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Eli Thayer (1833Eli Thayer (1833--1864)1864)  
by Arnold R. Thayer 

 
he following information is the transcription of a letter 
written by Eli Thayer to his brother, and the 
transcription of History of the Homestead that appears to 

have been written by Elsie Burgess. 
    The letter is in the wording that appeared on the original 
letter, bear with him as you read through it. Unknown words 
are marked with a tilde ~. Eli is the father of Myron Lee, 
unfortunately, Eli died in Libby Prison in 1864, in Richmond, 
Virginia during the Civil War. The letter was written before his 
capture. 
    The History of the Homestead is a short family history. It is 
also in original text, unknown words are marked with a tilde ~ 
as well. 
 

Eli Thayer Letter 
“Washington, D.C. 
Camp Copland Headquarters Capitol Hill, Dec 4th  /63 
Dear Brother, 
    “I received your letter tonight and was glad to hear that you 
was well these few lines find me well and hope these few lines 
find you the same. You must have nice weather there this 
winter you said there was no snow there now. There is no snow 
here nor no signs of any it is very cold here now and I expect it 
is there but not as cold as you have their it can’t think of being 
as cold but we have nothing to do and we feel the weather more 
than we would if we were there. 
    “I think you don’t keep you promise. You said you would 
answer my letter but I have to write a good many to get one. I 
hope you will answer this when you get it. You write that Mr. 
Crawford would like his pay. There is some about fifty dollars 
ready for him if it has gone there safe that I can’t tell for I have 
not had a answer from it. I sent it by express. I think there will 
be no danger of loosing it I will pay the debts as fast as I can 
get my pay. I have saved over 40 dollars I think I shall get 
some more soon but I can’t tell when.  
    “I received a letter from mother last night and they were all 
well. I have written one to them and will send them both.  
Together you can tell those that I owe that I will pay them as 
quick as quick as I can if they don’t crate me if they do I can’t 
what I may do for they can’t get anything till I come home and 
one year after that but I want to pay all my debts as fast as I can 
if I should fall on the battle field I don’t want to leave 
everything for Jane to settle but I have good hope of being to 

home before the summer is gone but I can’t tell when I shall 
get home. 
    “I wrote a letter to Mill’s folks last week it had been so long 
since you had written to me I wrote to him to find out whether 
you was dead or alive. I think you will build a wind mill if any 
more wind than mill there has been good many of that kind.  
Jane wrote to me that our ~ was not doing everything on my 
place right to me. All the particulars she said you was going to 
try and get it in your hands. Do the best you can for me and I 
will try and be satisfied on your part. Give my love to all ~ 
friends. Yours with respect.” 
Eli Thayer. 
 

History of the Homestead 1914 
    “As most of you know this old homestead at which our 
family meeting is being held today is one of which no one but 
some of our kin has ever held possession as Darius Thayer 
received it from the hands of Uncle Sam (1836) himself 
seventy eight years ago this summer when these united states of 
gov’t of our was still in its infancy and much not yet a state.  
The signature of Martin Van Buren eight pres of U.S.A appears 
on the deed.  
    “Mr. Thayer (our ancestor) whose memory I know is still 
beloved by the older people of the community with his wife 
and two little sons - Eli two years old and Seth only a baby - 
came to their new home from Bloomfield L.P. - now a two hr. 
pleasure trip - then a two days journey of what we would now 
think were hardships such as ~ a road and riding in a springless 
vehicle.   
    “A sturdy one room log cabin was soon built where the 
icehouse now stands and it was here that Emily, Ellen and 
Frank were ushered into being and their earliest childhood 
spent. The barn was put up soon after and the lower part of the 
frame is still doing duty but with a fresh covering. 
    “Whether times were unusually hard or whether he was just 
ambitious I do not know but at any rate the call of the Cal. gold 
fields proved so alluring that our ancestor joined a party and 
started for the west in 1850 driving the entire distance.  
Nothing was heard of him as there was no postal service until 
one day in 1853 the youngest sone who had been only 3 years 
old when he went away declared to his mother that “Pa was 
coming down the road” and tho his mother couldn’t believe it 
possible that he remembered how his father looked soon 
discovered what he was telling the truth and I suspect the old 
homestead never witnessed a more happy family reunion than 
the one which occurred at that moment. 
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    “Happily, his long trip and separation from his family had 
not been quite in vain as the house now standing here is mute 
evidence it having been built in the summer of 1854 and paid 
for from some of the proceeds of what were three years labor.  
    “It must be noted what during the years that had intervened 
since the making of the home nest in Groveland the children 
had been growing up and on the 4th of Nov 1855, Eli who 
seemed to feel that he was ready to leave the old homestead 
and take care not only of himself but also of one other became 
united in marriage with Jane Powell. It seemed that the strong 
attraction which the Thayers and Crosbys always had for each 
other had sprung into evidence before this as just a week from 
the date of his brothers matrimonial plunge Seth followed suit 
by taking Catherine Crosby for his holy mate. As he brought 
his bride to the old home this simply brought it a charming new 
member instead of robbing it of one of its former ones and it 
was there that their first child was born, Donna Jane Thayer 
was born on Aug 1856. 

    “Not long after this event they moved into a home of their 
own. 
    “The next to leave the family roof was Emily whose hand 
was claimed by Dexter Crosby on Sep 5, 1857. 
    “When the call to arms came during the civil war, Eli 
responded as a volunteer soldier and tho it did not actually 
remove another from the home itself it left a far greater void 
when news came that Eli could never return to it now but was 
numbered with the ~. Since that time Frank Thayer, youngest 
son of the homesteader, together with Roy and Alice have tried 
to keep of the old place a real home are are today glad indeed 
to welcome you all to it and will bid you “God speed” 
regretfully when night comes. When the night of our lives 
comes may we feel what it is only a glad home coming & 
reunion with those who have left before us. 
    “This address appears on the back of one sheet of this letter: 
Miss Elsie Burgess, 6004 Lapeer St., Flint, Mich. (Elsie is the 
daughter of Myrtle Thayer Burgess)” 
 
    Eli9 Thayer was born 21 Sept 1833 (Thomas1, Ferdinando2, 
Ebenezer3, Uriah4, Ebenezer5, Baruch6, William7, Darius8, Eli9) 
and married Jane Powell in 1855. They had one son, Myron 
Lee Thayer10.   
 
From the Assistant Genealogist: The Thayer Genealogy states 
Eli mustered in Co. B, 1st Michigan Mounted Riflemen, 27 Aug 
1862, was in the Battle of Gettysburg and others, was taken 
prisoner at Bucklin, Miss., 19 Oct 1863, was in hospital at 
Libby Prison, Richmond, VA, and died with ill treatment and 
chronic disrrhoea [sic], 9 Feb 1864. 
 
From the Editor: I thought it appropriate to include a brief 
history of Libby Prison, which was located in Richmond, 
Virginia during the Civil War.   
 
 

Libby PrisonLibby Prison  
courtesy of Come Visit the Civil War 

www.angelfire.com/ca/easylife/ 
 

n an isolated site in Richmond, VA, bordered by the 
James River and empty lots, stood Libby Prison, 
garnering - but perhaps not deserving - an infamous 

reputation second only to that of Andersonville Prison. 
Formerly the Libby & Son Ship Chandlers & Grocers, this 
three-story, 45,000 square foot brick building saw 125,000 
Union officers, but no enlisted men, pass through its doors 
before May 1864. 
    By 1863 men were sleeping in squads, lined up on their sides 
to save space, turning only on the order of an elected leader.  
Prisoners complained of short rations, cold, and lice, yet many 
were able to buy extra provisions and receive packages from 
home. Black servants (captured Northerners) served the white 
officers, and there was running water and even primitive flush 
toilets.  
    Still, inmates’ letters fueled Northern reports of inhumane 
conditions, especially after sentries were ordered to shoot 
anyone appearing at the windows, and hundreds of pounds of 

O

Figure 1: front row seated-David Eli Thayer b. 1890 
second row-Hattie McIntyre Thayer b. 1860 
on her lap-Lawrence Horace Thayer b. 1900 (Arnold R. 
Thayer is his son and the one who sent me the info) 
second row-Myron Lee Thayer b.1856 
on his lap-Pheobe Jane b. 1896 
third row-Addie Thayer b. 1879 
third row center-George Thayer b. 1887 
third row-Wallace Irving Thayer b. 1882 
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gunpowder were ominously placed in the cellar following a 
mass escape early in 1864.  
    Confederate authorities tried to head off negative opinion by 
inviting in outside observers. They reported plentiful books, 
games of whist, and classes in Greek. Effusive comments filled 
the press such as, “I ...found it kept scrupulously clean and well 
ventilated. There was not a bad smell about the place....” and “a 
picture of profusion met the eye. The rafters were thickly hung 
with hams of bacon and venison, beef tongues, bologna 
sausage, dried fish, and other substantials....” Libby’s notoriety 
survived the war, and in 1889 the building was dismantled and 
re-erected in Chicago as a tourist attraction.  
    Today only a plaque marks the original site of Libby Prison 
in Richmond. In Chicago, only a small wall of Libby bricks, an 
original door, and a handful of prisoners’ artifacts remain 
inside the Chicago Historical Society to document the prison’s 
reincarnation as America’s most unusual Civil War memorial.  
t 
 

Gordon Nutter ThayerGordon Nutter Thayer  
October 6, 1908 - September 8, 1997 

by G. David Thayer 
 

ordon Nutter11 Thayer (Gordon Gerald10, Stephen 
Howard9-8, Stephen7, Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-

1) was born in Delta, Colorado on the sixth day of 
October Anno Domini 1908. He was the first and only son born 
to Gordon Gerald Thayer and Bertha Irene Nutter. From the 
very beginning he demonstrated both a serious nature and an 
active, inquiring mind. Many years ago when I presented him 
with a color print of a Kodachrome I had taken of the Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison, he recognized it immediately and told 
me how as a boy he had ridden his horse up that canyon and 
panned for gold in the waters of the Gunnison River that course 
through it. When Gordon was two and a half years old, he was 
joined by a baby sister, Kathleen. Pictures taken with his sister 

show him looking solemn and taking a protective stance toward 
little Kathleen. 
    When Gordon was about five years old, the family moved to  
Yonkers, New York where they lived for several years with 
Gerald’s father* at 12 Windsor Terrace - known within the 
family as “Windsor Castle.” A photo postcard mailed by Bertha 
to her sister, Stella Fairlamb, postmarked 27 Feb 1914 shows 
Gordon and Kathleen playing in over a foot of snow in front of 
the house. Bertha’s note tells of their “first real snow and what 
fun the youngsters had.” Another photo postcard mailed 12 Oct 
1914 shows Gordon with a kite in his hands. Bertha’s note 
reads: “Gordon loves kites and can almost make a successful 
one alone. He hasn’t lost any teeth yet but I suppose will any 
time now. He has such cunning tiny teeth. I dread having them 
go.” 
    Census day in 1920 found Gordon’s family still living in 
Yonkers. Shortly thereafter Gerald procured work as a tax 
adjuster with the Delaware, Lackawanna, and Western railroad 
(known affectionately by its passengers as “The Delay, Linger, 
& Wait”) in New Jersey. On 12 Oct 1920 the family moved to a 
house at 69 North Fullerton Avenue in Montclair, New Jersey. 
There, Gordon just turned twelve, met a boy named Joseph 
Rutledge, and they quickly became friends. His new friend had 
a crystal-controlled radio receiver. As Gordon recalled many 
years later, “I was fascinated by this new technology the first 

