
                                                                          
 
West Point Representatives Help 
Facilitate TFA Annual Reunion Plans 
 
 

This is a transcribed issue in 
order to create a usable electronic 
format. The sidebar header has 
been retained; the articles below 
are what appeared when this issue 
was printed. 
 
Plans are almost complete for the 
Thayer Families Association Reunion 
and Annual Meeting, to be held at 
Hotel Thayer, on the grounds of the 
United States Military Academy, West 
Point, June 16-17, 2000. 
 
Carolyn and I visited Hotel Thayer in 
October. We were joined by Donna and 
Curt Thayer, and the four of us spent a 
good deal of time meeting with the  
professionals who will be handling the 
event.  
  
One of our objectives was to eliminate 
as many deadlines as possible, and 
work in tandem with the Hotel Thayer 
and Academy. West Point tours has  
been especially helpful in 
accommodating the TFA, to combine a 
meaningful visit for Thayer  
descendants with the scheduling re 
realities of a  
military academy.  
  
The Treasurer�s Report of October 
shows appropriate financial resources 
to meet our reunion goals. Judy Thayer 
has prepared a detailed schedule of 
activities, and registration form, which 
is included in this newsletter. You�ll 

note that TFA has been able to pick up 
the tab for the tour buses and tour  
guides, and set forth a schedule of 
activities that will make you very proud 
of the Thayer contribution to America�s 
military. 
 
However, meals, travel, and the board 
are not included. I can�t emphasize 
enough how important it is that you 
preregister for the TFA meals you plan 
to attend.                     (cont. page 2)  
  
  

TFA Emphasizes  
Prompt Registration  
For Reunion Plans  
  
It�s extremely important to pre-
register for the West Point 
Reunion, especially if you plan to 
attend the TFA dinners and 
luncheon.  
  
If you are planning to stay at Hotel 
Thayer, please don�t delay  making 
your reservations. Hotel Thayer  
800247-5047 ww.hotelthayer.com  
  
Attendance at the meals, or 
choosing Hotel Thayer, is not 
required, but you are urged to 
contact a travel agent and make 
other plans well in advance.  
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(Reunion, cont.)  
Phase One renovation of the huge, granite Hotel  
Thayer -- built in 1926 -- will continue into 2000,  
but Hotel officials have assured me the work will 
not hinder our reunion. The Hotel has a magnificent 
view of the Hudson River on one side, and the 
Academy on the other. The hotel is clean, spacious, 
and elegant: the staff is very friendly and helpful.  
  
Some of the TFA reunion activities will be held in  
an addition to the hotel, which was added in the  
1940.s. Though the renovation plans are to keep  
pace with modern standards, but not change the  
charm and ambiance of the Hotel, this 1940�s  
addition will be razed during a later phase of  
renovation. It seems fitting that we�ll be able to  
appreciate this part of the historic property one last  
time before it is gone.  
  
There are a number of good restraints, and motels, 
in the local area of Highland Falls. All TFA 
members who attend the reunion are welcome to 
make arrangements which suit their preferences.  
Regardless of where you stay, or which scheduled  
TFA activities you attend, I�m confident you�ll 
enjoy this reunion and talk about it for years to 
come.  
  
Wishing all of you a Happy Holiday Season, and  
wonderful New Year.  
  
Albert Thayer Morton  
President, Thayer Families Association  
  
  
  
New URLs for TFA Homepage  
  
Webmaster Rodney Lee Thayer would like to note  
the generous donation of webspace for the TFA  
Homepage by TFA member Charles Thayer. This  
is in addition to the site donated by Lee. Either will  
access the homepage: www.ThayerFamily.com or  
www.thayer.genealogist.net  The old address is no  
longer valid: 
www.members.tripod.com/tfa2/tfa.htm.  
  
  

TFA Membership Report 
  
By now, each of you should have received your 
dues renewal notices. Please respond as soon as 
possible. With the upcoming reunion at West Point 
this June, it is necessary that we have a firm count 
on the membership.  
  
You�ll also note the opportunity to take advantage 
of the new Family Membership. This not only 
helps support TFA, it allows for two adult 
members in a household to each have full 
membership in the TFA. (Your dues notice refers to 
Family Membership as a husband and wife. Please 
note the correction to adults from the same 
household. Siblings, parent and child, etc.) Full 
membership means, specifically, the right to vote 
and hold office. You must be a TFA member in 
good standing (that.s a nice way of saying your dues 
are current) to vote on TFA matters at the business 
meeting, held at the annual reunion.  
  
