
 
1 

  à{x g{tçxÜ dâtÜàxÜÄç  
A   Q U E S T   F O R   Y O U R   H E R I T A G E  

Fall 1996 Thayer Families Association  November 
www.ThayerFamily.com               346 Washington St. PMB #310     Braintree, MA 02184-4702 Volume 4, Issue 4 

 
This is a transcribed issue in order to create 
a usable electronic format. The masthead 
information is of our current design; the 
articles below are what appeared when this 
issue was printed. 
 

THAYERS INN 
by Richard A. Thayer, editor 

 
   Henry Lowell Thayer was a successful 
merchant in Littleton, NH and resided there as 
early as 1841. He had a dream to build a hotel 
�more modern in equipment an character that 
others of its kind.� In 1843 Henry bought a lot 
just east of his store and his dream began taking 
shape. The exact date if construction is unknown 
but occurred between 1848 and 1850. January 14, 
1850 was opening day for �THAYER�S WHITE 
MOUNTAIN HOTEL.� 
   The original configuration of the hotel is 
unknown, but it is currently divided into 40 guest 
rooms. The front of the hotel is a three-storied 
Doric portico with hand carved fluted columns 
and a large triangular pediment. An octagonal 
cupola atop the hotel gives visitors a 360-degree 
view of the scenic countryside around Littleton. 
In 1869 President Ulysses S. Grant spoke from 
the balcony! 
   The Success of the Thayer�s Hotel was assured 
by several factors. The railroad came to Littleton 
in 1853, bringing salesmen and tourists. Henry 
Thayer owned stagecoaches that met every train 
coming to Littleton and transported passengers to 
the hotel and took them on scenic tours of the 
surrounding area. Creature comforts were not 
forgotten and guests stayed in a room heated by a 
fireplace or Franklin stove with wood delivered 
to the room. In the evening a candle was provided 
for light and bed sheets turned down for the guest 
before retiring. The bed was warmed by heated 
stones. A pitcher of water was provided for 
washing and each guest had a personal �thunder 
jug.� A boy or maid could be summoned by a 
buzzer for additional service. 
   Henry7 Lowell Thayer was born October 10, 
1817 in Keene, NH. His lineage is as follows: 
Henry7, Daniel6-5, Samuel4, Isaac3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1.  Henry Lowell Thayer 
married Mary Ann Case on May 19, 1819. 
Mary Ann Case was born February 14, 1819 
in Holderness, NH. 

  Thayer�s Hotel 
Henry Lowel Thayer 

 
Frank Thayer 
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In 1869 President Ulysses S. Grant visited Littleton. 
He is standing on the balcony of Thayer�s Hotel 
 
   Henry and Mary Ann had two sons; 
Henry8 Parker Thayer, born March 14, 
1840 in Danville, VT and Frank8 Thayer, 
born November 22, 1842 in Littleton, NH. 
   Biographical data on Henry Lowel 
Thayer�s sons lists them as hotelkeepers. 
We can safely assume they worked for 
their father at Thayer�s Hotel. Henry�s 
wife, Mary Ann Case died November 10, 
1889 in Littleton. Henry Lowel Thayer 
died March 20, 1892. Frank Thayer died 
unmarried on June 25, 1899. Henry 
Parker Thayer died on February 23, 1876 
in Littleton, NH. 
   Here we reach a time in history where I 
have little data on Thayer�s Hotel. I 
assume a search of deeds could trace 
ownership of the property.  Published 
information indicates that in 1927 John 
�Jack� B. Eames purchased the hotel. 
Jack Eames was a well-known Littleton 
entrepreneur. He improved and 
modernized the hotel by adding the 
second and third floor wings which house 
an additional ten guest rooms and a 

dinning room which can seat 300 (now 
known as Thayers Mall and Gallery). 
Also modern plumbing was added. The 
hotel remains in the Eames Family Trust 
to this day, now called �Thayers Inn.� 
   Many famous guests have stayed at 
Thayers Inn including: 
Bette Davis 
President Franklin Pierce 
Horace Greeley 
Governor Sherman Adams 
Robert Hill (Ambassador to Spain) 
Scott McCleod (Ambassador to Ireland) 
Richard Nixon 
Pat Buchanan 
Bob Dole 
Michael Blake (Dances With Wolves) 
Harry K. Thaw, a millionaire playboy 
accused of murdering Stanford White in a 
New York nightclub, was held at Thayers 
Hotel for 30 days during federal court 
hearings in Littleton when New York 
tried to extradite him. 
   While TFA does not officially endorse 
any commercial business, the following 
information it provided for general 
interest and use by anyone wishing to visit 
Thayers Inn. 

1996 room rates: 
$59.95 A family suite of 2 bedrooms, 1 
bath 
$49.95 A real nice room with king, queen, 
or 2 double beds. 
$39.95 A nice room with 1 double bed 
$29.95 A �charming� room on the top 
floor (uses hall bath). 
Contact Thayers Inn as follows: 
Thayers Inn 
Main Street 
Littleton, NY 03561 
603-444-6469 
800-634-8179 
On-line at djlj@slip.net 
On-line brochure: 
www.musar.com/traveler/thayers/html 
 

Bibliography: 
Thayers Inn Brochure, both printed and 
on-line. 
A walking tour of Main Street, Littleton, 
New Hampshire, 1992. 
Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Patricia 
Muno, © 1994. 
History of Littleton, New Hampshire, 
James R. Jackson, 1905. 
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Historian�s report, Fall 1996 
By 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
   The association has seen more progress in 
this last quarter than any time period in our 
near six-year existence. I reminded our 
President, Al, that the deadline for any new 
genealogical data for inclusion in the forth 
coming Thayer Genealogy, was fast 
approaching. Considering, however, that there 
has been so many wonderful new cousins 
recently discovered, I felt a sense of loss 
knowing that there many more out there who 
had not had the opportunity to hear of our 
worthwhile project. I convinced Al that if the 
members of TFA were to make an effort to 
reach each of the remaining 7,000 Thayer 
families in America in the next few months, 
that I would be willing to extend the deadline 
for those individuals who would also like to 
see their family records preserved for future 
generations. 
   When I was asked by our Membership 
chairman, Paul Thayer, if a recruiting 
project through mass mailing similar to the 
one we were launching had been performed 
by any other Family Association in 
America, I had to respond that I highly 
doubted it. We are so proud of our 
wonderful members who have given 
generously of their time and efforts to make 
this dream a reality! Several of our members 
across the country have volunteered their 
services and this project will likely be 
completed by years end! I wish I could 
thank each of you individually who has been 
involved in this most important 
accomplishment, but I am afraid I might 
leave out some individual whose 
participation I was not aware of.  
   In areas other than the mass-mailing project, 
(which has been coordinated by our 
Membership and Recruiting chairman, Paul 
Goodwin Thayer and David Manville Thayer; 
our President, Albert Thayer Morton, and 
secretary, Raymond Alexander Thayer); our 
leaders have been working behind the scenes 
on an appropriate Logo and letterhead; the 
successful Tee Shirt Project, with proceeds 
going to the publishing project, (headed up 
by Henry Jerome and Judy Thayer); the 
Thayer Quarterly indexing project) by TQ 
editor, Richard Allen Thayer); the 
fantastically successful WWW home page 
(by Internet chairman, Rodney Lee Thayer); 
a forthcoming Thayer Cookbook project 
(coordinated by Ralph Clinton Thayer) and 
even plans for a group for interested 
Thayer descendants to the ancestral home 
in Thornbury, England this coming June 

(coordinated by Director, Marilyn Munn 
Strand.) 
   A fourth printing of the Thayer - Tayer - 
Theyer Families of Gloucestershire, England 
1500 - 1600 is now underway. I have just one 
Errata/Index to the Thayer Genealogy of 1874 
available, if anyone is interested. If you have 
not already done so, be sure to visit our Web 
site at http://www.heiwa.com/tfa/tfa.htm. And 
finally, it is with great pride that I am able to 
introduce eight new Family Representatives 
this quarter. 

