THAYER  Ervin  1891 Ruth (_____) 
THAYER  F. G.   1848 Jennie S. (_____) 
THAYER  Francis P.  1855 Harriet J. HOBBS 
THAYER  Galen (?)  1855 Etta T. TOBINE 
THAYER  Henry  1851 Catherine (_____) 
THAYER  James  1835 Mehitable HORN 
THAYER  Jason  1786 Tamor Ann MILLIMAN 
     Abigail ABBOTT   
THAYER  Jesse  1837 (_____) GREEN 
THAYER  John  1775 Mary (_____) 
THAYER  John F.  1846 Nina Augusta (_____) 
THAYER  Joseph  1721 Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER  Joseph  1760 Mary WHITE 
THAYER  Joseph H.  1866 Annie M. (_____) 
THAYER  Levi  1836 Mary E. DONNELL 
THAYER  Moses A.  1843 Eliza BARNARD 
THAYER  Noah  1777 Hannah REED 
THAYER  Orin  1878 Florence (_____) 
THAYER  Oscar James 1857 Hattie Emma SPEAR 
     Anna G. ROURKE 
THAYER  Philebert  1756 Nancy (_____) 
THAYER  Richard  1823 Tamson DOE 
     Mary A. FULLER   
THAYER  Samuel  1868 Mable A. (_____) 
THAYER  Samuel  1800 Rachel SMART 
THAYER  Samuel  1805 Mary BUSS 
THAYER  Samuel E.  1856 Carrie E. TUTTLE 
     Mabel AMES   
THAYER  Thomas Jefferson 1816 Clarissa PETERS 
THAYER  Walter  1882 Ellen (_____) 
THAYER  Walter Stephen 1946 Judith O�BRIEN 
THAYER  Welcome  1846 Lizzie A. (_____) 
THAYER  William  1876 Mary (_____) 
THAYER  William A. 1832 Lucy M. SHAPLEIGH 
THAYER  William F. 1893 Mae (_____) 
THAYER  William H. 1862 Anna A. ROUNDS 
THAYER  William H. 1849 (_____) (_____) 
     Nellie E. GEORGE 
     Addie W. GOODWIN 
THAYER  William J.  1891 Georgianna BEAUPRA 
THAYER  Ziba  1796 Permelia (_____)
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NOTES FROM PATRICIA, 
HISTORIAN, GENEALOGIST 

 
We are in the final count down before the 
1996 �big TFA event.� I would like to 
further introduce to some of the folks who 
have been working so hard for us in the 
association: 

 
Jackie Thayer Culp and Chesley Key Culp, Jr. 

 
   Jackie Thayer Culp, of Englewood, 
Colorado has been an ardent worker and 
Family Representative for the TFA. She has 
launched a one-woman, near impossible task 
of contacting every Thayer family in the state 
of Michigan! A fair number of displaced 
Thayer lines have taken on identity through 
this spirited lady�s greatly appreciated efforts! 
We were privileged to have Jackie in 
attendance with us at our TFA board meeting 
in June 1995, when she shared with us some of 
her successful tactics. Jackie has made the 
telephone her medium of choice in contacting 
other Thayer�s to inform them of TFA�s 
existence. We are most fortunate that Jackie 
has accepted a nomination as one of TFA�s 
directors! She has been behind much of the 
unseen efforts that help our leaders get their 
job�s done to make this such a special 
experience for us all.  
   Jackie and her husband, Ches, live in 
Colorado and re the proud parents of Attorney 
Chesley �Bud� K. Culp and Captain Benjamin 
Thayer Culp (USAF). Jackie is a Family 
Representative for Nathan Thayer. She may be 
contacted at the following address: 
 

Jackie Thayer Culp 
7225 S. Newport Way 

Englewood, CO 80112-1615 
 

America On-Line: JetCulp 
 

   Thanks Jackie for all you are doing for 
TFA. Readers-see article on Paul Thayer 
the aviator written by Jackie which 
appears in this issue.    Ed. 

