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a usable electronic format. The masthead
information is of our current design; the
articles below are what appeared when this
issue was printed.

Seth Foster Thayer

TFA member Dick Newmann, of Olalla, WA,
provided the following newspaper article and
the wedding anniversary photograph of Seth®
Foster Thayer and his wife Alice Watkins. I do
not have the name of the newspaper but quote
the article here in it’s entirety.

“Seth F. Thayer Dead
OLD RESIDENT’S PEACEFUL END
IN MEMORIAL HOME
HE CAME TO ST. LOUIS IN 1850

“Brought With Him a Twelve-Year-Old
Bride From Baltimore-
Was a Pioneer Shoe Merchant

“Seth Foster Thayer, a half-century resident of
St. Louis, died at the Memorial Home on Grand
Avenue, of which he and his wife had been
inmates for the past six years Tuesday morning.
Mr. Thayer, a man of flawless reputation and
high integrity was 79 years old. He numbered
among his intimates and friends all of the best
known older citizens of St. Louis. With Mrs.
Thayer, who survives him, he celebrated his
golden wedding anniversary two years ago. Mr.
Thayer came to St. Louis with his wife, then a
bride of two years, in 1850. He was born in
Massachusetts. He was a member of the original
Thayer family, who were prominent as early
New England settlers.

“He engaged with his brother in the retail shoe
business on the then Broadway, now Third
street, and soon made the business the largest in
the West. Not long after the firm was changed
to Thayer & Rosenbaum, with a location
opposite the old Planters’ House. Here the
concern remained until 1870 when a failure
brought about by heavy indorsement of
commercial paper for friends on the part of Mr.
Thayer, closed the doors.

“Thereafter, Mr. Thayer did not regularly
enter into any business again. With his wife he
removed to Springfield, Ill. Where his only

Seth Foster Thayer and Alice Watkins. Photo courtesy
Dick Newmann.

living child, a son, was interested in iron works.
But the couple returned to St. Louis eventually,
and in 1894, entered the Memorial Home.
Here these two people, together for 52 years,
spent the twilight of their lives, peacefully
contented and happy in the sweet memories of
the past.

“A romance, quite as pretty as any sketched
by a modern novelist, attended the wedding of
this couple. The bride was a girl of 12 years, a
pupil in a convent in Baltimore. The groom,
who was 27 years old, had recently removed to
Baltimore to enter the mercantile world. The
little girl’s name was Alice Watkins. Her father
had been an official with the then existing
United States Bank. When he died her mother, a
French woman, prostrated by the shock,
returned to her native land, leaving her daughter
in the care of a Baltimore uncle. Young Thayer
lived in the vicinity of the home of Mr.
Watkins, the wuncle. He observed with
pleasure the sprightly miss, and soon found

-
i
his regard developing into more than a casual
interest. In those good old days, marriages were
consummated at very tender ages, it was true, but
12 was considered a bit too youthful by the
young lady’s guardian, and so Thayer’s suit was
not looked upon with favor. But young love
would brook no hindrance, Mr and Mrs. Watkins
went out one fine evening and the long sought for
opportunity arrived. Borrowing a long-skirted
frock from an equally romantic school friend
Miss Watkins met Mr. Thayer at a convenient
spot and together they were driven to the
residence of a minister, who performed the
ceremony without the slightest hesitation. After
an interval the pair were accorded the
conventional forgiveness, shortly after which
they removed to St. Louis, where the wife of 14
assumed the duties of household mistress in a
home on lower Olive street, then a fashionable
thoroughfare, and discharged them continuously
for nearly fifty years. The first child of Mr. And
Mrs. Thayer died in infancy. Their only daughter
was one of the first graduates of Mary Institute.
She, too, died a number of years ago. The son,
who was formally a resident
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TFA President
Albert Thayer Morton

Plans are well under way for the Thayer
Families Association Reunion and Annual
Meeting to be held at the United States
Military Academy, West Point, June 16- 17,
2000. I have spoken and corresponded with
the staff at both the Military Academy and
Hotel Thayer, and gathered information
you’ll find interesting regarding meeting
space, meals, and accommodations.

My wife, Carolyn, and I recently returned
from a four-day trip to West Point to look at
the Military Academy, and specifically,
Hotel Thayer. Neither of us had ever been
there before, and we thought that it might be
a good idea to see the area so TFA could
better plan the festivities for the reunion.
For those of you that have not been there,
Hotel Thayer is located on the grounds of
the USMA. The hotel is a huge, three
winged, granite building built in 1926 with a
magnificent view of the Hudson River on
one side, and a view of part on the Academy
on the other. The hotel is clean, spacious,
elegantly appointed, and staffed with some
very friendly and helpful people.

Everything is close by; so for hardy souls, a
walking tour isn’t out of the question. For
those who prefer bus tours, they require no
advance reservations. The bus tours offer
some interesting background information
not available in a private drive. Carolyn and
I were enjoying a bus tour on Wednesday
when the guide started telling the group
about our cousin Sylvanus. He is considered
the Father of the Academy, and they really
g0 on about it.

On Thursday we decided to take our own
private tour of the Academy. We had been
told about increased security at the
Academy, which seems to consist of closing
two gates to the Academy, and posting MPs
at the two open gates. When we approached
Thayer gate, an MP stepped out, saluted,
and waved us in. So much for increased
security. We were free to come and go
anywhere we wanted to drive. I’'m sure they
would have referred that we not drive our
car right up to the front door of the library
like we did when we were lost, but nobody
seemed upset. Actually, nobody said
anything while we turned around and
motored off. I think three or four hundred
cadets watched that maneuver. (Nobody
saluted that time.)

We came away seriously impressed with
both the Academy, and Hotel Thayer. A

note to keep in mind is that Hotel Thayer
will close on November 16 of this year, and
remain closed for six months, for
renovations. The renovation process will
continue until late in 2000, but the Hotel has
assured me that the work will not interfere
with our reunion in 2000. From what I was
able to learn, the plans are to bring the hotel
up to 1998 standards without changing the
charm or ambiance, which is awesome.

For those members interested in other
accommodations, we’re working up an
extensive list of motels in the area. There are
many. Regardless of where you stay, I'm
confident you’ll enjoy this reunion and will
be talking about it for years to come.

Thayer Award
By
Curtis Ross Thayer

This is from the VET Press dated Friday,
September 25, 1998:

“Powell receives Colonel Sylvanus Thayer
Award,”

“Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff GEN (Ret) Colin L. Powell will
receive the Thayer Award in ceremonies
at the U.S. Military Academy on Tuesday,
Sept 15. Prior to the presentation
ceremony, a cadet review in honor of
General Powell will take place at 5:00
p-m. on the Plain. The public is invited to
attend the review. The Thayer Award,
named in honor of Col. Sylvanus Thayer,
“Father of the Military Academy,” is
presented annually to an outstanding
citizen whose activities and
accomplishments in the national interest
exemplifies the Academy’s motto, Duty,
Honor, Country. Col. Thayer served as the
superintendent of West Point from 1817
to 1833. The Association of Graduates
since 1958 has presented the award.”

Readers; please see related stories in the
Summer 1995 and Summer 1997 issues of
The Thayer Quarterly.

Three former presidents have been
awarded the Thayer Award; Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, and George
Bush.

Seth Foster Thayer

(continued)

--of Springfield, I1l. Recently removed to St.
Louis.

“The funeral of Mr. Thayer will be held
Thursday, Rev. Dr. Michael Burnham of
Pilgrim  Congregational ~Church  will
officiate. The interment will be in
Bellefontaine. The pallbearers will be
Messrs S. B. Knight, W. L. Webb, E. C.
Chamberlain and O. W. Boardman.”

