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1999 ANNUAL TFA MEETING
By
Albert Thayer Morton, President

We’re well into spring now, and there are
several things on tap that you’ll be interested
in.

Arrangements have been made for the
Thayer Families Association General Meeting,
which will be held at the Thayer
Academy Southworth Library, in Braintree, on
Saturday, June 19, 1999, at 1:00PM.

This will be a business meeting, which--
among other things-- will include the election
of officers, and board members. Additionally,
there will be a new set of bylaws presented to
the membership for a vote. If you are planning
to attend this business meeting, please let our
treasurer, Judy Thayer, know so that
appropriate arrangements can be made. Dinner
afterward will be at Isaac’s Restaurant in
Plymouth, MA. There are a limited number of
tables available. Be sure to inform Judy if you
plan to attend the dinner also.

During the week preceding the general
meeting on Saturday, there will be several
other smaller meetings where officers and
board members will address organizational
and administrative concerns.

We have a tentatively scheduled
appointment on Tuesday to meet with Brian
Kolner, the Executive Director of the Braintree
Historical Society. The Thayer Families
Association is in the process of establishing a
fund with the Braintree Historical Society to
accommodate future publication of Thayer
genealogies. Be aware that scheduling
concerns may cause this appointment to be
moved.

There also is a meeting scheduled with
Edward Duval on Tuesday. Duval is the
attorney working with the Thayer Families
Association on tax and incorporation options.
Currently the Thayer Families Association is

incorporated in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts as a non-profit corporation.
There are several issues being investigated:
among those being the necessity of being
incorporated at all, and if necessary, the most
advantageous state in which to be
incorporated.

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (June 16,
17, and 18) have been set aside for meetings of
the various committees of the Thayer Families
Association. We’ll be bringing together the
final details of forming new committees, as
well as the finalizing the details of the new
bylaws.

On Friday evening there will be a meeting of
the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families
Association, to vote on all of the business that has
transpired during the week. At that time the board
will decide on the final wording of the issues to
bring to the membership for a vote at the general
Meeting on Saturday. You can imagine the copy
machines running to get the material ready to
present on Saturday.

Bylaws Revisions

I’d like to make a few remarks about the new
bylaws that will be presented to the membership
for a vote at the upcoming meeting.

There have been no radical changes made in the
new proposed bylaws. The new proposed bylaws
will contain wording, and structure, to make the
bylaws consistent with Robert’s Rules of Order.

For example, in the rewording of the bylaws the
Board of Directors would no longer be called the
“Board of Directors.” It would be known as the
“Executive Board.” The “Executive Board”
would still be made up of the same number of
persons, those being the four officers, (Pres, Vice
Pres, Sect, and Treasurer) and the five directors.

Additionally, the new proposed bylaws would
spell out that the officers come up for election
each year, and would also specify how many
directors (two-year terms) come up for re-
election in any one year. That’s the way the
Thayer Families Association has been doing it,
but this policy has not been formally recorded in
our bylaws.

In addition to the bylaws, a new manual of
policies and procedures is being developed.
This manual of policies and procedures will

comply with the new bylaws, and a copy will
be available to any member who requests one.
It’s not significantly different from the manual
presently in use, but the wording might be
changed to allow for better clarification of the
subject matter, and readability.

For comparison, a copy of the existing
bylaws will be given to each member
attending, prior to the meeting, as well as a
copy of the new proposed bylaws.

This should provide TFA members hours of
reading pleasure, and amply prove why board
members and officers get paid the big bucks.

Braintree Historical Society
“Restricted Fund”

A few words are in order regarding the
establishment of the aforementioned restricted
fund with the Braintree Historical Society.
Please keep in mind that the term
“RESTRICTED FUND” must be used in
order to comply with Internal Revenue Service
laws, as well as Braintree Historical Society’s
and Thayer Families Association’s ability to
comply with those laws.

The proposed fund with the Braintree
Historical Society would exist in order that
BHS could publish thoroughly researched,
scholarly works about the genealogy of the
Thayer Family in America. Many of you have
published a variety of genealogy works, and
realize the often-prohibitive cost. The TFA
Fund would exist as a financial resource for
BHS in publishing efforts that directly relate to
the Thayer Family in America. Those wishing
to have their research published could submit
their documents to the Braintree Historical
Society for consideration. If accepted, the
resulting manuscript would be published
entirely by Braintree Historical Society. BHS
maintains the highest standards in regard to
genealogy; and more pointedly, this
arrangement allows an impartial evaluation
which protects the TFA’s ability to be an
organization of fellowship, support, and
interest in our shared ancestry. continued



All contributions to the Thayer Families
Association Fund established with Braintree
Historical ~Society would be fully
deductible, as a “charitable contribution”,
when you file your federal income tax
return.

