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Catherine Murat Thayer, wife of Catherine Murat Thayer, wife of 
Joseph H. ThayerJoseph H. Thayer  

by 
Christina Hubert Murat 

 
    In an overgrown corner of the Chestnut Cemetery in 
Apalachicola, Florida, there is a grave marker that reads, 
“Catherine Murat Thayer, wife of Joseph H. Thayer.”  In the 
springtime, the grave is almost completely obscured by 
exquisite fuchsia azalea blossoms.  The lush blooms 
surrounding the simple marker are the only hint of a complex 
and dramatic life marked both by tragedy and triumph, beauty 
and simplicity. 
    A cursory glance through the 1885 Florida state census 
reveals a thriving family of eight:  a man, his wife, their five 
daughters, his mother-in-law.  Less than a year later, this 
flourishing family would suffer a devastating tragedy , which 
would ultimately lead to another, and in the span of eighteen 
months, five orphaned girls would be left with only their blind 
grandmother and an uncle to raise them.   
    One of these girls, a twin named Catherine but called Kate 
would emerge from the tragedy as a Victorian-age Cinderella, 
arising from ashes to spend half a century in the theater.  Born 
July 16, 1879, Catherine, “Kate”, and her twin Mary, “Mamie” 
were the third birth for Demetrie Murat and his Portuguese 
wife, Mary Cavaille.  Although a fairly recent immigrant, 
Demetrie, known locally as John, was already a veteran of the 
Confederate cavalry and a seasoned lighthouse keeper.  What 
few official documents exist do not illuminate the tragic turn 
that was forshadowed almost fifty years earlier in a small town 
called Kartadero, on the island of Santorini, in the kingdom of 
Greece.  
    As a small child, Demetrie suffered a forty-foot fall that 
would leave him without “spirit”, according to translations 
from the Greek correspondence from Demetrie’s brother, 
Antoine Jean.  In modern terms, Demetrie most likely suffered 
from depression.  Upon his arrival in the United States, 
Demetrie followed the lead of his entrepreneurial brother, 
known by locals as A.J.  These Murats were a branch of the 
French aristocratic Murat family, which became politically and 
socially prominent after Joachim Murat married Caroline 
Bonaparte, sister to Napoleon.  The Napoleonic empire did not 
last; Joachim was executed in 1815, and the rest of the Murats 
scattered around the globe. 
    It was A.J.  Murat who used these connections to great 
advantage.  Serving as county commissioner, mayor, and 

ultimately as consulate appointed by President Ulysses Grant 
(in spite of A.J.’s service on the opposing side during the 
conflict!), his political and business acumen were obvious.  
Demetrie reaped benefits from his brother’s connections, but, 
as A.J. wrote his sister Irene in Greece, “I found him a good 
position in the service of the government…but he lost it due to 
the fact that he had no spirit…”   It was during this time that 
the first tragic blow came. In 1886, Demetrie’s beloved Mary 
died in childbirth.  The baby, a much-anticipated son, was 
named after his father.  Sadly, the infant namesake did not 
survive more than a few days.  Overwhelmed with grief, 
Demetrie began to succumb to the mental illness that had 
plagued him for decades. In January 1887, the father of five 
young daughters took his own life.  A.J. wrote to Irene, “…at 
midnight they came to summon me to his home… he told me 
that he had taken some poison because he could not live 
anymore.” 
    And so the five little girls began a life that was both tragic 
and joyless.  Left only with their blind grandmother, who spoke 
only Portuguese, the girls became the responsibility of their 
Uncle A.J., himself the father of ten.  According to a 
descendant still living in Apalachicola, the girls were treated 
cruelly by their Aunt Becky, A.J.’s wife.  A.J., however, was 
said to have seen to the girls’ needs and treated them kindly. 
This, then, set the stage for Kate Murat’s triumphant 
emergence from her unhappy existence. 
    Said by all who knew her to be a striking beauty, Kate 
caught the eye of a member of a traveling stock company 
appearing at the Bello Opera House in Apalachicola. In 
December of 1898, the lovely orphan married the dashing 
young Joseph H. Thayer.  It was the beginning of a half-
century of theatrical life.  Because of the itinerant nature of the 
theater at the turn of the century, the Thayers traveled 
extensively.  Joseph was the son of Edwin Loring Thayer, and 
a native Bostonian.  When not traveling, the Thayers made 
Boston their home.   
    Old theater programs and news clippings indicate that Joseph 
Thayer was quite a successful character actor.  Some very 
popular plays of the day included Joseph in the cast: Avery 
Hopwood’s “The Gold Diggers,” George M. Cohan’s “Mary” 
and “Abie’s Irish Rose,” and he was a decided hit in the 
starring role of “The Old Soak.”  The traveling theatrical 
companies of the era were extremely popular, and actors had to 
be good to secure parts.  It is said that Joseph H. Thayer always 
had plenty of parts. Kate followed her husband on the road and 
would often double as wardrobe mistress and understudy.   
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    Upon his deathbed in his seventies, Joseph told Kate that he 
wanted her to return to her own people in Apalachicola. In 
1947 she returned to the home of her twin, Mamie Murat 
Louis, who was herself recently widowed.  Although the 
Thayers had no children, Aunt Kate was a favorite among her 
many nieces and nephews.  It was her niece Helen Louis 
Bauknight who cared for Kate Thayer in her old age.  A 
nephew, Eugene Thayer Petronis, born in 1912, carried a 
tribute to the Thayers in his middle name.   
    The twins both survived tragic beginnings to celebrate their 
90th birthday.  Kate’s indomitable spirit and joie de vive, no 
doubt instilled by nearly fifty years of happy marriage with 
Joseph Thayer and the excitement of her life in the footlights, 
were apparent on that occasion in 1969.  She remarked, “I think 
the girls of this younger generation show good sense in wearing 
short dresses.  They’re comfortable.  I would wear them too if I 
still had pretty legs.”  Upon her death in 1971, at the age of  
ninety two, she was remembered by younger generations as a 
bright and charming old lady.  John Lovett, a neighbor still 
living in Apalachicola recalled of the Thayers, “He was a great 
actor.  They were lovely people.” 
    And so it is fitting that Kate Murat Thayer, no longer by 
Joseph’s side but again beside her identical twin, lies beneath 
the brilliant and lovely boughs in a shady corner of a quiet 
cemetery.   
 
By Christina Hubert Murat, of Sugar Land, Texas.  Catherine 
Murat Thayer is the first cousin twice removed of Chris’ 
husband, Martin.  Chris is a teacher at St. Laurence Catholic 
School in Sugar Land. 
 
