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This is a transcribed issue in order to create 
a usable electronic format. The masthead 
information is of our current design; the 
articles below are what appeared when this 
issue was printed. 
 

TFA ANNUAL MEETING 
 

   The following is a brief synopsis of the 
minutes from the Fifth Annual Meeting of the 
Thayer Families Association held at the 
Southworth Library, Thayer Academy, 
Washington Street, Braintree, Massachusetts 
on Saturday, June 15, 1996. The re Recording 
Secretary was Mrs. R. Clinton (Connie) 
Thayer from Waterford, Connecticut. 
   Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer greeted and 
welcomed those in attendance. He extended a 
special welcome to H. Hobart Holly and his 
wife. Hobart is a co-founder and served as a 
consultant to the TFA. Special mention was 
made of Arthur Mann Thayer, 98 years old, 
who was not able to be in attendance.  
   The meeting was called to order by William 
Russell Thayer, TFA President from Brooklyn, 
New York at 1:20 P.M. EDT 
 
1) The invocation was given by Rev. John 
Garland Thayer, from Tennessee. 
2) President, Wil Thayer offered comments 
and reflections on the growth and 
achievements of the Thayer Families 
Association during his tenure. He 
characterized as phenomenal the growth in 
membership to over 400, the expansion of the 
Thayer Family Quarterly from a newsletter of 
1 pages to 18 pages including inserts, and the 
publication of the Thayer genealogy by 
Patricia Thayer Muno. 
3) The Secretary, Rick Thayer gave the 
Secretary�s Report and the Minutes of the 
Fourth Annual Meeting which was held last 
year at the Thayer Public Library in Braintree. 
The Secretary�s Report and minutes of the 
Fourth Annual Meeting were accepted with 
corrections. 
4) The Treasurer, Rick Thayer, gave the 
Treasurer�s Report. The report was accepted as 
read.  
5) Donald R. Davis gave a brief summary of 
his recent trip to Thornbury with his wife 
Arline. He said that Thornbury was an old 
market town and it is still a busy place. He 
related that when visiting to the Church of St. 
Mary�s, they were surprised to see cows 
grazing just across from the church. Donald 
told us about the interior of the church with its 
lovely stained glass windows. Hew also 
described Thornbury Castle. Donald and 
Arline brought pictures and a small book 
entitled �Pictorial History of Thornbury� with 
them which they graciously shared with us. 
6) Paul Goodwin Thayer presented the new 
slate of officers and directors. The slate was 
accepted and accepted by acclimation. 
 

7) Wil Thayer, outgoing President, 
congratulated Albert Thayer Morton newly 
elected President, and turned the rest of the 
meeting over to him. 
8) Patricia Thayer Muno, from Beaverton, 
Oregon, TFA Historian and Genealogist 
introduced a special guest, her friend, Richard 
F. Locke, from Redding, CA who is the 
Genealogist General for the Sons of the 
American Revolution. Richard is a direct 
descendant of Richard and Deborah Thayer. 
He has researched all of the Thayers who 
served in the American Revolution. Patricia 
Muno then began her report by saying that it 
had been her dream for over twenty years for 
all Thayers to know their correct lineage. 
Tricia�s report was enthusiastically accepted 
by the members. 
9) Raymond A. (Rick East) presented the 
Fund Raising report. He stated that he had 
submitted the request for tax free status 5 
times and that each time it had been 
returned for missing information. He will 
be giving the task to James Burdett 
Thayer, Director and Fund Raising 
Chairman. 
10) Henry Jerome Thayer presented the 
TFA Internet report in the absence of Lee 
Thayer who is currently in Japan. 
11) Al Morton, President, asked for Old 
Business. There was none. 
12) Al Morton, President, asked for New 
Business. He mentioned that two of the new 
directors were not �on-line� but a line of 
communication with them had been 
established so that they would take part in all 
votes of the Board of Directors. He then 
reviewed the decisions reached by the Board 
of Directors at meetings held since 
Wednesday, June 12. 
A) New members will be recognized in 
the newsletter. 
B) New Members will be given 1 free 
issue of the Thayer Quarterly. 
C) Dual memberships: If two members of 
one family are each descendants, each 
will get a TFA Quarterly. If only one is a 
descendant only one quarterly will be 
given. 
D) A memoriam will be published in the 
TFA quarterly when the editor is 
informed by the family. 
E) The TFA Quarterly may be sent out to 
several organizations as free publicity. 
Bylaws changes: 
2.02 Membership Dues: January 1 will be 
the date for payment of annual dues. 
2.04 Termination of Membership: 
Membership may be terminated by April 
2. Removal requires a 2/3rd vote of the 
directors. Vote may be conducted my mail 
or voice ballets. 

4.02 Elections: Board of Directors will be 
elected at the annual meeting. 
5.01 Term of Offices: Two years is the length 
of a Director�s term. 
7.01 Amendments previously discussed in a 
meeting may be approved by a 2/3rd vote of 
members present. Vote may be conducted by 
mail or voice ballots. 
13) Al Morton, President. opened the meeting 
for open discussion and questions  from the 
membership present. 
   Suggestions for the Board of Directors to 
consider were as follows: 
   Plan a future meeting to be held at the 
United States Military Academy at West Point. 
   Have births, and marriages also published in 
the TFA Quarterly. 
   A motion was made by Henry Jerome 
Thayer (Jerry) that the Board of Directors 
�Compose a standard statement which would 
be published in each TFA quarterly concerning 
responsibility for editorial comments and 
decisions.� The motion was seconded and 
passed. 
   Response to a question- The TFA Quarterly 
is under copyright. 
   Response to a question- The logo on the 
Thayer tee shirts designed by Patricia Muno is 
under copyright. 
   Suggestion that a picture and order form 
for the Thayer tee-shirts in childrens� and 
adult sizes be included in the TFA 
Quarterly to assist in the fund raising.  
   Judy and Jerry Thayer agreed to take on 
the project as a means to raise money for 
the publication of Patricia�s book on 
Thayer Families. 
   Make the group picture available at a 
price which would allow for proceeds to 
be given to the fund raising for Patricia�s 
book. 
   Provide microphones and a P.A. system for 
the officers to use during the annual meetings. 
   Raymond (Rick East) Thayer 
announced that he and his wife had been 
invited to represent the TFA on a cruise in 
Boston Harbor on the Constitution on one 
of several dates in July or August. 
   Al Morton thanked all those who helped 
organize and facilitate the annual meeting. 
He expressed special appreciation to Rick 
(East) and the Thayer Academy. 
   The suggested date for the next annual 
meeting was June 21, 1997. 
   A motion to adjourn by Jerry Thayer 
was seconded and passed. 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 3:58 P.M. EDT 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Raymond A. (Rick) Thayer 
Secretary/Treasurer, TFA 
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TFA PRESIDENT 
ALBERT THAYER MORTON 

 
   Driving on I-93 North, approaching 
Braintree and eagerly anticipating the TFA 
Annual Meeting, I felt like I was coming 
home. 
   Despite a few wrong turns, I found my way 
to the motel. While parking the car, Rick (TFA 
Secretary/Treasurer Raymond Alexander 
Thayer) suddenly appeared - I don�t know how 
he does that - and the week was off to a 
delightful start. 
   Prior to the large TFA meeting (54 signed 
the attendance log) on Saturday, board 
members met during the week in small, 
intense huddles to take care of a number of 
small details in advance. Decisions were made 
concerning major issues, such as the future 
direction of TFA. The board of directors met 
on Friday evening to finalize the results of 
these meetings. 
   My primary focus this year will be on 
recruiting new members and fund raising. 
Remember that Patricia Muno, our 
Historian/Genealogist, will begin the huge 
process of indexing her work at the end of the 
year. This is one of the last steps in the process 
of publishing the multi-volume 
�Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America.� These books are the 
product of half a lifetime of work by Patricia, 
and will be the most carefully and 
meticulously researched, up to date books ever 
published on the Thayer Family Genealogy. 
   The project is just one of many that 
enthusiastic TFA members are working their 
hearts on. To meet our goals of increased 
membership and expanded fund raising efforts 
in order to help Patricia complete the book, 
we�ll need all the volunteers we can get. If you 
are interested in joining this group of delightful 
people, let me know. You will be surprised at 
how much fun it can be. 
   Between meetings and business 
discussions, I made tome to prowl around 
Braintree. I visited the Thayer Public 
Library, the Sylvanus Thayer House, and 
the campus of the Thayer Academy. In a 
couple of cemeteries, I visited several of my 
ancestors. Braintree and Thayer history is 
woven together. Our shared past was 
palpable and moving. 
 