Lynne Thayer Bartholomay, of North 
Kingstown, RI, is one of our earliest 
Family Representatives. Lynne and 
hubby, Eric, were also in attendance at 
our 1995 meeting where they were most 
helpful in taking on last minute chores to 
help assure that the meeting was 
enjoyable and memorable for all. 
 

 
John Garland Thayer 

 
   John Garland Thayer, one of our 
�southern� cousins, who is also a teacher, 
hails from Limestone, Tennessee. �Garland� 
has been serving as Family Representative 
in the line of Thompson Thayer (1790/95) 
and Martha Collins, (1800-1859) 
progenitors of a large family of descendants 
who settled primarily in the state of 
Virginia. 
 

 
Bessie Pier Green 

 
   Family Rep., Bessie Pier Green, resides in 
Conneaut, Ohio. She serves in the line of 
Albert Thayer (1824) and Mary Ann 
Sargent (1827), who settled in the state of 
Ohio. Bessie has been faithfully collecting 
information for several decades on all 
Thayers in her �neck of the woods,� 
whether they were closely related to her or 
not. 

 
Marcia Thayer McGhee 

 
   TFA welcomes our newest Family 
Representative, Marcia Thayer McGhee, 
one of our southern-most cousins, from the 
state of Florida. Marcia serves in the line of 
Theodore Thomas Thayer (1827-1876) and 
wife, Harriet (1825-1896). Theodore�s 
connection has not yet been determined, but 
he is believed to descend from Ebenezer5 
(Nathaniel4, Cornelious3, Nathaniel2, 
Richard1) Thayer who went down into 
Charleston, South Carolina as a bookseller 
merchant from Hampton, NH about 1790. 
He also operated a school there for �free 
colored children.� Two of Ebenezer�s sons 
(Thomas Heyward Sinclair Thayer and 
Ebenezer Thayer Jr.) could have been the 
father of Theodore. Another possibility is 
Thomas Williams (Thomas6-5-4-3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) Thayer who settled 
for a time in Charleston where he met and 
married his wife, Susanna Broadie. Thomas 
(or �Williams�) later removed to New York 
state, but it appears his wife did not follow 
him there. The descendants in this line are 
scattered far and wide. If you have 
information to share with Marcia, please 
contact her at 7359 14th St. South St., 
Petersburg, FL  33705. Marcia can also 
provide details on the family reunion for the 
descendants of Theodore and Harriet to be 
held in Philadelphia, PA 27-31 July, where 
it is anticipated near 100 descendants will be 
in attendance. 
 
   Please also welcome, Bonnie Jane Thayer 
another of our Ohio cousins. Bonnie, who 
winters in the state of Florida, has recently 
agreed to represent the line of Stephen 
Thayer (1794-1839) and Olivia Hawley 
(1800-1853). Stephen�s line is (Stephen6-5, 
Samuel4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1). 
If you have information to share with 
Bonnie, please contact her at 416 N. 
Hambden St., Chardon, Ohio  44024-1128. 
 

Continued page 6 
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   Henry Jerome (�Jerry�) Thayer, of 
Hampton, VA has agreed to serve as Family 
Representative for the descendants of 
Charles Thayer (1782 MA - 1866 OH) and 
Mehitable Brown (1783 NH - 1847 OH). 
This moves Jerry back one generation from 
his former line of Daniel Corbitt Thayer and 
Sophronia Bartlett. Charles and Mehitable 
were the progenitors of one of the largest 
branches in the entire Thayer family! The 
1996 TFA meeting attendees are in for a 
treat when they will have the opportunity to 
meet this impressive Retired Armed Forces 
Colonel. 
   We would like to express our thanks to 
Virginia Ritsema, of Jackson, MI for all of 
her help in the area of research and also 
William Elms, of Stow Ohio and John 
Chandler, of Harvard, MA, who have 
agreed to do the proof reading for the 
forthcoming genealogy. 
   Mrs. Donni K. Ybarrondo, Apt. Mex 191, 
P.O. Box 439060, San Diego, CA 92143-
9060 seeks the parentage of her great 
grandmother, Ada Frances Whipple Thayer 
(b. abt 1857 possibly Bellaire, Antrim, MI). 
Ada married 1875 to Charles Henry 
Cullums. 
 