Seth® Foster Thayer’s lineage is as
follows: Seth®, Libbeus’, TimothyG, Josiah®,
Nathaniel**, Richard®". Seth was born 1 Jun
1822 and was buried 22 Mar 1900. Alice
Watkins was born in 1833. Seth and Alice
were married 4 Oct 1848. Their three
children are as follows: Alice, born 1850,
Henry Foster Thayer, born 1852, and Frank
Walcott Thayer born 1853.

Cl stmz.i-sh”l“ré-e: Bulb

TFA Director Curtis Ross Thayer is
selling these beautiful hand painted
Christmas tree ornaments, which he
introduced at this year’s annual meeting.
The bulb is a gold, 3% [inch] glass bulb.
The logo is similar to the TFA logo with a
red background, white shield, and blue old-
English “T.” The lamp of learning, leafs,
and TFA are in gold, with the TFA motto in
blue. Each bulb is numbered. The cost of
each bulb is a $15 dollar donation, plus $5
shipping for up to four bulbs. If you are
interested please write Curtis directly:

Curtis Ross Thayer
2900 Thayer RD
Freeland, MI 48623-9412
email: benji@bytethis.com



Thayer Businessmen
of
Ithaca, New York
By
Roger Eugene Thayer

John Bingham Thayer, born 25 March
1865 in Caroline Center, Tompkins County
New York, was the only son of William
Henry Thayer and Sarah Landon (they had
five daughters). John first worked as a
logger around Candor, Tioga County NY
where he met Clara Edna Smith, a
schoolteacher there who trained in New
Palz, NY; they were married in 1898 in
Candor. John and Clara then moved to
Ithaca where John was in the process of
buying the Esty Grain Elevator from a
former mayor of Ithaca. The grain elevator
had a steam-powered mill for grinding
grain into both flour for bread and feed for
farm animals. Note the masthead on the
enclosed 1906 receipt for $135 for a horse,
buggy and three blankets; this masthead
also confirms data from The 1907 Ithaca
Directory found by Edith Hebb. John also
had been buying hay and straw and had it
baled for shipment to New York City. Esty
Elevator was a three story building on the
bank of Cayuga Lake Inlet directly across
the road from what is now the bus terminal
on South Meadow Street, (then called West
Street, Ithaca, NY). Later he dismantled the
machinery and found it more practical to
buy feed in railroad car quantities from the
large milling companies in Buffalo. He
was well known around Ithaca and was a
great lover of horses; he tried to keep on
hand in his business to sell everything that
they would need. Dad bought and sold
horses, not regularly, but if someone had
one to sell and Dad knew something of the
character of it; one thing I heard him say

as, “Never sell a ‘flighty’ horse to a
nervous man!” He inherited a lot of
information from his Dad; they were well
acquainted with horses. I can remember
Grandpa, William Henry, rode with Dad
sometimes on a zero degree night on a
horse drawn sleigh and Dad said the only
indication he (Grandpa) was feeling cold
was that he’d change hands holding the
reins.

The old office of the feed store became
somewhat of a gathering place for some of
Ithaca’s older residents who came regularly
every morning to occupy their favorite
chairs; they’d go home for lunch and come
back as regularly as if they
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were on a payroll. They were Civil War
Veterans, so they said. And I wondered if
they weren’t a bit young at that time?
Possibly they could have been members of
the Drum & Bugle Corps. They used to sit
there trading their stories, their memories
of their past. Sometimes they got into a
wee bit of excitement in their reminiscing.
We heard some other such stories. One,
who said he knew John Thayer, said he’d
grab into the top of a bag of feed, ONE IN
EACH HAND, and walk right out of the
warehouse and sling it up onto the wagon.
I’d heard that too. You know how pliable a
sack of grain is; they were 100 pound bags,
but, if you grabbed right tightly into it, you
could pick it up; and HE DID.

Mother prepared Dad’s hot noon meal;
I'd come home from school for lunch,
jump on my bike and take it down to the
office for him. We had an hour and a
quarter so there was plenty of time to run
it down there. Someone was criticizing
him one day as to why he didn’t go home
for a warm lunch; he said this is hot.

It was circa 1926 when John Bingham
Thayer added coal to the feed business
and changed the name to Ithaca Fuel
Supply Co; John’s sons Fred and Bob
took it over as J. B. got older; he died of
cancer in 1941. Fred and Bob Thayer sold
the business in 1967.

Thayer Radio Company

My father, Paul Edward Thayer, born 14
Mar 1901, started his own business in 1927 in
his Ithaca, New York home on West Seneca
Street selling radios. He named it the Thayer
Radio Company, and later expanded to include
all electrical home appliances, thus becoming
the Thayer Appliance Company. It was carried
on by his youngest son, Lawrence, born 17
Feb 1934 and now it is operated by Paul’s
youngest grandson, Douglas John Thayer,
born 1 Feb 1967, all in Ithaca.

I remember various early home radio
receivers on display in our living room on
consignment to Dad from Treman, King &
Co, a local department store. His primary
income, however, was as a print shop
teacher in the Ithaca High School. Soon
Dad’s sales exceeded the capacity of our
house and he built a one room store next
door. Later that was expanded with a second
display room and a repair shop in the rear,
nearly filling up the play yard enjoyed by
my brothers, Bill and Larry, and me. By this
time, circa 1940, Dad was selling
refrigerators (“See Thayer for Frigidaire™),
kitchen stoves and washing machines in
addition to radios and small appliances.

After WW 1II Dad bought a property
across the street, tore down an old tin shop,
and built a big cinderblock building



Thayer Business Men of Ithaca, NY

continued

with large display windows, a repair shop
and a separate warehouse and garage for
delivery trucks in the rear. The name was
changed to the Thayer Appliance Company
and it employed several people in sales,
repair, accounting and delivery. My mother,
Veda, helped with the books and telephone
answering, but was more eager to try out
and demonstrate the latest in home
appliances from Dad’s store, so we had
frequent updates in our kitchen/laundry. As
a teenager | helped repair radios and deliver
goods, but my interest in electronics soon
took me away for most of the year to study
Electrical Engineering at Cornell University.

Dad died in 1958 and Larry took over the
business, having graduated from the
Syracuse University School of Business.
Television receivers, of course, became a
big item in those years. Then in 1995 Doug
took over as the third generation owner/
operator and continues the fine reputation of
the Thayer businessmen of Ithaca, New
York. The business has grown over the 71
years and Doug recently opened a separate
showroom next door for home laundry
equipment in a building Larry acquired
some years before. Doug has won many
awards as did his father, Larry, and
grandfather, Paul, usually in the form of
vacation trips for record sales. Their
employees are treated as family and have
very little turnover. The company motto is,
“We service what we sell” and their county-
wide reputation attests to the good name the
Thayers have always had in Ithaca.