Note from Patricia:  
Here is the lineage of the Joseph Thayer, for whom the article 
pertains:  Joseph H. 9 (Edwin Loring 8, Bezer 7-6, Richard 5, 
John 4, Richard 3-2-1) THAYER.  t 
 
 

Search for a WandererSearch for a Wanderer  
Contributed by 
Jerry Thayer 

 
    Charles6 Thayer (Daniel5, Samuel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) was a wanderer.  Wandering Thayers are very hard 
to trace and many of our Thayers fit that mold.  When I first 
began to be interested in family history, I had only Bezaleel 
Thayer’s 1874 Thayer Genealogy by as a guide.  As I began to 
gather documentation and to verify the information in that 
book, Charles was a major problem. Charles was born 14 Aug 
1782 in Orange, Franklin County, Massachusetts, the son of 
Daniel Thayer & Beulah Corbitt.  I had no real problem with 
the verification, as during a trip to Orange, Massachusetts, I 
found the record of birth for 10 of Daniel and Beulah’s children 
in the Town records.  The Thayer Genealogy stated that Daniel 
Thayer had settled in Westmoreland, Cheshire County, New 
Hampshire, and that Charles had married Mehitabel Brown on 
14 Aug 1803.  A trip to Westmoreland and a look at the Town 
records soon verified that Charles had married Mehitabel 
Brown but on 11 Aug 1803. 

    Town records are marvelous resources for someone 
researching their family history.  There are no standard 
formats; each Town seems to provide a different format and 
different content for major events like birth, death and 
marriage. Anyway, while in Westmoreland, I looked for births 
of any of Charles and Mehitabel’s children but found none.  I 
did find that Mehitabel Brown was born 2 Nov 1783 in 
Westmoreland and that she was the daughter of Ephraim 
Brown and Hannah Howe.  It was at this stage in Charles 
Thayer’s life that I  began to have problems with his 
wandering.  The Thayer Genealogy showed that Charles had 
“settled in Barnot, VT; afterwards removed to Bloomfield 
Ohio, in 1814.” 
    A little map study is a must for family history buffs.  I soon 
found that there was no Barnot in Vermont, but a Barnet in 
Caledonia County, Vermont, looked promising, so away I 
went.  Charles Thayer may have lived in Barnet, Vermont, at 
one time but he left no “tracks.”  At this point when a 
researcher loses track of someone from published sources, the 
old reliable federal census can often come to the rescue.  
Charles Thayer is a very common name so there are many to 
choose from.  The closest one to Barnet I could find, in the 
1810 federal census of Vermont, was a Charles Thayer in 
Concord, Essex County, Vermont; in the same location, there 
was a Preston Thayer.  Preston is not a common Thayer name.  
Charles had a younger brother Preston, so I was elated.  Barnet 
is on the Connecticut River and Concord was about 15 miles 
northeast of Barnet. 
    At this stage an explanation of New England Towns may 
help.  A Town in New England is like a township in most of 
the rest of the country.  It is not a village nor a city, but may 
encompass a city and a number of villages.  Towns and 
Townships are not indexed and therefore are hard to locate 
from a standard atlas. 
    A trip to Concord, Vermont, verified that, indeed, my “itchy-
footed” ancestor Charles Thayer, did reside there at least from 
1806 to 1810.  The Town clerk showed me his faded record 
books from the Town safe.  EUREKA!  My great great 
grandfather Daniel Corbitt Thayer’s birth was recorded 23 Aug 
1808, along with his younger sister, Beulah Corbitt Thayer, and 
older brother, Joseph Buckminster Thayer, who was called 
Joseph Buckhorn Thayer in the Thayer Genealogy.  The year 
1810 was the last entry for any of Charles Thayer's children, 
but all of his brother Preston’s children were recorded there 
from 1810 to 1829.  So where did Charles and his new family 
go after 1810.  He may have stayed there and just not recorded 
other children or may have gone somewhere else in Vermont. 
    The next place, recorded in the Thayer Genealogy, was 1814 
and Bloomfield, Ohio.  There are many many Bloomfields in 
Ohio as well as in other states.  As I knew a lot about Charles 
Thayer’s son, Daniel Corbitt Thayer, I first looked in Ohio 
close to Crawford County, Pennsylvania, where Daniel lived, 
and there was a Bloomfield Township in Trumbull County, 
Ohio.  The History of Trumbull County, Ohio states that 
Charles Thayer’s son, Charles, born 2 Apr 1816, was the first 
male child born in Bloomfield Township, so I knew that 
Charles was there by April 1816.  His brother-in-law, Ephraim 
Brown Jr., had bought a very large land tract in Trumbull 
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County and, apparently, Charles and Mehitabel moved west 
with him. 
    Charles Thayer and his family remained in Trumbull 
County, Ohio for some time.  They are there in the 1820, 30 
and 40 federal censuses.  Mehitabel Brown Thayer died in 
Trumbull County 6 Nov 1847.  In 1850 I could not find Charles 
Thayer.  But a letter from his son Daniel to his daughter Beulah 
in October 1852 reveals that  Charles at 69 was living in 
Bartholomew County Indiana with several of his children who 
had moved there.  A similar letter, from Daniel to Beulah in 
March of 1850, however did not reveal Charles’ location.  In 
1860, Charles was living with his daughter, Clarissa, and her 
husband, Jonathan Barb, in Flatrock Township, Bartholomew 
County, Indiana.  We know from letters in the Bartholomew 
County Historical Society, that he traveled at times back to 
Ohio.  We know he was a robust man from a letter written by 
son Daniel, in the late 1850’s when Charles was in his mid 
70’s, which referred to money sent to Charles for the wood he 
had chopped for Daniel. 
    The Thayer Genealogy said that Charles Thayer died 23 Jan 
1866, but did not say where.  I will not attempt to describe the 
gyrations I went through to find out where he died.  Family 
historians have that problem with wanderers!  And, death 
records, before the mid 1900’s, are the rarest of all officially 
kept vital records.  One has to rely, in many cases, on cemetery 
records if they exist.  I searched all possible records in 
Bartholomew County, Indiana, Trumbull County, Ohio, and 
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, in the places where I knew 
Charles Thayer’s children lived. No luck however, until in 
correspondence with a cousin in the 1970’s, who wrote, “Why, 
didn’t you know, Charles died in Ashtabula County, Ohio?”  
After some back and forth, I found that Charles Thayer’s 
daughter, Beulah Thayer Norton, had a bible which had been 
kept by the Norton family.  That bible records that Charles 
Thayer had died 23 January 1866 in North Sheffield, 
Ashtabula.  County Ohio.  He was probably visiting his 
daughter, Angeline, who, in October 1852, had married a 
second husband, William Northrup; they lived in Ashtabula 
County. 
    Many of our peripatetic Thayer families of the 1800’s are 
equally hard to trace.  It was all a part of the great westward 
movement in this country, and an enormous headache for those 
of us who pursue family history as a hobby.  Unfortunately, the 
wandering continues to this day.  But the challenge of finding 
these people makes the hobby an enduring one.  t 
 
 

Words From the PresidentWords From the President  
 
    This will be my last letter to the Quarterly as president of the 
Thayer Families Association.  Where did the time go? 
    When I accepted the nomination as your president a few 
years ago, there were some things I hoped to accomplish.  
There were great people to work with, and we all set out to help 
TFA grow and flourish.   
    As we moved along attempting to accomplish these lofty 
goals some of the great people who started working with me 
found it necessary to retire their active roles.  In the beginning I 

was disappointed when people whom I knew and liked found it 
necessary to turn their jobs over to someone new. 
    Looking back, I can see that that’s just life. And the changes 
gave me the opportunities to work with new people who 
brought fresh ideas and viewpoints.  
     The most significant thing that I have learned is that there 
are some very dedicated members of TFA out there who are 
willing to work hard to help TFA grow and flourish.  When a 
job needed to be filled, there was always someone who stepped 
up and said they would do it.  They have been willing to stand 
up and be counted.  
    At the end of my presidency I am pleased to still be working 
with some great people.  I’m very pleased to be able to retire 
leaving TFA in the extremely capable hands of these people. 
 
