Publishing Fund, Y2K Reunion
Highlight 1999°s Annual Meeting
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This is a transcribed issue in
order to create a usable electronic
format. The sidebar header has
been retained; the articles below
are what appeared when this issue
was printed.

It was an interesting and fun week in
Braintree this June. I was pleasantly
surprised to see members from the
West Coast, East Coast, and seemingly

Point Reunion at Hotel Thayer (located
on the grounds of the United States
Military Academy at West Point)
please let us know as soon as possible.
Keep in mind that you don’t have to
stay at Hotel Thayer in order to
participate in the reunion or meals.
(cont. page 2)

all points betweens. Along with WWW Links For
protecting the “family reunion” Y2K/West Point
component of our Annual Meeting by Information

working in plenty of time to socialize,
your Board and Officers considered a
number of pressing issues.

Among them: Braintree Historical
Societies enthusiastic reception, and
successful negation, of the publishing

TFA Treasurer Judy Thayer
(JLYThayer@aol.com) has found
several
internet links
members can

issue. That’s very significant, in my visit for
opinion. (See article on page 2.) Also information
addressed was the matter of on West
incorporation. After evaluating the Point and the
options, it was voted to remain “TFA, Thayer Hotel.

9

Inc

The revised bylaws were voted on and
accepted, with particular emphasis on a
new Family Membership option.

The preliminary agenda and schedule
for the reunion in 2000 were agreed on,
with a green light to continue
developing the agenda. We really need
to know the numbers, so if you are
planning on attending the Y2K West

www.thayerhotel.com

www.usma.army.mil/guide
page/visiting.htm

www.west-point.org/family/
mem2002/wplinks.htm




Special to the
Torch Waving
Mob; or; Changes
at the TQ

This issue of the TQ
has been brought to
you with much
wailing and
gnashing of teeth in
the aftermath of the
retirement of the
TQ’s pioneer editor,
Rick (West) Thayer.
The daunting task of
stepping in for Rick
has fallen to
Elizabeth Parker
Vaulin, past TFA
Director.

Changing the look of
the TQ seemed a
logical way to avoid
Big-Shoe-itus.
Please send all
complaints,
submissions, and
comments for the
TQ to:

Elizabeth P. Vaulin
7578 Tara Blvd. S.
Spanish Fort, AL
36527

or e-mail:
lizmail@earthlink.net

Thanks.

(Annual meeting, cont.)

You can contact TFA’s Secretary,
Russ Thayer, with this information
via snail-mail:

Thayer Families Association

PO Box 12

Braintree, MA 02185-0012

or e-mail: crt42@prodigy.net

Looking forward to hearing from
you, and seeing you June of 2000.

Submitted by

Albert Thayer Morton
President, Thayer Families
Association

as did Patricia, our
historian/genealogist and her
husband/agent (Don Muno). I think
we’ve covered all the bases, and
Braintree Historical Society is
happy with, and their board has
approved, the arrangement.

The bottom line is the Braintree
Historical Society is ready, willing
and able to publish the
Comprehensive, using money from
the fund established by the Thayer
Families Association. Now it’s a
matter of time and money.

“The Braintree Historical Society is ready, willing
and able to publish the Comprehensive”

Publishing Fund
Launched for The
Comprehensive
by Al Morton

It’s now official. The Thayer
Families Association has established
a publishing fund at the Braintree
Historical Society. The fund is to be
used exclusively for the publication
of thoroughly researched, scholarly
works documenting the genealogy
of the Thayer Family and or its
direct line descendants.

The name of the fund is the “Thayer
Families Association Fund.” All
donations are to be made directly to
Braintree Historical Society, 31
Tenney Rd, Braintree, MA 02184-
6512, noting that the contribution is
to go to the Thayer Families
Association Fund. Any contribution
is fully tax deductible as a charitable
contribution.

We spent several hours during the
week of the general meeting,
hammering out details of the fund,

Contributions of any amount are
enthusiastically accepted, and all
TFA members are encouraged to
consider the fund when looking for
a destination for memorial,
honorary, or commemorative
donations.