Thanks, Roger, for an interesting insight
to your family’s long run of business in
Ithaca, NY

Readers—I am desperately in need of
stories for YOUR newsletter. If you are shy
about writing I will be glad to write your
story with the information you provide. All
materials will be returned, ~f requested. If
you are writing your own story I suggest
two to three type-written pages. If you are
sending me information to write your story,
you may send as much information as you
have. Please include pictures with your
stories and the lineage of your family, so
far as you know it. Editor

Richard A. Thayer
2885 John Carlson RD
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003
rickthayer@aol.com
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Thayer Appliance Co., Ithaca, NY

Here and Thayer

The following letter of 12 October 1998
from our cousin, James Robert Thayer of
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic was
received by Patricia Muno in response to
her inquiry concerning James’ welfare
after the devastating Hurricane Georges
ravaged that country:

“To reassure you, we were not among
those who were really damaged severely
by the hurricane. We lost some trees,
some plants, had lots of water in the
house, and had a wall brought down
between the two houses that we own. We
are now trying to reconstruct that wall and
after that we will say we were very lucky.
We have had water and electricity from
almost the first day after the storm. As the
electricity supply from the government
here is precarious. We had some back-up
systems, which consisted of an electric
generator from Honda, and an inverter
from the Trace Company which
manufactures, 1 believe, in Washington.
So, as there was gasoline for the
generator, we sailed along. We were
lucky! There were many people who had
their roofs and houses destroyed, who
huddled in shelters without adequate food
and suffered the indignities of filth and
illnesses of the places. Especially those in
agriculture have been cursed, their whole
lives destroyed.

“The biggest money spinner for the
country has been tourism. Some hotels
took it on the chin, and some of the
beaches just disappeared. However, the

ingredients of tourism remain: Sea, sun,
sand and sex. So none of this will really
disappear. The country is now importing
so much, and selling so little of its
products, that the financial situation is
more than bothersome. Much of our
problem came from the lack of
preparation by the government and the
individual ~ families. =~ The  weather
prognosticators were way out. Until the
midnight of the day before the storm we
were led to believe that the hurricane
would touch only the most northerly tip of
the island. We awoke at 5 on the storm
day to discover that it was bearing down
on us within hours. We rushed to get
everything shut and the plants off the
roof, and then waited.

“Our home is particularly solid, being
built in about 1510 with walls a yard
thick. So we had no damage to ourselves,
no broken windows (we really use
wooden mahogany shutters and doors) so
we never felt in danger.”

Thanks, Patricia for sharing this news.
Readers--this letter serves to remind us
that TFA is a world-wide organization.
Besides James, we have members in
Panama and the United Kingdom.
Patricia has also been in contact with
Thayers in New Zealand. Please write me
with stories of your Thayer relatives
outside the continental United States or
stories of your travels abroad.

Editor



TFA Family Historian’s Report
By
Patricia Thayer Muno

The next forthcoming publication in the
Thayer family genealogies will soon be
going to press. This work, which deals with
the descendants of the immigrant, Nathaniel
Thayer, signifies the culmination of vision
and much hard work.

Nathaniel, who was christened in
Thornbury, Gloucester, England on 10 May
1640, was one of three immigrating Thayers
to have come to Massachusetts from
Thornbury during the Colonial period. He
came to America in 1660 and settled in
Taunton, Bristol, MA. At this writing,
Nathaniel’s descendants consist of 13
generations. His descendants are known to
have settled in the 40 following states (listed
by largest population first): MA, VT, NY,
NH, MI, ME, CT, MN, OH, NE, WI, IL,
CA, R, OR, PA, AZ, WA, MT, IA, WY,
GA, FL, CO, NJ, IN, ID, MD, NV, AK,
MO, ND, SD, TN, OK, VA, KS, AL, AR,
TX as well as in Tasmania, Australia and
perhaps elsewhere.

If you are in this line of Thayers and have
not shared your family records, it may be
too late to include your information. It is
NOT, however, too late to share your pre-
1920 Thayer photographs for possible
inclusion in this book. Therefore, this is the
last call for photos of the descendants of
Nathaniel Thayer and Abigail Harvey.
Genealogical information can still be
accepted for the descendants in the line of
Nathaniel and Abigail, but that information
may have to wait for a future publishing
project.

I have just completed the preliminary
editing and formatting and will be sending
the text along to Gordon David (“David”)
Thayer of Salem, Oregon for final editing
and formatting. I am gratefully indebted to
David for his help in this project. An
announcement will appear in a future issue
about the availability of this volume.

I am looking for someone with an interest
in photography to help with future TFA
publishing projects. If you would be
interested, please contact me at the address
listed on the last page of this newsletter.

The formatting and editing of the
following volumes in the Genealogy
Project, which are entitled 4 Comprehensive
Genealogy of the Thayer Family of
America, will continue as planned. The third
publication will be on the descendants of the
immigrant, Richard Thayer, who came to

America in 1641. The fourth, and largest
compilation will be on the descendants of
Thomas Thayer who came to America in
1637. Due to the enormity of these families,
these compilations will be comprised of
multiple volumes. This second publication,
which will be entitled The Descendants of
Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America
1660 will be in one volume inclusively in
over 300 pages.

We have one new Family Representative
to announce this quarter, Dean Edward
Thayer, representing the following line.

Henry Osborne Thayer was born 8 Jan
1840 in Aberdine, Monroe, MS. He married
4 Nov 1865 in Marion County, TN to Helen
Elizabeth BOULT. Helen was born 3 May
1844 in St. Louis, St. Louis, MO. Henry
was the son of Orwell’, (Windsor®,
Stephen’, Samuel®, Thomas®, Ferdinando’,
Thomas') THAYER and  Harriet
OSBORNE. They were the parents of two
known children born in Lebanon, Boone,
IN: Edwin (6 Jan 1867 - 4 Feb 1955) and
Earl (7 Oct 1871- 1934). Individuals having
information, stories or photos to share on the
descendants in this line are urged to contact
Dean at the following address:

Dean Edward Thayer
1335 Wawona St.
Manteca, CA 95377-6707
DThayer683~Jaol.com

On 24 Sep 1998 I received the following
e-mail message from Donald Owen Thayer
of Garden City, NY: “I will be in England
all next week. If I have a free day, where
should I go? I leave on the 26th and will
check my e-mail last at 16:00.” T advised
Don that once we find his earliest known
ancestor’s connection to one of the three
immigrating Thayers, he would likely find
that Thornbury was the home of origin. Don
later stated in a message from England on 2
Oct 1998: “I am still in England. Last
Sunday I was in Bristol. Thornbury was a 5-
minute taxi ride away. I had a free hour and
visited Thornbury Castle, the town, a
graveyard and church. and the Wheatsheaf
Inn (closed) oldest Pub. I will be back in
NY tomorrow night.”

Don sent me a few of his photos and a
brief history of the Manor and the Castle of
Thornbury. Please see his query that
follows.

Query

Elijah James THAYER was born 30 Jun
1858 in Jefferson City, Cole, MO. He
married 3 Dec 1884 to Mary Alice
GORDON in Vernon County, MO. He died
14 Nov 1926 in Emporia, Lyon, KS. He
resided in Wamego, Pottawatomie, Kansas
in 1900 and was in Emporia, KS by 1920.
Elijah and Mary were the parents of Elbert
D., Jessie L., Nellie M., Lyman D., Mary S,
Rupert and Genevieve THAYER. Who
were his parents?

There was an Elijah Thayer living in St.
Louis, St. Louis, MO in 1850 and in Prairie
Twp., Montgomery, MO in 1860. Was that
individual possibly the father of Elijah
James Thayer? Any information about
Elijah Thayer of St. Louis welcome:

Donald Owen Thayer
153 Lincoln Street
Garden City, NY 11530
don@minoxlab.com

The brief Spanish American War between
the United States and Spain took place
between April and August of 1898 over the
issue of the liberation of Cuba. During the
course of the war, the US won Guam,
Puerto Rico and the Philippine Islands.

