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Writing Novels Isn t Coal Mining
by James Stewart Thayer

the family were farmers as far back as records serve, and
my mother’s side were
coal miners.  Writing
novels is not as hard as h*
farming or coal mining.

My eeventh novel,
Force 12, will be
published by Simon &
Schuster in March, 2001.
My books usually receive
good reviews (“All the
dash of lan Fleming at his
best, though Thayer's
characters come straight :
out of EImore Leonard,” — | e
Chicago Tribune), but
once in a while | get my
head stove in (‘fast-food
hamburger writing,” -
New York Times). And
these two reviews were for the same novel.

Michael Korda, my editor at Simon & Schuster, and afabled
editor and a terrific writer in his own right, has written in his
memoir Another Life, “Nothing is more boring than listening to
someone tell the plot of a novel.” So | won't. Suffice it to say
that in Force 12 the good guys win but it's close. In fact, that’s
true of al ten prior novels, and of most good books.

Before | contacted Patricia Thayer Muno and the Thayer
Families Association, | knew my Thayer heritage only as far
back as my great, great grandfather. | was delighted that she
could fill in the rest: James Stewart (13), James Lewis (12),
James Lawrence (11), Newell (10), Sylvester (9), Alanson (8),
Jonathan (7), Cornelius (6), Jonathan (5), Josiah (4),
Ferdinando (3), Thomas (2), Richard ().

I was born in Eugene, Oregon and was raised in Eastern
Washington. | graduated from Washington State University in
1971 and the University of Chicago Law School in 1974.
Practicing law for a few years taught me that the law is both
noble and dull.

My first novel was begun when | was 24 years old, and I'm
51 now, which means that, let's see, I'll finish my 40" novel
when I'm 122.

I "m often asked if writing novelsis hard. My father’s side of
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My novels have been trandated into all major European
languages and into Chinese and Japanese. In addition to Simon
& Schuster publishing the last three novels, Reader’s Digest
has also condensed and published them. George Clooney has
optioned my novel Five Past Midnight.

My wife Patti and | have two daughters, Alexandra (age 11)
and Annemarie (8). My wife is more gracious than Nora Joyce,
who once asked her husband James, “Why don’'t you write
books people can read?”’

The weirdest thing that ever happened to me researching a
novel occurred in a Thailand forest, when a monkey jumped
from a tree onto my back. Suddenly and without warning. I'm
not talking about one of those cute little monkeys wearing a
diaper from the Ed Sullivan Show. This animal weighed about
fifty pounds, and had mustard yellow, mangy hair and green
teeth and villainous hazel eyes. He gave me a big hug. |
thought this was fun for about one second, until | tried to put
some air between me and that critter. But he clung to melike a
lifering.

| grabbed two of his paws to peel him away, but he still had
two feet and a tail connected to me. So | released a paw and
grabbed one of his feet, but he was still glued to me with three
appendages. And al the while this simian face, knobby and
leering, full of deep nostrils and bad teeth and a juicy rolling
tongue--rather resembling the Wicked Witch of the West--was
squarely in front of me, its fangs barred, exhaling a rotten odor
that chased away all the good air.

| don’t know how long this struggle lasted, but eventualy a
man stepped from behind the tree. The fellow was wearing a
singlet, shorts, and a knowing smile. Then | had one of those
awful instants of total revelation. | asked wearily, “How
much?’ He replied, “Five hundred baht.” The monkey let me
reach for my wallet, of course. When | handed over the money,
the animal leaped off me to its owner. | went back to the
Bangkok hotel and took a shower, poorer but smarter.

The New Y ork Times came around, by the way. Or maybe |
got better. Reviewing alater book, they said that my writing “is
smooth and clear. Deceptively simple, it wastes no words, and

it has arhythm that only confident stylists achieve.” [l

Reuben Thayer, Veteran
by Judy Sisk

not gotten beyond tracing lineage. Aside from the

I started researching last May on my entire family and have
information here presented here, | really don’t have too



much but it is a good start.

Reuben was the son of Reuben Thayer of Massachusetts.
The elder Reuben is listed in the DAR Revolutionary War
Patriots' Index. He was born in Mendon, MA and married
Abigail Wood. He was listed as a Private in Captain B. Read’s
Company, Colonel Nathan Tyler’s Regiment (Worcester Co.,
MA), which marched on an alarm in Rhode Island.

Reuben and Abigail and their children moved to Livingston
Co. New York in the early 1800's, and that is where the son
Reuben entered into the War of 1812. He married Mary
Vandeventer therein 1811.

By 1830 or 1831 the younger Reuben had moved his family
to Carroll County, Indiana, wherethey lived in Pittsburg, which
is across the Wabash River from Delphi, the county seat.

The younger Reuben’'s son, aso a Reuben (the third in a
row!), born in 1818 (probably in New Y ork), was listed in the
1850 Federal census for Carroll County as a ferryman. Before
bridges, he helped people coming from and going to Delphi
across the Wabash River. The family “legend” has it that this
third Reuben left for California upon news of the California
gold rush, made his way to New Orleans, took a ship to the
Isthmus of Panama, walked across, caught another ship going
to San Francisco, and from there proceeded into gold country.
He came home without any gold, so the story goes. He IS listed
in the 1850 census in Carroll County Indiana, so he either |eft
to go gold hunting late or this story is not atogether fact!!
However, it has been passed down to us as afamily story.

My mother Gwin May (who is an association member from
Sequim, Washington and turned 89 in March) had written on a
piece of paper that the 3rd Reuben, who according to family
legend went to California in search of gold, had stayed in Ash
Grove in California when he was there. Well, | got
to looking at an Indiana map, and there is an Ash Grove very
near Pittsburg, Indiana, where he had lived and worked as a
ferryman. | think this may be the Ash Grove where he spent his
last years, since he didn’t show up in the 1860 Federal census
in Pittsburg, but must have been somewhere in the vicinity. |
have not
followed up on this census search yet.

| contacted the National Archives and received two sets of
papers. The first set was his service record and was
minimal. The second set was related to the Land Bounty Act
and the land he was given and included much more
information.

Service record:

“Thayer, Reuben, Capt. Asa Ransom’'s Co. Cav., New York
Vols. (War of 1812.), Sergeant, Card No. 37954502, 4544. No
personal papersincl. Company Pay Roll: Dec. 19, 1813 to Jan.
25, 1814, Commencement of service to Expiration of service:
Dec. 21, 1813 to Jan. 25, 1814, 1 mo. and 6 days, pay: $27.45.

“Company Muster Roll: Dec. 19, 1813 to Jan. 25, 1814, roll
dated Cantonment Williamsville New Y ork Frontier near Lake
Erie Feb. 14, 1814; date of enlistment Dec. 20, 1813 to Jan. 25,
1814.”

