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This is a transcribed issue in order to create
a usable electronic format. The masthead
information is of our current design; the
articles below are what appeared when this
issue was printed.

TFA ANNUAL MEETING
By
Richard A. Thayer, Editor

I arrived at Boston’s Logan airport very close
to the scheduled arrival time. My luggage did
not. Somehow I was not surprised and calmly
went to report my problem to the airline. I filled
out the usual claim form and was informed
another flight was coming in shortly and my
luggage might be on that plane. I decided to
wait for my valuable suitcase, containing all
remaining copies of back issues of this
newsletter (right next to my clean underwear),
and was rewarded for my half-hour wait.

Of course every little delay in a 3,000-mile
journey adds up. I still made it to Braintree

346 Washington St. PMB #310 Braintree, MA 02184-4702
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about 7 PM. I immediately called the “Thayer
Suite” at Tara to be rescued. Sure enough, a
familiar voice answered with: “well it’s about
time you got here.” TFA President Al Morton
was waiting for my arrival with several old, and
some new friends. They even waited to go out
to dinner until I had arrived!

Jerry and Judy Thayer picked me wup
immediately and we were off to dinner and what
is a familiar and enjoyable theme at Thayer
Reunions; informal gatherings around a dinner
table! Over several days we had both formal and
informal meetings and meals together. It was a
wonderful time to renew friendships and form
new ones. Several other groups of “Thayers”
were doing the same sort of thing, getting
together, sharing rides, and having meals
together. These few days before our formal
meeting allow for important business to be
conducted and ideas mulled over. I hope that no
one felt left out! As your Editor I tried to deal
with everyone I could with a common theme;
“Do you have a story for me?”

Photo ourte Ann McKelvie, Wilmington, DE
The Annual Meeting of
The Thayer Families Association
June 27, 1998
Thayer Academy
Braintree, MA

President Albert Thayer Morton called the
meeting to order at 1:03 pm.

The President welcomed everyone and
asked Rev. C. Russell Thayer, TFA Chaplain
and Secretary, to open the meeting with
prayer.

C. Russell Thayer preceded his prayer by
reading the names of those Thayer’s who had
passed away since our last annual meeting.

Raymond Alexander Thayer (Rickeast) was
called to the podium to read a Eulogy to our

departed Vice President, Mr. Malcolm
Chandler Walker.
President Al Morton made several

announcements regarding tours of the Thayer
House continuing throughout the day.
continued
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Dinner at Thayer Academy

President Al introduced “The Medicine
Man” David Dittman, CEO of the Henry
Thayer Company. His presentation was well
received and he left a T-Shirt to raffle off
after the meeting.

President Al then presented honorary life
memberships in the Thayer Families
Association to three significant people who
have given service to TFA “way above the
call of duty”. These three life memberships
are given to Hobart Holly, who was most
influential in the TFA becoming an
association in 1991; Raymond Alexander
Thayer, “if it wasn’t for his effort we
wouldn’t be here today”; Paul Thayer, a
former director and membership chairman.
They have done so much work that we gave
them life memberships, Mr. Holly’s
certificate was given to his wife Virginia.

The Secretaries report was given by Rev.
C. Russell Thayer, who simply introduced
the minutes from last year and offered them
for discussion and vote. A motion was made
to accept the minutes, seconded and passed
unanimously.

The treasurer’s report was given by Judith
L. Young-Thayer, who stated that the
bottom line numbers were located in the
upper left corner of the report. She added
the following: this represents two tax years
in which we had to pay two years taxes.
Hopefully this will be less next year. The

s

comprehensive fund $2,927.32 The special
projects benefit the Comprehensive Fund.
This is used to cover the publication of the

TQ. Asked for questions...none
forthcoming. A motion made to accept
treasurer’s report as read, seconded and
passed.

Editor’s Report given by Richard Allen
Thayer. He recalled the excitement from last
years meeting as he left, he then recalled
some unfortunate activities that happened
after that including the death of his 4 year
old niece. He picked up the grandparents
and drove them to the funeral where he took
the second car in line. He saw a bumper
sticker that read “Born Again Pagan”. At the
funeral the chaplain spoke about his faith
because he could not speak of the faith of
the parents.

Why would he tell us this? Because a 100
years ago people talked about religion and
politics, and it is an important part of our
family life. He appealed for articles for the
Thayer Quarterly, which do not have to be
politically correct, but simply tell the stories
of our families. Write a story for the TFA
Newsletter.

Historian Report from Patricia Muno.
Talked about the publishing project. She
hopes to have the book of Nathaniel
Thayer by Christmas. She introduced all
the Family Representatives present. Each
gave a short summary of their work. Lynn
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Thayer Bartholomew-descendants  of
George Washington Thayer from upstate
NY.; Garland Thayer spoke about the
family reunion he had recently. Through
Thomas’ line; Roger Thayer Bishop
Thayer line looking for the connection to
the Braintree Thayer’s; Shirley Thayer
from Vermont -Nathaniel Thayer line
from Vermont; who was Dr. Stephen
Thayer family representative; Russ
Thayer representative for Albert Thayer.
Jerry Thayer from the Thomas line.

Clint Thayer, membership chairman,
spoke about the membership. We have
576 members. If you have a change of
address please let Clint know, all
membership renewals, etc. should be sent
to Braintree.

Jerry Thayer spoke about the Internet.
The Internet will establish a lookup set-
vice on the Internet. Requested any books
in the library of each member to use for
this service.

Special Projects was next on the agenda
presented by Judy L Young -Thayer.
Curtis Ross Thayer spoke about the hand
painted, numbered and signed Christmas
ornament, which is on sale for $15.

Tricia Muno took the floor again who
introduced Madora who was the family

representative of Thaddeus and Joseph.
continued



Nominating Committee
given by Jerry Thayer.

Rick Thayer took over to moderate the
ballot. There being no nominations, a
motion was made by Clint Thayer,
seconded by Ed Johnson to close the
nominations. A vote was taken and it was
voted to close nominations. A vote was
taken on the nominating committees slate
and was passed unanimously.

By-law Changes were presented by the
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer. A motion
was made by C. Russell Thayer and
seconded that the changes recommended
by the Board be approved. After a great
deal of discussion an amendment was
moved and seconded to add “a 2/3
majority is needed to pass any changed to
the by-laws”. This amendment to the
motion failed

A second amendment to the motion was
proposed and seconded to remove the
words “at least 5 but not more than” in
4.1. This amendment also failed.

A vote was taken and the amendment
changes were passed.

President Al Thayer Morton proposed
that the by-laws be reviewed during this
coming year and presented to the body
next annual meeting.

Announcements The Thayer House is
open, there will be Fireworks tonight.

Patricia Muno introduced another
family representative, Case Zwart who
did some special research on Benjamin
Tayer from Newport, R.I. So far no link
between Benjamin and the other Thayer
lines.

The annual meeting reunion Thayeritage
will be taking place here at Braintree on
June 18-19, 1998. The meeting adjourned
at 3:04 p.m. Submitted by Rev. C. Russell
Thayer, Secretary

report was

[PICTURE OF DAVID DITTMAN,

CEO HENRY THAYER, CO.
REMOVED, COULD NOT
REPRODUCE AN ADEQUATE

ELECTRONIC COPY.]

NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS

President:

Albert Thayer Morton
115 Willow Pond Way
Penfield, NY 14526-2621
e-mail: ThayerATM®aol.com

Vice President:
David Manville Thayer
R #1 Box 135
Nevis, MN 56467-0135
e-mail: N7676@aol.com

Secretary:

Rev. Charles Russell Thayer
1024 Main St.
Hanover, MA 02339-1440
e-mail: crt42~Jworldnet.att.net

Treasurer:

Judith L. Young-Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531
e-mail: JLY Thayer®aol.com

Director (one year term):
Elizabeth Parker Vaulin
7578 Tara Blvd. S
Spanish Fort, AL 36537-5124
e-mail: Vaulin®~aol.com

Director (one year term):
Thayer Phillips Reese
203 Byron Ave.
Ventura, CA 93003-2113
e-mail: Sea2pals@aol.com

Director (two year term):
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd
18531 SW Forstrom PO Box 745
Rochester, WA 98579-0745
e-mail: Matboyd®aol.com

Director (two year term):
Curtis Ross Thayer
2900 Thayer RD
Freeland, M1 48623-9412
e-mail: benji@bytethis.com

Director (two year term):
Rodney Lee Thayer
PSC 473 Box 1837

FPO AP 96349-5555

Please feel free to contact your TFA officers
personally with your ideas or concerns. For
official business with TFA,
please write:

TFA
PO Box 12
Braintree, MA 02185-0012
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Attendees

Below is a list of members and guests who
were able to attend this year’s annual meeting.

Name State
Bartholomay, Lynne Thayer RI
Bartholomay, Arthur E. (Eric) RI
Boyd, Madora Allin Thayer WA
Carey, Shirley Thayer

Dittman, David Noble CT
Dixon, Ray

Hale, Carolyn MA
Hinckley, Jane Buckner MA
Holley, Virginia Nash MA
Johnson, Betty Thayer MA
Johnson, Edwin R. MA
Johnson, Trevor

Landry, Muriel H. OH
Landry, Barney M. OH
McKelvie, Ann DE
Miller, Billie Thayer CT
Morton, Albert Thayer NY
Morton, Carolyn NY
Muno, Patricia Thayer OR
O’Reilly, Janet Mae T.

Orfield, Mark VA
Rath, Taffy CA
Rath, Dick CA
Sault, Peter MA
Strand, Marilynn Munn CO
Strand, Warren G. CO
Suzan, Brian E. MA
Thayer, C. Russell MA
Thayer, Carol MA
Thayer, Curtis Ross Ml
Thayer, Donna MI
Thayer, David Ray MA
Thayer, Henry J. VA
Thayer, James Loren IN
Thayer, John Garland N
Thayer, Lloyd M. DE
Thayer, R. Clinton, Jr. CT
Thayer, Dr. Constance CT
Thayer, Raymond A. MA
Thayer, Richard Allen WA
Thayer, Richard James Ml
Thayer, Margaret Heath Ml
Thayer, Robert Allan NY
Thayer, Roger Eugene MA
Thayer, Verne Louis MA
Thayer, Vicky Sue NY
Thayer, Mabel NY
Thayer, Dr. William Deane IN
Thayer, William H. MA
Thayer, William R. MA
Thayer, Wirt C. RI
Warner , Shirley

Wouorio, Jane Thayer CT
Young-Thayer, Judith L. VA
Zwart, Helen PA
Zwart, Casesep PA

We apologize for anyone omitted.



Another Perspective
By
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd

The Thayer Family Association Meeting
in June, 1998, had lots of fun, great exhibits,
and plenty of business, too, as well as great
food. There will be official reports on it, and
I will leave those to others. This one is on
some of the other interesting things
available to researchers in the area.

Tricia (Patricia Thayer Muno) and I
shared a room at the Days Inn Hotel. We
stayed over a day, returning to our homes
on Monday’s flights. We had both wanted
some time for exploring where our
ancestors had once lived and died.

Tricia arranged for us to go with
Marilyn Munn Strand and her husband
Warren G. Strand, on a cemetery hopping
excursion. Rick east (Raymond Alexander
Thayer) offered to act as an unofficial
guide. James Loren Thayer and his
parents completed our little caravan.

There are so many things to do and see!
We stopped first at the Braintree Historical
Society Library. OOHH the smell of old
books! Clean, well-cared for, and loved Old
Books! I got goose bumps there, as soon as I
smelled them! I could have spent days
reading them, if we hadn’t been on our way
to the cemeteries we wanted to see even
more. Rick told me there are LOTS more of
those wonderful old libraries, just waiting
for another trip east.

The first stop was Dyer Hill Cemetery.
Marilyn was well prepared, having
planned ahead for it and had a long list of
relatives (with incomplete data to fill in,)
as well as just wanting to see the
headstones for them. Tricia had a lap top
computer with data that helped too.
(Heck, would have been lost without it!)
Rick has been to the cemeteries so many
times, he knew the location in each of
many of the stones we wanted to see.

So, first hint, if you want to do the
cemetery thing when you come to the
Thayer Annual Meeting next year in
Braintree, bring ALL the questions you
have longed for answers to, and also bring
plenty of film. I took 5 rolls of pictures,
and could have used more. Allow an extra
day or more in your schedule. The
cemeteries are well kept, grass mowed
and such. But these head stones are very
old, and could use some tender loving
restoration, cleaning and such. Many of
them have fallen or broken, some have
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Richard James Thayer and wife Margaret Heath

Thayer, Dyer Hill Cemetery, Braintree, MA. Photo
courtesy Madora Allin Thayer Boyd

lichen or other growths
carving.

Also, pollution and time are eating away
at the stone itself. Some family members
have had the inscriptions copied onto new
stones, and these are much easier to read.
Some we gently scraped dirt away from, or
moved the branches out of the way. There
was too much shade to get clear pictures at
times, but even those are worth the trip!

In the Dyer Hill Cemetery, I got pictures
of 10 Thayer Monuments (or tiny stones).
So far as we could decipher, and comparing
them with Tricia’s information, they were:
Mrs. Anna Thayer, wife of Mr. Caleb
Thayer, who died Apr 5, 1792, at age 24
years. Next came the stone of Mrs. Mary
Thayer, 2nd wife of Caleb Thayer, who died
Apr 19, 1808, age 31. (His wives don’t see
to have lasted well.)

Then there was Henry Thayer, who died
the 12th of October 1815, son of Betsy,
Caleb’s 3rd wife, and he was only 17. There
were often one large monument inscribed
on the sides with family information, then
smaller ones around it with each
individual’s name.

The next stone was for Mrs. Abigail
Thayer who died 21 May 1811. She was the

hiding the
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wife of Captain Isaac Thayer, who died 29
January 1827, who had his own head stone.

The next one was broken and partly
buried, (could it be Jerehmiah?) which read
_chemiah Thayer, 1818, aged 70. Couldn’t
decipher the rest on the works on that one.
Mr. Calvin Thayer, died Oct 12, 1814 aged
58 years was there. Another was Sarah
Thayer, who died 10 July 1795, the
daughter of Nathaniel Thayer. The last
Thayer I saw was Uriah Thayer, died 22
April 1805, age 52 years. Many of the wives
were Thayer daughters, but you would have
to have your own information along to find
most of them.

Some stones did actually have recorded on
them the wife’s maiden name, but only a
few.

I can’t possibly describe the thrill I got when
I helped to scrape away the dirt hiding the
bottom of a stone, and uncovered the date
1695. 1 actually got chills! I am NOT positive
it was a relative, as it merely said Hayden
Child died, and it was hard to read most of the
inscription, but that year was easy to see. In all
my life T had never expected to see, let alone
touch, a family stone that old.