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your president. 
 
Albert Thayer Morton  t 
 
 

Membership ReportMembership Report  
 
    From where the Membership Committee sits here in 
Waterford, CT I see a great deal of enthusiasm about the 
upcoming reunion and annual meeting at West Point in June.  
Hope to see many of you there. 
    Our membership continues to grow.  We have added 23 new 
members since our last report.  The new Individual Members 
are: 
 
Johnson, Michele Marie, Camano Island, WA 
Kuzmich, Kate Welton, Sugar Land, TX 
Scott, Richard Glen, Jacksonville, FL 
Thayer, Eugene Francis, Hopkinton, MA 
Thayer, Joan Frances, Bartow, FL 
Thayer, William Francis, Los Angeles, CA 
Theriault, Linda, Encinitas, CA 
Wendell, Dorothea, Menlo Park, CA 
 
New Family Members: 
 
Henry, Loris Thayer & Frost, Norma Bertha, Harrington, DE 
Thayer, Charles Bennett & Deloris H., Iowa City, IA 
Thayer, Frank Curtis,  Jr. & Barbara E., Newburgh, NY 
Young, Barbara & Jennifer, Exeter, NH 
 
Some new  members have joined other Family Members who 
were already members: 
 
Thayer, Bruce Allen & Ilene*, Mason, MI 
Thayer, Clayton E. & Joyce*, Lafayette, LA 
Thayer, Dennis Anthony & Joanne M.*, San Antonio, TX 
Thayer, James Loren & Michelle Diane Sexton*, Corydon, IN 
Thayer, John George & Carolyn Jensen*, Yakima, WA 
Thayer, Willard F. & Selena Betsy*, Hewitt, NJ 
Zwart, Case G. & Helen D.*, Lower Gwynedd, PA 
       * New members 
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Membership Committee errata: 
  
In spite of our best efforts some errors have a way of creeping 
into our files.  Following are a couple of which I have been 
made aware in our last Quarterly: 
 
Thayer Davis of Palatine, IL was incorrectly listed as Thayer 
David; David and Gayle Thayer live in Lewisville, TX, not 
KY. 
 
Please notify the Membership Committee if you are aware of 
any errors in your record. 
 
    We currently have 545 members in almost all states 
(anybody know anyone in Kansas?) as well as overseas as 
reported in previous Quarterlies.  If you’re tracking the 
numbers you may wonder how, with the addition of new 
members, our number has slipped from 621 in the last report to 
545.  The reason - on April 1 all unrenewed members were 
deleted from the membership roles (not really deleted, just 
placed in another file).  We are sure that many of these will be 
renewing in the coming weeks.  Since they will not be 
receiving this edition of the Quarterly I won’t waste space 
“preaching to the choir.”  But, if you know of anyone who may 
be among the missing, please pass along a reminder. 
    IMPORTANT:  The Membership Committee must be kept 
informed of your current address.  The Thayer Quarterly and 
other mailings from the Association are sent bulk rate, and the 
U.S. Post Office most often will not forward this material, even 
if you have left a forwarding address with them.  In spite of  
our many pleas we frequently have members who are not 
receiving our mailings because we do not have an up-to-date 
address.  You may contact me with address changes or any 
other membership concerns. 
 
Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer, Membership Chairman 
10 Quinley Way 
Waterford, CT 06385-4128 
Tel.  860-443-1178  e-mail  ClntThayer@aol.com  t 
 
 

From theFrom the Editor… Editor…  
 

    I want to thank Elizabeth Parker Vaulin for her outstanding 
issues of your newsletter, the Thayer Quarterly.  Her issues 
were outstanding, quality products, that I hope to maintain.  I 
would also like to thank all the officers, directors, and everyone 
involved in getting me started and on the right track in this new 
field.  I would also like to thank the Association President, 
Albert Thayer Morton, for writing and getting the Winter issue 
out while I was on leave in the states. 
    Let me introduce myself. I am Rodney Lee Thayer, who 
some of you know me as the Webmaster for the Association 
and have now taken on the duty of Editor for the Association’s 
newsletter after the recent announcement of Elizabeth Parker 
Vaulin’s resignation.   
    Currently living in Japan for just over seven years, I have 
completed two tours on two ships here in Yokosuka, and am 
now on shore duty.  Having more time available on shore duty, 

is just one of the reason’s for taking on editorship.  I am 
looking forward to being your editor and hope to maintain the 
high standards of the newsletter that my predecessors, Rick 
Thayer and Elizabeth Parker Vaulin have excelled at. 
    I hope everyone enjoys the current format of the newsletter.  
More changes may come as I finalize the format. 

 
The Newsletter 

    In regards to the newsletter, keep in mind that this is your 
newsletter, and that the success of it depends on you.  
Submissions of stories are encouraged and are always 
welcome, and needed in order to maintain your newsletter.  
Please consider sharing a Thayer related family with the rest of 
your family. 
    Submit completed stories to the editor at the address listed 
on the back of the newsletter or email them to me.  Photos for 
articles are welcome as well, digital format preferred, however 
I can scan photos if they are mailed to me as well.  Don’t think 
you can write an article?  Just send the information and I will 
put it into an article for you. 
 

The TFA Web Site 
    Our presence on the World Wide Web.  The current URL for 
the site is www.ThayerFamily.com and has been generously 
donated in the memory of Bruce V. Thayer by Charles Thayer. 
    The web site, I believe, has taken us well into the 21st 
century and is an exciting time for us.  With email as the main 
form of communication these days, it is possible to correspond 
with anyone, anywhere in the world within minutes, some chat 
rooms are in real time, with conversations being nearly 
instantaneous.  The amount of data and services that is 
available on our site is varied. 
    Keep in mind that genealogy is the main theme of the site, as 
well as association membership and the Thayer Quarterly back 
issues.  Specific items of interest are the new Look-up Service, 
where a volunteer lists their references and the information 
they can provide if asked.  If you are interested in volunteering 
for this, feel free to contact me and I will update the site 
appropriately.  
    Unplaced Thayers is another main area for the site. It is a 
large listing of Thayers that cannot, at this time, be linked back 
to the known immigrants.  I am proud to report that several of 
these Thayers have been linked, by individuals browsing the 
names listed and contacting the Family Representative, the 
Association Genealogist or her Assistant.  The listing is large 
but broken down by states. 
    Next issue I will have an article to describe the TFA web site 
in more detail. 
 