TFA member, Arthur Ralph Thayer of
Grayling, MI has shared information from
the book Official Souvenir---Michigan
Volunteers of "98--A Complete
Photographic Record of Michigan’s Part in
the Spanish-American War of 1898,
published by G. F. Sterling and Company,
Detroit, MI. In a letter sent 15 June 1998,
Art states .. .there was the 31st, 32nd, 34th
and 35th Michigan Volunteers with each
containing Companies A through M, with
108 men in each company. That makes just
over 5600 Michigan men who served in that
war according to this book; and only three
were Thayers. I have no idea about their
lineage, as the book doesn’t give that type of
information...”

A list of those Thayers who were listed in
this book follow:

Fred A. Thayer; Pvt. Battle Creek.
Company K; 35th Michigan Volunteers.

Was he possibly Frederick A.° (Alanson®,
John Green’, Peter®”, Thomas™?,
Ferdinando?, Thomas') Thayer?

continued



TFA Family Historian’s Report

continued

William  Thayer; Pvt.  Ypsilanti.
Company G; 31st Michigan Volunteers.

Alonzo M. Thayer; Pvt.; Detroit.
Company M. 32nd Michigan Volunteers.

I believe Alonzo M. Thayer was the
following individual: Alonzol0, (Nelson
Oliver9, Simeon8, David7, Reuben6,
Isaac5-4-3,  Ferdinando2,  Thomasl)
Thayer.

Readers are encouraged to contact our
TFA Military Representative if they have
information on the identity of the above
Thayer individuals:

Richard Leon Thayer
844 Lewis Ave
Billings, MT 59101-5844
tayermt@imt.net
(406) 245-3598

Here are the other Thayers that I know of
that served in the Spanish American War:

Willard Ziba THAYER

Born 23 Jun 1849 Evans Mills, Jefferson,
NY. Grandson is TFA member, Ed Brown
of Troy, NY, who states Willard was a
soldier and was remembered as having lived
in a soldier’s home. Ed further states
Willard was “believed to have been injured
during the Spanish-American War and
never returned to his family after the war.
The story goes on to say he spent the
remaining years in a soldiers home for
veterans. My father mentions that he may
have suffered from shell shock™.

Ira Payne THAYER

Born 13 Jan 1861 Patchogue, Long Island,
NY. Granddaughter is TFA member Berta
Ramona Thayer Panama. He was called
“Jira Thayer” the Spanish spelling of his
name. Berta shared the following
information: “Ira was an officer in the U.S.
Army and fought in the Spanish-American
war in Cuba. He was later sent to Panama
with the Army Corp of Engineers (he was a
trained engineer himself) to build the Canal.
He liked the country so much that he
married a local girl and stayed on.”

Royal Wescott THAYER
Born 4 Jan 1874 in Sharpsville, PA. He
was the uncle of TFA member Paul
Goodwin Thayer of Staunton, VA. Paul’s

brother, the late Royal Cranford Thayer,
“He was unmarried and enlisted in the
Army at Louisvile, KY, Spanish-
American War as a Surgeon.”

Tobias THAYER

Born Jun 1882 Damascus, Washington,
VA. He went to Oliver Springs, TN in a
covered wagon with his father in 1887 or
1888. Joined the Army in 1901 and fought
in the Spanish-American War. Moved to
Morristown, TN in 1941 and worked as a
plasterer and brick mason.

QUERY

TFA President Albert Thayer Morton
writes: “On my voice mail tonight was a
message from a Mr. Brasher, who lives in
New Mexico. They have discovered the
remains of a ship off the coast of Mexico,
which went down in 1859. The name of the
ship was the John Elliott Thayer.

“Since I don’t know anything about such
a ship, 1 contacted RickEast (Raymond
Alexander Thayer), and Rick will do some
research in the ship records of the Boston
area, and contact Mr. Brasher.

If any of you have any information,
please contact RickEast and let him know.”

I can only suggest that the ship was
named for the following individual. This
John Eliot Thayer comes from one of
Massachusetts’ most wealthy families.

John Eliot THAYER was born 21 Aug
1803 in Lancaster, Worcester, MA. He
married first on 2 Mar 1837 to Anna
FRANCIS. He married a second time 2 Oct
1855 to Cordelia Adeline GRANGER. John
Eliot Thayer died 29 Sep 1857. His father
was Nathaniel THAYER and his mother
was Sarah TOPPAN.

He was a highly successful investment
banker in Boston in firm of John E. Thayer
& Brother (Nathaniel). He had two sons.
John Eliot Thayer Jr. who died age four.
Also Ebenezer Francis Thayer who was
born 1837 in Cambridge, MA and died 1858
in Avignon, France.

Any reader having information on ship
is encouraged to write:

Raymond Alexander Thayer
39 Newbury Ave.
North Quincy, MA 02171-1601
RickEast@ix.netcom.com

QUERY

Searching for the parents of William
Herriot THAYER, born about May 1850
in New Brunswick, Canada. He married
about 1881 to  Margaret Ellen
BOSHEIMER William died about 1915,
possibly in Atchison, Atchinson Co., KS.
The family was living there in 1900. He
may have been a brother of James G.
Thayer who also resided there in 1900.

William Herriot Thayer

William and Margaret were the parents
of the following children, all thought to
have been born in Atchinson, KS:

1. Kathryn E. (or D.) THAYER Oct 1882
2. Bernice E. THAYER Jan 1886

3. Janet Mae THAYER 5 May 1888

4. Charles H. THAYER May 1891

5. Mildred M. THAYER Abt 1901

Great grandson, Paul Bartholomew,
states: “Will THAYER worked on the
Eads Bridge in St. Louis before settling in
Atchison, Kansas. In Atchison, he owned
Thayer Foundry, married and raised a
family.” The accompanying photo in
Paul’s possession of William taken about
1900.

Anyone having knowledge of this
family please contact:

Paul Bartholomew
4245 Gertrude
St. Louis, MO 63116
pbart933@aol.com



Thaver Expedition to Brazil
1865 - 1866
By
Richard A. Thayer, Editor

Many of us who have Internet access
have, no doubt, conducted searches under
the name “Thayer.” Any and every time I
have done such a search I have come across
information under the heading of the Thayer
Expedition to Brazil. Well, being curious as
I am, and being your Editor, I thought I had
better look into this expedition.

Louis Agassiz (1807-1873) was born in
Switzerland and came to the United States
in 1846 to lecture at Lowell Institute in
Boston, MA. This resulted in his being
appointed Professor of Natural History at
the Lawrence Scientific School of Harvard
University. He founded the Museum of
Comparative  Zoology (MCZ) there.
Professor Agassiz was a friend of Nathaniel
Thayer as described in his own words in his
book, A Journey in Brazil (1868):

“In the winter of 1865 it became necessary
for me, on account of some disturbace of
my health, to seek a change of scene and
climate, with rest from work.... Toward
Brazil I was drawn by a lifelong desire... as
a mere vacation it had little charm for me. I
could not forget that, had I only the
necessary means, I might make collections
on this journey which, whenever our
building could be so enlarged as to give
room for their exhibition, would place the
Museum in Cambridge on a level with the
first institutions of the kind. While I was
brooding over these thoughts I chanced to
meet Mr. Nathaniel Thayer, whom I have
ever found a generous friend to science. The
idea of appealing to him for a scheme of this
magnitude had not, however, occurred to
me; but he introduced the subject, and, after
expressing his interest in my proposed
journey, added, “You wish, of course, to
give it a scientific character; take six
assistants with you, and I will be responsible
for all their expenses, personal and
scientific.”