 
Marjorie Thayer Gross 

 
   Cousin, Marge Thayer Gross, hails from 
Spring, Texas and has kept me abreast of 
interesting information regarding Thayers in 
the news and other media. She has shared 
some interesting information on art prints 
available via Mail order by our cousin Abbott 
Handerson Thayer (see Winter 95/96 TQ); 
Thayer�s throat lozenges; and data on modern 
painter of Indian women, Karen Thayer. In 
addition, Marge keeping the genealogical data 
for the descendants of Kingman Thayer (1787-
1872) and Sally Smith (1792-1858) up to date. 
Anyone knowing further information about 
the location of Karen Thayer, please contact 
me. 

   Arnold K. Thayer reports that his family 
line (Thayer-Crosby) has a reunion every 
year at Sutter�s Campground just north of 
Lapeer, MI. This years reunion will be held 
August 18th (3rd Sunday) and will be the 94th 
gathering of the descendants of Eli Thayer 
(1833-1864) and wife, Jane Powell (1837-
1891) (Eli9 Thayer�s line is as follows: 
Darius8, William7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, 
Uriah4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1.) 
For anyone hoping to attend and wishing 
additional details, contact 
 

Arnold K. Thayer 
10336 Boucher 

Grosse, Ile, MI 48138 
 

   Lolita Thayer Guthrie, 0f 123 North 
Grove, Bowling Green, Ohio 43420, has 
offered to compile the references found in 
old THAYER Bibles. If you have Thayer 
family records in that old family Bible 
tucked away in the attic, please take the 
time to share your information with 
Lolita. The consequences may result in a 
future publication and is sure to help 
someone else! 
 
Please help us by sharing the following 
information with Lolita soon: 
 
1. Photocopy of the Title Page (example:        

�The Old Tupper family Bible�), 
including the publisher and date of 
publication. If the title page in the front is 
missing, look for one at the beginning of 
the New Testament. 

2. Name of original owners of the Bible (if 
known) 

3. Name and address of current owner of the 
Bible. 

4. A. typed transcript and photo copy of the 
original pages of information. 

 
   Lolita is now in-line at: 
Lguthrie@wenet.org 
 
   Three more Civil War soldiers have been 
identified with the help of our cousins (see 
page 4 also): 
 
   John David Thayer (born 1837 
Bartholomew Co., IN) married 1st: Sarah 
Stoughton, 2nd Melissa Daugherty. 
   Joseph W. Thayer (born 1839 
Bartholomew Co., IN) married Elizabeth 
Boyd. 
   Both men were sons of Charles Thayer 
and Kervilla Widner. 
 
   Robert Benjamin Thayer (1829-1894) 
born in Abingdon Dist., Washington Co., 
VA Robert served in the Union Army. 

   Donald W. Vaughn of Lawrence, KS 
submitted the following corrections to our 
list of Civil War veterans which appeared in 
the Spring and Summer issues of TTQ: 
   Walter Potter Thayer should be Warren 
Potter Thayer, married Rachel Jane Rouse 
(sometimes spelled Rowse). 
   Warren�s brother Chauncey R. Thayer 
(1833-1898) married 1st Sarah Moses, 2nd 
Rachel Jane Rouse. 
 
Have a terrific summer and be sure to watch 
the Fall issue for details of my report of the 
June 15th gathering! Patricia 
 

Greetings from the Membership 
Chairman�s corner. 

 
   We are rapidly approaching the general 
meeting of the Thayer Families Association 
in Braintree, on June 15th and I�m sure all of 
you share in the excitement of new plans 
and new ideas that will be presented and 
discussed. 
 