G 

Figure 2: Libby Prison during the Civil War 

Figure 3: Gordon Nutter Thayer, 1908-1997 
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time I saw it.” This was to be a pivotal event in his life. 
    Gordon’s inquiring mind occasionally proved too much of a 
temptation for his own good (wow, does that sound familiar!). 
Once, while still a young fellow, he shot his little sister in the 
leg with his BB gun. He said he did this “to see what would 
happen.” We may suspect that what happened was doubtless a 
lot more than he had bargained for! Then again, one Halloween 
while on the sidewalk in front of his house he peered down at a 
candle he was carrying and caught his hair on fire. By the time 
his frantic mother got there he had put the flames out himself. 
    As he grew older Gordon found his relationship with his 
father changing. While in high school he once remarked to Joe 
Rutledge, “The old man is getting a lot more reasonable these 
days.” Some things never change! 
    His parents were determined to give this bright young fellow 
a college education, so Bertha went to work scrubbing floors to 
earn the extra money needed to pay for Gordon’s tuition at 
Stevens Institute of Technology (in Hoboken, at the terminus of 
the DL&W lines). In 1929 Gordon got a summer job working 
for the American Telephone & Telegraph company (AT&T), 
which set the stage for his later career. 
    Meanwhile, Gordon had become enamored of a young lady 
named Doris Margaret Nicholas who lived with her mother, 
Augusta, just down the street in an apartment house at 47 North 
Fullerton Avenue. His friend Joe Rutledge became equally 
attached to Gordon’s sister, Kathleen. The two couples went 
everywhere together, and literally dozens of photographs of the 
foursome still exist today. 
    In 1930 Gordon graduated from Stevens with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Electrical Engineering and got a job with the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories, a division of AT&T, as a member of 
the technical staff. His friend Joe, who did not go to college, 
was working for the Allen B. DuMont Laboratories in Clifton, 
New Jersey (DuMont was a pioneer in the electronics industry - 
in 1951 they made the first 30-inch television picture tube). 
Gordon and Joe decided that the time was ripe to propose 
marriage to their girlfriends and made a pact that each would 
spring the question on the same night, which they did. Doris 
said “yes”; Kathleen said “no.” Doris and Gordon were married 
on January 16, 1931 in a Congregational Church in Montclair. 
They moved into an apartment at 189 Liberty Street in 
Bloomfield, New Jersey. 
    On October 24, 1931 a son they named Gordon David was 
born, after which they moved into a second-floor walkup at 156 
Orange Street in Bloomfield. In 1933 Doris became pregnant 
again, so the little family moved to a first-floor apartment in a 
house at 212 Hillside Avenue in Glen Ridge. To be sure, this 
was in the low-rent district, but it was in Glen Ridge - a nice 
middle-class town. On January 21, 1934 a second son was born 
whom they named Richard (they didn’t know it, but this made 
him an exact namesake of our immigrant progenitor, Richard 
Thayer the shoemaker, who came to America in 1640). Gordon 

now became “Daddy,” and later on, “Dad” or “Pop.” 
    Gordon’s career with Bell Labs began inauspiciously. As he 
told it, “When I was hired, my salary was $35 a week. But they 
said, ‘Don’t worry - in a year you’ll be making $50 a week.’ 
Well, after a year they gave me a choice: take a cut to $25 a 
week or no job. That was an easy decision to make!” This was 
in 1931 and the country - indeed, the whole world - was 
sinking into the depths of the Great Depression. Twenty-five 
dollars doesn’t sound like much today, but back then you could 
buy a pound of hamburger or a loaf of bread for a dime, and a 
pound of steak for two bits. First class postage was two cents. 
In those days if you made $100 a week you were on easy street. 
Despite his salary woes, however, Gordon made steady 
progress in his job. After working for seven years on circuit 
designs for mobile radio receivers he was promoted to 
Supervisor in the radio receiver (and later, radar) circuit design 
section in 1937. 
    In November 1938 tragedy struck when Gordon’s father, 
Gerald, died from stomach cancer. He was a great guy and was 
dearly loved by us children. I can still remember him waving 
bravely to my brother and me from a window in Mountainside 
Hospital in Glen Ridge. We took his passing quite hard. 
Meanwhile, Gordon and Doris had rented a house at 61 High 
Street in Glen Ridge, only a block away from the Hillside 
Avenue house, where there was room for Bertha and Kathleen 
to move in with us - Gerald’s passing left them in rather severe 
financial straits. 
    Gordon’s earnings with Bell Labs continued to improve. I 
remember one Saturday in 1939 when he left for several hours 
and returned driving a 1938 Buick Century. “Look what I 
bought!” he announced. A moment later Doris flew out the 
door, “Gordon!” she exclaimed, “You didn’t!” It was the first of 
what was to be a long succession of Buicks. To this day I don’t 
know whether he became sold on them because of his 
experience with that ’38 Century or whether he simply believed 
they represented solid middle-class status. 
    In 1940 Doris became pregnant again. This, she announced, 
would be her last child, since “the doctor told me this had 
better be my swan song.” A daughter, Linda Carol, was born on 
March 10, 1941. Shortly afterwards Bertha and Kathleen 
moved to New York City. Gordon showed up one Saturday 
with another car, a 1940 Buick Special four-door. Doris was 
just as surprised by this purchase as she had been by the 1938 
Buick. In the summer of 1941 we moved to a house at 2 Inness 
Place in Glen Ridge. The first weekend in December we were 
returning from one of our traditional Sunday afternoon drives, 
and Gordon was preparing to turn into our driveway. He had 
signaled his turn and was waiting for an oncoming car to pass 
by. At that precise instant the news of the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor came over the car radio. Dad said “Holy Smoke!” 
and stayed where he was for a few moments, nonplused. 
Richard and I were impressed - it took one hell of a shock to 
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stop our father in his tracks like that. 
    During the war the Shakletons, who owned the property at 2 
Inness Place, decided to sell the house. They were asking 
$9,200. Gordon called Mr. Shakleton, who was in Ithaca, New 
York, and offered him $9,000 without success. It was 
impossible to find housing with the war on, so Gordon and 
Doris bought the house at the asking price. 
    Gordon worked very hard during the war. His background in 
radar work made him a logical choice when he was promoted 
to a Sub-Department Head in charge of airborne radar 
development in 1944. His pioneering work in this field led to 
his being elected a Fellow of the Institute of Radio Engineers 
(I.R.E., now the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers or IEEE) about 1947. He was, however, always 
capable of thoroughly relaxing. Beginning in 1945 he began 
taking us on three-week vacations to Beach Haven Gardens, on 
Long Beach Island, New Jersey. 
    In 1945 Gordon was promoted to Project Engineer at Bell 
Labs and given responsibility for developing the New York to 
Boston Microwave Radio Relay System. Completed in 1949, 
this project firmly established the use of broadband microwave 
radio for transmission of voice and television by the Bell 
System. With this accomplishment Gordon’s career really took 
off. In 1949 he was promoted to Assistant Director of 
Transmission Development for the Bell Labs. In 1951 he was 
made Director of Transmission Development. The next year he 
was named as Vice President, Military Projects for the Bell 
Labs. The following year, 1953, he was elected Vice President, 
Systems Engineering, Transmission Development, and 
Switching Development. During this period I chanced to dance 
at a USO club with a young woman who said she worked at 
Bell Labs. When I told her my father worked there too, she 
replied, “Not G. N. Thayer!” - saying his name as one would 
pronounce the name of a deity. His reputation was obviously 
formidable. As my brother Richard metaphorically remarked 
recently, “He was a killer!” 
    Late in 1953 Gordon was named Chief Engineer of AT&T. 
The same year he and Doris realized a long-held dream when 
they moved into a custom-built house at 167 Tennyson Drive in 
Short Hills, New Jersey. They lived there until 1957, when 
Gordon was named as Vice President of Operations for the 
Ohio Bell Telephone Company. 
    Gordon and his family pulled up stakes and moved to the 
suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio. After two years of straightening 
things out at Ohio Bell (surely he was sent there as a trouble-
shooter!), Gordon was called back to AT&T corporate 
headquarters as Vice President for Marketing. The following 
year he was named Vice President of Operations for AT&T. In 
1963 he was promoted to Vice President for Planning at AT&T. 
Three years later, in 1966, Gordon was named Vice President, 
Business Information Systems Programs for AT&T. 
    In 1967 Gordon was sent back to the Bell Labs and given his 

final position as Executive Vice President, Business 
Information Systems Programs. He held this position until his 
retirement in 1973. Among many other projects that he 
supervised while working in the Bell System were the first 
coast-to-coast radio relay system and the Key West to Havana 
submarine cable. His career was truly illustrious. Gordon’s 
mother, Bertha, lived long enough to enjoy his 
accomplishments, passing away in April 1973 shortly before he 
retired. How proud she must have been of her only son! 
    It would be a mistake, however, to assume that Gordon was 
all work and no play. He had a great sense of humor and 
enjoyed a good party as much as the next guy. He must have 
relished the works of Lewis Carroll, for when I was young he 
was fond of quoting from them. For instance, he could recite 
the Alice in Wonderland poem about Father William by heart, 
from the first line - “‘You are old, Father William,’ the young 
man said, / ‘And your hair has become very white’” - to the last 
- “Be off, or I’ll kick you downstairs!” Another of his favorites 
was “The Walrus and the Carpenter” from Through the 
Looking-Glass, and he frequently quoted the lines “‘The time 
has come,’ the Walrus said, / ‘To talk of many things: / Of 
shoes - and ships - and sealing wax -  / And cabbages - and 
kings -  / And why the sea is boiling hot -  / And whether pigs 
have wings.’” (I didn’t need to look this up - I still remember 
the words from hearing them as a youth.)  
    Gordon also used some colorful language. His favorite way 
of describing something going at a snail’s pace was “slower 
than molasses running uphill on a cold day in January”; to 
describe something that worked well, “slick as a whistle.” His 
favorite dictum was “Think about it!” He was fond of calling 
nasturtiums “nasty urchins.” His usual expletive when children 
were present was “Holy smoke!” He once called the aerator in 
my brother’s tropical fish tank an “automatic farting machine.” 
Another of Dad’s favorites when I was little was this bit of 
Spooneristic doggerel: 
    Once there was a Molicepan saw a biddle lum, 
    Sitting on the Sturbing cone, chewing gubber rum. 
    “Mmmm,” said the Molicepan, “won’t you sive me gum?” 
    “Not by a sam dight!” said the biddle lum. 
(I liked this so well that I repeated it to my own children. My 
younger daughter, Laura Lee, grew so fond of it that for years 
she wouldn’t go to sleep unless I told her “the molicepan story” 
when I tucked her in bed. Laura in turn told it to her son, 
Edward. Thus are the ways of the father passed on to his 
children and his children’s children…) 
    In addition to his other achievements, Gordon was also a 
fairly accomplished musician. He played the piano well, and - 
when I was very young - the violin. He and Doris would 
sometimes play duets, he on the violin, she on the piano. I can 
still remember the two of them playing “All the Little Waves 
Have Their Nightcaps On” just before my bedtime at Hillside 
Avenue. I can also remember Dad tap-dancing on the wooden 
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floor in the dining room there. 
    Gordon thoroughly enjoyed our vacations at the shore. He 
was a strong swimmer and liked to challenge the surf when the 
waves were strong. Occasionally he would take us boys 
fishing, and once he took us for a sailboat ride on Great South 
Bay while we were staying at Fire Island. One night during one 
of our vacations at Long Beach Island he took Richard and me 
skinny-dipping in the Atlantic Ocean. Before going into the 
water he admonished us, “Now be careful! We wouldn’t want 
to shock any young ladies who might be out on the beach.” 
    Dad also warned us about the danger of rip tides. Rip tides 
occur when strong waves pile water up on a beach until it 
suddenly escapes by running rapidly out to sea in a narrow 
current. Once he called Richard and me to see one and told us, 
“That’s a rip tide and they’re very fast. If you ever get caught in 
one, don’t lose your head! Swim parallel to the beach, and 
you’ll be out of it in no time. People who try to swim back to 
the beach against a rip tide usually drown.” 
    Notwithstanding his often stern demeanor, Gordon was a 
generous person. Once when I was a young adult I came upon 
him discussing with Doris whether they should give some 
money to one of my siblings. He was arguing for; she, against. 
Seeing the quizzical expression on my face, he turned to me 
and said, “This surprises you, doesn’t it!” 
    Despite his seemingly robust physical condition and his 
admittedly indomitable will, Gordon was plagued for much of 
his life with various health problems. In the fall of 1946 he 
contracted Reiter’s disease (now called Reiter’s syndrome). 
Reiter’s syndrome is a trilogy of arthritis, conjunctivitis, and 
urethritis. His was a truly malignant case. It began with severe 
conjunctivitis. After two weeks he got urethritis. A week later 
the arthritis struck and quickly became severe. After a few days 
he became so stiff and sore he had to go to bed. The doctor was 
summoned and quickly had him admitted to Mountainside 
hospital. He came close to dying. An expert who was called in, 
believing that Reiter’s was caused by a tropical virus, decided 
to burn it out of him. He had Gordon injected with typhoid 
fever bacilli, causing him to run a fever of 106° for about 24 
hours. At that point they gave him some kind of antibiotic 
(probably penicillin), which cured the typhoid fever. When 
Gordon’s fever subsided, the Reiter’s syndrome was gone. 
Years later he called it “a miraculous cure.” The illness left him 
in such a weakened condition that he was forced to convalesce 
at home for about six months before returning to work at Bell 
Labs. He took up oils “for something to do” and produced 
many beautiful paintings. Sadly, after resuming work he never 
painted again. 
    After his convalescence Gordon discovered that he could no 
longer play tennis, so he took up golf. Later, he and Doris 
became lifetime members of the Canoe Brook Country Club in 
Short Hills, New Jersey. After Gordon’s retirement in 1973 the 
two of them had many happy times together playing golf at 