We also visited Lake View Cemetery (aka
Hillside Cemetery?), Elm Street Cemetery,
Pond Street Cemetery, and Hancock
Cemetery in Quincy. In between times Rick
lead us down Thayer Avenue and some of
the Thayer homes.




Albert Thayer Morton,
President, TFA

The friendly, courteous drivers of the
Boston area were the welcoming
committee Carolyn and I encountered upon
arrival in Braintree on Wednesday for the
1998 Annual Reunion and Meeting.
Having taken a wrong turn as my first
official action of this year’s gathering, I
needed a little help - in the form of
gestures, horns, and verbal assaults - to get
to the hotel. Geez, I thought. Hope this
doesn’t set the tone for our trip!

But our spirits soon lifted, discovering
reservations at hand, rooms prepared, and
the “message waiting” light on the phone
already flashing with greetings from Thayer
kith and kin. Here was the welcome we had
been anticipating with such pleasure.

We spent that evening socializing, and
the next couple of days alternating
between socializing and meetings.
Routine matters and pending issues were
discussed and resolved smoothly, and by
the time the facilities at the Thayer
Academy opened on Friday, we had most
of the business wrapped up.

The facilities at the Academy were quite
pleasant, and more than adequate for TFA’s
needs. Utilizing both sides of the available
space, we were able to leave the Thayeritage
set up all the time, and had abundant room
to conduct the meeting, luncheon, and
dinner, without disrupting the displays.

No doubt the comfortable surroundings
inspired early planning for next year.
Working a year ahead may seem
dramatic, but I think folks will agree with
me that you can’t start too soon. Besides,
it’s the “Reunion” part of these events that
people look forward to, and the advance
work helps guarantee a good time for all
participants. In addition to beginning
plans for the 1999 Reunion in Braintree,
we’re taking a look at holding the
Reunion in 2000 at the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. Jim Thayer (one
of TFA’s founding fathers) has stepped
forward to make the arrangements with
the powers-that-be at West Point. (Gen.
Sylvanus Thayer would be proud to see
TFA taking on such an ambitious project.)
We’re looking for people to help with the
detail work for the 1999 reunion in
Braintree, and especially any help with
the contact and/or detail work in and
around West Point for 2000. TFA
volunteers are needed for many functions

s

Raymond Alexander (Rick) Thayer, Warren G.
Strand and his wife Marilyn Munn Strand, Dyer Hill
Cemetery, Braintree, MA. Photo courtesy Madora
Allin Thayer Boyd.
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at both meetings. With Membership
Chairman  Clint  Thayer’s  newest
membership figure of 576 members in all
fifty states, imagine how even a small
percentage of those available talents would
contribute to the Annual Meeting. We
promise not to work you any harder than,
say, General Thayer would expect (grin).

In addition to the fellowship, research
opportunities, and opportunities to meet
kin both close and removed, the real
blessing of these meetings is the reminder,
every year, that we’ve got a great family.
A special group of people make TFA the
vital organization that it is. I'm really
pleased to be counted among you.

Arthur Royal Mann Thayer

The following obituary was prepared by
Chapman, Cole & Gleason Funeral Home,
5 Canton Avenue, Milton, MA ;

“Arthur Royal Mann Thayer passed away
on August 11, 1998 14 days short of his
99th birthday. Arthur, beloved husband of

5

the late Florence Thayer, Uncle of Dominic
Penza of Randolph, MA and Bernard
Hurley of Minnesota. He is survived by a
great many nieces and nephews. Funeral
services will be held at the Chapman, Cole
& Gleason Funeral Home in Milton on
Thursday at 11:000°clock. A visitation
period will be held prior to services from
10:00 - 11:00 AM. Relatives and friends are
invited. Internment service is private.

Mr. Thayer died on Tuesday at the Milton
Hospital after a brief illness. He was 98 years
old and was a resident at Winter Valley Estates
in Milton for the past 12 years. He was a
retired Treasurer of the Durkis & Burbank
Company in Portsmouth, Maine. He will be
interred at the Portsmouth Cemetery in
Maine.”

His nephew, Dominic Penza, lives at 818 N.

Main Street, Randolph, MA 02368-3662 in
the event you might want to send a more
personal message of condolence. FYI, his
birthday is August 25.

Submitted by:
Raymond Alexander (Rick East) Thayer

Please see Summer 1996 issue of The
Thayer Quarterly for a biography on
Arthur Royal Mann Thayer.  Editor



Thayer Family Reunion Abingdon, Virginia

THAYER REUNION
By
John Garland Thayer

Father’s Day, June 21, 1998, was a
historic event for the Thayer Families that
originated in Abingdon, Virginia, as 124
descendants of patriarch  THOMPSON
THAYER (1790-1859) and PATSEY
MARTHA  COLLINS (1800-1859)
gathered at Mt. View United Methodist
Church on the Green Springs Road (State
Route #75) for a reunion. Representatives
came from New Jersey, Virginia,
Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, Texas and
Indiana for a day of celebrating their
heritage. The eldest were Opal Gayler
Rader (87), great-great granddaughter of
Thompson from Attica, Indiana, and
Lawrence Thayer (85° great grandson of
Thompson, from Palatka, Florida. The
youngest were Emma Wampler (b.
3/27/98) and Emma Caroline Cox (b.
9/16/97), both great, great, great, great,
great granddaughters of Thompson Thayer.

The reunion event began with worship at
11:00 in the white frame country church
built in 1885 with lumber donated by
Jamerson Thayer, grandson of Thompson.
Donald Thayer, grandson of Jamerson and
present pastor of the church delivered the
Father’s Day message and special music
was provided by Barbara Thayer of
Ocklawaha, Texas, accompanied by
Eleanor Hannah Thayer at the piano.

After worship, and following a group
picture at 12:30, a picnic lunch, provided
by local Thayer families, was enjoyed by

all; and cousins met, mingled, and shared
conversation and stories under an outdoor
shelter and rented tent.

The event ended with an assembly at 2:00
p-m. which featured Garland Thayer, son of
Clifton and grandson of Jamerson, of
Limestone, Tennessee, who extended
formal greetings, reported on Thayer Family
research, and encouraged membership in the
Thayer  Families  Association,  with
headquarters in Braintree, Massachusetts,
where Thomas Thayer, the first Thayer in
America, arrived in 1637. In his remarks
Garland called attention to some famous
Thayer cousins in American history,
including Sylvanus Thayer, Supt. of West
Point, and Jack Thayer who survived the
Titanic. He closed the assembly by
expressing thanks to all who had made the
reunion possible, and for contributions
received. Enough money was received to
pay a $75 rental fee for a tent, $75 as a setup
fee to the photographer, and $7 toward
postage and telephone expenses of $62.80.
An additional $100 was presented as a gift
to the church. (Total: $257).

HER THOUGHTS OF ME
By
John Garland Thayer, 1998

If you should ever meet a Thayer
Shake his hand and then beware!
Else be prepared to sing his song
On some opinion, right or wrong.
Perfection is his high ideal

And he believes that nothing’s real
Unless with him originates

The final word to set things straight.

Many a time I’ve said a prayer “0 God,
please change my stubborn Thayer”
But what’s the use when all about
He’s telling God the in’s and out

Of everything that comes and goes-
The things that God already knows.

I think it best to let him be

For after all, he’s good to me.

He’s a craftsman, he’s a cook;

He can sew or write a book.

A weatherman, a gardener, too!-

I think there’s nothing he can’t do.

