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ANOTHER BRANCH OF 
THAYERS 

 
DESCENDANTS OF 

THEODORE THOMAS THAYER 
by 

Marcia Thayer McGhee 
 

   In July 1996, the descendants of Theodore 
Thomas Thayer (1827-1876) gathered in 
Philadelphia, PA for our 12th bi-annual Family 
Reunion. Our family is scattered throughout the 
U.S. from California to Delaware, but our roots 
are in Charleston, SC. Since 1972 we have had 
wonderful family reunions, meeting in a different 
city each time. 
   My father, Robert Nathaniel Thayer Sr. (b. 
1907), started these gatherings after a nostalgic 
visit home in 1971. He had moved to Chicago, 
IL. in 1928 and only returned to Charleston twice 
in that 40 year period. Now, in 1971 he felt an 
urgent need to return to the place of his youth and 
to visit his only living sibling, Eloise Amanda 
(Thayer) Rollerson (1885-1975). That was a great 
one-on-one reunion and the next year Robert 
brought all of his children, grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews and cousins that he could find to meet 
and greet each other in Charleston. For many it 
was a first face to face meeting. Thus the 
beginning of a great adventure in family 
togetherness. 
   Robert Nathaniel Thayer Sr. is the 13th and 
only surviving child of William Lawrence Thayer 
(1859-1940). William married Theresa Jones arid 
they had five children, Christopher Alonzo 
Thayer (1882-1936) was the 2nd child of that 
marriage. Theresa died at a young age and later 
William married Margaret Jones and they had 
eight children. 
   During the depression years the Thayer boys, 
like many others, left the South seeking jobs in 
the big cities; N.Y., Philadelphia, Chicago and 
Jacksonville, Fl. Alonzo had graduated from 
Fiske University and soon settled in Philadelphia 
where he was employed by the Urban League.  

 
William Lawrence Thayer (1859-1940) 

 
This led him to a post in Chicago as head of the 
Job Placement division of the Chicago Urban 
league. Alonzo and his family did well in 
Chicago until his long term illness and death at 
age 54 years in 1936. His is obituary was 
published in the Chicago Tribune Newspaper. 
   One reader of that obituary was Clarence 
Holmes Thayer, Investment and Securities 
broker in Chicago and resident of suburban 
Evanston, IL. Clarence contacted nay father, 
indicating an indicating an interest in our 
family and a possible direct relationship to us. 
Clarence visited our home and he and Dad 
talked about family and Charleston. It was also 

noted by my parents and Clarence that 
grandpa William and Clarence looked 
enough alike �to be brothers or certainly 
cousins.� Robert and Clarence maintained 
occasional contact for about two years but 
no definite relationship was ever confirmed. 
But lo and behold, now in 1997, Tricia 
Muno tells me of letter from Natalie Thayer 
Campbell and her sister Beatrice Thayer 
Pittman, daughters of Clarence Holmes 
Thayer. Certainly, I will be trying to 
revitalize a family contact started in 1936. 
   My search for my great-grandfather, 
Theodore Thomas Thayer�s parentage, full 
name of his wife and listing of his children 
other than grandpa William and two siblings, 
has been at a standstill for several years now. I 
have a piece here, a relationship there and lots 
of leads but no confirmations. Tracing 
African-American ancestry through the 1800�s 
can be a tedious process that sometimes takes 
a most circuitous route. Before the 1870�s the 
Census records did not list slaves by names 
and many �free persons of color� were not 
listed either. However it was the 1870 
Census that first noted the name, age, sex, 
color, p1ace of birth and occupation of all 
Americans. Yet, it is important that one be 
cautious in using this census to try and 
reconstruct family units. According David 
H. Streets, in his book; Slave Genealogy: A 
Research Guide with Case Studies (Heritage 
Books Inc. 1986), ��there are many 
individuals grouped together in a single 
household unit who were not related. This is 
particularly true of households comprising 
former slaves.�� Out of necessity, former 
slaves and free blacks were forced to unite 
together for social and economic reasons. 
   The 1880 Census was the first to record 
the birthplace of each persons father and 
mother and to list the relationship of each 
member of the household to the head of that 
household. Since there had been little 
significance given to a slaves actual birth 
date, ages given in later census records can 
be quite incorrect and the classification of 
color in any one census may not be correct.  
continued 
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   All data recorded, frequently, was only as 
reliable as the knowledge of the census taker. 
There were many free blacks from the 
Caribbean Islands and many blacks of mixed 
racial parentage living along the eastern coast, 
especially the Carolinas, Georgia and 
Maryland. In tracing through records, one 
might find that the color or racial classification 
of one individual may vary in subsequent 
census records, going from white/male to 
mulatto/male to black/male and sometimes 
back to white/ male. 
   My personal experience in this situation 
centers around T. Heyward Thayer Jr. who 
appears in the 1850 Census of Charleston, 
SC living in T. Heyward Thayer, Sr.�s 
household. The Jr. Thayer is 23 years old, 
white/male, a Postal Clerk and Clarence 
Thayer, 21 years old white/male is also 
listed �in N.Y. Law School.� In the 1900 
Census, T Heyward Thayer Jr. is listed as 
still employed as a Postal Clerk but 
classified as a Mulatto/male with wife 
Maria. A death certificate Index Card in the 
Charleston County Library shows his death 
in 1902 and lists him as white/male, widow 
Maria. In the early 1900 records of a black 
church, Centenary United Methodist 
Church, I found Maria Thayer listed as 
widow of T. H. Thayer. 
   Other helpful resources in tracing African-
American Ancestry are the Freedmen�s 
Bureau Records, Probate Records of Wills, 
County Tax Records and Church Records. 
   The Freedmen�s Bureau was created by 
Congress during the final days of the Civil 
War to assist former slaves, providing them 
help in locating family members, setting up 
schools, buying land and providing legal 
sanction to slave marriages. The Bureau 
only lasted until 1872. 
   David Streets notes that one of the great 
ironies of researching slave ancestry is that 
one of the most valuable sources of 
information is provided by the slave owner 
himself---the owner�s Last Will and 
Testament. These records are found in the 
County Probate Records of Wills. Since 
slaves were legally considered property, 
they figure prominently in the probate 
records of slave owners. Also of great help 
are the County Deed Books which record 
the Bill of Sale of slaves, deeds of gifts, and 
the temporary hiring out of slaves for a 
specific length of time or a specific job or 
training. Some slaves who were �hired out� 
never returned to the original slave owner or 
while hired out were able to work and earn 
enough money to buy their freedom. Many 
free blacks took in or bought slaves as part 
of the hiring out process to teach a trade,  
 

 
Robert Nathaniel Thayer born 1907 

 

 
Eloise Amanda Thayer Rollerson (1885-1975) 

 
paid the slave a salary, and helped him or her 
buy their freedom 

The County Tax Records may also provide 
information on individuals who might not be 
recorded in the census or marriage records, but 
as a person of economic value may appear in a 
Tax Record. 
   Church records are of special value 
because oftentimes, this is the only 
recording of a marriage or birth. Church 
records usually include names, dates, and 
family relationships. It was in the records of 
the Centenary United Methodist Episcopal 

