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a usable electronic format. The masthead 
information is of our current design; the 
articles below are what appeared when this 
issue was printed. 
 

Dr. William Arthur Thayer 
By 

Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
 
   One of the most gratifying things a 
genealogist or family historian can find is an 
old county history that includes his or her 
family. A further coup is finding a history that 
includes photographs or drawings of ones� 
ancestors and signatures. While the following 
family is not closely related to me, they are 
from my home county of Otsego, NY. 
   Readers will recognize the town of 
Cooperstown for two reasons. First, 
Cooperstown is the home of The Baseball Hall 
of Fame. Second, it is named after one of 
America�s most celebrate authors: James 
Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851). 
   Cooper grew up on the shores of scenic 
Otsego Lake as his father developed the area 
from wilderness. This area of upstate New 
York is rich in history and scenic beauty and 
had a lasting effect on James Fenimore 
Cooper. Perhaps most memorable are 
Cooper�s Leatherstocking Tales in which his 
main character, Natty Bumppo is also know 
as: Deerslayer, Hawkeye, Pathfinder, and 
Leather- stocking. Only a few years ago 
Cooper�s novel Last of the Mohicans was 
immortalized in film. Although filmed in the 
Carolinas, the scenery depicted is very close to 
that of upstate New York, (just disregard the 
rhododendrons, they are not native to the 
forests of New York). 
    I had the good fortune of attending my 
nephew�s wedding this summer and spent a 
day in Cooperstown. I visited James Fenimore 
Cooper�s grave and spent many hours in the 
County Courthouse researching my family, 
and other Thayers. I was able to provide much 
information to TFA Historian/Genealogist 
Patricia Thayer Mono. 
   Here now, quoted in it�s entirety is the entry 
for Dr. Walter8 Arthur Thayer, starting with  

his father Caleb7 (William6, John5, Philip4, 
Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1). I have added 
some information in square brackets [ ] for 
clarity. 

 
   �Caleb Thayer, father of the doctor, was 
born in the town of Hardwick, Worchester Co., 
Mass., Jan 28, 1799. Moved to the State of 
New York with his family in 1829, and settled 
in the town of Otsego, in the same 
neighborhood in which he continued to reside 
until his death. In his early residence in Otsego 
he was engaged in the manufacture of lead 
pipe for conveying water, and for quite a 
number of years he traveled in Otsego and 
adjoining counties in this business; but after 
cheaper processes of manufacture had been 
invented, he discontinued the business, and 
confined himself exclusively to farming. In an 
obituary notice, published in the Cooperstown 
Journal, the following is said of him [Caleb 
Thayer]: 
   �He was descended from a long-lived 
ancestry, and inheriting a vigorous 
constitution, which his temperate and 
industrious habits tended well to preserve. He 
was enabled with very little physical suffering 
and mind unimpaired to reach a ripe old age, 
to which very few now attain. His was truly a 
busy life. Time to him was too precious to lie 
squandered in idleness and dissipation. Ever 
ready to extend a helping hand to those who 

were needy, he had no charity for the idle and 
dissipated. He was very social in his 
disposition and enjoyed with much zest the 
society of his friends and neighbors, many of 
whom often came to him for advice and 
counsel. In his intercourse with his fellow-men 
and in all his business relations, he was ever 
guided by the principles of right and justice. 
   �Mr. Thayer was twice married. By his first 
wife, whose maiden name was Hannah 
Stevens, he had two children, viz., the subject 
of this sketch, and Henry Clinton. The latter 
was born in Otsego, March 1, 1835 and was 
drowned May 25, 1838. His wife died March 
21, 1864, and he was again married Oct. 14, 
1866, to H. Aurelia Pierce, daughter of John 
and Sally Pierce, a further notice of whom will 
be found in another column of this work. 
   �After his second marriage, Mr. Thayer 
purchased the old homestead of the Pierce 
family, upon which he made most of the 
improvements, and where he died. His death 
occurred Dec. 4, 1877. 
   �Dr. W. A. Thayer was descended from an old 
family, several members of which served during 
the War of the Revolution with distinction 
[John5]. A near relative, Hiram Thayer, was 
imprisoned on board a British man-of-war in 
1803, and was detained until discharged at the 
close of the war. An aged uncle, William Thayer, 
still survives at the green old age of eighty-five, 
who served his country in the War of 1812, and 
was wounded at the battle of Lundy�s Lane. 
   �He was born in Hardwick, Worcester Co., 
Mass., March 6, 1824. His primary education 
was received in the district school of his 
neighborhood. When seventeen years of age 
he entered a preparatory course for college in 
the Cooperstown academy, where he remained 
three years. In 1842 he entered the sophomore 
class of Union college and graduated from that 
institution in 1845. For one year thereafter he 
was principal of the Sunbury academy, 
Sunbury, Pa. At odd times during his college 
course and while teaching, he prosecuted the 
study of medicine with Dr. King, of 
Cooperstown. In the fall of 1846 he attended 
the first course of lectures at the Berkshire 
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Dr. William Arthur Thayer (continued) 
 

 
medical college, Pittsfield, his second 
course at Woodstock, Vt., from which he 
took his medical diploma in 1847. In the fall 
of the same year he commenced the practice 
of medicine in Clayville, Oneida Co., N. V., 
where he remained two years. From thence 
he went to Cortland, Cortland Co., N. Y., 
where for seven years he carried on the drug 
trade in connection with the practice of his 
profession. In 1856 he moved to Monmouth 
Warren Co. Ill., continuing in the drug trade 
and practice of medicine. In 1861 he 
returned to Otsego, where he remained on 
the homestead farm till 1867 relieving his 
father from the burden of its management. 
Having purchased a farm in Oakland, 
Franklin Co., Iowa he moved on to it, and 
remained till 1873. When his father moved 
on to the Pierce farm, he returned to the 
homestead, which he has since occupied. 
   �The doctor married, Sept. 10, 1849, 
Nancy A. Crittenden, daughter of Ichabod 
and Lydia Crittenden, who were natives of 
Cincinnatus, Cortland Co., N. V. She was 
born July 3, 1826, in Willet, Cortland Co. 
They have children as follows: Alfred 
Clinton, born May 19, 1851; died Dec. 22, 
1852. Franklin A., born Dec. 20, 1853; 
married April 10, 1877, to Fanny Popejoy; 
living on the farm in Iowa. Henry Caleb, 
born Dec. 17, 1856. George Crittenden, 
born June 21, 1865. Charles Ichabod, born 
Aug. 1, 1868; the latter three living at home. 

�In politics the doctor has been a life-
long Democrat. He has retired from the 
practice of medicine, finding ample 
employment of his time in the 

management of his farm. A representation 
of his home, with portraits of his father 
and mother, self and wife, appear on other 
pages of this work.� 
Bibliography: History of Otsego County, 
New York, 1740-1878, Everts & Fariss, 
Philadelphia, PA. 
Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Patricia 
Thayer Muno, 1994. 
 

LAST NEWSLETTER!! 
    
This will be your last newsletter unless 
your 1999 dues are paid. How do you 
know if your dues are paid? Please look at 
your mailing label on the last page of this 
newsletter. If TFA has received your dues 
there will be an �X,� in the PD99 box. If 
you mailed your 1999 dues after February 
first, we may not have them recorded in 
time for this mailing. Dues are only $15 a 
year. Please make your check payable to 
TFA and mail to: 
 

TFA 
PO Box 12 

Braintree, MA 02185-0012 
 
   It is vitally important for you to keep 
your mailing address current with TFA. 
This newsletter is mailed as bulk mail and 
will not be forwarded by the Post Office 
unless you specifically request it by filling 
out the correct Post Office form. The best 
thing you can do is notify TFA of your 
change of address. Please write TFA 
Membership Chairman: 

 
R. Clinton Thayer Jr.  

10 Quinley Way 
Waterford, CT 06385-4128 

860-443-1178 
Email: clntthayer@aol.com 

 
   For fast breaking news about TFA visit 
TFA�s Internet home page maintained by 
Internet Chairman Rodney Lee Thayer: 
 

http://thayer.genealogist.net 
 
   1999 promises to be an important year 
for TFA. We hope to announce 
publication projects by Patricia Thayer 
Muno. Please keep in touch with us by 
maintaining your membership current. 

 
TFA President 

Albert Thayer Morton 
 
   Bill Clinton has the State of the Union 
Address. George Pataki has the State of 

the State address. I guess that I should 
make a State of the Association address. 
   I�m VERY pleased to report that TFA 
doesn�t have any problems that need to be 
reported. TFA is working on several 
projects, which are well under way, and 
will be of interest to you during the year. 
   One of the computer difficulties with 
publishing the Comprehensive has been 
solved. Tricia can bring you up to date on 
that issue. The Comprehensive Thayer 
Genealogy is moving forward. 
   We�re exploring ways to restructure the 
incorporation of TFA in order to save tax 
money, and to improve the distribution of 
funds in order to promote the publication 
of the Comprehensive. It�s going to take 
some hours in the tax attorney�s office, 
but we�re working on it. 
   I�m told the nominating committee has 
wrapped up its work, and there is a slate 
of candidates ready to take office this 
June, if elected. I�m not privy to the 
nominating committee activities, but it is 
really good news that everything seems to 
be ready for 1999. Perhaps the results will 
be public by the time you read this. 
   I�ve mentioned previously that we�re 
working on re-writing the bylaws. 
Nothing serious is going to be changed, 
but when we�re done, the bylaws will be 
up to 1999 standards and will more 
accurately reflect the intentions and 
business of TFA as it exists today. 
   We have the date for the annual meeting 
this June (June 19, 1999), in Braintree. 
Because of the revisions to the bylaws, the 
week will most likely be long on meetings 
and short on entertainment. However, 
anyone interested is certainly welcome to 
attend and participate. The meeting will be 
held at the library of the Thayer Academy. 
   We�ve set the date for the Reunion/ 
Meeting Bash at the United States Military 
Academy at West Point for 2000. (June 16-
17, 2000) I�ll be able to give you more 
details as soon as Hotel Thayer re-opens this 
May. 
   I know it�s pretty early to ask, but the 
planning will be made much easier if you 
could let us know if you are interested, and 
if you will be attending the June 1999 
meeting, and/or the Bash at the Academy in 
2000. 
   I want to thank the dedicated officers, 
directors, chairpersons, and all of the 
membership for their work during the past 
year and I�m looking forward to a 
successful 1999. 
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Report of the Membership Chairman 
By 

Clint Thayer 
10 Quinley Way 

Waterford, CT 06385-4128 
Email <<CintThayer@aol.com>> 

 
   TFA currently has 612 members, 340 have 
renewed their dues for 1999. If you have not 
sent in your dues of $15 you should do so 
immediately. If you do not renew this will be 
the last issue of the Thayer Families Quarterly 
that you will receive. Make check out to 
�TFA� and mail to: 
 

Thayer Families Association 
PO Box 12 

Braintree, MA 02185-0012. 
 
   We have members in all fifty states and the 
District of Columbia, plus members in 
Canada, England, The Dominican Republic, 
Panama, South Korea, Turkey and Japan. 
   If you have any questions about your 
membership please contact me at the above 
addresses. And please, notify me of any 
change of address so that you will not miss any 
issues of the TFQ, or any other important 
mailings. 
   We have welcomed the following new 
members since the beginning of 1998. If you 
know of anyone who might be interested in 
joining our fine group please urge them to do 
so. Or, you might consider gift memberships 
for other family members or relatives. 
 
Susan Anne Aho, Chisholm, MN 
Patricia Howard Ambrose, Abington, MA 
Erva Hitchcock Barton, Mayfield Village, OH 
Sharon Thayer Baxter, Columbus, OH 
Robert Bennion, Casper, WY 
Donna Lee Wadleigh Benson, Tacoma, WA 
Matthew Thayer Billett, Coral Gables, FL 
Janet Thayer Buckle, Eugene, OR 
Sally Jeanne Bohs, Marysville, MI 
John Macomber Byron, Diamond Bar, CA 
R. Joseph Capistrant, Alexandria, MN 
John Thayer Casey, Salem, OR 
Katherine French Cromwell, Seoul, South 
Korea 
Anna E. Cullen, Northfield, MA 
Evalyn Christine Thayer Felton, Huntington, 
IN 
Juia Elizabeth French, Newton, MA 
Audrey Thayer Gustafson, Burlingame, CA 
Susan Hobbs, Arlington Heights, ILL 
Carl Leonides Housmyer, Tucson, AZ 
Judith Thayer Hudson, Escondido, CA 
Christine L Johnston, Newburgh, NY 
Betty Thayer Karr, Clinton, IL 
Russell Harwood Knox, Portsmouth, NH 
Philip C. Krebs, Springfield, MO 
Timothy Michael Kreh, Bealeton ,VA 
Kenneth P. Larking, Cool, CA 
David LeBlanc, Turkey 