YEAR 2000 FAMILY REUNION

This brings me to an issue you’ll enjoy
reading about: The Thayer Families
Reunion to be held at West Point, NY, in
2,000. Tentative arrangements have been
made with Hotel Thayer, located on the
grounds of the US Military Academy, to
host the reunion. Currently, Hotel Thayer is
closed for renovations, but they plan on re-
opening in May of 1999. The staff told me
that renovations would not be entirely
complete by June of 2000, but assured me
that what remained to be done would not
interfere at all with TFA plans. Also, we are
planning the reunion for June 16-17 of
2000, which is an “off” weekend for the
Academy.

Plans are to have a big meeting room at
Hotel Thayer on Friday, June 16, 2000
where everyone can get together to share
Family material, and socialize. That’s the
event Judy Thayer first dubbed
“Thayeritage”, as it has popularly become
known. I’d also like to see a dinner planned
for Friday evening.

On Saturday, June 17, 2000 we are
planning on beginning the day with a
continuation of the Thayeritage in that same
big room, then breaking for lunch, and then
conducting the Thayer Families
Association’s Annual Meeting about 1:00.
After the meeting on Saturday, the
Thayeritage would continue, followed by a
dinner, with a featured speaker, during the
evening.

I have been in contact with several people
directly and indirectly connected with the
US Military Academy at West Point.
Arrangements are now being made for a
speaker at the dinner Saturday evening at
that reunion.

For anyone seriously interested in
attending the Thayer Family Reunion in
June of 2000, at the US Military Academy, I
would suggest that you let our Treasurer,
Judy Thayer know. There is a mailing list
being prepared to inform interested
members of the exact date; after which
reservations can be made at Hotel Thayer,
when it re-opens in May of 1999.

More details will be available in the next
Quarterly. I do want to remind everyone that
Hotel Thayer requires reservations, or make
reservations at any of the several nearby
motels.

I urge you to remember the dates of the
reunion, and make your arrangements as
soon as you can. With an event as notable as
this, you can’t contact your travel agent too
early.

NOMINATIONS
By
Jerry Thayer
Nominating Committee Moderator

The Thayer Families Association
Nominating Committee has finished their
annual deliberations and have announced
their candidates for election during the
annual meeting in Braintree on the 19th of
June 1999. The Thayer Families
Association Bylaws specify four Officers
to be elected each year and no more than
five additional Directors. Directors are
elected for two-year terms. Two new
Directors will be elected this year and
three elected last year have a year
remaining on their term. The candidates
are:

For Officer:

Albert Thayer Morton for TFA President
Ralph Clinton Thayer for TFA Vice President
Charles Russel Thayer for TFA Secretary
Judith L. Young-Thayer for TFA Treasurer
For Board Member:

William Russell Thayer for TFA Board (2years)
David Manville Thayer for TFA board (2years)

The following previously were elected
to two year terms and are board members
until the year 2000 Meeting:

Rodney Lee Thayer
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd
Curtis Ross Thayer

Nominations will be accepted from the
floor during the Annual TFA business
meeting.

If you would like to volunteer for any
TFA office or to volunteer for other TFA
work, please write us!
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Editor Seeks Retirement
By
Richard Allen Thayer, Editor

Well gang, it has been five terrific years
since I accepted the challenge of Editor of The
Thayer Quarterly. 1t is time for a change, for
my sake, and for the sake of TFA. When
writing TFA President Al Morton I
specifically used the term retiring rather than
resigning, [ felt that resigning was too
negative, and I am still willing to help out in a
big way.

As TFA seeks a volunteer to take over for
me I want to assure my replacement that [ am
here to help. I have volunteered to continue to
print, fold, and mail the newsletter for the
remainder of this year’s bulk mail permit
which expires next April. What 1 will need
from YOU, the next Editor, is what the trade
calls a camera-ready copy of each issue of the
newsletter. This copy should be on 8 1/2 by 11
inch paper and include all text and
photographs.

What will you need to be a successful
Editor? 1 have found my computer to be
absolutely invaluable. I feel the next Editor
should have his or her own computer and e-
mail account. The Editor should be familiar
with word processing programs and
importing graphics and pictures. I have used
Microsoft Word for all my issues of the
newsletter. There are many computer
programs available that will do the job.

Who are you responsible to as Editor?
Well, no one, and everyone. I have been
given total control of what was published in
the past. I hope I have not abused that trust.
You will be responsible to your fellow
members of TFA to report association news
and select the best articles related to
genealogy and our association.

If you are willing, with my continuing
help, to take on this rewarding job-please
write us as soon as possible. If you have
questions about the job you can write or call
me directly and I will do my best to answer
your questions.