Church that I could place some connection 
between T. Heyward Thayer Jr. and my 
immediate family. 
   In 1983, my sister Audrey and I visited 
Charleston on a search for more information 
about our ancestors. We went to Centenary 
Church, where my grandfather William and all 
of his family were staunch members. We knew 
we would find all answers in the church 
records. However, the Pastor informed us that 
the huge red leather bound record books were 
at Mr. and Mrs. Poinsette�s home. They had 
volunteered to index and catalog the entries 
from the mid 1880�s through the early 1900�s. 
Finding and visiting with the Poinsettes was 
not a problem because they are my father�s 
old- time school buddies and have maintained 
periodic contact with Dad throughout the 
years. However, the years we were interested 
in had not been indexed yet and we were not 
able to check each and every entry. We did 
find my father, his parents, his siblings and 
some aunts and uncles. We also found 
Maria U. Thayer listed as the widow of T. 
Heyward Thayer, Jr. Once again T. 
Heyward Thayer Jr. is placed in some 
proximity to my father and his family in 
Charleston. SC. 
   On that same trip to Charleston, sister 
Audrey and I explored the Holloway 
Scrapbook at the College of Charleston 
Library. Our reason for pouring through this 
huge box of un-cataloged bits of papers, 
bills and letters was that the 1790 Census 
shows Thayer and Holloway, 2 males, 16-
20 years old, living in the same household. 
Many Holloways were listed in the 
Centenary Church records that we reviewed 
and they continue to be active members of 
the Church. In that �scrapbook� we found a 
Passport for Richard Holloway of 
Maryland, allowing passage through Indian 
territory (also considered to be runaway 
slave territory). Also, there was a letter from 
Richard Holloway to his wife, still residing 
in the �islands.� It was noted that she was of 
Portuguese and West-Indian background. In 
several accountings there have been 
mentions of Thayers who traveled back and 
forth between the Islands and South 
Carolina, working as seamen or merchants. 

With many �tid-bits� of information and 
some knowledge of the history of 
Charleston, I still don�t have complete or 
confirmed record of my great-grandfather 
Theodore Thomas Thayer. Hopefully I 
will be able to put this puzzle together by 
the time of our next Family Reunion in 
July 1998. An information or clues that- 

continued 
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Continued from page 2 
 
you may have will be most appreciated. 
May we all enjoy good researching days 
in 1997. 

 
Mary Ella Thayer Browne 1892-1948 

 
   Patricia Thayer Muno adds the 
following footnote on Marcia�s lineage: 
 
   We seem to both agree that Theodore 
Thomas Thayer in the 8th generation was 
the son of either T.H.S. Thayer or his 
brother, T.E. Thayer. More research is 
needed. 
Marcia Thayer11, Robert Nathaniel 
Thayer10, William Lawrence Thayer9 
Theodore Thomas Thayer8, Heyward 
Sinclair Thayer7 OR T. Ebenezer Thayer7 

(brothers), Ebenezer Thayer6, Ebenezer 
Thayer5, Nathaniel Thayer4, Cornelius 
Thayer3, Nathaniel Thayer2, Richard 
Thayer1. 
 
   Although we do not have proof that this 
is the right connection, there is plenty of 
evidence (similarity of names and 
locations and physical resemblance to 
other descendants in this line) to indicate 
that this is correct. We have just been 
unable so far to determine which of the 
sons of Ebenezer6 was the progenitor! 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

By 
Paul G. Thayer 

Membership Chairman 
 

The mass mailing project in which a large 
number of TFA volunteers sent letters of 
invitation to over 4,000 Thayer families in all 
50 states and D.C. was completed in early 
December, 1996. The project was initiated by 
TFA Recruiting Chairman David M. Thayer of 
Dundee, IL more that a year ago when he 

purchased a mailing list of over 6,000 Thayer 
families living in the U.S., and began to send 
letters to Thayers living in his area of the 
country. Other members joined in, and the 
results were so successful that TFA President 
Al Morton decided to expand the program and 
enlisted additional members to volunteer to 
send out letters to Thayers in their own state or 
neighboring states. The result has been a 
substantial increase in new members, all done 
at very reasonable cost to TFA, mainly due to 
the fact that many of the volunteers sent the 
letters at their own expense, or partly at their 
own expense. The current membership count 
is 588 members, an increase of more than 200 
over that of a year ago. TFA is becoming one 
of the larger and more active family 
associations. 
   The following dedicated TFA members have 
very generously given of their time and funds 
to send letters to the states indicated opposite 
their names: 
 
Stuart Thayer, New Orleans, LA, AL, MS, TX. 
Pat O�Sullivan, Kingman, AZ, NM, TX. 
Joyce Thayer, Lafayette, LA, AR, MO. 
Al Morton, Penfield, NY, HI, ID, MT, NV, 
MI. 
Timothy Como, Hickory, NC, DE, NJ. 
Mary Buchholz, Belle Fourche, S.D., ND, SD. 
William R. Elms, Stow, OH. 
Gene Thayer, Stockton, CA. 
Leslie O�Hara, San Francisco, CA. 
Thayer Reese, Ventura, CA. 
Marilynn Strand, Wheat Ridge, CO. 
Raymond A. Thayer, N. Quincy, MA. 
William R. Thayer, Longmeadow, MA. 
Roland Clark, Rosamond, CA, OR. 
Jim and Geri Thayer, Chehalis, WA. 
Julianne Mevis, Wauwatosa, WI, MI. 
   David M. Thayer & Paul C. Thayer mailed 
to the remaining states, not listed above. 
   The results of this project, which we think 
may be unprecedented among family 
associations, should continue to bring in new 
members for many months to come, as word is 
spread about the existence of TFA. However, 
the recruitment of new members is an on-
going process necessary to off-set the normal 
attrition rate, so all members are urged to help 
in this process by contacting family members, 
other Thayer descendents in your area, etc. A 
gift membership to a family member is 
something to be enjoyed year round, and often 
creates interest in family 
 

THE THAYER FAMILY 
REUNION 

AND 
TFA ANNUAL MEETING. 

By 
Albert Thayer Morton 

TFA President 
 

   Dear TFA Members, and interested 
persons, 
   The annual meeting of the Thayer 
Families Association will be held June 21, 
1997 in Braintree, MA. This year we are 
calling it: THE THAYER FAMILY 
REUNION AND TFA ANNUAL 
MEETING. 
   The reunion will begin 10:00 am, 
Saturday, June 21. Sign-in for the Annual 
Meeting is at 12:00, with the meeting to 
follow at 1:00. I intend to keep the meeting 
as short as possible, but of course, anyone 
who wishes will have a chance to speak. 
There will be festivities after the meeting, 
including dinner. At this time, the details are 
being worked out. I�ll give you the final 
details in the next Quarterly, and on The 
Home Page. 
   I hope to make the week preceding the 
meeting more like a family reunion. During 
that week, several members of the TFA will 
be returning from a memorable trip to 
Thornbury, England, thanks to the efforts of 
our director, Marilynn. Thornbury is the 
ancestral scat of the Thayer Family, and 
we�re all looking forward to hearing details 
of the trip. 
   I am scheduling the business meetings to 
start on Wednesday, June 18. The meetings 
will take place Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm, and will be 
held at the Braintree Historical Society 
Library. I hope to keep these meetings brief, 
discussing only issues that need to be resolved 
before the general meeting, Saturday at 1:00. 
Anyone in Braintree on those days is welcome 
to attend any of these meetings. 
   My emphasis this year is on the family 
reunion. I hope to leave most of the time open 
for socializing, touring, and getting to know 
one another. 
   I�ll be staying in a suite in my name at the 
�TARA� Sheraton in Braintree. Voice mail 
will be available on the suite phone. If you are 
unable to reach me, please call the suite and 
leave a message. I�ll get back to you as soon as 
possible to answer questions about events, 
meetings, etc. The suite will be registered in 
the name of Albert Thayer Morton, but asking 
for the �Thayer� suite will hopefully get you 
connected, too. 
   I hope to give you more details in the Spring 
newsletter, and via the TFA Home Page on 
internet in May. 

 
I�m looking forward to seeing all of you 

in June. 
 