Twylah Lemargie, Rough and Ready, CA 
Patricia Thayer McIvor, Colchester, CT 
Vicki Ann Neveau, Enterprise, OR 
Tracy L Olsen, Federal Way, WA 
Joan Radabaugh, San Luis Obispo, CA 
Gordon Alan Rideout, Boston, MA 
Marjorie Marie DeSisto Roberts, Everett, MA 
Kristie Rogers, Germantown, MD 
Doris Rowe, Oak Harbor, WA 
Cathryn Thayer Rub, Denver, CO 
Ronald T. Russell, South Hutchinson, KS 
Clifford E. Shaw, Fort Collins, CO 
Donna Kay Thayer Shedd, McCloud, CA 
Alton Bernard Sheridan, Wirtz, VA 
Jim Stevens, Albuquerque, NM 
Warren J. Sunderland, Lawrenceville, NJ 
William S. Thayer, Hingham, MA 
Wes Thayer, Cheshire, OR 
Warren Gardner Thayer, Rye, NY 
Travis Johnathan Thayer, Gray, TN 
Richard Thayer, Sarasota, FL 
Phyllis Laura Thayer, Watertown, MA 
Phyllis Althea Thayer, Kalamazoo, MI 
Norman Richard Thayer, Titusville, FL 
Michael J. Thayer, Las Cruces, NM 
Lyman Albert Thayer, Anaconda, MT 
Lloyd Moulton Thayer, Wilmington, DE 
Kathleen Thayer, Berkley, MI 
John Oman Thayer, Portsmouth, RI 
Ernest Barry Thayer, Framingham, MA 
Edward M. Thayer, Cincinnati, OH 
Dwaine Thayer, Placentia, CA 
Donald Gilbert Thayer, Carson City, NV 
David Stanley Thayer, Mount Juliet, TN 
David Ray Thayer, Clarksburg, MA 
David Bruce Thayer, Bel Air, MID 
Clifford Robert Thayer, Lakeview, OR 
Bruce Allen Thayer, Mason, MI 
Bradley Lawrence Thayer, Framingham, MA 
Berta Ramona Thayer, Panama 
Ralph Clinton Thayer III, Waterford, CT 
Paul Clifton Thayer Jr., Southboro, MA 
Merton Edward Thayer Jr., Sesser, IL 
Donald Owen Thayer Jr., Garden City, NY 
Valerie Anne Thorn, Fresno, CA 
Emily Heath Ellis Thompson, Colonial 
Heights, VA 
Stephen Paul Toth, Longwood, FL 
Audrey Thayer Walker, Washington, DC 
Susan A. Wetzel, Great Falls, VA 
James E. Woodiwiss, Everett, WA 
Alma Jane Woodward, Markle, IN 
Judith Leone Young-Thayer, Hampton VA 
 

In Memoriam 
 
Evelyn Barney Thayer was born 5 Apr 1924 
in Yonkers, NY. She died 18 Nov 1998 in 
New London, CT. She was married 19 Feb 
1949 to TFA member Garland Todd Thayer. 
She is survived by her husband and their 
four sons. 

Garland Todd Thayer 
P.O. Box 422 

Old Lyme, CT 063 17-0422 
 

In Memoriam 
 
   Virginia Thayer Dorschel11 (Otis 
Raymond Thayer10, Royal Rollin9, Otis8, 
Thaddeus7-6, Ebenezer5-4-3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) died 28 July 1998 in 
Southampton Nursing Home. She was 
born 26 July 1918 in Northampton, MA, 
the daughter of Otis Raymond Thayer and 
Clara (Bader) Thayer. She is survived by 
her daughter Gayle Dorschel Lester and 
son-in-law Frederick W. Lester of East 
Hampton, NY, and son David Dorschel of 
Westborough, MA, Gayle and Fred�s 
daughters; Kristen Lester Tuma of Palm 
City, FL, Rebecca Lester DeBiase of Lake 
Worth, FL, and Katherine A. Lester of 
Palm City, FL, David and Carol�s 
children; Dawn and Keith and one great-
grandson; Tyler Dorschel. Mrs. Dorschel 
is also survived by her sister Georgia B. 
Thayer Beattie and her husband of 
Sanford, Maine and Lakeland, FL, one 
nephew and two nieces. 
   Virginia married Louis E. Dorschel on 1 
Oct. 1938. In 1945 the couple moved 
from Floral Park to Sag Harbor Long 
Island, NY where Mrs. Dorschel served as 
District Clerk for 20 years. Mrs. Dorschel 
was active in Girl Scouts, on the Board of 
Directors for the South Fork Community 
Council Association. She traveled with 
the East End Fencing Team, which her 
husband coached and in which her 
daughter Gayle participated, as the team 
traveled throughout New England for 
competitions. 
   Mrs. Dorschel was buried in Cedar lawn 
Cemetery, East Hampton, NY. 
    
   Submitted by TFA member: 
 

Ms. Gayle D. Lester 
110 Copeces Lane 

East Hampton, NY 11937-4407 
 
   Do you have an important Thayer 
related announcement to make? Have you 
seen a Thayer related obituary in the 
newspaper? Much genealogical 
information is contained in the typical 
newspaper obituary. If you see a Thayer 
related item in your newspaper, please 
mail it to your Editor: 
 

Richard A. Thayer 
2885 John Carlson Rd. 

Bremerton, WA 98311-4003 
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A TOWN NAMED THAYER 
Thayer, Fayette County, West Virginia 

By 
Paul Goodwin Thayer 

 
   The town of Thayer is located in the 
famous New River Gorge in Southern West 
Virginia. The New River is quite unique in 
that it is believed to be the second oldest 
river (after the Nile) in the world, and also it 
is the only major river in the USA to flow 
from South to North. It originates in North 
Carolina, flows across Virginia into West 
Virginia, dropping in elevation 2,500 feet in 
its 250-mile course. The rushing waters 
have created a gorge over 1200 feet deep in 
the area where Thayer is located on the 
shore of the river. 
   In 1873 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 
completed a railroad along the New River, 
which for the first time allowed access to the 
vast amounts of valuable coal and timber 
existing in that part of the state. Immediately 
there was a great rush to open coalmines 
along the river. The first mine was opened 
that same year, 1873, by Joseph L. Beury 
who came to the area from the Pennsylvania 
coal fields, where he had been a mine 
superintendent. With his knowledge of 
mining he knew that the coming of the 
railroad opened up an opportunity to make a 
fortune. When he learned that the railroad 
was to be built he purchased or leased over 
40,000 acres of coal property along the New 
River at a ridiculously low price. Over the 
next few years Beury opened several new 
mines, and also sold or leased much of his 
land to other developers. Among those were 
two Thayer brothers, Otis A. Thayer and W. 
T. Thayer of Charleston, WV where they 
had established a large foundry and machine 
shop, recognized as one of the leading 
industrial institutions in the state. 
   The Thayer brothers purchased or leased 
from Beury and other landowners several 
thousand acres of coal land along the New 
River, and proceeded to open a coalmine 
and built a town, which they named Thayer. 
Since the only access to the area at that time 
was by the railroad, it was necessary for the 
mine owners to provide living quarters for 
the miners, a company store where they 
could purchase food and other necessities, a 
church, a school and a post office. This was 
true of all of the early mining towns along 
the river. The coal operators had to build a 
small town in order to get workers, and they 
often named the town after themselves, thus 
the name Thayer. They rented the houses to 

W. E. Dunn, Charles Walker, E. S. Christy, 
William T. T. Thayer, C. C. Beury, Otis A. 
Thayer, Joseph L. Beury. 
  
the miners for a small fee, sometimes as low as 
$3 or $4 dollars a month, and also issued scrip 
money to them to buy goods from the 
company store. The money owed was taken 
from their pay on payday. Thus the song, �I 
owe my soul to the company store.� 
   The Thayer Coal and Coke Company�s mine 
entry was located on the mountainside, more 
that 1000 feet above the railroad. The mined 
coal was moved from the mine down the 
mountain to the tipple located beside the C & 
O railroad. In the tipple the coal was graded by 
lump size and loaded into railroad cars and 
shipped to customers around the country and 
the world. Like most coal companies in the 
area the Thayer coal was mined from the Fire 
Creek coal seam, famous for its so-called 
smokeless coal, because it was clean burning 
with few impurities. It produced an excellent 
coke used in steel production, so many of the 
coal companies used a portion of their coal to 
produce coke in a long row of beehive ovens 
made of stone. 
   In December of 1900 Otis and William 
Thayer purchased an additional 3,800 acres of 
coal property located just four miles from the 
town of Thayer, but the property remained idle 
until December, 1933 at which time it was 
taken over by the Thayer Coal and Coke Trust 
of which the principal owner was the Beury 
family. My father, J. Guy10 Thayer (William9 
H., Royal8, Uriah7, Eseck6, Uriah5-4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1 Thayer) bought a small 
interest at that time. The property was never 
extensively mined due to the thin coal seam, so 
in 1998 the entire property was sold to the 
State, and will become a part of the adjacent 
Babcock State Park. 
   My father, grandfather and great- 
grandfather were employed at several of the 

Beury mines in managerial positions 
beginning in the 1880s through about 1935. 
My father was superintendent of two of the 
Beury mines, one of which was at Claremont, 
just three miles downriver from Thayer. Thus, 
two unrelated Thayer families were deeply 
involved in the early development of the 
prosperous coal industry in the New River 
canyon. 
   By the time of the 1930s most of the 
coalmines along the New River had mined all 
of the coal in their leases, and the great 
depression and the increasing use of oil and 
gas to heat homes caused nearly all of the 
mines to close down, the last of which closed 
in 1964. Today the forest has reclaimed most 
of the old mining towns, and little remains to 
show that they ever existed. The town of 
Thayer is an exception, but instead of miners 
the inhabitants now are mostly retirees or 
white-water rafting enthusiasts. 
   In recent years there has been a vast 
change in the New River Gorge, which has 
now become a popular vacation and 
sporting region. A 52-mile stretch of the 
river, including Thayer, has been designated 
the New River National River, and in 1978 
Congress assigned that portion of the river 
to the National Park Service. The river has 
the reputation of being one of the finest 
white-water rafting streams in the East. A 
few miles downriver from Thayer is the 
3,000 foot long New River Gorge Bridge 
which spans the canyon from one rim to the 
other. When built it was the world�s longest 
steel arch, 876 feet above the river. Each 
year in October for one day a portion of the 
bridge is blocked off so that huge crowds of 
visitors may watch parachuters, bungee-
jumpers and other would-be suicides jump 
from the deck of the bridge to the river far 
below.    (continued) 
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   TFA member Garland Todd Thayer of 
Old Lyme, CT is the great-grandson of 
Otis A. Thayer, and like his ancestors has 
been very much involved in the New 
River coal industry. The Thayer ancestry 
of Otis7 and William7 T. Thayer is: Job6, 
Abel5, Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, Richard2, 
and Richard1. The above marvelous old 
photograph showing the Thayer brothers 
and the Beury brothers was supplied by 
Todd. It is estimated that the photo was 
taken sometime during the 1890s, 
probably following a business meeting. 
Otis is the very tall gentleman standing 
over the grating. The two sets of brothers 
were truly among the pioneers of the coal 
industry in the smokeless coal region of 
West Virginia. 
   Otis A. Thayer was a native of Kanawha 
County, W. Va. He was born Oct. 26, 
1835 and died November 23, 1900 at his 
home in Charleston. His friend and 
business associate Col. Joseph L. Beury 
was a pallbearer. Otis was married to 
Annette Putney. William T. Thayer was 
born in 1831 and died May 5, 1901. Col. 
Beury was born in 1842, died in 1903. 
 
Bibliography: 
Life on the New River by William E. Cox 
The Smokeless Coal Fields of W. Va.  
by W. P. Tams, Jr. 
Richmond Times Dispatch, June 25, 1989. 
�Ghosts Fill W. Va�s Old Coal Towns.� 
Obituary of Otis A Thayer. Source: Garland Todd 
Thayer 
 

Family Tree 
 

These names-so awesome in number 
so many you�ve never met. 

If you want to know who they are 
the search gets better yet. 

 
Where would you be without 

each and every link? 
Are they more important than, 

at first you think? 
 

The branches of your family tree 
are like tender arms outstreached. 
Can you imagine, in every limb 

how deep the love is etched? 
 

Ancestors, I wish to thank you 
for bringing in the new. 

I realize it�s true 
someday I�ll be an ancestor, too. 

 
Like the strong, slow-growing oak, 

each ring is there before the next is due. 
It represents the time it takes 

to create the magnificent �You�.  
Diane Thayer Myers 

Dartmouth College 
By 

Albert Thayer Morton 
 
   We�ve known for a long time that our 
cousin Col. Sylvanus Thayer served as 
superintendent of the US Military Academy 
at West Point from 1817 to 1833 and under 
his direction the US Military Academy 
became one of the world�s leading military-
engineering schools. Today our cousin is 
still known as the father of the Academy. 
   What I discovered is that Sylvanus Thayer 
graduated from Dartmouth College and was 
instrumental in the founding of the Thayer 
School at Dartmouth College. 
   Dartmouth College was founded in 1769 
and is a small coeducational liberal arts 
college in Hanover, NH well known for 
quality professional schools of business, 
medicine, and engineering featuring small 
classes, numerous seminars, and close 
student-teacher contact. 
   General Thayer strongly believed that 
engineers ought to be educated in the liberal 
arts as well as the technical skills of their 
profession. He felt that an understanding of 
the economic, cultural, historical, and 
political environment in which the 
technology would be developed and applied 
was essential to the best practice of 
engineering. 
   In 1867, well after his work at West Point 
was completed, General Thayer made a 
donation of $40,000 to the Trustees of 
Dartmouth College �for the purpose of 
establishing a School or Department of 
Architecture and Civil Engineering.� 
   Thayer was instrumental in designing the 
early program of the School. The original 2-
year civil engineering program was meant to 
follow 4 years of undergraduate education. 
Thus, the School offered the first professional 
engineering program in the United States. In 
1870, Thayer selected Robert Fletcher as the 
School�s first professor of engineering and in 
1871 Thayer School opened its doors. As 
director of the School for 47 years, Fletcher 
interpreted, broadened, and implemented the 
founder�s objectives and led the School to a 
position of eminence in the field of 
engineering education. 
   After just a few years the School dropped 
architecture from its name, and civil 
engineering remained its primary emphasis 
for almost 75 years. In 1941, the civil 
engineering emphasis was expanded to 
include mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering, and engineering and business 
administration. 