Land bounty record:
“Bounty Land Files: Act of 55-120 Wt. 41938, Veteran
Reuben Thayer, 1812 Grade 2nd Lt., Service: Capt. Asa

Ransom’s Co., Cav. Vols,, N.Y. Mil. Can No. 589, Bundle No.
128"

From a notarized letter from the State of Indiana, Carroll
County, regarding application for land under The Bounty Land
Act of September 28, 1850: “On this twentyfirst day of
December one thousand eight hundred and fifty, personally
appeared before me a notary public within and for the county
and state aforesaid, Reuben Thayer, aged 62 years on the 9th of
Oct. inst. aresident of Carroll county in the state of Indiana,
who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the
identical Reuben Thayer who was a Second Lieutenant in the
company commanded by Capt. Asa Ransom in the
Regiment of Cavalry commanded by Col. Benjamin Persons, in
the war with Great Britain declared by the United States on the
18 of June 1812; that about the 1st of May 1812 the Gov. of the
state of New York David D. Tompkins, made a requisition
upon each county in the state for a quota of Militia, as
“minutemen,” who should be ready to enter upon duty at a
moments warning that on the 15 of May of the same year, he
received a commission as to sergeant in the company
commanded by Capt. James Cronke, in the Regiment under
command of Lt. Col. Asa Chapman, and commenced service
the following day--served in that capacity about 2 weeks, came
home on furlough, procured a substitute who remained in that
company; then, on about the 28 of June, following, the
independent company of which he was then, and had been a
member for more than a year was called into service by the
Gov.; that he volunteered at the Town of Clarence, in the
County of Niagarain the state of New Y ork, on or about the 28
of June, as above, for the term for which his services might be
required by his country, or during the war with the balance
of the company, which was commanded by Capt. Asa Ransom
in the Regiment commanded by Col. Benjamin Persons (as
above), and continued in actual servicein said was for the term
of from 12 to 16 months, and was honorably discharged at
Eleven Mile Creek, in the County of Niagara in the state of
New
York, on or about the 15 day of September, one thousand eight
hundred and fourteen (1814)..."

The cemetery listings on the Thayer website was a
tremendous help in my research. | looked through the 16
records listed for the IOOF cemetery in Carroll County,
Indiana, then contacted Barbara Reniker, the submitter of these
records, about this cemetery and we shared family information.
Barbara Reniker and her husband (who is a Thayer descendant)
were wandering through the cornfields of Indiana looking for
an ancestor and stumbled upon the IOOF Cemetery in
Pittsburg, Indiana, across the Wabash from Delphi. They
discovered that many Thayers were buried there, including
Reuben (the 3rd), his brothers Joshua and Daniel, his mother
Mary, and possibly Reuben (the 2nd), among others.

It appears that an earlier genealogy had Reuben’s (the 2nd)
wife listed as Mary Vaderwater instead of VVandeventer. | have
contacted people from the Vandeventer line, and
“Vandeventer” was clearly the right spelling of Mary’'s
surname. The Vandeventers came from Holland, and their
known lineage goes back to Deventer, Holland, in the early
1700's, | believe.



About the IOOF Cemetery in Pittsburg. “The 100F is a
fraternal organization founded in 17th century England, when it
was “odd” to find people organized for the purpose of giving
aid to those in need and of pursuing projects for the benefit of
all mankind. Those who belonged to such an organization were
called " Odd Fellows’. Odd Fellows are also known as the “ The
Three Link Fraternity” which stands for Friendship, Love and
Truth.

“The Independent Order of Odd Fellows was founded on the
North American Continent in Baltimore, Maryland, on April
26, 1819 by Thomas Wildey and four members of the Order
from England, who instituted Washington lodge No. 1. This
lodge received its charter from Manchester Unity of Odd
Fellows in England. Odd Fellowship became the 1st national
fraternity to include both men and women when it adopted the
beautiful Rebekah Degree on September 20, 1851. This degree
is based on the teachings found in the Holy Bible, and was
written by the Honorable Schuyler Colfax who was Vice
President of the United States during the period 1868-1873.
Odd Fellows and Rebekahs were also the first fraterna
organization to establish homes for our senior members and for
orphaned children.” (From the website for 10OOF:
http://www.ioof.org)

One of the Reubens (2nd or 3rd or possibly both) possibly
belonged to the IOOF, since many Thayers are buried in this
cemetery. | am trying to get more information about their
membership, sinceit may furnish moreinsightsinto the lives of
these families.

Where | fit into this picture, along with Reuben’s lineage, is
outline here: Judith Ann MAY™, Gwin SIDEBOTHAM™,
Hazel Uldine BATES", Laura Ethel GWIN', Emma May®,
Reuben®"®, Peter®, Thomas*®, Ferdinando?, Thomas'
THAYER.

So, my knowledge of the early Reubens is limited, however,
| hope to dig up more and eventually put together a more
coherent story to pass on to the children in our family.

Many thanks goes out to Barbara Reniker and her husband
for their information they provided.

If anyone has further information on this Reuben Thayer, |
would like to correspond, compare notes and exchange
information. | can be contacted at judysisk@aol.com [&]

Thayer County, Nebraska
by RaJean Thayer Vawter

Nearly 25 years after the first travelers crossed the Mississippi,
pushed through the waving prairie grass, and ushered in the
Great Trail period of the American West, the Territorial
Legislature mapped out Thayer County. First called Jefferson,
the 576 square mile area was named after General John M.
Thayer in 1871.

At that time General Thayer was finishing up a four-year
term as one of the first U.S. Senators from Nebraska. A local
hero, he had led expeditions of the territorial militia against
Pawnee Indians and served as a Colonel and Major-General of
the 1st Nebraska Volunteers in the Army of the West during
the Civil War. Having established himself in the Senate as a
radical in reconstruction and an expert in Indian affairs,

President Grant appointed him governor of the Wyoming
Territory where he served from 1875-79. At the end of that
term, he returned to Nebraska, gained publicity through the
G.A.R. and was elected governor of the state in 1886.
Reelected for a second term he was not eligible for athird term.
However, he managed to remain in office by bringing suit
against the newly elected governor on the grounds that he was
not a U.S. citizen. It was two years before the U.S. Supreme
Court reversed the lawsuit in 1892 and he finally had to vacate
the office. He lived his remaining years on a liberal federal
pension in the state capitol of Lincoln.

Thayer County experienced much excitement in the early
days. Thousands of Mormons passed through on their way to
Salt Lake on one of the several east-west routes. But the trail
that brought the county the greatest notoriety was the Oregon
Trail over which an estimated two million pioneers passed. In
fact, so numerous were the wagons that, in the spring, they
often stretched 10 miles wide. Just a few years ago | was taken
to afield where | could see the wagon tracks left in the soil by
this crush of humanity. The gold rush of 1849 and the Pike's
Peak rush of 1859 brought even more travelers.

Though most passed through, pioneers of German,
Bohemian, Swedish and English stock liked what they saw and
remained. They vied for the rich farmland, abundant water
supply and herds of antelope, elk and buffalo with the Pawnee
and Otoe Indians. As competition for these natural resources
grew, so did the fighting and animosity resulting in “The Great
Raids of 1864 and 1867." After these Indian raids, the
government became more involved in settler safety, which
resulted in many more immigrants. But danger from marauding
Indians was still prevalent as late as 1882.

Unfortunately, Indians were not the only cause of troubles
for pioneers. In spite of an abundant underground water supply
(the largest in the nation), drought is an ever-present danger for
Thayer County. So too are extremes in temperature, reaching as
high as 110 degrees in the summer to 20 below zero in the
winter. There is also lots of snow and one or more blizzards
every year. | have fond memories of missing as much as a
week of school at a time because of blizzards as well as the
year we had 60 inches of snow that didn’t melt until May.