Family Membership is $25. If you have already  
renewed individually and would like to add an adult  
and take advantage of Family Membership, please  
send $10 to the TFA, PO Box 12, Braintree, MA  
02185-0012. Be sure to include your name and 
name of the person you are adding.  
  
Change of Address issues have recently come up,  
due to several issues of the newsletter not being  
received. The newsletter is a �bulk� mailing, and 
not forwarded by the post office. Please keep your  
address current to avoid this problem.  
  
Welcome new members Lucy Miles Hill of  
Phoenix, Arizona; Paul Allen and Annely Marika  
Thayer of Painesvill, Ohio; and Enrique Alberto  
Thayer of Panama. Carolyn Morton and Constance  
Thayer joined in Family Membership with their  
husbands.  
TFA membership now numbers 547.  
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Searching for Royalty, And 
Finding A Thayer 

by Jean DeBuchananne Hurst 
  
I can still remember, as a young girl, being told by  
my grandfather that I descended from French  
royalty. And it had to be true-after all, there were 
the obituaries written at the time of my great- 
grandfathers death. �Descendants of French kings�,  
�Direct heir to the throne of France�, and  
�Descendant of the Duke of Orleans of the house of  
Bourbon�, were just some of the assertions.  
  
My great grandfather was James DeBuchananne. 
His obituaries stated that he was born in Haverhill, 
MA on June 4. The year was given as either 1836 or  
1838. Orphaned before the age of 5, he was  
supposedly raised by an elderly couple, after his  
father mysteriously disappeared. His mother was  
said to have died shortly following his birth.  
  
James DeBuchananne always admitted to using an  
assumed name, supposedly to thwart emissaries of  
the exiled French royal family who had been sent to  
assassinate him. He also claimed to have served  
during the civil war as a spy for General Morgan,  
assisting Morgan in his historic escape.  
  
The same obituaries reported Rev. James  
DeBuchananne�s 20 years as pastor of the Belknap  
Congressional Church in Dover, New Hampshire.  
He allegedly left that church after being charged  
with heresy. He also claimed to be a physician. The  
last years of his life, before his death on September  
1, 1896, were spent as a Spiritualist lecturer. He 
died in Galveston, Texas and was buried at sea in a 
casket with a silver nameplate bearing the 
inscription �James DeBuchananne, D�Orleans, de 
Bourbon, L.D.P�.  
  
I decided to begin my search by confirming that  
Rev. DeBuchananne had indeed been the pastor of  
the Belknap Congressional Church in Dover.  
However, records showed that he had remained at  
the church only 4 years, not the 20 years claimed in  
the obituary. By 1882 Rev. DeBuchananne had  
disappeared from the Congregational ministry.  
  

The New Hampshire Historical Society provided 
me with selected pages from the minutes of the 
Belknap Society. Here was the first big surprise-a 
reference to Mrs. Carrie DeBuchananne. Who was 
this person? No one in the family knew there had 
been a first wife. A check of the 1880 Dover census 
found James DeBuchananne, clergyman, born in  
Massachusetts, age 30, wife Caroline, age 434, and  
stepson George Woodwell, age 23 in the family.  
Could this be an error? According to the obituaries,  
James DeBuchananne should have been 43 or 44  
years old, not 30!  
  
I then located author Ed Wentworth of Dover. He  
examined early Dover newspapers from when Rev.  
DeBuchananne was a Dover resident. He 
discovered and article announcing the Rev. 
DeBuchananne�s divorce petition had been denied 
and that the Reverend �in consequence of ill health� 
was leaving town.  
  
The Dover divorce record provided the first clues  
that led to what I believe is my Thayer connection.  
In the divorce petition James DeBuchananne states  
that he married Caroline Woodwell, a widow, on  
January 3, 1876 in Somerville, MA. I then located  
the marriage intention, filed in Somerville, MA in  
December 1875. Here James gives his birthplace as  
Haverhill, MA. He states that his age is 22 and 
gives his father�s name as Phylonzo, his mother�s 
name is shown as Mary. The year of his birth now 
appears to be circa 1854.    (cont. page 4)  
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(Searching, cont.)  
I had previously searched the Haverhill birth 
records from before 1830 to 1860 and had found no 
entries for any individual by the name of 
DeBuchananne. No surprise, because James 
DeBuchananne admitted to using an alias. I checked 
again, this time looking for any male child born to a 
father named Phylonzo. There was only one -- 
James B. Ricker, born June 4, 1856/ Father: 
Phylonzo. Mother: Harriet E. A check of the LDS 
IGI quickly led to the marriage record for Phylonzo 
Ricker and Harriet E. Thayer, daughter of Vinnel 
Thayer and Bathsheba Newell.  
  