   The Thayer School of Engineering at 
Dartmouth College is the nation�s oldest 
professional school of engineering. The 
School comprises both the Undergraduate 
Department of Engineering sciences at 
Dartmouth and a graduate professional 
school in engineering. Today the 
undergraduate programs emphasize 
interdisciplinary study in the engineering 
sciences within the context of a broad- 
based liberal arts education. At the graduate 
level, Thayer School offers degrees through 
the doctorate combining scholarship, 
research, experimentation, problem solving 
and design. 
   Thayer School is uniquely small in 
comparison to its peers at major research 
universities. This relatively small size is 
intentional. It maintains a sense of 
community and close student-faculty 
interaction, as well as facilitating quick 
response to new technological 
developments. 
   The mission of Thayer School of 
Engineering at Dartmouth College is 
excellence in teaching and research. 
Specifically, Thayer School seeks to: 
Recruit the most able undergraduate and 
graduate students and prepare them for 
positions of scientific and technical 
leadership in industry, government, and 
education, Provide the best possible 
undergraduate and graduate instruction in 
scientific and professional aspects of 
engineering, Foster research activities which 
generate new fundamental knowledge and 
techniques and which draw upon the 
particular interdisciplinary strengths and 
resources of Thayer School, and Provide all 
students of Dartmouth College with 
opportunities to develop a better 
understanding of the role of engineering and 
technology in modern society. 

Today Dartmouth is regarded as one of 
the most innovative liberal arts colleges in 
the United States. Among its areas of 
particular academic strength are English, 
chemistry, geology, history, mathematics, 
and languages. Special programs are 
devoted to Asia, black studies, the 
environment, native Americans, and 
urban affairs. 

I think that we can be proud that one of 
our cousins not only helped in the 
development of one of the world�s leading 
military-engineering schools, but was also 
instrumental in the development of one of 
the world�s leading civilian-engineering 
schools. 
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A TYPICAL REVOLUTIONARY 
SOLDIER 

By 
Jerry Thayer 

 
   Daniel Thayer was a typical 
Revolutionary soldier. He was no hero; he 
did not participate in any of the monumental 
battles; he probably fired no shot in anger. 
He did, however, volunteer for service to his 
fledgling nation on two occasions and left 
his home for over a year to validate his right 
to live free of foreign domination. 
   Daniel5 Thayer (Samuel4, Isaac3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) was born in Mendon 
Massachusetts. His birth was not recorded 
but we know from his pension record that he 
was born about November of 1756, We 
know this from two statements he made 
under oath in the pension record; first that 
he said he was born in Mendon and 
secondly that he was of an age of 75 years 
and 10 months. This deposition was made 
on 8 August 1832. He further said that he 
did not know whether his birth was recorded 
or not. 
   Daniel was the 9th child and the 4th son of 
Samuel Thayer and Keziah Partridge. His 
mother died within 2 years of his birth 
because Samuel remarried on 30 Aug 1759 
to a widow, Sarah (Merrick) Robinson. I 
think that he grew up in the family cared for 
by his stepmother since there was no 
guardian appointed. He must have left home 
however at an early age, because at the time 
of his first enlistment in April 1775, he said 
he was living in Warwick, Franklin County 
MA 4 miles south of the New Hampshire 
border. He was not yet 19 years old. It may 
be that he was working as a farmhand. In 
later life he was a farmer and a shoemaker, 
as were so many other Thayer men. 
   Daniel Thayer first enlisted in April of 
1775, soon after the battles at Lexington and 
Concord. It must have been late in April 
since from my school days I recall the old 
poem by Longfellow that starts: �Twas the 
eighteenth of April in Seventy Five, and 
hardly a man that now is alive, that 
remembers that fateful day and year, of the 
midnight ride of Paul Revere�� Anyway 
this 18 year old must have felt strongly 
about the situation because within days of 
that first battle he volunteered for a period of 
eight months of service in a Company 
which was commanded by Ichabod Dexter. 
The company marched from the rural 
Warwick area over 100 miles to Cambridge 
Massachusetts, just to the west of Boston on 
the Charles River. Once in place in 

Cambridge like many other units they sat 
there for the full eight months of Daniel�s 
service. Daniel Thayer said in his deposition 
what they did and again it was typical of the 
soldier of that day. They �kept guard or 
watch on the mouth (of the Charles River) 
to see that the British troops didn�t come out 
of Boston.� They �helped build a breast 
work (fortification) near the mouth.� �No 
other company was stationed within about a 
half a mile.� �The Battle of Bunker Hill 
took place while I was on this service.� 
 

 
Photo courtesy Jerry Thayer 

 
   He made no phony claim of glory, no 
pretext of heroism, just recalled his service 
and eight months of his life. Daniel Thayer 
was discharged at Cambridge in December 
1775, now all of 19 and a bit wiser I am 
sure. After his discharge Daniel went back 
to the Mendon area that in 1780 would 
become Milford Massachusetts. What he 
did that winter I am not sure. He may have 
returned to live with his father who was 
living in Milford or his older brother Levi 
who had married and was living there. 
Regardless, in June 1776 a month before the 
Declaration of Independence Daniel Thayer 
volunteered again for service in Captain 
James Foster�s company. 
   Immediately upon his entry into this 
service, his unit �marched� from Mendon 
Massachusetts �directly to New York City.� 
This was a �march� of some 200 miles. His 
company joined en-route other units in 
Berkshire County Massachusetts to form a 

Regiment commanded by a Colonel Smith. 
This Regiment joined two other Regiments 
and were stationed on a line three miles 
north of New York City on the Hudson 
River. These units formed a Brigade and 
was commanded by General Fellows, a 
Roxbury Massachusetts native. Soon after 
the units were joined, they were ordered to 
move to �Harlaem Heights,� now well 
within the limits of New York City. At this 
time Daniel said in his deposition: �Soon 
after we began to move from our first station 
the British landed on the east side and two 
or three men in our Regiment were said to 
be wounded and left in a barn, supposing 
they would die.� 

Maybe this time he did hear shots fired in 
anger but he doesn�t say that. The one thing 
he does recall after 56 years is that someone 
said wounded had been left to die in a barn. 
This is not unusual because that fear of 
being left alone to die with only the enemy 
present is something most soldiers dread. 
Anyway, again our aging Revolutionary 
Soldier does not engage in bravado nor 
complain about his service or separation 
from friends and family. He completed his 
five months of service stationed at Harlaem 
Heights with his unit in a blocking position 
to try to prevent the British from moving up 
the Hudson River and splitting the newly 
formed United States. 
   Daniel Thayer was discharged from his 
second service in November 1776 at Harlaem 
Heights. As with his discharge at Cambridge, 
the year before, no ticket home was provided, 
no GI Bill benefits available, the pay I am sure 
was not anything to brag about, and to boot, he 
had to walk that 200 miles back to his home. 
But he served his country and that�s the 
important thing. He did what was necessary, in 
his own small way, to ensure the survival of 
his new Country. 
   Daniel returned to the Milford 
Massachusetts area and on 19 August 1778 
he was married to Beulah Corbitt by 
Reverend Amariah Frost. They must have 
moved right away back to the village of 
Warwick which was in the Town of Orange, 
because their first child, Polly, named after 
Beulah�s mother, was born 10 Mar 1779. 
Daniel and Beulah had 12 children, of 
whom 11 lived to become adults. The first 
10 children were born in the Warwick area 
and are recorded in the Town records of 
Orange Massachusetts and the last two 
recorded in the Town records of 
Westmoreland New Hampshire where 
Daniel and his family moved in 
1798.                                                             continued 
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   Revolutionary War pensions began with 
an Act of Congress in 1818, more than 35 
years after the War. Daniel did not apply for 
a pension until much later and was entered 
on the pension rolls 4 March 1831 with 
Pension #6142. He received the sum of 
$43.33 per year for his Revolutionary 
service. Daniel died in Westmoreland 20 
Sep 1835 and is buried in Lord Cemetery 
and his slate stone is in excellent condition. 
Beulah, after his death was granted a 
widow�s pension #W19443 at the same rate 
as Daniel�s and commencing on 4 Mar 
1836. She moved to Chicopee Falls, 
Massachusetts to live with her youngest son 
Carlton and his family, and died in 
Chicopee Falls 22 Feb 1841. She is buried 
in the East Street Cemetery there with a very 
readable tombstone. 
   Daniel Thayer was very typical of most 
men of his time. He worked hard, raised a 
big family, was sufficiently educated to sign 
his name legibly at 75. He, like so many 
others, believed in community and the duty 
to serve the community for the privilege of 
living there. He did his service in the 
Revolutionary War and served in minor 
official capacities in communities where he 
lived. In Westmoreland he was an overseer 
of highways. He was never highly 
successful. The most land he owned was a 
41 plus acre farm but it was sufficient to 
raise 11 children to adulthood. He was, in 
my mind anyway, a typical citizen of his 
times and a typical Revolutionary Soldier. 
 

 
Photo courtesy Jerry Thayer 

 
Thanks, Jerry, for your story. 

 
   To my readers: your stories are 
desperately needed for this newsletter. 
Please submit two to three type written 
pages, plus pictures. If you have information 
to share but are a little timid about writing, 
I�ll write your story for you. Send me all the 
information you have and I will credit you 
for your work. Please cite sources of 
information so proper credit can be given. 
Send materials to: 
 

Richard A. Thayer 
2885 John Carlson Rd. 

Bremerton, WA 98311-4003 
email: rickthayer@aol.com 

Charles Chester Thayer 
By 

June Maria Thayer 
 

Jackie Thayer Culp has been successful in 
locating Charles Chester Thayer�s 
granddaughter, June Maria Thayer, of 
Thompson Falls, MT. June reveals in a letter 
to Jackie on 13 March (what year?) that her 
grandfather took the family back to 
Michigan, and then �back to Montana for 
good.� She states that Chester�s sons 
Charlie, Frank, Art and Fred all went into 
the service when WWII came along. Fred 
served in France. Albert did not join the 
service because he was married at the time. 
June shared his obituary (submitted 15 may 
1995 by Jackie), which states he had the 
pioneer lust and came west in 1876. He was 
a hunter and supplied game for the army 
posts. When the Cheyenne and Sioux 
uprising started he and his partner were deep 
in the Indian country west of the Black 
Hills. The Indians under Sitting Bull had 
wiped out Custer, and Rain-In-The-Face 
had called all the warlike northwest tribes to 
wipe out the hated Whites, the gold seekers, 
fire water traders, and land squatters who 
were despoiling the Indian lands. 
Settlements were under siege and land 
stakers were ambushed and wiped out. 

Thayer and his hunting partner holed up in 
a remote cave that was easily defensible, 
and held off the Indians for five months, 
subsisting on what supplies they had and 
wild game. Finally his partner Jim Allen left 
to get supplies, but he was ambushed and 
scalped by a party of Indians. Later Charles 
worked for the Northern Pacific when the 
railroad was first driving its steel bands 
through the northwest. He witnesses the 
Golden Spike driving ceremony with the N. 
P. system was completed. He helped build 
the old Belknap trail over the mountains to 
the roaring, booming mining camp of 
Murray, he saw men fight and die for their 
follies, whiskey, women, greed and 
gambling. He also packed supplies over the 
trail. He saw the rise of cities, and the 
creation of our statehood. He knew the 
copper and railroad Kings of those days. 

As a Fur trader in his youth he ranged 
north into the remote, then almost 
inaccessible White Horse, Yukon country, 
trapping and searching for gold. He was a 
grand old man, He led a grand, vigorous 
life. We all admired him, and in fact envied 
him, for few of us will ever attain his long 
life, enjoy his years of health, or see days of 
adventure and excitement he saw, or attain 

what he attained. He was among the earliest 
pioneers in Montana and Sanders County. In 
1901 the family left the west and went to 
Michigan, where they farmed until 1914, 
but the call of the west was over powering 
and they returned to Montana and the 
mountains. In 1885 he took squatters rights 
on a farm on Big Beaver west of here.... 
(Article from a Thompson Falls newspaper 
in their �Remember When?� article entitled 
�52 years ago - 31 Mar 1943. Grand Old 
Pioneer Dies�) 
   Granddaughter, June Marie Thayer states, 
�Grandma Thayer was a small person, only 
4� 11� tall and had red hair. Grandpa Thayer 
was not a very big man either. I remember 
the ceilings in the house were rather low and 
the doorframes even lower. Dad said 
Grandpa always told the boys that when 
their heads bumped the doorframe it was 
time for them to move out. I doubt if 
Grandpa really meant it because as I 
remember him, be always had a twinkle in 
his eye. As he got older, one of his favorite 
comments was �one of these mornings, I�ll 
probably wake up dead.� He actually died in 
the barn feeding his cows�� 
 
   The lineage of Charles Chester Thayer has 
been left out of this article due to recent 
questions in accuracy. It is hoped that a 
future article will include the correct 
lineage. If you have any information on this 
family, please write TFA Historian/ 
Genealogist: 
 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 SW 161 Place 

Beaverton, OR 97007-6336 
email: triciamuno@aol.com 

 
   TFA member, Lolita Thayer Guthrie, has 
taken on the awesome task of coordinating the 
updating of OHIO CEMETERIES, published 
in 1978. This lists the location of some 13,100 
cemeteries. Ohio has 88 counties for which 
Lolita is trying to find dedicated persons 
willing to pursue updated information. The 
slogan for this project is �Searching Ohio for 
lost and forgotten cemeteries.� If you live in 
Ohio and would like to assist in this 
monumental project, please contact Lolita at 
the following address. Who knows, maybe you 
will ��uncover�� the records of some of our 
Thayer kin! 
 