Grasshoppers can also be a problem. They scourged the land
in 1863, 1867, and 1874 and during the “dust bow!” years. As|
grew up in the 50's, | can remember trying to protect our
clothes from being eaten by grasshoppers as they dried on the
clothedline.

Located in “Tornado Alley” - that swath of land that runs
from north Texas up through Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska and
lowa that has more tornadoes that anywhere else in the world -
Thayer County residents are not unfamiliar to tornadoes, hail
and high wind. A tornado hit the town of Alexandria on June
21, 1875 leveling the newly completed $6,000 schoolhouse.
Surrounding towns with more modest school facilities jealously
concluded that the damage happened because Alexandria had
been “too ambitious in their school enterprise.” As time went
on though, these kinds of judgments ceased because it became
obvious that such is life in Thayer County. On June 20, 1877
the town was devastated by a hailstorm. Another tornado hit
four years later that was followed by roaring floodwaters
within 30 minutes. It didn't take too many years for the



pioneers to learn that no part of the county was, or is yet,
exempt from such multiple tragedies. | have vivid memories of
tornadoes (one went down our street), drought, blizzards, hail
and lightening storms. One night, as we stood outside our
neighbor’s storm cellar, we counted 11 funnel clouds lit by the
ongoing lightening. My mother drove us to the county seat of
Hebron the day after a tornado nearly wiped the town off the
map. Very few buildings and homes were left standing. But,
true to the hardy nature of Midwesterners, no one even thought
about moving. People aways salvaged what they could, picked
up their lives and rebuilt.

Located near the geographical center of the continental U.S.,
Thayer County has always valued both communication and
transportation. The Salt Lake Express, established in 1858 as
thefirst mail carrier across the midwestern prairies ran through
the county. When this service proved to be too slow for both
mail and travelers, it was replaced by the Overland Stage Line.
Then, in 1859, the Pony Express was established. The routes of
these services traversed Thayer County on what was then
known as “the road.” In fact, the county was blessed with no
less than five stagecoach lines for passengers and freight until
(and even after) the coming of the railroads in 1872.

An interesting historical side bar is that Thayer County was
the first in the state to organize a permanent woman suffrage
association, hosting both Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady
Stanton as lecturers in the county seat.

Belvidere, a community located on highway #136 is now
home to the Thayer County Museum, P.O. Box 387, Belvidere,
NE 68315. A nice holiday for Thayer descendants would be a
visit to the community the weekend of the first Sunday in
October. On this date, the Thayer County Historical Society
sponsors the Thayer County Museum Country Market Arts &
Crafts Fair. [4]

Eliza Jane Wilder
by Janet Blickle

emember the television series Little House on the

Prairie? This series was based on a set of books written

by Laura Ingalls Wilder in the middle 1800’ s based on
frontier life of that time. Elizais the sister of Almanzo Wilder,
husband of Laura Ann.

Eliza Jane Wilder, born January 1, 1850, to James and
Angeline Wilder, is known as Almanzo’s bossy older sister in
the second “Little House” book “Farmer Boy”, as well as
Laura's and Carrie's unkind schoolteacher in the book “Little
Town on the Prairie”.

E.J,, as she was called, was a very strong-willed independent
woman for her day. She filed her own homestead claim near De
Smet in Dakota Territory in 1879. She worked as a
“government girl” in Washington, D.C., from 1887 to 1892.

In 1893, E. J. married Thomas Thayer, father of six children,
and had one son, Walcott “Wilder” Thayer, in 1894. Thomas
died in 1899, and E. J. married Maxwell Gordon, whom she
later divorced.

E. J moved to Crowley, Louisiana, and persuaded most of
her family to move there and invest in rice farming, which
resulted in a loss of the family fortune. She was a major

influence on the life of her niece Rose, who came to live with
her in Crowley for ayear while attending high school.

E. J. moved in with her brother Perley in Kinder, Louisiana,
later in life, where she died in 1930.

Source: P.
Greetham & R.
Irby, Lauralngalls
Wilder, Frontier
Girl. 1997 Jan;

http://webpages.m
arshall.edu/~irby1
/lauralej.html

Assistant
Genealogist Note:
Thomas  Judson
Thayer (1832-
1899) married
Eliza Jane Wilder
6 Sep 1893 in
Fillmore Co. MN.
They moved to
Crowley, Acadia
Parish, LA in 1890 and he died there 9 Feb 1899. His line is
Thomas Judson®, Wolcott A.”, Israel®, Stephen®, Thomas®,
Thomas®, Ferdinando?, Thomas'.

Here is the obit for Thomas from the Crowley Post Signal
that | pulled down from the internet: “In publishing a notice of
the death of T. J. Thayer in Friday’s issue, in not being
furnished with data we inadvertently erred in saying that the
deceased was the elder brother of H. B. Thayer and Mrs. J. H.
Robinson, whereas he was first cousin of the above. T. J.
Thayer died of a relapse of la grippe at his residence at 8
o'clock p.m. on Thursday, the Sth of February 1899. Aged 67
years and 22 days. He was one of the oldest settlers of
Crowley, having come here nine years ago from Minnesota. He
settled here and engaged in the rice industry and did much to
promote the interest of this section and bring Crowley to the
front.

“Besides the large circle of friends and acquaintances who
regret the demise of Mr. Thayer, and who will greatly miss his
association, there are a wife and two sons and a daughter at
home, two daughters in Minnesota and one son in Arizona.
There are also two brothersin New Y ork the funeral took place
next afternoon at the late residence and was attended by alarge
company of relatives and friends. Rev. Dr. Fraser officiated and
paid a beautiful tribute to the deceased.” [&]




Our Founding Fathers A

Biographical Tribute
by Rick Thayer

Partlll Brig. Gen. James Burdett
Thayer, Sr., U.S. Army, Ret.

im, as most call him, was born on March 10, 1922 in

Portland, OR. He was the son of James Garfield Thayer

and Ruby Alexander. Jim married Patricia Cunningham in
1954 in Portland. They had five children. He is a retired and
successful businessman living in Beaverton, OR having owned
and operated an office furniture and office supply company for
many years.

Jim’s lineage is: Thomas', Ferdinando?, Isaac®, Joseph*®,
Pliny Warner’, Pliny Burdett?, James Garfield®, James
Burdett THAYER.

His business, the J. Thayer Co. was owned and operated by
three of his five sons. It has since been sold again with the
Thayer principals retiring young. Jim was involved actively
with the Oregon Historical Society in 1978. One of the
Society’s many functions is the celebration of the discovery of
the Columbia River by Captain Robert Gray in 1792 on the
ship’s second trip to the Pacific. The Columbia River was
named after his ship, the Columbia Rediviva, a square-rigger
built in Scituate on the North River by James Briggs and
christened the Columbia in 1772. it was hidden from the British
during the Revolutionary War after which she was sailed to
Plymouth, refitted and relaunched in 1778 as the Columbia
Rediviva. Jim was the Chairman of that 200" Anniversary
celebration by the Oregon Historical Society during the 1992
Bicentennial and was Past President of the Oregon Historical
Society prior to that.