This Nathaniel Thayer (1808-1883) must
have been very wealthy to make such a
generous offer! Obviously Professor
Agassiz was so grateful he named the
expedition after his benefactor. I would have
had trouble identifying this Nathaniel
Thayer except for his sending his son on the
expedition.

o
b= e
= e
frizzics e
pry : e
P
fani e
i i
S o
S : SR
e o s
:wgﬁﬁ-ﬁ i sk 2 EE.., i ey e
E R i i T e
ggvgomh R e VammE s .
Lt i s ; s 7
SR i R fily
PR i
S i : e i
e ; SRR
E ﬁ;ﬁxm E R R
R = 5
fretabe s : o
ot GEEE 2 L R S
e R i
M & T N G 3
e * 5
HE e E EEs
Ei e i
S : * » .
Senamia : S
E S e
S i
i = i
o e el e W
- o £ =
e e ;
e i 5 i3]
i b
B e :
i e
e G S
R s oo o i k*z:a\-d—a‘\eb
i i e +>§:§ SRl
T e ; B =
BiLi S i i T
B o o : S e
& e g
i i : e SR
e ; :
. B e
S % S
vk i i
B i R i
§ i S
e e
: . i
& e
B S
R
i
L
e b
i SR
= SR So
25 \n&f& s
e o
S
i
e

e

William James, D. Bourget, Walter Hunnewell,
S.V.R. Thayer, Jacques Burkhardt, M. Cotinho, and
Newton Dexter. Photo: MCZ Archive.

Stephen Van Rensselaer Thayer (1847-
1871) accompanied Professor Agassiz to
Brazil. This unusual middle name allowed
me to identify Stephen’s mother as
Cornelia Patterson Van Rensselaer (1823-
1897), wife of Nathaniel. Nathaniel’s
lineage is as follows: Nathaniel7,
Nathaniel6, Ebenezer5, Nathaniel4,
Cornelius3, Nathaniel2, Richard1.

Simple arithmetic reveals that Stephen V.
R. Thayer was 18 years old at the
beginning of the expedition. We could
speculate that Nathaniel sent his son on this
journey as a chance to see something of the
world, to grow and mature. We could also
speculate that Nathaniel was trying to
protect his son from the Civil War (1861-
1865). I am not a student of that war, but
perhaps one of our readers could enlighten
us on the possibility of Stephen being
“drafted” into the war. The war was on
Professor Agassiz’s mind as he writes:

“April 2d, 1865.-Our first Sunday at sea.
The weather is delicious, the ship as steady
as anything on the water can be, and even
the most forlorn of our party have little
excuse for sea-sickness. We have had
service from Bishop Potter this morning,

and since then we have been on deck
reading, walking, watching a singular
cloud, which the captain says is a cloud of
smoke, in the direction of Petersburg. We
think it may be the smoke of a great
decisive engagement going on while we
sail peacefully along. What it means, or
how the battle ends, if battle it be, we shall
not know for two months perhaps. (On the
17th of May, nearly a month after our
arrival in Rio, this cloud was interpreted ‘to
us. It was, indeed, charged with the issues
of life and death, for it was on this day and
the following that the final assaults on
Petersburg were made, and the cloud
which marred an otherwise stainless sky, as
we were passing along the shores of
Virginia, was, no doubt, the mass of smoke
gathered above the opposing lines of the
two armies.)”

The Thayer Expedition to Brazil was an
unqualified success. Current statistics show
that some 34,000 specimens were collected
at 157 different locations in Brazil. The
scientific community benefited greatly
from the generosity of Nathaniel Thayer
and the intellect of Professor Agassiz.



Alfred Thayer Mahan
By
Richard A. Thayer, Editor

I could call this article deja vu. This
article could start out exactly like the
preceding article about the Thayer

Expedition. Anyone “surfing the net”
(searching the internet), under the name
Thayer will sooner or later come across
Alfred Thayer Mahan.

Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914)

Feeling fairly confident and smug about
figuring out which Nathaniel Thayer
financed the Thayer Expedition to Brazil,
I tried to apply the same logic to the name
Alfred Thayer Mahan. Surely anyone with
a middle name of Thayer must be so
named after his mother’s maiden name.
Anyone studying genealogy will note that
it is a very common practice for the
middle name of the second son to be his
mother’s maiden name.

Wrong! Not this time! I had trouble
finding Alfred’s parents. 1 consulted
Patricia Thayer Muno and she had no
maiden names of Mahan in her files. I
resulted to writing the Naval War College
at Newport, RI, which holds many of the
writings of Mahan, a very important
Naval figure. Here is the response I
received:

“Sorry to disappoint you, but you may
not claim a blood relationship to Alfred
Thayer Mahan on the “Thayer” side.
According to Robert Seager, author of

Alfred Thayer Mahan: the Man and His
Letters (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute
Press, 1977, p. 3), Alfred got his middle
name from Lieutenant Colonel Sylvanus
Thayer who was a superintendent at West
Point from which the father, Dennis, had
graduated and the institution where
Dennis had later taught mathematics.
Perhaps you can make A. T. Mahan an
honorary  Thayer, nevertheless. Or,
perhaps now you will try to research
Sylvanus Thayer’s lineage. Good luck!”

Alice K. Juda
Reference Librarian
Naval War College

Thanks, Alice, for your quick reply to
me. Imagine, Dennis Mahan was so
impressed with (then) Lieutenant Colonel
Sylvanus Thayer that he included the
Thayer name in his son’s name! Alfred’s
place of birth is listed as West Point. He
would grow up to be a dominant figure in
the U.S. Navy with 137 scholarly articles
and 20 books published.

Alfred Thayer Mahan was considered a
brilliant naval strategist and served two
terms as President of the Naval War
College. He was not much of a sea going
captain, however. I found an article by
DONALD LANKIEWICZ entitled “The
Reluctant Seaman”, (American History
Magazine), which I found to be
captivating. It starts as follows:

“HE WAS PERHAPS the most
celebrated naval historian of his era, an
influential promoter of United States
naval and commercial expansion during
America’s rise to world power in the late
nineteenth century. As the author of
numerous articles and books, including
the landmark The Influence of Sea Power
Upon History, 1660-1 783, Alfred Thayer
Mahan was widely regarded as a brilliant
naval theorist. From his writings, readers
would never have guessed, however, that
the renowned champion of the United
States Navy hated the sea, and while an
active-duty naval officer, lived in constant
fear of ocean storms and colliding ships.”

LANKJEWICZ goes on to describe
numerous incidents, which, in my Naval
experience, would have resulted in
Mahan’s immediate relief as captain of a
ship! An excellent article, well worth
looking up in your local library.
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CALL FOR 1999 DUES

Your 1999 TFA dues are now due and
we request you use the enclosed envelope
to ensure you are properly credited for
them. Please make your check for $15
payable to TFA and mail it using the
enclosed envelope. You will note the
envelope has your return address sticker
already applied. With so many Thayers
this envelope allows us to accurately track
you without the expense of printing a
separate payment coupon. If you pay your
dues now it will save TFA the expense of
sending a separate notice by first class
mail.

Multiple year dues are now accepted.
Also, gift memberships are always
accepted. If you are adding a gift
membership please put the persons name
and complete address on a piece of paper
and include their dues with yours in one
check.

Thank you for promptly paying your
dues.

101* Reunion!
By
David S. Thayer

On August 16, 1998 the Thayer Family
Association of Lower Canada-East &
Vermont held their 101” family reunion at
Prouty Park in  Newport, VT.
Approximately 64 family members
traveled from Quebec, Vermont, Maine,
Connecticut, and Florida.

The reunion included a potluck dinner
with live music, business meeting with
election of new officers, and genealogy.
The association publishes a newsletter and
sells related items such as T-shirts and
ball caps.