courses all over the country. 
    In the 1950s Gordon developed calcium deposits in his 
joints, which caused him excruciating pain at times. These 
were finally “burned out” with radiation treatments. In his later 
years he was bothered by a painful right leg. After much 
fruitless medical treatment his doctors finally discovered that 
the pain was caused by a malignant tumor in his knee. The leg 
had to be amputated. Losing a leg did not, however, stop 
Gordon Thayer. He got himself a little electric cart, which he 
drove all over Short Hills and Longboat Key near Sarasota, 
Florida, where he and Doris had a condo and spent their 
winters. Friends would often report having seen him miles from 
home in that electric buggy. 
    As a final physical affront, Gordon suffered from severe 
macular degeneration in his last few years. He did not let that 
stop him, either, nor did he complain about his physical 
problems. His wife, Doris, often remarked that she had no idea 
how he was able to endure all these things without 
complaining. He was truly one of a kind. 
    But none of us, no matter how strong we are or imagine that 
we are, can defeat every foe we encounter. For Gordon, the 
congestive cardiomyopathy that claimed his life the evening of 
September 8, Anno Domini 1997, was one enemy even he 
could not vanquish. Thankfully, for a man who was during 
much of his life a sort of mental raging bull, he went as 
peacefully as a lamb. 
    He will never be forgotten. 
 
Gordon’s grandmother, the former Anna Fraser Thurber, had 
passed away when he was one year old.  t 
 
 

Thayer Inn, Littleton, NH, Thayer Inn, Littleton, NH,   
18 June 200018 June 2000  

courtesy of Don and Carolyn Lambert, Innkeepers 
Main Street, Littleton, NH 03561 

603-444-6469  1-800-634-8179 (Cont. US & Canada) 
www.thayersinn.com 

 
(Littleton?) Journal 19 Feb 1886: 

 
The White Mountains 

    The following interesting article appeared in the Boston 
Herald  in its issue of July 11th, and we reproduce it for the 
benefit of our readers: 
    Mr. Henry L. Thayer, senior proprietor of Thayer’s Hotel at 
Littleton, is the oldest landlord in the White Mountains, and for 
more than a generation has had the reputation of keeping one of 
the best country hotels in New England - which means the 
equal of any in the country. 
    “I have kept this house near 36 years,” said Mr. Thayer in 
conversation the other day; “I built it in 1849.” 
    “You must be the oldest hotel keeping in the state?” 
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    “I guess I am the oldest who has kept one house right 
along. Maj. Smith at Wentworth has kept hotels more years 
than I have. I was born in Keene,” Mr. Thayer continued, “and 

shall be 68 years old the 10th of next October. I worked on a 
farm till I was 19. I used to go down to Boston with my father, 
who was a drover, and lived in Waitsfield, Washington county 
Vt. We used to drive the cattle 200 miles to Boston. Once when 
we were in the city I persuaded my father to let me stay there, 
and I went to work for Joshua Atwood, who kept an oyster 
shop on Bromfield street. I was only 17 then, and it was my 
first time away from home alone. It wasn’t but a few days 
before I got dreadful homesick, and finally nothing would do 
but I must go home, so off I started, afoot and alone. A man 
who was going my way gave me a ride of 30 miles in his 
carryall, but that was the only ride I had in the 200 miles. I 
made the first hundred miles in two days, and the last hundred 
miles in two days and a half. As soon as I got into Vermont I 
struck snow.  Father’s place in Waitsfield was over Roxbury 
mountain and for six miles of the mountain beyond the last 
house there was a track - the snow was above my knees. I took 
it pretty easy up the mountain; every step I saw a 
catamount. There had been a catamount killed on the mountain 
when I was a little boy and I kept thinking I saw one. At last, 
when I got to the top, I sung out, ‘Come on bull, bear or devil, 
you can’t catch me,’ and down the hill I went. You see there 
couldn’t any bear catch me, for they can’t run down hill. I ran I 
guess four miles, and got into my father’s dooryard just at 
dusk. I found the old gentleman splitting wood. He wasn’t 
expecting me, of course, but he was glad enough to see 
me. That was 51 years ago last fall, and it was all I wanted of 
Boston. When I was 19 I went to work in the old Pavilion Hotel 
at  
Montpelier. I always had a notion of keeping a hotel, but I went 
into trade first. Webster used to sayd that his masterpiece was 
digging potatoes; my masterpiece was keeping a store. I never 
served a day’s time in any store but my own. I had just sold out 
a store in Danville, VT., in 1841, when I heard of a chance here 
in Littleton, so I came over and started a general country store 

right next door here. Did you ever see one of my 
advertisements?” and Mr. Thayer took from his desk a handbill 
showing signs of age, and carefully mounted on cardboard for 
preservation. I announced that “Henry L. Thayer would open a 

new and 
extensive stock 
of choice good,” 
which was 
catalogued at 
some length, and 
it bore the date of 
October, 1844. 
    “Those goods 
were all hauled 
from Boston by 

eight-horse 
teams, and the 
freight was $1.50 
a hundred.  Now 
such things are 
brought by the 
Boston & Lowell 
for 40 cents.  
When there was 
sledding, they 
charged $1.25. I 
was in trade here 
altogether 10 

years, keeping my store a whilce a while after I started the 
hotel.” 
    “When did the White Mountain business begin to amount to 
anything?” I asked. 
    “Well, when I first came here a two horse wagon would do 
all the buiness between here and the Lafayette House, that 
stood where the Profile House is. Then between here and the 
old Fabyan House they would run a four horse wagon - and 
sometimes in the height of travel a coach - one trip a day each 
way,  
out to the Fabyan in the morning and back at night.” 
    “What year did the railroad reach here?” 
    “In 1852, I believe, and it increased thye trade very much.” 
    “Did Webster ever come here?” 
    “No, I used to hear of his being at the mountians, but he 
must have come up by way of Conway.  Franklin Pierce came 
here a good many times; then we have had Gen. Grant, Gen. 
McClellan, Horace Greeley, Senator John P. Hale, ex-Gov. 
Harriman, and lots of prominent people that I don’t 
remember. Mr. Beals of the Boston Post - now dead - has been 
here, and Col. Green of the same papers.”  
 

Various Information 
    Stereopticon (double) picture of a stage coach full of 
“travelers,” entitled: “4582. Homeward Bound from Vacation.” 
    Small Pamphlet (one page): “Historic Thayers Hotel 
w/drawing, An Original New England Colonial Inn of the 
White Mountains. Founded in 1843 Littleton, New Hampshire. 

 
Newspaper article, 29 June, 1911 

Goes To Wild West Show. 

Figure 4: Thayer Inn, Littleton, NH 

Figure 5: Henry Lowell Thayer 
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Old Thayer’s Hotel Stage Coach sold by I.E. Richardson. 
“Littleton’s contribution to the numerous wonders of the the 
[sic] world that are to be found in Buffalo Bill’s Wild and 
Woolly West show is an ancient stage coach, once owned by 
Frank Thayer and driven for 50 years between Thayer’s hotel 
and the station. As many of the present inhabitants may 
remember, that well known and beloved landlord was an artist 
and in more than one sense of the word, and his artistic 
temperament induced him to purchase this highly ornamented 
vehicle, that for years was a veritable landmark at the old 
station. The purchase price was $1400, and never was money 
more wisely invested. It is said that traveling men were 
accustomed to pay visits to Littleton simply for the privilege of 
riding in this gorgeous coach. When I.C. Richardson bought the 
Thayer property the coach passed into his hands.  Believing 
that the famous four-wheeler deserved to spend its last days in 
the most illustrious company possible, Mr. Richard kindly 
offered to sell the same to Buffalo Bill and his tribe of warriors, 
fat ladies, Salome dancers, etc. The long haired-cowboy 
jumped at the chance to procure this famed vehicle, and now 
the blood-curdling yell of the warrior instead of the merry quip 
of the salesman keeps it company as it rolls on its riotous 
journeys.” 
 
From the Assistant Genealogist: Henry Lowell Thayer was 
born 10 Oct 1817 in Keene, Cheshire Co. NH, the son of 
Daniel M. Thayer & Lydia Holbrook, he died 20 Mar 1892 in 
Littleton, Grafton Co. NH; on 19 May 1839 in Littleton NH he 
married Mary Ann Chase born 14 Feb 1819 Holderness, 
Grafton Co. NH, the daughter of William Case. They were 
married by Elder Kelly. She died 11 Nov 1889 in Littleton. His 
line is Henry L.7, Daniel M.6, Daniel5, Samuel4, Isaac3, 
Ferdinando2, and Thomas1. Henry Lowell Thayer’s grandfather 
Daniel Thayer was a Revolutionary soldier. 
 
From Jerry & Judy Thayer: From the Historic 1843 Thayers 
Inn, Littleton, NH - which is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Sites. The Inn has all the ambiance of mid to late 19th 
Century elegance, with modern conveniences (en suit bath, TV, 
A/C, phone) and, importantly, good beds! The only drawback 
is that there are no elevators for the four floors. Oh yes, 
towering over the Inn is a cupola, from which there is a 360° 
view of the mountains, town and surrounding area. There is 
also a room decorated in the mode 1843 to depict what the 
traveler of the era would enjoy. We spent a very enjoyable 
evening here. Jerry and our Innkeeper, Mr. Don Lambert, 
“solved” things Thayer (i.e., the actual history of Henry Lowell 
Thayer, who was a nephew of Jerry’s 3rd great-grandparents, 
Charles and his wife, and actually a very distant cousin of 
mine, Mehitable [Brown] Thayer.) 
    Mr. Lambert was quite interested in and intrigued by the 
interest of TFA-ers in the Inn. On behalf of the  TFA, I 
presented the Lamberts w/a TFA Patch and Window Sticker. 
 