Sincerely, 
Al Morton, President, TFA



4 

UNPLACED THAYERS OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

By 
Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   The table at the right begins our list of unplaced Thayer heads 
of families that were born, married, died, or resided in the state of 
Pennsylvania. By unplaced we mean that these Thayers are in my 
files but are not linked by relationship to one of the known 
immigrant ancestors. Each couple listed may have children who 
were omitted from this list for brevity. Also, Charles Thayer (b. 
1845) was born in Wales, John Thayer (b. 1874) was born in 
Sweden, and Patrick Thayer (b. 1840) was born in Ireland. 
   We need YOUR help finding the ancestors of these Thayers. If 
you can link just one of these couples to an ancestor you could 
help hundreds of descendants. If you have any information on a 
possible ancestor for these Thayers, please write me! 
 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 SW 161 Place 

Beaverton, OR 97007-6336 
 

MORE CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS FOUND! 
 

By 
Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   Through continuing efforts of TFA members I have nine more 
Thayer Civil War veterans to report: 
Stephen9 Howard Thayer was born 24 May 1842 in New York 
City, NY. He was the son of Stephen Howard Thayer and Harriet 
Sophia Holden. He married Anna Fraser Thurber (b. 1846). He 
left Columbia College in 1863 and enlisted in the 17th New York 
State Militia following a call for reinforcements after the battle of 
Gettysburg. He was a long time judge in the city of Yonkers, NY 
and died in 1932 at the age of 90. His lineage is as follows: 
Stephen9-8-7, Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1. 
 

Submitted by Lloyd Carlton Thayer: 
 
   Jacob8 Thayer, born 18 June 1829 (of) Cameron, Steuben Co., 
NY. He was the son of Jacob Thayer and Hannah Clark. He 
married Julia F. Wimple. I do not have information on his service, 
but I know that he resided in Carlton Twp., Kenaunee Co., WI. 
His lineage is as follows: Jacob8-7, Bathsheba6, Isaac5-4-3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 

Submitted by Pat Thayer of Portland, OR: 
 
   Seth9 Darius Thayer was born 28 Sept. 1835 in Bloomfield, 
Oakland Co., MI. He was the son of Darius Thayer and Diadama 
Jencks. He married three times; Catherine Crosby (1835-1863), 
Jane Powel (b. 1836) and Sophia Freeland. His lineage is as 
follows: Seth9, Darius8, William7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uriah4, 
Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 

Submitted by Barbara Reniker of Paris, TN: 
 

   Elias T. Thayer was born about 1825. He served as a 
corporal in A Co., 211th Pennsylvania Infantry. He married 
Lavia S. (_____) with whom he had five children. Elias died 
10 Oct. 1881 and is buried in Greenwood Cemetery in 
Boliver, MO. His parentage is unknown, (see list at right), 
continued 

UNPLACED THAYER OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 
THAYER  BORN SPOUSE(S) 
 
THAYER, Adelbert  1849 Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER, Arthur D.  1892 Jeannie (_____) 
THAYER, Benjamin  1872 Ettie (_____) 
THAYER, Bert L.  1887 Ella (_____) 
THAYER, Burton G.  1869 Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER, C. L.  1853 Lizzie (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1868 Mabel (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1871 Victoria (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1845 Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER, Charles  1867 Martha BIRCHARD 
THAYER, Charles A.  1836 Nettie KINSINGTON 
     Mary C. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles C.  1835 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, Charles E.  1853 Valeria R. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles F.  1851 Rhoda L. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles F.  1863 Alice LYNCH 
THAYER, Charles H.  1856 Rose O. (_____) 
THAYER, Charles L.  1851 Jennie (_____) 
THAYER, Charles W. 1885 Fay N. (_____) 
THAYER, Danford C. 1865 Rosa C. KRAMER 
THAYER, E.  1829 M. (_____) 
THAYER, E. H.  1812 Esther A. (_____) 
THAYER, Edgar W.  1861 Emma L. (_____) 
THAYER, Edward E.  1837 Mary A. (_____) 
THAYER, Elias T.  1825 Lavinia (_____) 
THAYER, Frank  1886 Sarah JOHNSTON 
THAYER, Frank  1888 Mary FUSCHEN 
THAYER, Frank  1863 Amanda ROBBINS 
THAYER, Frank  1877 Maud (_____) 
THAYER, Frank B. H. 1888 May (_____) 
THAYER, Frank N.  1867 Nana (_____) 
THAYER, Fred  1881 Charlotte DAWSON 
THAYER, Fred F.  1885 Alice (_____) 
THAYER, Fred N.  1856 Carrie A. (_____) 
THAYER, G. C.  1847 Jennie (_____) 
THAYER, George  1867 Elsie (_____) 
THAYER, George  1820 Catherine (_____) 
THAYER, George  1888 Eva (_____) 
THAYER, George L.  1855 Flora Ida (_____) 
THAYER, George W.  1863 Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER, George W.  1822 Thankful SWARTWOOD 
THAYER, Gershom A. 1850 Martha (_____) 
THAYER, Hammond  1893 Beth (_____) 
THAYER, Harry A.  1830 Alice COX 
THAYER, Harry G.  1837 Sallie A. (_____) 
THAYER, Harry H.  1875 Mary E. (_____) 
THAYER, Henry D.  1864 Mary Blanch (_____) 
THAYER, Henry N.  1862 Elsie (_____) 
THAYER, J. C.  1888 Josephine (_____) 
THAYER, Jairus H.  1868 Anna A. COYLE 
THAYER, James  1887  Elizabeth (_____) 
THAYER, James  1864 Jennie (_____) 
THAYER, James E.  1859 Mary (_____) 
THAYER, James G.  1835 Amyanette (_____) 
THAYER, James L.  1875 Grace D. HEPBARN 
THAYER, James M.  1875 Mary COLLINS 
THAYER, James N.  1868 Rebecca WARNER 
THAYER, Jason  1786 Tamor Ann MILLIMAN 
     Abigail ABBOTT  
THAYER, Jerome Bonaparte 1827 Pattie (_____) 
THAYER, John  1874 Johanna D. (_____) 
THAYER, John  1850 Anna (_____) 
THAYER, John  1879 Huldah (_____) 
THAYER, John B.  1876 Cora (_____) 
THAYER, John Charles 1839 Parte (_____) 
THAYER, John G.  1792 Sarah SWEET 
    Mary Davis 
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Civil War Veterans (continued) 
 

Submitted by Lynne Bartholomay of RI: 
 
   Squires8 M. Thayer was born 3 May 1830 in Lima, Livingston 
Co., NY. He was the son of Peter Thayer and Sarah McCrary. He 
married Elvira E. Hamilton on 28 Dec.1865. Squire served in 
Company F of the 5th Missouri Cavalry. His lineage is as follows: 
Squire8, Peter7-6-5, Thomas4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 

Submitted by LuAnne Kriebs of Omaha, NE: 
 
   Levi8 Davis Thayer was born in 1839. He was the son of 
Ferdinand Thayer and Catherine Grant. Levi served in Co. G, 
141st Pennsylvania Infantry from 13 Aug. 1862 to 28 May 1865. 
In the 30 Aug. 1890 issue of the Daily Nebraska State Journal: 
�Washington DC August 1890, Nebraska pensions granted today: 
Levi D. Thayer, Danebrog, Howard Co., NE.� Levi�s lineage is as 
follows: Levi8, Ferdinand7, Aaron6, Stephen5, Samuel4, Thomas3, 
Ferdinand2, Thomas1. 
 