Anyone wishing more information
about this organization, upcoming
reunions (every August), or possible
relations in Canada or Vermont is

encouraged to contact:

David S. Thayer
735 Gambill Cove Rd
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
email: davidthayer®compuserve.com

David S. Thayer is a TFA member as well
David is the Editor and Publisher of the
Journal, the newsletter of the Thayer
Family Association of Lower Canada-
East & Vermont. Editor



Oldest Living Thayers
By
Patricia Thayer Muno

A recent query by Gordon David Thayer
of Salem, Oregon raised the question as to
whom was the oldest living Thayer.
Tonight, I received the sad news in a long
distance phone call from my cousin, fellow
TFA member, Kathryn Thayer Rorabaugh
of Battleground, WA informing me that
my great Uncle (Kathryn’s Uncle), Leo
Eugene Thayer, of Salt Lake City had
passed away 28 Oct 1998 at age 95. He
was born 7 Oct 1903 in San Bernardino,
CA. He is also the uncle of TFA member,
Bernadine Thayer Hall, of St. Helens, OR.
Uncle Leo was such a polished gentleman,
I only wish he could have known how
close we are to finding our connection to
the Thayer family. He was the son of our
elusive Joseph Frank Thayer Sr. and his
wife, Estella Florence Fairchild.

As a starter, I offer my cousin, John
Ewen Thayer, of Greenville, SC, who
celebrated his 91st birthday on Jan. 11,
1998, making him a bit over 10 months
older than Robert Nathaniel Thayer, Sr.

Jeff Thayer, in Pittsburgh, PA writes:

Robert Nathaniel Thayer celebrates his
91st birthday, Nov. 20, and is one of the
most senior Thayers living today. Anyone
wishing to send him birthday wishes may
do so at the following address:

Robert Nathaniel Thayer, Sr.
2361 S. Indiana Ave., Apt. 2202
Chicago, IL 60616-2834

Here is another forerunner in the Thayer
family: Howard Saville Thayer today is
89 years old.

We just lost our friend/cousin and
fellow TFA member, Arthur Royal Mann
Thayer who was born 28 Aug 1899 and
died just 14 days short of his 99th
birthday on 11 Aug 1998.

We invite all our readers to submit any
information you have on a Thayer you
know of that would qualify as the oldest
living Thayer.

Patricia Thayer Muno
6885 SW 161 Place
Beaverton, OR 97007-6336
E-mail TriciaMuno@aol.com

IN MEMORIAM
By
Richard A. Thayer

Several of our readers have submitted
obituaries which I sadly and respectfully
post here.

Reginald L. Thayer of San Rafael, CA,
died on 15 Sep. 1998 as the result of a fall
from a ladder. Reg was 85 years of age.
He is survived by half brother Harvey L.
Thayer of Inver Grove, MN, cousins and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Mr. Thayer was born in 1913, schooled at
Birchwood, Ontario, and Bloomer, WI. He
later attended Ohio Wesleyan University in
Delaware, OH. He entered the Army in the
first draft before WW 11, attended OCS at
Camp Lee Virginia and left the service a
Major after serving in the Quartermaster
Corps in Belgium during the war.

After leaving the service Reginald
managed a medical clinic at Chicago, IL
and later moved to San Rafael where he
operated a closet shop and retired in 1979.
The remains were cremated and buried at
sea. No services were performed and no
obituary was published, at his request.

Harvey L. Thayer
14 Bryce Ave. East
Inver Grove, MN 55076

One of TFA’s best supporters, Jean
Folsum Thayer'® (Paul Folsum’, Lewis
Haleyg, Hiram’, Charles®, Daniel’,
Samuel®, Isaac®, Ferdinando’, Thomas')
died 1 September 1998 in Youngstown
Ohio. She was born 8 Nov 1924 in
Youngstown the daughter of Paul Folsum
and Henrietta (Herrick) Thayer. She was
an ardent family historian and very active
in the Christian Church for which she
served 30 years as Secretary. Each year
her branch held family reunions in Ohio
and last year almost 70 of them were
wearing TFA T-shirts. She produced a
marvelous book each year with the family
history in it and updated to show all the
new arrivals, children and spouses, and
photos at the reunion. The reunion this
year was cancelled due to the death of
Jean’s brother William Herrick Thayer on
20 Jul 1998 and the illness and subsequent
death of Jean.

Jerry Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531

Mr. Orlo R. Thayer, 80, of Otego died
Tuesday evening, Aug. 25, 1998, at The
Meadows, Cooperstown, NY. He was born
May 29, 1918, in Oneonta, the son of
Robert and Mabel (Van Woert) Thayer
(Orlo“, Robertlo, Andrew’, Johng, David’,
Jonathan®, Oliver’®, William3, Shadrach2,
Thomas").

Orlo was twice married. His first wife, the
former Harriet Knapp, was married Oct.
4,1941, in North Franklin. She died June 29.
1984. His second marriage was to the former
Clara Woodruff of Bainbridge, whom he was
married to for four years until her death in
1996.

He was a veteran of the United States Army
during World War II.

Orlo was a shipping clerk for Bendix
Corp. in Sidney, NY for 32 years prior to his
retirement, as well as having operated his
own dairy farm at the same time.

He was a graduate of the Milford High
School, Milford. He was a lifelong area
resident, having moved to Otego, NY with
his family in 1955 from Mount Upton. A
very community-minded person, Orlo was a
member of the Otego United Methodist
Church, Otego, where he served as a
member of the church Administrative
Council for a number of years as well as
having been involved as a member of the
Seniors Group at Otego, the Otego Old
Boys Club. He was a member of American
Legion Post 259 of Oneonta and a former
volunteer fireman for the Otego Fire
Department.

Following his retirement from Bendix and
the Farm, Orlo was well known throughout
the area for a Rototilling Business that he
founded. He had several customers that
depended on him every year to come rototill
their gardens so they could do their spring
planting. He also was one of Santa’s helpers
at Bresee ‘s Oneonta Department Store and
the Southside Mall during the Christmas
season, where he recalled many times, many
cherished memories and stories.

His dog, Lady, and his cat, Rascal, were
loved deeply by him.

He is survived by two sons and a
daughter-in-law, Larry R. and Ruth Thayer
of New Lisbon and Harry 0. Thayer of
Otego; two daughters and a son-in-law,
Priscilia Thayer of Sidney and Susan and
Stanley Zoltanski of Jacobstown, NJ; one
sister, Marjorie Crandall of Oneonta; one
brother, Frank Thayer of Horse-heads; also
survived by 13 grand-children, 17 great
grandchildren, several nieces, nephews
and cousins.



THAYER-WITSELL
Family Reunion
By
Robert N. Thayer Sr.

The Thayer-Witsell 13™ family reunion
was held from July 22-26 in Jacksonville
FL. The theme was “Florida Fantasy.”
The festivities included city tours, picnics,
pool party, heritage and business
meetings. The reunion ended with a
memorial and worship service.

The family moves it’s reunion location
each year and has met in: Charleston,
Chicago, Baltimore, Los Angeles, Miami,
Atlanta, Houston, San Diego, and
Philadelphia.

The next reunion for this family will be
in Minneapolis, MN in the year 2000. For
further information write:

Robert N. Thayer
2631 S. Indianna Ave. Apt. 2202
Chicago, IL 60616

This is a large family with well-
organized  reunions. Their  group
photographs usually contain over 100
persons. A complete story written by
Robert’s  daughter, Marcia Thayer
McGee, appeared in the Winter 96/97
issue of the Thayer Quarterly. Robert is
one of our oldest living Thayers (see page
9).  Editor

Are you involved with a Thayer family
reunion? Please write me with the details
for publication in this newsletter. Stories
for this newsletter are desperately needed.
Please submit two to three type written
pages and photographs. Feeling timid?
Send me the information and I will write
your story.