Lolita Thayer Guthrie 
123 N. Grove St. 

Bowling Green, OH 43402 
e-mail: lguthrie@wcnet.org 

phone: (419) 352-4940 
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Patricia Thayer Muno with Tina 

 
TFA Historian�s Report 31 Jan 1999 

 
   For those new to the Thayer Family 
Association, welcome. It has been 
customary for me to take a moment of my 
time and yours to quarterly inform TFA 
members, new and old, of items of concern 
relating to my research and writing progress. 
As this is a new year, I will give you a brief 
review. My Thayer project began October 
1973 and now approaches 26 years in 
progress. With the formal organization of 
the Thayer Families Association in January 
of 1991, and by this time having gathered a 
large body of research, I spent a 
concentrated 2 years correcting a vast 
amount of mis-linked lineage in the Thayer 
family tree and developed an errata for 
interested Thayer family members. Valiant 
efforts of early compilers who attempted to 
gather Thayer genealogies included General 
Bezaleel Thayer�s efforts in the 1870�s, 
followed by Ruth Thayer Ravenscroft in the 
1940�s and Waldo Chamberlin Sprague�s 
work in the 1960�s. With each generation, 
and the proliferation of Thayers, hope of 
tackling and completing an increasingly 
massive body of scattered research seemed 
doubtful, according to the late H. Hobart 
Holly, Historian for Quincy and Braintree 
Historical Societies. 

Since the beginning of my research both 
my family and my office has grown. My 
office hasn�t moved for the past 15 years 
and is still here in Beaverton, Oregon. Our 
four children, however, have grown and my 
youngest is bound for a two year Houston, 
Texas mission, while my third child will tie 
the marriage knot in 2 weeks in Orem, Utah. 
My Thayer work continues, although 
sometimes now at a somewhat slower rate 
of less than 16 hours a day, and often times 
moves from my office to my new laptop 
which I found necessary during research 
trips and family events which pull me away. 
I�ve worn out three computers and of the 3 
now in use, 2 keyboards have most of the 
letters worn off. For you techies, a new 13-
gigabyte hard drive is being added to my 
Internet computer to better accommodate 
large data base storage and upcoming 
publishing needs. RAM was also added to 
speed up email response efforts and pre-
publishing needs, which often are going on 
at the same time. 
   Tonight, I am responding to email number 
103 of the 4312 Thayer-related 
correspondence messages received since May 
1998, which I have chosen to electronically 
keep. If you take time to read in this Thayer 
Quarterly�s issue �My search for Me� you will 
get a glimpse of the correspondence which I 
respond to daily. The average number is 45 but 
I have received as many as over 100 in a single 
24-hour day. I believe we are receiving about 
10 new individuals a month who seek my help 
through Web inquiry. My Family 
Representative, Jerry Thayer, of Hampton, 
VA, has taken on the monumental task of 
helping me with answering some of this 
avalanche of submissions and requests for 
information. He has also successfully caught 
the interest of a fair number of the near 100 
new e-mail Thayers I have provided him with 
to contact. Since there are so many new TFA 
members as a result of these efforts, I hope to 
publish an updated list of my Family 
Representatives in a future �TQ� issue. 
   My printer is nearly worn out and I will 
likely need to invest in another prior to 
printing out press-ready hard copies of my 
forthcoming book on the Descendants of 
Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 
1660. It is anticipated that this volume will 
be available for purchase before the year�s 
end. In the last quarterly I reviewed this 
upcoming publication and identified the 
states and countries where Nathaniel�s 
descendants currently reside, so I will draw 
your attention to my last report for further 
information. 

As everything is in a state of change, it 
appears that a slight increase in the cost of my 
book on the Thayer Families of 
Gloucestershire England, if another printing is 
to be made, will need to be passed along to 
cover publishing costs which have continued 
to raise since first offered in 1995. There has 
been a total of 10 printings since that time. 
When the next Comprehensive Genealogy 
volumes approach publication readiness, it is 
my hope that the efforts of our TFA leadership 
to secure the needed 501(c) 3 tax exempt fund 
status will enable fund raising for final 
preparations of the larger publications which 
many of you have long awaited. 
   And now for a surprise! The above quarterly 
report was not written by Patricia Muno, but 
by her husband Donald. For you see it�s now 
2:30 am and Patricia is still answering e-mail 
before turning in, and I know that the quarterly 
editor, Rick in Washington, is eager to receive 
a response to meet his deadline. What can I 
say? Signing off, your Thayer genealogist�s 
widower. 
 

Query 
 
   Elijah James THAYER was born 30 Jun 
1858 in Jefferson City, Cole, MO. He married 
3 Dec 1884 to Mary Alice GORDON in 
Vernon County, MO. He died 14 Nov 1926 in 
Emporia, Lyon, KS. He resided in Wamego, 
Pottawatomie, Kansas in 1900 and was in 
Emporia, KS by 1920. Elijah and Mary were 
the parents of Elbert D., Jessie I., Nellie M., 
Lyman D., Mary S., Rupert and Genevieve 
THAYER. Who were his parents? 
   There was an Elijah Thayer living in St. 
Louis, St. Louis, MO in 1850 and in Prairie 
Twp., Montgomery, MO in 1860. Was that 
individual possibly the father of Elijah James 
Thayer? Any information about Elijah Thayer 
of St. Louis welcome: 
 

Donald Owen Thayer 
153 Lincoln Street 

Garden City, NY 11530 
don@minoxlab.com 

 

 
Donald Owen Thayer 
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Who Shot Thayer? 
 
The Mysterious Midnight Murder of an 

Avon Farmer 
 
(From Buffalo Express paper Sunday Morning, 
Nov 22, 1885. Submitted by Patricia Thayer 
Muno as shared by Joanie Sambrotto of West 
Seneca, NY) 
 
   �Three weeks have elapsed since Emory 
Thayer was shot down in his own sitting 
room in the Town of Avon, Livingston 
County, but interest in the strange murder 
has abated but little, and it still forms this 
chief topic of conversation in that vicinity. 
Officers have scoured the country in every 
direction and followed trails without number 
only to return as ignorant as they started. 
Nearly every man in Livingston County has 
had a theory. D. W. T. Wallace of Avon, the 
coroner who held the Inquest, kept his jury 
together for days; the board of supervisors 
offered a reward of $2,000, and private 
individuals added more than a thousand 
dollars thereto, A Union reporter yesterday 
visited the locality. 
   �Five persons were in the house on that 
fatal night--Tuesday, October 27th. These 
were Emory Thayer, aged 69 years; his 
wife, aged about 60; Edward Fanning, the 
hired man, aged 22; Ida Willis, the hired 
girl, aged about 20, and a grandchild of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thayer some 10 years of Age. 
Thayer and his wife lodged down stairs in a 
bedroom off the sitting room. Fanning slept 
in one room up stairs, and the hired girl and 
little grandchild slept in another. The 
murder occurred between 11 and 12 
o�clock. Two shots were fired, both from a 
rifle-bore pistol of the style similar to a 
Smith & Wesson. The first shot took effect 
in the left fore arm, shattering bones all to 
pieces. �It was a dangerous wound,� said 
Dr. Wallace, �and would have necessitated 
the amputation of the arm, and might have 
resulted fatally. The arm must have been 
entirely disabled by the shot.� The second 
shot entered near the third rib on the left 
side, passed through the upper lobe of the 
left lung, then through the large artery 
leading from the heart, causing a rent of 1 
1/4 inches, then through the middle of the 
upper lobe of the right lung and lodging 
near the skin, in the back of the right side of 
the chest behind the fifth and sixth ribs. The 
reporter examined the two balls taken from 
the dead man�s body. The last or fatal ball is 
but slightly indented, probably from contact 
with a rib; the one taken from the left arm is 

smashed and distorted, and looks much like 
a quantity of foil pinched up. 
   �Mrs. Thayer says the first shot was fired 
in the bedroom and the second shot as 
Thayer was jamming the burglar up against 
the casing of the door leading to the dining 
room. Previous to the last shot she says 
Thayer was struck several times with a 
revolver. Her statements, however, have not 
always agreed with each other. The hired 
girl picked up a revolver in the dining room. 
This revolver had one chamber empty. It 
had not been discharged that night, as the 
casing was gone and dust was to be seen in 
the empty chamber. This revolver, too, was 
a smooth bore, in which is used a different 
ball from either of those taken from the dead 
man�s body. Whoever the owner of this 
revolver may have been, or however it came 
there, the fatal shots were neither of them 
from this weapon. 
   �Mrs. Thayer, Fanning, and the hired girl 
all agree that the two latter first appeared on 
the scene, just as the burglars were escaping 
from the window. Fanning says he was 
sleeping very sound and was first aroused 
by the hired girl shaking him, and that both 
rushed down stairs without dressing. 
Fanning and Mrs. Thayer had not been very 
friendly. She objected to his attention to the 
girl, to whom it now appears that he was 
engaged to be married. 
   �Fanning left there soon after the fatal night 
and has since been employed elsewhere; the 
girl is still with Mrs. Thayer. There are stories 
in circulation to the effect that Thayer and his 
wife had not lived amicably. 
   �Fanning says no one could live with her in 
peace. Mr. Thayer did carry several thousand 
dollars life insurance, but the policies had been 
allowed to lapse some time previous to the 
murder. John Ryers, the son-in-law, and his 
family had resided in the family some time 
previous, but did not get along well with 
Thayer. Since the funeral, Ryers and his family 
have removed to the Thayer residence. No 
money was secured by the burglars. 
   �That fatal shot,� said Dr. Wallace, �must 
have been fired by a person standing face to 
face with Thayer, and not by one coming 
from the rear. I am satisfied both shots were 
fired by the same person.� Officers who 
have been at work on the case admit that 
they have no evidence in their possession 
sufficient to charge any person with the 
crime and until something further develops 
in the case the Emory Thayer murder 
evidently must continue one of the unsolved 
mysteries.� 
 

   Emory Thayer�s lineage is as follows: 
Emory8, Peter7-6-5, Thomas4-3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1 Thayer. If anyone knows of a 
living descendant of this family we would 
like to follow up on this story. 
 
   It has been the policy of this Editor not to 
publish current �negative� newspaper items 
that might embarrass a Thayer family. This 
shooting occurred in 1885 and since a 
Thayer was the victim, should not 
embarrass anyone. 
 
   If you have seen Thayer related stories 
either in books, magazines, or newspapers, 
please mail a copy to your Editor. Please 
cite your source so that proper credit can be 
given. Editor 
 

Richard A. Thayer 
2885 John Carlson Rd. 

Bremerton, WA 98311-4003 
 

REUNION SCHEDULED 
 
   Descendants and relatives of 
THOMPSON THAYER (1890-1859) and 
PATSEY MARTHA COLLINS (1800- 
1859) will meet again this year on JUNE 20, 
at Mt. View United Methodist Church, 
Abingdon, Virginia. Last year�s meeting, 
the first, was attended by 124 family 
members from Virginia, Tennessee, New 
Jersey, Georgia, Florida, Texas, and Indiana. 
Interest and enthusiasm for the 1999 reunion 
is running high and it appears that we may 
have representatives this year from 
additional states, including California, 
Washington and Utah. We are also hoping 
that someone from Nebraska will be on 
hand. Several of Thompson�s descendants 
settled in Red Cloud and neighboring areas 
in the 1800�s. Thompson�s lineage traces 
from Thomas (1596-1665) as follows: 
Thompson, Baruch, Ebenezer, Uriah, 
Ebenezer, Ferdinando, Thomas. His 
children were; Mary Jane (b. 1820), Eliza 
(b. 1821), Harriet (b. 1823), Augustus (b. 
1826), James (1827-1886), Robert �Bob� 
(b. 1829), Martha Elizabeth (b. 1831), Eli 
(b. 1834), Delilah (b. 1835) Nancy (b. 
1836), Jeremiah (b. 1838) and Sara Ann 
Manerva (1840-1913). Anyone interested in 
attending please notify: 
 

Garland Thayer 
164 Taylor Mill Road 
Limestone, TN 37681 

E-mail (jThayer@USIT.net) 
423-257-3627. 
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Revolutionary War Veterans 
By 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 

A recent request from our only living 
founder has led to the following study. 
During a recent visit to my home here in 
Beaverton, OR, James Burdett Thayer 
requested information on the 
Revolutionary War Soldier descendants of 
his Immigrant, Thomas Thayer. It 
occurred to me that there was much that 
could be learned from a simple listing of 
such individuals, given their lineage to the 
Immigrant was also provided. A listing of 
Thayers who served in the Revolution has 
been previously published in The Thayer 
Quarterly newsletter, but for the sake of 
our newer members, I would like to make 
this information available, in this 
enhanced form, once again. 