   At the general meeting it was suggested 
that plans be made for a trip to Thornbury 
next year. We hope to fly from Boston�s 
Logan airport on Sunday (6/22/97) after our 
TFA Annual Meeting, and spend a week 
touring Thornbury. Please let me know if 
you would be interested in joining us. 
  

   I am very pleased to have been elected 
President of the Thayer Families 
Association at this exciting time. It is an 
honor, and I thank you very much. 
 
With Regards from Al 
 

ELECTION RESULTS 
 

   The following is a summary of election 
results at the Annual TFA meeting: 
 

PRESIDENT 
 

Albert Thayer Morton 
115 Willow Pond Way 

Penfield, NY 14526-2621 
E-mail AlMorton80@AOL.com 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

 
Malcolm C. Walker 
260-A Franklin St. 

Braintree, MA 02184-5537 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 

Raymond Alexander Thayer 
39 Newbury Ave. 

North Quincy, MA 02171-1601 
E-mail RickEast@AOL.com 

 
DIRECTORS 

 
Jackelyn Thayer Culp 
7225 S. Newport Way 

Englewood, CO 80112-1615 
E-mail Jetculp@AOL.com 

 
Marilyn Munn Strand 

11280 W 20th Ave. #24 
Lakewood, CO 80215-1264 

E-mail MMStrand@AOL.com 
 

James Burdett Thayer 
13955 SW Butner Rd. 

Beaverton, OR 97006-5977 
 

Richard Allen Thayer 
2885 John Carlson Rd. 

Bremerton, WA 98311-4003 
E-mail RickThayer@AOL.com 

 
David Manville Thayer 
16N690 Sumpter Dr. 

Dundee, IL 60118-1743 
E-mail N7676@AOL.com 

 
Richard Leon Thayer 

844 Lewis Ave. 
Billings, MT 59101-5844 

E-mail ThayerMT@AOL.com 
 

Those remaining in the position listed are: 
 

HISTORIAN/GENEALOGIST 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 S.W. 161 Place 

Beaverton, OR 97007-6336 
E-mail TricaMuno@AOL.com 

 
CONSULTANT 
H. Hobart Holly 

106 Oak St. 
Braintree, MA 02184-4510 

 
EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
The Thayer Quarterly 
Richard Allen Thayer 

2885 John Carlson RD. 
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003 

E-mail RickThayer@AOL.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
Paul Goodwin Thayer 

210 Edgewood Rd. 
Staunton, VA 24401-3417 

 
RECRUITING CHAIRMAN 

David Manville Thayer 
16N690 Sumpter Dr. 

Dundee, IL 60118-1743 
E-mail N7676@AOL.com 

 
FUNDRAISING CHAIRMAN 

James Burdett Thayer 
13955 SW Butner Rd. 

Beaverton, OR 97006-5977 
 

INTERNET CHAIRMAN 
Rodney Lee Thayer 
PSC 473 Box 1837 

FPO, AP 96347-0473 
E-mail Rthayer564@AOL.com 

 
TFA PHOTOGRAPHER 

Robert William Thayer 
1194 Parkwood Blvd. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
Phone 518-393-0292 

 
SPECIAL THANKS TO OUTGOING: 

 
President: Wil Thayer 
Vice President: James Burdett Thayer 
Director: Howard Saville Thayer 
Director: Rev. Paul W. Hutchins  
Director: Robert Alden Thayer 
Director: Albert Thayer Morton 
Director: Edwin R. Johnson 
Director: Paul Goodwin Thayer 
 
   Special thanks also to Raymond Alexander 
(Rick) Thayer, TFA Secretary/Treasurer for 
his hard work to get non-profit status for TFA 
for his continued work to get tax-exempt 
status. 
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Reg Thayer, Patriot 
By 

Patricia O�Sullivan 
 

   TFA member, Reginald11 Holden Thayer Jr. 
was born on 29 July 1921 in Yonkers, 
Worcester Co., New York Reginald10 Holden 
Thayer Sr. Reg, as he likes be called, is an 11th 
generation Thayer being descended from the 
immigrant Richard b. 1601. (Reg�s line is as 
follows: Stephen Howard9, Stephen Howard8, 
Stephen7, Josiah6, Josiah5, Nathaniel4, 
Nathaniel3, Richard2, Richard1.) 
   Reg attended public schools in Yonkers, and 
says his early years were uneventful. He 
claims to have been a mediocre student and a 
mediocre athlete. However, Reg has related 
one pretty remarkable story from his childhood 
to Tricia Muno, TFA�s Genealogist/Historian, 
regarding his christening. He says, ��I 
remember the event, though I was only 3 
years, 4 months and 16 days old! I remember 
that the minister splashed water on my face.� 
   Although Reg is a very modest man, his 
early years were not completely without 
distinction. He was selected captain of the 
heavyweight varsity crew during his time at 
Columbia University. He also won the 
prestigious Class of 1901 Cup Award for 
the Most Valuable Varsity Oarsman. So, 
even though the Reg claims no fame in the 
academic department, he certainly 
distinguished himself athletically. 
   Reg began his studies at Columbia in 1939 
with World War II looming on the horizon, 
Like many other young men of the day, Reg 
was fascinated by the sight of airplanes and 
the idea of flight. �All those airplanes, they 
were a beautiful sight to see�. Reg explained 
to a reporter of Our Town, a local 
newspaper in Palisades, New York in May 
of 1995. Reg�s father, Reginald Holden Sr., 
a World War I veteran, had instilled in his 
son a sense of patriotism at an early age. 
And, so, when the news of Pearl Harbor 
reached the young student, as it do so many 
young men that fateful day, December 7th, 
1941, Reg knew what he had to do. On 
Monday, December 8th 1941, Reg applied 
for and received a leave of absence from 
Columbia. He put his studies on hold and 
enlisted as an aviation cadet for pilot 
training with the Army Air Force.  
   Reg immediately began a pilot training 
course, but washed out. So he ended up in 
bombardiers� school. Reg explained, �Most 
guys thought they should be pilots, and most 
bombardiers were fellows who didn�t make 
it as pilots. It really made me mad at the 
time, but I can understand it now. It was a 
matter of expediting. They could teach other 

guys to fly quicker than they could teach 
me.� Bombardiers� school was an 18 week 
course, but because crews were so 
desperately needed, the class was shortened 
to 11 weeks of classroom and in-flight 
instruction. Reg graduated bombardier 
school in December, 1942, receiving his 
bombardier wings and a lieutenant�s 
commission. 
   Following bombardier school, training 
continued for the next eight months, while the 
war raged on Reg was assigned to a B17 
Flying Fortress bomber crew, and trained in 
California, Texas, and Wyoming. It was 
during this time that Reg learned everything 
there was to learn about one of the loves of his 
life: the Boeing B 17 bomber. He considers it, 
�the best plane ever built. A plane in which 
time and again struggled home with severe 
battle damage, sometimes with only of it�s 
four engines functioning.� 
   In May 1943, Reg and his crew flew to 
North Africa, ready, willing and able. By June 
Reg was assigned to the 414th Bomber 
Squadron of the 97th Bomb Group based in 
North Africa. 
   On June 25th 1943, Reginald Thayer flew on 
his first combat bombing mission as a turret 
gunner, and received his first taste of what war 
was really like. He faced planes such as the 
Messerschmitt and the Fockewulf. Reg recalls, 
�The fighters were in front of us for perhaps a 
second-they whizzed by. As nose gunner I 
fired at them and saw my bullets bounce off a 
couple of times, but they were harder than hell 
to hit.� In addition to the assignment of nose 
gunner on that first mission, Reg was also the 
bombardier, and was responsible for lining up 
and dropping the bombs, which he did. But, 
soon his plane began to fall behind. �There 
was nothing worse than being a straggler. If 
you were a straggler, the German fighters 
would always come back and pick you off. We 
couldn�t figure out why we were falling, when 
all of a sudden one of my other crew members 
yelled, �Reg, you left the bomb bay doors 
open� Boy was that embarrassing. I felt like a 
dope. I had been trained hour after hour, the 
first thing you do after the bombs go away, 
you close the bomb bay doors because the drag 
slows you down.� Such was Reg�s first 
mission against Messina, Sicily. 
   On his sixth mission, and the first to attack 
Rome, Reg and his bomber group were led 
by none other than the hero of the first 
American bombing mission against Japan, 
General Jimmy Doolittle. General Doolittle 
explained that under no circumstances were 
any of the Vatican buildings to be damaged 
in any way. To insure this, the General 
��gave us special photos with all the 