So when he’s not around I swear

I can’t go on without my Thayer.
Without his “know all” mind and flair
I’d give in quick to sad despair.

So, yes, I’d marry him again

To be among his kissin’ kin;

For in his heart he has a song

Of love for me; and he is strong.

And ‘spite the times that tear my hair

I know he needs my tender care.

But bless my soul, Dear Lord, up there,
One is enough of any Thayer!

Thanks Garland for a terrific story,
poem, and reunion. I had the pleasure of
meeting  Garland  this summer in
Braintree. Garland sure knows how to
pull his family together for a good time.

Please write me with YOUR stories of
THAYER get-togethers. This newsletter is
dependant upon YOUR contributions!
Please write me at my address on the last
page. Editor



DR. STEPHEN THAYER
Submitted By
Jane Thayer Wuorio
and
Betty Thayer Johnson

Sisters and gr. gr. granddaughters of:

“DR. STEPHEN THAYER of Waterville
was born in Uxbridge, Massachusetts, in
1783, studied medicine with that
extraordinary surgeon, Dr. Reuben Dimond
Mussey, at Ipswich, and stood alongside of
him when he performed some of his
astounding and bloody operations for
inoperable hematomata by ligation of the
nutrient arteries or for cancerous growths of
the Superior Maxillary. Dr. Mussey,
however, was prouder of his skill on the
bass viol than of his operations, and once
gave a concert on that uncouth instrument
for the members of the New Hampshire
Medical Society, after carrying it a hundred
miles on top of a stage coach.

“After young Thayer had passed through
the circuit of books, drugs, and seeing
patients from Dr. Mussey’s chaise, he
moved into Maine and practiced in
Vassalboro, China, and Fairfield. He finally
settled in Waterville, where he passed his
advancing, but not his declining years, for of
those he had none, as he worked steadily to
the end. I add, also, at this point, that Dr.
Thayer was commissioned as a Surgeon in
the Militia of Massachusetts in the War of
1812, but I do not find that he obtained
much more medical benefit from that than
from the mere honor of the title.

“Dr. Thayer had much to say about
Separation in 1820, and attended the
Convention which settled it for good and all.
He was a man of brilliant speech, and he
went through life sparkling with witty
stories, and exhibiting a most unkempt,
shaggy head of hair, when his portrait was
painted for the picture of him which has
come down to our days.

“The most important historical item of his
long and memorable career was the part
which he played in the tragedy, and in the
dramatic trial of Dr. Valorus Perry Coolidge
for murder at Waterville in 1846. If Dr.
Coolidge had had his way at the post-
mortem examination, which, by the way, be
very considerately performed upon the body
of his own victim, and personal friend, the
intestines and brains containing traces of the
prussic acid employed in the murder, would
have been cast into the cesspool and never
reached the  convincing  chemical
investigation. “Dr. Thayer, suspecting Dr.

Dr. Stephen Thayer 1783-1852

Coolidge from the start of the
investigation, insisted on saving these tell-
tale anatomical documents, and thus
prevented a serious miscarriage of justice.
He also proved an excellent witness at the
trial; precise in his testimony, just for both
sides, never condemnatory of a brother
physician, for he knew that medicine and
analytical chemistry in those days were
far from any exact science, after all.

“Dr. Thayer survived into his 69th year,
dying at Waterville in 1852, and leaving a
name forever memorable in the history of
the Maine Medical Society, and in that of
the State of his adoption.”

Quoted from:
Maine Physicians of 1820
A Record of the Members of the
Massachusetts Medical Society
Practicing in the District of Maine
at the Date of Separation

By

James A. Spalding, M.D., Litt. D. Dart.
Portland, Maine
1928

Dr. Stephen® Thayer’s lineage is as
follows: Stephen®, Samuel’, Samuel®,
Thomas®, Ferdinando®, Thomas'.
Materials provided by:
Edwin R. Johnson
Walpole, MA

GOLD AND THAYERS
By
Cleveland Harper Thayer
Morganton, NC

Since this is the 150" anniversary of the
Gold Rush, I have an article about Thayers
and gold, which I know about personally.
My father was Cleveland Thayer, born in
East New Market, MD and living most of
his life in Asheboro, NC. His lineage is as
follows: Cleveland’, William®, Roswell’,
Jonas®, CorneliusS, Jonathan®, Josiah®,
Ferdinando®, Thomas'. Daddy was the
Carolina Power & Light Manager for a
number of years in Asheboro. As such, he
was expected to be involved in Chamber of
Commerce affairs, business development,
and the like.

There have been gold mines in the
Asheboro area since the 1800’s. Most of
them have long since been “played out.”
However, they would sometimes be
reopened. My father and a Tom Truesdale
were instrumental in getting a Canadian
firm to look over the Hoover Hill mine in
the mid-thirties. They came down and
spent several million dollars (maybe) in
drilling and trying to find the master vein.
They would find high quality ore, but only
in spots, never a major vein. They finally
gave it up. During this time Daddy became
familiar with how gold ore looked.

We started building our house at the
edge of town about 1936-37. When they
dug the basement, Daddy said, “That
looks like gold ore!”, and had it assayed.
Sure enough, it was valued at about $4.00
a ton (not enough to make mining
worthwhile). Therefore, Mother and
Daddy went on to build our house. Some
newspaper got hold of the story and it
became a (small) national news item. In
the midst of the Depression that sort of
article would be newsworthy. In a few
weeks, the radio show We the People
contacted Daddy and he appeared on a
national broadcast telling about how he
built his house on a gold mine! The night
of the broadcast found most of the radios
in town tuned to that program.

Thanks Cleveland for this interesting family
story. Several readers, Including Cleveland,
have submitted information on Olney Thayer,
which appeared in an article in American
Heritage magazine. I hope to do an article on
Olney Thayer in the future. Readers-keep those

family stories coming, short or long, we need

to hear front you!
Editor



Alexander Wheelock Thayer (1817-1897)
Submitted By
Clint Thayer (Ralph Clinton Thayer, Jr.)
Waterford, CT

Thayer’s Life of Beethoven. (1770-1827),
a biography of the well-know composer by
Alexander Wheelock Thayer, was published
originally in three volumes - 1866, 1872 and
1879. This covered Beethoven’s life through
1816.

“Thanks to the archives in the Beethoven-
Haus at Bonn, a short sketch of Thayer’s life
in his own words has been preserved in the
form of a letter written to Deiters (a
colleague) of August 1, 1878. This is the
year before the appearance of Volume III of
the first edition.

‘I have received several requests to furnish
materials for a sketch of my biography! I
shall give you some particulars and refer the
applicants to you. Perhaps you can earn a
few marks in this way--

‘Father. Alexander Thayer, a physician
and surgeon of great talents and skill, but he
died too young to have attained more than
local fame. He lived in South Natick in the
state of Massachusetts, where he died in
1824.

‘Mother. Susanna Bigelow, died 1845.
‘My Thayer ancestor came from England to
Massachusetts as early as 1636, my Bigelow
ancestor in 1629--so that I am descended
from two of the very oldest Anglo-
American families.

‘I am the eldest of three children--two
Sons and a daughter--the latter died in 1844-
-I was born at South Natick, October 17,
1817.

‘Education. Public schools at Natick.
Academy (quasi Gymnasium) Andover.
Harvard University, Cambridge. 1

graduated from the college in 1843, was
there three years as assistant in the
University Library, and graduated from the
University Law School in 1848. In the
summer of 1848 1 was employed in the
United States Geological Survey of the
copper mine district around Lake Superior.