The Road Trip 
    As Al mentioned in the Winter Issue, I was in the states for 
three weeks of school in San Diego, CA and three weeks of 
leave, one week in San Diego and two weeks in Paris, TN at 
my parents home.   
    From Paris, TN, I ended up driving over 4,200 miles in a 
rental car with my father that eventually took us through 
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Mississippi, mainly for Thayer research.  Also 
briefly drove in Arkansas and Alabama,  just to say we had 
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been there.  I will have articles in the upcoming issues to 
describe some of the things we found.  Next stop will be 
Thayer, Indiana. 
 

Contacting Me 
    Since I am on a military base in Japan, getting mail is similar 
to the states.  To mail a letter to me costs the same as mailing a 
letter in the states, .33 cents.  Now, the difference comes when 
mailing a large envelope or a package.  For a large envelope, 
you have to use a small green customs form, and for a parcel 
you have to use a large white customs form.  Postal mail only 
takes 5 to 8 days to get to its destination in the states, and the 
same when coming to Japan.  
    Do not let the fact that I am in Japan and about half way 
around the world prevent you from writing me.  I will answer 
all correspondence received.  t 
 
 

Henry Thayer CompanyHenry Thayer Company  
courtesy of Karen Clarke, 

President, Henry Thayer Company 
 

A Short History of 152 Years 
    In 1847, a young physician opened a laboratory on Main 
Street in Cambridge, Massachusetts to produce his newly 
developed line of herbal extracts for sale to the medical 
profession.  Born in 1823, into one of Massachusetts’ founding 
families, he was trained in the medical arts of his day by his 
physician father.  His method produced, for the first time, 
standardized strengths, enabling physicians to regulate dosages 
accurately.  His company, the Henry Thayer Company, 
prospered and broadened its line of products and has been 
described as the largest manufacturer of pharmaceuticals in 
America at the time of the Civil War. 
    In 1875, the company published “Descriptive Catalogue of 
Fluid and Solid Extracts in Vacuo” which describes over 800 
products offered by the company: herbal based, presented in 
the forms of tinctures, infusions, syrups, poultices and wines.  
Prominent among these products is a Fluid Extract of Witch 
Hazel, listed as a “Tonic, astringent, and sedative; useful in 
checking hemorrhages and excessive discharges.”  The final 
pages show sugar-coated pills, a physician’s dose list, 
apothecary’s tables, a diet for invalids, and some diagnosis-
related formulas including numerous combinations for cough 
remedies, a “Lotion for Humors and Eruptions”, “Hair 
Restorative”, and “Effervescent Lemonade Without a  
Machine.” 
    After Dr. Thayer died in 1902, ownership of the business 
passed to a niece, and the nature of the business changed from 
emphasis on extracts of herbs to the preparation and sale of 
compound formulas marketed to the public through drug stores 
as “patent” medicines.  Included was a line of nine children’s 
remedies, marketed under the brand name “Tots”, a pile 
ointment, and a line of lozenges, including the  Slippery Elm 
Lozenges. 
    In 1947, Chase, Storrow Co. of Boston, a partnership of 
former Harvard roommates and recent Navy veterans, bought 
the company from Dr. Thayer’s great-niece.  A vigorous 
program of sales and advertising was begun based on a strategy 

of first increasing sales in New England to be followed by 
expansion west of the Hudson River.  The next decade saw 
consolidation of distribution of the lozenges in the U.S. and 
Canada in independent drug stores and natural product stores, 
and the addition of related items, Cough Syrup and Nose 
Drops, Cold Sore Balm, and Coughmasters.  In 1989, the 
decision was made to add a line of Witch Hazel products for 
sale in the health food trade, with the addition of Aloe Vera to 
not only soothe and clean skin but soften as well. 
 

 
Figure 1: Henry Thayer Company products from previous 

years 

 
    In 1993, the company was sold to David Dittman and in 
1999, to Karen N. Clarke, who had been managing the 
company for five years.  Her interest is to perpetuate the 
Thayers® tradition into the 21st century.  With its loyal group 
of customers that have been using Thayers products, the 
company enters its 152nd year with continued enthusiasm and 
belief in natural products.  t 
 
 

Thomas Edward ThThomas Edward Thayerayer  
by 

Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 
 

    In January 1998 I was in Paris, TN visiting with my parents.  
My father had informed me of the large number of old 
cemeteries throughout the area of Paris, some were well 
marked, and some you just stumble across while drive through 
the Tennessee Valley Authority forests.  We visited numerous 
sites, but no luck finding any Thayers.  
    We visited Fort Donelson National Battlefield in Dover, 
Tennessee, and the National Cemetery located there.  There are 
maps of the cemetery located in a small visitor center, as well 
as a registry of names of who was buried there.  A quick look 
through the registry gave us a name and the map gave us the 
location of one Thomas Richard Thayer, see Figure 2.. 
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    The stone was easy to locate and in very good shape.  The 
inscription on the stone is:  
 

THOMAS 
EDWARD 
THAYER 

1st SGT CO B 2 BN 
327 Infantry 

Korea 
Vietnam 

September 3 1929 
November 8 1965 
SS ARCOM – 2 

PH 
 

    After returning 
back to Japan,          

I developed the 
photographs and 
contacted Patricia 
Thayer Muno, 
Association Genealogist with what I have found.  I was curious 
to see where this individual fit in with the immigrants.  To my 
disappointment, this Thomas was in Tricia’s Unplaced Thayers 
file, which simply means that the person cannot be traced back 
to the immigrant until further research is done. 
 
The known lineage of Thomas Edward Thayer at present is: 
Thomas Edward Thayer (1929-1965) 
Thomas Edward Thayer (1899-1968) 
Thomas Edward Thayer (1860-1916) 
Jerome Napoleon Thayer (1822-1909) 
Samuel Thayer (born 2 Apr 1788 MA.  Parents’ names 
unknown.  Was he possibly a son of Peter Thayer and Abigail 
Green?--see below)  The Family lived in NY, WI and MN. 
 
    In 1995, descendant, Daisy Bratten Luggar, sent a copy of 
information as appeared in an old family bible which gives 
information on the 10 children of Samuel and Amelia Thayer, 
as well as the 12 children of their son, Jerome Napoleon 
Thayer.  The bible, which is said to have burned in a house fire, 
gives Samuel’s birth as “2 Apr 1788.”  In the Mendon, 
Worcester, MA published vital records, we find a Samuel 
Thayer (born 30 Apr 1788), the son of Peter Thayer and 
Abigail Green.  General Bezaleel Thayer’s genealogy of 1874 
states Samuel7 (Peter6-5, Thomas4-3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER and his wife, Phebe (ALLEN), “both died in the 
month of August, about three weeks difference.”  Are the two 
Samuels possibly one and the same?  Samuel Thayer, the 
ancestor of Daisy, was a shoemaker and was found living in 
West Turin, Lewis, NY in 1850.  If any of our readers are able 
to shed light on the ancestral connection of Samuel Thayer 
please contact Patricia Thayer Muno.  t 

 

 