Vatican building and religious building 
outlined in white. �Five hundred bombers 
came over Rome that day, and only one 
bomb hit a church.� Reg remembers 
General Doolittle as a great guy who 
immediately out everyone at ease and, 
��inspired confidence in his ability to lead 
a successful mission.� 
   At the time, from North Africa, a B 17 
bomber crew was expected to fly 50 
missions and then go home. Undaunted, 
Reg was equal to the task, flying all of his 
missions in 1943 over Italy, Sicily, France, 
Germany, Austria, and Greece, and rising to 
the rank of first lieutenant in the process. 
   With 50 missions under his belt, Reg 
returned to the United States and his new 
assignment at the bombardier instructors� 
school in Midland, Texas. Believing 
profoundly that he was not destined to be 
killed in the war, and was also believing that 
his duty was to fight the enemy, not train 
new bombardiers, Reg took a risk. He wrote 
to General Henry Arnold, head of the Army 
Air Force, in April of 1944 explaining, �I 
realize that the lack of formality and the 
absence of military procedure in my 
handling of this manner may be cause for 
disciplinary action. However, I am ready to 
accept any consequences because I am 
trying to achieve something (Reg wanted to 
get back into the war), which besides 
meaning a great deal to me, I believe could 
help the war effort.� 
   General Arnold replied, �Dear Thayer: It 
is contemplated that you will be assigned to 
the type of duty you wish on or about June 
1, 1944. Your combat record as a 
bombardier is in indeed an outstanding one, 
and your desire to see further action is an 
example of the patriotism and zeal which is 
typical of Army Air Force personnel.� 
   D Day came and went when it was learned 
that Reg�s orders for England had been lost. 
By August, lost orders in hand, Reg was 
back in the war, this time stationed in 
England with the 368th Bomber Squadron of 
the 306th Bomb Group. With his new 
squadron he flew an unbelievably 29 more 
missions, bring his grand total to 79. By 
April 1945, Reg had been promoted to the 
rank of Captain and flew home in May as 
the European war ended. 
   In September 1945, Reg returned to 
Columbia University and his liberal arts 
studies, this time a better academic student. 
He earned his Bachelors of Arts degree in 
1947. But his military career had not ended 
yet. Reg was once more called to active duty 



5 

by the Air Force during the Korean conflict 
as an instructor for bombardiers and 
navigators, and once more Reg answered 
the call of his country. During his time state-
side during World War II, Reg met Dorothy 
�Dossi� Burton Eilers on a blind date. With 
79 combat bombing missions, a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree, and a new job in the insurance 
business to his credit, Reg and Dossi were 
married on October 29th 1948. The new 
couple gave birth to two daughters: Karen 
Holden Thayer b. 12 Feb 1952, and Nina 
Dudley Thayer b. 21 Jul 1954. Both 
daughters are now married and Reg and 
Dossi have two grandchildren. 
   Reg worked for many years as a broker in 
the insurance industry, mostly with Marsh 
& Melennan, Inc., the world�s largest 
insurance broker. He eventually rose in rank 
there as well, retiring as a vice president in 
1986. 
   Since retiring, Reg has extended his 
patriotism to include an interest in civic 
affairs. In 1990 he was deputy supervisor of 
the town of Orangetown of which his home 
town of Palisades is a part of. Reg also 
enjoys reading about his favorite subjects, 
history and aviation. To satisfy the athlete in 
him, Reg enjoys skiing. Reg and Dossi 
enjoy traveling together as, and when they 
come home, they get great joy from 
grandparenting. 
   Last year when interviewed by Peter W. 
Sluys of Our Town, Mr. Sluys noticed 
something amiss after discussing with Reg 
his numerous medals. Reg told him, �I was 
supposed to be put in for the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, but I never got it. My 
commanding officer said that he had 
recommended me for the award, but I 
suppose at the end of the war people were 
more worried about getting home than 
making sure that soldiers and airmen got 
what was due them.� Being the modest man 
he is, Reg had never pressed the claim. 
   Mr. Sluys, with the approval of his 
publisher, Arthur R. Aldrich, put together 
the story printed in Our Town and Reg�s 
service record and sent them to Jerry 
Donnellan, head of the Veterans Service 
Agency in Rockland Co., New York. What 
happened nest is the familiar story of 
government red tape. Nothing happened for 
months. After 11 months of no progress Our 
Town contacted Congressman Benjamin 
Gilman, who served himself with the 19th 
bomb group and had flown 35 missions over 
Japan. Gilman had received the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, so was in the 

Reginald Holden Thayer Jr. is presented the 
Distinguished Flying Cross by Brigadier General Robert 
Winzinger as wife Dossi proudly looks on. 
 
position to understand the plight after 
reviewing Reg�s service record he was 
quoted as saying, �The minute I saw Reg 
Thayer�s record, it was clear beyond 
question that his commanding officer was 
correct in recommending his for the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.� So, now Reg 
had a congressman in his corner. 
   Brigadier General Robert Winzinger soon 
got in line, and events happened quickly 
from there. Fifty one years after Reg flew 
his 79th combat mission, on 7 June 1996 he 
was finally and at long last, awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross in the presence 
of his wife, Dossi, his grandson, David 
Reina, and the many persistent people that 
had seen to it that Reg got what was long 
over due him. Brigadier General Winzinger 
told Reg and the others in attendance, �It 
gives me a great deal of pleasure to present 
to you the Distinguished Flying Cross, an 
award which is clearly merited by the 
bravery and heroism you clearly exhibited 
during the 79 missions you flew during the 
Second World War.�    
   He continued, �When I was growing up in 
Levittown, I lived in a neighborhood where 
I was surrounded by returning World War II 
veterans. I grew up on stories of their 
heroism and their sacrifices, and there can 
be no greater pleasure for me today than to 
recognize a veteran of the Second World 
War who has earned with the most 
conspicuous gallantry this award. Though it 
has been delayed unfairly for 51 years, you 
now have the pleasure of having your 
grandson and your wife see you receive the 

award, something that wouldn�t have been 
the case had you received it in 1943.� 
   On a final note, when asked about killing 
by Peter Sluys of Our Town, Rag had this 
comment, �The bombs I dropped probably 
killed thousands of people� but a visit to 
the Holocaust Museum confirmed my 
already strong belief that we did was 
something we had to do.� And what is 
Reg�s �life lesson� to us? �Treat others as 
you believe you should be treated.� What a 
guy! 
   If the reader ever has occasion to visit the 
U.S. Military Academy Museum at West 
Point, look for Reg�s contribution. His 
World War II leather flying jacket is on 
display there.  
   Fifty one years late, but to you Reg: On 
behalf of Thayers everywhere, we 
congratulate you and than you for the 
freedoms we have because of you and your 
kind. You are the embodiment of a true 
patriot. 
 

CREDITS: 
HIGH HONOR; 1989; by Stuart Leathner and 
Oliver Jensen; the Smithsonian Institute Press. 
 
Our Town; May 17, 1995 and Jun 12, 1996; Peter 
W. Sluys; pub. Arthur R. Aldrich. 
 
   Special thanks to Tricia Muno for the story 
idea, and supplying some of the material. 
    
   Extra special thanks to Reg Thayer, who 
graciously answered my questions and 
supplied much of the material. 
 
   Congratulations Reg! Thank you for sharing 
this important story with us. 
   Thank you Patricia O�Sullivan for this well 
written story.    Ed. 
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A Civil War Thayer Descendant 
at Andersonville Prison 

By 
Carol Peterson Verbeek 

 
Avid Civil War  fans will recall the 
compelling story of the Andersonville 
Prison which appeared in a mini-series on 
television a few years ago. This is a very 
military minded family, and there must have 
been many of our Thayer cousins who were 
also interested in this well-done depiction, 
entitled, �Andersonville.� It is doubtful, 
however, that many were aware that one of 
our own kin was a part of this historic 
tragedy. The following story, not intended 
to be read by the �faint of heart,� has been 
shared by our cousin, Carol Peterson 
Verbeek, great granddaughter of the subject 
of this sketch. 
   John Wales January was born in Clinton, 
Ohio on 29 Nov 1845, the son of Fanny 
Tileston7 Thayer (Caleb6, Reuben5, Joseph4, 
Epgraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) and her 
second husband, Samuel January. As a 
young man John moved to Minonk, IL, 
where he resided until the fall of 1862 when, 
as an under-aged teenager, he enlisted in the 
14th Illinois Cavalry. He served in Company 
B until he was captured on Stoneman�s raid 
in July 1864 �on retreat from Macon, GA.� 
   After having ridden for several days 
without a rest, John and his Yankee 
comrades were stripped of their belongs by 
the unscrupulous Rebel captors who 
delighted in the spoils of war. One of the 
rebels decided he wanted John�s cavalry cap 
and declared if he did not give it to him he 
would kill him for it. The brave young 
soldier replied �If you want that cap you can 
have it, but I�ll not reach it to you.� The 
captor reached up and snatched the cap and 
left the young man alive to face his doom. 
Had John known what to anticipate, perhaps 
he would have embraced the Rebel�s bullet! 
   �I was taken with others by six rebels to 
Andersonville Prison. In a few months we 
were moved from there and taken to 
Florence, SC.� January states. �On or about 
Feb. 15th, I was stricken with an attack of 
swamp fever and for three weeks I was in a 
delirious condition. The fever abated and 
reason returned. I soon learned from the 
surgeon, after a hasty examination, that I 
was a victim of scurvy and gangrene and 
was removed to the gangrene hospital. My 
feet and ankles, six inches above the joints, 
presented a lifeless appearance and soon the 
flesh began to slough off. The surgeon said 
with a brutal oath that I would soon die. But 

John W. January 3 months after his release in 1865. 
Weight 45 pounds. Photo courtesy Carol Verbeek. 
 