In the previous list, the names of the 
spouses were given. This list will give the 
soldier and his lineage to the immigrant. 
When a number following a name is 
hyphenated, that means the ancestors 
name is repeated in the previous/ 
following generation. For instance 
(Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
would be the same as Jonathan 5, 
Jonathan 4, Jonathan 3, Ferdinando 2, 
Thomas 1). If you have any question 
about these individuals, please contact our 
Thayer Military Representative: 
 

Richard Leon Thayer 
844 Lewis Ave 

Billings, MT 59101-5844 
e-mail: tayermt®imt.net 

 
   For the statisticians among you, (our 
editor calls such individuals �bean 
counters�) there is much that can be 
learned from studying this information. 
For instance, one can see how many 
brothers in one family served in the 
Revolution. Also, how many fathers 
served along with their sons. A close 
network of Thayer cousins can also be 
revealed for those interested enough to 
study this information. Also, if an 
individual knows their lineage to the 
immigrant, it can be easily seen which of 
their personal ancestors gallantly served 
to make these United States independent 
and free. 
   A similar listing will follow in a future 
issue on the Revolutionary War 

continued 
 

VETERAN BORN  DIED        GENERATION of descent from immigrant Thomas Thayer 
 
Aaron 1758 1829 (Aaron 4, Benjamin 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Abner 1764 1831 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Ahaz 1761 1830 (Timothy 5, Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Amariah 1770 ---- (Asahel 6, Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Amasa 1754 1802 (William 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Amos 1760 1833 (Cornelius 5, Jonathan 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando2, Thomas 1) 
Amos 1745 1819 (Christopher 4, Ephraim3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Amos 1757 1838 (Samuel 5-4,Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Artemas 1765 1840 (Asahel 6, Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Asa 1761 1828 (Samuel 5-4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Asahel 1737 1808 (Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Barnabas 1759 1833 (Richard 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Bartholomew 1757 1826 (Peter 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1). 
Baruch 1764 1823 (Ebenezer 5, Uriah 4, Ebenezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Benjamin 1744 1826 (Aaron 4, Benjamin 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Benjamin 1756 1811 (Joseph 5-4, Samuel 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Benoni 1757 ---- (Oliver 4, William 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Caleb 1749 1778 (Jeremiah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Caleb 1736 ---- (Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas 1) 
Christopher 1741 1823 (Christopher 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Christopher 1732 ---- (Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Cornelius 1757 ---- (Cornelius 5, Jonathan 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Daniel 1756 1835 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
David 1759 1785 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
David 1761 1843 (Isaac 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
David 1739 1803 (David 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Demetrius 1764 1848 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Dependence 1730 ---- (Jonathan 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Ebenezer 1749 1800 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Ebenezer 1765 1782 (Elisha 5, Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Ebenezer 1746 1809 (Ebenezer 5-4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
Eli 1762 1825 (Asahel 6, Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Elias 1741 1806 (Ebenezer 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Elijah 1744 1813 (David 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Elijah 1747 1826 (Ichabod 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Elijah 1753 1820 (Noah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Elisha 1735 1819 (Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Elkanah 1747 1829 (Thomas 5, John 4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
Ellis 1752 1840 (Jeremiah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Enoch 1751 1846 (Noah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Ephraim 1740 1781 (Peter 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Ephraim 1749 1836 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Ephraim 1755 1829 (John 5, Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Eseck 1762 1850 (Uriah 5-4, Ebenezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Ezekiel 1759 1837 (Isaac 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Ezra 1773 1854 (Abraham 5, Isaac 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Gaius 1744 1831 (Thomas 5, John 4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
George 1741 1790 (David 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Gideon 1753 1836 (Thomas 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Ichabod 1745 1820 (Ichabod 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Increase 1750 1813 (William 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Isaac 1754 1815 (Isaac 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jabez 1758 1778 (Samuel 5-4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
James 1752 1786 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
James 1762 ---- (Jesse 5, John 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jedediah 1743 1788 (Ebenezer 4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
Jeremiah 1725 1805 (Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jeremiah 1750 ---- (Jeremiah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jerijah 1762 1857 (Zephaniah 5, William 4-3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Jesse 1728 1800 (John 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joel 1760 1840 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
John 1756 1823 (Josiah 5, Isaac 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
John 1729 ---- (Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
John 1753 1817 (John 5, Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
John 1755 1808 John 5-4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
Jonah 1751 1820 (Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jonas 1750 1793 (Cornelius 5, Jonathan 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
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Revolutionary War Veterans 
(continued) 

 
descendants of the Immigrants, Richard 
and Nathaniel Thayer. The lists follow the 
paternal line only---meaning from father 
to son to grandson, etc. There were 13 
additional descendants of Thomas 
(through their mothers or grandmothers) 
who also served in the Revolutionary 
War. However, their information will 
appear in the respective lists of their 
paternal immigrating ancestor, Richard or 
Nathaniel Thayer. 
   It is interesting to note the 4th, 5th and 
6th generations were the descendants of 
Thomas who fought in the Revolutionary 
War. This list presents 130 such 
individuals. This may not be a complete 
list of Thomas� Revolutionary War 
descendants, but it is all that is in my files. 
One can also perceive the pattern of 
naming trends within the various lines. 
The complex network of relationships 
also becomes evident through study of 
this list. 
   For descendants interested in becoming 
members of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, please contact: 
 

Richard F. Locke 
Genealogist General 

1559 St Andrews Drive 
Redding, CA 96003-9799 

 
   For membership information in the 
National Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution: 
 

NSDAR NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 

Member Services 
1776 D St., N. W. 

Washington, D.C. 20006-5303 
(202) 628-1776 

http://www.dar.org/form.html 
 
   Do you have a story for your 
newsletter? Do you have a subject you 
would like to see in your newsletter? 
   This newsletter cannot be published 
without input from the members. I wish to 
continue to bring you the best THAYER 
biography with associated genealogy 
available. We are quickly exhausting 
previously published biography. We need 
more input from you! Please write me at 
my address on the last page.     Editor 
 
 

VETERAN BORN  DIED        GENERATION of descent from immigrant Thomas Thayer 
 
Jonathan 1753 1827 (Cornelius 5, Jonathan 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jonathan 1754 1785 (Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jonathan 1734 1775 (Jonathan 4, William 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Jonathan 1726 1805 (Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Jonathan 1761 1836 (Jonathan 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1754 1798 (Oliver 5, Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1754 1838 (Oliver 4, William 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1743 ---- (Joseph 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1727 1777 (Joseph 4, Samuel 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1754 1821 (Joseph 5-4, Samuel 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1727 1818 (Joseph 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Joseph 1715 1787 (Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Joshua 1758 1811 (Seth 5, Jonathan 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Jotham 1761 1825 (Seth 5, Jonathan 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Lemuel 1752 1842 (Oliver 4, William 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Lemuel 1744 1810 (Lemuel 5, John 4-3, Thomas 2-1) 
Levi 1752 1816 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Levi 1755 1843 (Daniel 4, Ebenezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Moses 1741 1783 (Moses 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Nathan 1752 1827 (Daniel 4, Ebenezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Nathaniel 1753 1824 (Nathaniel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Nehemiah 1755 1799 (Jeremiah 5, Ebenezer 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Nehemiah 1748 1818 (Jonathan 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Nicholas 1758 1818 (Joseph 5-4, Samuel 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Noah 1754 1803 (Noah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Noah 1727 1790 (Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Oliver 1740 1821 (William 4-3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Oliver 1758 1836 (Peter 5, Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Paul 1756 1805 (Jonathan 5-4-3, Ferdinando, Thomas 1) 
Pelatiah 1739 1797 (John 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Peter 1737 1805 (Peter 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Peter 1755 1825 (Peter 5, Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Philip 1753 1832 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Philip 1755 1828 (Christopher 5, Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Reuben 1747 1839 (Isaac 5-4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Reuben 1741 1826 (Joseph 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Robert 1765 1822 (Napthali 5-4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Samuel 1761 1838 (Timothy 5- 4, Samuel 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Samuel 1761 ---- (John 5, Philip 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Samuel 1762 1833 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Samuel White 1757 1816 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Seth 1726 1803 (Jonathan 4-3, Ferdinando, Thomas 1) 
Shadrach 1759 1779 (Noah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Silas 1742 1815 (John 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Silas 1756 ---- (Jonathan 5- 4-3, Ferdinando, Thomas 1) 
Silas 1746 1816 (Ebenezer 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Simeon 1737 1800 (David 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Simeon 1765 1848 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Solomon 1755 1835 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Stephen 1765 1821 (Stephen 5, Samuel 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Stephen 1732 1777 (Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Stephen 1733 1781 (Samuel 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Sylvanus 1762 1795 (Peter 5,Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Timothy 1758 1815 (Timothy 5-4, Samuel 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Timothy 1740 1811 (Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Titus 1766 1840 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Uriah 1750 1805 (Uriah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
William 1759 1822 (James 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
William 1737 1806 (William 4, Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
Zaccheus 1742 1825 (Peter 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Zachariah M. 1752 1808 (Noah 5, Shadrach 4, Ephraim 3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Zephaniah 1736 1818 (William 4-3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
Zephaniah 1760 1809 (Zephaniah 5, William 4-3, Shadrach 2, Thomas 1) 
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POLITICAL THAYERS 
 
   In response to my plea in the last issue for 
more information on Thayers in politics, 
two TFA members responded with very 
similar information. Richard Leon (Dick) 
Thayer of Billings, MT and Rodney Lee 
(Lee) Thayer of the USN, currently in 
Japan. 
The source of this information is: 
Biographical Directory of the American Congress 
1774-1961, United States Government Printing 
Office, 1961. The lineage after each entry is from 
Patricia Thayer Muno. Thanks to Dick and Lee 
for sending this in! 
 
   THAYER, Andrew Jackson, a 
Representative from Oregon; born in Lima, 
Livingston County, N. V., November 27, 
1818; attended the common schools; studied 
law; was admitted to the bar in 1849 and 
commenced practice in Lima; crossed the 
continent in 1853 and settled on a farm near 
Corvallis, Benton County, Oreg.; resumed 
the practice of law and also engaged in 
agricultural pursuits; appointed by President 
Buchanan United States attorney for the 
district of Oregon on March 2, 1859, and 
resigned after six months� service, having 
become a candidate for Congress; presented 
credentials as a Democratic Member-elect 
to the Thirty-seventh Congress and served 
from March 4 to July 30, 1861, when he 
was succeeded by George K. Shiel, who 
contested his election; district attorney for 
the second district of Oregon 1862-1864; 
served as circuit judge of the second judicial 
district of Oregon from 1870 until his death 
in Corvallis, Oreg., April 28, 1873; 
interment in Crystal Lake Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: Andrew Jackson8, Gideon7-6, Thomas5-

4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 
   THAYER, Eli (father of John Alden 
Thayer), a Representative from 
Massachusetts; born in Mendon, 
Worcester County, Mass., June 11, 1819; 
attended the common schools, the 
academies in Bellingham and Amherst, 
Mass., and the Worcester Manual Labor 
School; taught school in Douglas, Mass., 
in 1835 and 1836 and in Hopkington, R. 
I., in 1842; had charge of the boys� high 
school in Providence, R. I., in 1844; was 
graduated from Brown University at 
Providence in 1845 and was an instructor 
in Worcester Academy 1841-1848; 
studied law and was admitted to the bar, 
but did not practice; founded the Oread 
Collegiate Institute, a school for young 

women, in 1848; member of the 
Worcester School Board in 1852; 
alderman of Worcester in 1852 and 1853; 
member of the State house of 
representatives in 1853 and 1854; while in 
the legislature secured a chanter, and 
originated and organized the New 
England Emigrant Aid Co., which had for 
its purpose the sending out of an advance 
colony of antislavery settlers to Kansas, 
which resulted in that Territory becoming 
an anti-slave State; elected as a 
Republican to the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-
sixth Congresses (March 4, 1857-March 
3, 1861); unsuccessful candidate for 
reelection in 1860 to the Thirty-seventh 
Congress; delegate accredited from 
Oregon to the Republican National 
Convention at Chicago in 1860; engaged 
in railroad and other business pursuits; 
unsuccessful candidate for election in 
1872 to the Forty-third Congress; died in 
Worcester, Mass., April 15, 1899; 
interment in Hope Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: Eli7, Cushman6, Benjamin5, 
Aaron4, Benjamin3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1.  
 
   THAYER, Harry Irving, a Representative 
from Massachusetts; born in Pembroke, 
Plymouth County, Mass., September 10, 1869; 
attended the public schools of Hanover, Mass.; 
engaged in the leather business; organizer and 
president of the Thayer-Ross Co.; president of 
the New England Shoe and Leather 
Association 1916-1921; was president of the 
Tanners� Council of the United States in 1920 
and 1921; during the First World War was 
chairman of the Wakefield Chapter of the 
American Red Cross and served until 1924, 
when he resigned; also served as chairman of 
the Liberty bond sales committee and war 
chest; was a delegate to the Republican 
National Convention at Cleveland in 1924; 
elected as a Republican to the Sixty-ninth 
Congress and served from March 4, 1925, 
until his death in Wakefield, Middlesex 
County, Mass., March 10, 1926; interment in 
Lakeside Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: Harry Irving10, Wendell Phillips9, 
Charles Ebenezer8, Ebenezer7, Barnabus6, 
Richard5, John4, Richard3-2-1. 
 
   THAYER, John Alden (son of Eli Thayer), a 
Representative from Massachusetts; born in 
Worcester, Mass., December 22, 1857; 
attended the grade and high schools of 
Worcester; was graduated from Harvard 
University in 1879; taught school; studied law 
at Columbia College of Law at New York 
City; was admitted to the bar in 1889 and 

commenced practice in Worcester; clerk of the 
central district court of Worcester 1892-1897; 
elected as a Democrat to the Sixty-second 
Congress (March 4, 1911 - March 3, 1913); 
unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1912 
to the Sixty-third Congress; delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention at Baltimore 
in 1912; appointed postmaster of Worcester, 
Mass., by President Wilson in February 1915, 
which position he held until his death, which 
occurred in Worcester, Mass., July 31, 1917; 
interment in Hope Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: John Alden8, Eli7, Cushman6, 
Benjamin5, Aaron4, Benjamin3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. 
 