Braintree Historical Society
31 Tenney Road
Braintree, MA 02184-6512

“For Thayer Families Association
Publishing Fund”



Group Picture from the TFA Annual Meeting and Reunion, June, 1999

FRONT (left to right): Carolyn Hale (Will Thayer’s Sig Other), Madora Boyd, Betty Thayer Johnson
(Ed’s wife), Connie Thayer (Clint’s wife), Peter Sault, Tricia Muno, Judy Thayer, Raymond A. Thayer
BACK: Al Morton, Will Thayer, Carolyn Morton, Edwin Johnson (Betty’s hus), Russ Thayer, Carol
Thayer (Russ’ wf), Clint Thayer, Wirt Cummings Thayer, Jerry Thayer

Skipping Out On A Meeting With Madora Boyd
A First Hand Report From the Field

Our TFA Meeting in June was all business, until
Thursday -- when temptation waved at me. Jerry
Thayer was going to a take a research trip. He
planned to visit a town hall, town clerk, and old
records with Tricia and Don Muno. Could he
include a cemetery? Yes! Hooked!

With a proxy supplied to Judy for voting purposes,
we set off. First we went to Holbrook, to the clerks
office. Remember that little bit of paper you got

when you order a marriage record? Well, the book

is twice as big! And there they were, on the far side:

parents of the groom, parents of the bride, where
and when all of them were born! I could have cried!
All that searching, and there it was. It didn’t even
matter that these were Jerry’s ancestor, not mine.
The thrill was just the same.

We stopped next at the Union Cemetery south of

Holbrook. There are many clean restored stones,
easily read, and they photographed well. Some
stones had four sides, there were that many names
on them. Two rolls of film later, it began to rain, so
we were soon on our way. Our next stop was the
Historical Library in Taunton. There are many
wonderful old, old books. I have heard or read
about them, but had never expected to be holding
one in my hands! We browsed in there a while, and
visited the museum. The older pictures were odd, as
the people were stylized. The faces were painted or
drawn like rectangled boxes.

Leaving behind the wonderful library, we headed
for Plymouth Rock. Seemed odd to find it huddling
down inside a barricaded pit. There are gratings so
the tide can come in and out, keeping the rock in a
natural condition. I had really wanted to dip my
hands into the Atlantic, since this was the first time
I had seen it. (cont., page 4)



Housing for West

Point
By Clint Thayer

We have received a
generous offer from
TFA member Edward
(“Ted”) Thayer of
Middletown, NY.
Middletown is about
25 miles, about 30
minutes, from West
Point, the location of
our Year 2000 “Big
Bash” Reunion, June
16-17. Ted has a large
house with some extra
bedrooms, which he is
offering, free of
charge, for the use of
those attending the
reunion. Ted will be
attending the meetings
at West Point, and is
willing to provide
transportation for
seven people to the
Academy.

Ted’s sister Sarah
(“Sal”) Thayer
Wheeler of Goshen,
NY is also kindly
offering one bedroom,
twin beds. Those in-
terested should contact
Ted or Sal directly.

Ted’s address is 59
Wickham Ave.
Middletown, NY
10940, Tel. 914-343-
5494, and Sal’s
address is 55 Frie St.,
Goshen, NY 10924,
Tel. 914-294-5985.

This certainly seems a
terrific opportunity for
someone with a re-
stricted budget. We
are indeed grateful to
Ted and Sal for their
more than generous
proposal.

Membership Report
by Clint Thayer

Thayer Families Association has a
current membership of 541, an
increase of 27 over my last report in
the Spring TFQ. That’s the good
news. The bad news is there are 103
members in 1998 who have not
renewed their memberships.

They are no longer receiving the
Quarterly and being informed of all
the exciting things that TFA is up
to.

If you know anyone who has forgot
to renew, please urge him or her to
so. Those who renew will receive
issues of the TQ they have missed.