Two Submitted by Dawn Thayer Chandler: 
 
   Stephen (or Seymour) B. Thayer was born 1815 in New York. He 
was the son of Lyman Elanson Thayer and Fanny Butler. In Beyond 
These Gates �Dr. S. B. Thayer� was a doctor in Battle Creek, MI, 
where he �assisted Erastus Hussey in the operation of the 
underground railroad. He enlisted in the Civil War, and served as a 
surgeon in the Merrill Horse Cavalry...� 
   From Tales of Battle Creek we learn: �Another outstanding 
physician of that era was Dr. Seymour B. Thayer (1815-1874) who 
practiced here before moving to Detroit. He joined Merrill�s Horse 
Battalion as surgeon and after the Civil War returned to practice in 
Battle Creek the rest of his life. His particular interest and labors were 
directed to the establishment of a School of Homeopathy at the 
University of Michigan.� 
   I have this individual as Stephen and I am not sure if Stephen or 
Seymour is correct. His lineage is as follows: Stephen8, Lyman7, 
Stephen6-5, Samuel4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 
   Frances9 Melvin (Frank) Thayer was born 28 Jan 1842 (of) Scipio, 
Seneca County, OH. He was the son of David8 Barnes and Ann 
Richardson. He married Hannah Ann Kimber about 1868 and they 
were the parents of 7 children, (however I only have 6, perhaps one 
died young. 

From Dawn we learn; ��He migrated with his family from 
Bellfontain, OH to Iowa where he joined the Grand Army of the 
Republic and was in Co. D in the Iowa 27th Infantry. The company 
was in battles at Holly Springs, Comith, Pleasant Hill, and at the 
siege of Nashville. He was mustered out in 6 May 1865...The 
Thayers came to Battle Creek (Ml) in 1899 where Frank was 
employed as general foreman by the Battle Creek Sanitarium, until 
he retired in 1917 at the age of 73...he died 1 Nov 1920.� 

Francis9 lineage is as follows: Francis9, David8, Asahel7, Abner6, 
Jacob5, Daniel4, Nathaniel3, Riclmard2-1. 
 

Submitted by Virginia Thayer Lanier, Glaxton, GA: 
 
Clarence7 Cordes Thayer was a Confederate soldier during the 
Civil War. He was born in Charleston, SC. In 1851 he married 
Susan F. Greenleaf of Cambridge, MA. 

Continued at right 

UNPLACED THAYER OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 
THAYER  BORN SPOUSE(S) 

 
THAYER, John Q.  1814 Eliza B. PROUTY 
THAYER, John Perry  1846 Louisa C. ROTH 
THAYER, John W.  1848 Mary A. (_____) 
THAYER, John W.  1878 Grace HAMILTON 
THAYER, Joseph  1891 Lila (_____) 
THAYER, Kyle  1895 Teresa (_____) 
THAYER, Leon  1878 Nellie (_____) 
THAYER, Lester R.  1872 Gertrude (_____) 
THAYER, Lewis  1861 Nellie (_____) 
THAYER, Lewis  1812 Eliza ALLIS 
     Elizabeth PAYNE 
THAYER, Mark A.  1885 Sarah (_____) 
THAYER, Nathan  1822 Hannah (_____) 
THAYER, Nathan P.  1836 Elizabeth F. (_____) 
THAYER, Nathaniel S. 1864 Carrie A. (_____) 
THAYER, Newell H.  1845 Rena (_____) 
THAYER, Patrick  1840 Julia (_____) 
THAYER, Preston S.  1856 Viola A. (_____) 
THAYER, Ralph W.  1874 Gladys A. (_____) 
THAYER, Ray A.  1889 Nina E. (_____) 
THAYER, Reuben  1860 Florence (_____) 
THAYER, Rowland Arthur 1884 Elsie REIGER 
THAYER, Russell A.  1825 Henrietta A. (_____) 
THAYER, Thomas  1847 Helen YOUNG 
THAYER, Walter  1880 Marnja (_____) 
THAYER, William  1858 Harriet (_____) 
THAYER, William  1856 May (_____) 
THAYER, William A. (or E.) 1864 Nettie (or Nellie) S. (_____) 
THAYER, William E.  1844 Helen (_____) 
THAYER, William H. 1840 Martha Jane LUTHER 
THAYER, William J.  1868 Lucretia COOMBS 
THAYER, William L. T. 1844 Lucy A. (_____) 
THAYER, William Norman 1870 Marietta EILENBERGER 
THAYER, William R.  1888 Alta H. LAMB 
THAYER, William T.  1877 Edith P. (_____) 
 
   Clarence Cordes Thayer was attending Harvard Law School in 
Cambridge, MA. Upon graduation Clarence and his wife moved 
to Charleston where he practiced law. Clarence and his wife 
Susan were living near Charleston with their two small sons, 
Clarence Holmes Thayer and Claude Greenleaf Thayer, at the 
time Sherman marched through. Another son had also been born 
to this couple in 1852 and died of �dropsy on the brain� in 1853 
while the couple was still in Cambridge. Another descendant, 
Natalie9 Thayer Campbell, shared in a letter that the family lived 
on a plantation which they owned near Orangeburg, SC. Because 
their mother, Susan, was from Cambridge their crops were 
spared, �but the slaves were freed.� Natalie goes on to say: �My 
grandmother (Susan) took her two little boys to New Orleans to 
live, where they were until my Father (Clarence Holmes Thayer) 
transferred his business to Chicago. The lineage of those 
mentioned is as follows: Natalie9 Thayer Campbell, Clarence8 
Holmes Thayer, Clarence7 Cordes Thayer, Thomas6 Heyward 
Sinclair Thayer, Ebenezer5-4, Cornelius3, Nathaniel2, Richard1. 
   This family was previously in my unplaced files and their 
placement was found with the help of Family Representative 
Marcia Thayer McGhee who may be descended Ebenezer Thayer 
in the 5th generation listed above. (See related story on page 1.) 
 
   Please note that previous lists of Civil War Veterans have 
been published in the following issues of The Thayer 
Quarterly; Spring 1995, Summer 1995, Fall 1996.   Ed.
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Historian�s Report Winter 1997 
By 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
   Probably the most exciting news we have to 
share is the tremendous success of the Mass 
Mailing Project. Our membership has 
increased incredibly since this work was 
accomplished. As most of you know, the 
original deadline for the acceptance of any 
new information for inclusion in the 
forthcoming Thayer genealogy was 31 Dec 
1996. It is because of the diligent efforts of 
members that contributed their hard work in 
attempting to informing every Thayer family 
in America of this worthwhile project that the 
deadline has been changed to 30 June 1997. 
This will mean that I will commence the 
formatting of A Comprehensive Genealogy of 
the Thayer Family of America upon my return 
home from our Thayer Family Reunion and 
TFA Annual I Meeting to he held the week of 
June 18th through the 22nd. Your TFA leaders 
have been working the last two months to pull 
together the necessary elements to make this 
1997 gathering an event �to die for!� Please set 
aside this week to come and meet with us in 
Braintree, MA at that time. Our emphasis will 
be on having fun and getting to know one 
another! Watch for additional details, and hope 
to see you THAYER! 
   If large amounts of �raw� or non-compiled 
information is submitted in the next few 
months, it may not be received in time to be 
included in the publication. I have an 
incredible backlog of requests and 
submissions, regardless of the extensive 
amount of hours I have expended trying to 
keep up with the e-mail and �snail mail� 
correspondence! fldt During the months 
immediately following the Mass Mailing 
Project, I was receiving upwards of 100 e-
mail messages a day! If you are one of those 
individuals still waiting for a response to 
your mailing, I thank you for your patience 
and long-suffering. I will earnestly attempt 
to respond to each that requires a response. 
My sincere gratitude to the numerous 
Thayers who sent words of appreciation and 
encouragement to me at Christmas time. 
   Also, I must put a deadline of three more 
months on the submission of pictures to be 
included in the comprehensive genealogy. 
Please send your pre-1920 photographs of 
Thayer ancestors to our TEA photographer 
for his duplication. 
 