In order to learn more about this Ricker family, I  
checked A Genealogy of the Ricker Family, by 
Percy Leroy Ricker and Elwin R. Holland (Heritage  
Books, 1996). This reference shows the birth of  
James Buchanan Ricker, 4 June 1856 in Plaistow,  
New Hampshire, son of Phylonzo and Harriet E.  
Thayer.  
  
Rev. James DeBuchananne moved to Bonne Terre,  
Missouri after leaving Dover. It was in Bonne Terre  
that he married my great-grandmother, Bessie  
Francis, in 1884. James apparently left Bessie after  
several years and traveled as a Spiritualist lecturer    
in the company of a Miss Ella J. Cutler. When he  
died in Galveston, Texas in 1896 Miss Cutler --  
alleged to have been his grandniece -- made all the  
arrangements for his burial at sea. None of his  
immediate family or his widow were in attendance 
at his funeral. No will was ever probated. He was  
always a �mystery man� to my father and his  
siblings. According to my aunt, family members  
rarely discussed him. The only information ever  
known about him was that contained in his  
obituaries, apparently written by Miss Ella Cutler  
and his Spiritualist friends.  
  
Have I solved the mystery of the real identity of  
James DeBuchananne? Was he actually born as  
James Buchanan Ricker, son of Harriet E. Thayer  
and Phylonzo Ricker? Both men have the same  
birthday, June 4th, in the same town, Haverhill, 
MA. Both men have fathers by the name Phylonzo. 
And both men share the �Buchanan� name. If yes, 
why would James Buchanan Ricker have changed 

his name to James DeBuchananne, falsified his age 
by 20 years, claimed service in the Civil War and a  
medical degree, and laid claim to the throne of  
France? Was there something in his past he was  
attempting to hide?  
  
Since this is my first attempt at genealogy, there are  
perhaps other avenues I should pursue, or clues I  
have missed. Any ideas or suggestions are 
welcome; my search for additional information 
continues.  
  
Jean DeBuchananne Hurst  
4001 Forest Glen Drive  
Greensburg, PA  15601  
Jahurst@aol.com  
  
  
  

Dorothy Francis Thayer 
January 2, 1902 - October 10, 1999 

Submitted by Jerry Thayer 
  
Dorothy Frances Thayer was born in Avon, MA on  
January 2, 1902, and lived most of her 97 years in  
the same house. She was the daughter of Orrin  
Tracey Thayer (Zibeon, Orrin T., Joel, Richard,  
Richard, John, Richard, Richard, Richard the  
immigrant) and Ida C. Dunbar.  
  
Dorothy went to work after high school in the Keith  
Shoe Compnay, Brockton. On April 18, 1924, she  
married Everett L. Litchfield and had two 
daughters, Betty Frances and Shirly Ann. Dorothy 
saw her daughters and two grandsons happily 
married, and was blessed with 2 greatgrandchildren, 
and 2 stepgreatgrandchildren. Dorothy and Everett 
had been married 73 years when he died July 21, 
1997.  
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Abbott Handerson Thayer 
And His Art 

by Will Thayer 
  
Over the weekend of August 14, 1999, Lloyd (my  
brother) and Ann (his girlfriend - they attended TFA  
Reunion in 1998,) Carolyn and I sojourned to  
Washington, DC, to see a wonderful exhibit of  
Abbott Handerson (William Henry, Leon, Zephion,  
Zebediah, Ebenezer, Ebenezer, Thomas, Thomas)  
Thayer.  
  
I was aware of Thayer�s work, but came to learn of  
the art shows at the National Museum of American  
Art and the Freer Gallery. Smithsonian had a 
lengthy article recounting Thayer�s life, art, and 
associations. Not only was he a painter of angels, 
but he was the father of camouflage.  
  