Remember, this newsletter is mailed
as bulk mail and will not be
forwarded by the post office. Send
all address changes to:

R. Clinton Thayer

10 Quinley Way

Watersford, CT 06385-4128

The replica of the Mayflower is very impressive. I can’t see how
anyone was brave enough to go across an ocean in it! I’d be worried

just going out into the bay! Madora Boyd
(Skipping, cont.)
The replica of the Mayflower is Welcome, New TFA

very impressive. I can’t see how
anyone was brave enough to go
across an ocean in it! I’d be worried
just going out into the bay! When I
think about them bringing their own
food for the journey, as well as a
supply to eat until their crops came
up, and household goods... Well,
it’s hard to imagine. I have read that
they built little shelters on the deck,
but darn, there was hardly any deck
space.

The gift shops were calling to Tricia
and me, and who wants to go back
without any souvenirs? Both gift
shops in the park were in the styles
of old cottages the pioneers built.

A nice drive back to Braintree, with
a memorable day of “skipping” well
spent.

Members

DeGrote, Ded Thayer, Coon
Rapids, MN

Gosline, Clestina Thayer,
Corona Del Mar, CA

Johnson, Vernon Clark,
Huntington, NY

Thayer, Arthur F., Blaine, MN

Thayer, James Gail, West Des
Moines, IA

Thayer, Nelson Thomas, New
Kensington, PA

Thayer, Ralph Everett, New
Orleans, LA

Thayer, Tracey, Plainfield, NJ

Thayer, Walter F., III and Linda
Carlsbad, CA

Thayer, Willard E., Hewitt, NJ

Thayer, III, Gilbert Richard,
Edinburg, TX




New Family

Membership
By Clint Thayer

Under our old bylaws, there
was only Individual Mem-
bership. Upon payment of the
dues, many assumed their
partners were also members.
But in order to have full
membership rights - the right
to vote, to hold office - a
person had to hold an
Individual Membership. The
new category allows for both
partners to hold full
membership at a savings in
the amount of dues paid.

Article 2.2.1 Individual
Membership - Individual
Members in good standing
shall be entitled to all benefits
and privileges associated with
membership including but not
limited to one vote at any
meeting of the Association at
which member are required to
vote, serving as officers of the
Association if legally elected,
and receiving any regular or
special mailings including the
Thayer Families Quarterly
from the Association.

Article 2.2.2 Family
Membership - Two adults
from the same household may
be classified as a Family
Membership. Each of the two
in good standing is entitled to
all the same benefits and
privileges as an Individual
Membership EXCEPT only
one mailing of any kind,
including the Thayer Families
Quarterly, shall be sent to the
family.

Article 2.3 MEMBERSHIP
DUES. The Executive Board
will establish the amount of
the Annual Dues for
Individual Membership and
for Family Membership in
this Association. The billing
and collection of Dues shall
be in a manner prescribed by
the Executive Board.

(cont. page 6)

“Deadend”
By Hanging
By Lolita Thayer Guthrie

My original and only Thayer family
“legend,” Spencer Thayer (1799-
1878) lies buried in the city
cemetery of Shelbyville, Indiana,
with his wife, Sally Butler (1805-
1870).

Hazy origins are responsible for his
status as a mystery man. Spencer
was most likely born in southwest
New York State, near the “source of
the Ohio.”

interviews with family members in
the name of good research.

I learned that those convicted and
hanged were Nelson, age 25 (1799);
Israel Jr., age 23 (1802); and Isaac,
age 21 (1804.) Their father, Israel
Thayer, Sr., and family, emigrated
from Uxbridge, Massachusetts
about 1815 and resided in Boston,
In Erie County, New York. (In
1815, Erie would have been part of
Niagara County.)

The man they killed was not well

sidetracks of research

While still looking for poor, orphaned Spencer
Thayer’s family --- I’ve satisfied my curiosity about

Orphaned young, he joined up with
pioneers on a flatboat coming down
the Allegany and Ohio Rivers.
Eventually he met and married
Sally, and they settled in Shelby
County.

Researching Spencer’s family took
me in strange directions, starting
with a tip to look into “the hanging
of three Thayer Brothers for the
murder of John Love!” More
interested in accurate research than
hiding family skeletons, I offer this
tale for your use.