 
Dawn Thayer Chandler 

Ronald, Kenneth, Donald, and Richard Thayer 
 
I was on the Internet one night when Dawn 
Thayer Chandler was on at the same time 
looking for Thayer information. A third 
cousin, Ann Thayer helped get us together. 
Dawn, of 421 Alton Ave., Battle Creek, MI 
49017, will serve as Family Representative 
for the descendants of Milo Moses 
THAYER (b. 1830 Hume, Allegany, NY) 
and his wife, Mary S, WRIGHT (b. 1835).  
Descendants of this couple settled primarily 
in Champaign County, IL, and Calhoun 
County, MI. I was able to find Dawn�s 
connection through my study of the Thayer 
families I had previously extracted and 
computerized from the earlier census 
soundexes. Photo shared by Dawn, shows 
her with her four older brothers (left to right) 
Ronald Erwin, Kenneth Warren, Donald 
Elwyn and Richard Dwight Thayer.  
   I found Bennie Thayer one night while 
�surfing� the America On-Line membership 
directory, and contacted him immediately, 
asking him to send me the name and birth 
year of his grandfather Thayer. Bennie 
informed me that his line of Thayers were 
well-organized and had about 270 members, 
of which he was the president. He quickly 
introduced me to the group�s secretary, 
Andrew �Bobby� Newell, through the 
Internet. It was only because of my previous 
correspondence with Norma Thayer Reed, 

formerly of Mannford, OK that I was able to 
find the connection for these descendants 
who have never known their lineage to the 
immigrant ancestor. 

 
Brenda and Andrew �Bobby� Newell 

 
   Andrew �Bobby� Newell, of 1813 
Rutherford St., Rahway, NJ has agreed to 
serve as Family Representative for the 
descendants of their ancestor, Lyman 
THAYER (born Vermont). Lyman, and 
three of his brothers, Orwell (or Oel), Ira, 
and Daniel settled in Pickins County, SC in 
the 1830�s. The other brothers moved on 
and settled primarily in Lebanon, Boone 
county, IN; with others settling in AR, MO, 
MN, OR, MS, TX and OK. Lyman 
remained behind in South Carolina and 
became the progenitor of our new found 
cousins. Shown in the photo here with 
Bobby, is Brenda, his wife of 31 years. 
   Cleveland Harper (�Harper�) Thayer, of 
120 Rockview Lane, Morganton, SC 28655, 
was found by our Membership chairman, 
Paul Goodwin Thayer. Harper has agreed to 
serve as Family Representative for the 
descendants of William THAYER (born 
1818 NY, died 1893 MI) and wife Zarina 
HAVENS (born 1816, died 1888 MD). 
Descendants of this couple settled in Grand 
Traverse county, MI; Cumberland, Burke 
and Guilford Counties MI; Dorchester 
county, MD; and Monterey county, CA. 
   I was privileged to meet, Dennis Wayne 
Thayer and lovely wife Caron, of 11317 SW 
64th Ave., Portland OR 97219, about the 
middle of September. Dennis was referred 
to us by someone who had seen our home 
pate in the Internet. He quickly installed 
America On-Line and contacted me. This 
led to a wonderful meeting at my home here 
in Beaverton, as these delightful new 
cousins live less then 10 miles from me. 
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Dennis and Caron will jointly serve as 
Family representatives 

 
Caron and Denis Wayne Thayer 

 
for the descendants of John Marvin THAYER 
(born 1829 of Carroll, Chautauqua, NY, died 
1889 NY) and his wife, Margaret Aline 
COWEN (born 1831, died 1901 NY). The 
descendants of this couple settled primarily in 
O�Brien County, IA. Others settled in ID, MI, 
WA and ND. Dennis and Carol, who are 
shown in the photo here, would like to make 
contact with other living descendants in this 
line.  
   I have been in touch with James Leslie 
Thayer and wife Geri, of 271-17 Romerman, 
Chehalis, WA 98532 for a number of years 
now, although they have just recently come 
aboard the TFA train! Jim and Geri will serve 
jointly as Family Representatives in the line of 
Horace Thayer (born 1795 Heath, MA died 
1896 Flint, Genesee, MI) and wife Jane 
GAMBALL (born 1797 of NY). Descendants 
of this line settled in NY; Genesee county, MI; 
and Grays Harbor county, WA. Shown here in 
the photo with Jim and Geri, are their adorable 
children, Justin and Nicole. 

 
Justin, Nicole, Geri, and James Leslie Thayer 

   Jeffrey Ervin Thayer of 1905 N. Dalton 
Ave., Boise, ID 83704 has agreed to serve 
as Family Representative for the 
descendants of Azel THAYER (b. 1802m d. 
1877) and wife Elizabeth GARDNER (b. 
1805, d. 1883). This line of Thayers 
originated and remained almost entirely in 
the state of Massachusetts, having their 
roots firmly planted in Milton, Norfolk 
County. To my knowledge, Jeff and his 
family appear to be the only ones who have 
migrated out to the great west! 
   Cousin, Larry Gene Thayer, of 149 A 
North Ave., Wauconda, IL 60084, was 
�discovered� by our Recruiting Chairman, 
David Manville Thayer.  Larry has agreed to 
serve as Family Representative in the line of 
Winfield Scott THAYER (b. 1863 IN, d. 
1935 IL) and wife, Clara Bell HOWARD 
(b. 1869 IA, d. 1914 IL). Descendants of this 
couple settled primarily in IA and McHenry 
County, IL.  Larry informs me that his 
ancestor always went by the name of �Scott.� 
Assuming that there must be some �hero 
worship� involved here by knowing that there 
were at least three other Thayers with the same 
given names, I asked Larry about the 
significance of the name �Winfield Scott.� 
Larry found out that Winfield Scott once ran 
for President (he lost to Franklin Pierce, 14th 
president 1853-57), and was, indeed, a Civil 
War hero who was none other than �Old 
Fuss �n� Feathers.� At the age of 75, Scott 
was overseeing the training of Civil War 
recruits! 
   I was privileged to meet cousin, Scott 
Edward Thayer, of 36B Gibb Street, Unit 
23, Worcester, MA 01607 at our TFA 
meeting held June 15th. Scott brought along 
his uncle, William Henry Thayer, who lives 
on the �ancestral stomping grounds� in 
Braintree, MA. Scott has Thayer ancestry on 
both his maternal and paternal lines, but will 
be serving as Family Representative for the 
descendants of Abel THAYER (born 1789 
Braintree, MA, died 1866 Orange Co., VT) 
and wife3, Lydia CLEVELAND (born 1793 
VT, died 1863 VT). The descendants of this 
couple settled mostly in MA; and Orange 
and Washington counties, VT. 
   On behalf of the entire Thayer family, I 
extend my heartfelt thanks to each of you 
for serving in your various capacities! 

Patricia 
 
 
I had a few questions I thought our 
members would be interested in. Patricia 
was more than willing to answer them. 

Richard A. Thayer, Editor 

QUESTION: You have set the end of 1996 
as the deadline for adding new families to 
your computer files in order to give you a 
point at which you can start indexing the 
first volume of our comprehensive Thayer 
genealogy. How many individuals do you 
currently have in your dada base, and how 
many are linked back to an immigrant 
ancestor? 
 
ANSWER: The 31 December 1996 deadline 
for the inclusion of any new information has 
been extended until the mass-recruiting 
project can be completed. We are probably 
the only Family Association in America, 
which has attempted such a monumental 
project as to inform all families in America 
with the Thayer surname of the TFA and 
our Genealogy project. 
 
Our membership chairman, Paul Goodwin 
Thayer, and our Recruiting Chairman, David 
Manville Thayer, have been heading up this 
project along with the help of our President, 
Albert Thayer Morton and our Secretary, 
Raymond Alexander Thayer. There are an 
estimated 7,000 Thayer families in America 
today, and our dedicated leaders have been 
working overtime to contact as many of these 
families as possible so that they, also, might 
have to opportunity to participate in this 
worthwhile project of preserving our family 
records. 
 
To make this experience an even greater 
success, we also have had the hard work of 
many of our TFA members across the 
country, which have responded to the call of 
service and are involved in the stuffing, 
addressing and mailing of these important 
notices. Some individuals that I know of: 
 
Gene Dale Thayer, Stockton, CA 
Patricia O�Sullivan, Kingman, AZ 
Thayer Phillips Reese, Ventura, CA 
Leslie Thayer O�Hara, San Francisco, CA 
Julianne Mevis, Wauwatosa, WI 
Timothy Como, Hickory, NC 
Geri Hadaler Thayer, Chehalis, WA 
Marilynn Munn Strand, Wheat Ridge, CO 
Will Thayer, Longmeadow, MA 
Mary Buchholz, Belle Fourche, SD 
Roland Clark, Rosamond, CA 
William Elms, Stow, OH 
Stuart Thayer, New Orleans, LA 
Joyce Thayer, Lafayette, LA 
 
At present there are nearly 50,000 Thayer 
related individuals in my computer files. 
Of these about 10,000 are �unplaced.� 
These numbers are changing on a daily 
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basis as more and more people become 
involved! 
 