Ralph Clinton (Clint) ThayerRalph Clinton (Clint) Thayer  
by 

Ralph Clinton Thayer 
 
(Ralph Clinton9, John Allen8, Jackson Otis7, Otis6, Levi5, 
Hesekiah4, Hezekiah3, Nathaniel2, Richard1.) 
   I was born in 1930, while my father was a farm manager in 
East Lyme, Connecticut.  We moved into New London in the 
early 1930’s, as my father became the manager of a dairy. 
   I attended New London schools and started playing the 
trumpet professionally when I was 13.  Had my own dance 
band when I was 16, since all the good musicians were still in 
the Army. 
   In Rochester, New York, I went to Eastman School of Music, 
and then the University of Connecticut.  My college career was 
interrupted by four years (1951-55) in the Air Force Band at 
Sampson, New York, during Korea.  After finishing at 
Eastman, I joined the US Coast Guard Band in New London 
from 1956 to 1972. 
   I taught junior high music in Groton, Connecticut (1972 to 
1983), did some orchestra conducting, and worked in banking 
and real estate (1983 to 1997) before retiring. 
   I married Constance Claire Johnson in 1951, after we met at 
Eastman, thereby saving her from the musical life.  Connie has 
her PhD in Curriculum and Development and teaches Learning 
Disabled students at Waterford High School, in Connecticut.   
Connie and I found out we have a common grandfather in our 
Fitts ancestry.  I descended from his first wife, and Connie 
from his second.  However, our children (Ralph Clinton III and 
Patricia Dean Thayer McIvor) seem to be normal. 
   Finding out my Thayer heritage has been a revelation.  I am 
pleased to have the honor of doing whatever I can to help TFA 
toward its goals.  I can only hope to do half as well as my 
predecessor, Paul Goodwin Thayer.  t 
 
 

Pebbles, Shells & Headstones?Pebbles, Shells & Headstones? 
by 

Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 
 

    Ever visit a cemetery and notice anything placed on top of 
some of the headstones?  Like pebbles or small smooth stones?  
Well I have seen this, among other things that will be explained 
here, and set about doing some research to help me understand 
what it was I was seeing here. 
    I utilized the internet for my research, a vast amount of 
information, if properly used.  I contacted the  Association for 
Gravestone Studies and emailed a query to them.  Here is some 
of the information I discovered. 
    As far as the pebbles are concerned, it is an age-old custom 
in many cultures, perhaps going back to a time when stones 
were piled on a new grave to prevent animals or enemies from 
exposing newly buried remains.  The more stones or pebbles 
placed on the grave, the less likely it was to be disturbed, and 
the more stones the higher the esteem.  So a mark of respect or 
love was to place a stone on the pile of tributes; to show your 
respect, to indicate that you care, to pay tribute.  In most 
cultures, placing something on the stone or on the grave 

Figure 2:  Thomas Edward 
Thayer  1929-1965. 
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(flowers, notes, paper money, coins, food, personal items of the 
deceased, etc.) is a way of showing that you were there and that 
you have not abandoned the grave -- a way of paying tribute.  I 
have heard of several naval personnel leaving their medals on 
graves f relatives. 
    Sea shells were the other major items my father and I seen 
on headstones in Tennessee.  The shell has different meaning in 
different cultures, but it 
also is a common grave 
decoration in many lands.  
Death has always been 
associated with water 
(shell = vehicle of 
Neptune); crossing over, 
going beyond the river, 
crossing the river Styx in a 
boat, etc.  A shell carries 
us from one life to rebirth 
on the other shore.  From 
earliest times, a shell 
symbolized Christian 
pilgrimage, particularly 
the journey through life 
and into the hereafter.  It 
is said to connect us to the 
other life or some say the 
other side.  
    Now for the carvings.  
We visited a cemetery in 
the middle of Paris, TN.  
An old place with some 
stones dating back to the 
1700’s, some with 
readable inscriptions.  There are military stones here as well, 
both United States and Confederate States.  There were also 
some headstones, very elaborate, that looked like vertical logs, 
see Figure 3, which are “Woodsmen of the World” stones.  
Then we saw the carving on top.  From a distance, we could 
see something was on the top of the stone.  If you stood over 
the stone, looking straight down on the end view of the log 
shaped stone, one could make out a hand holding something, 
see figure 4.  
    The folks at AGS responded to this query of mine as well.  A 
hand holding a small wreath or a garland of flowers was a 
common gravestone design of the late mid to late 1800s.  
Usually the hand comes across the top of the stone or on top of 
a scroll tablet that might carry the name of the deceased and 
dates of birth and/or death. 
    What we had seen was what looks like a cross with a circle 
on it.  This, according to AGS , was a favorite; which is a cross 
with a wreath of flowers or, less common, a crown of thorns. 
    Hopefully this information gives you some insight and 
appreciation for other cultures that have settled this land.  t 

 

 

 

Figure 4:   Top of headstone showing the hand, cross and 
ring. 

 
 

Ransom Bond of the Bethiah ThayerRansom Bond of the Bethiah Thayer  
 

Ransom bond of the U.S. ship Bethiah Thayer, captured by 
the C.S.S. Alabama March 1, 1863. 

 
“Know all men by these presents, that whereas the ship Bethiah 
Thayer, of Rockland, Me., under my command, was this day 
captured on the high seas as prize of war by the C.S. steamer of 
war Alabama, R. Semmes, commander; and whereas I, Thomas 
M. Cartney, master of said sip as aforesaid, am desirous of 
ransoming said ship, together with her freight moneys for the 
present voyage, for the benefit of myself and of the owners 
thereof, to wit, William McLoon and Horace Williams:  Now, 
therefore, I, Thomas McCartney, master of the said ship as 
aforesaid, acting for myself and the above-named owners, as I 
am empowered to do by the laws of nations, for and in 
consideration of the release of said ship by the captor, the 
release whereof is hereby acknowledged, do acknowledge 
myself and the aforesaid owners, to wit, William McLoon and 
Horace Williams, jointly and severally indebted to the 
President of the Confederate States of America, and his 
successor and successors in office, in the sum of $40,000, 
which said sum of $40,000 well and truly to pay unto the 
President of the Confederate States of America, his successor 
and successors in office, within thirty days after the conclusion 
of the present war between the said Confederate States and the 
United States, I hereby bind myself and the above-named 
owners, jointly and severally, and my and their heirs, 
executors, administrators, and assigns.  And I do hereby 
hypothecate the said ship Bethiah Thayer of Rockland, Me., 
together with her tackle and apparel, for the payment of this 
bond.” 
 
Done this the 1st of March, in the year of our Lord 1863, at sea, 
on board the C.S.S. Alabama.  

THOMAS MITCHELL CARTNEY [SEAL.]  

Figure 3: Woodsman of the 
World headstone 
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Witness: W.B. SMITH, Commander’s Clerk. 
     