   The membership has been growing 
steadily, and at last count was 454 active 
members. As I write this, there is an update 
coming in, which will probably increase that 
number. 
  
   I offer my sincere thanks to all of you that 
have worked so hard to increase the TFA 
membership, and it has really made a 
difference. 
 
   We have a recent new member who is 
pursing and entirely new avenue of 
contacting potential members. I hope to 
explain in the near future his unique way of 
corresponding with people that might be 
interested in TFA, but it is currently in the 
development stages. I certainly will keep 
you posted. 
 
   Thanks to all of you who have helped so 
much by correspondence, phone call, word-
of-mouth, and all of the other methods that 
you have used. 
 
This certainly has been a successful year. 
 
Albert Thayer Morton 
 

TFA ANNUAL MEETING 
 

   The TFA annual meeting will be held June 
15th from 1 to 6pm at the Southworth 
Library, Thayer Academy. Braintree, MA. 
For help with directions or motel 
reservations please write TFA Secretary 
Raymond (Rick) Thayer at his address on 
the last page. See you there! 
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Thayer Aviator Shatters Record: 
 

By Jackie Thayer Culp 
 

   Inspired by William Paul Thayer�s 63 day 
around the world trip in a Cessna 414 in 
1993, a Denver cable TV pioneer, Bill 
Daniels, recently sponsored a quest led by 
Thayer for the fastest around- the -world 
voyage in a small business jet. �I made the 
mistake of sending Bill Daniels my journa.1 
Thayer was quoted in the Denver Post. �I hit 
his hot button.� Seventy-sixty year old 
William Paul Thayer of Dallas, who first 
met Daniels when they were members of the 
same Navy squadron in World War II, 
joined three California residents, former 
Apollo astronaut Pete Conrad (65), Mark 
Calkins (40) and Dan Miller (25) to meet 
the challenge. 
   Departing Monday, February 12, 1996, 
from Centennial Airport in Suburban 
Denver, the four Captains traveled an 
estimated 23,500 miles in 49 hours, 21 
minutes, and 42 seconds at an unofficial 
average speed of 475 mph, including time 
on the ground for eight fuel stops, topping 
the 13-year-old record for light business jets 
by more than 15 mph. The celebration 
began just before 4:30 a.m. on February14 
when Mark Calkins brought Daniel�s Lear 
jet 35-A in from the north for a low-level 
pass over the runway. He turned the jet and 
landed to the north, amid the applause of 
about 100 friends, relatives, and aviation 
buffs on the floodlit tarmac. �One thing I�ve 
always said is that records were made to be 
broken,� Conrad told the crowd. 
   Breaking records is the norm for William 
Paul Thayer. At the end of World War II, at 
age 25, he was a combat ace in the F4U 
Corsair with one of the finest flying records in 
the Navy. He was awarded the distinguished 
Flying Cross with two gold stars and the Air 
Medal with nine gold stars, and two 
Presidential Unit Citations were awarded his 
fighter squadron. After the war, William Paul 
Thayer flew as copilot for Trans World 
Airlines and on February 14, 1947, married a 
TWA stewardess, Margery Schwartz. 
   Later he was a test pilot for Chance 
Vought Aircraft, becoming the first pilot 
to break the sound barrier in a Navy 
fighter (the XF7U-1) and eject from the 
same plane during an in-flight fire. His 
career in aviation continued in sales, 
service, and flight testing. He served as 
vice president and member of the board of 
directors of the Chance Vaught  

William Paul Thayer 
 
Corporation. This launched him into a 
second career as chairman of the board 
and chief executive officer of Ling-
Temco-Vaught, a corporation based in 
Dallas, which operated internationally in 
steel, energy products, aerospace/defense, 
commercial airline and ocean shipping. 
He resigned this position to accept an 
invitation by President Reagan to be the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in 1983. 
During his tour of duty in the Pentagon, 
he flew, among other high performance 
aircraft, the F-15, F-16, F-18, SF-20, and 
the B-1B. 
   William Paul Thayer�s accomplishments 
in both aviation and business have been 
widely recognized. He has been awarded 
the J. H. Doolittle Award, the Kitty Hawk 
Award, the City of Hope�s Aerospace 
Man of the Year Research Fellowship 
Award, the Robert M. Thompson Navy 
League Award, the distinguished Horatio 
Alger Award, an honorary degree as 
Doctor of Aeronautical Science by Salem 
College of West Virginia, the Scouts 