From David Stanley Thayer:  My 3rd great-grandfather, Austin 
Ward Thayer, was the lead carpenter during the construction of 
the Thayer Hotel in Littleton.  t  

 

  

TFA Representative’s ReportTFA Representative’s Report 
by Judith L. Young-Thayer, TFA-Treasurer 

 
erry and I spent the weekend w/Garland Thayer’s family 
group at Abingdon, VA. There must have been about 100 
there, and quite a few little Thayers - the youngest is 3 

months! The shared Thayer physical characteristics were just 
amazing! So much so, that Jennifer Leigh Thayer (daughter of 
Garland Thayer’s son David - more about him in a moment) 
ran up to Jerry, hugged his leg and said, “Hi, Grampa!” Then 
she looked again, and again - on the third HARD look, she 
realized that Jerry was not Garland. It really didn’t seem to faze 
her a bit. Having Garland’s wife, Jean, nearby probably 
reassured Jennifer. Jerry was delighted. 
    Garland’s sister, Ellaree Thayer, remarked several times how 
much (especially in profile) Jerry resembled her brother, Jim. 
    A real and rare treat was the huge country dinner that Ellaree 
prepared - wood cook stove, no less! - for us on Saturday 
afternoon. We met several of Garland and Ellaree’s immediate 
family, and had a lovely visit after dinner. We also toured the 
“home place” that Garland’s grandfather had built, and where 
Ellaree still makes her home. The flowers, garden and 
mountain surroundings were just lovely! 
    Saturday evening, with Garland and Jean, we had the 
pleasure of attending the Barter Theater’s excellent production 
of “My Fair Lady.” The Barter Theater is a fixture in Abingdon 
- founded by actors during Depression Days, they exchanged/ 
bartered food for tickets to their productions. The Theater is 
now the Virginia State Theater. 
    Sunday, of course, the Thayer Reunion was held. It was well 
organized, and Garland had extensive charts delineating the 
descent of the different families from Thomas thru the current 
generations of Thayers. Impressive! After a sumptuous meal 
provided by attending members, the meeting began. 
    I was very impressed with several parts of the program - a 
touching memorial for deceased Thayers of their lineage, 
presented by Garland’s brother, Donald Thayer. They used the 
litany, which the West Point Chaplain used for the Memorial 
Service.   
    Kevin Thayer (son of Donald) presented a report on the 
Thayer Wagon Co. of Abingdon, VA (ca 1900-1930); Kevin 
has bits and pieces of an old Thayer wagon, and is going to 
built a reproduction, using any of the original parts that he’s 
able to salvage. 
    Garland’s nephew, Mark Orfield, reported on their family’s 
attendance at TFA’s Y2K. He was IMPRESSED with the 
meeting, and with West Point, of course. He complimented 
TFA on the Memorial Service w/Color Guard, military salute, 
laying of the wreathe, as well as the bus tours with West Point 
Tours. 
    David Thayer (son of Garland) made an excellent 
presentation on a long rifle, ammo pouch, and sword, which 
has been in their family since about the Civil War. David wore 
a reproduction Union uniform, because his research seems to 
suggest that his 2nd great-grandfather, James, may have been in 
the Union Army.... The sword is a senior Army officer’s, with 
metal scabbard, both in excellent condition. The scabbard has 
some dings and dents, but otherwise in good condition. The 
rifle is a Conestoga long rifle, with a stock of burled walnut; it 

J
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may date from ca 1840. The original wooden ramrod is in 
place. According to the appraiser, less than 10% of original 
wooden ramrods have survived.  The rifle is in beautiful 
condition. Family lore has it that Garland’s grandfather 
(Jamerson) shot a turkey with that rifle. Also surviving is the 
leather ammo pouch, in very good condition. David is of the 
opinion that James may have fought for the Union, regardless 
of his VA residence.   
    Jerry has suggested an alternate idea - that the long rifle, 
sword and ammo pouch may have been “souvenirs,” picked up 
after a battle. After all, at the Battle of Bull Run, the Yankees 
actually dropped their weapons and “ran” from the battlefield 
back toward Wash. DC. There would be no explaining why a  
common soldier would have an “issue” rifle (even if a bit better 
than a common rifle) AND an officer’s sword, which really 
looks like a ceremonial sword rather than a “service” 
weapon. An officer would not have had a long rifle (used 
mainly by sharpshooters), but rather a pistol. 
    At any rate, suggestions that Jerry made may prompt David 
to try to research their great-grandfather’s involvement (if any) 
in the Civil War. 
    Jerry and I were introduced, and made brief presentations 
about TFA. Jerry, of course, offered to help anyone interested 
in the lineage, and had his laptop “at the ready!” I spoke about 
TFA, the plans to publish TFA books, and encouraged anyone 
to send along articles for the TQ. I also invited all to join, and 
help TFA grow. 
    We had a wonderful weekend, and look forward to attending 
more Thayer Reunions as TFA’s Roving Ambassadors!  Judy. 
Judith L. Young-Thayer 
TFA-Treasurer 
Hampton, VA  t 
 
 

Thayer Family Association ReunionThayer Family Association Reunion  
 

he 103rd Annual Reunion of the Thayer Family 
Association of Lower Canada-East & Vermont was held 
at Prouty Park Beach in Newport, Vermont on the 6th 

day of August, 2000. 
    Approximately eighty (80) members were in attendance. 
Following the arrival of guests, Bertha and Walter Smithers 

sang the doxology as 
grace before everyone 
tasted all the goodies of a 
great smorgasbord that 
seemed to meld together 
to tempt everyone’s taste 
buds. 
    The association 
meeting was called to 
order by the American 
President, Lynn Thayer, 

who had a welcome for everyone. The Secretary-Treasurer 
reports were then read and placed on file. 
    David S. Thayer, Newsletter Editor, updated the group on 
the problem of lack of information for the Newsletter and urged 
all to contribute for future issues. He also affirmed that his 
book on Nathaniel Thayer-The Immigrant was still available 

but if anyone wished to buy a copy, each one was done upon 
request so that the very latest information was in it. The 
question of T-Shirt availability was also raised and Dave 
informed the members that since there is a initial $150 service 
fee plus the cost of the shirts, firm orders for at least 50 shirts 
in advance was necessary to order them. 
    A request by Lynn was followed by a “moment of silence” 
in remembrance for those family members who were deceased 
in the previous year. Following this gesture of respect, the 
President also acknowledged the time and effort that our 
Canadian Secretary, Wendy Whitcher, has put into the job and 
informed members that she had declined the invitation to 
continue in that capacity due to a promotion in her company to 
Vice-President; a promotion that leaves her little time for the 
association position. 
    One of the highlights of this year’s reunion featured the 
family of Bertha (Thayer) Webb Nichols Smithers. Eight of her 
ten children with their families were present. They came from 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario, Quebec, North 
Carolina & Florida. There was a total of twenty-nine in her 
immediate family attending. 
    The officers for the coming year remain the same except for 
the vacancy left by Wendy’s departure from her position. A 
new Canadian Secretary will be named in the near future. 
Family statistics were reported as follows:  
DEATHS:    Donald Asa Thayer on Nov. 25, 1999, 

Bradley Charles Thayer on March 13, 1999 
and Aivars Perkons on Dec. 23, 1999.   

BIRTHS: Kira Joan Nichols on Oct. 15, 1999, daughter 
of Brian & Kim Nichols; Abigail Nicole 
Whitcher born Dec. 6, 1999, daughter of 
Gary & Laura Whitcher; and Abigail Rose 
Thayer born June 17, 2000, daughter of Alan 
& Mamie Thayer. 

MARRIAGES:  Robert Asa Thayer to Kerry Gibbons on July 
11, 1999 
Charles Arthur Thayer to Leslie Eggers on 
May 15, 2000 
Benjamin Cargill to Hannah Whitcomb on 
July 1, 2000 
William Albert Webb to Patricia Dubisoff on 
July 28, 2000 
Lisa Thayer to Kevin Charles Jenkins on 
Aug. 5, 2000 

ANNIVERSARIES: Leon & Katherine White - 61 years 
Merton & Verna Thayer - 60 years 
Rupert & Gilda Clark - 48 years 
Donald & Kathy Thayer - 40 years 

   David & Betty Thayer - 39 years. 
    Special acknowledgment for the person who traveled the 
furthest was given to Jack Webb of British Columbia, 3300 
miles. 
    It was agreed that the reunion for next year will be at Prouty 
Park on August 5, 2001. The 50/50 raffle held after the 
business meeting was won by Dick Brown of Sykesville, 
Maryland. Dick graciously donated his winning back to the 
general treasury fund. 
    Submitted by: Secretary/Treasurer Dot (Thayer) Morey.  t 
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Thayer, MichiganThayer, Michigan  
by Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
y interest in this place was started while doing 
queries on the Internet for place names. I came across 
Thayer, Michigan, supposedly located in the western 

side of the Upper Peninsula of the state, on a state mapping 
engine. I printed several of the maps on different scales, and on 
19 February, set out with my parents along for the ride, to 
locate this place. 
    Now for all the readers of the newsletter who are from 
Michigan, you probably never heard of a town named Thayer.  
Well, neither have I, and I lived in the Upper Peninsula from 
1976 to 1985. 
    With a lot of driving, and verifying the maps via land marks, 
we arrived at the spot, where apparently there used to be a 
Thayer, Michigan. The maps from the Internet have Thayer 
located at the intersection of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railroad tracks, Old US 2, and Thayer Road. The railroad line 
has been abandoned for years and has since been changed to a 
snowmobile track that runs a considerable distance in the 
Upper Peninsula. And Old US 2 is called that because it was 
the highway that ran the length of the Peninsula, again, years 
ago. When the highway was blacktopped and straightened, the 
remnants are Old US 2, a two track dirt road, obscured in the 
summer and usually covered and impassable with snow in the 
winter. This  road is also used for snowmobiles. The county has 
placed street signs up on the various back roads that branch off 
from the highway. We found Old US 2, and the old rail line, 
the road plowed of snow. We drove to the intersection, and in 
place of Thayer Road was County Road 527. Nothing could be 
seen that could have ever been a town, then again there was 
about three feet on snow on the ground. 
    We drove down the county road and came along a few 
houses, pulling into a place that looked lived in. My father and 
I got out and went up to the door. I introduced myself and 
asked the individual about a town named Thayer.   
    This gentleman said he has been living in that area for quite 
a long time, and said that the area was at one time referred to as 
Thayer’s Landing, since a man, surname of Thayer, ran a train 
platform. This person went on to mention that he never heard 
of there ever being a town there, nor are there any old 
buildings, just a platform for a train. When I asked this person 
about the Thayer Road that was on my map, he said there has 
never been any roads around there by that name, not that he 
could remember.  
    Well, this was the second stop in my journey of places 
named Thayer. Too bad there wasn’t anything more to report 
about, except a road and an unused train track. Next stop, 
Thayer, Illinois.  t 
 
 

Thayer, IllinoisThayer, Illinois  
by Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
hayer, Illinois is a small town, population 725.  After 
arriving at the town, we inquired about any cemeteries 
within the town or nearby from a man working outside 

his home. This individual didn’t really care for the town, so my 
Dad stopped telling people his last name when we met people 
in these towns, until he figured out that they were not 
disgruntled about the name. 
    We visited one cemetery, located right in middle of town, no 
Thayers buried there, but it had many older stones. We drove to 
another cemetery a few miles from Thayer but within the 
township, and once again, no Thayer stones were anywhere to 
be found. Back to the town. 
    We drove down what seemed like the main street, and came 
upon the post office and town hall. We went inside and I struck 
up a conversation with the lady behind the counter and two 
ladies that were there doing business. I started by introducing 
myself and then explained my research.   
    These people seemed pleased to here what we were doing 
and provided some information. I left an email address as well, 
so I hope to here from them in order to provide a follow up 
story. They explained that, once again, there are no Thayers 
living there, nor has there been any buried there in any of the 
cemeteries. (Sounds like Thayer, Indiana, doesn’t it?) They 
went on to mention that the town has been there for just under 
100 years, and that the first lots sold there in the town occurred 

in 1905. They have two possibilities on the town’s name.   
    One, it was named after a Nathaniel Thayer, who was a war 
veteran that had settled there, but did not die there. And the 
other being that it was named after a Nathaniel Thayer, a 
person who had something to do with a mine there. We didn’t 
see any mines there in the immediate area, since it is pretty flat 
in Illinois. Possible it was an open pit mine. 
    This was all to report on Thayer, Illinois. I took some photos, 
of the post office and  the town hall, then we got back on the 
road and headed for Tennessee.  t 
 
 

Janet BlickleJanet Blickle  
 

 was born Janet Claire (Janet13, Calvin12, Erwin11, 
William10, Erwin9, Calvin8, Samuel7, Peter6-5, Thomas4-3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER on Monday, December 

4th, 1950 to Cal and Betty Thayer of Junction City, Oregon, the 
youngest of three children). My brother Michael was born in 