    This was issued after the CSS Alabama captured the 
merchant ship Bethiah Thayer.  The information is provided by 
the W.S. Hoole Special Collections Library, The University of 
Alabama, and represents the major information available on the 
ship.  I have been researching this ship for about two years, and 
know only what was stated in the ransom bond.  We know it 
was a merchant vessel but have been unable to find any further 
information about her, such as any history of the ship and how 
she came about with the name. If anyone has further 
information concerning this vessel, please contact the editor.  
t 
 
 

ThayerThayer--Witsell Family Reunion 2000Witsell Family Reunion 2000  
2 August, 20002 August, 2000  

  
    Hello Family!!!  We are so excited, that we, the Thayer 
faction in good ol’ Minnesota can tell you more about our 
Great Family Get-Together!!!  In case you do not know, the 
hosts for this event are Eric Thayer, Michelle Thayer, 
Adrienne Thayer, Matt Thayer and Irene Thayer. 
 
Information:  
Date: Wednesday August 2, 2000 - Sunday August 6, 2000 
Place: Regal Hotel Downtown Minneapolis 
Rates: $99.00 a day  We have 25 rooms guaranteed at this 
rate. 
 
We plan on the following schedule: 
8/2 Wednesday Check in 
8/3 Thursday Family Picnic / City Tour (@ 9:00 am) 
8/4 Friday Heritage Meeting and Business Meeting  
             9:00 am -12:00 pm 
8/5 Saturday Family Banquet / Dance / Picture  6:00 pm - 

12:00 am 
8/6 Sunday Check out 
 
    Tours, activities, and entertainment options are being 
reviewed.  We have so many activities  up here to choose from, 
some of them include...Golf on our rolling greens (no it’s not 
sawgrass but they are gorgeous greens anyway...), swimming 
indoors or on one of the city, many city parks, theater, 
restaurants, museums, shopping (should I mention Mall of 
America - largest mall in the US), architecture, the famous Fort 
Snelling (site of the Dred Scott decision), festivals and fairs 
galore, scenic trails for biking, hiking, running and walking, 
etc. 
    Seed money guidelines: 
1.  Families of two (2) adults with or without dependent 
children = $150.00 
2.  Single independent adult (an independent adult is defined as 
18 years and older - not in school - whether or not living with 
parent) = $100.00 
3.  Senior Citizens (65 years and older) = $100.00 
    For ALL seed money payments received AFTER JULY 1, 
1999, please add an additional fee of $25.00. Installments may 

also be made in increments of $25.00 or more for those that 
wish to budget.  The $25.00 additional fee applies to all budget 
plans not paid in full by July 1, 1999. 
    There are over 50 restaurants within walking distance of the 
hotel.  When calling to reserve your rooms (612-332-6000 is 
the direct number to the hotel), we are registered under the 
Thayer-Witsell Reunion.  We will provide more details on 
transportation costs to and from the airport at a later date, as 
well as a list of children activities and events so you can 
arrange your travel arrangements.  
    We need money, please send us your money as soon as 
possible.  As a reminder, the more money we get the more 
likely we can negotiate lower rates on all activities.  We want 
to thank those of you who have sent your funds, and ask you to 
encourage those members who have not sent in their money 
yet. 
    If you need special arrangements or would like further 
information, feel free to contact us at: 
Thayer-Witsell Family Reunion 
2250 Victoria Street North #229 
Roseville, MN  55113-4455 
or email Michelle Thayer at michellethayer@yahoo.com  t 
 
 

Thayer Family Association ReunionThayer Family Association Reunion  
of Lower Canada East & Vermontof Lower Canada East & Vermont  

6 August, 20006 August, 2000  
 
    The annual reunion of the Thayer Family Association of 
Lower Canada East & Vermont will be held at Prouty Park in 
Newport, VT of the 6th of August this year. These are the 
descendants of Perley & Hannah (Liscomb) Thayer, who 
emigrated from Woodstock, Conn. to the Fitch Bay Quebec, 
Canada area in approximately 1816. Of their family, half of 
them stayed in Quebec to this day and the other half went back 
over the border to Vermont & New Hampshire. 
    Make your plans early! Time has a way of “flying-by” and 
before you know it your saying, “I meant to do that but didn’t 
have time”. 
    Things do change along the way but we will attempt to keep 
you informed if they do. Nothing has been finalized, so if you 
have some ideas for the reunion, please get in touch with one of 
your officers. 
The change to August 6th was made to accommodate our 
cousins in the far reaches of Canada and the U.S.  
    Please email David Thayer at DavidThayer@cs.com for 
further information.  t 
 
 

Thompson Thayer Family ReunionThompson Thayer Family Reunion  
13 August13 August, 2000, 2000  

 
    The THIRD ANNUAL REUNION of the descendants of 
Thompson Thayer (1790-1859) and Patsey Martha Collins will 
be held in 2000 at the Southwest Virginia 4-H Center, 
Abingdon, VA., the location of the former Washington County 
Home for the Elderly Poor, where former reunions in the ‘30’s 
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and ‘40’s took place.  The county home in those days was 
operated by Roy Thayer, a great-grandson of Thompson.   The 
relocation of the reunion site from Mt. View United Methodist 
Church to the 4-H Center will allow for the accommodation of 
more people, the use of a swimming pool, and various games 
and activities for children and youth. 
    The reunion will be held on August 13 (Second Sunday) 
beginning at Noon, with a pot-luck lunch occurring at 1:00 
p.m.  This will allow for church attendance beforehand.  All 
cousins not involved at other churches are invited to attend 
Sunday Morning worship at Mt. View UM Church, where the 
‘98 and ‘99 reunions were held. 
    This year’s reunion coincides with the Abingdon Highlands 
Festival which has become one of Virginia’s most significant 
cultural events and tourist attractions.  The Festival features 
plays by the world famous Barter Theatre, antique shows, art 
exhibits, classes in various crafts, Tours, and many more 
exciting activities.  Anyone desiring to arrive a day or two early 
or stay later should perhaps make reservations NOW at one of 
these lodging places because thousands of tourists will likely 
be on hand:  
 
Alpine Motel. 882 E. Main (Exit 19) - (540)628-3178 
Camberley’s Martha Washington Inn, 150 W. Main - (540)628-
3161 
Comfort Inn, 170 Jonesboro Rd (Exit 14) - l-800-228-5150 
Empire Motor Lodge, 887 Empire Dr.. (Exit 19)-(540)628-713 
Holiday Inn Ex[press, 940 E. Main (Exit 19) -(540)676-2829 
Hampton Inn, 340 Commerce St (Exit 17) -(540)628-4600 
 
    The immediate descendants of Thompson were Mary Jane, 
Eliza, Harriet, Augustus, James, Robert, Martha Elizabeth, Eli, 
Delilah, Nancy, Jeremiah, and Manerva.  Of these 12 children 
only James and Robert have had descendants at our previous 
two reunions.  Their known descendants alone total more than 
1000.  It is hoped that representatives of other siblings can be 
present in 2000.   
    Plans for the afternoon program include a presentation on 
family history, interviews, the making of a video, and progress 
on special projects.  Suggestions and new ideas for future 
reunions will be requested.  All cousins welcome! 
    For more information contact Garland Thayer, 164 Taylor 
Mill Road, Limestone, TN 37681(423-257-3627) e-mail: 
jthayer@USIT.net or Mark Orfield at e-mail: 
OrfieldM@aol.com.  t 
 

 

Thayers/Binnings ReunionThayers/Binnings Reunion  
13 August, 200013 August, 2000  

 
    On the second Sunday of August each year (this year the 
13th) a reunion of the Thayers/Binnings who trace their lines to 
Martin Thayer>Lyman>Ezekial, etc will be held in Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin.  Martin migrated to Wisconsin in 1849 with 
his wife of 1 year, Almira Collar.  My father, Graham, myself, 
and my sons, Todd and Troy, are the last known carriers of the 
name from Martin to this day. 