QUESTION: Have you decided which book 
you will publish first? Will it be on our 
ancestor and follows his lineage to the 
present, or will it cover all lines and have a 
certain cut off date for the first volume? 
 
ANSWER: The genealogical data on the 
descendants of the Immigrant, Nathaniel 
Thayer, will most likely be covered first. 
This is the smallest family and there is the 
least amount of changes happening in this 
line. The information on this line should 
comprise one volume and will include 
from the immigrant to the present 
generation under one cover. 
 
QUESTION: Assuming you start indexing 
the first volume of the comprehensive 
genealogy on January 1, 1997, and 
assuming we have sufficient funds to 
publish, when do you think the first book 
could go to press? 
 
ANSWER: Sorry, I cannot answer this one just 
yet.  
 
QUESTION: Has The Thayer Quarterly 
Newsletter brought any new Thayers into your 
database? 
 
ANSWER: There have been a few 
individuals who have responded as a result 
of seeing their ancestor mentioned in the 
Thayer Quarterly Newsletter. Since it is too 
early to determine the final outcome of the 
mass-recruiting project, the majority of our 
new cousins are presently being found 
through the Internet. Some of these 
individuals have come through their finding 
us on the WWW home page. (If anyone has 
not already seen this, please check it out at 
http://www.heiwa.com/tfa.htm. The 
information there changes continuously!) 
 
QUESTION: We know you are swamped with 
mail. About how many letters do you receive 
and answer in a typical week? How many E-
mail messages? 
 
ANSWER: In a normal week, I receive 
about 30 mailings through the US mail 
service. Some of these can be 
considerably detailed and take several 
days to answer. With about 200 messages 
a week on the computer, the e-mail traffic 
is considerably heavier, but most of it 
usually goes faster. The directors, 
officers, leaders and many members of the 
TFA are in contact with one another- 

generally everyday, and often-several times 
a day. This accounts for a large portion of 
the E-mail traffic. I know of no other Family 
Association that has experienced such 
phenomenal growth of membership and has 
such a strong network of leadership working 
together for a common goal as the TFA! 
 
QUESTION: Looking back over the last year, 
can you estimate how many Thayer families 
you have been able to connect to their 
ancestors? 
 
ANSWER: This is something that would be 
difficult to estimate, because the implications 
often have a much more far-reaching impact 
than just the family of the correspondent. Each 
and every year, for the last 6 years, I have been 
successful in making connections for hundreds 
of Thayer individuals. Who knows, perhaps 
someday there may be a letter waiting for me 
from someone who knows something of my 
own elusive great grandfather, Joseph Frank 
Thayer! 
 
QUESTION: We have several members 
writing to all the Thayers in the United 
States, we have the circulation of the Thayer 
Quarterly, our Internet page, E-mail, and 
several advertisements placed in Evertons 
Genealogical helper. How would you rank 
these methods of communication in 
bringing in more information and lineages 
into your database of Thayers? 
 
ANSWER: There are many avenues for this 
great news to travel around. Additionally, 
we have dedicated members who are using 
the phone to call other Thayers, often times 
on the other side of the nation. We also have 
individuals who are sharing news of our 
project with other genealogical association 
and libraries. All of the above are important. 
Often, we may become discouraged because 
we do not see the immediate results from 
our hard work, to find later from another 
contact that �Cousin Albert in Indiana 
forwarded your letter mentioning the TFA 
to me here in Alaska.� Every mention of the 
TFA helps spread the good word about hour 
special project. 
   Additionally, I have found a fun new way 
of finding new cousins via the Internet. My 
America On-Line service now informs me 
of other Thayers who are on the Internet at 
the exact same time as I am. I often take 
advantage of this opportunity to introduce 
myself and explain the genealogy project. 
These contacts get real excited when they 
realize all they have to do is provide me 
with the name of their grandfather Thayer, 

his year and state of birth, and I can then 
provide them with their lineage back to the 
year 1500. 
   The vast majority of the lineages have 
already been established through my 
personal research of the original vital 
records and census enumerations. Had I not 
spent the necessary years extracted every 
Thayer family in the 1880, 1900, 1910 and 
1920 US Census soundexes, I would never 
have been able to do what am doing today. 
Most of the new information that is being 
added today comes in the form of personal 
correspondence from the descendants 
themselves. This extends the lineages to the 
present generation, and often helps in the 
connection for an individual that was born 
between the census years, or whose 
relationship has in some other manner been 
obscured. 
 
   Many of our members are making 
referrals on a regular basis. I have personal 
correspondence with near 800 Thayer 
families through the mail service, and an 
addition 200+ families of descendants 
through the Internet. With the help of these 
newcomers, the unidentified or �unplaced� 
Thayer families are regularly taking on 
identity.  
 
QUESTION: How many of the 
Gloucestershire books have been sold? How 
many are still available? 
 
ANSWER: The Gloucestershire Thayer� books 
have been very difficult to keep in stock and 
have ALL been sold! I am now taking orders, 
however, for a 4th printing, with hopes for 
delivery in time for Christmas gift giving, 
please order now! 
 

THAYER T-SHIRT PROJECT 
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer and her husband 
Jerry continue to do a bang-up job 
running the TFA T-shirt project! Over 
151 T-shirts have been sold! Judy has just 
re-ordered T-shirts to make sure there will 
be enough for this holiday season. This 
issue of the Thayer Quarterly has an insert 
order form to order T-shirts. Please 
specify an alternate size that would be 
acceptable to ensure you get one of these 
terrific T-shirts. If this insert is missing 
you may write Judy at: 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 

Hampton, VA 23669-1531 
E-mail: jlythayer@aol.com 
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HEADSTONE OR HEARTH? 
By 

Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
 
   Not long after I showed an interest in 
genealogy, my parents dug up a scrapbook 
maintained by my paternal grandmother, 
Julia Adalaid Akin (1897-1973). �Grannie�, 
as she was known by her grandchildren, 
kept numerous newspaper articles that were 
related to friends and family. Many of my 
readers over age fifty will remember a time 
when newspapers would run an article if 
someone in town received company from 
out of town, describing who they were, 
where they had traveled from, and what 
their relationship was. Also, birth, death, 
and wedding announcements gave such 
detail that genealogists live for. 
   Among the various newspaper clippings 
were two concerting my ancestor David7 
Thayer (1802-1859), Jonathan6, Oliver5-4, 
William3, Shadrack2, Thomas1. David 
Thayer was, at that time, my earliest known 
ancestor. Appearing in The Oneonta Star, 
November 26, 1966 was an article entitled 
�Hearth Poses A Problem.� It seems a Mr. 
Winthrop Macomber was surveying a home 
his business had purchased and was tearing 
down. Mr. Macomber spotted a nice marble 
hearth and decided to have it saved for a 
new home he was building. The workmen 
carefully removed the two-foot by four-foot 
piece of marble. When they turned the 
marble slap over they found the engraving: 
�David Thayer, Died November 4, 1859.� 
   A second article included information 
provided by Louis10 S. Thayer (1891-1978), 
Andrew9, John8. Louis Thayer, who I 
remember as a child, had come forward as 
the oldest living descendant of David 
Thayer, in an attempt to solve this puzzle. 
Louis Thayer provided a great deal of 
genealogical information and believed that 
David was buried in Bainbridge, NY, but 
did not know for sure. No one could provide 
a reason for the headstone being used as a 
hearth. 
   You can imagine that I was excited about 
this story. I immediately set out to find 
where David Thayer was buried. I drove to 
Bainbridge, NY and consulted the Town 
Clerk. She had no information on David 
Thayer, but directed me to the caretaker of 
the local cemetery. The caretaker had no 
record of David Thayer, but I searched the 
cemetery anyway, finding nothing. Living 
in the state of Washington forced me to 
suspend my search for David�s burial place. 
I did what I could by mail. I even asked 

The Oneonta Star to re-run the original 
article to see if anyone knew the outcome. 
The newspaper declined. 
   It was three years later when I returned 
home to Oneonta, NY again on vacation 
with my family. One sunny afternoon I 
decided to walk around Riverside 
Cemetery, a very old and famous 
cemetery, just three blocks away from my 
parent�s home. I had been through most of 
the cemetery when I ran into the 
caretaker. I asked if he had any records. 
He did, and we both headed for his shed. 
We had not taken more than a few paces 
when we came across David Thayer�s 
plot! I checked my bearings so I could 
return to the plot again and continued on 
to the caretakers shed to view his records. 
He had a very old layout of the cemetery 
showing plot boundaries and plot names. 
This was mounted under glass, 
surrounded by a wood frame, very useful 
to visitors but not providing the detailed 
information a genealogist would hope for. 