M
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Figure 6: Thayer's one room US Post Office 
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1947 and sister Susan was born in 1949. We grew up on a farm 
outside of Junction City in the community of Franklin. 
    After graduating from Junction City High School in 1969 I 
attended Lane Community College for one year, I then 
transferred to Northwest Christian College. Both colleges are in 
Eugene, Oregon. 
    I met Bruce Blickle while we were both attending Northwest 
Christian College and we were married June 28, 1974. We have 
two children. Jeffrey was married this summer, July 1, 2000.  
Our daughter Pamela, who’s husband Joe is in the U.S. Marine 
Corp, have a daughter. 
    I have been employed since December 1996 at HMT 
Technology in Eugene, Oregon, a manufacturer of computer 
memory discs. 
    My hobbies are genealogy, receiving and sending email, 
knitting, and crocheting. 
    I became interested in genealogy in the mid 1980’s. I wrote 
letters to libraries of towns where family had lived and died. In 
April of 1986 I wrote to Mr. Hobart Holly, the Historian of the 
Braintree Historical Society in Massachusetts. I bought a copy 
of the Bezaleel Thayer genealogy “Memorial of the Thayer 
Name”, which I found out later is not completely accurate. A 
few years later when my family bought a computer, I was able 
to do a whole lot more research and didn’t need to take so 
many trips to the genealogy library. When I learned of the 
Thayer Families Association, I wrote to Patricia Muno, who 
was a tremendous help to me. 
    I have two genealogy related goals. First is to attend the 
Thayer family reunion in Massachusetts. And the second is to 
travel the Oregon Trail as members of my mothers family did 
in the 1850’s. There are organizations on the Internet that have 
two or three day trips on a wagon train along the Oregon Trail. 
    I regret not being interested in genealogy while my 
grandparents were living. I am sure I could have gotten a lot of 
information and exciting stories from them all. 
    In February of this year, I started a Thayer family page at 
Myfamily.com Internet site. I have posted various articles that I 
have found on the Internet and have my Thayer genealogy from 
my Family Tree Maker computer program on the site as well. 
My addresses are:  jcblickle@yahoo.com  
3255 Gateway St. #24 
Springfield, Ore.  97477  t 
 
 
 

Our Founding Fathers Our Founding Fathers –– A  A 
Biographical TributeBiographical Tribute  

by Rick Thayer 
 

hus begins a tribute to the three Founders of the Thayer 
Families Association of Braintree. These articles, in the 
form of brief biographies, will include a piece on each 

one in successive issues of the Thayer Quarterly. The three are: 
1. the late Philip Standish Thayer, Sr., 2. the late H. Hobart 
Holly, 3. James Burdett Thayer, Sr. 
 
 
 

Part I Part I -- Philip Philip Standish Thayer Standish Thayer  
(1923(1923--1993)1993) 

 
hilip was born October 1, 1923 in Amherst, Hampshire 
County, Massachusetts. He was the son of Clark Leonard 
Thayer and Gladys Vera Cooper. His lineage is: 

Richard1-2, Nathaniel3, Hezekiah4-5, Reuben6, Hezekiah7, 
Reuben8, Reuben Lewis9, Clark Leonard10, Philip Standish, 
Sr.11. 

    Phil was a 
professional Bio-
Chemist and worked 
for the Arthur D. 
Little Company in the 
Boston area for many 
years. He also 
performed volunteer 
research for the New 
England Historical & 
Genealogical Society 
(NEHGS) in Boston 
for several years. 
After his retirement in 
1985 he became 
involved with H. 

Hobart Holly and James B. Thayer, Sr. when the subject of 
forming a Thayer Family Association became their prime 
concern. This particular family had never received its due 
recognition beginning with the first Thayer Immigrant to 
America in 1637, Thomas Thayer, who emigrated from 
Thornbury, England and was the first Thayer to settle in 
Braintree and America. Together with Phil’s connections at 
NEHGS, Mr. Holly’s first hand knowledge of the new Thayer 
Genealogy authored by the late Waldo Sprague and the 
expertise of Jim Thayer, a retired businessman from Beaverton, 
OR, the formation of TFA was conceived in 1985. In 1990, 75 
volunteer members of the Thayer Family Association labored 
together to build up the new organization by donating 
minimum start-up expenses with several helping with various 
chores. 
    Phil had one son, Philip S., Jr. who still lives in Hull, MA 
with his daughter Chelsea. 
    On January 1, 1991 the Board of Directors formerly founded 
the Thayer Families Association. The President was William 
Russell Thayer, now a Director, living in Springfield, MA. The 
Vice President was Jim Thayer, from Beaverton, OR, and Phil 
Thayer, Sr., without question, became the Secretary/Treasurer. 
The first six Directors were Katherine Naughton of New York 
City; the Rev. Paul W. Hutchins of Concord, MI, now Walnut, 
IA; Robert Alden Knighton of Randolph, MA; Edward R. 
Johnson of Walpole, MA; Howard Saville Thayer of N. 
Scituate, MA; and Robert Thayer Elbridge of Plymouth, MA. 
As I noted earlier, there were about 75 volunteer members in 
January 1991 and by January 1993, the number rose sharply to 
over 200 active members. 
    On February 2, 1993, Phil was operated on for an aneurysm 
of his heart. Unfortunately, while he was in recovery, he 
succumbed from complications, unexpectedly. 

T

P



12 

    At that time I was Phil’s gopher, helper and chauffeur. He 
owned a bicycle but not a car. I offered to help him as much as 
I could. I began my association with him after I became a TFA 
member in May 1991. after Phil died, I found myself heir to the 
position as Treasurer the Phil had organized so well. The 
position of Secretary position was adopted by Thayer Eldridge. 
We did our best to carry on for Phil and knew then he would be 
missed for many, many years. We owe him so much. I took on 
Secretary’s position vacated by Mr. Eldridge in 1994.  t 
 
 

Titanic Book AvailableTitanic Book Available  
courtesy Janet Thayer Blickle 

 
 have a 32 page booklet that was written by John B. 
Thayer it is called: The Sinking of the S.S. Titanic by 
Jack Thayer’s Eyewitness Account. The booklet cost 

me $7.00 and was ordered from the Titanic Historical Society. 
If any one wants the address to order the booklet you may 
contact me.” 
    This is how my reply to a query on the GenForum Thayer 
Internet site looked like in reply to someone’s query for Jack B. 
Thayer and his relationship to the Titanic. I received this thirty-
two page booklet, “Sinking of the S.S. Titanic by Jack Thayer’s 
Eyewitness Account” from my uncle a few years ago. 
    I received a query from Rodney Lee Thayer, asking for more 
information. I replied to Lee and he was able to retrieve the 
following information: 
    “A printable order form is available online at the website of 
the Titanic Historical Society, at  www.titanic1.org but can be 
just as easily purchased by stating the item number, title and 
ensure you remit the proper amount plus postage. 
    “The book is listed as Item 234 in their index. The title is 
listed as “Sinking of the S.S. Titanic by Jack Thayer’s 
Eyewitness Account”. And its list price is $6.00 and minimum 
postage is $3.00.”  t 
 

Sylvanus Thayer Honored Sylvanus Thayer Honored   
On A 9¢ StampOn A 9¢ Stamp  

courtesy of George A. Thayer 
 

oted American educator and engineer, Sylvanus Thayer 
was born in 1785 in Braintree (now Quincy), 
Massachusetts. Thayer entered Dartmouth College in 

1803 but left four years later to attend the United States 
Military Academy at West Point. After graduation he was 
commissioned in the Corps of Engineers and served in the War 
of 1812. Thayer was promoted to the rank of major after the 
war and was ordered to study European methods of educating 
military engineers so that he might help improve West Point’s 
academic standing. When he returned from Europe, Thayer was 
appointed superintendent at West Point in 1817 and 
immediately instituted sweeping reforms at the Academy. He 
set new standards for admission, established minimum levels of 
academic proficiency and created a system to measure the 
progress of each cadet. He also established a board of visitors 
who inspected the Academy annually and recommended 
adjustments in the curriculum. Even though West Point was 

charged to provide 
professional 
officers for the 
Army, Thayer felt 
that the arts and 
sciences were also 
important. So, he 
promoted courses 
in English, 
French, the social 
sciences, 
mathematics and 
ethics in addition to the military subjects. Thayer left West 
Point in 1833 to become commander of the Corps of Engineers 
and retired in 1863. As a final gesture to his love of 
engineering and education, he endowed the Thayer School of 
Engineering at Dartmouth College. 
 
Editor’s Note: The First Day of Issue for the Sylvanus Thayer 
9¢ stamp was June 7, 1985.  The image was scanned from a 
sheet of these stamps I purchased once I was informed of such 
a stamp. The stamp was unavailable here in Japan in the U.S. 
Post Offices and from various email messages between other 
Thayers, it is not a common stamp and is not available in every 
post office. The address listed below carried this stamp in 
March of this year and should still have them. If you order in 
sheets, specify they mail them in a stiff folder to prevent 
bending or folding of them. I have seen a beautifully framed set 
of these stamps.   
Postmaster, US Postal Service, 1200 William Street, Buffalo, 
NY 14240-9604.  t 
 

TFA Executive Board 2000TFA Executive Board 2000--20012001  
 

TFA President: RALPH CLINTON10 THAYER, JR., 
Waterford, CT 

    (Ralph Clinton9, John Allen8, Jackson Otis7, Otis6, Levi5, 
Hezekiah4, Hezekiah3, Nathaniel2, Richard1.) 
    “I was born in 1930, while my father was a farm manager in 
East Lyme, Connecticut. We moved into New London in the 
early 1930’s, as my father became the manager of a dairy. 
    “I attended New London schools and started playing the 
trumpet professionally when I was 13. I had my own dance 
band when I was 16, since all the good musicians were still in 
the Army. 
    “I attended the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY 
and earned my MA at the University of Conn. My college 
career was interrupted by four years (1951-55) in the Air Force 
Band at Sampson, New York, during Korea. After finishing at 
Eastman, I joined the US Coast Guard Band in New London 
from 1956 to 1972. 
    “I taught junior high music in Groton, Connecticut (1972 to 
1983), did some orchestra conducting, and worked in banking 
and real estate (1983 to 1997) before retiring. 
    “I married Constance Claire Johnson in 1951, after we met at 
Eastman, thereby saving her from the musical life. Connie has 
her PhD in Curriculum and Development and teaches Learning 
Disabled students at Waterford High School, in Connecticut. 
Connie and I found out we have a common grandfather in our 

“I
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Fitts ancestry. I descended from his first wife, and Connie from 
his second. However, our children (Ralph Clinton III and 
Patricia Dean Thayer McIvor) seem to be normal. 
    “Finding my Thayer heritage has been a revelation. I am 
pleased to have the honor of doing whatever I can to help TFA 
toward its goals.”  
Note: Clint served as TFA-Vice President and Membership 
Chairman in 1999-2000. 
 

TFA-Vice President: CURTIS ROSS THAYER,  
Freeland, MI 

    Curtis (b. 11 Dec 1927), son of Ross and Agnes [Compton] 
Thayer, grandson of Arthur and Florence Thayer, thence to 
Richard Thayer. In about 1866, Curtis’ grandfather, was one of 
the hundreds of “Orphan Train” youngsters sent out across the 
U.S. from New England. In Bay City, MI, he was met by 
Winfield Randall and Winfield’s mother, who raised him, and 
left their farm to him. Curtis and Donna are now owners of a 
Centennial Farm, through the Randall’s kindness. 
    Curt worked for Dow Corning in Midland for just over thirty 
years; at the same time, he continued farming and still farms 
about 120 acres today. In addition, he has served in many 
leadership roles, including Farm Bureau, Michigan Soybean 
Association, their church, and various historical societies and 
organizations. 
    Curtis and his delightful wife, Donna, have lived at 5900 
Thayer Road, Freeland, Michigan, since January 1950. Parents 
of four children, they recently celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
Note: Curtis was a serving member of TFA’s Executive Board, 
and, with Donna, has chaired TFA’s Thayeritage. 
 

TFA Secretary: REV. CHARLES RUSSELL THAYER, 
Hanover, MA 

    Russ took up the monumental job of TFA-Secretary in late 
June 1997. With the help of his lovely wife, Carol, Russ has 
kept TFA on the growth track on which the previous Secretary-
Treasurer, Raymond Alexander Thayer, had steered TFA. 
    Rev. Charles Russell Thayer is pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Hanover. Russ is married to Carol Nelson Thayer; 
they have four children, three daughters (Tina, Sherry, & 
Tracy) and one son (Charles Russell Jr.), and 7 grandchildren. 
He sings in the Harbour Choral Arts Society Chorus, where he 
is presently serving as president, and is a past master of the 
Masonic Lodge. In his spare time Russ enjoys golf and music. 
Russ’ lineage is from Richard and continues down through 
Albert Thayer. 