Robert William Thayer 
1194 Parkwood Blvd. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
 

Introducing New Family Representatives 
 
   Bruce Errol Thayer of Fairchild, WI will 
serve as the Family Representative for the 
descendants of Martin P. Thayer and Elmira 
Collar. Martin was born 1822 in Litchfield 
Co., CT and died 1860 in WI. His wife, Elmira 
was born 1830 and died 1887. This couple 
went to Fond du Lac County in Wisconsin in 
1849, eventually settling in Empire Township 
where they lived tine remained of their lives 
and are buried. Many of their descendants 
remain in that area to this day. 
   Bruce is a farmer and educator with a 
background in History, Social, and Political 
Science. His work in teaching Adult Basic 
Education at time local Vocational College 
in time last decade has been the most 
rewarding tune of his life. Bruce�s premise 
for teaching current affairs is that �to 
appreciate what we have today, we need to 
know who and what was sacrificed for our 
freedoms and responsibilities.� This came 
about through an assignment in his 
Freshman Civics class when his teacher 
wanted the students to know where they 
came from! 

 
Bruce and Karen Thayer 

 
   If you have information to share with 
Bruce on the line of Martin and Elmira, he 
may be reached at: ToRoy Farm, W14101 
County Rd. B, Fairchild, WI 54741. E-
mail address: ToRoyFarrn@aol.com. 
Bruce is shown here with his wife Karen. 

 
Randy and Cindy Thayer 

 
   Randy James Thayer of Dimondale, MI 
found us through the Internet! He will serve as 
Family Representative for the descendants of 
Willard Thayer (1813-1876) and Amelia 
NEAR (1824-1909). Willard was of Carroll, 
Chautauqua Co., NY; he settled with his 
family in Aurelius, Ingham Co., Michigan 
about 1851. If you have information to share 
with Randy on the descendants of this couple, 
please contact him at: 4478 hiailcy Road, 
Dimondale, MI 48821-9705. E-mail address: 
RJThay@aol.com. Randy is shown here with 
his lovely wife, Cindy. 
 

 
Lynne and Eric with daughters Allison and Diane 

 
Lynne Thayer Bartholomay of 
Kingstown, RI has been representing the 
line of George Washington Thayer (1817-
1892) and Candace Rising (1808-1880). 
Lynne is one of my first family 
representatives. She can be contacted at: 130 
Sedgefield Rd., North Kingstown, RI, 
02852-3818. 
   This is probably the third picture I have been 
sent of Lynne. I apologize for taking so long iii 
getting one in the newsletter. Ed. 

continued 
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Lonnie, Cyndi, LJ, Clay, Curt, Kordell Thayer 

 
   Lonnie Eugene Thayer and his wife Cyndi 
will serve jointly as Family Representatives 
for the descendants of their earliest know 
ancestors, Ira Allen Thayer (1872-1941) and 
Anna Katherine RUPPERT (born 1872). 
This couple�s earliest known origins 
commence in Peoria, Peoria Co., IL. The 
couple settled in Montgomery County, IA 
by 1900 and then in Frontier County, NE 
where they lived the remainder of their 
lives. Their descendants settled primarily in 
NE, but also spread out to KS, CO, NV, TX, 
FL and AZ. 
   Ira and Anna remain in my �Unplaced� 
files. If anyone has any information that 
may help Lonnie and Cyndi with the 
parentage of Ira Allen Thayer, or 
information to share on the descendants of 
this couple, please contact them at 7721-A 
Saratoga Ave., Tucson, AZ 85708. E-mail 
address: Rodeodust@aol.com. Lonnie, who 
works as a security guard and Cyndi, who 
runs a day care in their home, are shown 
here with their four adorable sons, �LJ,� 
Clay, Kurt, and Kordell. And these guys go 
roller-blading at the end of every day, just 
for exercise?! 
 
    We are always looking for new writing 
talent and fresh ideas for our great 
newsletter! Is your branch of the family 
planning a Reunion this summer? If so, you 
may wish to send your information to our 
editor so that it can be announced in the next 
newsletter. 

If you have E-mail and have not let us 
know, please share your on-line addresses 
with us. Notices can be sent to Barbara 
Reese at Windancer3@aol.com. Barbara is 
kindly helping me keep track of the many, 
many Thayers who have joined us online! 

   If you have not checked out our 
AWESOME TFA home page on the World 
Wide Web lately--you will be pleasantly 
surprised!! 
The site can be found by most web browsers 
if you enter �Thayer Families� 
(www.geocities.com/heartland/plains/4507/ 
tfa.htm) Lee Thayer, our hard-working 
Internet Chairman keeps adding new pages 
and some really amazing Thayer related 
links. So many of our �new� cousins are 
finding us through this great service! Lee, 
who is serving in the Navy in Japan, is 
going to be out to sea for a few months and 
Robert James Thayer of VA will be helping 
to keep the pages current. Our thanks to Bob 
for his willingness to help in this capacity! 
Bob may be reached at the following e-mail 
address: RThayer@idsonhine.com. If you 
are one of our on-line Family 
Representatives, and if you have not already 
done so--please let us know that it is ok to 
list your e-mail address on the home page. 
   Representative, Lu Anne Kriebs of 
Omaha, NE has performed a valuable 
service of extracting a large assortment of 
Thayer-related NE, IA, and IL records over 
the years. She has organized and 
computerized all this data and submitted it 
for our files. Many thanks to Lu Anne for 
this project. 

Member, Patricia O�Sullivan of Kingman, 
AZ is a perfect example of a most willing 
assistant. Pat is never waiting around for 
someone to seek her out--she is always 
camped on my e-mail doorstep asking: 
�Next assignment, Tricia?� 
   Rep Jerry Thayer and wife, Judy, of 
Hampton, VA have made some gigantic 
strides in the Vermont research this last Fall 
during one of their jaunts to that state. 
   We can all be very thankful for the 
volunteered services of G. David Thayer of 
Salem, OR. David found us through surfing 
the Internet when he came across our TFA 
home page. He has made a couple of trips to 
visit with me here in Beaverton, and will be 
helping me with the tedious work of 
formatting our forthcoming Thayer family 
genealogy! 
 

Genealogical QUERIES 
 
QUERY: Seeking parentage of Lewis 
Thayer, born about 1812 of Wyoming Co., 
PA. He married Eliza ALLIS (1814-1862). 
The couple resided in Bradford County, PA 
and Brooklyn, NY, where they appear to 
have settled by 1860/1865. Eliza died in 
Brooklyn and it is believed Lewis may have 
died there also. Their children, born in PA, 
were: Villetta (1839-1941). Corydon E. 

(1843-1911), Oscar (1844) and Josephine 
(1846). Descendants settled in KS, WY, MT 
& WA. Anyone having information please 
contact Bette Thayer Forgy at 398 Vosberg 
Lane, Goldendale, WA 98620-3415. 
 
QUERY: Seeking parentage of Ira Allen 
Thayer born 1872 of Peoria county, IL. 
Resided in Montgomery Co., IA and 
Frontier Co, NE. Please contact the 
Historian if you know anything of this 
individual. 
 
QUERY: Who was the American Writer, 
Nancy Thayer, who said �It is never too 
late--in fiction or in life--to revise.� 
 
QUERY: Dorothy Thayer Sharon seeks 
help in locating Dale Thayer or his family. 
Dale served in the 299th Army Engineers 
Co. C, and served with George Thayer who 
died June 6, 1944 on Omaha Beach. Dale 
wrote a book about his outfit and the men of 
Company C. If you have any leads on the 
address of Dale Thayer, please write: 
Dorothy J. Sharon, 79 Fennell St. #23, 
Skaneateles, NY 13152. 
 