 
Plot #124, Riverside Cemetery, Oneonta, NY 

 
   I returned to the Thayer plot, #124, to 
transcribe the information on the 
monument. Yes monument! Somehow 
David Thayer ended up with a six foot, 

rather ornate (for the time), monument. It 
may be that the original headstone of two 
feet by four was replaced with this 
monument. That part of the puzzle remains 
for me to solve. The three inscriptions read: 
�David Thayer 1802-1859�, �Desire Thayer 
1809-1894� and �Lewis H. Thayer d. Oct 
25, 1881 AE 32y 5m 32d.� Lewis H. Thayer 
was the 7th and last child of David and 
Desire (Richardson) Thayer. Lewis was 
married to Mary Allison but I have no other 
information on her. 
   I followed up on this discovery with a 
letter to the Riverside Cemetery Association 
asking; who was buried in plot #124, who 
holds the deed to the plot, and if any other 
Thayers were known to be buried in this 
cemetery. I received a reply confirming that 
those listed on the monument were the only 
ones buried in the plot. Also, Lewis Thayer, 
his heirs and assign, hold the deed to the 
plot, as the cemetery association does not 
hold deeds. They also informed me that no 
other Thayers were known to be buried in 
the cemetery. 
   This was a necessary follow up. I recall 
my father consulting a caretaker for a 
different cemetery and learning that a family 
member who�s name was not on the 
monument, was buried there. My father paid 
to have the name added. I have consulted 
many cemetery caretakers and found them 
to be very helpful. They almost always have 
some unofficial records in their sheds in the 
form of journals of 3X5 cards, Don�t pass 
up this valuable resource. 
   Two other resources should be mentioned 
here. Check the local library and nearest 
historical association for lists of those buried 
in local cemeteries. Often you will find such 
a list compiled by a local chapter of the 
DAR or even WPA. Additionally, some 
states required burial permits which may 
provide more accurate information, or not. 
You may find conflicting information when 
you check so many sources of information, 
but reconciling them is when we at our best 
as genealogists. 
   Do you have an interesting story about a 
gravestone, monument, or crypt of a 
Thayer? Do you have a picture of large or 
unusual monuments related to a Thayer? I 
am always looking for suitable material 
for this newsletter. Please write me!  I can 
scan your photographs and return them 
undamaged. Share something special with 
your Thayer cousins! 
 

Richard A. Thayer, Editor.
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UNPLACED THAYERS OF VERMONT 
By Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   The table at the right begins our list of 
unplaced Thayer heads of families that 
were born, married, died, or resided in the 
state of Vermont. By unplaced we mean 
that these Thayers are in my files but are 
not linked by relationship to one of the 
known immigrant ancestors. Each couple 
listed may have children who were 
omitted from this list for brevity. We need 
YOUR help finding the ancestors of these 
Thayers. If you can link just one of these 
couples to an ancestor you could help 
hundred of descendants. If you have any 
information on a possible ancestor for 
these Thayers, please write me! 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
 

TFA PRESIDENT AL MORTON 
 
From Al�s Desk� 
 
   I�m sitting here with squash baking in the 
oven (it smells heavenly) and wondering 
how Thomas, Richard, and Nathaniel might 
have felt in the 1600�s, when they arrived on 
this continent. The first concern certainly 
must have been a secure shelter, and food a 
close second. They suffered hardships that 
we can only imaging. 
   But they hung in there for us. Our 
ancestors worked hard to build a life in the 
new world, in order to give a better life to 
their children. With a single-minded 
determination, they succeeded. 
   In November of 1996, this generation�s 
Thayers are carrying on that same tradition. 
We�re working hard to build a better life for 
our children. But we are faced with an 
entirely different set of circumstances. This 
leads me to what the Thayer Families 
Association has done for the Thayers in this 
(and other) countries. 
   So many people have been working hard, 
on TFA projects, that I can�t even begin to 
thank them all. Fund raising (projects), 
membership recruitment (mailing and 
Internet), making sure the Quarterly reaches 
all the people that would like to receive it 
(more mailing), governmental obligations 
such as non-profit and tax-exempt status 
(tedious but necessary), fun projects such as 
the trip to Thornbury (tireless planning), and 
those simple day-to-day operational things 
like keeping the membership list up to date 
(try checking all the zip+4 codes for all the 
members daily).                           (continued) 

THAYER   BORN SPOUSE(S)    
THAYER, Acy   1870 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, Alanson  1825 Mary C. DENNIS 
THAYER, Alfred   1840 Nettie (_____), Mary (_____) 
THAYER, Annie   1878 Carl William FLOOD 
THAYER, Austin Q.  1821 unknown 
THAYER, Benjamin Wright 1855 Nellie WADE 
THAYER, Bill   1746 Sarah (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1853 Belle (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1839 unknown 
THAYER, Charles  1850 Ada BULER 
THAYER, Charles A.  1860 Nella L. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles H.  1889 Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles O.  1866 Kate E. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles S.  1850 Ella A. WHITE 
THAYER, Charles W.  1840 Emma HARRINGTON 
THAYER, Daniel   1796 Molly PARKER 
THAYER, E. N.   1825 Henrietta (_____) 
THAYER, Edmund  1850 Orinda ALLARD 
THAYER, Edwin   1871 Fannie (_____) 
THAYER, Edwin   1863 unknown 
THAYER, Edwin H.  1850 Sarah L. JONES 
THAYER, Ely   1790 Mary CHAPMAN 
THAYER, Emerson  1846 Anna (_____) 
THAYER, Ephraim  1790 Hannah SLADE 
THAYER, Eugene   1884 Myrtle Ball HEATH 
THAYER, Everett E.  1875 Margaret I. (_____) 
THAYER, Frank L.  1893 Belle NICHOLS 
THAYER, Frank L.  1836 Helen M. (_____) 
THAYER, Frank M.  1859 Charlotte P. (_____) 
THAYER, Frank W.  1856 Abbie LEONARD 
THAYER, Franklin  1824 Patience M. (_____) 
THAYER, Franklin  1830 Frances (_____) 
THAYER, Fred   1865 Ida BAGLEY 
THAYER, Frederick  1893 Sophia (_____) 
THAYER, George B.  1858 Mary Ann McNAMARA 
THAYER, George E.  1821 Eliza Ann CAMPBELL 
THAYER, George F.  1865 Susie E. DARELIS, Minnie (_____) 
THAYER, George L.  1854 Orinda COOPER, Livonia (_____) 
THAYER, George W.  1825 Sarah M. (_____) 
THAYER, Guy   1843 Lela (_____) 
THAYER, Harrison  1825 Sarah A. LEWIS 
THAYER, Henry A. (or W.) 1835 Mary WILLS / NIELS 
THAYER, Henry E.  1852 Nell G. (_____) 
THAYER, Henry M.  1844 Mary J. (_____) 
THAYER, Herbert A.  1862 Edith M. ROBERTS 
THAYER, Herbert E.  1861 Mary B. (_____) 
THAYER, Herman  1809 unknown 
THAYER, Isaac   1820 Sarah/Electa BLANCHARD 
THAYER, James   1810 Betsey (_____) 
THAYER, James A.  1849 Marietta DAVIS 
THAYER, John   1759 Ruth WHITE 
THAYER, John   1860 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, John D.  1810 Harriet BISSELL 
THAYER, John D.  1841 Laura M. (_____) 
THAYER, John J.  1860 Ella E. (_____) 
THAYER, John Lyman  1845 Mary E. BELCHER 
THAYER, John M.  1828 Lucy WHITE 
THAYER, John O.  1814 Eliza B. PROUTY 
THAYER, Jonathan Joseph 1795 Polly MOSHER 
THAYER, Joseph  1815 Maria GREENE
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Keeping the checkbook up to 
date�keeping the family genealogy up to 
date� My heartfelt thanks to all for the 
dedication and the hard work being done 
by those dedicated people. 
   Concerning the genealogy records, and 
the upcoming publication of Patricia 
Thayer Muno�s Comprehensive --- final 
stages are nearing completion. Urge your 
cousins to join us, and get their 
information in to Patricia. We want to 
include all information that can be 
gathered. 
   Please think about getting your dues 
into the treasurer. We need all the 
financial help that we can get right now, 
as we approach obtaining �non-profit� 
AND �tax-exempt� status. We need both 
in order to accomplish our goals. 
   I want to offer a special thanks to Dave 
Thayer and Paul Thayer, who have just 
wrapped up the mass mailing to all of the 
Thayers that could be found in the 50 
states. These two members have just 
finished a job that has taken months, and 
neither one of them hesitated, complained, 
or asked for praise. They just got the job 
done. My very sincere thanks to both of 
you. 
   Now I�m going to go and eat some of 
that apple-cranberry-honey-raisin stuffed 
squash. 
   I hope that all of you have a very happy 
holiday season, and I hope that the New 
Year brings as much happiness to each of 
you as this last year has brought me. 
   Thank you very much. You are a 
GREAT family. 
 