Silver Antelope and William H. Spurgeon 
III awards and was inducted into the Navy 
Experimental Test Pilots Hall of Fame. 
   William Paul and Margery are also the 
proud parents of actress Brynn Thayer 
Steinberg, who has had several lead roles 
in �One Life to Live,� �Matlock,� 
�Hawaiian Sun,� and several movies. 
Brynn is married to David Steinberg who 
manages movie stars and produces 
episodes for television. 
   William Paul and his brother, Edwin, 
were born in Henrietta, Oklahoma. 
William Paul�s lineage is William Paul 
Thayer5, Paul Ernest Thayer4, William 
Arthur Thayer3, John Perry Thayer2; born 
1846 in New York; and John G. Thayer1, 
born in 1792 in New York, unfortunately, 
John G. Thayer and his descendants 
remain in TFA�s unplaced file. TFA 
readers are asked to contact Genealogist 
Patricia Thayer Muno at the address listed 
on the back of this newsletter if they have 
information regarding this family. 
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LINCOLN REFUSES TO 
COMPROMISE ON SLAVERY 

 
By Donald Owen Thayer, 

Chehalis, WA 
 
   The following �private and confidential� 
letter was written by President Abraham 
Lincoln at Springfield, Ill. on December 13, 
1860: 
Hon. E. B. Washburne. 
My Dear Sir:- 
-Yours of the 10 is received. Prevent as far 
as possible, any of our friends from 
demoralizing themselves and our cause by 
entertaining propositions for compromise of 
any sort on �slavery extension.� These is no 
possible compromise upon it but which puts 
us under again, and leaves all our work to do 
over again. Whether it be a Missouri line or 
Eli Thayer�s popular sovereignty, it is all the 
same. Let either be done, and immediately 
filibustering and extending slavery 
recommences. On that point hold firm, as 
with a chain of steel. 

Yours as ever, 
A. Lincoln 

 
   I am a Civil War buff along with my quest 
for Thayer Family history. Recently I was 
reading a Civil War book, �The Blue and 
The Gray,� and read a letter written by 
Abraham Lincoln which mentioned Eli7 
Thayer and a popular sovereignty doctrine. 
   No piece of genealogy should be ignored--
no matter how trivial it may be--of course 
having the Thayer name connected to 
President Lincoln just couldn�t be left to lie. 
I contacted Pat Muno in Portland and she 
returned three Eli Thayers that lived during 
the Civil War times. She marked the Eli 
Thayer she believed I was looking for and 
she was right. 
    What an eventful life Eli Thayer lived--he 
was a forerunner in women�s rights, but 
didn�t know it. He founded a school for 
women that offered college level courses in 
math and sciences--a curriculum of value 
for the female. He also believed in 
abolishing slaver through the founding of 
new free states. His theory was if a man can 
receive financial support until he prosper on 
his own, slavery in theory would disappear--
it was called popular sovereignty doctrine. 
   One of Eli Thayer�s great disappointments 
was being deceived by John Brown. John 
Brown asked for weapons to help protect 
free Kansas settlers but instead, John Brown 
used the weapons for the raid on Harper�s 
Ferry. This kind of activity in the anti-

slavery movement distressed Eli Thayer 
greatly. 
   Eli Thayer was proud of his part in getting 
enough votes to swing Kansas and Oregon 
into the Union as free states. Throughout his 
life he pursued political, business, and 
educational causes--a life well spent and 
recognized by a list of articles, books, and 
manuscripts pertaining to his life�s 
accomplishments. 
   A postscript to all of this is that the other 
two Eli Thayers were also a part of my 
lineage, (one from Thomas� line and one 
from Richard�s line). Neither name was as 
well-educated, politically involved, or 
commonly motivated. They were Federal 
soldiers in the Civil War--both were 
captured at different place and times--they 
spent from several months to years in prison 
before dying from starvation and poor 
medical attention. They were real heroes in 
my eyes--as much as the illustrious Eli 
Thayer of public note. 
 