Most of Jim’'s time since retirement has been with the U.S.
Army. He was named as an Aide to the Secretary of the Army
in 1977 and has represented the United States on many world
anniversaries, the most recent and major appearance was in
1995, the 50" Anniversary of the end of WWII held in France
at Normandy, in 1945.

His position with the Thayer Families Association is still as
its Fund Raising Chairman, aswell as one of the Founders, Past
Vice President, now the TFA Advisor

His dream to have at least one of our Annual Meetings and
Thayer Family Reunions at West Point, New Y ork, came true
recently. The dates were June 16" and 17", 2000. Among other
activities, we honored the Father of United States Military
Academy at West Point, Gen. Sylvanus Thayer, one of our
most notable ancestors. The General never married and had no
direct descendants, however he did have many nephews, nieces
and cousins who are living throughout the world today. [&]

Oh Come, Come, Come, Come
by Patricia Thayer Muno

church in the vale; No spot is so dear to my childhood
As the little brown church in the vale.

On Sunday mornings these refrains drift from churches all
over the land. It is sung from little frame buildings on the
prairies to the monumental stone churches in the cities. In its
translated form it has also found acceptance universally aswell.
It is difficult to find a hymnal that does not include this song.

Come to the church in the wildwood, Oh, come to the

- " ::.F-l.u- - -
The Little Brown Church from the Gazette newspaper of
Cedar Rapids, IA, Sat. Nov 28, 1998.

Since 1864 the Little Brown Church in the Wildwood has
stood in old Bradford, in Northern lowa. The town once had a
population of 1,200 but is now little more than a ghost town.
The quaint “Church inthe valley,” made internationally famous
by the hymn whose name it bears, is still a point of interest for
about 100,000 tourists each year. Today, the 137 year old
Congregationalist Church has a membership of about 100
members, but as a favorite spot, does between 500 and 600
weddings a year. To be married there is supposed to guarantee
future happiness.

Few people, however, know that one of our own had an
important part in the history of this cherished building. Hiram
E. THAYER, one of the formerly well-known family of Thayer
brothers noted for their patriotism and musical talent, was born
23 Dec 1818 in Auburn, Cayuga, NY/, the fourth of 16 children
born to Royal Olmstead THAYER and Mercy MOFFETT. He



married in 1843 in Winnebago County, lllinois to Mary
Elizabeth ATKINSON. They were the parents of 9 children.

States descendant, Kate Welton Kuzmich of Sugar Land,
TX: “The Thayers came to lowa in 1857 and settled in
Bradford, Chicasaw County in 1858... Mr. Thayer was elected
justice of the peace the following year and was a so postmaster
for over twenty-two years... Bradford was a promising
community but died when the railroad bypassed it and went on
to Nashua. The only remains are afew old houses and the little
church which became famous through the song, The Little
Brown Church in the Vale, written by William S. PFitts, a
visiting student and teacher of music.”

Phoo of ‘Hiram Thasfér fishing from escendant Jim
Welton of Rochester, Michigan.

In 1857, Pitts was riding a dusty stage coach into the valley
of the Little Cedar River in northeastern lowa. The stage
stopped to change horses in the busy little town of Bradford.
After eating hislunch, Pittstook awalk down Cedar street until
he came to a spot in the oaks and cedarswhich he said  seemed
to stand as though waiting expectant, calling... As he gazed
at the scene avision of the lovely wildwood danced through his
head. When he returned to his home in Wisconsin and thought
of his lowa experience and wrote the song which was inspired
by this lovely spot. He felt that a little brown church was all
that was needed to complete his vision. Later, Pitts decided to
return to the site that had inspired his lovely song. Riding his
horse down Cedar street, he was amazed to find a church—a
brown church with a bell just likein hisvision six years before!
In information which Kate shared we learn that the church was
painted brown because it was the cheapest paint available.

The following is a beautiful tribute shared by Kate which
was paid to the beloved musician, Hiram E. Thayer, through
the memories of his daughter Rena (Thayer) Bowers:

| have been urged by descendants of Hiram Thayer, who was
Director of Music in the Little Brown Church In the Vale, to
write an authentic history of his service, as | am the only one
remaining out of a family of nine children who participated
with him in such services. | was but a child when we left our
home by beautiful Lake Chautauqua in search of health for the
dear Mother, and after devious wanderings and visiting
enroute, finally decided on Bradford, lowa as our permanent
place of abode. Only those events which appeal to childhood
are retained in memory, and never having been statistically
minded, it would be impossible for me to write anything which
might be called historical. However, as it affords me joy to pen
words of praise to the dear Father's memory, and wishing to
gratify the many scattered throughout the United States,
“Linked together by the Tie Thayer Binds’, who cherish his
memory, | gratefully accede.

One cannot write of the Little Brown Church in the Vale
without referring to the fin, ambitions and sizeable group then
pioneering in Old Bradford, now extinct, for were not they the
ones to extend a hearty welcome to the Reverend JK. Nutting
when he arrived with the expressed desire to establish his home
and eventually build a church.

With true pioneer courage, considering the young lives
already there whose future must be safe guarded, they wished
to lay a foundation for character building. A church would be
the proper corner stone. Although no store of wealth was
apparent, the minister was encouraged to proceed, with all
promising aid to the very best of their ability in work or what-
so-ever, The Minister could secure help from Eastern people,
and so it is recorded:

“The Church was Builded [sic] -- Organized in 1855 --
Building Erected in 1862 -- Dedicated in 1864.”

Dr. Pitts, a friend of our family, immortalized the Little
Church with his song. Encomiums have been spoken or written
for doners of various gifts, but | have aways cherished the
belief that none ever contributed greater or more lasting value,
than the Director of Music. With the aid of a tuning fork, now
treasured by a Grandson, until an organ could be afforded yet
being always able to attract and satisfy the people with the
Gospel Hymns and Sons of Zion, by a carefully trained choir.

His Lyric sense and love of song was a veritable part of his
nature which manifested itself on any and al occasions. No
gathering of the people was considered complete without the
program being enlivened with an original song pointing out the
gist of the occasion.

The cows owned by the villagers were pastured in the woods
across theriver, necessitating a bell for each. It was adelight to
Mr. Thayer to go with a young son to the riverbank and listen
to him detect the bells by their varied intonations, as the cows
wended their way home at eventide. An early death canceled
hopes for a brilliant future, because of hislyric sense.

While paying a visit during Father's last illness, while
preparing for him an early breakfast and carelessly humming a
familiar tune, he found his way to my side, and said, “Don you
know you are simply torturing me’? “What is it Father”? |
asked. “That tune,” he replied, “Y our are not getting it right at



al.” To my astonishment he showed me just how it should be
sung, in avoice clear as a bell and powerful.

Mr. Thayer, while never allowing anything to interfere with
choir practice for Church service, found opportunity to extend
his service of song nationally. When disaster threatened our
Union, his patriotic songset to familiar tunes, sung by himself
and his young daughters, served a double purpose; greatly
increased enrollment and planted an undying and
understandable love of country in the hearts of thelittle singers.
When the ill effects of acoholic beverages were being
expounded, his voice was heard persuasively in song,
endeavoring to have established a schoolhouse on every hill
and no saloon in the valley.