Abbott was born into a distinguished family in 1849  
and died at Mt. Monadnock, New Hampshire, in  
1921. A New Englander, he expressed the spiritual  
in his work, and was known as a .soul painter.. A  
friend of John Singer Sargent, Abbott had a 
lucrative and successful portrait business and 
received as much as $10,000 per painting - an 
astronomical sum at the turn of the century.  
  
In 1901, Abbott moved to his beloved Mt.  
Monadnock region of New Hampshire from New  
York City, and included much of that environment  
in his work. During World War I, Abbott advocated  
camouflage derived from the natural coloration of  
animals in the wild. Eventually, his theories of  
coloration and camouflage transformed military  
uniforms and equipment. But at the time, Abbott�s  
revolutionary ideas did not receive a warm 
welcome. President Teddy Roosevelt was not 
impressed with work.  
  
Abbott Thayer did not consider himself religious in 
a traditional sense, but painted his children as 
angels. He had a transcendentalist/Emersonian 
appreciation of nature, and felt nature held a special 
purity, truth, and beauty. Although his home was 
filled with exotic animals, Abbott maintained a 
mendacious obsession of having his children sleep 

out of doors in -30° temperatures, because he 
thought it healthy and invigorating.  
 
While at the National Museum of American Art, a  
woman asked if I were related to Abbott as I was  
commenting on a display of his brushes, paints, and  
photos of his immediate family.  
  
I said I was a distant relation, as all Thayers are  
related, and she said Abbott�s great-grandson was in  
the gallery. We had a great time with our newfound  
cousin, David Leo, and his family. (Naturally, I put  
in a plug for TFA.)  
  
My new cousin�s mother and aunt did portraits of  
many senators and representatives in DC, and  
painted the Nixon and Johnson family portraits. So  
the artistic tradition continued after Abbott.  
  
Currently, angels are very popular as the 
millennium closes. Abbott Thayer�s angels were 
reproduced in the December 27, 1993 issue of Time 
magazine, in an article entitled, �Angels Among 
Us.� Today, Thayer�s legacy is alive and with us, as 
late 19th century art reasserts itself. A truly gifted 
artist, meticulous craftsman, and inventor, Thayer 
died May 29, 1921. Upon hearing of Thayer�s 
death, John Singer Sargent said, �Too bad he�s 
gone. He was the best of them.�  
  
* Abbott Handerson Thayer�s art can be viewed  
online in a �virtual gallery� on the National  
Museum�s website: www.nmaa.si.edu/thayer   
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�To Be�Or Not To Be� 
The Long Story of TFA�s 
Incorporation Dilemma 

by Judy Thayer, TFA Treasurer 
  
For several years, the Thayer Families Association  
has been incorporated in the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts as a non-profit organization. The  
incorporation was a necessary step in the 
application for IRS classification as a Tax Exempt 
Organization.  
  
Somewhere between TFA�s application for the 
Non-Profit Incorporation in Massachusetts and its  
approval, the �rules of the game� changed without  
notice. TFA no longer qualified for Tax Exempt  
status under new IRS guidelines.  
  
However, TFA was, in fact, a Massachusetts  
corporation - albeit with a �non-profit� 
classification - and was therefore liable for 
Massachusetts Corporation taxes, and obligated to 
file a Massachusetts Annual Corporation Report, 
with its requisite filing fee. TFA was also liable for 
Federal IRS Small Business Corporation taxes.  
  
After the initial shock of the tax liability and  
payments on TFA�s small treasury set it, the  
consensus of opinion was that TFA should  
disincorporate as rapidly as possible, and shed the  
mandatory Massachusetts taxes and Corporation  
Annual Report Fee. Over the course of two years,  
this opinion grew among TFA officers and board  
members, and gained popularity with more active  
TFA members.  
  
In 1998 and 1999, TFA President Albert Thayer  
Morton explored the possibility of disincorporation  
with a lawyer and a CPA. The final opinion of these  
professionals was that a Massachusetts lawyer and  
CPA were better equipped to advise the TFA on  
complicated Massachusetts law.  
  
In June, 1999, prior to the TFA General Meeting, 
the TFA Board met with attorney Edward Duvall, 
and thoroughly discussed the ramifications of TFA  
opting for disincorporation. Mr. Duvall�s main point  
was the discouraging information that it would take  

three years for TFA to disincorporate, during which 
time TFA would still be liable for Massachusetts 
taxes, and filing the annual Corporation Report.  
  