On the trail to these three brothers, 1
found myself in the Rare Books
Department the Buffalo, NY
Library. The murder trial was
referred to as carried out “in true
Roman holiday style - 25,000 turned
out for the event.” Rest assured, our
Spencer proved to be safely in
Jennings County, Indiana, on that
date! But I wanted to check the
newspaper stories on court
proceedings, case background, and

liked in that region. John C. Love
carried on trade on Lake Erie during
the summer, then “trafficked with
his money” during the winter
months. In the fall of 1824, Love
returned to Boston (Erie County)
New York, often rooming with the
Thayers. John Love apparently
hoped to collect all monies owed
him and return to England in the
spring of 1825.

The Thayer brothers were heavily in
debt to Love. They murdered him,
sold his colt, and tried to use his
record book to collect the debts
owed to Love by others. Suspicions
were aroused in light of this greedy,
dimwitted behavior, the crime
uncovered, and the brothers met
their fate, “Dead-end By Hanging.”

While still looking for orphaned
Spencer Thayer’s family, I’ve
satisfied my curiosity about
sidetracks of research!



(Family membership,

cont.)

The current dues are $15 for
Individual Membership and
$25 for Family Membership.
If you would like a complete
copy of the by-laws please let
the Association know at the
address on the back of this
Quarterly.

As we move toward the end
of the year, please consider
renewing as a Family
Membership, if your situation
warrants its. If you do decide
to continue as an Individual
Member, please specify when
you renew, so we know the
TFA member in your
household.

Thayer-Tayer-Theyer
Families of
Gloucestershire, England

Historian Patricia Muno
and husband Don, in
response to demand, are
ready to run another
printing of The Thayer
Families of
Gloucesterchire... The
new volume now
includes an errata. To
order, send $59, plus $5
for shipping, to:

Patricia Thayer Muno
6885 SW 61 Place
Beaverton, OR 97007

(don’t forget an easy-
to-read return
address!)

Please place your
orders as soon as
possible, as printing
realities dictate a
sufficient number of
orders to offset the
costs. Tricia’s goal for
printing is October.

Historian’ Report
By Patricia Thayer Muno

Making History

One of the hardest things for me to
deal with, in my 26 years of work
and ten years spent building an
inclusive family association, is
saying goodbye to precious Thayer
“cousins” I have been privileged to
know and love. Over 40 cousins
have died in the past two years.

We are seldom ready to say
goodbye.

the first book dedicated to one of the
three early ancestors from
Thornbury, England. It is my hope
that the “Comprehensive” will be
funded from the Thayer Publishing
Fund at BHS. If not, I’ll have to find
other means to meet this long
awaited publishing goal.

Meetings with BHS’s Brian Kolner

In June, TFA President Al Morton,
BHS Director Brian Kolner, my
husband Don Muno, and 1
developed a plan for the TFA
Publishing Fund, which we all trust

Each of us is an unwritten book of stories and experiences,
hopefully passed on to the next generation...

Each of us is an unwritten book of
stories and experiences, hopefully
passed on to the next generation; but
too often set aside with the excuse
of “not enough time.” Yet it is the
fabric of history, and too often
forgotten. I encourage everyone to
keep a journal -- an early custom
worth restoring -- and teach our
children to do the same.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if family
journals were kept beside the
Comprehensive Genealogy of the
Thayer Family in each of our
homes, ready to be shared with
family members and passed down
through the generations?

Nathaniel Book Ready By
Christmas

In June, TFA Board Members were
given a laptop preview of the 300
pages of the formatted book on the
descendants of Nathaniel Thayer,

will provide financial backing for
the Comprehensive Thayer
Genealogy publishing project. Now
it’s up to TFA members to, as Brian
put it, “build” the fund by
contributing. The goal for this fund
is $150,000 to $200,000. James
Burdett Thayer (Beaverton, OR) is
our TFA Fundraising Chairman.