TFA-Treasurer: JUDITH L. YOUNG-THAYER, 
Hampton, VA 

    As Treasurer since July 1997, Judy has tackled IRS concerns 
and Massachusetts tax considerations, as well as the regular 
work of keeping the TFA’s books. She and Jerry conceived, 
managed, and implemented the highly successful TFA-TSP 
(Tee Shirt Project.) 
Note: “I am related three or more times to Jerry on his Thayer 
lines - the closest being 1/2 ninth cousins, once removed. My 
Dad always boasted that he was more closely related to Jerry 
than I am - no removes for him! Our sons are bemused at being 
their own cousins.... 1/2 ninth cousins, twice removed!”  t 

Heads of Unplaced Thayers in Heads of Unplaced Thayers in 
CaliforniaCalifornia  

by Patricia Thayer Muno, Association Genealogist 
 

he following list represents the Heads of Thayer families 
in my “Unplaced Thayers” who were born, died or 
resided in the state of California. More Thayers 

presently reside in the state of California than any other state.  
    The list may contain the following information: 
Thayer Individual, Approximate year of birth (and death, if 
known), State or Country of birth, Name of Spouse, Given 
census year and County of residence. 
 
    If you have any information pertaining to these individuals 
listed, please contact me at Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer 
Family Historian, 6885 SW 161 Place, Beaverton, OR, 97007-
6336 or by email at TriciaMuno@aol.com 
 
Thayer individual, birth-death, spouse, census data    
THAYER, Albert E., 1858- --, Lilly J. (1920 Sonoma Co.) 
THAYER, Albert W., 1867- --, Enid G. (1920 San Diego Co.) 
THAYER, Albert W., 1880- --, Jennie M. (1920 L.A. Co.) 
THAYER, Alfred J., 1872- --, Luella (1920 Yuba Co.) 
THAYER, Alfred Regis, 1903-1970 (d. CA) Florence Mae 
    BREDE (died Stockton) 
THAYER, Alfred William, 1895-1956, Alice O’BRIEN (Son 
    of Charles Ellsworth THAYER and Anna Maria MURPHY 
of Minneapolis, MN) 
THAYER, Andrew H., 1873-1957, Etta V. (1920 Sonoma Co.) 
    (Son of Lemuel M. THAYER and Sarah E. MOORE) 
THAYER, Arthur S., 1882 (b. CA)- --, Gladys S. 
THAYER, Bert L., 1887- --, Ella (1920 Sacramento Co.) 
THAYER, Buel, 1886-1938, Gertrude M. (1920 Monterey Co.) 
THAYER, Charles, abt 1899- --, married Agnes 
    ROSTOUCHER 1920 in Orange Co. 
THAYER, Charles, -- -1852, (b. MI), Martha (1910 Riverside 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Charles A., abt 1900- --, married Mary 
    GOODRODE 1927 in Orange Co. 
THAYER, Charles Edward, 1879-1955, Cora M. STRUM (Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Charles H., 1850- --, Mary E. (1900/1910 Los  
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Charles L. or S., 1855- --, Ella F. (1920 Alameda 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Charles P., 1880- --, Caroline (1910 Sacramento 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Charles Reed, 1919-1973, M. A. (d. San Diego Co.) 
THAYER, Charles S., 1888- --, Maude H. (b. CA) 
THAYER, Charles S., 1876- --, Nellie C. (1920 Contra Costa 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Charles T., 1870- --, (b. MN) Florence (1910 
    Santa Barbara, 1920 L.A. Co.) 
THAYER, Clarence C., 1848-1933, Aletha M. KEIFFER (d. 
    Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Clarence W., 1884- --, Geraldine (1920 Los    
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Clifford C., 1883- --, Minnie (1920 Marin Co.) 

T
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THAYER, Daniel S., 1884-1963, Mary E. SHACKLEFORD 
    (1920 Yuba Co.) 
THAYER, Earl S., 1887- --, Grace H. (of  Fresno Co.) 
THAYER, Edward John, 1865 (b. England)-1934, Alice Maud 
    SMITH (1910 S.F. Co; 1920 C.C. Co.) 
THAYER, Edward N., 1829- --, Sarah (1900 San Francisco 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Elroy Morgan, 1861-1939, Bell R (in CA about 
    1882) 
THAYER, Elwyn, 1895- --, Violet (born CA) 
THAYER, Elwyn A., 1921-1999, Georgette A. (Born CA, son 
    of above) 
THAYER, Ernest H., 1899- --, Leona Arnold CEYCLE (1st 
    wife) Margaret TERWILLIGER (2nd wife) (b. Los Angeles, 
     L.A. Co.; He resided in Binghamton,  Broome,  NY.) 
THAYER, Frank E., 1854-1921, Mary D. (1910/1920 Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Frank E., 1887- --, Arby W. (1920 Kern Co.) 
THAYER, Frank J., 1856-1925, Catherine (1900 S.F. Co.; 
    1910 Alemeda Co.) 
THAYER, Frank Stewart, 1883- --, (b. England) Sadie J. 
    (1920 San Francisco Co.) 
THAYER, Fred, 1883- -- (b. England) Hannah (1920 Taft 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Fred, 1888- --, Lillie (1920 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Frederick Albert, 1859- --, Alice Louise FOSTER 
    (1910/1920 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, George, 1861- --, Susan M. (1920 Sonoma Co.) 
THAYER, George, 1859- --, Martha (1910 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, George............  1863 (b. Canada) Emma J. (1910  
    Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, George A., 1879- --, Catherine M. (1910 San 
    Francisco Co.) 
THAYER, George E., -- - --, married Jennie NABEL 1909 in 
    Orange Co. 
THAYER, George F., 1886-1926, C. J. (1920 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Harry, -- - --, married Helen SHELTON 1911 in 
    Orange Co. 
THAYER, Harry A., 1886- --, Florence (1920 Santa Barbara 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Harry A., -- - --, married Edna LANE 1932 in 
    Orange Co. (same as above?) 
THAYER, Harry B., 1874- --, Frankie LESSER (1900  
    Riverside Co.) 
THAYER, Harry H., 1875- --, Mary E. (1910/1020 Orange 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Harry M., 1882-1945, Florence (1910/1920 Sutter 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Harry William, 1875-1956, Kathryn Lovena 
    MONTENA (Born 1920 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa, WI. 
    Son of Harry A. THAYER and Alice COX. In Los Angeles 
    Co by 1920; died there 1956.) 
THAYER, Henry E., 1852-1947, Nell G. (1910 Sacramento  
    Co.; 1920 Mariposa Co.) 
THAYER, Henry P., 1882- --, Grace G. (1910/1920 Pasadena, 
    Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Isaac B., 1871- --, (b. Canada) Dora A. (1910 San 
    Diego Co.) 
THAYER, Isaiah, 1831- --, (b. Canada) Mary J. (1900 Los 

    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, J. Elmer, 1862- --, Lovina (1910/1920 Sacramento 
    Co.) 
THAYER, J. Madison., 1877- --, Josephine L. (1910 Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, James Fredrick, abt 1915- --, md. Alice Katherine 
    THAYER 1939 Orange Co.) 
THAYER, James W., 1854 (b. NY)-1926, Unknown  
    (1900/1910/1920 Santa Clara Co.) 
THAYER, James W., 1864- --, Alvina OTTE (1920 Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, John, 1829- --, Sarah (1900 Sonoma Co.) 
THAYER, John A., 1842- --, Lucinda (1920 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, John William, 1863- --, Katherine (1900 Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Joseph E., 1850- --, Sarah H. (1900 Alameda Co.) 
THAYER, Joseph Frank, 1862 (b. MA)-1921, Cora Alice 
    CARR (1st wife) Estella Florence FAIRCHILD (2nd wife) 
    (Resided in St. Paul, MN. In CA by 1892, worked at the 
    Palace Hotel in San Francisco. Settled in San Bernardino, 
    CA.) 
THAYER, Joseph Herriot, 1865 (b. Canada)-1946, Adele M. 
    LA BERGE (Kern & L.A. Co.) 
THAYER, Joshua, 1852- --, Sophia G. (1920 San Diego Co.) 
THAYER, Lee, 1889-1971, Myrtle (d. Tulare Co.) 
THAYER, Lemuel M., 1835-1919, Sarah E. MOORE (d. 
    Alameda Co.) 
THAYER, Leonard, 1891- --, Luella (1920 Sacramento Co.) 
THAYER, Leonard Hammond, 1889- --, UNKNOWN spouse 
(B. Thayers Corners, NY) 
THAYER, Lester W., 1885- --, Laura B. (1900 Fresno Co.) 
THAYER, Louis Charles, 1919- --, Marguerite Ruth BANGS 
    (res.  Portola Valley, CA) 
THAYER, Louis Loding, 1891- --, Lenna HOUGH (San 
    Bernardino Co. by 1929) 
THAYER, Louis Stanley, abt 1925- --, married Grace Marie 
    SCHROEDL 1950 Orange Co. 
THAYER, Maynard F., 1877- --, (MN) and unknown 
    spouse (1920 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Orlando, 1856-1930, Jennie (died San Bernardino 
    Co.) 
THAYER, Oscar Mortimer, 1842-1916, Barbara E. 
    MILONBERGER (died Shasta Co.) 
THAYER, Otis F., 1894-1980, Lena (died Alameda, Hayward  
    Co.) 
THAYER, Philip R., 1876- --, Hazel G. (1920 Oakland, 
    Alameda Co.) 
THAYER, Philo, 1856-1926, Lydia Ella (1920 Fresno Co.) 
THAYER, Rufus E., 1872-1951, Lilla E. (1910/1920 San Jose, 
    Santa Clara Co.) 
THAYER, Rupert., 1896-1982, Eva HAYDEN (d. San 
    Bernardino Co.) 
THAYER, S. Walter, 1864- --, Josephine (1920 San Diego Co.) 
THAYER, Stanley, 1904- --, Edith LATIMER (1920 Los 
    Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Sylvester Andrew, 1907-1975, Elizabeth C. (died 
    Chico, Butte, CA) 
THAYER, Thaxter C. or G., 1877-1921, Florence D. (1920 
    Alameda Co; 1921 Napa Co.) 
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THAYER, Thomas, 1859- --, Cora C. (1920 Contra Costa Co.) 
THAYER, Thomas, 1874- --, Flora MELDRUM (she d. Los 
    Angeles Co. 1929) 
THAYER, Walter F., 1866- --, Florence Margaret WILSON 
    (1894-1900 Los Angeles Co.) 
THAYER, Warren A., 1856-1920, Eliza A. (1900 Fresno Co.) 
THAYER, Wilbur J., 1881- --, Julia (1910/1920 San Rafael, 
    Marin Co.) 
THAYER, William, 1862- --, Margaret (1920 Orange Co.) 
THAYER, William A., 1871- --, Rose (1920 San Francisco, 
    San Francisco Co.) 
THAYER, William F., 1860- --, Anna P. (1920 Los Angeles 
    Co.) 
THAYER, William Gnash, 1886-1964, Esther L. (died San 
    Bernardino Co.) 
THAYER, William J., 1866- --, Lucretia A. (1920 San Diego 
    Co.) 
THAYER, William L. T., 1844- --, Lucy A. (1910 Santa 
    Barbara Co.) 
THAYER, William M., 1835- --, Ida M. (1910 Los Angeles 
    Co.) 
THAYER, William W., 1869- --, Martha S. TREGO (1910 San 
    Francisco Co.) 
THAYER, Winfield A., 1859-1937, Candice E. (1910/1920  
    Imperial Co.)  t 
 

Of Interest to Edwin Burton Thayer Of Interest to Edwin Burton Thayer 
DescendantsDescendants  

by Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 
 

book to be published in 2001 by the Edwin Mellen 
Press should be of interest to descendants of Edwin 
Burton Thayer. Edwin was born 5 Dec 1840 in 

Randolph, Orange, VT, the son of Isaac Chauncey8 (Isaac 7-6, 
Zachariah 5-4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER and Emeline 
Rebecca CHANDLER. Edwin was one of about 100 letter-
writers in the 1800’s that has been researched for the last 10+ 
years by author Pat Pflieger. Pat contacted me and asked me if 
anyone had sent me a copy of the letter Edwin had sent to his 
favorite magazine when he was 15 years old. The magazine 
was “Robert Merry’s Museum”, which printed letters from its 
young subscribers. Pat mentioned that she had just about given 
up hope in finding out more about the young man when she had 
contacted me. I was able to fill her in on some information 
regarding him. 
    Pat’s book will likely be entitled “Dear Friend Robert 
Merry”: Letters from Nineteenth-Century American Children. 
     The following was originally printed in “Robert Merry’s 
Museum”, November 1855, p. 156: 
 
West Randolph, Vt., Sept. 29, 1855. 
   Dear Mr. Merry: I have been one of your subscribers for the 
last four years, and I can assure you, it is not a want of love for 
yourself which has so long deterred me from writing you a 
friendly letter.  I have a great aversion to being considered less 
smart than others, and I notice that many of your young friends, 
seven, nine, and ten years old, write nice little letters, which I 
cannot excel, or even equal, though I am older. 