Albert Thayer Morton 
 

Christine Rose Speaks 
By Marilynn Munn Strand 

 
   The Colorado Council of Genealogists 
Societies held their 1996 seminar this year 
in Longmont, CO., a growing city north 
of Denver and very near Boulder, home of 
the Colorado Buffaloes. 
   Your Thayer attendees were Jackie 
Thayer Culp of Englewood, CO and 
Marilynn Munn Strand of Wheat Ridge, 
CO.  Christine Rose, C.G., C.G.L., 
F.A.S.F., and author of FAMILY 
ASSOCIATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
MANAGEMENT A HANDBOOK, was the 
featured speaker. Though she did not 
speak this time on family associations, she 
gave the over 200 folks in attendance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
some excellent direction for genealogical 
research. Stating that we should �avoid 
the crooked path�, Christine suggested 
that whatever your genealogical goal, 
keep it in mind and do not be sidetracked 
by superfluous distractions. Keep a log, 
make notes in it each day of your 
research, including the basic facts of your 
goal, i.e. dates, places and locations. For 
successful courthouse research, it is a 
good idea to approach the clerk in a 
friendly manner, not necessarily letting 
her/him know that you are a genealogist.,  
but ask in a direct way to see the indexes 
and where the earliest volumes are kept, 
but do not recite the details of your 
particular problem. Also a good idea to 
take along someone who can manage to 
get those heavy books off the shelf for 
you! Use the deed indexes, both Grantor 
and Grantee and please remember to copy 
the information exactly as it is written, 
abstracting the deed, noting the book and 
volume date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   In any genealogical research involving 
legal papers, do some brushing up of the 
terminology used so that you at least have 
an idea if what was going on with your 
ancestors. 
   Remember that one can learn a great deal 
about history when doing genealogical 
research. Our ancestors were real people as 
you and I and lived in real places. Read up 
on that state, county or township history. 
Perhaps some famous or infamous 
personages were in their town when your 
forebears lived there. Maybe they even 
came in contact with someone who appears 
in the history books! Our Thayer ancestors 
certainly appear in many history books---
look them up! 
   Both Jackie and I made up handouts on 
TFA, which we passed out to several takers. 
   Thanks Marilynn and Jackie. If other 
readers have attended genealogical 
related seminars, please write me with 
your news. All our TFA members should 
be such good ambassadors!         Ed. 

THAYER   BORN SPOUSE(S)    
THAYER, LeRoy M.  1827 Sarah A. KNIGHT 
THAYER, Lewis   1850 Rosa Emma (_____) 
THAYER, Lillian M.  1861 Eli M. HOLDEN 
THAYER, Lorenzo  1810 Marcia BAKER 
THAYER, M. B.   1848 Carrie R. (_____) 
THAYER, Marlow/Milo M. 1831 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, Minot   1906 Ethel (_____) 
THAYER, Noah   1777 Hannah REED 
THAYER, Otis   1815 Laurana (_____) 
THAYER, Samuel   1784 unknown 
THAYER, Samuel   1795 Mary �Polly� BURDICK,  

Juliana DUNHAM 
THAYER, Samuel  1864 Jennie (_____) 
THAYER, Sewel W.  1800 Elizabeth CHASE 
THAYER, Silas W.  1836 unknown 
THAYER, Solomon  1773 Catherine (_____) 
THAYER, Squire   1812 Harriet BARNES 
THAYER, Stephen  1891 Gladys (_____) 
THAYER, Stephen  1859 S. A. (_____) 
THAYER, Thomas  1777 Peggy WEANTHER 
THAYER, Thomas Jefferson 1816 Clarissa PETERS 
THAYER, Troy   1901 Beatrice (_____) 
THAYER, Wallace W.  1853 Catherine C. DEARTH 
THAYER, Wilbour D.  1863 Celia B. (_____) 
THAYER, Wilbur J.  1876 Cora GOODENOUGH 
THAYER, Willard  1835 Lucy (_____) 
THAYER, William  1876 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, William  1793 Mary Ann BELL 
THAYER, William  1795 Lydia MILLERD 
THAYER, William  1830 Mary JOHNSON 
THAYER, William  1864 Celia (_____) 
THAYER, William B.  1818 Rosalinda SEYMOUR 
THAYER, William E.  1825 Mary J. (_____) 
THAYER, William M.  1825 Sarah M. (_____) 
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RODNEY LEE THAYER 
 
   In a continuing effort to bring you 
information about those who are doing so 
much for TFA I asked our Internet 
Chairman, Rodney Lee Thayer, for a grief 
biography and a picture. Thanks Lee for 
sharing this personal information with us 
and for all that you are doing for TFA! 
Ed. 
 
   I was born 25 June 1966 in Kalamazoo 
Michigan to Mr. & Mrs. Richard Dean & 
Joann June (Frederickson) Thayer. I am 
the youngest of four children. My brothers 
and sister are: Jeffrey Lynn, Richard Dean 
Jr. and Kellyann. My lineage is as 
follows: Rodney13, Richard12, Ira11, 
Cyrus10, Ira9, Cyrus8, Hanum7, Jarvis6, 
Silas5, John4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. We lived in Kalamazoo until 
1976, when we moved to Thompson, a 
small town located in the Upper Peninsula 
of Michigan. My father, mother and sister 
own and operate a mink ranch in 
Thompson. 
   I graduated high school in 1984 and 
joined the U.S. Navy in April 1985 to 
learn a trade and see the world. After 
completing boot camp in San Diego, Cam 
I attended STG (Sonar Technician) �A� 
school and reported to my first ship, the 
USS Merrill (DD-976), a destroyer for a 
two year tour, also stationed in San Diego, 
CA. During my two-year tour, I made one 
Western Pacific Deployment that lasted 6 
months. In 1987 I detached from that ship 
and went on to STG �C� school in San 
Diego, CA and became a technician on 
the largest surface ship sonar system, and 
also became interested in electronics as a 
hobby. 
   While stationed at �C� school, and 
waiting for a class to form up, I married 
Soontaree (Lardlai) in Bangkok Thailand 
on 18 February 1988. I first visited the 
beautiful country of Thailand during my 
fires deployment, and have been going 
there ever since on leave. After �C� 
school completed, in December of 1988, I 
reported to my next ship, the USS Valley 
Forge (CG-50), a guided missile cruiser, 
for a two-year tour. 
   During my tour on this ship, I made 
another Western Pacific Deployment for 
six months. During this two year period is 
also when our daughter Samantha Julee 
Thayer was born, on 7 August 1990. We 
also had a house built in Phrae Thailand,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
[PHOTO OF RODNEY LEE THAYER 
REMOVED, COULD NOT 
REPRODUCE AN ADEQUATE 
ELECTRONIC COPY] 
 