Oh, and why am I giving up such a great
job? Well the reasons are several. I have had
five years of control and I feel it is time for
some new editorial input. I am also very
busy at work, six days a week. For a selfish
reason I could tell you all my “hobby” time
has been devoted to this newsletter and I
have had no time for my own genealogical

research. Write me!
Richard A. Thayer
2885 John Carlson Rd.
Bremerton, WA 98311-4003
360-692-4306
email: rickthayer@aol.com



Historian’s Report (Spring 1999)
by
Don Muno

“Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye, the Nathaniel
Volume is nearing completion!” Did you
hear the town crier? The long tedious hours
upon hours of data verification Patricia has
been doing on her Nathaniel notes and text
is coming to a close. Along the way, as a
dutiful husband, I have had to pull her off of
the project from time to time as her blurred
eye sight and headaches were giving her a
wake up call that she is really mortal and
subject to physical limitations, like the rest
of us. Last week I took her in to an eye
doctor who changed her eyeglass
prescriptions for new glasses. It seemed to
have done the trick and she’s back on to the
last stages of graphic and photographic
placement.

One of the interesting touches she has
included in the previous volume of the
Thayer English ancestors in Thornbury
England was her tastefully placed “related”
graphics which added visual breaks and
interest to otherwise information-rich, but
visually baron pages of copy. The few
graphic examples to visually portray
historical points of interest where pictures
were not available have taken many hours
of research and expense. Twenty or thirty
CD discs of some of the finest graphic
programs on the market were purchased
over the past year in preparation for this
final stage.

In addition, technology continues to advance
and change and with it Patricia must also take
time to change and adapt. New program
upgrades have been purchased, and before
long a new printer will need to replace her
tired Epson. Significant printer changes have
been made over the past few months now
providing higher resolution and improved
photo handling. I have also been researching
19-inch monitors to enlarge visual copy size
for Patricia’s present and future editing needs.
With the thousands of pages yet to peruse, eye
fatigue-- especially when you have only one
eye as Patricia has, must receive serious
attention soon.

It was not uncommon in years past,
especially before Gutenburg and his
marvelous press, that monks painfully
transcribing text would go blind before they
completed their life long task. In original
manuscripts a significant change of the
scribes hand first identified in the formation
of letters and text often alerted the reader
that the scribe had passed the pen on to a

colleague to finish what he no longer could
see to do. I hope you are still with me and
that I have not lost your attention, but I feel I
must bring you closer to the process and
dedication of Patricia and the personal price
she is paying to bring to pass this
monumental Thayer work. Unlike the monk
who simply transcribed letter upon letter
from another text, when Patricia gets weary
and wishes at times to pass the burden on, I
remind her that her knowledge and nearly
photographic memory cannot be passed
along. If she were to stop, her work would
stop with her. Don’t worry, we form a
formidable team. I serve as her cheering
section, computer expert or facilitator and
maintain operations as best I can.

Mother’s day is approaching and while
Patricia would like to remain home (she shows
signs of homophobia much like Emily
Dickenson), I will pull her away for a brief trip
to Victoria Canada. You can be sure she will
take her work with her. Upon returning to
Portland we will have windows within the
pages set for the photos and captions to be
placed and then take her book to Gordon
David Thayer, in Salem, Oregon, for his
expertise in copy- reading and final formatting
adjustments. As this is David’s profession, you
can be sure his added attention will further
polish the final work.

Two remaining questions, which you may be
wanting to ask: When will this Nathaniel
Volume be available and how much will it
cost? To answer the first part: Patricia plans to
have it available before Christmas. (It is likely
to be ready much sooner.) And to answer the
second part of this question: The book’s
pricing has yet to be determined, but it will
need to reflect the book’s size which will be
nearly twice the number of pages as the first
Thornbury publication, making it somewhere
around 300 pages after adding a complete
index and introduction. I am estimating within
the 100-dollar range. One must always
remember that the Thayer Comprehensive is a
limited edition and that thousands of dollars of
research to be found nowhere else is included.
As you may imagine, for those wishing to
collect the entire Thayer set, additional
considerations will need to be determined.

On the artistic side of publishing news,
our son Brent, an honors art graduate
from Weber State University, has shown
an interest to work with us on a unique
cover design to be carried throughout the
next volumes of the Comprehensive. His
graphic design capabilities are extensive,
but I’ll leave this topic for a future report
in the next Thayer Quarterly Newsletter.