‘In 1845, while employed in the library, I
thought of preparing an American edition
[Umarbeitung] of the English translation of
Schindler’s book on Beethoven; and some
volumes which I imported from England for
this purpose bear my date of receiving them
as 1846. In April, 1849 1 sailed for Europe.

‘From May to October 1 was in Bonn
studying German and collecting facts on
Beethoven. 1 supported myself in part by

writing letters for American newspapers. In
October I went to Berlin where I was most
of the time until the spring of 1851. That
year | went to Vienna for a short time and
afterwards to the great London Exhibition.
As I had no more money to remain in
Europe, I returned to America in a sailing
vessel from Bremen, arriving in New York
in November, 1851.

‘By various kinds of literary labor I paid
my debts and supported myself until the
summer of 1852, when I took a position on
the editorial staff of the great newspaper, the
New York Tribune.

‘My duties were at night, and my health
failed, and from that time to this I have lived
in almost constant suffering with my head. I
overworked my brain on that newspaper and
have never recovered.

‘In the summer of 1854, I returned to
Berlin to work out a plan I had now formed
of a pretty exhaustive biography of
Beethoven for American (not for German)
readers, with the hope of supporting myself
by writing for the Tribune and one or two
other papers. 1 studied the Beethoven
Conversation Books and all the materials
then in the Royal Library. But the sickness
in my head became very bad again, and
after several months of incapacity for labor,
I went back to America (Spring of 1856), as
my Berlin friends believed--to die!

‘In the autumn of 1856 I had a long and
severe illness--fever--1 was an invalid from
August to December. In 1857 I had earned a
small sum of money to bring me back to my
Beethoven work in Germany. One day in
New York I learned that the man who had
had this money in his hands was bankrupt! I
was left with about £2 sterling in my
possession.

‘By the aid of the gentleman and lady to
whom my Beethoven biography is
dedicated, I was enabled to return to Europe
in August, 1858.

‘I remained in Berlin the following winter
laboring hard; in the summer of 1859 I went
to Vienna--Autumn of 1860, Bonn, thence
to Paris, thence to London--I returned in
August to Vienna, where I was employed in
the American Legation. I remained in that
position until the end of 1864, when I
moved to Trieste and assumed the function
of U.S. Consul on January 1, 1865.

‘My  writings have been almost
exclusively for periodicals and most of all,
newspapers; especially for Dwight’s Journal
of Music and the New York Tribune.
Several articles--Beethoven, Bach, Handel,

Mozart, Haydn, Gluck--in Appleton’s
American Encyclopedia are by me. A
volume (small one) of musical novelettes in
English, my Chron. Verzeichniss of
Beethoven’s works, and the two volumes of
his biography are my printed volumes.

‘If you prepare anything about me, please
note that I was the first person ever to use
Beethoven’s Sketch Books for chronology,
as well as the first to seek out old
advertisements and the like.--The fact that
the Chronologisches Verzeichniss was in
part intended as a basis for the researches of
others should also be noted. What is
surprising is this: that so very much has
proved to be correct.”

“Increasing ill health, which had been
bothering Thayer since 1852, was responsible
for the fatal delay of the work to follow...”

Thayer died before the work was
completed, but others, using his papers,
published two more volumes in 1907-1908.

Alexander® Wheelock Thayer’s lineage is as
follows: Alexander® Wheelock, Alexander’,
Jotham®, Seth’, Jonathan®, Ferdinando’,
Thomas' Thayer.

Bibliography:

Quotes are from: Preface to Thayer’s Life of Beethoven,
Revised and Edited by Elliot Forbes, 1964, Princeton
University Press, Princeton, NJ, LC Card 63-162339

Our Blue Blood

“Two centuries and a half ago

Off trudged to work with shouldered hoe
A woman, barefoot, browned, and rough,
With pluck of Puritanic stuff,

Six lusty children tagged behind,

All hatless, shoeless, unconfined,

And happy as the birds that flew

About them. Naught of books they knew,
Save one they read at twilight hour,
Brought with them in the staunch
Mayflower.

“A pretty lady thin and white,

In hammock swinging light,
languishes, and in the shade
Devours rhyme and lemonade,
While bending near her lover sighs,
And gently fans away the flies.

She murmurs ““Tis so nice that we
Are neither of low family,

But of old Puritanic stock

That landed upon Plymouth Rock.”

Harvard Lampoon

Submitted by Paul Goodwin Thayer.



COPY OF THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF

THOMAS THAYER.
Submitted By:
Paul Goodwin Thayer

“I Thomas Thayer of Braintree in the County of Suffolk, in the
Massachusetts colony of New England, Shoe Maker, being in
perfect health and memory praysed be God, this 21 of June, A. D.
1664 doe make this my last Will and Testament as followeth:
“IMPRIMIs. I give unto my wife Margery, that now is all my
lands, goods and estate whatsoever, situated, lying and being in
Braintree aforesaid, during the term and time of her natural life;
and after her decease, I give and bequeath unto my Sonne Thomas
Thayer, his heirs and assigns all that my ground lying and being
over Monotoquott River within the limits of the said town of
Braintree with the timber or other wood growing or fallen upon the
same with other the appurtenances, part of which ground he bath
already in his possession.

“ITEM. 1 give and bequeath unto Ferdinando Thayer my Sonne
his heirs and assigns, next and immediately after the decease of
Margery, my said wife, my house and orchard thereunto
belonging, lying and being in Braintree aforesaid, with all the
planting ground and pasture lying between the highway and River
called Monotoquott River aforesaid and on the other side of the
high way from the South side of the barne to the end of the lot.
“Further my Will and Mind is that the said Ferdinando my sonne
shall have free liberty to cutt, fall and carry away fire wood for his
and his now wife’s own burning of and from my lott called 20 acre
lott for his and his said wife’s life.

“ITEM. I give and bequeath unto my Sonne Sydrach Thayer his
heirs and assigns, next and immediately after the decease of my
said wife Margery a parcel of ground in Braintree aforesaid, which
shall begin at the corner of the Barne, next his Dwelling house and
shall run with a straight line to the upper end of the lott.

“ITEM. I give and bequeath 20 acres of land more unto the said
Sydrach, my sonne, his heirs and assigns, next and immediately
after the decease of my said wife Margery, which land lyeth in
Braintree aforesaid, next unto the ground of Henry Neale,
provided, He, His heirs and assigns permit and suffer my sonne
Ferdinando and his now wife to take wood thereof for their own
burning during their natural lives according as is before expressed.
“ITEM. I give and bequeath all my goods and chattels, unto my
Grand children to be equally divided among them.

And lastly if any of my said children shall appear to be
discontented and murmur at this my last Will and Testament, then
my will and mind is that any such child one or more of them shall
have but Ss. for their Portion; and the portion or portions of any
such child or children so murmuring and discontented as aforesaid
shall be equally divided amongst the rest of my children and grand
children.

“And I do nominate and appoint my said wife Margery and my
sonne Ferdinando to be my Executors of this my last Will and
Testament; and all other former Wills, Testaments and Bequests, 1
do hereby utterly revoke and make void forever by these Presents.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal the day
and yeare above written.

his mark
THOMAS X THAYER
and seal

“Read, Sealed and Published in presence of us.
The mark of Sadrach

The mark of R. B.