   Patricia Thayer Muno provides the following 
genealogy on the three Eli Thayers mentioned: 
 
Eli7 THAYER, born 11 Jun 1819 Mendon, 
Worcester, MA, to Cushman6 (Benjamin5, 
Aaron4, Benjamin3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER and Miranda POND. Eli married 6 
Aug 1845 to Caroline Maria CAPRON. He 
died 15 Apr 1899 in Worcester, Worcester, 
MA and was buried in Hope Cemetery there. 
He is called an �American Abolitionist, 
Educator, inventor, and anti-slavery agitator.� 
He was a graduate of Brown University in 
1845 and founded the Oread Institute in 1848. 
He is remembered for his connection with the 
Kansas Crusade to secure the admission of 
Kansas as a state. He organized the Mass 
Emigration Aid Company of NY in 1854. 
  
The �other� Eli Thayers: 
 
Eli9 THAYER, born 21 Sep 1833 (of) 
Bloomfield, Oakland, MI to Darius8 
William7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uruiah4, 
Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER and Diadama JENCKS. Eli 
married 4 Nov 1855 to Jane POWELL. The 
Thayer Genealogy of 1874 states Eli 
�enlisted and mustered in Co. B, 1st 
Michigan Mounted Riflemen, 27 Aug 1862, 
was in the battle of Gettysburg and others, 
was taken prisoner at Bucklin, Mississippi, 
19 Oct 1863, was in hospital at Libby 
Prison, Richmond, VA and died with ill 
treatment and chronic diarrhea, 9 Feb 
1864. 

   Eli9 THAYER, born 12 Dec 1838 in 
Belchertown, Hampshire, Massachusetts to 
Gideon8 Stetson (John7, Reuben6, 
Hezekiah5-4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) 
THAYER and Sarah M. PHILLIPS. Eli 
married in 1861 to Susannah B. CHOATE. 
The Thayer Genealogy of 1874 states: �Eli 
Thayer responded to the call of President 
Lincoln for nine months men, served his 
time out, returned home reenlisted Aug 
1862, in Co., D. 96th Regt. Illinois 
Volunteers, under Capt. A. Z. Blodgett, 
went South and participated in all the battles 
from Buzzard�s Roost to Chickamauga, 
where he was taken prisoner and confined in 
several prisons and finally in Florence, SC 
where he died from starvation, hardships 
and ill-treatment 24 Feb 1865. 
   
   Many thanks to Pat Muno for her research 
she shared with me. Without her willing help, 
months would have been spent by me to 
discover all these pieces of the Thayer puzzle 
to be place properly in my lineage. Donald 
Own Thayer, Chehalis, WA. 
 

EDITOR SPEAKS 
 

   It was nearly a year ago when TFA member 
Marian E. Brennan of Tacoma, WA wrote me. 
Marian found out about TFA at a genealogy 
seminar in Wenatchee, WA. She immediately 
contacted Patricia Thayer Muno to submit her 
own genealogy. Marian is a member of the 
Tacoma/Pierce County Genealogy Society. 
She wrote to ask me to come speak to that 
group about family associations. 
   I am in no way a public speaker, but 
agreed to Marian�s group using my 
experience with TFA as a basis for 
discussion. We were finally able to agree on 
a date of April 4, 1996 as the evening for me 
to speak. It was a long time for me to wait 
and worry about speaking. 
   April 4th finally rolled around and I was 
fortunate to have my mother visiting us in 
Washington. Mom, of course, wanted to 
attend the meeting and listen in. No, no 
pressure here. Not much! 
   We arrived in Tacoma a few minutes early 
and I found a good hiding place in the back 
of the meeting room, I was to speak 
following a brief business meeting to about 
50 people who were attending. 
   Marian found me hiding in the back of the 
room and introduced herself and put me at 
ease. I was able to speak to a delightful 
group for about 50 minutes. Mom was 
impressed, I was relieved. 