 
 
 
located in the north-west part of the 
country. After my tour on the Valley 
Forge, I went on to shore duty, again in 
San Diego, CA., on Naval Air Station 
North Island. 
   My shore duty consisted of testing 
heavy weapon systems the Navy was 
considering buying. After my two years 
were up there, I negotiated orders for 
Japan. In February 1993, my family and I 
moved to Yokosuka Japan, on the island 
of Honshu (same island where Tokyo is 
located), about 70 miles from Tokyo. I 
reported to the USS Fife (DD-991), a 
strike destroyer, for duty. And I am still 
there. I have already made one Arabian 
Gulf Deployment, in 1995. I am due to 
leave the Fife in January 1998 and at that 
point I will negotiate for orders to keep 
me in Japan, this country is great. 
   I have been to several countries since I 
came in the Navy and I did my first 
deployment in 1986, some I have been to 
only once, others several times. These 
countries/ports include: Juneau Alaska, 
(we even to the Merrill into Glacier Bay 
National Park for a tour, I think the only 
war ship to do that), Hawaii, Canada, 
Hong Kong, Russia, Pakistan, Thailand, 
Japan, Korea, Philippine Islands, Bali 
(Indonesia), Australia, United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Singapore, Malaysia, 
and Diego Garcia (a tiny British owned 
island in the middle of the Indian Ocean). 
I have been to several other countries on 
my own: China, Taiwan, and of course 
Thailand, of which I have traveled over 
half the country. 
   In the winter of 1995 I was introduced 
to the Internet to aide in my 
electronics/robotics projects I have going 
on at my house. The Internet was a huge 
source of information for my research, 
and this is also how I stumbled onto the 
Thayer Families Association. One day, I 

was trying to locate a name, a friend of 
mine from the ship who I introduced to 
the Internet. Well, I couldn�t find him, so 
just for fun, I typed in the Thayer and 
Patricia Muno Thayer, the TFA 
Genealogist, came up on a list of names, I 
sent some e-mail, and the rest is history. 
   In the spring of 1996 I offered to do a 
home page on the Internet for the TFA, 
the officials gladly accepted. The TFA 
site has been operational since May 1996 
and grew from five pages to 24 pages 
presently available on the Internet. The 
URL is  
http://www.wp.com/TFA_WEBMASTER
/tfa.htm. 
   I started the TFA home page with the 
idea of letting people know what the 
Association is, what their doing and 
where they are going, the ongoing 
projects available, for membership 
recruitment and for sharing information. 
 
 

NEWSLETTER INDEX 
AVAILABLE 

 
 A Cumulative index of The 
Thayer Quarterly is not available for sale. 
The index lists every occurrence of every 
name in every issue of The Thayer 
Quarterly. The index is alphabetized by 
last name and contains 3,418 entries and 
is 40 pages long (before this issue is 
added). Each entry in the index contains; 
last name, first name, middle name, birth 
year, death year, TTQ issue, TTQ year, 
TTQ page, and article subject. There are 
many blanks where dates were not 
available, but corrections have been made 
to erroneous data and many birth and 
death dates that were not in the original 
articles have been added. The index is $10 
and you will receive a copy containing 
data from this issue of TTQ. Send your 
check made out to TFA to: TFA, P.O. 
Box 12, Braintree, MA 02185-0012.  
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TFA THORNBURY TRIP 
By Marilyn Munn Strand 

 
   Ghosties and ghoulies and things that go 
bump in the night! 
   Does Thornbury Castle truly have all 
those??? Come with us to Thornbury and 
find out---Does Anne Boleyn walk those 
halls wondering what happened to the 
happy 10 days she spent there with Henry 
VIII in 1535, just a year before he 
summarily disposed of her? 
   Can�t you just imagine how exciting it 
will be to actually walk where our Thayer 
Ancestors walked and even see some of 
the buildings they saw? 
The same hills and 
valleys and enter the 
church of St. Mary the 
Virgin. Come with us to 
Thornbury. 
   Thornbury Castle still 
possesses arrow slits, 
great oak doors and walls 
hung with tapestries and 
armor. Gone are the 
feasts where knives were 
the only eating utensil 
and bones and remains of the meal were 
thrown on the floor for the dogs of the 
castle. Now there is a world-class restaurant 
where one can have a sumptuous tea or full 
meal.  The Tudor castle offers lodging in 
antique furnished rooms complete with 
telephone, radio, color television and private 
bath and does have central heating. None of 
those gloomy, damp corridors!  The castle is 
on the northern edge of Thornbury, 5 miles 
from the Severn Bridge. There are eighteen 
rooms with prices from $210 to $310 per 
night, including a continental breakfast. 
   To see a color photo of Thornbury Castle, 
hunt down a copy of DISCOVER EUROPE 
Great Destinations from the Editors of 
National Geographic Traveler, Collector�s 
Edition with the article Legendary British 
Castles, pg. 12. 
   In Thornbury proper, is Alveston House 
Hotel which looks extremely inviting 
according to the color brochure. There is an 
award winning restaurant, Quincey�s, along 
with lovely bedrooms with private bath, 
overlooking the charming English gardens. I 
have spoken with Julie Camm, the General 
Manager and she has been most gracious.  
The rates are as follows: 
Twin/Double Room from approximately 
$134 per night and all rooms, along with the 
private bath, have a color television, radio 

and tea and coffee making facilities and 
trouser press. 
   Accommodations can be arranged also in 
the city of Bristol, which is about 10 miles 
south of Thornbury. Bristol is a seaport on 
the Severn River, from which John and 
Sebastian Cabot sailed in 1497 and claimed 
Newfoundland for Henry VIII. Martin Pring 
also sailed from Bristol and into 
Massachusetts Bay.  In the book, THE 
AMERICAN GUIDE TO BRITAIN, 
published by Salem House Publishers, 
Topsfield, MA pgs. 52-52, appears a good 
description of Bristol and it�s history. 
   The book THE BEST BED AND 

BREAKFAST 1996-97 published by the 
Globe Pequot Press, Old Saybrook, CT. is 
readily available and gives much useful 
information regarding B&Bs. 
   In doing research on accommodations, 
attractions, etc., it is found that B&Bs are 
the least expensive lodging available. Also, 
with staying in a family home, which most 
B&Bs are, you meet �natives� and thereby 
expand your knowledge of other cultures 
and people. 
   There is much to see and do in the West of 
England. Bath is relatively near Thornbury 
and of course, accommodations are 
available. As the name implies, there are 
remains of the Roman and Medieval baths 
in the city, which can be toured and there is 
a fine Roman museum on the grounds. 
Walking tours of Bath are available as well 
as Friday bus tours.  A visit to Bath would 
not be complete without spending some 
time at the Costume Museum, which has 
displays from the time of the 
aforementioned Anne Boelyn to the present.  
Suggested background reading�RICK 
STEVES� GREAT BRITAIN 1996. All OF 
Rick�s books are excellent resources and are 
highly recommended. For those of you with 
AOL, go to Keyword, RickSteves and 
access his travel information. Just great!!! 
   This is the tentative itinerary for the 
Thornbury trip, along with airfare 

information which, as we all know, could 
certainly change between now and June. 
   Round trip airfare from Boston to London, 
15 June or prior is $486.40, compared to 
after 15 June, which is $650.40 and the 
deciding reason to do England before the 
TFA Meeting, along with the reasons stated 
below. This is flying either British Airways 
or American Airlines. July and August are 
the busiest tourist months in Britain, so we 
are wise to travel there in June.  My thanks 
to Julie Parrott of Table Mountain Travel in 
Golden who has been a huge help and most 
patient! 
   Saturday, 14 June 1997, fly from Boston�s 

Logan Airport to London�s 
Heathrow, possibly 
spending that first night in 
London to recuperated from 
jet lag, then a National 
Express Bus to Bath on 
Sunday, 15 June, which 
departs every 2 hours for 
the 2 ½ hour trip, or rent a 
car in London and drive 
down or take the bus and 
rent in Bath.  Drive up to 

Thornbury, which is about 30 miles north of 
Bath. Spend Sunday and Monday in and 
around Thornbury.  After this, perhaps the 
group would to arrange some sightseeing, 
doing the Cotswolds, which are most 
charming, seeing Avebury which rivals 
Stonehenge and is much more accessible, 
then on to London or whatever pleases you. 
   Back to Boston on Friday, 20 June to 
prepare for the TFA Annual Meeting on 
Saturday, 21 June at the Thayer Academy in 
Braintree. 
   The above is a revision of what was 
originally proposed, since it was decided 
that going to Thornbury prior to the 
Annual Meeting would allow showing of 
videos and sharing experiences of 
Thornbury with the folks at the Annual 
Meeting. 
   It will be up to each party to make their 
own travel and sleeping arrangements. 
However, if enough people contact me I 
will look into getting group rates. 
   For further information, I may be 
contacted as follows: 
 