TFA T-SHIRT PROJECT 
 
   Judith L. Young-Thayer, TFA T-Shirt 
Project chairperson reports 84 T-shirts 
remain to be sold. As of February 3, 217 
shirts had been sold netting TFA $841.83 
which is designated for our Publication 
Fund. 
   T-shirts are available in Children�s S, M, 
L, and adult M, L, XL, XXL. The price is 
$18.00 ($19.25 for XXL). Send your order 
to: 

TFA T-shirt Project 
c/o Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Boulevard 
Hampton, VA 23669-1531 

 
phone 757-851-5139 

e-mail jlthayer@AOL.com 
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                                                 Vernie Thayer     
 

The Thayer Brother�s Wild West Show 
 

By 
Shirley Thayer Carey 

 
   Salem7 Trow Thayer (1828-1918) and Elvira 
(Nancy Elvira Bishop) were the parents of a 
daughter, Nancy and five sons; Oscar, Elbert, 
Erwin, Merton and Vernie. Living as they did in 
the hills of Vermont, these boys grew up 
enjoying the out-of-doors. Early on they learned 
good horsemanship and became excellent 
marksmen and intrepid hunters. 
    Just previous to the turn of the century, Elbert 
and Vernie made a journey by train to the great 
Northwest. They were in Washington State for a 
time where Vernie worked as a motorman on the 
streetcars in Spokane. 
   Then the Banff-Calgary area became an 
irresistible beckon to them. At that time the 
impressive Banff Springs Hotel facing beautiful 
Lake Louise was in construction. Both Thayer 
brothers participated in the growth of this to help 
support their time in the region. 
   Of course, the Calgary Stampede which was 
an annual event, was of major interest and 
excitement to both of them. 
   Vernie entertained some private thoughts of 
remaining in Canada and joining up with the 
Canadian Mounties. 
   Back in Vermont, there was a dark-eyed 
girl that feared he might just really do that. 
She pinned a flower in her long, dark hair,  
 

Elbert Thayer              Erwin Thayer 
 
dressed in a fashionable, high collared, lace 
blouse, and sat for her likeness to be taken. 
   These pictures brought Vernie back to 
reality and it wasn�t long before their 
mother received a letter telling her that they 
were on the train and headed home. 
   But they still dreamed of the fun and 
excitement of the Calgary Stampede back 
there in Canada. Since there were several 
brothers and plenty of relatives around, they 
commenced to plan a Stampede of their 
own. They were all very at home on horses 
and could perform all of the usual tricks and 
their expertise with guns was phenomenal. 
   They planned their show with Indian 
raids, avenging cowboys, and even a re-
enactment of Teddy Roosevelt storming San 
Juan Hill. Brother Oscar printed up the 
programs. Erwin�s wife, Fanny, stitched an 
American flag to be carried at the head of 
the procession. Merton sewed up fringed 
jackets and so did his mother. Vernie ran 
bullets, thousands of them. 
   Needless to say the Thayer Brothers Wild 
West Show was a great success. Those 
Vermont hills echoed and re-echoed with all 
the goings on. A good percentage of the 
townsfolk attended and the day ended with 
fiddle music and dancing. 
 
(See additional photo on page 13) 
 
 

Merton Thayer 
 
   The Thayer boys each felt that they had 
given the townspeople a good show. But 
Merton, at least, was glad it was over and 
noted so in his diary that night. 
  July 4th 1902 
  Readsboro, Vermont. 
 
Contributed by Shirley Thayer Carey. 
Vernie Thayer was my grandfather. 
 
   Salem7 Trow Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Salem7, Edward6-5-4-3, William2, 
Nathaniel1. 
 

A Poem written in Tribute to The Thayer 
Brothers 

 
by Louise O�brien, 

granddaughter of Elbert Thayer 
 

Once there were five brothers 
Lived in these mountains green; 

The Thayers were known both far and 
wide 

As sportsmen good and keen. 
 

They hunted deer and varmints, too,  
And often tracked the bear 

O�er hill and dale and fen and swamp 
Until they found his lair. 

 
They caught their first bear in a trap 

When they were eight or ten; 
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With good stout stick and mighty blow 
They killed him there and then. 

 
The Thayer boys loved good horses, 

They rode both fast and well; 
They learned to do all daring tricks, 

And not one of them fell. 
 

But when it came to shooting, 
No matter where or whom they�d meet 

With rifle or with pistol 
The Thayers just couldn�t be beat! 

 
With the help of all their friends 

Once, long ago, they held a Wild West 
Show. 

With raids on prairie schooners 
Cowboys and Indians battled to and fro. 

 
This poem was presented to Erwin Thayer at 
the occasion of his ninety-third birthday, 
June 8th 1963. 
 

Elton Sterling Thayer Reaches Peak 
By 

Shirley Thayer Carey 
 
   Elton10 Sterling Thayer (1927-1954) died 
at the young age of twenty-seven on this 
continent�s highest peak - Mt. McKinley. 
How did he get so far from the tiny village 
of Readsboro, Vermont, where he was horn? 
And on the top of that mountain? It goes 
back to when he was very little. He and his 
sister, Shirley, grew up in the home of their 
grandparents, Vernie and Laura Thayer. 
Laura was very well acquainted with all of 
the wild flowers that grew in the woods and 
as Elton grew, taught him the names of 
each. As Elton progressed, this extended to 
the identification of trees and the collecting 
of hark and leaf samples of each. And it was 
the same with birds. Laura taught him the 
bird calls and how to recognize their songs. 
They went for many Nature walks together. 
In the Winter there were tracks in the snow 
to be identified. Elton loved Nature, he had 
had a good teacher. And always was the 
realization that this was God�s handiwork. 
   Elton was stationed at Ladd Field, Alaska 
while in the Army, and the mountains there 
beckoned to him. But he did not climb for 
the same reasons that many do. He climbed 
for spiritual reasons. He climbed to gain an 
insight into the grandeur of God�s creations, 
the mountains and the vastness that he could 
see from up there. And he could realize his 
own insignificance in the face of it all. He 
felt close to God on his climbs. 
   Elton was the leader of a party of four that 
successfully reached the top of Mt. 
McKinley in May of 1954, by a new route. 
There were places that were very difficult.  

Morton Wood, Elton Sterling Thayer, and Les 
Viereck on the summit of Mt McKinley. 
 
One sheer ice wall necessitated chopping 
1038 steps with the ice axe to gain the 
higher ridge. Another very difficult area 
was a large basin on the East wall of the 
Summit. It was not possible to reach the 
ridge beyond by a circuitous method, they 
must descend into the bottom of the basin 
and make the arduous climb up the other 
side to meet the ridge. This basin was 
officially named the Thayer Basin, and 
the ridge is unofficially called the Thayer 
Ridge by climbers now. 
   Snow conditions were not good on the 
descent from the peak, and the party 
suffered a fatal fall. Fatal for Elton, 
anyway. George Argus was the most 
seriously injured of the remaining men, 
and had to be left in a salvaged tent while 
the other two, Morton Wood and Les 
Viereck, went for help. George was safely 
helicoptered out a week later. 
   Elton had been buried the best that they 
could there on the mountain. And if this 
had to be, would he not want to be there? 
He loved Alaska, loved that mountain. 