Mr. Thayer could always win hisway with little children. At
his home was a shelter for fish poles where each grandchild
could find a pole marked with his or her name. No child’s
vacation was complete unless crowned with a fishing jaunt
with Grandpa.

A minister, who brought his family each year to spend the
hot season in Bradford, met Mr. Thayer one morning with the
query, “What is the magic you use to win children”? They had
prepared a family picnic with relatives, to be enjoyed in the
woods. At the last moment it was discovered one young son
was not at all interested in the picnic. When asked if he wished
to spend the day alone, the reply was, “No, | want to go fishing
with Mr. Thayer.”

It is written: “His banner over them shall be love, that we
may know God’'s best interpreters are humble human lives.”
Rena E. (Thayer) Bowers (1851-1939), daughter of Hiram E.
Thayer.

All Information for this article has been shared by Kate
Welton Kuzmich. Hiram’s lineage follows: Hiram E.2 (Roya
Olmstead’, Jedediah®, Micah®, Jonathan®, Josiah®, Ferdinando?,
Thomas') THAYER.

Photos credits: The Little Brown Church from the Gazette
newspaper of Cedar Rapids, 1A, Sat. Nov 28, 1998. Photo of
Hiram Thayer fishing from descendant Jm Welton of
Rochester, Michigan. The author wishesto thank Kate and Jim
for al their help with this story. [4]

Thayer House Is Making History

First Farmhouse On Historic Registry To Be Handicapped
Accessible
submitted by Beverly Colton
written by Cathy Conley, Staff Writer & Editor
Braintree Forum, Fall Home Improvement,
Community Newspaper, October 2000

to visit the Thayer House.

The 280-year-old childhood home of Sylvanus Thayer is
being made handicapped accessible.

But the renovations will be so historically correct that even
the x-ray vision of Superman would not be able to see the
difference.

It will be the first old New England farmhouse on the
Historic Registry which will be handicapped accessible.

I f Christopher Reeve ever comes to Braintree, he'll be able

Braintree Historical Society executive director Brian Kolner
is the motivating force behind the project.

Stephen Wadsworth is the contractor. A Duxbury resident,
his family has specialized in historical restoration for three
generations. Project foreman Todd Dolan is doing the carpentry
work on the clapboard saltbox, trimmed in antique rose.

When the project is complete, a visitor in a wheelchair will
be able to approach the house and tulle about its interior with

Photo is the Thayer House in Braintree, a 280-year-old
farmhouse which is being made handicapped accessible.
STAFF PHOTO/TOM GORMAN.

First, the wheelchair will be able to ride up a pathway to the
carriage barn doors which will be an exact replica of the
crushed stone path used by carriages three centuries ago. The
only difference is this pathway will have aresin finish that will
make it safe for wheelchairs.

The visitor will then push a button hidden in an antique
granite hitching post, and the carriage house doors will open
onto a lift, which will bring the wheelchair onto the first floor
galery. This lift is being installed in what is now a closet. It
will aso take visitors downstairs where there will soon be four
galleries of historical displays.

The first floor gallery will be filled with old photos and
memorabilia of the past.

To the right will be a morn which will offer a video tour of
the house, large print books for the visually impared and
headphone tours for those with hearing disabilities.

Four doors will be widened in the main part of the house so a
wheelchair can glide from room to room.

Thisis not an easy task.

First Dolan will take each of these doors off, painstakingly
number every part and store them in case they are ever used
again.

Then Dolan will get four pieces of the exact same pine wood
as originaly used from Copeland saw mill in Marshfield,
which specializesin historical reproductions.

Using the same tools, nails and latches of yesteryear, Dolan
will reproduce exact replicas of the original doors except that
they will be four and one half inches wider.

He will also reconstruct the frame, casing and door jams so
meticulously that Superman himself couldn’t distinguish the
work from the carpentry of almost three centuries ago.



The furniture in each room will be arranged so a wheelchair
can turn with ease.

The handicapped visitor will be able to glide into the keeping
room which was added to the house with its two small flanking
rooms when the leanto was put on in 1760.

A George Il farthing dated 1749 was found in the mortise
where the rafters met the original house. This was a typica
carpenter’ s trick.

Center of the room is the great stone fireplace with its brick
baking oven.

This room was the focal point of family life, Kolner said.
Family meals were served here. Around the fireplace in the
evenings members of the family did their chores. Idle hands
were infrequent except for the very young.

The spinning, sewing and preserving of food for the long
cold winter were never finished.

“It was on this hearth that the Saturday night baths took
place in a large wooden tub, starting with the youngest and
working up to the oldest,” Kolner said.

To the left of the keeping room is a sunken buttery, a very
rare feature of an old house.

“Restorers did not know it existed until the floor boards that
were even with those in the keeping room were removed in the
restoration process,” Kolner said.

This revealed granite block steps and loose bricks placed on
a bed of sand and a cooling tank. The brick and sand floor was
necessary because lots of spilling and splashing occurred. The
spillage was absorbed by the sand and the room was aways
sweet smelling.

In the buttery are press to make cheese and a churn to make
butter, among other things.

A comer of the keeping room is the loom or borning room.
This was used as a bedroom for the sick or elderly because it
was near the fireplace, hot water and the workplace of the
housekeeper.

It was also used for blessed events. When it was not needed
for these purposes, it was set up with a loom for weaving,
Kolner said.

The door to the parlor will also be widened so wheelchair
visitors can see the seat of hospitality in the house with its wing
chairs, Milliken clock from the mid 1700s and unusual candle
stand with wind screen.

The wing chair protected the ladies of the era, who often
wore afacial wax to cover bad skin. This wax could melt from
the heat of the fireplace.

A roundabout chair sits in the comer. It was made to
accommodate a sword-bearing gentleman because its shape
allowed the sword to hang free while he was seated.

In the parlor, father would be likely to offer his gentlemen
callersaclay pipe. The stems were long. It was a simple matter
to break off the stem to produce a sanitary pipe. Skills were
used to light the pipes or candles in the room. These were
twisted bits of paper or tiny shavings of wood. There were no
matches at that time.

On the window sill is a series of brass nail heads known as
“noon line.” When the sun is highest at noon, the shadow
created falls directly in line with the nail heads. Time was
determined by the shadow in relation to the noon line.

The door to the hall chamber will aso be widened. Here
wheelchair visitors can join others to enter the formal dining
room.

They can check their reflection in a stumpwork mirror which
depicts Charles |1 and his consort Catherine de Braganza.

In the center is a small circular pine table. On it is the
standing salt which is over 300 years old. It was a sign of
hospitality and also a sign of how important a visitor was. An
important visitor was seated above the salt. The saying “he is
worth his salt” comes from this tradition.

Four oak chairs with leather seats and one small highchair
neatly surround the table.

“Children were not allowed to eat in the dining room once
they got out of the high chair,” Kolner said.

Sylvanus Thayer himself ate in this room until about two,
then was relegated to meals in the kitchen. He was the fifth
child of Nathaniel and Dorcas Faxon Thayer and a seventh
generation descendent of Richard Thayer who settled in
Braintree in 1641.