Margery Flint

Sarah Saville

Ruth Basse

“At a meeting of the Magistrates and Recorder in Boston 13 Sept.
1665, Sarah Saville and Ruth Basse deposed before the Magistrates
and Recorder, that having subscribed their names to this Instrument
were present the date thereof and did both see and hear the above
mentioned Thomas Thayer, to sign, seal and publish the same to be
his last Will and Testament, that when bee so did bee was of a sound
and disposing mind to your best knowledge.

Edward Rawson, Recorder

[Suffolk Probate Office, vol. 1, page 458.]”

Paul goes on to explain:

In 1976 1 was able to purchase a rare book; “Genealogy of
Fourteen Families of the Early Settlers of New England” from a
dealer in Massachusetts. The Thayer family was included. The
book was published in 1835. The previous owner of the book was
Mary Lothrop Painter a descendent of John Alden.

Included in the book was a reprint of the will of Thomas Thayer, the
immigrant ancestor of a large portion of the Thayers now living in the
U.S. I do not believe that it has been included in any of the past issues
of this newsletter, and I believe that it would be of interest to many of
our readers.

Also, pasted on a page near the front of the book was a little poem
“Our Blue Blood” from the Harvard Lampoon, poking fun at those
who take their Mayflower ancestry too seriously. I think that it is a
clever and very funny poem. I showed it to Tricia, and she dressed it
up a little bit, adding an appropriate picture, and handed it out at the
1995 TFA annual meeting. I am including a copy of that as well as
that pasted in the book. I am sure that many of our members are
Mayflower descendents, but I doubt that they would be offended by
the poem. Mary Painter must have liked it for I think that she pasted
it into the book probably more than a century ago. I found a letter in
the book that was written to her in 1882 by another descendent of
John Alden, which shows the approximate period when she owned
the book.

I think that a footnote explaining that the Ruth Basse who witnessed
the will is actually Ruth Alden, the daughter of John Alden and Priscilla
Mullins of Mayflower fame. Ruth married John Bass of Braintree, son
of Deacon Samuel Bass. I think that this is a little known fact.

The source of the above information is Family Memorial and
Genealogy of the Early Settlers of New England, published in 1835 by
Hingham.

Thanks Paul for this very interesting insight into the life of our
ancestors.

Readers-perhaps you have run across some early document
related to a Thayer that would be of general interest to oilier
Thayers. Please send any information you have to me.

Please find a reprint of the poem “Our Blue Blood” on page 8 of
this issue.  Editor.



Here and Thayer
By
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd

SHELL LAKE WATCHMAN

“12 July 1899
Madison, Jan. ‘11. - (Special to The Leader)
“The legislature convened today and both
houses perfected permanent organization
bya the election of the officers nominated
by the Republican caususes last night. The
election in the senate was unanimous for
the first time in the history of the state, two
Democratic senators casting their votes
with the Republicans. The officers are:
President pro tern., L. W. Thayer of Ripon;
Chief clerk, W. L. Houser of Mondovi,
sergeant-at-arms, C.(E) Petibone of
(illegible copy). The only break in the
unanimity was the complimentary vote of
President Thayer for Baxter, his opponent.

Shell Lake Watchman for 23 January
1902, which Shell Lake is in Burnette Co,
WI. in a column labeled:

“PERSONAL AND POLITICAL
Iowa democratic legislators have nominated
E. H. Thayer and T. S. Seerley for United
States senators.”

OHIO CIVIL WAR GENEALOGY JOURNAL
pub. quarterly by the Ohio Genealogical
Society.

Summer 1997 pg 85 (OVI = Ohio volunteer
Infantry)

“Officers and Surgeons living outside Ohio,
1882 THAYER, S A Lieut 17 OVI living in
Bloomington, IL

OHIO, The Cross Road of our Nation:
Records & Pioneer Families pg 109 Volume
XXXVI 1995, No. 3: Cuyahoga Falls P. O.,
Summet Co, Ohio, Rural Mail Directory,
1905

“THAYER, William, (on) rfd 10, 3m (miles
from PO); Northampton (twp); farmer,
American; tenant; (family) Mrs. Florence,
Hazel, Ruth.”

Merchants, Manufacturers and Traders of
Ohio, 1885 Volume XXXVII 1996, No. 1 pg
17:

“THAYER & HAIGHT Carriages Conneaut,
Ashtabula Co, OH

“Hallie THAYER resided in Bristol in 1898,
daughter of John HARCLERODE, b 1817,
d 1883; and Eliza MOREY
HARCLERODE, b. Westmoreland Co, PA,
7 Apr 1820, d. Champion Trumbull Cc,
OH, 22 Set 1820.” (Hallie THAYER
mentioned as heir in her will.)

Taken from Ohio Civil War Genealogy
Journal, Spring 1998, Vol 11, No. I pg 26
contributed by Charles H  Oney,
Wellington, OH. Mr. Oney wrote
concerning pictures hanging in the hall of
the Spirit of ‘76 Museum in (201 North
Main, Wellington, OH, 44090), of 137
Wellington area men who fought in the
Civil War. Included in them is one for:
“THAYER, Roswell E., wagoner, 2nd
OVC (Ohio Volunteer Cavalry).”

This Roswell’ Thayer’s lineage is:
Roswell E.”, Asa®, Joel’, Samuel, Isaac’,
Ferdinando’, Thomas'.

THE  REPORT, from the Ohio
Genealogical Society. Summer 1997, Vol.
37, Number 2, page 93

‘Civil War Draft Records

18Th Congressional District of Ohio.

“Enrollment List

Leroy, Lake Conty, Ohio, June 7th 1864,

Subdistrict No. 53
A revised Roll of persons liable to draft
residing in LeRoy Township, Lake Co,

OH”
“Class 1.
Thayer, Virgil”

“Class 1 comprised all persons liable for
military duty between ages of 20 and 35
years, and all unmarried men subject to
militayr duty between the age of 35 and
under the age of 45.”

So Virgil’s age isn’t too well defined, but
definitely an adult in 1864, and a close idea
of where he was living at that time.

This Virgil’ Thayer’s lineage is: Virgil’,
Stephen B.°, Lyman Elanson’, Stephen®”,
Samuel®, Thomas®, Ferdinando®, Thomas'.

Taken from  “Ohioans married in

Massachusetts “, pg 78.
“Achsah  THAYER, age 31, daughter of
William and Phebe (THAYER), married on 8
June 1847 at Buckland, MA, to Linus
PERRY of Bucksville OH, age 30, son of
Isaac and Rhoda (PERRY).”

This Achsah® Thayer’s lineage is: Achsah’,
William’, Elijah*, William™?, Nathaniel'.

Achsah’s mother was Phebe Stacy (1779-
1849) and her husband is listed as Lewis F.
Perry in Patricia Thayer Muno’s book
Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer

Can any of our readers clear this up?
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EASTERN ARGUS
Portland, Maine, Tuesday Morning, 29
May 1832

DEATHS

“At sea, April 20, Capt. Robert H. Thayer,
formerly of Boston, and for a number of
years past, a resident of this city. At the
time of his decease he was master of the
brig Lucy of this port, then on her passage
from Teneriffe to Philadelphia.”

SUPERIOR LEADER
3 July 1898
SATURDAY’S BATTLE A VERY

FIERCE ONE

“Siboney, Cuba, Saturday, July 2, 7 p.m.,
by the Associated Press Dispatch Boat
Dauntless, via Port Antonio, Jamaica, and
Kingston, Sunday July 3, 2:50 p.m. - The
fighting on the right of our line this
afternoon developed unexpected and for
some hours almost as severe fighting as
yesterday (Friday), when Gen. Lawton was
assaulting El Caney. The Spaniards made
an attack in force on our position, pouring
in volley after volley in quick succession
and with remarkable regularity. Our return
fire was certainly effective as soon the
Spanish volleys had become rarer and less
heavy. Meanwhile the batteries on Grimes’
hill kept booming away at the middle of
the enemy’s line, materially aiding the
flanking movement. The shelling from the
Spanish fleet was less active and
apparently gave our left but little concern.
Among the wounded First Lieut. Arthur
Thayer, 3d cavalry, in right hip.”