The TFA Board also met with Brian Kolner of  
Braintree Historical Society that same June, to  
discuss establishing a publishing fund. Brian  
expressed his opinion that continued incorporation 
in the state of Massachusetts would strengthen the  
TFA�s public perception as a reputable Association,  
and validate fund raising efforts for publication of  
reputable Thayer genealogies, histories, and other  
interests. (Braintree Historical Society approved the  
establishment of the BHS Thayer Families  
Association Publishing Fund in late June, 1999.)  
  
Considering the advice of Massachusetts attorney  
Edward Duvall, and Brian Kolner�s experience, the  
TFA Board ultimately voted that TFA would 
remain incorporated in the Commonwealth of  
Massachusetts.   
  
 
To contribute to the BHS/TFA Publishing Fund,  
please send your tax deductible contribution to:      
  
Braintree Historical Society  
31 Tenney Road  
Braintree, MA  02184-6512  
  
�For Thayer Families Association Publishing Fund�  
  
  
To obtain a copy of the bylaws of the Thayer  
Families Association, please write:  
  
Clint Thayer  
TFA Membership Chairman  
10 Quinley Way  
Waterford, CT  06385-4128  
email: ClntThayer@aol.com  
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Rooms Still Available  
Clint Thayer reports that Ted Thayer of Middleton,  
NY and his sister Sal Thayer Wheeler of Goshen,  
NY still have some rooms available for members  
attending the reunion at West Point. Ted is also able  
to provide transportation to reunion events. Contact  
Ted at 914-343-5494, or Sal at 914-294-5985. Sal  
and Ted�s kind offer should help TFA members 
who are finding hotels expenses to be beyond their  
projected travel budget.  
  
The National Roll of Honor  
At last June�s TFA Annual Meeting and Reunion,  
Judy Thayer introduced members to the National  
Roll of Honor Maintained by the Washington  
National Cathedral.  
  
The National Cathedral describes it this way:  
�It is the mission of the Washington National  
Cathedral to be both a house of prayer for all 
people, and a great church for national purposes. As 
part of this mission, the Cathedral offers the 
opportunity for enrollment in a permanent National 
Roll of Honor. Anyone who has served our country 
in any of the Armed Forces, either currently or in 
the past, is eligible for enrollment.  
  
�The names and service records of these men and  
women are preserved in volumes housed in the War  
Memorial Chapel within the Cathedral.  
  
�You are invited to submit your name and record, or  
that of a spouse, relative, or friend. Once returned,  
this form will be placed in the National Roll of  
Honor.�  
  
To request the form for inclusion in the National  
Roll of Honor, write:  
  
Washington National Cathedral  
3000 Wisconsin Ave. N.E.  
Washington, DC  20016  
(202)537-6000  
   
 
 
 
 

Thayeritage Enthusiastically Planned 
Submitted by Curt and Donna Thayer 

  
We are planning to have Thayeritage again at the  
reunion and want lots of pictures, and other  
memorabilia you may have, to display. This is a  
wonderful feature of our annual get-together, and  
everyone is so interested in the stories behind the  
pictures and items.  
  
This year TFA will have a generous area for  
displaying our Thayeritage mementoes, and we�d  
love to fill it up with many tables. There is also time  
in the schedule for relaxing and visiting between  
events -- a perfect chance to share �all things  
Thayer.�  
  
Please bring whatever you may have from a Thayer  
ancestor, or items with a Thayer history or link.  
Nothing is too big or too small. (Unless you can�t  
get it on the plane.) Thanks.  
  
If you have questions about Thayeritage, you can  
reach Curt and Donna at crth@concentric.net  
  
Curt Thayer was interviewed by Midland  
Community Television in its �Forum 2000�  
collaboration with the Midland Daily News, and  
excerpts were printed in the paper�s August 15  
edition. The Forum 2000 effort highlights Midland  
residents with roots in the community, and who 
have contributed to the quality of life there.  
  
One more time.  
  
The TFA Officers and board members need your  
help to make the West Point Annual Meeting and  
Reunion of 2000 the kind of success they are  
working diligently to achieve. Please renew your  
Individual or Family Membership without delay, so  
the membership rolls will be current, and send in 
the registration form included with this newsletter 
so we can accurately project and accommodate 
attendance. Don�t wait to make your travel 
arrangements.  
  
Reunion Registration Form has been removed 
form this electronic copy.  END