 
The reunion is held on the shore of  Lake Winnebago, potluck 
with the meat furnished by the family.  If there is other 
information required, feel free to contact me. Hope to meet you 
at West Point. 
 
Bruce Thayer 
Email: toroyfar@cuttingedge.net  t 
 
 

James Henry & Rose Belle Thayer James Henry & Rose Belle Thayer 
Family Reunion, 13 August, 2000Family Reunion, 13 August, 2000  

 
    Sunday, August 13, 2000, starting at noon will be the Family 
Reunion for descendants of James Henry and Rose Belle 
Thayer (Daniel D., Henry, Horace).  The reunion will take 
place at Schafer State Park, approx. 40 miles west of Olympia, 
WA. 
    Any and all Thayer family members and friends are 
welcome. Reunion is pot-luck. Or you can just stop by to visit 
and meet family members. 
    If you need any more information, feel free to contact me. 
 
James L. Thayer 
Email:  JThayer@myhome.net  t 
 
 

From Patricia’s Mail Bag:From Patricia’s Mail Bag:  
 

 
 
    Correspondent Grace (Johnson) Farrar of Lebanon, TN states 
that when her aunt Grace (Thayer) Cowen passed away in 
1995, Grace’s widowed husband, Robert, forwarded a stack of 
his deceased wife’s Thayer-related papers.  
    Among the papers was an interesting article from the 
“Hoosier Farmer” July 1958 magazine which named Mrs. 
Sarah E. (Dodd) Thayer as “Indiana’s Mother of the Year.”  
Sarah was the wife of Leonard R.10 (Lincoln H.9, John David8, 
Charles7-6, Daniel5, Samuel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
Thayer.  
 
Excerpts from the article follow: 
 
    Farm Mother of Six Honored Children are Evidence Of 
Their Sound Upbringing. 
    Nominated by a neighbor (which is the nicest way for it to 
happen).  Mrs. Sarah Thayer eventually emerged as Indiana 
Mother of the Year for ‘58.  She first refused to let her name be 
placed in the contest, but persuasion won.  Son David argued: 
“Aw, go ahead; you won’t win any way.” 
    We had long ago noted that women so honored had as a rule 
been little known outside their own communities.  Their 
distinction had come because of their first devotion to family 
and the success of members of that family.  This was true of 
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Sarah Thayer.  But the people of Hope and Columbus [IN] 
communities know Sarah Thayer.  Make no doubt of it... 
    From their home have come six enterprising and admirable 
citizens.  Sarah and husband, Leonard, reside on their 110 acres 
near Hope in Bartholomew county... 
    Mrs. Thayer’s first claim to distinction lies in her sons and 
daughter... As a reward for her distinction, Mrs. Thayer was 
invited to New York City for a week at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel and a round of festivities.  This was her first trip by plane 
and her first invasion of the big metropolis.  With some of the 
excitement recaptured, Mrs. Thayer related her amazement at 
the hotel with “44 stories and 2,200 rooms.  There were 600 
guests at the luncheon the last day; and on the dais sat the state 
winners from all 48 states of the U.S., and Puerto Rico.” 
 
Patricia’s note:  
    I have unsuccessfully attempted to contact the children of 
Sarah and Leonard Thayer, some of whom still reside in the 
Hope, Indiana vicinity.  If anyone has information on these 
descendants, please contact me at address shown elsewhere in 
this publication.   
    We would like to hear from you if you have similar articles 
of interest to report which honor our present day Thayer kin. 

 

 
 
Marion Carah10 (Oren 
Mortimer9, Elbridge 
May8, Royal 
Olmstead7, Jedediah6, 
Micah5, Jonathan4, 
Josiah3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER 
was born 24 April 
1908 and will 
celebrate his 92nd 
birthday this year.  He 
was born in Elm  
Creek, Nebraska and 
taught music for 40 
years.  In 1997 
Marion was honored 
by being inducted into 
the Nebraska Music 
Association’s music 
Hall of Fame for 
being an outstanding 
music educator.  His 
wife Valeria states “I am sure he is not the oldest living Thayer, 
but perhaps worthy of note.”  The Thayer family wishes 
Marion a very happy 92nd birthday. 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno  t 

 

 

From The TFA Mail BagFrom The TFA Mail Bag  
 
Dear Mrs. Thayer [letter was sent to Judith L. Young-Thayer, 
TFA Treasurer] 
    While leafing thru the April issue of Yankee magazine, your 
notice of the family reunion at West Point in June caught my 
attention, especially because of a long friendship shared by my 
late husband, Ted, with Thornton C. Thayer, a descendant of 
Sylvanus (?) Thayer, founder of West Point.  Neither 
gentleman ever married, from what I was told. 
    Thornton proved a dedicated and loyal friend to Ted ever 
since he took him “under his wing” when he was hired in 1928 
by the Seamen’s Bank for Savings in Wall Street where 
Thornton was an officer.  He encouraged him in so many ways 
- a kind mentor to a fatherless immigrant boy. 
    I was privileged to know him, too.  Although Thornton and 
his siblings are long gone, should perchance any of his family 
be present at West Point, I sincerely hope that they may 
somehow learn that he is still remembered with affection and 
gratitude. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
Dorothy Mertens 
 
P.S. Have a wonderful reunion!  
 
Dorothy Mertons 
614 Palmetta Street 
Flushing, NY  11385 
 
    Our Assistant to the Genealogist, Jerry, was able to find a bit 
more about Thornton C. Thayer: 
Thornton C. Thayer, b. 25 Jun 1890, New York City, son of: 
John V. and Elizabeth [Calfield] Thayer d. Sep 1982, 
Brooklyn, NY.   
    John V. Thayer is in Tricia’s “unplaced” files. 
    Elizabeth Calfield was the daughter of Henry Calfield, who 
made his home, in later years, with John V. and Elizabeth 
[Calfield] Thayer. 
    Jerry is of the opinion that each of the children carried 
Elizabeth’s family name, Calfield, as their middle name. 
    Thornton C. Thayer had these siblings: 
George C. Thayer, b. 4 Mar 1896, NYC; d. Oct. 1971, 
Cheshire, CT 
Beatrice C. Thayer, b. Jan 1882 
Elizabeth C. Thayer, b. Jan 1895 
 
    There is no evidence that any of them married.  This 
information comes from Census records, and Social Security 
death records.  t 
 
 