SUPERIOR LEADER
4 July 1898
“Washington, July 3. - The following

dispatch from Gen. Shafter was received at
the war department tonight:

Playa del Este: July 3, 1898. - Adjutant-
General United Stated of America,
Washington. - Camp near Santiago, July 3. -
The following is a partial list of the officers
killed: Following is a partial list of officers
wounded: Lieut. Arthur Thayer, 3d cavalry.”

SUPERIOR LEADER
9 July 1898
Senate Confirmations

“Washington, July 8. - In addition to the
confirmations of today’s nominations the
senate confirmed the following; Volunteer
infantry, Fourth Regiment - To be second
lieutenant, J. A. Thayer of West Virginia;”



THAYERS IN POLITICS
By
Richard Allen Thayer, Editor

While searching the Internet for Thayers I
ran across The Political Graveyard. This
page allows you to enter a sir-name and
search for individuals who served in a
political office. The website for this page is:
http://www.potifos.com.

I have attempted to add the lineage of
these Thayers from books by TFA
Genealogist Patricia Thayer Muno. There
is a story behind every one of these
Thayers. If you see an individual who is in
your line or a geographical area of interest,
please consider researching and writing a
story for this newsletter.

Andrew Jackson Thayer (1818-1873)

Born in New York. U.S. Representative
from Oregon, 1861; state court judge,
1870. Interment at Crystal Lake Cemetery,
Corvallis, Ore.

Lineage: Andrew Jackson®, Gideon™®,
Thomas>*?, Ferdinando®, Thomas'.

Eli Thayer (1819-1899)

Father of John Alden Thayer. Born in
Massachusetts. Member of Massachusetts
state legislature, 1853; U.S. Representative
from Massachusetts, 1857-61. Interment at
Hope Cemetery, Worcester, Mass.

Lineage: Eli’, Cushman®, Benjamin’,
Aaron®, Benjamin3, Ferdinando?, Thomas'.

Harry E. T. Thayer (1927-)

U.S. Ambassador to Singapore, 1980.
Still living as of 1991.

Harry Irvin2 Thayer (1 869-1926)

Bormn in Massachusetts. U.S.
Representative from Massachusetts, 1925-
26. Interment at Lakeside Cemetery,
Wakefield, Mass.

Lineage: Harry Irving'®, Wendell Phillips’,
Charles Ebenezer®, Ebenezer’, Barnabus®,
Richard’, John*, Richard®*".

John Alden Thayer (1857-1917)

Son of Eli Thayer. Born in
Massachusetts. U.S. Representative from
Massachusetts, 1911 - 13. Interment at
Hope Cemetery, Worcester, Mass.

Lineage: John Aldeng, Eli’, Cushman6,
Benjamin’, Aaron®, Benj amin’,
Ferdinando?®, Thomas'.

John Randolph Thayer (1 845-1916)

Born in Massachusetts. Member of
Massachusetts state legislature, 1880; U.S.
Representative from Massachusetts, 1899-

1905. Interment at Rural Cemetery,
Worcester, Mass.

Lineage: John  Randolph®, Mowry
Richardson’, John®?, Joseph4, Isaac’,

Ferdinando?®, Thomas'.

Martin Russell Thayer (1819-1906)

Born in Virginia. U.S. Representative
from Pennsylvania, 1863-67; state court
judge, 1867. Interment at St. James the
Less Church Cemetery, Philadelphia, Pa.
Lineage: Martin  Russell’,  Martin’,
Josiah®®, Nathaniel**, Richard*".

Robert Helyer Thayer (1901-1984)

U.S. Minister to Romania, 1955. Burial
location unknown.

Lineage (possibly): Robert Herer10'9'8'7,

Amasa®, Abiah’, John*, Richard**".

Samuel Richard Thayer (1837-1909)

U.S. Minister to the Netherlands, 1889.
Burial location unknown.

Lineage: Samuel ~ Richard’,  George®,
Rufus’, Elijah*, William®?, Nathaniel.

W. Stephen Thayer 111

Justice of New Hampshire state supreme
court, 1986-. Still living as of 1993.

William Wallace Thayer (1827-1899)

Born July 15, 1827. Governor of Oregon,
1878-82. Died October 15, 1899. Burial
location unknown.

Lineage: William Wallace®, Gideon™,
Thomas™™> ) Ferdinandoz, Thomas'.
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John Milton Thayer (1 820-1906)

Uncle of Arthur Laban Bates. Born in
Massachusetts, January 24, 1820. Member
of Nebraska territorial senate, 1860;
delegate to Nebraska state constitutional
convention, 1860, 1866; general in the
Union Army during the Civil War; U.S.
Senator  from  Nebraska, 1867-71;
Governor of Wyoming Territory, 1875-78;
Governor of Nebraska, 1887-91, 1891-92.
Died March 19, 1906. Interment at Wyuka
Cemetery, Lincoln, Neb. Thayer County
Neb. is named for him.

Lineage: John Milton’, Elias®3,
Ebenezer*?, Ferdinando?, Thomas'.

TFA member Robert T. Thayer submitted
the following on John Milton Thayer:

“Thayer, John Milton, was born at
Bellingham, Massachusetts in 1820. He was
educated as a lawyer, graduating from
Brown University and being admitted to the
bar in Massachusetts. But he decided to go
west to establish himself in the new country
and settled in Omaha in 1853. He was
elected Major-general of the Nebraska
Territorial Forces and served in the Indian
Wars, being in charge of the campaign
which ended in the capture of the Pawnees
and their location on an Indian reservation.
He served in the Union Army during the
War between the States and returned to
Omaha when the war was over. He was one
of the first U. S. senators from the new state
of Nebraska.

“In 1875 he was appointed governor of
Wyoming Territory and in 1887 was elected
governor of Nebraska. He served two terms.
As a soldier and as an administrator lie was
a commanding figure in Nebraska history.
Thayer County is named for him.”

Taken from:
The Nebraska Story
by
G.E. Condra, James Olson, and Royce
Knapp.