I was determined to live and begged him to 
cut off my feet. He still refused and 
knowing I could not live in that condition, I 
asked the Chaplain to cut my feet off and to 
him I owe my life. He secured an old pocket 
knife (I still have it in my possession) and I 
cut through decaying flesh and severed the 
tendons. The feet were unjointed leaving the 
bones protruding without covering of flesh 
for five inches.� 
   From writings in the Prison Pen 
Andersonville and Other Southern Prisons, 
we learn that at the time the Southern 
Confederacy was falling apart and the final 
surrender was eminent, all the prisoners who 
were able to walk to the train, were ordered 
to leave �for parts unknown to them. 
Consequently, Mr. January was left to his 
fate.� John had been blessed with a faithful 
companion who had stayed by his side 
administering to him. This thoughtful 
comrade did wish to see John cast into one 
of the trenches that was commonly used for 
mass burials and told his friend, �John I�ll 
dig your grave, leave water and what scanty 
food available for you, as your can�t live 
very long, and no use of my staying here to 
die with you.� With that said and done, John 
was left behind to die.  
   As though through some provident 
blessing. �the badly worn and wrecked 
railroads ran up against a washout and 
brought the entire bunch back to stay all 
night in their old dugouts where they had 
been through the winter.� The prisoners 
were certain this was another cruel ploy 
imposed by their captors, �but this time 
fortune smiled on them�� The next 
morning the commands were again given 
and every living man there was ordered to 

the train. With this new order, even those 
who could not walked were required to be 
carried to the train! The grave that was dug 
for John Wales January was never used. 
   John continues his story: �After the close 
of the war, I was taken by the Rebels to the 
lines at Wilmington, NC, in April 1865 and 
was weighed, learned that I had reduced 
from 165 pounds (my weight when 
captured) to 45 pounds. Everyone of the 
Union surgeons who saw me said I couldn�t 
live, but contrary to their belief, I did, and 
improved six weeks later. The bones of my 
right limb broke off at the end of the flesh. 
In another six weeks, the other had become 
necrotic and broke off similarly. One year 
after release, I was just able to sit up in bed 
and was discharged. Twelve years later the 
limbs had healed over. and strange to relate, 
no amputations had ever been performed 
except the one in the rebel prison with the 
old pocket knife. There is no record of any 
case in the world similar to mine.� 
   Many years later Dr. W. H. Bradley, a 
physician during the Civil war, who had 
recognized the name of John Wales January, 
contacted him and asked him if he was the 
same man who had amputated his own feet as 
a prisoner of war. Bradley added that 
�according to all known rules of medical 
science, that boy ought to have been dead 
twenty years ago.� Mr. January soon 
convinced Dr. Bradley that he was, indeed, the 
same man. By a special act of Congress, John 
was granted $100 a month pension for the 
remainder of his life. He was fitted with 
artificial limbs, married and raised six 
children. He died a natural death in 1905 at 
Dell Rapids, SD. 
 
   Special thanks to Patricia Thayer Muno 
for supplying genealogical material for this 
story and for encouraging Carol to submit 
it. Ed. 
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 IDENTIFYING THE DIRECTION 
OF THE TFA 

By  
Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   For over 20 years, it has been my dream 
that every Thayer who so desires, would 
know his or her correct lineage. We are 
privileged to be the representatives in 
bringing this record of our Thayer 
progenitors to fruition. Some of the 
individuals who shared this dream in the 
past and carried the torch were: 
 
Dr. Elisha Thayer (1835) 
Gen. Bezaleel Thayer (1874) 
The brothers Thomas and Luis Thayer-
Ojeda (1906) 
The late Ruth Thayer Ravenscroft (1946) 
Waldo Chamberlain Sprague (1949-1962) 
  
   Unfortunately these predecessors did not 
have all the necessary tools to accomplish 
the task. As time went on and the family 
grew and grew, the job became so 
monumental that it became all but 
impossible to complete.  
   The preservation and publication of our 
family records has a prominent place in the 
hearts and minds of our directors and 
members alike. Those of us who have 
joined together to make this project a reality, 
love this work. I am confident that we will 
be provided with all that will be required to 
accomplish the task as we devotedly d our 
part. May we each be blessed as we make 
our contributions to this great work, which 
we must accomplish in our day. 
   I speak for all the Association when I 
thank those who have given valuable 
contributions of time and service to carry 
this work forward. The gratitude extends to 
those who serve as Family Representatives 
and to many who have set aside personal 
interests and accepted the challenge to 
accelerate this work. The devotion, capacity 
and selfless service of those individuals is an 
inspiration to all members of the 
Association. We are grateful to the 
volunteers who move this mighty project 
forward throughout the country and abroad. 
Thank you for what you are doing so well. 
   The objective of our work is to unite the 
Thayer families and to preserve and make a 
record of our forefathers available to all 
Thayers so that our children, our 
grandchildren, and all our posterity might 
know of their sacrifices that we able to have 
the freedoms that we enjoy in this day, and 

that we will perpetuate the �Thayer 
Integrity.� 
   For generations, individuals had dreamed 
and talked about publishing an accurate and 
updated Thayer family genealogy. In 1991 we 
were ready to move from talking to taking 
action and doing something about it. With the 
help of our Vice President, James Burdett 
Thayer, and our consultant, H. Hobart Holly, 
and the late Philip Standish Thayer we were 
successful in forming the Thayer Families 
Association for the purpose of bringing this 
publication project to pass. We seek your 
assistance in accomplishing the task.    
   There is much Thayer history yet to be 
uncovered, but our time is running short. The 
project is going to take people who have a 
motive and who care enough to help pull 
together. In reality, the project requires 
individuals who are obsessed with genealogy 
and refuse to give up and say that there is 
nothing that they as individuals can do. There 
are very important reasons for each individual 
to be personally involved in this project. 
   Consider a single drop of water� Alone, 
it is harmless, but when combined with 
many other drops and forms a tidal wave, 
nothing can stand in it�s way. We can be 
like that! Together we have the power to 
publish the Thayer genealogy! 
   What I have attempted to do is to provide 
a clearing house, or an operational control 
center for the collection of Thayer 
genealogical data. I am not exempt from 
making mistakes, but I have been blessed 
with an insight and perception that has aided 
me in this work. 
 
   So what is next? On December 31st I will 
call an end to the acceptance of any new 
information to be included in the present 
planned publication. I will then commence 
the formatting of the massive multi-volume 
genealogy. This will consist of all who carry 
the Thayer surname from the time of the 
immigrant ancestors� arrival in America to 
at least 1920, and to the present generation 
for those individuals who have contributed 
their current family information. 
   The genealogy will include the source 
documentation, biographies and photos as 
shared by descendants. The Thayer Families 
Association will subsidize the cost of 
production. It is doubtful that this will be 
done by the generosity of ONE person. 
Your help is greatly needed in the fund 
raisings process. Once the genealogy has 
been published and is placed in our homes 
and our libraries, the TFA may begin to 
think of additional projects such as a 

scholarship fund assisting young Thayer 
descendants in the pursuit of excellence and 
in recognition of our cherished heritage. 
   I wish I had the time to pay honor in detail 
to the many cousins who have worked so 
hard carrying forward this great work in 
the TFA. I praise each of you who have 
been dedicated, working with conviction, 
energy, enterprise, and leadership in 
moving this great organization forward. 
   I count it a special privilege to extend 
our appreciation in behalf of our cousins 
around the world, our gratitude for the 
work of Rick, Al, Rick, Paul, Dick. Dave, 
Jerry, Jackie, Marilynn, Lee and all my 
wonderful family representatives. Dear 
friends we thank you for all the vast good 
that you have done. May the memories of 
this service bring gladness to your hearts 
and added joy to your lives. Thank you 
for the opportunity of working closely 
with you in this important project. 
 