MMSTRAND@aol.com 
or snail mail at: 

 
Marilyn Munn Strand 

10251 W. 44th Ave. #2-107 
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033-2892 
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A BIT TOO SOON 
By Richard L. Thayer, Billings, MT 

 
   My great grandfather, Richard L. Thayer, 
emigrated to the United States from Canada 
in 1889. He went first to Oklahoma 
Territory and then to the new state of 
Wyoming where he owned a house and lot 
in the town of Sheridan as early as 1898. 
The West was still a primitive place at that 
time; living conditions were rugged and 
conveniences were few.  There was, 
however, a sense of security because the 
threat of Indian attack was almost 
nonexistent. By 1890, all tribes had been 
subjugated and assigned to Indian 
reservations. They were being fed beef 
allotments since the wild buffalo had been 
nearly exterminated.   
   The conditions in the West in 1864, 
however, were greatly different when John 
Brooks Thayer* (1806-1864) (Caleb7-6, 
Jonathan5-4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1), went 
West to presumably explore for gold in 
Idaho Territory near Virginia City, which is 
now in Western Montana.  John�s wife, 
Mary Nichols (1806-1863), had died the 
year before.  Indian depredations were still 
common, as this was 12 years prior to the 
Custer battle. It seems that John B. Thayer 
was traveling East down the Yellowstone 
River Valley about 150 miles East of 
Virginia City (near present day Greycliff 
Montana) when he was attacked and killed 
by Indians.  The identity of the attackers is 
unknown, but they could have been 
Apsarokas on a horse stealing raid, or a 
Gros Ventres or Blackfoot war party.  I 
wonder whether he ever found gold?  Who 
escaped to tell the story that was related to 
Bezaleel Thayer while writing his book 
prior to 1874? Was John B. Thayer buried, 
or did the wolves and coyotes scatter his 
bones on the prairie? I have tried to learn 
more about this incident by searching at the 
Montana Historical Society Archives and 
reading the literature, which covers this time 
period in Montana. I have even searched for 
graves along the Yellowstone River in this 
area. So far, I have found no references or 
historical articles, which help, solve the 
mystery. Even though I have found graves 
contemporary with this time period, the 
occupants are known and were killed or 
died under difference circumstances along 
this part of the Bozeman Trail. 
   Another incident for which I have found 
more information is the death of Moses 
Mills at the hands of Cheyenne Indians in 

Wyoming Territory in 1864.  Moses Mills 
was a relative of Bezaleel Thayer, by 
marriage. It seems that Moses was traveling 
with the Townsend wagon train along the 
newly created Bozeman Trail through what 
is now Central Wyoming. On July 9th he 
was encamped near the Powder River 
Crossing and a milk cow owned by Moses 
wandered from camp in the night.  Moses 
went alone to search for the cow the next 
morning but did not return to camp. 
Members of the wagon train then went to 
search for Moses, but only found a war 
party of Cheyenne Indians. Two of the 
search party were killed by the Indians 
during the running battle and retreat to the 
relative safety of the wagon train. After the 
Indians had left the area the bodies were 
recovered and the surviving members of the 
wagon train buried their three dead 
companions and proceeded to pack up and 
quickly move on up the trail to Virginia 
City. 
   The Coffinbury wagon train arrived at the 
battle site on July 22, 1864 
and found the three graves 
desecrated by Indians 
stealing clothes and blankets 
from the bodies. Members of 
the wagon train also found 
Moses Mills� scalp hanging 
in a tree neat the camp. 
   It seems that a brother of 
Moses Mills was already in 
Virginia City and he 
immediately recognized his 
brother�s hair as he was told 
the story of the incident by 
the members of the wagon 
trains. 
   I have tried to follow the 
Bozeman Trail in the area of 
the Powder River Crossing 
and parts of the trail can still 
be traced, but there is no 
hope of finding the graves of 
Moses and his companions 
because all evidence has 
been obliterated by the 
passage of time. 
   If any Thayer cousin has more information 
regarding John or Moses I would be happy 
to hear from them so that a more complete 
story could be written about these �hair 
raising� experiences of our Thayer 
ancestors. 
   A footnote to this story is a bumper 
sticker I recently saw on a car at the 

Custer Battlefield Monument that said: 
�Custer slept here-and he still does.� 
 
Bibliography: 

1) The Thayer Genealogy, Bezaleel Thayer, 
1874. 

2) The Bloody Bozeman, Dorothy M. 
Johnson, 1871. 

3) Captain Townsend�s Battle on the 
Powder River, contributions to the 
Historical Society of Montana, Vol. 8, 
1947. 

4) Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Patricia 
Thayer Muno, 1994. 

 
 

Four Generations! 
 
   Carlton Glenroy Thayer (b. 1942) 
submitted this photograph showing four 
generations of his ancestors. Carlton�s 
grandfather is the boy in the picture. 
Albert Glenroy Thayer (b. 1892). The 
others in the picture, from left to right:  
Asa Albert Thayer (b. 1821), Glenroy 
Albert Thayer (b. 1867), Edger Glenroy 
Thayer (b. 1846). 

   Carlton�s brother is Paul Arthur Thayer 
(b. 1947). Their lineage is as follows:  
Carlton13, Glenroy, Phillips12, Tillinghast, 
Glenroy11, Albert, Edger10, Glenroy, 
Albert9, Asa, Asa8-7, Enoch6, Zebulon5, 
Benjamin4, Richard3-1 Thayer. 
 

Carlton Glenroy Thayer 
59 Scribner Rd. 

Northfield, NH  03276 
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Dear Cousins, 
 
   The following half page article, along with 
a great accompanying photo of our former 
TFA Vice-President and current director, 
James Burdette Thayer appeared in the 
Oregonian (1 Nov 1996) I am just now 
getting around to retyping this information 
so that each of you can enjoy this 
fascinating story! The article was written by 
Fran Gardner of the Oregonian staff. 
Patricia Thayer Muno. 
 

�War and Remembrance 
 
   �The sight and smell of Nazi death camp 
were too awful to recall until recently. 
   �They got there first because they were 
lost. The Army lieutenant and his platoon of 
16 men were plowing through a German-
held forest, looking for an ammunition 
dump. 
   �Instead, they stumbled into a death camp. 
Sheds and barracks and barbed wire and 
horror, a camp the Allies didn�t know 
existed until Lt. James B. Thayer and his 
men found it by accident. 
   �There were maybe 17,000 people-men, 
women and children, mostly Hungarian 
Jews --sick and starving in the forest camp, 
or lager, near the Austrian village of 
Gunskirchen. 
   �The guards had fled days before, but the 
prisoners, too weak to move, were still 
there. Others had died in a 25-mile forced 
march from the notorious Mauthausen 
concentration camp. 
   �As the American soldiers moved over 
ground made spongy my a mixture of mud 
and human excrement, the prisoners grasped 
at their combat boots and fatigues. The air 
smelled appallingly of sewage mixed with 
smoldering fires, German tobacco and 
rotting flesh. 
   �Thayer and his men radioed for help. 
They did what they could, 16 men facing 
the misery of thousands. They made the 
mistake of giving away all their chocolate, 
only to see the candy further sicken the 
starving. 
   �The sergeant who had gotten them lost in 
the first place turned away, horribly sick. 
   �The date was May 3, 1945. The war was 
almost over. Others came to take Thayer�s 
place. His platoon had it�s orders: Keep 
pushing toward Vienna. Four days later, on 
May 7, Germany surrendered. 
   �Thayer didn�t like war, the killing, but 
he was committed to the Army. He stayed 
in the Reserve until he retired with the 