    I like very much to read your “Monthly Chat with your 
Friends”, and am fond of getting out Riddles, Charades, 
Enigmas, etc., but have not yet been able to originate one I 
deem worthy of publication. 
    You must know that I am a “Green Mountain boy”, and that 
my home is very pleasantly situated in “White River Valley”, 
and that my father is a FARMER, and that about half the year I 
“hoe, and rake, and hold the plough”, and that the other half I 
am in school, exercising my mind as hard as I toil with my 
hands while out of school.      
     If you, dear Mr. Merry, should come and visit me, I should 
show you three pretty sisters, and two brothers younger than 
myself, and my mother would give you some of her nice bread 
and butter, and I know you would think there was one pleasant 
place even in Vermont. 
    But I am getting too familiar, and writing too long a letter for 
the first one. Please remember your friend, Edwin B. Thayer. 
 
    Pat mentioned that this was one of the most charming of all 
the letters! She loved knowing that Emeline Chandler Thayer 
made “nice” bread and butter. Pat states: “The ‘Mr. Merry’ 
Edwin mentions was “Robert Merry”, the imaginary editor of 
the magazine...” Pat mentioned that Edwin’s letter was, 
unfortunately, the only letter by him that was printed in the 
“Museum.” 
    Regarding the book, Pat states: “It’s a scholarly press which 
sells mostly to research libraries, and the book will be rather 
large, so it should cost in the range of $140-$150.”  t 
 

Words from the PresidentWords from the President 
 
    It hardly seems possible that another quarter has slipped by 
and it’s time for our Fall TQ. There are several items I will be 
covering in this message: the annual reunion/meeting, a report 
on the growing TFA Publishing Fund and our Special Projects. 
Also, a reminder that annual dues are due December 31st. 
    Our annual meeting/reunion will be held this year at the 
Thayer Academy in Braintree, MA. The Executive Board will 
be meeting Fri. June 15 at 1:00 o’clock and the Membership 
meeting will be Sat. June 16 at 1:00. There will be a buffet 
lunch before the Sat. meeting and a dinner that evening. More 
details will follow in the Winter TQ, but for now Secretary 
Russ Thayer has been discussing the possibility of a Duck tour 
of Boston, a tour of the freedom trail, and a tour of cemeteries 
where Thayer’s are buried. In addition there is the tour of the 
Thayer House in Braintree. Details are not available as the 
groups that run the Boston Tours will not schedule or know 
prices until after the first of the year. These tours will no doubt 
take place a couple of days before the Annual Meeting so you 
may want to plan to arrive early and join your “cousins” in 
checking out the area where the early Thayers lived and 
roamed. Arrangements have been made with Days Inn in 
Braintree for a good room rate, details elsewhere in this TQ. 
    We are expecting that Curt and Donna Thayer will be 
providing their collection of very interesting Thayer 
memorabilia for our Thayeritage display. Also we have asked 
Jerry Thayer to set up his computer so your genealogical 
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queries can be researched. I am also scheduling time after our 
Annual Meeting for any interesting Thayer-related stories any 
may have. 
    Judy Young-Thayer has enlisted Carol Thayer to help her 
put together some very attractive Thayer-specific items for 
sale, proceeds to support our TFA Publishing Fund. Take a 
couple of minutes to check out the details elsewhere in this 
issue. They would make terrific Christmas gifts for all your 
Thayer relatives. 
 

Thayer Families Publication Fund 
    Speaking of the Publishing Fund I can report that the Fund 
has a total of $9,485 as of Nov. 4, 2000 as reported by the 
Braintree Historical Society, much of this a result of the 
mailing sent out in August for us by BHS. Just a brief summary 
of the Fund for anyone who may have missed it: the Fund is to 
be used to fulfill one of the principal purposes of TFA, “to 
sponsor the development, publication and distribution of 
rigorously researched Thayer families genealogies;” as stated 
in our By Laws. As a result of the guardianship of the Fund by 
BHS, donations to it are tax deductible. In addition, a Matching 
Grant has been established by the sons of TFA Founder James 
B. Thayer for up to $10,000 in matching funds for donations 
made by Dec. 2001. A donation form is included elsewhere in 
this issue, and a list of donors since our June 2000 meeting. 
Many, many thanks for those of you who have donated to the 
Fund. If you are looking for a tax deduction by 31 Dec 2000, 
please consider donating to the Publication Fund. 
    As we approach the Holiday Season may I and the officers 
and directors of TFA wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
a Healthy and Happy New Year. Hope to see you in June. 
    Clint Thayer, President  

 
Days Inn Reservations 

    Days Inn in Braintree has set aside a block of rooms for TFA 
members attending the reunion in Braintree, MA 15-16 June. 
There are a limited number of rooms available quoted at $88 a 
night. However, the bookings are already coming in so don’t 
delay. Reservations MUST be made by May 17. By the time of 
our reunion Days Inn will become Holiday Express, but 
everything, phone number, etc., remains the same. 
    The toll-free number for Days Inn Braintree is 1-800-348-
4667. Make sure you tell them you are part of the Thayer 
Family Association in order to get the special price.  
 

Donors to the  TFA Publishing Fund   7/10/00 – 10/17/00 
as reported by Braintree Historical Society 

 
Ades, William E. (Sustaining) 
Atkinson, Betty F. 
Barry, Dennis & Marilyn 
Barry, Marilyn W. (Sustaining) 
Buchholz, Kevin 
Coyle, Raymond & Norrine 
Darby, Dorothy L. 
Davis, Donald R. & Arline-Slote 
Donovan, Raymond T. 
Duncan, Bruce C. 
Duncan, Bruce C. (Sustaining) 

Dunn, Victor S. 
Evans, David G. (Living Trust) 
Fine, Dorothy M. 
Flint, Charlotte W. 
Friedland, Waldo 
Greene, Theodore P. 
Halligan, David L. 
Harmon, William C. 
Hergarty, Beverley 
Housmyer, Carl L. (Sustaining) 
Hudson, Elbert G. & Judith 
Johnson, Trever Joy 
Johnson, Trever Joy (Sustaining) 
Jones, Russell A. & Doris 
Kuzmich, William & Kate (Sustaining) 
Locke, R.F. 
Loevner, David & Catherine 
Pratt, Helen M. 
Reese, Thayer P. 
Rogers, Kristie Ann 
Scott, Jane Clark 
Sherman, N.C. 
Stevens, O.J. 
Strom, Helen G. (Sustaining) 
Summers, Judith B. 
Suzan, Brian E. 
Thayer III, Fredrick D. 
Thayer III, G.T. (Sustaining) 
Thayer Jr., R. Clinton 
Thayer Jr., Reginald & Dorothy 
Thayer Jr., Rufus G. 
Thayer, A.R. 
Thayer, Charles 
Thayer, Charles B. 
Thayer, David S. 
Thayer, David & Judy 
Thayer, Dennis & Joanne 
Thayer, Donald O. 
Thayer, Dr. Jon D. & Rhae 
Thayer, Edgar L. 
Thayer, Frederick & Maureen 
Thayer, George & Audrey 
Thayer, Harvey L. 
Thayer, James H. 
Thayer, John H. 
Thayer, Judith T.  
Thayer, Margaret E. 
Thayer, Mike P. 
Thayer, Nathaniel B. & Marguerite H. 
Thayer, Philip C. 
Thayer, Raymond A. 
Thayer, Richard & Carolyn 
Thayer, Richard J. 
Thayer, Richard M. 
Thayer, Robert C. 
Thayer, Robert T. 
Thayer, Sarah L. 
Thayer, Stuart & Boyka 
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Thayer, Walter & Linda (Sustaining) 
Thayer, William B. 
Thayer, William H. 
Thayer, Wirt C. 
Thayer, Wirt C. 
Tutt, R. Thayer 
Van Loan, Doris T. 
Whitney III, Wheelock  t 
 

Historian/Genealogist ReportHistorian/Genealogist Report  
 
This last quarter has been one of the busiest ever. I have made 
two trips to the Family History Library in Salt Lake City - June 
and October. I was disappointed to learn that the supposed 
newly released 1930 U.S. Census soundex will not actually be 
released for some time to come yet---another year! I was even 
more disappointed to learn that only the following states were 
indexed: AL, FL, GA, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN and VA. Those 
are not the states with the highest concentration of Thayers, but 
I will be checking them out in the future once it is released. 
    Hopefully, by the time this newsletter is in the hands of our 
readers, we will know if our cousin, George W. Bush, will be 
the next President. When the movie Titanic hit the screens, I 
was bombarded with requests from individuals wanting to 
know their relationship to John Borland Thayer. Therefore, I 
am confident there will be many who will be interested in 
knowing their relationship to Bush. He is a direct descendant of 
Zilpha5 (Samuel4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER. 
Since I presently do not know the maternal lineage from Bush 
to Zilpha, I hope this meager offering will satisfy our anxious 
readers for now. 
    Our retired Secretary, Treasurer, Rick Thayer of North 
Quincy, MS continues to help me out by contacting referrals 
and singing the praises of our terrific association - thus helping 
to build up our membership. There is always a need for help in 
building the membership and other areas. If you would like to 
volunteer to help in any area of the Association, please contact 
me or one of our leaders - addresses posted elsewhere in this 
publication.   
    TFA Newcomer, Patty Stuart of Hopland, CA has been a 
godsend. She is an old friend of my brother whom he 
introduced via e-mail. Patty has spent hundreds of hours 
locating new Thayer-related information from the World Wide 
Web for me to scrutinize. I have to admit, she is a difficult one 
to keep up with. She has shared literally thousands of details, 
many of which have added to my massive Thayer computer 
database. Incidentally, Patty is a willing worker and all we 
would have to do is ask her for anything and she jumps right in. 
She has also helped me keep abreast with current and 
functioning electronic devises which makes my work easier. 
    In September, we were privileged to attend the 91st birthday 
party of the legendary Hanford Thayer at his home on beautiful 
Widbey Island, Washington.  Hanford’s well known for his 
work in the Army Corps of Engineers on the Manhattan Project 
and the development of the Atom bomb which drew an end to 
the WWII. His mind is never wavering and I could only wish to 
have half his present mental capacity today.  It was wonderful 
getting to meet his children and assortment of nieces and 
nephews. What at wonderful family! Hanford’s 3000 page 

personal journal will be published soon for his close family 
members. The fantastic stories he has to share! Why, he can 
remember some of the antics he pulled on his baby brother, 
while he was but a toddler himself! Hanford’s lineage: 
Hanford11 (Napoleon Bonaparte10-9, Libbeus8, Timothy7, 
Josiah6, Nathaniel5-4, Richard3-2-1) THAYER. 
    During the same trip, we made a stop on Washington’s 
Vashon Island and was treated to the hospitality of Thayer 
descendants Chuck Hooper and lovely wife, Nancy. Chuck and 
Nancy have been actively involved in many restoration projects 
in the state of Washington and his specialty is in Victorian 
homes. Chuck and Nancy were so excited when they learned 
about our association and the Thayer Genealogy Project. It is 
inspiring just to be in their presence. Chuck’s attitude is one of 
wanting to express his profound love and appreciation for his 
beloved great grandmother, Anna Louden10 (Edwin9, Henry 
Osborne8, Oel/Orwell7, Windsor6, Stephen5, Samuel4, Thomas3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER through his service and help 
to others. My crystal ball can see Chuck shining brightly in the 
future of TFA’s leadership. 
    Another of our outstanding Washington cousins has made 
recent headlines. Donald Owen THAYER of Chehalis, WA 
was elected “Mayor” of Kosmos, Washington. The former 
timber camp had its 11th annual reunion and picnic in August 
and as part of tradition a “mayor” is elected. Don said “Kosmos 
was a nice place to live. We didn’t have a television, so we 
found our fun in the woods, fishing and hunting.” After Don 
served a stint in the Korean War he came back to Kosmos and 
worked in the woods for a time. It was a happy group of people 
who attended the traditional gathering and shared memories of 
their past and proud roots. States Don’s wife, Betty, “Kosmos 
is like the musical "Brigadoon"-- it comes alive once a year!!  
Kosmos is a Greek work meaning "universe"--considering 
these people were isolated at the East end of Lewis county they 
worked, played and shared their lives together--extended 
family.” 
    Don serves as my Family Representative in the line of Israel 
THAYER and Sally LINSEY. His lineage follows:  Donald 
Owen11 (Jesse Lyman10, Lyman Owen9, William Lyman8, 
Israel7, Jonathan6, Cornelius5, Jonathan4, Josiah3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER. 
    My library here at home continues to grow with such 
wonderful Thayer-related treasures. Some of you have shared 
old Family Bibles and photographs. Please, if you have early 
photos of unknown family members---do not toss them out. I 
can archive them here in the hopes they may some day take on 
identity.  If you have pre-1920 Thayer photographs to share 
that have not already been submitted, please contact me for 
instructions on how these may be included in my 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America. 
 