Historian�s report Summer 1996 
 
   What a productive and exciting week we 
all had in Braintree! Many thanks to all who 
made this such a rewarding experience for 
our attendees across the nation! 
Three new Family Representatives to 
announce: 

 
Joyce Erdman Thayer (Mrs. Clayton) 

500 Amanda Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70507 

 
Joyce will he representing the descendants 
of David Burgess Thayer (1822-1873) and 
wife Catherine Warren (1824-1895). His 
line is as follows: David B.8 Thayer, 
Sanford7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uriah4, 
Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1). 
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   Don will be representing the descendants 
of Eli Thayer (1831) and wife, Sybil 
Augusta Chamberlain (1836-1893). His line 
is as follows: Eli Thayer (Caleb7, Jeremiah6-

5, Ebenezer4, Isaac3, Ferdinand2, Thomas1). 

 
Donald Richard Davis and wife Arline 

 
Donald Richard Davis 

645 Washington Rd. 
Hinsdale, MA 01235 

 
Rev. Paul Hutchins will represent the line of 
George Nathaniel Thayer (1842-1917) and 
wife Elizabeth (Betsy) Meyers (1838- 1909) 

 
Rev. Paul W. Hutchins 

P.O. Box 498 
Walnut, IA 51577 

E-mail pwhutch®juno.com 
 
   Individuals having information to share 
on these lines are urged to coordinate 
searches with their representative. I am 
sure all of our members will be as 
surprised as I was to learn of an apparent 
whole new Thayer line! With the help of 
descendant, Robert Steen, it has been 
determined that �Benjamin Tayer� 
(presumed to have been born about 1650 
in England) was a later immigrant to the 
Newport, Rhode Island vicinity; probably 
in the late 1600�s! His estimate year of 
birth makes his age coetaneous with the 
grandchildren of the immigrants, Thomas 
and Richard, but that possibility has been 
eliminated. His 1713 will is mentioned in 
Austin�s Genealogical Dictionary of 
Rhode Island. Don states Ben was a 
cordwainer by profession, as were 
Thomas, Richard and Nathaniel. The fact 
that his surname was spelled �Tayer� in 
the early records makes one believe that he 

may be of the Thornbury group. More 
research is needed. I have eight generations 
of his descendants in my computer. Some 
were mistaken by General Bezaleel Thayer 
in his 1874 publication as belonging to other 
lines! (See family numbers 1333 and 1969). 
Please contact Bob if you have information 
to share: 

 
Robert C. Steen 
P.O. Box 1253 

Newport Beach, CA 92659-0253 
 

Finally, a genealogy for the descendants 
of Cicely! We have a partial solution to part 
of our problem of representing the lineages 
of the daughters of Thayers! An E-mail 
message alerted me to a genealogy in 
progress for the descendants of the 
immigrant, Cicely Thayer and husband 
James Davis. For more information from the 
Davis family, contact: 

 
Mark Kincaid Davis 
820 Indian Hill Drive 

Wadsworth, OH 44281-8535 
E-mail Mollard@AOL.com 

 
Projects for volunteers: 

   Someone is needed to extract the 1900 
through 1920 Thayer death records from the 
Massachusetts State Registry of Vital 
Records office on Atlantic Avenue in 
Boston. I will provide sequentially and 
chronological forms already made up for 
this project and TFA will reimburse for the 
$3.00 an hour charge for use of the facilities 
if someone is willing to do this for us! 
   Many volunteers are needed in the area of 
recruiting! We are seeking individuals in all 
states who are willing to send out letters of 
invitation to Thayers informing them of our 
existence. It was determined at the meeting 
that the TFA will reimburse the sender for 
cost of postage for this project. Also, pre-
printed address labels can be made 
available. There are about 7,000 Thayer 
families in America with only half a dozen 
people in the association trying to reach 
them all! Please volunteer in this area if you 
are able to. Contact our Recruiting 
chairman: David Manville Thayer, or 
contact our membership chairman: Paul 
Goodwin Thayer, (see addresses on page 3). 
   Our TFA photographer, Robert William 
Thayer, has asked that we emphasize that 
there is NO CHARGE for his copying of 
Thayer photos for the �Comprehensive...� 
publication. In order to enlarge this 
project, we will extend the year of photos 

to those taken prior to 1920 (as opposed 
to pre-1900). Please contact Bob soon to 
take advantage of his generous offer: 
 

Robert William Thayer 
1194 Parkwood Blvd. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 

(518) 393-0929 
 

LETTERS 
 
   Alan Rideout of Stoughton, MA writes: �I 
Think it might be a nice time for all of the 
Thayers that might know of this, to take a 
moment to honor the memory of Thomas(1)  

(Thayer), and to thank him for the courage 
and spirit it must have taken him at his age 
at that time... (or in any age) to leave all that 
was familiar and forge a new life in a new 
land. In the 400 years from Elizabeth I to 
Elizabeth II there are thousands of lives and 
life stories, that owe a lot to his decision.� 
 
   Eleanor Hilbert of Cedar Falls, IA writes: 
�The letter from Isaac Thayer in the Spring 
1996 issue of The Thayer Quarterly has 
helped to confirm my lineage back to 
Richard(1) Thayer. I could not believe my 
eyes when I started to read this letter that 
was submitted by Richard Leon Thayer of 
Billings, MT! I descend from Isaac and 
Rachel Sawin Thayer through their 
daughter, Vashti (Who) married Ephraim 
Hint Hunt in 1790�� 
Looking forward to a productive Autumn, 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 

CORRECTIONS 
Spring 1996, page 4, Thayer Aviator article: 
the subject of the article was mistakenly 
identified as Paul E. Thayer. His correct 
name is William Paul Thayer and he 
sometimes goes by the name W. Paul 
Thayer. 
   Correction: Civil War soldier, Eli 
Thayer�s father, Caleb Thayer, married first 
to Susanna Marble and 2nd to Lydia 
(_____). Caleb was a son of the second 
marriage and was born in 1778 and NOT 
�1810� as published in column 1, page 4 of 
Spring 96 TQ issue. Thanks to Don Davis 
for his help in correcting this discrepancy. 
   Newly found Civil War soldier: Edwin 
Burton Thayer, born 1840 in Randolph, VT, 
son of Isaac Chauncey Thayer and Emeline 
Rebecca Chandler. Edwin married Helen 
Martha Shattuck. He serve in the 17th 
Vermont Infantry. 
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Rufus Thayer, Pioneer 
by 

Patricia O�Sullivan 
 
   In the early 1800�s, the state of Michigan 
was a vast forest of hardwood and Pine. 
Before 1816 there were no white settlers. 
Except for an occasional white trapper or 
hunter, this land was inhabited by grizzly 
bears, wolves, small game and a few 
Potowatomis Indians, Who gradually 
disappeared as the settlers filtered into the 
area. 
   With the passage by congress in 1820, of 
an act which allowed for the sale of land in 
parcels of less than 80 acres, the brave 
pioneers, in search of fertile land and their 
�fortunes in the west�, began to explore the 
interior of Michigan�s lower peninsula. 
Many came from New York, and travel was 
hard. Before 1825 and the opening of the 
Erie Canal, passage to Detroit was made by 
ox cart as far as Buffalo, New York. From 
Buffalo, the settlers loaded all of their 
worldly possessions on canal boats for the 
journey across the length of Lake Erie - a 
distance of approximately 200 miles! - to 
the mouth of the Detroit River (really a 
strait), then north to Detroit. (Detroit was 
first established in 1701 by Cadillac as a fort 
and trading post. It was incorporated in 
1815 and, at that time boasted a population 
of 1650.) Upon reaching Detroit, the women 
and children were left behind while the men 
forged ahead into the wilderness west of 
Detroit in search of their ideal farm land. 
   In 1825, such land was found about 
twenty eight miles west of Detroit by our 
ancestor, Rufus6 Thayer b. 1799 in 
Londonderry Vermont, in what is now 
called Salem Township. (Salem is located 
just west of Plymouth which is located in 
Wayne Co., and in 1826 Salem became 
located just across the county line in 
Washtenaw Co. when Wayne Co was split) 
[Rufus� line is as follows: Rufus5; Elijah4; 
William3; William2; Nathaniel1.] Rufus 
�located� ( the old term used for �bought� ) 
the first land in Salem Township in 
September of 1825. His land was located at 
the southwest corner of what is now the 
intersection of Six Mile and Napier Roads. 
He also located land in western Wayne Co. 
where the Thayer School and Thayer 
Cemetery were later established. 
   On 19 October 1827, with his farm firmly 
established, Rufus married Hersilora Eliza 
Utley, b. 1806 in Landgrove, Bennington, 
Vermont. Eliza�s, as she was called, parents 

were also among the very early settlers in 
the area. Rufus and Eliza had nine children, 
seven of whom survived their parents. They 
were members of the Congregational 
Church, and were described as deeply 
religious and pious people. Mr. and Mrs. 
Thayer were true pioneers in every sense, 
who, �...by their industry and self-denial, 
�toiled in summer�s heat and winter�s cold, 
foregoing many hardships to the end that 
their children might reap the reward of their 
toil in better homes, better schools, better 
education, and all the betterments which 
follow the wake of progressive civilization.� 