Ephraim Thaver Identified
By
Patricia Thayer Muno

Ephraim Thayer’, born 14 Oct 1749 in
Braintree, the son of James® (Ephraim3,
Shadrach’, Thomas') THAYER and
Deborah ARNOLD has been identified by
alert TFA member, Daniel Upton, as the
owner of the shop in South Boston where
the gun carriages for the USS Constitution
(“Old TIronsides”) were made! Ephraim
married 10 Jun 1780 in Boston to Rebecca
POTTER. He died 25 Mar 1836 in that
city and was buried in the Kings Chapel
Burial Ground, Boston, MA. Ephraim was
an Engine builder and a Representative
from Boston for 8 to 10 years. Ephraim
had no living male Thayer name carriers,
his two sons, both named Ephraim) died
young and only one of his seven children
lived to marriageable age; and that was
Lucretia Thayer, who married 1813 in
Boston to Stephen W. Jackson.

Dan found this interesting information
on the Internet site “Making of America”
as listed in a book entitled “Historic Sites
and Famous People of Boston” printed in
the mid 1800’s. The site can be visited at
the following address:

http://moa.umdl.umich.edu/moa

Dan states the following about this great
site: “It’s sponsored by the University of
Michigan and is a collection of books and
journals from about 1800 to 1925 that
have been digitized and are searchable on-
line. If you have the Adobe Acrobat
reader they can be printed from the site.
There are more than 649 K pages from
over 4000 books/journals. I did a search
using “thayer*” and came up with 205
documents. They all take a lot of reading,
but are very interesting.” Our thanks to
Dan for finding and sharing information
about this great new site.

Editors note. Ephraim Thayer appeared in a
query over three years ago in the Fall 1995
issue of this newsletter. Susan and Jay Kuten
were looking for a living descendant of
Ephraim. They had a portrait of Ephraim that
they wanted to stay in the family. A picture of
that portrait appeared in that issue. Also,
Ephraim has appeared in our lists of
Revolutionary War Veterans.

It may take some time, but thousands of
people will read our humble attempts at a
newsletter, and some will respond with
astounding results. Ed.



The Value of Wills to Family Research
By
Jerry Thayer

Isaac Thayer’, the son of Ferdinando’
Thayer and grandson of Thomas' Thayer
the immigrant, provided a challenge to
completely define. One of the first hurdles
was to determine who his wives were.
Bezaleel Thayer’s 1874 genealogy gave two
wives, Mercy Ward and Mary (surname
unknown). The vital records of Mendon
verified that Isaac did indeed have wives
named Mercy and Mary but there was not a
record of either marriage to verify or
determine a surname. A will was
instrumental in correcting Bezaleel Thayer’s
contention of Mercy Ward. The Will of
John Rockwood of Mendon was dated 8 Jun
1724. One of the beneficiaries in that will
was: “Son in law Isaac Thayer 1 shilling
because of legacy I gave to his children.”
The final verification that this Isaac was
indeed the right one was that in the same
will John  Rockwood named his
granddaughter Mercy Thompson, wife of
David Thompson. This is undoubtedly the
daughter of Isaac & Mercy (Rockwood)
Thayer and corrects a long-standing
mistaken identity. No positive identity has
ever been made of Isaac’s second wife.
More recent investigation of the
Massachusetts records have come up with a
third wife, Hannah Peck, whom he married
at 54 years old in Rehoboth, MA.

The number of children also has been a
problem solved by a will. In the Bezaleel
Thayer work he listed 11 children with the
two wives. Ten of these can be easily
verified by the vital records of Mendon
Massachusetts. The will of Isaac Thayer
was signed the 3rd of October 1754. It was
probated 5 Jul 1755. This gave a bracket for
a death date, which was never recorded. It
was further refined by the inventory of
Isaac’s estate, which was made 5 Jan 1755.
Thus we know for sure that Isaac Thayer
died between 3 Oct 1754 and 5 Jan 1755.
Data from the “Sprague files” lists a death
date of Dec 1754, which is reasonable. The
will however named 13 children in all with
only one being deceased. Additionally, it
named a number of grandchildren and
because it is interesting I thought it should
be given in its entirety. I left the spelling as
is but added a bit of punctuation to make it
easier to read. It is a great example of a
will and particularly valuable in defining
this family.

THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
OF ISAAC THAYER

In the name of God, amen, this third day of
October 1754, 1, Isaac Thayer of Mendon,
county of Worcester, in his Majesties Province
of Mass. Bay in New England, husbandman
being aged and weak in body but of perfect
and sound mind, judmement and memory,
thanks to God, therefore calling to mind the
mortality of my body and knowing that it is
appointed for all men to die, do make and
ordain this my last will and testament, that Is
to say principally and first of all T give and
recommend my soul unto ye hands of God that
gaveth my body, I recommend to the earth to
be buried in a decent Christian manner at the
discretion of my executers hereafter
mentioned, nothing doubting but at the general
resurrection I shall receive the same again by
the mighty power of God and as touching such
worldly states where with it hath pleased God
to bless me in this life after my past debts and
funeral charges are paid and satisfied I give
demise and dispose same in the following
manner and form.