Three generations before him lived in the farmhouse where
he was born.

When Sylvanus was nine, the burden of raising seven
children became hard for the family. He was sent to live with
an uncle in New Hampshire.

Sylvan Thayer is one of Braintree's most famous native
sons. His honors are legend. But his most esteemed title is
Father of West Point. He graduated from the academy at the
top of his class, and eventually became its superintendent, a
title he held for 16 years. During this time he established the
standards that transformed the academy into one of the greatest
military schools of the world.

He also founded both the Thayer Public Library and Thayer
Academy.

In 1862, he retired to the town of his birth to live with his
sister in what is now the headmaster's house at Thayer
Academy.

The house of his birth became “the spinster house” for the
Thayer family.

The original house was situated near the Braintree Golf
Course.

In 1960, it was given to the Brain-tree Historical Society and
moved to its present location. Each part was meticulously
numbered and categorized for its journey and reassembly.

Restored and refurnished as an outstanding house of the
1785 period, it has served as a museum and the historical center
of the town ever since.

A school program inaugurated in 1961 which allows fifth
graders to experience a day of colonial living has received
national recognition.

In 1976 areplica of a colonial barn was built for collections
and research materials. A library was added in 1995.

For the past 24 years, the barn has housed the society’s
historical artifacts which now number over 15,000 pieces.

The barn is now being historically restored, climate
controlled and made handicapped accessible also.

Top level insulation and an air conditioning unit have
already been installed.



When completed, there will be six galleries. Two are ready
for the public. An open house to show them off is planned for
early August.

One of the galleries displays the 1919 office Dr. Harold
Ripley, one of Braintree's most well known doctors. An
accomplished ear, nose, and throat specialist, he practiced for
38 yearsin his home at 400 Washington St.

All the books and instruments on display belonged to Dr.
Ripley and are typical of what one would have found in a
doctor’ s office during the first part of the 20th century.

Dr. Ripley’s great-great-grandson, a student at Tufts Medical
School, has been instrumental in donating and setting up the
display.

The second gallery depicts some of thus Thayer's
furnishings, including his portrait, a small piano, a drop leaf
writing table, and atable for entertaining.

The rest of the barn will soon be restored. The historical
architects will create four more galleries in the second floor
loft. When finished there will be six galleries. Four will change
periodically. Two will remain permanent. [4]

Sylvanus Thayer
by Norma B. Frost

transpired--all related to the Thayer family. My mother,

Loris Norma Thayer (Henry) found a family reunion
advertisement in Y ankee magazine. Through theinitial contact
by telephone to today, we have met many Thayer
descendents. By means of the 2000 reunion, email, and mail
correspondence and two marvelous Thayer volumes, | have
renewed my excitement for my mother’s line; which was first
ignited by “Aunt Charlotte’, my grandfather’s younger
sister. We have also met in the past a son of Sheldon Thayer, to
whom was given al Aunt Charlotte’'s genealogica
papers. Sheldon Thayer J. had promised to “find those
papers’, but alas we have heard of nothing even to this day. He
liked all the genealogical research | had and shared, yet his
return commitment has faltered. Even though | trailed down the
wrong “William” path to Shadrach, | have had lots of good
times and joy doing research. | fell in love with the name
Shadrach, so kept him for awhile, till | was kindly corrected.

Last year | joined the DAR at the prompting of a wonderful
family friend and avid DAR member, Mary Presbrey in
Taunton, Mass. On March 3, 2001 | was the guest speaker for
the Jonathan Caldwell Chapter of DAR, located in Milford,
Delaware. The topic was Sylvanus Thayer--our illustrious
Superintendent of West Point 1817-1833.

Fortress West Point is the Army’s oldest post. Its history is
significant to the success of our country’s birth as a free
nation. The Continental Congress in 1775 was warned of the
necessity to secure the Hudson River and prevent any British
control over it. The best defensive position proved to be a 16-
mile stretch through the Hudson Highlands, as the lower
Hudson River provided no areas for stronghold and defense
positions.

In October 1777 the British regulars gained control of the
strategic terrain in a 30-minute battle, followed by American

D uring the past year some very significant events have

surrender. The Redcoats victory was soon followed by the
battle at Saratoga where “Patriot Generals Horatio Gates and
Benedict Arnold, leading 20,000 Continental Line and militia,
captured 5,000 British regulars.' ” With British defeat, the
French sent support of troops and arms---to be used against
their common enemy, the British.

Since our country was young, lacking strong military
leadership, European military expertise was utilized. 1n 1778
Polish Colonel Tadeusz Kosciuasko brought with him strategy
and engineering skills. The blocking of the waters as well as
the terrain was under his direction. “A giant wooden boom
spanned the Hudson River between Constitution Island and
West Point. That barrier was designed to slow British warships
from their intent to ram its upstream neighbor, a log-floated
500-foot long chain whose 120-pound links had been forged by
local blacksmiths at the Sterling Ironworks-ahead of schedule
and under budget.* ”

In July 1779 Friedrich von Steuben began to seriously drill
the infantry at West Point on ‘The Plain’. The Plain isthe U.S.
Army’s most hallowed training terrain. These troops were able
to successfully defeat the British, further preventing any more
challenges against West Point by force. West Point could have
been lost to the enemy by treachery, assisted by Benedict
Arnold, but was not. The plans were thwarted. The Academy
was founded in 1802. Progression and organization was slow
as new ideas and a new country do not come to full bloom
splendor and success at once. Enter Sylvanus Thayer, a 1808
graduate of West Point. “Thayer served with distinction in the
War of 1812. He was chosen by the Secretary of War to make a
study tour of European military establishments and educational
institutions. He returned with a thousand books for the West
Point Library.”

Sylvanus Thayer was appointed superintendent of West
Point in 1817..Tenents of his transformation have caused him
to be remembered as “The Father of the Academy”. Thayer set
new standards for admissions, academic proficiency,
measurement of cadet progress, brought in excellent professors
and promoted courses in English, French, socia sciences,
mathematics and ethics along with appropriate instruction in
military skills known in his day. “The Thayer Method” of
instruction is followed to this day. Every cadet recited in every
subject every day.”

Instruction is given in small sections of 18 or less. “The
cadets are expected to learn the material prior to attending
class. The goal has been that the student must be engaged with
the subject matter.! ”

Life a the Academy continues to be rigorous for the
cadets. Life long friendships are forged, bridging the success of
each cadet into the world of military service. “The Long Gray
Line of West Point graduates, numbering more than 60,000 by
West Point’s Bicentennial in 2002, begin their reunions by
honoring the statue of Sylvanus Thayer in front of the
Superintendent’s House (1820).1

It is amazing to learn that West Point Graduates annually
bring honor, reverence and respect by placing a wreath at the
stature of the individual who began momentous changes to the
Point. Our country needed a solid place steeped in educational
structure “to assure America had a supply of home
grown Kosciuszkos and Von Steubens.! ” Sylvanus Thayer was



called to serve his country, recognized the necessity of “home
grown” military leaders with advanced skill, along with many
of his contemporaries. The Long Gray Line of West Point
graduates continues to grow in the traditions, skills, stature and
knowledge of the military life envisioned by Sylvanus Thayer.