 
Hiram B. Thayer (1832-1902) 

 
   In 1840 Rufus built a new, spacious farm 
house in order to accommodate his ever 
growing family. Of the nine children, three 
sons and four daughters survived childhood. 
The three sons were: Hiram B. b. 1832, d. 
1902. Hiram married Almira J. Wheeler in 
1855, and remained on the farm of his 
parents until his death. The second son was 
William U. who lived in Chicago and was in 
the insurance business. The third son was 
Rufus H., and lie was an attorney who 
resided in Washington D.C. The daughters 
were: Maria P. who married George 
Wheeler, a merchant of Salem; Sally E. who 
married Joseph Rider of Ypsilanti; Jennie b. 
1843, d. 1916, who married George Scott 
VanSickle of Salem; and Carrie, who lived 
with her mother and brother Hiram. No 
marriage record is found for Carrie. The two 
children who died young were George b. 
1836, d. 1838; and Lydia, b. 1847, d. 1858.  
   A few lines on son, Hiram are appropriate 
here. Hiram was very active in his 
community, and was known as a man of 

integrity, lie faithfully filled the office of 
Wayne County Clerk from 1875 to 1876, 
and served two years as County Auditor 
from 1877 to 1879. He held the office of 
Supervisor of the Township of Plymouth for 
the years beginning in 1866, and again for 
one year in 1882. He also served as Justice 
of the Peace for many of these years. At his 
death, one local newspaper said of him, �He 
had been loyal to every trust imposed on 
him, and in his declining years enjoyed the 
manifest reward of his neighbors, as well as 
being surrounded by all the comforts of life, 
and the care of children and grandchildren, 
and the thoughts of a well spent life.� Hiram 
had snow white hair with a full heard, His 
face was roundish with full eye brows and 
kind eyes, light in color. Hiram and Almira 
had three known children. They were Will 
W. of Detroit; Elizabeth (Thayer) Haskel of 
Ludington, Michigan; and Rufus of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
 

The Thayer School 
    
   The original property on which the Thayer 
School still stands, belonged to Rufus Thayer. 
In 1874-1875 the original flame school was 
torn down and a one-room brick building was 
erected in it�s place in 1877. If one pictures the 
school room scenes depicted in the old 
television series Little House on the Prairie, 
one would have a fair picture of the Thayer 
School classroom. It contained an old potbelly 
stove placed in the center of the room. The 
desks, with ink wells, were arranged around 
tile stove so that students would be warm 
during the cold Michigan winters. The 
teacher�s desk was on a raised platform at time 
front of the class. We have all heard that 
Chicago is the �windy city�. Well, the wind 
doesn�t just stop at Lake Michigan During the 
sometimes harsh Michigan winters, the wind 
howls across the lower peninsula from the 
west. For this reason the western entrance was 
never used, and instead students came and 
went through the eastern entrance. There was a 
belfry over the entrance which contained the  

 
Thayer School circa 1927 
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bell that called children to class each day. 
Water was carried from a nearby farm, 
while students enjoyed separate facilities. 
The girl�s facilities were on the southeast 
corner the wood shed in the rear of the 
school, and the boy�s were on the northwest 
side. Long, narrow windows were abundant, 
and equipped with shades that could be 
raised and lowered. Light fixtures hung on 
chains from the high ceiling, and until 
electricity was installed in 1927, small 
reflectors were used to intensify the dim 
light sources. An average of 30 pupils 
attended classes yearly, and during recess 
there was a swing set on the western side of 
the building for their amusement. 

The school was eventually sold to the 
Waterman family, who turned it into a 
private residence. It passed through 
several owners, and is� still being lovingly 
care for amid lived in today. 

 
Photo courtesy Bessie M. Green 

 
Adjoining the property� on which the 
Thayer School stands, is located Thayer 
Cemetery. This property is just across the 
Wayne County line at Six Mile and Napier 
Roads. This cemetery is still in existence 
today, and Rufus Thayer, for whom it is 
named can be found buried there. Also 
buried on the grounds are his parents, Rufus 
and Seraphina, as well as, his wife, Eliza 
and their two children who died young. Also 
in is section are Jennie (Thayer) VanSickle 
and her husband, George. All of these 
graves are located on the south side of 
Napier Road. In the presumably newer 
section on the North side of Napier Road, 
are located Hiram B., and his wile, Almira 
(Wheeler) Thayer. Many others of the early 
pioneers of Salem and the surrounding area, 
are also buried in this old cemetery, in 
Northville Township. 
   One more interesting point regarding the 
Thayers and the area merits mention here. 

Although facts remain obscure, due to the 
very secretive nature of the operation, Salem 
was an alternative route of the Underground 
Railroad during the Civil War. Because 
slave hunters roamed the area in force, 
alternative routes between Ann Arbor and 
Detroit (Detroit being a major point from 
which slaves entered Canada and freedom) 
had to be devised. The route through Salem 
was one of these. The Thayer family was 
among the more educated and religious of 
families in Salem during the pre-Civil War 
era. Legend has it that many of the Thayer 
family members were associated with the 
risky business of the Underground Railroad 
movement. 
 

AUTHOR�S NOTE: 
 
Confusion may arise for the reader 
concerning which county - Wayne or 
Washtenaw - the property in fact lies in. 
Rufus Thayer, in fact, on 5 different 
occasions between tire years of 1825 and 
1839, purchased parcels of land. In 1826, 
Wayne County was split, a portion of it 
becoming Washtenaw County. Rufus� first 
purchases were originally in Wayne Co, but 
later became part of Washtenaw Co. 
 

CREDITS: 
Special thanks to Mrs. Bessie M. Green of 
Conneaut, Ohio for her research on this family, 
and for bringing it to our attention and sharing it 
with us. 
Also, thank you to Patricia Thayer Muno for 
supplying the lineage of Rufus. 
 

George Sewall Boutwell 
Submitted by 

Richard Leon Thayer, Billings, MT 
 
George Sewall Boutwell (1818-1905) 
married Sarah Adelia Thayer (b. 1813) on 
July 8, 1841. They had two children: 
Georgiana A. Boutwell and Francis Maria 
Boutwell. Sarah Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Sarah7, Nathan6, Elijah5, 
Ichabod4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
   George Sewall Boutwell was a 
prominent statesman of his time: 

• Attorney 
• Senator from Massachusetts (two 

terms) 
• Governor of Massachusetts 
• First Commissioner of Internal 

Revenue 1862-1863 
• Secretary of U.S. Treasury 

(1869-1873) under President U. 
S. Grant. 

 
George Sewall Boutwell 1818-1905 

 
ODDS AND ENDS 

Judith L. Young-Thayer of Hampton, VA 
writes: 
   Jerry and a recommend a book/ reference for 
anyone interested in Sudbury ( and by 
extension, Marlboro, Brookfield, Etc.) It is: 
PURITAN VILLAGE, The Formation of a New 
England Town, by Sumner Chilton Powell, 
1963, Wesleyan UnivPress, Middleton, CT. It 
is a Pulitzer Prize for History winner. Powell 
takes many of the Sudbury family lines back 
into England. It has become a virtual �bible� 
for Jerry�s and my research. It may still be 
available; Jerry and I bought a copy of the 
1982, fifth printing, which was about $9. It 
may also be available on inter-library loan. 
 
   Also, Dr. Connie (Johnson) Thayer 
(clntthayer@AOL.com) has found that A 
History of Southborough Massachusetts by 
Richard E. Noble, is a great New England 
(research) source. 
 
   Dick Crebs (dick744@AOL.com) of 
Sarasota, FL reports on a project know as 
Roots Surname List (RSL). There is a long-
standing project called RSL that is now very 
easy to use, thanks to an on-line search 
computer. It is used by sending Email to: 
server@emcee.com. in the subject block of the 
E-mail enter �find rsl thayer� (or any other 
name). You will get back an E-mail with a list 
of people who are searching that name. They 
are identified by a �tag-id�. You will see what 
time span and other things they state as being 
their interest in a surname. Instructions come 
with the first E-mail response. 