Roger Eugene Thayer writes:

Fred Martin Thayer, Jr., b. 19 Dec 41 in
Ithaca, NY, now a professor of music in
Williamsport, PA, and his son, Jeff
Michael Thayer, b. 26 Oct 1975, also a
musician, on their way to California by
auto for a month at the Music Academy of
the West; they stopped at a town called
Thayer, Missouri. The photos prove they
were there. We have a Thayer Street here
in Edgartown, MA and I have heard of
other roads named after our family, but
this is the first whole town I have heard of
with our great name. Readers, send in
your photos if there are other Thayer
towns.

Jeff Michael Thayer visiting Thayer, Missouri

We know of many locations in the United States name Thayer. I would like to ask all
my readers to look into a location near them and research it for us. We would all like to
know how these locations came to be named Thayer. Here is a partial list:

Thayer, Illinois; Thayer, Indiana; Thayer, lowa; Thayer, Kansas; Thayer, Michigan;
Thayer, Mississippi; Thayer, Missouri; Thayer, Nebraska; Thayer, South Carolina;
Thayer, West Virginia; Thayer Corners, New York.

Richard A. Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003
e-mail: rickthayer@aol.com
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THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION LOOKUPS
By
Jerry Thayer

Find the female lines in your Thayer genealogy!

The Thayer Families Association, TFA, is sponsoring a “lookup”
program for its members. The service is free for members only.
Members may request either on line e-Mail lookups at no charge or
replies by regular mail with a self-addressed stamped envelope (SASE)
included. Lookups should be for specific persons/families and not catch
all or shotgun type requests. Volunteers have the right to reject requests
that are so general as to require extensive work and may decline to
photocopy books that are too fragile. TFA Members are also encouraged
to VOLUNTEER for lookups from books in their own library as a
service to other TFA members and to TFA. Books containing transcripts
of public records are preferred but - County Histories and genealogies
are accepted. If you can provide lookups either by e-Mail or regular
mail, or both, please contact the program manager, Jerry Thayer at
HJThayerAaol.com or by regular mail at 311 Willow Oaks Blvd.,
Hampton, VA 23669-1531. The title of the book and state/county/town
covered, your name, address and e-Mail address are needed to post in
the Thayer Quarterly and the TFA web site. A list of currently available
lookups is shown below.

THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION LOOKUPS
(regular mail address of lookup volunteers below)

STATE/ITEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER
Massachusetts:
Puritan Village
(Sudbury/Marlboro) Middlesex Jerry Thayer
Braintree MA records
1640-1793 Norfolk Jerry Thayer
MA Vital Records to 1850:

Town
Bellingham Norfolk Jerry Thayer
Douglas Worcester Jerry Thayer
Grafton Worcester Jerry Thayer
Holliston Middlesex Jerry Thayer
Lancaster Worcester Jerry Thayer
Mendon Worcester Jerry Thayer
Milford Worcester Jerry Thayer
Upton Worcester Jerry Thayer
Uxbridge Worcester Jerry Thayer
Westborough Worcester Jerry Thayer
Wrentham (marriage & Death) Norfolk Jerry Thayer
Maine:
Marriage Returns of Penobscot County,
ME prior to 1892. Madora Boyd
Maryland:
Settlers of Maryland, 173 1-1750 Madora Boyd
New England:
New England Historical & Gen. Soc. CDs Case Zwart

CD 117 New England Families 1600s-1800s. Case Zwart

STATE/ITEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER
New England (continued):

CD 316 1840 Census selected counties Case Zwart

CD 317 1850 Census selected counties Case Zwart
New Hampshire:

History of Westmoreland Cheshire Jerry Thayer
Cem. records Westmoreland Cheshire Jerry Thayer
New Jersey:

Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart

The 1693 Census of the Swedes on the Delaware

by Peter Craig

Case Zwart

Salem County NJ Vitals by H.Stanley Craig Case Zwart
Records of the Swedish Lutheran Churches Case Zwart

of Raccoon and Penns Neck NJ-WPA

New York:

18th Century Doc. Dutchess
Minisink Valley

Ref. Dutch Ch. Records  Orange/Ulster

Palatine Families of NY 1710 Hudson Valley
History of Saratoga Co. NY Saratoga
Marriage/Death 1817-1885 Seneca

Ulster County Probate records Ulster

Family History Center IGI Microfiche
History of St Lawrence County, NY
History of Otsego County, 1878

History of Delaware County, 1880
Oneonta city Directories many years

Ohio:
Early vital records (partial) Belmont
Historical Collections Harrison

Judy Thayer

Jerry Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Judy Thayer
Judy Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Case Zwart

Case Zwart

Rick Thayer
Rick Thayer
Rick Thayer

Jerry Thayer
Jerry Thayer

Early Ohio Tax Records [about 1800 to 1840]

Pennsylvania:
Host Tulpehochen Church Records Berks

Christ Luth. Church Stouchsburg Berks
Early Tulpehocben Tombstones  Berks
Early German Ch. records Berks

Cemetery Records (Northern halt) Butler
Cumberland Co. Chronicles Cumberland
Direct Federal Tax List 1798 Cumberland
Ten Mile Country Greene
Cemetery Surname Index Lancaster
History of Lawrence Co. Lawrence
Jerusalem Lutheran Church records

Lawrence
Warrington MM Records (Quaker) York
Ten Mile Country Washington
Marriage 1780-1857 Washington

CD 286 1870 Census-Pennsylvania East

Rhode Island:
Dictionary of Rhode Island Families
by NEHGR, Vol. I & 11

Madora Boyd

Judy Thayer
Judy Thayer
Judy Thayer
Judy Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Judy Thayer
Judy Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Judy Thayer
Jerry Thayer

Jerry Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Jerry Thayer
Case Zwart

Case Zwart



STATE/ITEM COUNTY VOLUNTEER

Vermont:

Soldiers, Sailors, and Patriots of the Revolutionary War
Madora Boyd

Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart

Vermont Families in 1791, Vol.1, by Gen. Soc. of Vermont

Case Zwart
Virginia:
Shenandoah Valley (VA)
Pioneers and Their descendants. Madora Boyd
CANADA:
Loyalists of Ontario Judy Thayer
History of Kent Co. Ontario, Kent Judy Thayer
ENGLAND:
Suffolk County Wills 1629-1640 Suffolk  Jerry Thayer
Essex County Wills 1571-1577 Essex Jerry Thayer

Genealogical Gazetteer of England also one of Scotland

Case Zwart
HOLLAND:
Family History Center IGI Microfiche Case Zwart
GENEALOGIES:
Samuel Gorton of Rhode Island Judy Thayer
Garnsey, Guernsey Genealogy Judy Thayer
Founders & Patriots by Colket-
Emigrants from Europe 1607-1657 Case Zwart
Royal Descent of 500
Immigrants to the American - Case Zwart
Colonies by Gary Boyd Roberts
American Loyalist Claims by Peter Wilson
Coldham Case Zwart
The Doty-Dotten Family Case Zwart
CD 173 Genealogies of Long Island
Families, 1600s-1800s. Case Zwart

Biographical Review, Otsego Co. NY 1893 Rick Thayer

Addresses: e-mail:

Jerry Thayer HJThayer@aol.com
Henry J. Thayer

311 Willow Oaks Blvd.

Hampton, VA 23669-1531

Judy Thayer JLYThayer@aolom

Judith L. Young-Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531

Case Zwart
40 Red Oak Road
Oreland, PA 19075

czwart@voicenet.com

Rick Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003

rickthayer@aol.com

Madora Boyd

Madora Allin Thayer Boyd

18531 SW Forstrom PO Box 745
Rochester, WA 98579-0745

matboyd@aol.com
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First US Monument to a Woman: A Thayer Descendant!
By
Patricia Thayer Muno

The first monument, commemorating the fame of a woman, to be
erected in the United States was one to Thayer descendant, Hannah
Webster Duston, on June 1, 1861 in Haverhill, Massachusetts.