Please submit completed stories or
materials that I can write a story from to
the address below. I will credit you for
your contribution even if you do not wish
to write the story yourself. Editor

Richard A. Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003



THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION LOOKUPS STATE/ITEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER

By New Hampshire:
Jerry Thayer History of Westmoreland Cheshire Jerry Thayer
Find the female lines in your Thayer genealogy! Cem. records Westmoreland Cheshire Jerry Thayer
New Jersey:
The Thayer Families Association, TFA, is sponsoring a “lookup” Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart
program for its members. The service is free for members only. | The 1693 Census of the Swedes on the Delaware
Members may request either on line eMail lookups at no charge or | by Peter Craig Case Zwart

replies by regular mail with a self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE) | Salem County NJ Vitals by H.Stanley Craig Case Zwart
included. Lookups should be for specific persons/families and not catch | Records of the Swedish Lutheran Churches Case Zwart
all or shotgun type requests. Volunteers have the right to reject requests | of Raccoon and Penns Neck NJ-WPA

that are so general as to require extensive work and may decline to | New York:

photocopy books that are too fragile. TFA Members are also encouraged | 18th Century Doc. Dutchess Judy Thayer
to VOLUNTEER for lookups from books in their own library as a | Minisink Valley

service to other TFA members and to TFA. Books containing transcripts | Ref, Dutch Ch. Records  Orange/Ulster  Jerry Thayer
of public records are preferred but County Histories and genealogies are | pajatine Families of NY 1710 Hudson Valley Jerry Thayer
accepted. If you can provide lookups either by eMail or regular mail, or History of Saratoga Co. NY Saratoga Judy Thayer

both, please contact the program manager, Jerry Thayer at Marriage/Death 1817-1885 S Judv Th
HJThayer@aol.com or by regular mail at 311 Willow Oaks Blvd., arnagerea eneca udy 1aayer

Hampton, VA 23669-1531. The title of the book and state/county/town Ulste'r Coupty Probate records Ulster Jerry Thayer
) . Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart
covered, your name, address and eMail address are needed to post in the .
Tha Iy and the TFA web site. A list of | ilabl History of St Lawrence County, NY Case Zwart
yer Quarterly and the web site. ist ot currently available . .
lookups is shown below. H¥story of Otsego County, 1878 R%ck Thayer
History of Delaware County, 1880 Rick Thayer
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION LOOKUPS Oneonta city Directories many years Rick Thayer
(regular mail address of lookup volunteers below) Ohio:
Early vital records (partial) Belmont Jerry Thayer
STATEATEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER Historical Collections Harrison Jerry Thayer
Early Ohio Tax Records [about 1800 to 1840+]
Massachusetts: Madora Boyd
Puritan Village Pennsylvania:
(Sudbury/Marlboro) Middlesex Jerry Thayer Host Tulpehochen Church Records Berks ~ Judy Thayer
Braintree MA records Christ Luth. Church Stouchsburg Berks  Judy Thayer
1640-1793 Norfolk Jerry Thayer Early Tulpehocben Tombstones ~ Berks  Judy Thayer
Early German Ch. records Berks  Judy Thayer

MA Vital Records to 1850:

Cemetery Records (Northern half) Butler Jerry Thayer

Town .

. Cumberland Co. Chronicles Cumberland Judy Thayer
Bellingham Norfolk Jerry Thayer Direct Federal Tax List 1798 Cumberland Judy Thayer
Douglas Worcester Jerry Thayer .

Ten Mile Country Greene Jerry Thayer
Grafton Worcester Jerry Thayer C
. . emetery Surname Index Lancaster Judy Thayer
Holliston Middlesex Jerry Thayer i
istory of Lawrence Co. Lawrence Jerry Thayer
Lancaster Worcester Jerry Thayer
Jerusalem Lutheran Church records
Mendon Worcester Jerry Thayer
Milford W ¢ I Th Lawrence Jerry Thayer
ror oreester erry - hayer Warrington MM Records (Quaker) York  Jerry Thayer
Upton Worcester Jerry Thayer . .
. Ten Mile Country Washington Jerry Thayer
Uxbridge Worcester Jerry Thayer . .
Marriage 1780-1857 Washington Jerry Thayer
Westborough Worcester Jerry Thayer .
Wrenth 10e & Death) Norfolk I Th CD 286 1870 Census-Pennsylvania East ~ Case Zwart
rentham (marriage eath) NOTTO erry ayer Rhode Island:
Maine: Dictionary of Rhode Island Families
Marriage Returns of Penobscot County, by NEHGR, Vol 1 & II Case Zwart
ME prior to 1892. Madora Boyd Yermont: ,
Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart
Maryland: Vermont Families in 1791, Vol.1, by Gen. Soc. of Vermont
Settlers of Maryland, 1731-1750 Madora Boyd Case Zwart
New England: Shenandoah Valley (VA)
New England Historical & Gen. Soc. CDs Case Zwart Pioneers and Their descendants. Madora Boyd
CD 117 New England Families 1600s-1800s. Case Zwart CANADA:
CD 316 1840 Census selected counties Case Zwart Loyalists of Ontario Judy Thayer
CD 317 1850 Census selected counties Case Zwart History of Kent Co. Ontario, Kent Judy Thayer

12



STATE/ITEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER
ENGLAND:

Suffolk County Wills 1629-1640 Suffolk  Jerry Thayer
Essex County Wills 1571-1577 Essex Jerry Thayer

Genealogical Gazetteer of England also one of Scotland

Case Zwart

HOLLAND:
Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart
GENEALOGIES:
Samuel Gorton of Rhode Island Judy Thayer
Garnsey, Guernsey Genealogy Judy Thayer
Founders & Patriots by Colket-
Emigrants from Europe 1607-1657 Case Zwart
Royal Descent of 500

Immigrants to the American - Case Zwart
Colonies by Gary Boyd Roberts
American Loyalist Claims by Peter Wilson
Coldham Case Zwart
The Doty-Dotten Family Case Zwart
CD 173 Genealogies of Long Island
Families, 1600s-1800s. Case Zwart

Biographical Review, Otsego Co. NY 1893 Rick Thayer

Addresses:

Jerry Thayer

Henry J. Thayer

311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531

e-mail:
HJThayer@aol.com

Judy Thayer

Judith L. Young-Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531

JLYThayer@aol.com

Case Zwart
40 Red Oak Road
Oreland, PA 19075

czwart@voicenet.com

Rick Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003

rickthayer@aol.com

Madora Boyd

Madora Allin Thayer Boyd

18531 SW Forstrom PO Box 745
Rochester, WA 98579-0745

matboyd@aol.com

IN MEMORIAM

The mother of TFA member Dawn Thayer Chandler, of Battle
Creek, MI passed away this summer. Nettie Arlene (Fales)
Thayer, wife of Richard Earl Thayer, was born 2 APR 1931 and
died 25 JUL 1998 in Battle Creek. Our deepest sympathy to
Dawn and her family for this loss.
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TFA Christmas Tree Bulb

TFA Director Curtis Ross Thayer is selling these beautiful hand
painted Christmas tree ornaments, which he introduced at this year’s
annual meeting. The bulb is a gold, 3% [inch] glass bulb. The logo is
similar to the TFA logo with a red background, white shield, and blue
old-English “T.” The lamp of learning, leafs, and TFA are in gold, with
the TFA motto in blue. Each bulb is numbered. The cast of each bulb is
a $15 dollar donation, plus shipping. If you are interested please write
Curtis directly:

Curtis Ross Thayer
2900 Thayer RD
Freeland, MI 48623-9412
email: benji@bytethis.com

Announcing new Thayver Family Representative:

James Loren Thayer of Corydon, Indiana has accepted the Family
Representative challenge for the descendants of Rowland Sears THAYER
(born 13 Mar 1807 Charlemont, Franklin, MA and died 31 Aug 1892 in
Guilford, Windham, VT) and his wife, Almeda Melissa BARBER (born 30
Apr 1813, and died 21 Mar 1832 in Guilford, Windham, VT). Rowland and
Almeda were the parents of eleven children, born in Charlemont, Franklin,
MA and Guilford, Windham, VT. The youngest, Albert Rowland Sears
Thayer, settled in Minneapolis, Hennepin, MN. If you have information to
share with Jim on this line, please contact him at the following address:

James Loren Thayer
1060 Smith Hill Road SE
Corydon, IN 47112-5364

jthayer@ipapilot.org

(812) 738-1481

Thayer Pins and Patch order form, Thayer Book order form
has been removed from this electronic copy. END.