 
WOW, Available at Last! 

ORDERS for an Author's Limited Special Edition of 
the Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America Descendants of Nathaniel 
Thayer should be sent ASAP to Patricia Muno.  
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    At the time of this newsletter's deadline, major decisions are 
in the making as to the publishing procedures for The 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America - 
Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer Immigrant to America 1660. 
A Special Author's Limited Edition seems to be the best option 
to ensure anxiously awaiting descendants of a holiday printing. 
A limited special edition press run can be accomplished with 
prepayment before submission to Braintree for on-going 
availability and wider distribution. This Author's Special 
Edition will follow the format of the Gloucestershire England 
edition previously printed and also available on call at this time 
(7 are available). 
    Interested individuals will need to request and "pre-pay" the 
author for the Special Author's Limited Edition, which will be 
signed and numbered as a limited edition. It is hoped that 
Braintree will in the future print all editions and continue to 
make available at a future time a total Comprehensive Set. 
These arrangements are yet to be finalized. A final decision to 
make this special edition immediately available partly rested on 
the additional time it would take to finalize and coordinate 
necessary publishing with Braintree 
 
    This Special Edition is 285 pages; 149 more pages than 
the "England" book and includes 42 pages with 54 rare 
photographs not to mention many period illustrations. 
  
Order INFORMATION: To secure a signed and numbered 
Special Edition copy, make Checks and orders out to Patricia 
Muno and address your order to 6885 SW 161 Place Beaverton 
Oregon 97007-6336 for $89 dollars which includes  $5 priority 
postage and handling. Don't forget your return address, and if 
additional copies are being ordered and you wish to have them 
sent elsewhere please indicate where! …A printable order form 
can be found on our web site, and may also be requested via 
email to TriciaMuno@aol.com. For your convenience, an order 
form is included in this issue on the reverse side of the insert 
that depicts the cover of the book. 
 

From Patricia’s Mail BagFrom Patricia’s Mail Bag 
 

    In the “Oldest living Thayer” saga, I would like to mention 
the following bit from Evelynne Thayer Hicks who had this to 
say about her sister: 
    “Mamie Thayer Kindelberger celebrated her 98th birthday 
on June 2, 2000.”  
    States Evelynne:  “Her eyesight is failing, but she is sharp as 
a tack mentally and still lives alone in her Senior complex 
apartment.” 
 
    Mamie’s lineage follows: Mamie10 (Walter Franklin9, 
George Coffee8, George Washington7, Jacob6, Elisha5, Philip4, 
Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) THAYER 

 
 
 

 
 

    The following query has been forwarded to me by Dick 
Thayer, my Thayer Military Rep. This comes from Paul R. 
Cady: 
    Simeon (David4, Josiah3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER 
was a relative of mine, either by marriage or birth. My great-
great-great grandfather William W. Burr was executor of 
Simeon Thayer’s estate when he died in 1800. William W. Burr 
inherited from Simeon Thayer a diary that he had written  
while a member of Benedict Arnold’s March on Quebec. 
William Burr notes inside the cover of the journal that Thayer 
was his great-great uncle. I came into possession of the journal 
from my father I sold the journal in 1977 to John Nicholas 
Brown of Providence, RI, who had it restored and donated it to 
the Rhode Island Historical Society. I have been unable to 
determine the relationship of W. W. Burr to Simeon Thayer. 
Any suggestions would be appreciated. Sincerely yours, Paul 
R. Cady. 
    Individuals having leads on the possible relationship or 
connection of William W. Burr please respond directly to Paul 
at his e-mail address:  pcady@webtv.net.  t 
 

Membership ReportMembership Report  
 
    ANNUAL DUES FOR 2001 are now being accepted. Yes, it 
is that time of the year again. As a reminder, all dues need to be 
paid by December 31, 2000. Single membership is only $15 per 
year, and family membership (two people living on the same 
dwelling) is $25. Lets put the Secretary and Membership 
Chairman to work right away! Please forward your dues to the 
Thayer Families Association, P.O. Box 0012, Braintree, MA 
02185-0012. For your convenience, a dues renewal form is 
included in this issue. Thanks for your continued support. 
    We currently have 548 Individual Memberships and 77 
Family Memberships, for a total Membership of 625. 
 
Our new members to report this quarter are:  
    Jackson, Kathleen Elizabeth Thayer, Claire, MI 
    Jones, Darlene Thayer, Beaver Falls, PA 
    Pickney-Hamilton, Patricia Jean, Lebanon, CT 
    Pruitt, Julie Sellek, St. Johns, MI 
    Thayer, Deborah Joan, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada  t 
 

From the Editor…From the Editor…  
 
    For once, I am at a loss of what to say in my column. I have 
been busy planning out issues and nearly forgot about my own 
input.  
    I just returned from the states after taking two weeks 
emergency leave in Michigan. My father is doing great after 
minor surgery. And, since I was there, I was even able to sneak 
in a few days of cemetery searching, two days of rabbit hunting 
(rabbits 1, me 0), and a day visiting my aunt in Traverse City, 
who helped clarify some data I was missing. All in all a good 
trip considering the circumstances on why I was home. 
    It is looking better and better that my father Richard and I 
will be attending the reunion in 2001. We look forward to 
meeting everyone there. I will be personally accepting article 
inputs while there. 
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    Another full issue, thanks to all who contributed articles. As 
always, I welcome all article inputs in any format, even if it is 
just an email. In upcoming issues, expect some general interest 
articles.  t 
 
 

Thayer Families Association FundThayer Families Association Fund 
 
August 9, 1999 
Guidelines for Use of Thayer Families Association Fund held 
by the Braintree Historical Society, Inc. 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
The Thayer families [sic] Association Fund was established 21 
Jun 99 by a vote of the Braintree Historical society’s [sic] 
Board of Trustees. This fund is a temporarily restricted fund 
(IRS designation). 
 

STATEMENT OF RESTRICTION: 
The Thayer Families Association Fund was created to pay for 
the publication and distribution of thoroughly researched 
scholarly works documenting the genealogy of the Thayer 
Family and/or its direct line descendants. The principal of the 
fund is to be used for this purpose. 
 

APPLICATION FOR USE BY AUTHORS: 
1. Writers must submit a letter of intent, a partial manuscript 
and a reference/bibliography sheet of each work wishing to be 
published. 
2. Braintree Historical Society, Inc. (herein referred to as 
‘BHS’) will send information to the Thayer Family [sic] 
Association for review to ensure that each submission meets 
the requirements of the restriction. Authors’ names will be 
withheld to ensure anonymity of review. Submissions will need  
to be returned to BHS within six weeks. 
3. Works will be published in the order in which they are 
received and reviewed. In the event that two or more works are 
received on the same day, previously published authors will 
receive preference. 
4. BHS will try to respond to each author’s query within 8 to 10 
weeks of the submission with decision of review and expected 
times for publication. 
5. BHS is not responsible for editing, proofing or research pre-
publication works. 
6. BHS will retain all rights to any work that is published 
through this fund unless specifically noted otherwise. 
7. Payment to authors will be handled on a case-by-case 
basis. Payment to one author will in no way set precedent to 
following authors. 

APPLICATION ADDRESS: 
Letters of intent, manuscripts, and citations should be sent to: 
    Braintree Historical Society, Inc. 
    Thayer Families Association Fund 
    31 Tenney Road 
    Braintree, MA  02184 
 

OPERATIONS GUIDELINES FOR FUND: 
1. 50% of the cost of each publication must remain in the fund 
to assist in the distribution and storage of the publication. 

2. Payment to authors will be made through use of the fund, 
sales from fund publication or interested derived from the fund. 
3. All costs for publication of above material must be covered 
by the Thayer Families Association Fund alone. 
4. Cost of the publication will be returned to the fund through 
the sales of books. Profits from each sale will be used at the 
discretion of BHS. 
5. The minimum number in the initial printing for each 
publication will be 300 copies. Additional copies and any 
reprinting is at the discretion of BHS. 
6. Each publication will be printed on acid free paper (if 
available) and bound and covered in an appropriate manner for 
that type of publication. 
7. All initial distribution of publications will be handled 
through BHS. 
8. Initial sales of publication will be handled by BHS. 
9. Any organization or author wishing to assist in the marketing 
of any publication may do so only with the written permission 
of BHS. 
    We, the below signed, as members of the Executive Board of 
the Thayer Families Association, with to create a principal 
restricted fund at the Braintree Historical Society. The fund is 
to be named The Thayer Families Association Fund. The 
restrictions are as follow: 
    The principal of the fund will be restricted to the publication 
and distribution of thoroughly researched scholarly works 
documenting the genealogy of the Thayer Family and or its 
direct line descendants. 
    Voted by the Executive Board of the Thayer Families 
Association. 
    Dated:  (variously, as each signature was received.) 
Albert Thayer Morton, President, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-1999) 
David Manville Thayer, Vice President, Thayer Families 
Association (1998-1999) 
C. Russell Thayer, Secretary, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-1999) 
Judith L. Young-Thayer, Treasurer, Thayer Families 
Association (1998-1999) 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Director, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-2000) 
Elizabeth Parker Vaulin, Director, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-1999) 
Curtis Ross Thayer, Director, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-2000) 
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd, Director, Thayer Families 
Association (1998-2000) 
Thayer Phillips Reese, Director, Thayer Families Association 
(1998-1999)  t 
 
 

Stories Stories NeededNeeded  
 

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to maintain 
your newsletter. Please consider sharing a Thayer related 
family with the rest of your family. Submit completed stories to 
the Editor at the address listed on the back of this newsletter or 
email them. Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will 
write the article for you. Editor  t 
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CONTACTING THE TFACONTACTING THE TFA  
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer: 

Thayer Families Association 
P.O. Box 12 

Braintree, MA 02185-0012 
Email: crt42@prodigy.net 

 
For membership issues, info, and address corrections, please 
write: 

Albert Thayer Morton 
115 Willow Pond Way 

Penfield, NY 14526-2621 
Email: ThayerATM@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family Representative, 
please write: 

Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 

Hampton, VA 23669-1531 
Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

 
Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 

The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2000, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed late in the month as 
follows: Winter (Feb); Spring (May); Summer (Aug); Fall 
(Nov). Back issues are available from 1994 to present, some 
may be a photocopy. Cost is $2 each for members, $5 each for 
non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, P.O. Box 
12, Braintree MA, 02185-0012) A cumulative index, 
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the 
newsletter (prior to the current issue) is available for $10 to the 
above address. 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the 
address in the return address block of this page or email the 
editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file 
containing the article. Your articles and submissions may be 
edited (respectfully) for length and readability. Please provide 
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at 
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited 
to you. Deadline for the Winter Issue is February 10th.  t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
PSC 473 BOX 1837 
FPO, AP 96349-5555 

 