Brian recommends, additionally,
that The Thayers in Gloucestershire,
England be included with the
Comprehensive to make an even 10
volume set. Nathaniel’s single
volume will be followed by an
estimated three for Richard, and five
volumes for Thomas.

Assistance With Thayer Queries
In order to focus on completing the
10 volume Comprehensive, I am
pleased to announce that Jerry
Thayer (Hampton, VA) has stepped
forward to assist with the great
volumes of queries I receive. Jerry’s
dedication to research

(cont. page 7)




(Historian, cont.)
accuracy, and willing-
ness to help people are
priceless. Send queries
to:

Henry Jerome (Jerry)
Thayer

311 Willow Oaks Blvd.

Hampton, VA 23669-
1531
HJThayer@aol.com

From Patricia’s
Mailbag:

On July 14, I received the
following from our Family
Rep, Donald Owen Thayer.
The following is quoted from
a letter he got from “Cousin
Beth, from Alton, IL,” un-
dated.

“...Iam not convinced the
Tayers were of Germanic
descent. Gloucestershire was
originally of the 13 kingdoms
of Wales. .. inhabitants were
of mixed Scottish and Danish
descent...Margery and
Thomas, for example, were,
extremely common names for
Scots. The other item to
consider is that Welsh names
often in-cluded place names,
and there is a River Tay in
Scotland.. .before 1098 there
is also a family (there) with a
similar name. No coat of
arms, but peaceful farmers...”

Beth’s letter certainly de-
serves consideration. In my
opinion, the exact origin of the
Thayer family remains
obscure. This is not, however,
the first time that I have heard
claims from descendants who
believed their Thayer family
originated in Wales.

When there are insufficient
records - or none at all - the
only thing we have to go on
may be “family legend.”
Where do you believe the
Thayer family originated?
I’'m encouraging you to send
in your own family stories for
a future issue of the TQ.

Y2K Reunion Activities
By Al and Carolyn Morton

Your TFA Board and Officers are
working hard on the schedule for
the West Point Reunion in Y2K, and
can give you a preview - as if you
needed more encouragement to
attend!

The reunion is scheduled for June
16-17, hosted by the Hotel Thayer,
located on the grounds of the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point,
NY.

room will again open at 9:00 AM at
Hotel Thayer. There will be a break
for a private luncheon about noon.
The annual membership meeting
will briefly interrupt the reunion
about 1:00. We’ll make every effort
to keep the business as brief as
possible. Following the meeting the
reunion will continue until 5:00.
Dinner is at 6:00; we are planning a
speaker.

Since we’re dealing with a branch
of the US military, and a hotel that’s
intimately involved with activities

You must contact Judy Thayer for reservations for the
TFA sponsored meals and tours by March 1, 2000.

It will not be necessary to be a guest
of Hotel Thayer to participate, but
the hotel will be the center for our
activities.

The reunion will begin at 9:00 AM
in the general meeting room at
Hotel Thayer on Friday morning,
and will remain open until 5:00 PM.
Busses will be available, at no
charge, to transport reunion at-
tendees to the opening ceremonies
at the Old Cadet Chapel at West
Point. This service will end with a
wreath laying at the grave of
General Sylvanus Thayer.

Friday afternoon, there will be a one
or two hour bus tour of the Military
Academy (no charge.) Dinner will
be about 6:00 Friday evening at
Hotel Thayer.

On Saturday, June 17, the meeting

concerning West Point, it is
necessary to set a deadline for
reservations. You must contact Judy
Thayer for reservations for the TFA
sponsored meals and tours by
March 1, 2000.

For reservations for all TFA
sponsored meals and activities
please contact Judy Thayer. Her
mailing address is:

Judith L. Young-Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531
JLYThayer@aol.com

TFA has arranged for a block of
rooms to be reserved for the
reunion, but it is necessary that each
of you contact Hotel Thayer directly
in order to make your own lodging
reservations. Their phone number is
1-800-247-5047. If you elect to stay
elsewhere, contact your local travel
agent in order to arrange for
lodging.

Reunion Registration Form has
been removed form this electronic
copy. END