First of all I give and bequeath unto my
beloved son, Moses Thayer of Mendon and to
his heirs and assigns forever after my demise
all my homestead land as it tieth together
consisting of a lot 80 acres with all the
buildings thereon erected except an allowance
through the same for a third road excepting
also a strip of land on north side of said farm
which hereafter mention together with about 7
1/2 acres of land situated lying and being in
Bellingham the bounds thereof may more fully
appear in reference to the records being
provided the above Moses Thayer, his heirs or
assignees shall and do willfully pay or cause to
be paid the ? which I shall hereafter mention
and order him the said Moses Thayer to pay
together with what I have already given him.

To my beloved son, Isaac Thayer, of
Bellingham I give after my decease and to
his heirs and assignees forever 40 shillings,
lawful money, to be paid by my son Moses
Thayer three years after my decease besides
what I have herefore given him.

To my beloved son, Ebenezer Thayer of
Mendon and his heirs and assignees forever 1
give after my demise 13 pounds, 6 shillings
and 8 pence lawful money to be paid by my
aforesaid son, Moses Thayer, in the space of
two years after my decease besides what |
have already given him.

Item to my beloved son John Thayer, of
Mendon and to his heirs and assigns forever
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after my decease 6 pounds, 13 shillings, and
4 pence lawfull money together with what I
have already given him to be paid by my
beloved son, Moses Thayer, in the space of
three years afer my demise.

Item to my beloved son Nathaniel
Thayer of Mendon and to his heirs and
assigns foreveer I give after my demise all
that piece of swamp I heretofor purchased
from heirs of Josiah Thayer of Mendon
adjoining to the said Nathaniel Thayers
homestead together with about 8 acres of
upland lying and being in Bellingham on
the southeasterly side of a called
Saddleback Hill and as the record of said
congregation may fully appear together
with what I have already given him.

Item to my son, Samuel Thayer, of
Mendon and to his heirs and assigns 1
give after my demise together with what I
have already given him a small piece of
land on the northside of my homestead
building westerly of Aaron Thayers land 6
rds and southerly on my homestead lands
aforementioned and easterly 6 rds on a 3
rd road and northerly on said Samuel
Thayer’s other lands with a straight line
from corner to corner upon the south side
of said strip or piece of land.

Item to my beloved son, Joseph Thayer, of
Douglas and to his heirs and assigns forever
I give after my decease 6 pounds, 13
shillings and 4 pence lawful money to be
paid by my beloved son Moses Thayer, in a
space of two years after my decease together
with what I have already given him.

Then to my beloved son, Ichabod Thayer,
of Mendon and his heirs and assigns forever
I give after my decease 13 pounds, 6
shillings and 4 pence lawful money to be
paid by my son, Moses Thayer, in the space
of 1 year after my decease together with
what I have already given him.

Item to my beloved daughter, Comfort
Keith, the wife of James Keith of Uxbridge
and to her heirs and assigns forever I give
after my decease 4 pounds lawful money to
be paid by my son, Moses, in a space of
three years after my decease with what I
have already given her.

Then to my beloved daughter, Mary
Keith, wife of Gershom Keith of
Uxbridge and to my beloved daughter,

continued



Jerusha Carrary, the wife of Bing
Carrary of Uxbridge and to my beloved
daughter Patience Chiles, wife of
Benjamin Chiles of Woodstock and to
their heirs and assigns forever I give after
my decease with I have already given
them, all my indoor valuables or
household goods to be equally divided
between them the said Mary Keith,
Jerusha Carrary and Patience Chiles also I
give to my daughter Jerusha Carrary and
her heirs and assigns 1 cow out of my
outdoor moveables after my decease.

Item to my beloved Isaac Thayer’s
children and to their heirs and assigns given
after my decease the full and just sum of 8
pounds 13 shillings 4 pence divided
between them and to be paid unto them
respectively by my son Thomas afordsaid
within 6 months after my decease or
otherwise as they shall come of lawful age.

Item to beloved grandson, Jesse Thayer
son of John and his heirs and assigneed I
give after my decease the full and just
sum of 6 pounds, 13 shillings and 4 pence
lawful money to be paid unto him by my
son Moses Thayer aforesaid within a
space of 6 months after my decease.

Item to the four children of my daughter,
Marcy Thompson, deceased former wife of
David Thompson and Mary Scott the wife
of Samuel Scott, Abigail Wright the wife
of Samuel Wright and Poses Darling wife
of Enoch and to their heirs and assignees I
give after my decease 10 shillings apiece to
each in lawful money to paid by my son
Moses Thayer, aforesaid in space of 1 year
after my decease. Also, I give after my
decease unto the children of my
granddaughter, Marcy Thompson the wife
of Esra Thompson deceased and the
children of my granddaughter Rachael
Thompson the wife of Ichabod Thompson
deceased and the child of my
granddaughter, Eunice Brown the wife of
Joseph Brown deceased to their heirs and
assignees 6 shillings lawful money unto
each of them respectively, as they come of
lawful age and to be paid by my son Moses
after my demise.