Sylvanus Thayer's’, lineage is. Nathaniel®, Caleb’,
Nathaniel*3, Richard Thayer?* Thayer.

! quotes from “West Point--A Sight Insight Guide” by Ted
Spieglel 1999. (@

Storage of Your Genealogical

Research Papers
by Elaine Powell

Q s genealogists, we collect a lot of information on our

ancestors and family members. How we collect, and

store that information can determine whether or not it
will be of any value for generations to come. Our documents,
manuscripts, prints, drawing, pamphlets, magazines,
newspapers, and postcards are typically made of paper. Paper is
a vulnerable substance. Some paper is particularly vulnerable -
for example, the acidic paper that we produced throughout
much of the 19th and 20th centuries.

If you value your paper objects, you should take steps to
preserve them. If you provide an environment that is clean,
cool, dark and stable, their life span will be maximized.

If you print information from your computer onto paper for
your genealogy files, be sure to use acid-free, lignin-free paper
to insure that those papers will last. If you use a copier at a
copy store or the library, again check to see that the paper is
acid-free and lignin-free. Y ou can request this kind of paper at
Kinko's copy store. The library does not provide acid-free,
lignin-free paper, so you might want to bring your own and ask
the librarian if you can insert your paper in the copier. You can
purchase reams of this paper at Office Depot and Office Max
for areasonable price.

How you store your collections of papers is very important
to insure that they last. You should NOT use paper clips,
rubber bands or cellophane tape on your papers. Paper clips
will rust, and rubber bands can dry up, and become “imbedded”
in the papers in a very short time. Cellophane tape will dry up,
turn yellow and crack or get sticky over time. Y ou should aso
isolate newsprint because it is highly acidic and will stain
adjacent paper. Consider copying newspaper articles onto safe
acid-free, lignin-free paper.

[written by Elaine Powell, Historian/Archivist of the Central
Florida Genealogical Society, August 1999. Used with
permission of the author]

Editor s Note: In addition to the proper storage of paper, keep
goods records as far as where all those pieces of paper reside. If
you are using a computer for your genealogical records, if the
program has a backup feature, use it often and remember to
keep a copy of the backup off the computer. If the program you
use for genealogical records does not have a backup function,
you can use the operating system’s backup features or obtain
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any capable freeware program. For any questions regarding
computer software for backups or simple record keeping, feel
free to contact me at thayer@genealogist.net [4&]

Civil War Veterans - Part il
by Patricia Thayer Muno

in the Civil War. Of these, there were Generdls,

Captains, Lieutenants, and Thayers could be found
fighting in nearly every major battle of the war. There are most
likely many more than are represented here, but these listed
below have been identified by me.

This list of known Thayers (A-1) has appeared in earlier
issues, but in light of updated information, it has been decided
to run this again in two parts, half in this issue and half in the
next issue.

The UPDATED information is listed in bold underline, and
can be an entire line of data, a surname, or a date. If you have
any questions concerning these individuals, or would like to

The following is alist of known Thayers who have served

add names to the list, please contact me at
TriciaMuno@aol.com

Thayer Born/Died Wife/*Father

Abel Houston _ 1842/1912 Virginia LOVE

Abiather Horace 1826/1864 Abby Rosanna BLANDING
Abner Marshall 1824/1869 Sarah F. BONESTEEL
Alanson 1838/1919 Harriet STEVENS

Alanson Davilla 1847/1924 Sarah F. KINNEY

Albert 1836/1920 Martha Ann LITTLE

Albert Augustus 1848/1923
Albert Ellsworth 1846/1933

Mary COLBURN
Caroline Adeline KEYES

Albert M. 1834/----  Josephine B. SAMPSON
Alfred C. 1845/1898 Carrie LOTHROP

Alfred Strong  1831/1891 JuliaMaria PUTNAM
Allen Martin 1844/1864 *Martin George THAYER
Alson Wales 1844/1864 *AsaTHAYER

Amasa Stetson  1834/1903 Sarah J. ALDRICH
AmasaW. 1831/1913 Ann P. STRONG

Amos 1836/---—- __Ida F. WOOD

Amos Madden 1841/1905 Sidney Hunton BROTHER
Andrew J. 1833/----  SylviaB. JOHNSON
Andrew Jackson 1829/---- Jane CRILL

Andrew Jackson1829/1908 Phebe A. HILL

Ansel Penniman 1837/1927 Kate Cass BOWEN
Ansel Penniman 1845/1864 *William Franklin THAY ER
AretusT. 1840/1863 *Aaron THAYER

Asahel 1821/1862 Lucy HIGGINS

Atherton 1838/----  RomeliaJ. WILSON
Austin 1841/1922 Susan L. EWING

Austin Palmer  1845/1915 Catherine J. GUILDER
Benjamin B. 1837/----  JduliaA. TATRO
Benjamin Davis 1843/1864 *Amos THAYER
Benjamin H. 1828/----  Ann HUMPHREY

Caleb 1841/1919 Rebecca Eveline ( )
Calvin Cutler 1829/1863 *Willard THAYER
Chandler 1839/1863 *Walter Brown THAYER
Charles A. 1848/1933 *Josiah S. THAYER



Charles Edwin

1844/----

*John THAYER

Charles Franklin 1837/1933 Lois Ann IRONS
Charles Frederick1827/---- Anna France MILLER

CharlesHenry  1840/----  Juliette Margaret REED
CharlesHenry  1840/1863 Eleanor F. PACKARD
CharlesHenry  1843/----  Helen Mendora LOWE
Charles Luther 1841/1863 *CharlesTHAYER
Charles N. 1827/---- Sarah S. ( )
Charles Packard 1838/1916 *Adoniram THAYER
Charles Payson 1837/1864 Mary H. WHITE
Charles Spencer 1846/1870 *Ansel THAYER
Chauncey Rice 1833/1898 Sarah MOSES

Chester 1834/1908 Sarah E. RIBBY
Christopher C. 1830/----  Sdly TEWKSBURY
Clarence Cordes 1827/1861 Susan F. GREENLEAF
Clarence Herbert 1844/---- *Seth Turner THAYER
Curtis J. 1831/----  *EllisTHAYER
CyrusEdward 1838/1865 *Ezekid THAYER
Cyrus Gilbert 1842/1863 *Pliny THAYER

Daniel 1814/1867 Catherine H. KIDDER
Daniel Austin 1838/1864 *Gideon THAYER
Daniel Brainard 1825/1863 Sarah BLY

Daniel Neltson 1823/1888 MelissaAnn STARTWELL
Daniel Almon  1842/---- AnnaE. MORRIS
David Caeb 1831/----  Jeanette ALLEN

Davis James 1838/1862 *Davis White THAY ER
DeForest 1844/1920 Elizabeth HAZELTINE
Ebenezer 1833/1865 LucindaBLAIR