Hannah was born 23 Dec 1657 in Haverhill, MA. She married
Thomas Duston in 1677. They were the parents of eleven children by
the time Haverhill was captured by the Indians on 15 March 1697.
Hannah was taken from her bed, along with her infant daughter of six
days, Martha, and was coerced to march towards Canada with only one
shoe and scantily clad raiment with her captors. As Hannah’s husband,
Thomas, attempted to save the couple’s older children her nurse, Mary
Neff, tried to escape with the baby. However, Mary and the baby were
captured also.

Hannah and Mary were dragged towards the woods as the Indians
joined the rest of their band with their plunder and captives. A total of 27
inhabitants were killed outright and another 13 were captured. Some of
the weaker captives were heartlessly knocked on the head and scalped.
Noticing that Mary struggled to keep up the strenuous march while
carrying baby, one of the captors snatched the baby from her arms and
before her mother’s petrified eyes, crushed the baby’s head against an
apple tree. The women suffered greatly as they went through unbroken
wilderness still covered with the winter’s snow and mud. They, along
with a 14-year-old boy, Samuel Leonardson, agonized through the cold
of the terrible journey of over a hundred miles as they crossed icy
brooks, which tore their feet. Young Samuel had been taken captive near
Worcester over a year before.

During the time they were being forced to march, Hannah was making
plans for the trio’s escape, which she secretly conveyed, to Mary and
Samuel. The boy, having lived with the Indians for so long, was now
practically considered a part of the family to them. When he asked his
captor how he had killed the settlers, the Indian explained that he hit
them on the temple and then proceeded to instruct young Samuel in how
to take a scalp. Samuel communicated this information to the women
and the three finalized their plan for escape.

After a time, the Indian’s grew careless, and in the middle of a
night that they neglected to set up a guard, Hannah awakened Mary
and Samuel, armed them each with a tomahawk and silently crept to
the heads of their sleeping captors. At a given signal, the tomahawks
briskly plummeted and the three were successful in the destruction
of ten of their twelve captors, with only a wounded squaw and a boy
escaping into the forest.

The trio hastily piled foodstuff and weapons into one canoe and
dispersed the remaining. Soon realizing that their story might be a
bit too incredible, Hannah ordered the group back to the camp to
take the scalps of their captors for proof. She wrapped the prizes in
the same cloth that had been taken from her loom at the time of her
capture. By walking at night on foot and hiding during the day, they
finally made their way home. Their remarkable adventure was
received with amazement throughout the colonies. Young Samuel
returned to his home and found that his father had removed to
Preston, Connecticut where he grew to manhood, married and had
three children. Little else is known about our brave cousin, Hannah
after this remarkable event.

The Story of Hannah Duston has been published in greater detail
by H. D. Kilgore, Historian for the Haverhill Tercentenary in June
1940 for the Duston-Dustin Family Association. Story idea was
submitted to TFA Family Historian, Patricia Muno by James Loren
Thayer of Corydon, IN in Braintree on 27 June 1998.



Corrections to Genealoges in Print: The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer Families of Gloucestershire England 1500-1660.

By
Patricia Thayer Muno

A number of corrections to the early England Thayer pedigrees are available on the TFA Web site as well as available through the
US mail service. New-found facts indicate the immigrant, Cecily Thayer Davis, was a daughter of John T(h)ayer and Joan Lawrence.

Since the names of the parents were not generally given in the christening records of St. Mary the Virgin church parish registers, the
reconstruction of the Thayer pedigrees has been a most burdensome responsibility. An additional consideration contributing to the
confusion regarding the placement of Cecily was the fact she could also have easily fit into the family Edward T(h)ayer and his wife,
Kathryn Eddys. It should be noted that Edward and John Thayer were brothers. Cecily was erroneously presented as a daughter of
Edward and Kathryn in my publication The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer Families of Gloucestershire England 1500-1660.

It has not been until the recent efforts of researcher, Clifford L. Stott, of Orem, Utah, that we have known for a certainty that the
Immigrant, Cecily Thayer Davis, was indeed, the daughter of John T(h)ayer and Joan Lawrence. It became evident that Walter Faxon,
Edward Henry Whorf, and Henry Ernest Woods had misread a number of entries in the original parish records. It was also discovered
that these earlier compilers had misread the name of John T(h)ayer’s daughter to be “Evelyn” in his will! I saw a photocopy of this
original record when I met with Cliff in his home in Orem, Utah in August 1998.

I have passed Cliff a number of times in the aisles of the Family History Library in Salt Lake City but this was the first time we had
the opportunity to meet in person. Unfortunately, we did not have a flash with us when we used the last of our roll of film to capture
this meeting.

Clifford soon learned that nearly all of the earlier compilers of Thayer genealogical publications had relied heavily on the 1906
article published in the New England Historical and Genealogical Register (Vol 60:281-88) by Faxon, Whorf and Woods. This well-
known article, entitled “Tayer (Thayer) Family Entries in the Parish Register of Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England,” provided
extracts of the Tayer entries from the parish registers of St. Mary the Virgin in Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England. This single
source appears to have been the downfall of most later compilers, myself included, who took the source as definitive.

In his 1907 publication, The Thayer Family of Thornbury: A Study Trying Its Reconstruction, Tomas Thayer Ojeda appears to be
the first compiler to attempt to assemble the Thornbury Thayer pedigree. In that source, he presents Cecily as a child of Edward
T(h)ayer and Kathryn Eddys. Knowing there was much confusion among the various compilers, Clifford, instead of relying on the
1906 NEHGR article, or on the publications of earlier compilers, went directly to the microfilm copies of the original St. Mary church
parish registers and the microfilmed wills of the Consistory Court of Gloucester.

Through his study of these records, Cliff discovered the parents of John T(h)ayer’s wife, Joan Lawrence, to have been James
LAWRENCE and Cecily HILPE. It soon became evident that John and Joan had named their daughter after her maternal
grandmother. Recognition of this apparent truth also helped to clarify the recurrent use of the HILPE surname in John T(h)ayer’s will
of 31 Dec 1600. Upon Cliff’s further personal investigation of in that ancient record, he soon discovered that Faxon had mis-
transcribed Cicely’s name to be “Evelyn”!

See Clifford Stott’s first installment on the Gloucestershire T(h)ayer Ancestry in the April 1998 issue of The American Genealogist,
Vol 73, No.2 (pp. 81-90). Also the conclusion in the August 1998 issue of TAG, Vol 73, No. 3 (pp. 209-219).

If you have ordered the book The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer Families of Gloucestershire England 1500-1660, you can receive a copy
of these errata by sending a self-addressed-stamped-envelope (SASE) to the following address:

Patricia Thayer Muno
Thayer Family Historian
6885 SW 161 Place
Beaverton, OR 97007-6336
If you have access to the Internet, you may see these errata by connecting to the following web site:
http://thayer.genealogist.net
Individuals receiving orders of this book after September 1998 will already have this information included in the publication.

Sticker and Patch order form, Thayer Book order
form have been removed from this electronic copy. END.
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