rank of colonel. But the war, and the 
camp, were things he closed out of his 
consciousness. He never talked of his war 
experiences. 
   �He settled in Beaverton and became a 
pillar of the community. Ran the J. Thayer 
office products company. Served on the 
boards of businesses and colleges and 
civic organizations. Was named the 
civilian aide in Oregon to the secretary of 
the Army. Gleaned several military and 
civic awards. But still he shied away from 
his memories. 
   �Then, in 1992, he was asked to travel 
to Europe on behalf of the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum. At the airport in Vienna, a 
stranger approached Thayer. �Are you 
Jim Thayer?� �Yes,� he replied, 
wondering. You saved my life,� the 
stranger said. �I was at Gunskirchen 
Lager. If you had not come when you did, 
I would have been dead within 24 hours.� 
   �Thayer and the survivor, Art 
Finkleman, who now lives in Texas, 
traveled together to the huge death camp 
at Mauthausen.  And they went together 
to Gunskirchen Lager.  
   �Walking there, Thayer was overcome 
with the memories so acute that he could 
smell the terrific stench from 47 years 
before. For the first time, Thayer 
understood his was experience. 
   �Thayer really chanted it.� Thayer says 
today. �I realized we had saved lives 
instead of killing people. It�s a wonderful 

thing not to feel guilty about war.� 
   �Now 74, Thayer still keeps in contact 
with Finkleman, with the surviving 
members of his old platoon and with the 
other Holocaust survivors he has met in 
his travels. He�s given an oral account of 
his experiences to the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum. He�s added to his awards, the 
latest of which - the Grand Decoration of 
Honor for Service to the Republic of 
Austria - was conferred Wednesday in 
Portland by Dr. Helmut Tuerk, the 
Austrian ambassador to the United States. 
   �And he is able to talk now, about the 
grim morning of May 3, 1945, when he 
smelled death and saw the horror that for 
so long was unspeakable. 

 
   Thanks, Patricia for sending this article 
in to share with our cousins. 
   Pictured below is a copy of and 
invitation to the induction of James B. 
Thayer as Honorary Colonel of the 14th 
Infantry Regiment. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to attend. Jim has been very busy 
with the celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of World War II as Civilian 
Aid to the Secretary of the United States 
Army. We are all very proud of Jim, 
watch future newsletters for more 
information on the accomplishments of 
this dedicated man!  There was a poor 
picture (my fault) of Jim in the winter 
1995/96 issue of TTQ. I have asked Jim 
for another chance at the picture.  Editor. 
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Remembering 
H. Hobart Holly 

 
   Just before going to press with this 
newsletter we learned of the passing of H. 
Hobart Holly (See TTQ Spring 1996). 
   �Hobie was co-founder and member of 
TFA and had been acting as our 
consultant. He was the Historian for the 
Quincy, MA Historical Society and 
Historian of the Braintree, MA Historical 
Society. 
   A memorial service for �Hobie� was 
held Saturday, November 30th, In lieu of 
flowers, donations made payable to the 
Quincy Historical Society will be 
accepted for the Adams Academy Library 
Fund and may be sent to Hobie�s wife 
Virginia Nash Holly, 106 Oak Street, 
Quincy, MA 02169. 
 

Remembering 
William Thayer Shaw 

 
   TFA member William Thayer Shaw 
passed away August 29, 1966 in 
Gainesville, FL. He was born September 
24, 1917 in Bridgeport, CT. His wife, 
Margaret L. Shaw, reports: �He was 
proud to be a Thayer and associated with 
others that bear that name and always 
looked forward to receiving any 
correspondence from anyone connected to 
a Thayer family. 
 

Remembering 
George W. Thayer 

 
   George W. Thayer, born November 11, 
1937 in Binghamton, NY is son of Carleton 
Thayer and Genevieve Boyce.  He died 
September 16, 1996 in Amsterdam NY. He 
resided in Sparkers, NY since 1968 having 
moved there from Hartwick, NY. 
   George W. Thayer is survived by his wife, 
Arlene (Shepard) Thayer, sons; David 
Thayer of Ilion, NY, John Thayer of 
Sparkers, NY, Brian Thayer of Colorado 
Springs, CO, and George Thayer of 
Fultonville, NY, daughter; Katheryn Prall of 
Rural Grove, NY, brother; Ernest Thayer of 
Conyers, GA, and sister; Ruth McGeough 
of Clifton Park, NY. 
   This family is not in contact with TFA 
and is in the un-placed files of our 
Historian/Genealogist Patricia Thayer 
Muno. If you can help connect this family 
up to their immigrant ancestor please 
write Patricia at her address on the last 
page of this newsletter. 

Remembering 
Gertrude R. Thayer 

 
   Mrs. Gertrude Ruth Thayer died 
September 9, 1996 in Cooperstown, NY. 
She was born April 18, 1918 to Ezra Gage 
and Ruby Ruth Clifford. She married 
Henry Thayer on November 27, 1949 in 
Pennsylvania. Henry Thayer died October 
28, 1972. 
   Gertrude Ruth Thayer is survived by a 
son, Thomas Thayer of Milford, NY and 
two daughters; Kathryn Gohde of 
Middlefield, NY and Nancy Darling of 
Westford, NY.  
   This family is not in contact with TFA 
and is in the un-placed files of our 
Historian/Genealogist Patricia Thayer 
Muno. If you can help connect this family 
up to their immigrant ancestor please 
write Patricia at her address on the last 
page of this newsletter. 
 
   Obituaries are published at the 
discretion of the Editor with first priority 
given to TFA members, and families that 
are in our un-placed files. Please send 
Thayer related obituaries to the Editor at 
my address on the last page of this 
newsletter. 
 

CORRECTIONS 
 

TTQ summer 1996 
 
   Page 1: Nahida de Comminges was 
misspelled Corninges. 
   Page 3: Richard Leon (Dick) Thayer�s 
E-mail address is TayerMT@AOL.com. 
Note the omitted �h� in Tayer. 
   Page 8: LETTERS: Vashti married 
Ephraim Hunt not Hint. 
 

New Civil War Soldier 
 
   Patricia Thayer Muno reports finding an 
additional Civil War Soldier: Floyd 
Adelbert Thayer. Born 1849 in NY, married 
Rosilla Malisia Fox. Floyd was the son of 
Leroy Thayer and his wife Lois Perry. He 
settled in Nebraska. 
   Floyd9 Adelbert Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Floyd9, Leroy8, Isaac7, Asa6-5, 
Daniel4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
   TTQ has published lists of Civil War 
veterans in Spring and Summer 1995 issues. 
Back issues are available to TFA members 
for $2.00. Make checks payable to TFA and 
mail to TFA, P.O. Box 12, Braintree, MA 
02185-0012. 

Braintree Historical Society Hours 
 
   The Braintree Historical Society 
announces new hours for the Thayer Barn, 
Library, and offices, and Thayer House as 
follows: Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 
10AM to 4PM and Saturdays from 1 to 
4PM, or by appointment, until further 
notice. Their phone number is: 617-848-
1640. 
 

TAFT Connection! 
 
   Bertram Taft Smith has written several 
TFA officers to spread the word on the 
TAFT Project, to publish an updated 
genealogy; Taft Family in America. TFA 
Historian/Genealogist Patricia Thayer Muno 
informs me that she has records of 31 
Taft/Thayer marriages. If you have a 
connection to the Taft family and would like 
to help them gather data, please contact: 

Bertram Taft Smith 
821 Meade Drive 

Greensboro, NC   27421 
 

TFA is GROWING! 
 
   As of this writing TFA has 484 members! 
We are a world-wide organization with 
three members in England, two in Canada, 
one in Australia, and one in Japan! Many of 
your cousins are involved in writing all 
Thayers in the United States to tell them 
about TFA and ask them to join. It is 
essential that we gather as much 
genealogical information as possible on 
present day generations. If you are holding 
out, trying to find just one more birth or 
death date, WAIT NO LONGER! Please 
send your information to Patricia as soon as 
possible. Make it your new year�s 
resolution, and stick to it! 
There are other matters that cannot wait 
until the new year to be resolved. We who 
study history and genealogy can fall into 
the trap of neglecting the living. The 
holiday season is upon us and we should 
be spending time with our friends and 
family. This can be a very stressful time 
of the year for many of us. One thing that 
can add to the stress is broken or strained 
friendships and relationships. Who�s 
house will we go to this year? What if so-
and-so is there? Why hasn�t she/he called 
me all year? He/she owes me a phone call. 
The list is endless. This year YOU must 
take the trouble to mend a relationship 
and add goodness to this holiday season. 
Richard A. Thayer, Editor    END. 