Item to my beloved sons, Nathaniel
Thayer, Moses Thayer, and Samuel Thayer
I give after my decease all common rights
in township of Mendon to be equally
divided between them.

Also my will is that all and singular the
remaining part of my estate of what sort of
denomination which I have not already
given away or disposed of I give to 6 sons
and 4 daughters hereafter mentioned; viz
- Isaac Thayer, Ebenezer Thayer, John
Thayer, Nathaniel P. Thayer, Joseph
Thayer, and Ichabod Thayer, Comfort
Keith, Mary Keith, Jerusha Carrary and
Patience Chiles and to their heirs and
assignees forever an equal proportions
between them.

Furthermore, 1 do hereby will and order
that my son Moses Thayer, aforesaid do pay
unto my 7 sons Isaac, Ebenezer, John,
Nathaniel, Samuel, Joseph and Ichabod and
also my 4 daughters, Comfort, Mary,
Jerusha and Patience the full and just sum of
15 pounds lawful money to their heirs and
assignees in the space of three years after
my decease in equal property between them
both sons and daughters. Finally I do make
and order my beloved Samuyel Thayer, and
Uriah Thayer to be the Executors for my last
will and testament.

Signed
ISAAC THAYER (His Mark)

Signed sealed and delivered:

Benjamin Wheelock
Hezekiah Hayward
Samuel Rawson

Thanks Jerry for another good story and
another insight in to how our ancestors
lived.

Readers: Do you have an interesting will
or other document you would like to share
with your Thayer cousins? Please submit
your stories for publication to the Editor at
the address listed on the last page.

Membership Report
By
R. Clinton Thayer Jr.,
Membership Chairman

Thayer Families Association currently
has 514 members who have paid their
dues for 1999. Sadly, we have had to drop
those members who have not paid their
dues from our mailing list.

Following is a list of new members who
have joined since the last issue of this
newsletter.

Atkinson, Betty Frances, Rockland, MA
Evans, Martha Thayer, Waldo, OH

Grahek, Iva Rochelle Thayer, Bowie, MD
Hurst, Jean Antoinette DeBuchananne,
Greensburg, PA

Johnson, Ross Dixon, Hansville, WA
Laffoon, Nancy J. Thayer, Forestdale, MA
Loevner, Catherine Parks, Princeton, NJ
Pfeiler, Thomas Sanford, Crystal Lake, IL
Price, Diane Thayer, Canal Winchester, OH
Ricbenberg, Priscilla Ruth Thayer, Stuart,
FL

Rusch, Lois Clemons, New Milford, NJ
Small, Normanne, Thorton, WA

Smith, Dwight J., Milford, MA

Thayer, Dana Charles, Monroe, VA
Thayer, James E., Grand Junction, CO
Thayer, John Howard, Central Square, NY
Thayer, Kathryn, Mill Creek, WA

Upton, Sr., Daniel William, Poughkeepsie,
NY

Whitney, 111, Wheelock, New York, NY

If you have any change of address, even
seasonal, please write me. This newsletter
is mailed as bulk mail and as such will not
be forwarded by the post office.

R.Clinton Thayer, Jr.
10 Quinley Way
Waterford, CT 06385-4128
860-443-1178
email-ClintThayer@aol.com

Oldest Living Thayer?

Hello, this is Richard Thayer from
Amarillo, TX (at least for the rest of this
week). We are moving to Edinburg Texas
where 1 will be Rector of an Episcopal
Church and School. I am writing about
my aunt in Maryland. Jewett Thayer
Wilson will be 100 years old on June 8.
Is there an official “Thayer Greeting” for
this occasion? Her address (she lives with
her daughter) is:

Jewett Thayer Wilson
27031 Pemberton Dr.
Salisbury, MD 21801.

She is nearly completely blind and hears
very little, but her daughter could read to
her. We would appreciate whatever
greeting you might send. She has been the
one over the years who has researched and
documented our family tree for us, and she
is so proud of her Thayer family. I wonder
if she might be the oldest living Thayer?
That is how I will be addressing her in my
birthday greeting to her in June. Thanks.

G.Richard Thayer, 111

Ok gang, I don’t ask this often, let’s see how

many birthday greetings we can send to
Jewett!  Ed.



Wrong Way Warren
By
Warren Gardner Thayer

From Patricia’s mailbag:
Received from Rye, NY, Dated Feb. 10, 1999

Hi cousin Tricia,

Well, just call me “Wrong Way Warren”
Thayer. This is a tad embarrassing, but ’'m
brand new to all this, and besides, you’re
family, so I can tell you.