   THAYER, John Milton (uncle of Arthur 
Laban Bates), a Senator from Nebraska; 
born in Bellingham, Mass., January 24, 
1820; was graduated from Brown 
University, Providence, R. I., in 1847; 
moved to Nebraska in 1854 and engaged in 
agricultural pursuits; studied law; was 
admitted to the bar in 1855 and commenced 
practice in Omaha, Nebr.; brigadier general 
and major general of the Territorial forces 
operating against the Pawnee Indians 
18551861; captured the Pawnees and placed 
them on reservations in 1859; member of 
the Territorial State senate in 1860; delegate to 
the State constitutional convention in 1860; 
during the Civil War served in the Union 
Army; commissioned colonel of the First 
Regiment, Nebraska Volunteer Infantry, July 
21, 1861; promoted to brigadier general of 
Volunteers October 4, 1862; appointment 
expired March 4, 1863; brigadier general of 
Volunteers March 13, 1863; brevetted major 
general of Volunteers March 13, 1865, for 
�gallant and meritorious services during the 
war resigned July 19, 1865; returned to 
Omaha, Nebr.; member of the State 
constitutional convention in 1866; upon the 
admission of Nebraska as a State into the 
Union was elected as a Republican to the 
United States Senate and served from March 1, 
1867, to March 3, 1871; unsuccessful 
candidate for reelection in 1871; appointed by 
President Grant as Governor of the Territory of 
Wyoming and served from 1875 to 1879; 
department commander of the Grand Army 
of the Republic of Nebraska in 1886; 
Governor of Nebraska 1887-1891; resumed 
the practice of law in Lincoln, Nebr., and 
died there March 19, 1906; interment in 
Wyuka Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: John Milton7, Elias6-5, Ebenezer 
4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1.            continued 
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POLITICAL THAYERS 
 
   THAYER, John Randolph, a 
Representative from Massachusetts; born in 
Douglas, Worcester County, Mass., March 
9, 1845; attended the common schools and 
Nichols Academy in Dudley, Worcester 
County, and was graduated from Yale 
College in 1869; studied law; was admitted 
to the bar in 1871 and commenced practice 
in Worcester, Mass.; served in the city 
council 1874-876 and as alderman 
18781880; was one of the trustees of 
Nichols Academy for fifteen years; was an 
unsuccessful candidate for district attorney 
in 1876; member of the State house of 
representatives in 1880 and 1881; 
unsuccessful candidate for mayor of 
Worcester in 1886; served in the State 
senate in 1890 and 1891; unsuccessful 
candidate for election in 1892 to the Fifty- 
third Congress; elected as a Democrat to the 
Fifty-sixth, Fifty-seventh, and Fifty- eighth 
Congresses (March 4, 1899 March 3, 1905); 
was not a candidate for re-nomination in 
1904; resumed the practice of law in 
Worcester, Mass., where he died December 
19, 1916; interment in the Rural Cemetery. 

 
Lineage: John Randolph8, Mowry Richardson7, 
John6-5, Joseph4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 

 
   THAYER, Martin Russell, a Representative 
from Pennsylvania; born in Dinwiddie County, 
near the city limits of Petersburg, Va., January 
27, 1819; attended the Mount Pleasant 
Classical Institute in Amherst, Mass., and 
Amherst College; moved with his father to 
Philadelphia, Pa., in 1837; was graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia 
in 1840; studied law; was admitted to the bar 
in 1842 and commenced practice in 
Philadelphia; commissioner to revise the 
revenue laws of Pennsylvania in 1862; elected 
as a Republican to the Thirty-eighth and 
Thirty-ninth Congresses (March 4, 1863 
March 3, 1867); declined to be a candidate for 
re-nomination in 1866; resumed the practice of 
law; judge of the district court of Philadelphia 
1867-1874; president judge of the court of 
common pleas of Philadelphia from 1874 until 
his resignation in 1896; elected by the judges 
of the common pleas court prothonotary of 
Philadelphia in 1896; also engaged in literary 
pursuits; died in Philadelphia, Pa., October 14, 
1906; interment in St. James the Less Church 
Cemetery. 
 
Lineage: Martin Russell8, Martin7, Josiah6-5, 
Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1. 

 

Thayer Monuments 
 
   I am continuing to receive responses to 
my request for pictures of Thayer 
monuments and headstones. This 
photograph is provided by Kathryn King 
Flaxbeard of Highland, MI. Kathryn writes 
that this stone was very influential in finding 
her Thayer �roots.� �It is where the Thayers 
went to Kings.� 

 
Photo courtesy Kathryn Flaxbeard 

 
   Kathryn�s great grandmother, Martha 
Hammond Thayer was born 4 Sep. 1838 in 
Braintree, MA. Her Lineage is as follows: 
Martha8, David7, William6-5, James4, Ephraim3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1. 
    Martha H. Thayer married Andrew G. King 
but Kathryn has been unable to find written 
documentation of this marriage. She originally 
received her Thayer lineage from H. Hobart 
Holly in his capacity as Historian for the 
Quincy Historical Society. Many of my 
readers will remember Mr. Holly for his 
assistance to TFA as an advisor. 
    This fine monument is located in the 
Pond Street Cemetery, Braintree, MA. 
Kathryn was able to visit the cemetery on a 
beautiful Memorial Day with all the lilacs in 
bloom. 
 
Readers: can anyone provide me with a 
picture of a THAYER mausoleum? Ed. 

Adventures of a TFA-Spouse 
by 

TFA-Anonymous 
 
   On a cold winter�s day, the question arose, 
�What would you like to do today?� �Ohhhh... 
I dunno.� (Pause.) �Why don�t we go look for 
your Thayer second great grandparents.� 
Okay... So, armed with coats, gloves, hats, and 
snow boots, we set out for Springfield, MA. 
   First stop was the main Library in 
Springfield; second stop was the reference 
(Local History and Genealogy Section) room. 
With various references spread out on the 
library tabletop, we started searching. I had 
picked up a small volume, �Early Burials of 
Chicopee Falls,� and starting leafing through 
it.� �Aha!� says I to myself, �Here�s sumpin�!� 
   Sitting across from my TFA spouse, I 
waited� waited... hoping that he would look 
up and catch my eye. No... he was completely 
engrossed. 
   �Ahem.� ... �Ahem.� ... � AHEM!� was my 
next ploy. 
   Ah, that caught his attention! As he 
GLARED across the table at me, I asked 
tenuously, �Are you interested in this?� and 
shoved the small, gray book, opened at the 
relevant entry, across the table. 
   �WHERE�D YOU GET THIS?!!!� from 
my devoted TFA Spouse, in a library 
version of a ROAR! 
   �On the shelf with the Chicopee Falls 
references,� was my subdued whisper. 
   Sometime later, we decided to drive north 
to Chicopee Falls to search out this burial. 
As we stopped on our way out to thank the 
reference librarian, I happened to notice a 
large map of the Chicopee Falls Cemetery. I 
made a mental note of the layout of the 
cemetery, and how it was numbered. 
   Driving north, at the outskirts of the 
Village, I happened to espy the very snowy 
cemetery off to our left. 
   �Turn here!� I quickly directed. 
   �Why?� came the exasperated reply. 
   �Cause that�s the cemetery over there!� 
   We parked on a side street, donned coats 
and gloves, and opened the trunk for our 
boots. (The cemetery had not been plowed.) 
My illustrious TFA-Spouse marched to the 
west end of the cemetery to start counting 
off rows. 
   I studied the layout of the cemetery, and 
walked to the middle of one section. Aha! 
� �Yoo Hoo! - here �tis!� I called. 
    Aforesaid illustrious TFA-Spouse 
clomped back to where I had found �his� 
stone, agreed that it was the right one, 
saying, �I�d have rather done it myself, you 
know!�
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UNPLACED THAYERS 
OF INDIANA 

By 
Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
   Noticing that I am still getting some 
feedback on the �unplaced� lists on the 
internet, I have taken the time to add 
another state for publishing in the TQ and 
on the TFA internet home page. The list at 
right is comprised of unplaced individuals 
who were born, married, died or resided 
in the state of Indiana. By �unplaced� we 
mean that these individuals are not yet 
linked by relationship to one of the 
Thayer immigrant ancestors. You will 
note that there were 4 men who had 2nd 
wives. The largest group of unplaced 
Thayers in the state of Indiana comes 
from the descendants of Spencer Thayer 
and Sally Butler. I have also listed the 
principal heads of the family in the next 
two generations of Spencer�s descendants. 
They were Sidney and Ira Thayer. I felt 
they deserved mention in-as-much as this 
line covers seven generations of unplaced 
families. 
 
   I do have a competent Family 
Representative for this line, she is: Lolita 
Thayer Guthrie of Bowling Green, OH 
and we have just been up against a brick 
wall in making a breakthrough on 
Spencer�s parentage. Lolita is under the 
impression that he may have come out to 
Indiana as an orphan, possibly from New 
York. (It may be helpful to mention that 
the year of birth for the Thayer is 
sometimes an estimated year.) I hope this 
is helpful to others. 
 
   If you can help place one of these 
Thayers, please write me: 
 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
6885 SW 161 Place 

Beaverton, OR 97007-6336 
email: triciamuno@aol.com 

 
   For the Spencer Thayer-Sally Butler 
line, please write: 
 

Lolita Thayer Guthrie 
123 North Grove St. 

Bowling Green, OH 43042-2319 
email: lguthrie@Jwcnet.org 

 
 
 

THAYER BORN DIED          SPOUSE                                                   . 
 
THAYER, (_____) 1843  Ella MERRILL 
THAYER, Addison 1858  Sarah 
THAYER, Albert M. 1854  Sophia 
THAYER, Alvin 1887  Etta May 
THAYER, Austin 1839  Lydia A. 
THAYER, Bert 1878  Mary 
THAYER, Carl A. 1886  Grace 
THAYER, Carl B. 1873  Edith 
THAYER, Charles 1876  Bessie J. 
THAYER, Charles 1859  Florence 
THAYER, Charles A. 1836  Nettie KINSINGTON 
    Mary C. 
THAYER, Charles A. 1866  Carrie M. COOK 
THAYER, Clyde W. 1878  Lola M. 
THAYER, Daniel 1830  Sarah 
THAYER, Davis 1836  Mary 
THAYER, Davis (Thair) 1837  Margaret 
THAYER, Edward (Theyer) 1868  Julia F. 
THAYER, Elmer 1869  Lena 
THAYER, Eugene M. 1851  Anna E. 
THAYER, Ezra 1837  Adelia 
THAYER, Frank 1889  Jannie 
THAYER, Frank B. 1864  Sarah 
THAYER, Frank J. 1858  Laura (or Lois) 
THAYER, George 1808  Amelia 
THAYER, George G. 1850  Mary GATES 
THAYER, George W. 1863  Marion E. 
THAYER, Gilbert 1883  Berna 
THAYER, Harry D. 1868  Pearl 
THAYER, Harry W. 1881  Mary L. 
THAYER, Henry D. 1875  Janie 
THAYER, Hiram B. 1852  Martha 
THAYER, Ira 1859 1934 Harriet Mae SLEETH 
THAYER, James W. 1871  Anna B. KYGER 
THAYER, Jason 1786 1850 Tamor Ann MILLIMAN 
    Abigail ABBOTT 
THAYER, John 1825 1904 Margaret SAPPENFIELD 
    Tamar MITCHNER 
THAYER, John (Thair) 1856  Hannah 
THAYER, Jonathan Frank 1858  Lou 
THAYER, Jonathan W. (Thyer) 1864  Sarah V. 
THAYER, Joseph 1859  Ida 
THAYER, Joseph 1805  Abigail HAMILTON 
THAYER, Keisling W. 1889  Lucy PETTIBONE 
THAYER, Lester R. 1872  Gertrude 
THAYER, Levi C. 1858  Eliza J. 
THAYER, Lewis 1879  May 
THAYER, Luman 1825  Mary WALKER 
THAYER, Marian N. 1873  Fannie 
THAYER, Martin L. 1867  Cora E. 
THAYER, Miles M. 1818  Melinda MOORE 
THAYER, Nicholas (Civ. Sol.) 1837 1914 Sarah Jane STEEL 
THAYER, Noah 1777 1842 Hannah REED 
THAYER, Otis 1820  Emeline MEEK 
THAYER, Otto H. 1888  Gladys M. 
THAYER, Richard 1805  Catherine SWISHER 
THAYER, Sidney 1827 1866 Frances BASS 
THAYER, Silas L. 1810  Lucinda ELLISON 
THAYER, Silas Melvin 1885  Edna May CHASE 
THAYER, Spencer 1799 1878 Sally BUTLER 
THAYER, Thomas 1877  Emma 
THAYER, Walter 1857  Emma 
THAYER, Walter E. 1880 1937 Josephine HOLLAND 
THAYER, Wiley H. 1878  Carrie A. 
THAYER, William (Civ. Sol.) 1845  Betsey R. 
THAYER, William Adrian 1908 1973 Margaret BAUMBAURER 
    Silvia E. MORITZ 
THAYER, William E. 1869  Anna M. 
THAYER, William H. 1842 1908 Fanny Jane COOLEY 
THAYER, William Milton 1867  Cora 
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Mv Search for Me 
 