Thanks 
Judy! 
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THAYER, A. H.   1854 MA Rosa (_____) 
THAYER, Abraham  1800 CT Anna P. ELDREDGE 
THAYER. Albert  1849 NY Mary HARDING 
THAYER, Allen E.   1867 CT Cora (_____) 
THAYER, Alvin  1815 CT Louisa HARRINGTON 
THAYER, Andrew J.  1851 NY Mary J. (_____) 
THAYER, Andrew P.  1837 CT Kate C. (_____) 
THAYER, Arthur S.  1862 CT Anna M. GLISMANN 
      Grace M. (_____) 
THAYER, Benjamin B. 1837 NY Julia A. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1824 CT Anne COURTLAND 
THAYER, Charles  1802 CT Emily A. JUDD 
THAYER, Charles  1888 CT Marie J. (_____) 
TIIAYER, Charles A.  1860 VT Nella L. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles Baldwin 1851 NY Margaret (_____) 
THAYER, Charles Baldwin 1838 CT Clara MOREDOCK 
THAYER, Charles F.  1882 CT Sadie B. (_____)  
THAYER, Charles W. 1856 CT Laura V. (_____) 
THAYER, Christian  1893 CT Lillian (_____) 
THAYER, Christopher  1883 CT Martha (_____) 
THAYER, Delbert G.  1874 CT Lena (_____) 
THAYER, Edgar W.  1854 MA Mary Louise Bullene HEPP 
THAYER, Edward  1845 MA Annie (_____) 
THAYER, Edward D.  1862 CT Marietta SLADE 
THAYER, Edward T. /S. 1845 MA Harriet B. (_____) 
THAYER, Edwin B.  1891 CT Alice E. (_____) 
THAYER, Edwin P.  1851 CT Sarah (_____) 
THAYER, Elisha  1803 CT Lucia BALCH 
THAYER, Elton C.  1860 NY Sarah J. (_____) 
THAYER, Emmerson  1852 ME Mariah (_____) 
THAYER, Ernest A.  1885 CT Ellen C. (_____) 
THAYER, Everett E.  1875 CT Margaret I. (_____) 
TIIAYER, Francis  1891 MA Hazel D. (_____) 
THAYER, Frank  1885 CT Louise (_____) 
TIIAYER, Frank W.  1868 CT Jennie L. (_____) 
THAYER, Fred T.  1889 NY Olive (_____) 
THAYER, Frederick  1893 VT Sophia (_____) 
THAYER, George  1828 NY Jane STRICKLAND 
THAYER, George  1872 CT Nora (_____) 
THAYER, George  1846 NY Sarah (_____) 
THAYER, George E.  1885 ME Irene (_____) 
THAYER, George G.  1870 CT Julia A. (_____) 
THAYER, Harry G.  1888 IA Clara H. BARTLE 
THAYER, Harry M.  1859 MA Minnie or Marion E. (_____) 
THAYER, Henry  1815 CT Orra WRIGHT 
THAYER, Henry A.  1875 CT Caroline M. (_____) 
THAYER, Henry J.  1872 CT Florence A. STREETER 
THAYER, Hiram C.  1829 CT Betsey (_____) 
THAYER, Hudson J.  1892 CT Anna HAGGERTY 
THAYER, James  1836 CT Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER, James Norris 1926 WI Sylvia Lucille KITTELL 
THAYER, James W.  1868 NY Stella WATERS 
THAYER, James W.  1864 CT Alvina OTTE 
THAYER, James Warren 1864 ME Stella M. (_____) 
THAYER, Jason  1786 NH Tamor Ann MILLIMAN 
      Abigail ABBOTT 
THAYER, John  1871 MI Delia (_____) 
THAYER, John  1832 CT Mary J. (_____) 
THAYER, John H.  1842 CT Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER, Marian W.  1895 NC (_____) (_____) 
THAYER, Martin L.  1867 CT Cora E. (_____) 
THAYER, Merwin  1886 NY Estella FORD 
THAYER, Milo M.  1868 Can. Marion A. (_____) 
THAYER, Nathan P.  1836 RI Elizabeth F. (_____) 
THAYER, Nelson E.  1865 CT Maggie (_____) 
THAYER, Patrick  1840 Ire. Julia (_____) 
THAYER, Seneca  1810 CT Phebe MOREHOUSE 
THAYER, Wilbur J.  1876 VT Cora GOODENOUGH 
THAYER, William B.  1883 MO Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER, William T.  1877 PA Edith P. (_____) 
THAYER, Ziba  1796 CT Permelia (_____) 
  

UNPLACED THAYERS OF 
CONNECTICUT 

 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   The table at the right begins our list of 
unplaced Thayer heads of families who were 
born, married, died, or resided in the state of 
Connecticut. By unplaced we mean these 
Thayers are in my tiles but are not linked by 
relationship to one of the known immigrant 
ancestors. Each couple listed may have 
children who were omitted from this list for 
brevity. We need YOUR help finding the 
ancestors of these Thayers! If you can link just 
one of these couples to an ancestor you could 
help hundreds of descendants. If you have any 
information on a possible ancestor for these 
Thayers, please write me at my address listed 
on the last page. 
 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP 
 
   This newsletter contains an insert for 
ordering a gift membership to TFA. For 
only $15 you can give a special gift to a 
relative or loved one that could change their 
life. Many benefits can be gained by the 
study of one�s genealogy. Old relationships 
are renewed; family members are draw 
closer together and actually talk to one 
another! Your children will ask you stories 
about �the good old days.� 
   Please fill out the insert, which may be 
photocopied, and make checks payable to 
TFA. Mail your completed order form to: 

TFA 
P.O. Box 12 

Braintree, MA 02185-0012 
   The recipient of your gift will receive 
notice from TFA of you generosity in the 
form of a buff colored certificate, printed on 
card stock (see example on bottom of order 
form). 

BACK ISSUES 
 
   Incredibly, only three people have ordered 
back issues of The Thayer Quarterly. Don�t 
miss out on a single issue! You have seen 
the quality of our information and stories 
brought to you by our members. Remember 
Jack Thayer who survived the sinking of the 
S.S. Titanic (Spring 1994)? Remember the 
three masted schooner the C.A. Thayer 
which is still afloat today (Summer 1994)? 
Back issues are available for $2 to TFA 
members and $5 for non-members.     
   Back issues may be a photocopy and are 
available beginning with Spring 1994. Make 
checks payable to TFA and mail to the 
address above. 

NAME   BORN STATE SPOUSE 
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MARILYN THAYER 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

 
PERSONAL 

 
   Married to Stuart Thayer, a naval 
architect, and is the mother of two. 
   Educated in New Orleans public 
schools. American Institute of Banking in 
Boston, Mass., and is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Politics, Loyola University. 
 

CIVIC 
 
   Past President, Women�s Auxiliary of the 
Volunteers of America, two terms, and 
helped establish first nursery for ha 
handicapped and un-adoptable babies, and 
the first �group home� for mentally 
handicapped women. 
   Past board member of Sophie Gamble 
Guild, an organization established to 
provide training for mentally retarded 
women. 
   Past Vice-President and Program 
Chairman, Women for a Better Louisiana, 
(formerly Women�s Council, New 
Orleans/River Region Chamber of 
Commerce). 
   Member of the Women�s Organization of 
the Propeller Club, Port of New Orleans, 
and Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge. 
   New Orleans Museum of Art, and 
Women�s Guild of the New Orleans Opera 
Association. 
   Former board member and budget 
committee member, Metropolitan Battered 
Women�s Program. 
 

POLITICAL 
 
   President of the National Federation of 
Republican Women. 
   Elected National Republican 
Committeewoman for Louisiana in 1992. 
State President, Louisiana Federation of 
Republican Women elected 1987 for 2-
year term. Reelected in 1989. Past NFRW 
Member-at-Large of Executive 
Committee and National Chairman of 
Membership. Elected in 1993 to 2-year 
term as Treasurer of NFRW. 
   Member of the Host Committee, 
Republican National Convention 1988, 
and Co-Chairman of the Volunteer 
Committee. 
   1987 Director, State Phone Bank, Bob 
Livingston for Governor, and served as 
scheduler for past congressional 
campaigns. 