And is not Mt. McKinley a most fitting 
headstone for a man of his caliber? 
Elton�s wife, Berniece, gave birth a son 
the following December, Elton Sterling 
Thayer, 2nd. 
   Elton Sterling Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Elton10 Sterling Thayer, Elton9 
Verne Thayer, Vernie8 Seigal Thayer, 
Salem7 Trow Thayer, Edward6-5-4-3, 
William2, Nathaniel1. 
 
Contributed by Shirley Thayer Carey. 
Elton was my brother. 
 
   It should be obvious by now that we 
have many adventurous ancestors to he 
proud of. This newsletter cannot be 
written without continued contribution by 
YOU, the reader. Please send stories, with 
pictures when possible, to the Editor  at 
the address listed on the last page. If you 
are uncomfortable writing an article I will 
gladly do it for you!    Editor 
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Reverend Louis Luther Thayer 
By 

Harvey L. Thayer 
 

   My grandfather, �Old Hell Hell� as we 
called him, was about the most critical man I 
have ever known. These article refer to him as 
a farmer but he really did was very little 
farming. He would hire people to do most of 
the work and ride them unmercifully all 
morning long and then take them fishing in the 
afternoon. He always paid his help very well. 
He was really tough on us boys. We�d be out 
hoeing corn or making hay and he would be 
sure to be there with a hoe or pitch fork, but he 
never did a lick of work while bossing the job. 
Grandma Effie (Effie Louella Cary) would get 
so angry at him she wouldn�t speak to him for 
days at a time. They would only speak through 
someone else. 
   During his early years as a preacher he rode 
a horse and buggy circuit. I think he had three 
or so stops each week. Wherever he stopped it 
would be Sunday and a sermon was preached. 
He was mostly paid in farm produce and 
sometimes would shoot a rabbit or catch a fish 
to feed his family. He mostly thought out his 
sermons while fishing. Said he was more in 
touch with God at these times. Anyhow, my 
dad cleared most his 20 acres we had under 
plow and broke most of the sod. When 
Roosevelt was elected in 1932, dad quit the 
Post Office and we spent most of the middle 
depression days working the farm. During the 
summer, cousins would show up from Vernoa 
County to go fishing. There never was any 
money, but we always ate well. 
   From the 1927 Wisconsin State Legislature 
Blue Book we learn: 
 
   �Louise L. Thayer (Rep.) was born June 3, 
1863 in Jefferson county, Wisconsin. He 
received high school and University 
educational training. He taught school for 12 
years and served as clergyman for 25 years. 
His present occupation is farming. He has 
served as chairman of the town, president of 
the village of Ontario and has been a member 
of the board of education at Bloomer and 
Birchwood. He served as a member of the 
assembly in 1905, and was reelected in 
November, 1926, without opposition, 
receiving 3,317 votes. Home address: 
Birchwood, Wis.� 
 
   Louis Luther Thayer�s obituary 
appeared in the Chippewa Herald 
Telegram, Monday, May 24, 1948. 
 
   �Former Chippewa County Official 
Dies At Age of 84. 
 
  

Louis Luther Thayer, Effie Louella Carey, unknown 
boy. 
 
   �Rev. Lewis Louis Thayer, of Birchwood, 
former assemblyman from Chippewa County, 
and postmaster at Bloomer for a number of 
years, passed away Saturday, May 22, at the 
Rice Lake Hospital at the age of 84 years. 
 
   �Funeral services will be held at the 
United Brethern church in Bloomer at two 
o�clock Tuesday afternoon with Rev. Guy 
Bailey officiating. Internment will be made 
in the Bloomer City Cemetery. 
 
   �The remains will lie in state at the 
Werner Funeral Home this evening and at 
church after ten o�clock Tuesday morning. 
 
   �Rev. Thayer was born June 3, 1863, at 
Concord, Wis., the son of William H. and 
Lavina Hill Thayer. He was married to Effie 
L(o)uella Cary of July 3, 1885, at Salem 
Ridge, Wis. In the year 1893, he began 
study as a minister of the gospel under the 
sponsorship of the United Brethern church. 
In the year 1901 he accepted a call to 
Bloomer to build the Mary Cain Memorial 
church. There he preached until 1901, when 
he became assemblyman for Chippewa for 
Chippewa County. 

 
   �In 1905 he was appointed postmaster at 
Bloomer in which office he served until 
1911 when he resigned and moved to 
Birchwood where he resided as postmaster 
and farmer until his death. 
  
   �Rev. Thayer is survived by his wife, one 
son, Leslie H. Thayer of Birchwood, one 
daughter, Mrs. Pearl E. Lory of Berwyn, Ill., 
one granddaughter, three grandsons, a 
brother, Nelson Jeremiah Thayer, 89 years 
of age, living in Bethel, Ohio, a half-brother, 
Ernest Welcher of Sparta, Wis.; five nieces, 
four nephews. He was preceded in death by 
a brother, Emerson, in 1929, and a sister, 
Mrs. Sarah Budde, in 1944.� 
 
   Louis10 Luther Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Louis10, William9, Luther8, Rufus7, 
Caleb6, Jonathan5-4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 
Please note that virtually every lineage that 
is added to articles in issues of The Thayer 
Quarterly are taken from the books 
published on the Thayer families by TFA 
Historian Genealogist Patricia Thayer 
Muno, without whose help this newsletter 
would not be published.  Editor. 
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HERE AND THAYER 
 
   On Sunday January 5th, 1997, 20 
relatives, along with his wife Hazel, 
celebrated the 75th birthday of William11 
Henry Thayer of Braintree, MA. (William 
Henry11, Harry Prescott10, George Warren9, 
Elisha8, Mordecai7-6, Peter5-4, Ephraim3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1). A reception and 
dinner were held at a restaurant in Dedham 
MA, from 5-9 P.M. There were 6 nieces and 
nephews, and 5 great nieces and nephews 
who traveled from as far away as Virginia to 
see Uncle Bill. 
   After dinner, each niece and nephew spoke 
about what Uncle Bill meant to the family. My 
mother, and aunts and uncles, grew up in a 
family of 7 children in the 1930�s - 50�s. A 
visit from Uncle Bill, just about every 
Saturday, meant a ride in the car around the 
block, a drive for an ice cream, or a 
meandering drive to �nowhere.� The Saturday 
would end with everyone gathered around the 
small TV to watch the �Lawrence Welk 
Show.� 
   Christmas was always a special time when 
Uncle Bill would come over. He would arrive 
at my grandmother�s house with several bags 
of presents, enough for all of his nieces and 
nephews. He would be busy with a movie 
camera or a still camera taking pictures of 
everyone, making the holiday memorable. 
   This dinner, the well wishes, and a few 
presents, were a small tribute for a man who 
did all this for his family, for so long, not to 
mention introduce me to TFA! 
 