A story of one Thayer descendant�s 
search for roots 

By 
Patricia Thayer Muno, 
Historian/Genealogist 

 
   Your mother is getting up in years and was 
adopted; and although she has made you 
promise never to try and find her birth parents, 
you are dying to know about the ancestors 
responsible for making you the person that you 
are. You spend hours lying awake at night 
wondering if Mom looked like her birth 
mother. Your daytime thoughts are also 
preoccupied with a burning desire to know if 
she had any siblings, and, if so, were they still 
living? Knowing full well that there is a strong 
physical resemblance between your mother, 
yourself and your daughter, you ask yourself if 
these same resemblances have been carried 
though from her mother and grandmother as 
well? You try to imagine what your 
grandmother looked like, and whether or not 
she may have shared any of the same 
mannerisms. You reflect on the only picture 
you can conjure in your mind, which was of 
the time your mother told you that her 
adoptive parents had mentioned there had been 
nuns present when they had gone to �pick her 
out.� 
   Finally, since you just love mysteries and 
puzzles, your curiosity gets the best of you! 
Without telling, Mom, you do some 
investigating on your own, being extremely 
careful not to betray your late night prowling 
on the World Wide Web for any sliver of a 
clue that might lead where to commence such 
a search. 
   The following message was posted 30 Sep 
1998 on the TFA Web site: 
   �I am trying to find any information I can 
on my mom�s �birth� side of the family. My 
mom was born in November 1921. She was 
adopted from the Boston area in 1922. 
   Somehow she got information that her 
birth name was Marjorie (or Margery) 
Anne Thayer. Unfortunately, the 
information she received had no parent�s 
names listed~ I have fried, unsuccessfully, to 
find any �real� relatives we might have. 
Obviously, from my mom�s age (almost 77) 
there is no chance of finding her parents. 
Maybe some older relative out there might 
remember something and be able to give me 
some help and direction. There must be 
some distant relatives out there.� Margie 
DeSisto Roberts. 
   Margie had an immediate response back 
to her heartfelt query the same day from 
webmaster, Lee Thayer, in Japan. She could 

hardly contain her excitement upon finally 
being in touch with someone who might be 
able to offer her some help. Margie 
responded: 
   �I have to admit that you�re the first 
�Thayer� that I�ve ever spoken with. It 
really amazes me to think that I might be 
talking to a member of my real family for 
the first time ever... Now that I�ve found this 
web site and see that there are so many 
Thayers, I would really like to pursue my 
search. Hopefully someone out there knows 
something that can put me in the right 
direction....� 

 
Marjorie Anne Thayer 

Webmaster Lee told her that he would forward 
her query on to me, TFA�s 
Historian/Genealogist. Upon reading Margie�s 
query, I could certainly identify with her in her 
endeavor to find her Thayer ancestors, as 
making my connection to the known lineages 
of the Thayer family has also been my passion 
and pursuit for the last 25 years. Margie writes: 
   �My mom was adopted shortly after birth 
and never knew who her birth parents were. 
That, however, was fine with her because 
her adopted parents loved her dearly - she 
was their only child. My mother found out 
many, many years ago that her birth name 
was Marjorie Anne Thayer, but that was the 
extent of her knowledge. When she was 
adopted, she was re-named Olga DeNisco. 
She later married and became Olga 
DeSicto. I have 2 older brothers. When I 
came along, she decided she wanted to 

name me after her �real� self ...so I became 
Marjorie Marie DeSisto.� 
   �Anyway, in May of 1996, my dad passed 
away just six weeks before their 50th 
anniversary. My mom was absolutely 
devastated. I knew then that I really wanted 
to find her some of her �own� relatives. Not 
my fathers relatives, not just us, but 
someone that belonged just to her. Well, I 
tried and tried. I called all sorts of places, 
only to be told that the records were sealed. 
Some adoption-reunion agency from 
Peabody, MA told me that it would cost me 
several hundred dollars (at least), but they 
couldn�t guarantee anything. So, I put it on 
hold and thought that this was just some 
kind of knee-jerk reaction to our loss.� 
   �However, now two years had passed and 
I still thought about her unknown relatives 
constantly. My life had somewhat settled 
down again and I decided that I would 
pursue this until I had exhausted every 
possible avenue. I got on the Internet and 
found the Thayer Families Association and 
posted a query.� 
   This query brought Margie to me, and 
because I had already spent years extracting 
and compiling the New England vital and 
census records and had the Massachusetts birth 
index where Thayers appeared in my files, I 
was immediately able to tell Margie the exact 
volume and page number of where to look for 
he mother�s birth record. 
   On 1 Oct 1998 Margie wrote to me: 
   �I will write a letter to the MA Registry of 
Vital Records and Statistics tonight. 
   Hopefully, they will be able to come up 
with something further. (However, I�m not 
too optimistic. Somewhere, I heard that it 
has to be my mom that requests information 
from adoption agencies and the like. Is that 
true? If so, that�s nothing mom would want 
to get involved with. As a matter fact, she 
doesn�t even know I�m pursuing this... I�m 
trying not to get my hopes too high of 
finding relatives (they might not want to 
ever be found, anyway). But, I have found 
you, Rick and Lee and no matter how 
distant we�re related, or how brief our 
communication, I�m finally �connected with 
my real family.� You just can�t imagine how 
wonderful that is!� 
   Another obstacle arose, and on 2 Oct 
1998, Margie wrote: 
   �Not a good day today. At 9:00 this a.m. I 
was on the phone to the MA Registry for 
Vital Statistics. I didn�t give my name when 
I asked if it was possible for me to get a 
copy of my moms records - even if she was 

continued 
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My Search For Me continued) 
adopted. I was informed that records are 
sealed for 100 years. The only way to get them 
open is with a court order. Well, I�m going to 
fry a different route.� 
   Margie was not to be dissuaded and the very 
next day she learned a trick from an 
acquaintance that helped produce some results. 
Margie writes: 
   �She told me to look in the index and find 
someone that is listed in the same volume/page 
# as mom, then ask for the other person�s 
information. She said they will usually Xerox 
the entire page, thus leaving mom�s 
information available to read, which is what I 
really wanted anyway. When I asked her if 
sealed meant not existing, her reply was �No, 
it just means they won�t give it to you, but it 
does exist� She told me that she got this from 
attending a �Genealogy 101� class that was 
offered by NEHGS.  
   It was during these private e-mail exchanges 
with Margie that I came to know her fairly 
well. In fact I learned that she was much like 
myself. �The one very important thing you 
must know about me is that I probably have 
more determination and �stick-to-itiveness� 
than most people you know,� she stated; and 
she was certainly right about that! I suggested 
to her that the situation regarding her mother 
having been given up for adoption was likely 
that she was conceived out of wedlock. Thank 
heavens that the emotional stigma attached to 
such circumstances are not today what it once 
was. It is a blessing that today�s society is 
more readily acceptant of these matter-of-fact 
situations, treating them with more 
compassion and without conveying attitudes of 
dishonor to the people concerned. Margie 
wrote: 
   �It�s funny you mentioned that mom�s birth 
may have occurred out-of-wedlock. That�s a 
possibility I�ve been pondering for some time 
now. If that is the case though, I don�t know if 
she�s a Thayer on her mother�s side or her 
father�s side. Well, no one ever said this would 
be easy.� 
   I explained to Margie that in most of the 
cases, the child would carry the mother�s 
maiden name on the birth certificate, and that I 
felt certain we would be able to break the case. 
She seemed to relax a little with that. Then 
discouragement settled in. On 7 Oct 1998, 
Margie wrote: 
   �I�m sort of on hold on my mom�s situation. 
It may take approximately 30 days from the 
time I mailed my request to hear anything from 
the Registry of Vital Statistics. With my luck, 
they�ll make me wait 30 days and then tell me 
they can�t tell me anything for another 23 
years. Even if I can�t get beyond this point, at 
least I know I�ve tried.� 

Infant: Belle Edith Thayer, standing: mother Alice 
Betersly. 
 
   Sometime during this course of her 
campaign, with some apprehensions, Margie 
revealed to her brother, Joe DeSisto, what she 
was up to. Fortunately, she was able to enlist 
his help. She wrote of her experience to 
Thayer Family Representative, Sue Gardner, 
of Leominster, MA the following: 
   �I convinced my oldest brother that I would 
never rest until there was some resolution... 
With trepidation, Joe contacted a friend of his 
that was an investigator and promised me his 
help. As a result of my query, I was in contact 
with Tricia and she was able to tell me the 
volume, page and line number where 
information on my mom�s birth could be found 
I forwarded this info to the investigator and 
the next morning I received a phone call 
informing me that my mother�s mother�s name 
was Edith Thayer. I again contacted Tricia 
with this info and within seconds I had a 

family tree. I knew, once and for all where we 
belonged� 
   On 21 Oct 1998, Margie excitedly wrote to 
me the following: 
�I just wanted to let you know that last night, 
the opportunity presented itself for me to tell 
my mother about Belle and the rest of her 
family.� 
   �I can�t tell you how excited she was! She 
couldn�t believe she actually has first cousins, 
and possibly a half brother. I couldn�t get the 
material out of my briefcase quickly enough 
for her to read Also, I told her about the family 
reunion [TFA annual meeting] in June. She 
plans on going to meet some relatives. (Who 
ever would have thought?) I told her we have 
material that you are sending to us. She lives 
next door to me and will probably be checking 
my mail on a daily basis now.� 
   �She told me she often wondered about 
her birth relatives, especially since my dad 
passed away. But, she didn�t believe anyone 
would be alive. I told her that I�ve spoken 
with three of her first cousins. She may, at 
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some point, want me to get in touch with 
them so she can speak with them! I�m just so 
happy for her. This is just the way I always 
hoped it would be.� 
   Once Margie had a glimpse of the much 
sought after record and was armed with the 
first name of her mother�s birth mother, she 
sent me an instant message informing me of 
the name �Edith.� Within seconds I was 
able to tell her more than she dreamed she 
would ever find on her family-- I told her 
that her grandmother�s name was Belle 
Edith Thayer, and that she was born on 15 
Dec 1896 in Brattleboro, Windham, VT, the 
sixth of ten children of Hervey Dwight 
Thayer and Alice Betsey Betterly. I was 
able to share with her that her great 
grandfather had been killed in his latter 
years as a result from a fall from a hay 
wagon. Marjorie Anne11 Thayer�s lineage is 
as follows: Belle Edith10, Hervey Dwight9, 
Orson8, Ezra7, Eseck6, Uriah5-4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1 Thayer. 
   Due to my extensive correspondence with 
other Thayers, I was able to put Margie in 
touch with some of her mother�s first 
cousins. I had previously corresponded with 
TFA member, Wallace Warren Thayer, of 
Aston, PA, another descendant in this line. 
He informed Margie that Wally was the son 
of her newfound grandmother�s brother, 
Lynn. She called around and got Wally�s 
phone number. He was able to elucidate 
additional information for her about her 
grandmother, Belle. Margie wrote: 
   �He was so cordial, and gave me the 
name, address and phone # for his cousin 
David Lynn Thayer, who also lives in PA. 
David is Belle�s brother, Hugh�s son... with 
a little trepidation, I called David L. today. 
Guess what? He almost sounded excited to 
speak with me. While he doesn�t have a lot 
of recollection he gave me a wonderful 
contact. He told me to call his older brother, 
Scott. Apparently, Scott is really into 
genealogy and would love to hear the 
information I have on Belle....� 

It should be mentioned that Margie had 
known absolutely nothing about her 
mother�s adoption issue until she was in her 
twenties. She knew, however, that her 
mother, Olga, had grown up as an only 
child. Now that she armed with some 
knowledge of the family, Margie was able 
to learn from Scott that her mother had two 
younger half brothers, both of whom were 
living in the state of Vermont. Scott then 
took it from there and also put Margie in 
touch with her mother�s half brother, Bob 
Deyo. At first Margie thought Bob was a 
little surprised to hear about her Mom�s 
existence:  

Marjorie DeSisto Roberts, Joe DeDisto, Marjorie 
Anne Thayer DeSisto.  
 
   On 25 Oct 1998 Margie wrote: 
   �Today, I called Robert Thayer Deyo. He 
lives in Springfield, VT... I tried to break it 
to him easily by telling him I that I believed 
we were related and that if he was Belle 
Edith�s son, I was his long-lost niece 
(instead of jumping right to �you�re my 
mother�s half-brother.) I told him about 
Belle having a baby in 1921 in Boston, MA, 
and that I was that �baby�s� daughter.� 

�I told [them] that I hoped they didn�t 
misunderstand my reasons for calling. I was 
looking for nothing more from them than for 
information on Belle... what she looked like, 
what she was like and what medical history 
she had.� 

��He asked me all sorts of questions 
about mom and our family. He seemed 
genuinely interested and happy that I had 
called. He told me that he was so thrilled to 
have more family. I told him that I would 
have my mom call him soon. He wanted to 
meet my family half way between Boston 
and Springfield, VT so he can get a chance 
to meet his relatives!� 

��I told him he also had two half-
nephews and seven grand-nieces and 
nephews. He�s thrilled. Before we hung up, 
he made me promise to call him again... He 
also asked me to not refer to us as �half� 
relatives. I�m his only niece and my brothers 
are his only nephews and he likes the sound 
of that... Needless to say, I�m thrilled with 
how my weekend went.� 
   On 28 Oct 1998, Margie wrote: 
   �Scott Thayer is an absolute doll. He was 
wonderful to speak with and sent material to 
me as quickly as promised. I certainly can�t 
wait to meet him. I�d really have to say that 
everyone of the Thayer�s that I�ve 
communicated with have been absolutely 
wonderful to me, even considering that 
weird situation I presented everyone.� 

   On 23 Nov 1998, Margie wrote of their 
first meeting with new relatives: 