Thayer Deaths in 1998Thayer Deaths in 1998  
Submitted by 

 TFA Historian, Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
The following is in chronological order starting with the 
earliest to the most recent death. 
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Mary T. (SHEPARD) THAYER, 1934 - 1 Jan 1998, Wife 
    of Warren Guy Thayer. 
Paul E. THAYER, 1906 - 20 Jan 1998. 
Mary E. CRAMER, 1907 - 22 Jan 1998, Wife of Easton 
    Bradford Thayer. 
Anna Rena (HOXIE) THAYER, 1920 - 30 Jan 1998, Mother of 
    TFA Secretary, Charles Russell Thayer. 
Bernice (TROWBRIDGE) THAYER, 1909 - 28 Feb 1998, 
    Wife of Fred Martin Thayer. 
Jean Elizabeth (BOYLE) THAYER, 1922 - Mar 1998, Wife of 
    Charles Isaac Thayer. 
Thurber Reuben THAYER, 1903 - 26 Mar 1998, Father of 
    TFA Member, George Allan Thayer, and Grandfather of 
    Robert Allan Thayer. 
Winifred Wilder Thayer, 1910 - 1 Apr 1998, Father of TFA 
    Member, David Stanley Thayer. 
Cecile (LE BLANC) THAYER, 1912 - 6 Apr 1998, Wife of 
    Clarence Calvin Thayer. 
Dorothy E. (ZADE) THAYER, 1909 - 19 Apr 1998, Wife of 
    Marian P. Thayer. 
Dorothy Putney (THAYER) SMITH, 1898 - May 1998, Aunt 
    of TFA Member Garland Todd Thayer. 
Josephine Ellene (THAYER) ORLEA, 1911 - 3 May 1998. 
Jane Freer DYAS, 1911 - 12 May 1998, Wife of Charles 
    Kingsley Thayer. 
Carol (THAYER) COLE, 1929 - 13 Jul 1998. 
William Herrick THAYER, 1923 - 20 Jul 1998, Brother of 
    TFA Member, Jean Folsom Thayer. 
Nettie Arline (FALES) THAYER, 1931 - 25 Jul 1998,  
    Mother of TFA Member, Dawn Thayer Chandler. 
Virginia (THAYER) DORSCHEL, 1918 - 28 Jul 1998, Mother 
    of TFA Member Gayle Dorschel Lester. 
Arthur Royal Mann THAYER, TFA Member, 1899 - 11 Aug 
    1998. 
Mabel (BRILL) THAYER, 1912 - 23 Aug 1998, Wife of 
    Clarence Edward Thayer. 
Orlo R. THAYER, 1918 - 25 Aug 1998, Brother of Frank L.  
    Thayer listed below. 
Jean Folsom THAYER, TFA Member, 1924 - 1 Sep 1998. 
Jennie Marie (THAYER) MONETTE, 1914 - 13 Sep 1998. 
Reginald Lewis THAYER, 1913 - 15 Sep 1998, Brother of 
    TFA Member, Harvey Lewis Thayer. 
Frank L. THAYER, 1913 - 15 Oct 1998, Brother of Orlo R. 
    Thayer listed above. 
Leo Eugene THAYER, 1903 - 28 Oct 1998, Uncle of TFA 
    Members Kathryn Thayer Rorabaugh and Bernadine Thayer  
    Hall; and Great Uncle of TFA Member, Patricia Thayer  
    Muno. 
Dorothy Alice THAYER, 1924 - 31 Oct 1998, Sister of TFA 
    Member, Charles Edward Thayer. 
Robert David THAYER, 1924 - Nov 1998, Son of Wales 
    Garcelon Thayer. 
Evelyn Dunham (BARNEY) THAYER, 1924 - 18 Nov 1998, 
    Wife of TFA Member, Garland Todd Thayer. 
Margaret Louise (THAYER) HAGREEN, 1912 - 19 Nov 1998. 
Helen Mae (THAYER) STAHL, 1923 - Dec 1998. 
Estella M. (THAYER) ROBERTSON, 1901 - 5 Dec 1998. 
Donald Arnold Thayer, 1944 - 9 Dec 1998, Brother of TFA 
    Member Keith Edward Thayer. 

Lawrence L. THAYER, 1905 - 13 Dec 1998, Son of Eugene  
    Aretus Thayer. 
 
(Please note: relationship to other members of TFA may have 
been inadvertently omitted.).  t 
 
 

Reminders…Reminders… 
From Patricia Thayer Muno 
TFA Genealogist/Historian 

 
    For all new members to the Association, and for those that 
have been procrastinating, The Genealogist/Historian, Patricia 
Thayer Muno, needs your family information.  There are 
several reasons for this, with all the new members, it is hard to 
tell who has and who has not sent information to me, and your 
data may provide clarification in my work, or provide missing 
data.  Please take a little bit of time and share your genealogical 
data with me.  Information may be sent via email or postal 
mail, at the addresses provided.  Many thanks, Tricia.  t 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
6885 SW 161 Place 
Beaverton, OR  97007-6336 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com  
 

From Rodney Lee Thayer 
Editor & TFA Webmaster 

 
    For all Family Representatives, please ensure I have an 
accurate email address or postal address listed on the TFA 
Website as a point of contact for a family line.  Keep in mind, 
that without an accurate, or working, email/postal address 
listed, people visiting the site will be unable to contact you, and 
we as an association will miss out on possible new information. 
If you have an email address, that is listed by itself on the 
Family Reps page, if you do not have email, then your postal 
address is listed (with permission).  I will list both addresses on 
request.  Updated information can be sent to me via email or 
postal mail at the address listed below.  Thanks in keeping the 
Thayer Families Association Website sunning smooth.  t 
 
The Thayer Quarterly 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 
PSC 473 Box 1837 
FPO, AP  96349-5555 
Email: thayer@genealogist.net 
 
 

Stories Needed!Stories Needed!  
 

    Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to maintain 
your newsletter.  Please consider sharing a Thayer related 
family with the rest of your family.  Submit completed stories 
to the Editor at the address listed on the back of this newsletter 
or email them.  Feeling timid?  Just send the information and I 
will write the article for you.  Editor  t 
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CONTACTING THE TFACONTACTING THE TFA  
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer: 

Thayer Families Association 
P.O. Box 12 

Braintree, MA 02185-0012 
Email: crt42@prodigy.net 

 
For membership issues, info, and address corrections, please 
write: 

R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. 
10 Quinley Way 

Waterford, CT 06385-4128 
Email: ClntThayer@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family Representative, 
please write: 

Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 

Hampton, VA 23669-1531 
Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

 
Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 

The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2000, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members.  Issues are mailed late in the month as 
follows: Winter (Feb); Spring (May); Summer (Aug); Fall 
(Nov).  Back issues are available from 1994 to present, some 
may be a photocopy.  Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each 
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA.  (TFA, P.O. 
Box 12, Braintree MA, 02185-0012)  A cumulative index, 
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the 
newsletter (prior to the current issue) is available for $10 to the 
above address. 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION:  Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested.  Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed.  Send typed articles to the 
address in the return address block of this page or email the 
editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file 
containing the article.  Your articles and submissions may be 
edited (respectfully) for length and readability.  Please provide 
sources, if applicable.  Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at 
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited 
to you.  Deadline for the Summer Issue is July 20th.  t 
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