Okay, so I’m off to London on a business
trip, with one extra day to myself. That
much, I think you recall. Anyway, it gets
crazy at the office, and I wind up packing at
10 pm the night before I have to get up at 5
to catch my plane. In the barely controlled
chaos, I forget to pack your trusty family
history book [The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer
Families of Gloucestershire, England 1500-
1660]. Bad mistake, but more about that
later.

My first night in London is uneventful,
although I don’t get much sleep. In the next
morning’s mist, jet-lagged but eager, I
remember precisely two things: Gloucester
and St. Mary’s. The tube ride is only a few
minutes to Paddington Station, and I ask
about a ticket to Gloucester.

“This is really a pity, but there’s track
work being done right now. You’ll have to
get off at Reading, wait for a bus to
Swindon and then get back on the train to
Gloucester. It’ll take you about two and a
half hours.”

Jaw set in determination, I plunk down my
29 pounds (round trip) and head for
Platform #4. The train/bus/train ride is
grand. My co-passengers are marvelous, and
the passing scenery is a panoply of fields
with sheep and cows, spirited soccer games
(not counting the one playing loudly on the
bus radio) and old estates. The smell of
burning leaves occasionally fills the air---a
wonderful aroma 1 haven’t sniffed in
decades.

In Gloucester at last, the Tourist
Information Center is a 10-minute walk if
you know where you’re going, and a 20-
minute walk if you don’t. Upon finding the
little store-front across from a Marks &
Spencer, I inquire about St. Mary’s. Yes,
they know it well---built about 1500 on an
old foundation that pre-dates that time. In
fact, it’s diagonally across the street. And
although unfortunately it’s closed now,
would I like to borrow the key?

The offer to borrow the key to a 500- year-
old church stuns me, but I immediately

accept. When I step outside the info center
and see St. Mary’s, however, it doesn’t look
like the picture from the Thayer Family
Book. I find a pay phone and call my wife at
an hour that is still a little early back in New
York. She finds the book and says I'm
looking for St. Mary the Virgin. The church
I’'m looking at, however, is St. Mary de
Crypt. I turn back to ask the information
center folk if they can clear up the
confusion. They can’t--they say there were
once three St. Mary’s churches in
Gloucester. But we all agree that St. Mary
de Crypt is my best bet. Perhaps my wife
was still only half awake and got the name
wrong.

Without further hesitation, I take the key
across the street and, half in disbelief turn it
in the lock. I am suddenly alone in the
spectacularly beautiful medieval church
where | spend two of the most fascinating
hours of my life. It has a crypt area under
the entire floor. I read every stone, admire
the spectacular carvings and sculpture and
find not a single mention of the Thayer
name. But some of the stones are very worn,
the lighting is poor, and perhaps I'm just
missing it?? In one final bit of exploration, I
make my way up a spiral staircase that
leads... somewhere. I open the door at the
top of the stairs, and an electronic alarm
screams like a banshee. Initially scared out
of my wits and then merely mortified, I beat
a hasty retreat to the Tourist Information
Center to apologize profusely. “Oh, that’s
alright. Did you lock the main door behind
you when you left”?

“Yes.”

I buy a little booklet about the church, a
few Gloucester postcards, and head back to
the train station. The sun is shining again
and I don’t really care that I’ve apparently
gone to the wrong church, in the wrong
town. It’s been a truly delightful adventure.
Upon my return home, I open the Thayer
family book and discover I was off by about
24 miles.

Whatever. I’'m eagerly anticipating my
next trip to England, and my visit to the
Church of St. Mary the Virgin, in
Thornbury, Gloucester.

Best Regards, WWW
Wrong Way Warren

Warren Gardner'?, (Ernest Wilson'"™1°,
Walter Henry’, William Dexter®, Luther’,
Benjamin®>*, Richard’*") Thayer.
Submitted by Patricia Thayer Muno.

In Memoriam
Dear Thayer Family Members:

I regret to inform you that Robert
Nathaniel Thayer passed away on
Wednesday, May 5 at Mercy Hospital in
Chicago. He is the father of Marcia
Thayer McGhee of Jacksonville, Fl. and
Theresa Thayer Tait of Detroit, MI.
Thank you for your kind words previously
sent via e-mail and cards.

Theresa Thayer Tait and Marcia Thayer
McGhee and family

Readers—Robert Nathaniel Thayer was
born in 1907 and celebrated his 91
birthday last November. He was the
patriarch of a large African-American
branch of our Thayer family. I was so
pleased when Marcia Thayer McGhee
shared her family history with us in the
Winter 1996/9 7 issue of this newsletter.
Robert’s picture appears on page 2 of that
issue. 1 had the distinct pleasure of
meeting Robert, Marcia, and Teresa and
members of their family for the first time
at the 1997 Thayer Families Association
Reunion and Annual Meeting. The family
brought pictures of large family reunions
that they have been having for years. |
know Robert was loved and respected by
his large family. He will be missed. Ed.