�Hi Tricia, I just wanted to let you know 
that I took your advice on meeting with my 
mother�s brother sooner than later. We met 
him yesterday for the first time. It was 
wonderful! The resemblance Bob and my 
mother share is uncanny. We met them at a 
shopping mall in New Hampshire. We took 
our motor home so it would be easier for 
them to locate us and we would have an 
opportunity for privacy. It worked out 
perfectly.� �Bob brought hundreds of 
pictures of Belle and her family with him. It 
was great to look through these pictures to 
see the similarities. My mother tends to 
slightly resemble Belle, however, she seems 
to look more like her grandmother (Alice 
Betersly).� 
   �This sounds weird, or makes no sense, 
but to give you an idea of what it was 
like...it was probably similar to watching an 
Oprah Winfrey show on long lost relatives, 
but being fortunate enough to be part of the 
show, and ii turned out to have a happy 
ending.� 
   �We stayed together for almost 2 1/2 
hours, then it was time to leave. Everyone 
was in tears at this point. We promised to 
visit Vermont in the spring. Hopefully, my 
brother Joe will be able to go with us too.... 
My mom is 77 years old, and her brother is 
60. They never knew of each other�s 
existence. Now we talk weekly.� 
   �I want to thank you once again for 
making this all possible. I never would have 
been able to do this without you. Also, I 
want to wish you and your family a 
wonderful Thanksgiving. You certainly have 
given us much to be thankful for. Love, 
Margie� 
   On 23 Dec 1998, Margie wrote: 
   �I just wanted to drop you a quick note to 

thank you sincerely for everything you�ve 
done for my family over the last few months.

 continued 
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My Search For Me (continued) 
 
   It certainly is rather difficult to thank 
someone for giving them a family and a 
sense of self However, I�m sure that doing 
what you do daily, you can truly appreciate 
the feelings the entire DeSisto family are 
experiencing this year. We are certainly 
indebted to you.� 
   �Well, the next few days around here 
promise to be somewhat crazy. But, I 
certainly didn�t want to let Christmas pass 
without expressing my gratitude for all 
you�ve done and for your wonderful 
friendship. I look forward to having the 
chance to meet you during the upcoming 
year, as well as the honor of helping you 
solve your Thayer mystery.� 
   On 5 Jan 1999, Margie wrote: 
   �Thanks totally to you, my search for is 
done I honestly admire you and have to tell 
you that I cannot believe that you don�t 
charge (even at least a nominal fee) for the 
services you render.... However, I think 
your dedication to your heritage is so 
strong that you find your payment 
acceptable in ways other than of the 
monetary nature. You, my friend, are truly 
a unique individual...� 
   Margie reveals more of her dedicated 
nature in an E-mail message of 8 Dec 1998 
to TFA Family Representative, Sue 
Gardner: 

��Now you can understand my devotion 
to Tricia. She has given us a family tree. 
You can�t imagine how much I would like 
to be able to do the same for her. My roots 
came easily to me because of her. So, I will 
take any amount of time that is necessary 
to help her find her elusive relatives.... 
Margie� 
   Margie and Joe�s compassion towards 
my 25-year pursuit in finding the parents of 
my elusive Massachusetts Thayer ancestor, 
Joseph Frank Thayer, became evident 
when she sent me the following: 
   �I read on one of the Thayer web sites 
that you�ve been trying to connect your 
great grandfather with his parents... I have 
to marvel over the fact that you have the 
genealogical data of over 50,000 Thayers 
in a database. I�m sure Joseph Frank 
Thayer would be honored to know you�ve 
spent this much time on his behalf.. Tricia, 
Joe and I can �t thank you enough for 
helping us give Mom a family. We are 
eternally indebted to you. I guess the stick-
to-it-tiveness runs in the Thayer 
family...Joe, fortunately, has it too! We are 

dedicated to helping you find out as much 
about J. F. Thayer as we possibly can... If 
there�s any legwork you need done in the 
Boston area, please feel free to let me 
know. I�d be more than happy to help you 
out. It�s the least I could do for you 
�you�ve got me hooked now!! Margie.� 
   What a wonderful thing it is to develop 
close family ties. In keeping with her 
determination to help me, Margie has 
sought the records of my ancestor in three 
states. She has been to libraries and offices 
and made long distance calls, all in my 
behalf. Her efforts to help me are 
appreciated as much as my efforts were to 
help her. I, like Margie, have ridden the 
emotional roller coaster that goes along with 
the hoped for leads and disappointing dead 
ends. Unfortunately, there are still many 
others out there like myself who are also 
dreaming of the day they will be able to 
make their Thayer connection dreams come 
true. 
 

QUERY 
 
   Seeking a link to the family from a John 
Thare (thayer and variants) who was 
evidently a properties person (may have 
been an apprentice) in the Earl of 
Worchester� Company (Philip Henslowe, 
manager) at the Rose Theatre in London. 
The following are from Henslowe�s 
Diary, ed Greg, pp 179-190. 
 
p 179. �Lent unto my Lorde of worsters 
players as foloweth begynynge the 17 day of 
Aguste 1602...� 
 
�Lent unto John ducke + John thayer the 21 
of Aguste 1602 to bye a sewt for owld 
castell Ithis would have been a character in a 
play or the local shorthand title of a playl + 
sewt + dublet of satten for some of xii�, 
 
p 181. �Lente unto John thare the 7 of 
septmb, 1602 to geve unto Thomas dickers 
IDecker?1 for his adicions in owld castell 
the some of xs� 
 
�Lente unto John tahare the 8 of septmb, 
1602 to geve unto harey chettell the some of 
xs� 
 
�Lente unto John tare the 10 of septmb, 
1602 to paye unto the merser in pt for sylke 
for Robes the some of lvjs iiid� 
 
p 182. �Lente unto John thare the 30 of 
septmb, 1602 to pay unto the armerer for 
targattes in full payment the some of xxs 

p 183. �Lente unto John thare the 15 of 
octob, 1602 to geue unto harey chettel 
Tomas deckers thomas hewode + mr smythe 
+ mr webster tall Elizabethan playwrightsl 
in earneste of a playe called Ladey Jane the 
some of is 
p 184. �Lente unto John thare the 23 of 
octob, 1602 to paye unto the paynter of the 
properties for the playe of the iij brothers 
the some of xxs 
 
p 186. �Lente unto John thare the 1 of 
Janewary 1602 to geue unto Mrs calle for ij 
curenete for hed tyers for the corte the some 
of xs. 
 
   Obviously Henslowe�s spelling was 
pretty original. 
 
   There are also references to a William 
Tawyer who was an apprentice to John 
Heminges, one of the leading actors of the 
Lord Chamberlains Men, Shakespeare�s 
company. Tawyer is known from a stage 
direction in Mid Summer Nights Dream� 
- v.i. 128 �Tawyer with a Trumpet before 
them.� 
   He may have served as a musician in the 
company. Also listed in church registry of 
St. Saviour�s as buried in 1625 as 
�William Tawier, Mr. Heminges man.� 
 

David Thayer 
955 Mesquite Drive 

Coralville, IA 52242-3308 
email: dlthayer®blue.weeg.uiowa.edu 

 
Dear Ancestor 

 
Your tombstone stands among the rest 

Neglected and alone 
The name and date are chiseled out 

On polished marble stone 
It reaches out to all who care 

It is too late to mourn 
You did not know that I exist 

You died and I was born 
Yet each of us are cells of you 
In flesh and blood and bone 

Our blood contracts and beats a pulse 
Entirely not our own 

Dear Ancestor,, the place you filled One 
hundred years ago 

Spreads out among the ones you left 
Who would have loved you so 
I wonder if you lived and loved 

I wonder if you knew 
That someday I would find this spot 

And come to visit you. 
Author unknown 
Poem submitted by Betty Harmon Rue 
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TFA ANNUAL MEETING 
 
   The 1999 TFA Annual Meeting will be 
held June 19 in the library of the Thayer 
Academy in Braintree, MA. 
   TFA President Al Morton reports that the 
bulk of the work this year will be finalizing 
revision to TFA bylaws. 
   Since TFA is planning a major reunion 
and celebration at West Point in the year 
2000, the Thayeritage is being left out this 
year. Thayeritage is our word for Thayer 
Heritage. We have a collection of genealogy 
and memorabilia that has been displayed at 
past meetings. Each year someone shows up 
with something new and exciting. I cannot 
imagine an annual meeting without some 
sharing of this nature, it will just be informal 
this year and left entirely up to the 
individual to bring something to share. 
   Past years the key officers of TFA have 
spent several days in Braintree with many 
�pre-meetings� in the days leading up to the 
formal business meeting. This may occur 
again this year. Final schedules will be 
posted in the Spring issue of the TQ. All 
members have been welcome to drop in on 
these meetings and provide their valuable 
input. Spouses and children who may be 
less interested in TFA have taken off to see 
the sights of near-by Boston, or gone 
shopping! Many informal meals were used 
to meet new cousins and renew old 
acquaintances. 
   Following this year�s meeting a dinner 
with be held at Isaac�s on the bay, a 
beautiful setting. 
   The menu choices for the dinner is as 
follows: 
1. Seafood Medley - combination of scrod, 
shrimp, and scallops, broiled and then 
topped with seafood stuffing; rolls, potato, 
vegetable, salad, dessert, as well as cheese 
and crackers. 
2. Prime Rib - A king�s cut of the finest beef 
which also includes rolls, potato, vegetable, 
salad, dessert as well as cheese and crackers. 
    
   The price of the dinner is $21. A no-host 
bar is available. 
   Please help us plan ahead by telling us if 
you can come. 
   Please make dinner reservations through 
TFA Treasurer: 
 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 

Hampton, VA 23669-1531 
757-851-5139 

email: jlythayer@aol.com 

Here and Thayer 
 
   Nancy Thayer Carmichael has once again 
qualified for the Boston Marathon and will 
be running there on April 19, 1999. I hope 
all my relatives there will come out and see 
(or run) a great race. If you�ve never 
watched a marathon, it�s great entertainment 
while picnicing. Many families in Boston 
have done it for generations. See ya� there. 

Jeffrey Thayer, Pittsburgh 
 

Samuel Milton Thayer 
Submitted By 

Madora Allin Boyd 
 
   Transcribed by Erva Hitchcox Barton 
from the History of Medina County and 
Ohio, 1881. Chicago: Baskin & Battey, 
Historical Publishers, p. 789. 
 
   �S. M. THAYER, farmer; P. O. Medina; 
was born in Lebanon Township, Madison 
Co., N.Y., Feb. 21, 1823. His father, Russell 
Thayer, was born in Berkshire Co., Mass.; 
was a son of Jonathan Thayer, one of the old 
Revolutionary heroes, who participated in 
the struggle for his country�s independence, 
and was Captain of a cavalry company, 
under Gen. Putnam, his period of service 
extending from Bunker Hill, the first 
decisive struggle, to the surrender of 
Cornwallis at Yorktown. Removing to York 
State, he lived successively in Delaware and 
Madison Cos., in the latter of which he died. 
Russell and an elder brother were engaged 
in the mercantile business in Lebanon, 
besides conducting an extensive ashery, and 
there Russell was married to Betsey Smith. 
In 1825, he engaged in farming, and, in 
1833, removed to Ohio and settled in 
Medina Co., where he passed the rest of his 
life. He bought a farm south of Medina, in 
Montville Township, the only improvement 
being a log cabin. He died Nov. 2,1877, at 
Medina, where he had retired some years 
previous. When 20 years old, the subject of 
this sketch commenced teaching school, 
which he followed, during the winter 
season, for ten years, farming during the 
summer. He has resided in this township 
since the settlement here by his father, 
except one year he farmed in Granger 
Township. He was married, March 22, 
1848, to Antoinette, daughter of Ransom 
and Elizabeth (Adams) Clark, her 
grandfather, John Clark, serving in the 
Revolutionary war. She was born Jan. 4, 
1826, in Medina Township. By this union 
three children have been born -Russell 

Clark, William C. and Mary Cornelia. The 
youngest died in infancy. The elder son 
graduated from the Charity Hospital College 
at Cleveland; in 1874, located in Knox Co., 
where he remained two years, when failing 
health induced him to return to his father�s 
farm. The younger son is a successful 
teacher, having taken a course at the Medina 
Normal School, and was married, Dec. 25, 
1878, to Lillian L., daughter of Dr. 
Albertson, of Granger Township. Mrs. 
Thayer is a member of the Episcopal 
Church, as is the elder son. Mr. Thayer is 
serving his second term as Justice of the 
Peace. He has been a member of the 
I.O.O.F. since its organization. He is a 
Democrat, and voted first for James K. Polk 
for President.� 
 
Samuel Milton Thayer�s lineage is as 
follows: Samuel8, Russell7, Jonathan6, 
Cornelius5, Jonathan4, Josiah3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1. 
 

Civil War Thayers 
Submitted By 

Madora Allin Boyd 
 
   A few more items about THAYERs who 
participated in the Civil War. These are 
taken from The Ohio Gen Soc�s �Ohio Civil 
War Genealogy Journal� I will give the 
sources, but paraphrase the info. 
 
   Summer 1997 Vol 1 Number 2 page 85. 
This is a list of names of Officers and 
Surgeons Living Outside Ohio, 1882, from 
Records of the Adjutant General, GRVF 
12/11, series 2999, Ohio Hist. Soc., 
Columbus, Ohio: 
   S. A. THAYER, who had been a 
Lieutenant in the 17th Ohio Volunteer 
Infantry, was living in Bloomington, Illinois 
in 1882. 
 
   Summer 1998 Vol II Number 2 page 64. 
Amos THAYER, who was a Private, Co I, 
123rd Illinois had been an Ohio citizen. He 
was buried in an unmarked grave in the Spring 
Grove Cemetery, Hamilton County, Ohio, per 
the annul report of the Adjutant-General to the 
Gov. Of Ohio in 1876. 
 
 Fall 1998 Vol II Number 3 page 139 The 
Roster of Mart ARMSTRONG Post ~202l 
G.A.R., Lima, Ohio, 1908 was contributed 
by Phyllis Mast Leech of Lima OH. 
   Isaac E. THAYER was present at this 
1908 meeting. He served in Co. E, 151st 
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. 
END. 