Thanks for the invitation, Marion! 
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SOLOMON THAYER 
 

The following information has been shared by 
Ms. Helen M. Pratt of Duxbury, MA as 
appears in the The American Genealogist, Vol. 
56, 151-153: 
 
   Tucked loosely in a bound manuscript on the 
Thayer family by Stephen W. Jackson (1826) 
at the Long Island Historical Society is a nine 
page handwritten document by Solomon5 
Thayer (1755-1835) of Braintree, MA. It 
contains vital statistics of his branch of the 
Thayer Family. Some of the data were used by 
Elisha Thayer in his 1835 Family  
Memorial but much of the information appears 
neither in that work nor in the 1874 Thayer 
Genealogy by Bezaleel Thayer. Soloman5 was 
the son of James4 and Deborah (Arnold) 
Thayer of Braintree and the grandson of 
Ephraim3 Thayer (Shadrach2, Thomas1) and 
his wife Sarah Bass, also of Braintree� The 
following entries were made by Solomon 
between 1796 and 1835�Solomon was a 
master at the art of misspelling� 
 
   Remarks - �December the 16 - 1796 
Thearr fell about tenn inches of snoe and 
Followed with sevear cold as good Sleading 
until Febuary the 7 -1897 [sic]. 
  May the 10 - 11 & 12 & 13 A very heavy 
Rain so that the warter Run over the top of a 
5 rail fence that was Set the 9 day of the 
same month. 
   July the 14 -1797 Thearr arose a Cloud out 
of the South with Rain and Hail and 
thunder. The Hailstones as Big as hens eggs 
Distroid vins barly corn and brock much 
glass 15 squares on the North side of the 
Meeting house. Barrals of hail was carried 
to Cambrage to mack punch on 
Commensement Day. 
   December the 20 - 1800 Very warm for 10 
days plowed west of My barn with Moses 
Frenches. the Frogs pept and the [next three 
words ink-blotted and illegible.] 
   Memorandum - Decembar the 10 -11 - 12 
1828 Raised the Lyciamhouse and Vestra 
and Libara [Vestry and Library?] 
   January the 10, 1801 Fell the great Ealm 
Tree Which Stood one hundred and four 
years and 14 days Which Measheard twenty 
two Coards and six feet of Marchantailbil 
wood Measured by a Swoarn Sevair.� 
 
Solomon5 THAYER (Rev. Sol.) 
Birth: 10 Sep 1755 Braintree, Norfolk, MA 
Death: 2 Feb 1835 Braintree, Norfolk, MA 
Burial: Elm St. Cemetery, Braintree, MA 
Father: James4 THAYER (Ephraim3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1) 

Mother: Deborah ARNOLD 
Married: (1) Lydia THAYER 26 Oct 1779 
at Braintree, Norfolk, MA 
    (2) Elizabeth THAYER 12 Sep 1785 at 
Braintree, Norfolk, MA 
 

A LETTER FROM ISAAC THAYER 
By Richard Leon (Dick) Thayer 

Billings, MT 
 

   In all of the Rev. War pension files I have 
read I have never seen a contemporary letter 
like this on, so I thought I would send it 
along. It was written by Isaac6 Thayer to his 
2nd wife Rachel in 1779. This is Isaac born 
Nov. 23, 1741 married first Sarah Spear 
(1746-1767), 2nd Rachel Sawin (1748-
1780), 3rd Hannah Joyce (1762-1840). His 
lineage is: Isaac6, Zachariah5-4, Nathaniel3, 
Richard2-1, Isaac6 died in 1805. 
 