Scott Edward Thayer, Worcester, MA 
 

Family Reunion 
 
   TFA members Jim and Geri Thayer of 
Chehalis, WA announce the annual reunion for 
the descendants of James11 Henry Thayer 
(1885-1942) and Rose Belle Johnson (1890-
1974). The reunion will be held August 10 at 
Schafer State Park in Satsop, WA. Anyone of 
any of the THAYER lines is welcome to 
attend. Some family members arrive at the 
park the Friday before the reunion and make a 
weekend campout/visit of the event. 
   James11 Henry Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: James11, Daniel10, Henry9, Horace8, 
Artemas7, Asahel6, Jonathan5-4-3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. 
   Anyone wishing more information may 
contact: 

Jim & Geri Thayer 
271-17 Romerman Road 

Chehalis, WA 98532 
Phone: 360-262-9085 

E-mail: Jthayer@localaccess.com 

THAYER COOKBOOK 
 
No, I haven�t been sick or on a space trip. 
We�ve had a serious illness in our family - 
my computer. I think I�ve got everything 
running again (since yesterday) and am 
now trying to get caught up on all the mail 
that has piled up, as well as a million 
other things that have to be done. The old 
saying, �How did I ever have time to do 
all of this before I retired�, seems to 
apply. 
   However, I am now ready to start work 
on this Cook Book which I, in a moment 
of weakness, agreed to try to put together. 
A couple of people have offered to help. I 
sure would appreciate it. Please get back 
to me. Although I am willing to compile 
recipes (I have a fairly extensive recipe 
file of my own on data base), but I have 
no idea where to go from there. And, no, I 
do not have HyperCard. 
   So, if you are one of those who offered 
assistance please get back to me. If you 
have a recipe(s) to contribute please 
Email or snail mail them to me. I think 
some kind of a �Thayer� tie-in might be 
nice. Anyone have any suggestions? 
Please title your Email either Cook Book 
or Recipe, or something obvious. I�m 
finding this new AOL Personal Filing 
Cabinet not too user friendly. And 
PLEASE sign your REAL NAME, I�m 
Sorry, but I have a fair memory of faces 
but a terrible memory for names. One of 
my nightmares is dealing with �faceless 
names� rather than �nameless faces�  
which is what I do most of the time. 
   If you are interested in more info, get 
back to me. No obligation, no charge! 
 

Clint (and Connie) Thayer 
10 Quinley Way 

Waterford, CT 06385 
E-mail: ClntThayer@AOL.com 

 
WARNING ALL THAYERS!! 

By 
Richard A. Thayer, Editor 

 
   Well, Halbert�s of Bath, OH is at it 
again. In recent months I have received no 
less than two advertisements for Halbert�s 
World Book Of Thayers. I must warn my 
readers that Halberts has no connection 
with Thayer Families Association, Inc. In 
fact, I would have to discourage anyone 
from buying this book. I bought the book 
several years ago out of curiosity. The 
genealogy supplied is not specific to the 

Thayer name. It is a brief discussion of 
immigration to this county, migration 
across this country, and a list of Thayers 
that appear to have been taken out of 
some database such as a phone book. 
Even Halbert�s admits on their order 
form: �No direct genealogical connection 
to your family or to your ancestry is 
implied or intended.� 
 
   In my opinion there is only one world 
wide authority on Thayer family 
genealogy; Patricia Thayer Muno, who 
we are very fortunate to have as TFA 
Historian Genealogist. Patricia is a 
professional genealogist and goes to great 
length to provide us with accurate lineage. 
 
   If you are interested in Thayer 
genealogy, start your book collection with 
Patricia�s The Thayer-Tayer-Theyer 
Families of Gloucestershire, England. 
(See book review in the Fall 1995 
Quarterly). This volume is $49.00 plus 
$5.00 shipping. Send orders to: 
 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 SW 161st Place 
Beaverton, OR 97007 

 
CORRECTIONS 

 
Rodney Lee Thayer, TFA Internet 
Chairman has moved the TFA Home Page 
to a new internet provider. I have found 
that most web browsers will find the 
home page if you search under �Thayer 
Families.� If you have trouble finding it 
the complete URL is 
http://www.geocities.com/heartland/plains
/4507/tfa.htm. 
 
TFA Secretary/Treasurer Rick Thayer 
announces his new E-mail address as: 
RickEast@ix.netcom.com. 
 

Research Help Requested 
 
   TFA member Ellen Primeaux is looking 
for research help in the Boston area. 
Ellen�s gr. gr. grandfather John Keith was 
born in Aberdeen Scotland and married 
Deborah Thayer in 1790. John Keith is 
believed to have died 1799/1800 perhaps 
in the Boston area. Ellen is looking for 
John�s date and place of death. Anyone 
with information may write: 

Ellen Primeaux 
526 2nd Street 

Elko, NV 89801-3038 
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James Burdett Thayer, Patricia Thayer, Ambassador 
Dr. Helmut Tuerk and his wife Dr. Monika Turek. 

 
James Burdett Thayer Honored 

 
   TFA Director James Burdett Thayer was 
honored last Fall by the Federal Republic 
of Austria. On October 30, 1996, James 
Burdett Thayer, Civilian Aid to the 
Secretary of the Army was awarded The 
Grande Decoration of Honor for Service 
To the Republic of Austria. Jim�s wife 
Patricia was present for the ceremony. 
   This April Jim will be traveling with the 
Assistant Secretary of the Army to Boznia 
to visit troops. The party will then travel 
to Germany to observe the 50th 
anniversary of the Marshall Plan. 
   Jim plans to attend the Thayer Family 
Reunion and TFA Annual meeting this 
June 21st. He looks forward to meeting all 
of you that can attend. 
 

Raymond H. Brooks 
 
   Hello To All My TFA Cousins! My 
name is Raymond H. Brooks. My spiritual 
Indian name is �Lone Wolf.� My heritage 
is tri-racial; African American/Native 
American and European descent. I was 
born in Springfield, MA, and I am the 
youngest of 3 sisters and 2 brothers. My 
wife Martha and I have been married 25 
years, and we have 5 lovely children and 
8 beautiful grandchildren. 
   My father, Frank H. Brooks, was born 
in Westminster, VT. and my mother Mary 
E. Bateman was born in Amherst, MA. 
   My grandparents on my mother�s side 
were Charles H. Bateman (Bakeman) who 
was born in Amherst, MA in 1861 and his 

wife Edith9 Mabel Thayer who was born in 
Belchertown, MA in 1878. They were married 
11 Jan 1894 in Amherst, MA. My 
grandmother, Edith M. Thayer�s parents were 
Henry (James8 Henry) Thayer, born in Enfield, 
MA on 9 Mar 1848. His wife Emily (Emma) 
Hurlburt was born in Underhill, Vt. ca 1848. 
They were married 15 Sep. 1877 in Enfield, 
MA. (Emily�s parents were Prosper B. 
Hurlburt & Loraine C. Atchinson of Underhill, 
VT.) 
   Henry (James8 Henry) Thayer�s parents were 
James7 F. Thayer born 5 Mar 1824 in 
Chesterfield, Mass. His wife was Chloe A. 
Wood born in Pelham, MA on 4 Jul 1824. 
They were married 6 Jul 1844. (Chloe�s 
parents were Ichabod Wood of NY. & Lucy 
Rider). 
   James7 F. Thayer�s lineage is as follows: 

James7 F., William6 Hanks Thayer, Silas5,  John4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
   I feel fortunate that my children and grandchildren can read about my grandmother 
Edith M. Thayer�s English ancestors, In Patricia Thayer Muno�s future book; A 
Comprehensive Genealogy Of The Thayer Family Of America. My grandfather Charles 
H. Bateman whose ancestors were African American and Native American are also in 
genealogy books of New England. 
   I�d like to give a big thank you to all my Thayer cousins that I�ve had the opportunity 
to talk to for making me and my 1st cousin Charles L. Bias feel so welcome. And I�d 
like to say a special thanks to Sue Gardner of Leominster, MA who saw my posting on 
AOL and steered me to Patricia Thayer Muno and the TFA. I gained more knowledge of 
the Thayer line through her as well as cousins. 
   Thanks to �RickWest� Thayer of WA for taking the time to put this �Bio� in the TQ, 
�RickEast� Thayer of Quincy, MA, for the guided tour & history of the Thayer Historical 
site in Braintree, MA that you and the Vice-president Malcolm gave me and my cousin 
Charles. We appreciate all that you done and look forward to seeing everyone at the June 
21st meeting in Braintree. Warmest Regards, Raymond H. Brooks (Lone Wolf). Pictured 
below: Raymond H. Brooks (Lone Wolf) at Mashpee pow-wow, July 7,1996. 
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