Marie Ivis (Burns) Thayer, wife of the
late Howard Merton Thayer (12/11/1912-
11/8/1977), passed away in Scarborough,
Ontario, Canada on Feb. 14th. 1999.
Marie was born on Feb. 2nd. 1917 Marie
leaves one son, Ross Howard Thayer of
Scarborough; his wife Judy and their 3
children. She was the sister-in-law of
Doris  (Thayer) McKelvey, Bertha
(Thayer) Smithers and Alice (Thayer)
Whitcher.

Marie’s husband Howard was the 2™
son and 3™ child of Albert Ira Thayer, Jr.
and Ethel May (Hoyt) of Mansonville,
Quebec.

Howard®, Albert Ira Jr.”, Albert Ira®
James Liscomb’, Perley’, Mephibosheth?,
Jonathan?, Nathaniel'.

Submitted by:

Dave Thayer
Editor - Thayer Family Association of
Lower Canada-East & Vermont
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Front row, left to right: Baby: Belle Edith THAYER
(15 Dec 1896 - 11 May 1984) held on lap of Mother,
Alice Betsey BETTERLEY (Feb 1867 -), Hugh Olin
THAYER 15 Apr 1891 - 10 Jul 1970), Father:
Hervey Dwight THAYER (17 Jun 1857 - 7 Jun
1886), Ralph Ernest THAYER (20 Apr 1893 -),
Standing in back row, left to right: Guy Edmund
THAYER (31 Dec 1886 - Oct 1966), Irene May
THAYER (21 Dec 1889 - abt 1970/1980), Louis
Alvin THAYER (24 Jun 1888 - Dec 1976)

CORRECTIONS
By
Richard A. Thayer, Editor

The above photograph, taken around
1898-99, was sent to me by Patricia
Thayer Muno just in time for this issue of
the newsletter. This photograph should
have appeared in the Winter 1998/99
issue of The Thayer Quarterly with the
article entitled: “My Search for Me”, page
16. We apologize for the mix-up.

The photograph that mistakenly
appeared on page 16 of the Winter
1998/99 issue was actually a four-
generation portrait of new Thayer Family
Representative, Daniel Upton’s ancestors.
(See new representative next column).
Pictured are Dan’s grandmother as a
baby: Flora Melissa Quinn (19 May 1906-
25 Feb 1995); Flora’s mother (top) Ada
Louise (Roulo) Quinn (6 Feb 1883-20
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Nov 1961); Ada’s mother (left) Alma
Melissa (Thayer) Roulo (6 Nov 1858-30
May 1927); and Mary Louise (Platner)
Thayer (30 Jun 1840-1 June 1918). Ada
Louise was the wife of Nahum Pond
Thayer, Jr.

Hannah Webster Duston

The next correction I have concerns
Hannah Webster Duston and the article
“First US Monument to a Woman: A
Thayer Descendant” which appeared on
page 12 of the Fall 1998 issue of The
Thayer Quarterly.

I was asked to hold this article from
publication until the Thayer connection to
Hannah Webster Duston could be
finalized. Somehow 1 failed to do this. It
seems that Hannah Webster Duston was
not a Thayer descendant but may be a
Thayer ancestor. My apologies for this
mistake.

New Family Representative
One new Family Representative to

announce this month. Daniel Upton Sr.
will serve as the Representative for the
descendants of Nahum Pond THAYER
and Lovina SWICK of Detroit, Michigan.

Nahum was born 30 Jul 1800 in Niagara,
Ontario, Canada, the son of Jarvis® (Silas®,
John*, Isaac’, Ferdinando’, Thomasl)
THAYER and Susanna PARKER He was
closely identified with the early progress
of Detroit, Michigan. He followed the
trade of a Carpenter and went to
Greenfield, MI in about 1820/1827. He
built the first 3 miles of the Chicago
Turnpike, which is now Michigan Avenue
in Detroit. He held various local offices
and was a Justice of the Peace and
Colonel in the State Militia. He had
served as a Colonel in the Black Hawk
War. Nahum died on his farm in Detroit
in 1851. Nahum and Lovina were the
parents of 10 children. If you have photos
or information to share on the descendants
of Nahum Pond Thayer and Lovina
Swick, please contact Dan at the
following: Daniel Upton Sr.
72 College Avenue
Poughkeepsie, New York 12603
e-mail: Duptonsr@aol.com

Meeting Registration form for 1999
Meeting has been removed from this
electronic copy. END