 
MARILYN THAYER 

 
   Delegate to National Republican 
Convention in 1976, 1980, 1984, 1988 
and 1992. In the 1980 Presidential 
Campaign, served in Washington as staff 
coordinator for the Family Policy 
Advisory Board. Elected to the Platform 
Committee 4 of last 5 conventions. 
   In 1984 and 1988 served on the 
Executive Committee of the Platform 
Committee, and chaired the Committee on 
Human Resources. During those 
conventions in Dallas and New Orleans, 
delivered an address dealing with the 
platform plank on family issues. 
   Served as Reagan/Bush Orleans Parish 
Co-Chairman in 1980, and as 
Reagan/Bush State Chairman, 1984. In 
1983 and 1984, member of the President�s 
Commission on White House 
Fellowships. 
   Past President, Republican Women�s 
Club of New Orleans. 
   Past Vice-President, Alliance for Good 
Government (a local good government 
group). 
   Past 2nd Congressional District 
Chairman for �HIGH FRONTIER�, and 
CITIZENS FOR AMERICA, a 
Presidential grass roots lobbying group 
dealing with economic and national 
defense issues. 
   1983 State Phone Bank Co-Chairman, 
Treen for Governor, and in 1979, New 
Orleans Headquarter Chairman, Treen For 
Governor. 
 
 

CAREER 
 
Homemaker, Political Activist and 
Volunteer. 

 
Congratulations on your election to 

the Presidency of NFRW! We are all 
proud to claim you as a member of TFA. 
Thank you for sharing these truly 
amazing accomplishments with us.   Ed. 
 
 
 

THAYER-CROSBY REUNION 
 
   Arnold Thayer reports that his family has 
a reunion every year at Sutter�s 
Campgrounds just north of Lapeer, MI. This 
years reunion will be held August 18th (3rd 
Sunday) and will be the 94th gathering of the 
descendants of Eli9 Thayer (1833- 1864) 
and his wife Jane Powel (1837-1891). Eli�s 
line is as follows: Darius8, William7, 
Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
    Unfortunately it is too late to attend this 
years gathering. Anyone wishing more 
information on this Thayer family should 
contact Arnold at: 
 

Arnold Thayer 
10336 Boucher 

Grosse Ile., MI 48138 
 
 

 
THAYER T-SHIRT PROJECT 

 
Several TFA members are working hard 

to bring you the opportunity to purchase a 
Thayer T-shirt. Pictured below is an 
example of the current design. The sky is 
dark blue, the ocean turquoise, the name 
Thayer red. The ship is brown with tan sails. 
The Words are: �Celebrating 350 Years In 
America�, �Proud to be a Thayer.� 

It is anticipated that various adult and 
children�s sizes will be available. Watch the 
next TQ for further details. 
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 ARTHUR MANN THAYER 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 

CENTURION 
 

By 
Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer 

 
   Arthur Royal Mann Thayer was born on 
August 5, 1899 in Melrose, Massachusetts 
and had two sisters, Louise and Constance, 
and two brothers, Harold W. and Clifton 
Orlow. Arthur�s lineage is as follows: 
Arthur10, Clifton9, Royal8, James7, 
Theophilus6, Jeremiah5, Jeremiah4, 
Cornelius3, Richard2, Richard1. There are no 
vital statistics available on his siblings at this 
time. When he was only two years old, his 
parents moved to Milton, Massachusetts 
where he attended grade schools. After 
graduating from high school, he attended 
Bryant & Stratton Business College in 
Boston where he received a certificate as a 
bookkeeper and accountant. 
   In 1924 Arthur moved to Poland Spring, 
Maine where he worked as an accountant 
for many firms and businesses. He finally 
settled in Portland, Maine where he met and 
married Florence Kember. They were 
married on April 15, 1942. Florence was 
from Biddeford, Maine and was born 
January, 1891, and died April, 1978. 
Because of their late marriage, they were not 
able to have children. In 1967, Arthur 
retired and moved back to Massachusetts, 
settling in Randolph, just fifteen miles from 
his birthplace, Melrose. 
   He and his wife traveled frequently, 
mostly along the Atlantic Coast, pausing 
briefly for two winters to work as an 
accountant in Augusta, Georgia for the 
Poland Spring Bottling Company, Southern 
office, which sold bottled spring water. 
They spent another two winters in St. 
Petersburg, Florida in retirement and 
became proficient at contract bridge, his 
hobby. 
   He has several nieces, nephews, grand 
nieces and nephews and one great grand 
niece. One of his nieces, Nancy Hurley 
Penza, from Randolph, Massachusetts, died 
in February, 1996 at the age of forty from 
multiple sclerosis. One of his nephews, 
Bernard C. Hurley, who lives in River Falls, 
Wisconsin, did an extensive amount of 
research on Arthur�s Thayer Ancestry which 
will be available for Patricia Thayer Muno�s 
records and for insertion in her proposed 
Comprehensive Thayer Genealogy. 
   Arthur had planned on attending our Fifth 
Annual Meeting but had a pinched nerve 

which forced him to stay home. He promises 
to attend our Sixth Annual Meeting next year 
on June 21, 1997. He will be nearly 99 years 
old at that time. 

 
Arthur Royal  Mann Thayer with grand nephew 

Christopher Montana 
 
   When he reaches the Century mark in 1999, 
he hopes to attend our Seventh Annual 
meeting as well. 
   One of his better liked and more enjoyable 
pastimes is attending and listening to band and 
orchestra concerts whenever and wherever he 
can. 
 
Photograph copied by TFA Photographer 
Robert William Thayer. 
 
   Happy birthday to TFA member Jewett 
Thayer Wilson who turned 97 on Jun 8th! 
 

OBITUARY 
 
   Dr. Bruce V. Thayer, 92, passed away at his 
home in Alamo, Texas on Sunday, March 17, 
1996. He was born January 29, 1904 in 
Abilene, Kansas, son of Dr. James L. and 
Lotta Jessup Thayer. He attended public 
schools in Abilene, graduating from Abilene 
High School in 1922. Dr. Thayer graduated 
with a degree in dentistry from the University 
of Missouri at Kansas City in 1927. Following 
graduation he returned to Abilene to join his 
father in the practice of dentistry. 
   Dr. Thayer was a member of the Psi 
Omega Dental Fraternity, serving as 
Secretary and Grandmaster of the Phi Rho 
Chapter, and later as Grandmaster and then 
Secretary for 35 years of the Kansas State 
Alumni Chapter. He was editor of the dental 
school�s first newspaper and also wrote a 
weekly news column for the Kansas City 
Journal-Post and a monthly column for a 
dental magazine. 
   During his 50 year professional career he 
held numerous offices in both local and state 

professional and civic organizations. He served as 
Secretary and then President of the Golden Belt 
District Dental Society and served on the 
Executive Council of the Kansas Dental Society 
for thirty years. He was honored with fellowships 
in the Pierre Fauchard Academy, The Academy- 
International of Dentistry and the International 
College of Dentistry. Dr. Thayer was County 
Chairman for the School Dental Examination 
Program for many years and was appointed 
examiner for the Dickinson County Draft Board 
during World War II. 

For a period of the time he was active in civic 
affairs, serving as President of the Abilene 
Merchants Association in 1933. Following this he 
was President of the Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce for two terms. For ten years he was a 
member of the Central Kansas Free Fair Board 
devoting much time to this project. He also 
served six years as a director of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce and one term as 
Chairman of the County Red Cross. 
   For several years he was interested in 
promoting better highways and was a Director of 
U.S. 40 Association and served four terms as 
State President of K15 Association. He was also 
a Director of the Abilene Country Club for six 
years, serving two years each as House 
Chairman, Vice President and President. During 
his active life in Abilene, he was a member of the 
Elks Lodge and his Masonic affiliations included 
the Blue Lodge and Isis Shrine. 
   After practicing for fifty years, he retired in 
1976, sold his office and home in Abilene and 
moved with his wife, Neoma, to Alamo, Texas. 
Prior to moving to Alamo Country Club in 1986, 
he served as a member of the Executive Council 
of Royal Palms Property Owners Association for 
several years. 
    In 1942, Dr. Thayer was united in marriage 
with Neoma Obermeyer to which union came a 
son, Charles, an investment banker in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, and a daughter, Linda, 
Human Resources Director at Mission Hospital 
in Mission, Texas. Also surviving are a daughter, 
Pat Watson, Registered Nurse of Warren, 
Pennsylvania, seven grandchildren and twelve 
great grandchildren. A son, Joe Bruce, preceded 
Dr. Thayer in death. 
 
   Dr. Bruce11 V. Thayer�s lineage is as follows: 
Bruce11, James10, Warren9, Hiram8, Joseph7, 
Timothy6, Reuben5, Joseph4, Ephraim3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1. 
 
   Obituaries published in TTQ are at the 
discretion of the Editor with priority given to 
TFA members. 
 
 
 
 
Gift Membership form has been removed 
from this electronic copy. END. 
 