   �Tiverton (R.I.) June 12, 1779� 
 
   �Loving and affectionate wife I take this 
opportunity to let you know my welfare. 
Through the blessing and goodness of God I 
can enjoy my health at present as I hope 
these will find you and our dear children. I 
would inform you that I have sent you two 
letters before this. I have nothing new to 
write to you. We are quartered in sight of 
the enemy near Rhode Island. Their has 
been some talk of our going on the island if 
the French Fleet comes in that�s expected 
but I don�t know that we shall. As to our 
provision it is short but what we draw it is 
good we buy milk at 3 and 4 shillings a 
quart.� 
 
   �Our duty is hard and will be until our time 
is out. I want to hear from you but don�t expect 
to until I come home. I have not time to write 
much now. Remember my duty to father and 
mother and my respects to Eliphalet and also 
to Lieut. Miles and Mr. Hunting and wife and 
tell father I would be glad if he would take 
good care of my things. I would not have you 
worry about yourself to your hurt about things 
and tell Sarah for her fathers sake to be kind to 
her mother and tell my Vashti, Shede and 
Eunice that their Deddy will come home and 
see them in a little while. I would not have you 
forget me in your in your prayers to God for 
me. I hope I shall remember you.� 
 
   �Samuel Belcher Desires to be 
remembered to his parents Braintree. People 
are all well so no more at present, but I 
remain your loving husband until death. 

Isaac Thayer�  
 

HOWARD A. THAYER 
   Howard A. Thayer, 88, of Sarasota, FL., 
died October 12, 1995. He was born July 10, 
1907, in Cooperstown, N.Y., and came to 
Sarasota three years ago from Fair-fax, Va. 
He was in administration and teaching in the 
New York State public schools, and later 
became a civilian employee of the United 
States Air Force Research and Development 
Command in Rome, N.Y. He retired in 1976 
and received the Exceptional Civilian 
Service Award. A member of Kappa Phi 
Kappa, he graduated from Cornell 
University with a master�s degree. 
   Survivors include his wife, Jeanette: a son, 
Douglas of Kissimmee: three daughters, 
Susan of Bradenton, Sandy Lanier of 
Sarasota and Jennifer Campbell of Vienna, 
Va.; three sisters, Marian Terry of Onconta, 
N.Y., Helen Yale of Zephyrhills and Pauline 
Dodson of Tampa; and eight grandchildren. 
   A memorial service will be at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday at St. John�s United Methodist 
Church in Sarasota. Burial will be in Chapel 
Hill Gardens, Dade City. Oaldey Funeral 
home in Dade City is in charge. 
Memorial donations may be made to 
Hospice Foundations of Southern Florida, 
1800 Second St., Suite 104, Sarasota 34236. 
 
   Nancy Lanier wrote to tell me how much 
her father enjoyed reading TTQ. She was 
gracious enough to allow me to reprint his 
obituary. Thank you Nancy. Ed. 
 

CHANCE ENCOUNTER 
   My nephew, Frank Allen Thayer, of 
Oneonta, NY wrote me about the following 
encounter. Please write me about your 
chance encounters with a Thayer.    Ed. 
 
   I understand that you would like to know 
about the Randy Thayer that I met at the 
dinner at the arena. We were at the Lucci Rink 
in the Olympic arena in Lake Placid when a 
man shouted. �Hey Frank come here.� I 
wondered how he knew my name but then I 
thought it was because of my name tag. Little 
did I know I would soon find out that he was a 
Thayer like me and a TFA member. After the 
dinner when I was leaving he stopped me and 
wanted me to sit with them. Since they were 
all cops I showed them my ID. Randy said: 
�Hey ,my last name is Thayer too�. So we sat 
and talked for a while and I learned a great 
deal from him about his family and his past. 
He is from Winthrop, NY and is a state trooper 
there. We were all at a benefit dinner and 
hockey tournament at the arena.  
 
Thayer Book order form has been 
removed from this electronic copy. END. 