Ebenezer Coddington 1835/1864 * Ebenezer Coddington

THAYER

Ebenezer Franklin1821/1905 Adeline J. DIMICK

Ebenezer White 1833/1913 Annie E. TUNNICLIFFE
Edgar S. 1838/1908 Mary Francis TITUS
Edmond Page  1834/1863 *lsaac Allen THAYER
Edmund Joseph 1840/1895 Emily Francis BENEDICT
Edward 1843/1899 Emma Lewis DEXTER
Edward Arthur 1844/1891 Margaret Jane PALMER
Edward B. 1840/1901 Mary Eliza Ann LEEPER
Edward Nelson 1834/1864 *Nelson THAYER

Edward P. 1839/----  Alice A. PARSONS
Edwin Burton  1840/1911 Helen Martha SHATTUCK
Edwin Francis 1846/1922 Mary Lucy WOOD

Edwin Loring 1836/1913 Mary AmandaHAY DEN
EldridgeMay  1832/1917 Mary Catherine MERRY FIELD
Election 1847/----  Mary L. ( )

Eli 1831/1862 Syhil Augusta CHAMBERLAIN
Eli 1833/1864 Jane POWELL

Eli 1838/1865 Susannah B. CHOPE
Elias L. 1825/1881 LaviniaS. HUNTER

Elihu Morton 1831/1888 Henrietta HOWARD
ElishaDennis 1841/1898 Minerva CHANDLER
Elliot Monroe 1845/---- *Ovando THAYER

Ellis Packard  1824/1890 Abby L. ( )

Elmer Miles 1841/1908 Mary Ellen FORBES
Emery Davis 1843/1870 MatildaA. BRITTAN

Enos Washington1821/1864

Ephraim Henry
Ezekiel Smith
Ezra

1845/1881
1845/-----
1840/1864

Elizabeth Louisa FISHER
*Ephraim THAYER
*Stephen V. THAYER
*|saac Tucker THAYER

11

Ezra Newell
Ferdinand A.
Fernando

1843/1911
1845/1915
1834/1876

Sarah Jeanette BENNETT

Oda ( )
ElizaA. HOLMAN

Fernando C. L. W. 1845/1916 EvelinaL. ADAMS

Floyd Adelbert
Fordyce
Francis H.
Francis H.
Francis Melvin
Francis Packard
Francis Payson
Francis Warner
Francis Warner

1849/1927
1839/1864
1838/1903
1837/---

1842/1920
1847/1904
1843/----

1847/1900
1849/1912

Franklin William1847/1923
Frederick Lewis 1836/1896

George Augustine 1839/1925 Katherine Thayver ABBOTT

RosillaMadisia FOX
*Dexter THAYER

*George Washington THAYER

AdeliaJ. NICHOLSON
Hannah Ann KIMBER
*David THAYER
Susan E. MATTHEWS
*John THAYER
Romaetta WILLSEY
Lurania CROSBY
Emeline Jane CARPENTER
EmmalL. ROWE
Abigail Caroline LITCH
Mary ROSS

Emily J. FRENCH

Freeman 1845/1881
Friewaldau C.  1844/1923
Galen Henry 1835/----
Gardner Baldwin1834/1899
George 1833/1901
GeorgeB. G. 1844/1862
George Dudley  1845/----
George Edward  1844/----
George Frederick 1837/1865
George G. 1840/----
George G. 1839/1914
George Henry  1842/1922
George Leonard 1841/----
George M. 1842/1865
George Morrill  1845/1915
George Nathaniel 1842/1917
George R. 1841/----
George W. 1834/1862
George W. 1839/----
George W. 1848/----

Hannah THIRKITTLE

* Asa Packard THAYER
Florence A. BRAINARD
Lydia A. WRIGHT
*Ansel THAYER
Florence V. ( )
Theda A. HEWS

Mary Irene WAVER

Mary LouisaSYLVESTER
*John THAYER

Jennie Frances OWENS
Elizabeth MY ERS

Sarah A. ( )

Sarah Ann HENRY
AlmiraElizaVAN BUREN

Florence M. ( )

George Washington 1816/1867 Sarah Jane GRANT
George Washington 1833/1881 Mary E. BURTON
George Washington 1822/1863 Nancy WILLIAMS

Gershom
Gilbert M. F.
Henry Barnes
Henry Brown
Henry Bucklin
Henry Carter
Henry D.
Henry D.
Henry Francis
Henry French
Henry Martin
Henry Norton
Henry Sargent
Henry Tisdale
Hiram O.
Homer L.
Horace
Horace Peck
HosealL.

1848/1864
1841/---

1844/1917
1824/1910
1832/1896
1829/1905
1838/1908
1845/1863
1833/----

1813/1865
1826/1876
1831/---

1829/1863
1839/1909
1845/1863
1837/----

1821/1861
1843/1861
1842/1905

*Gershom THAYER
*Abner THAYER

Sarah Ann FERNALD
Mary Elizabeth RILEY
*Sullivan THAYER
Matilda J. FOGG

Sarah F. ( )

*Daniel THAYER

Eliza Jane BOWEN

Ann WRIGHT

Lucy A. HOLMES
*Caeb THAYER

Mary Jane FISKE
Margaret Ellen SMITH
*Warren THAYER

Julia P. GREEN
*Ebenezer Town THAYER
*Nathan Wood THAY ER
Margaretta S. JOHNSON



Howard Augustus 1841/---- Sarah E. CRAIG

Ignatius E. 1840/1918 Sarah H. P. SHUTES
Isaac Elijah 1842/1912 Martha Ann HANTHORN
Isaac J. 1834/----  Harriet A. INGALL

Isaigh Jackson  1833/1863 Hannah CROWELL [4]

Genealogy or Heritage?
by Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor

ebster defines genealogy as: 1. A record or account
Wof the ancestry and the descent of a person, family,

group, etc; 2. The study of family ancestries and
histories; 3. Descent from an origina form or progenitor;
lineage; ancestry.

Heritage is defined by Webster as: 1. Something that comes
or belongs to a person by reason of birth; an inherited portion;
2. Something reserved for one.

From these two definitions, one can see distinct differences
between the two words. We can say genealogy is a history, and
heritage is your surname, since you are given this at birth.

Now, knowing this, the next time you receive a letter in the
mail advertising “The Complete Registry of Thayers in
America’ or “The New World Book of Thayers’, or what ever
surname, think back to this article before making up your mind.

There are numerous publishers that print books basically
filled with names and addresses of people with specific
surnames. And these books are usually advertised as * heritage”
books. Only recently have these companies been putting a
disclaimer on their order forms that read No direct
genealogical connection to your family or to your ancestry
is implied or intended. What they don't tell you is their
marketing tactics involved to get your money. | believe that if
the manufacturer put that statement as the first sentence in the
introduction letter, 90% of the people reading it would throw
the junk mail in the trash before finishing the first paragraph of
the letter.

To begin with, you do not see these books advertised for
surnames like Smith or Johnson, they’ re too common, and most
people know this and redlize it is no big deal. The publishers
also work on the fact that people like to see their name in print,
and who wouldn’t. The less common the name, the better to get
someone to buy the book. They simply purchase names from
the suppliers of phone books to compile a list of names and
addresses, add some basic history that is common knowledge
found in most any library, and they end up with a “heritage”
book.

Some of these letters describe that “...virtually handmade to
order” and “...note, this Heirloom Edition is expected to be the
only printing of this book, ever.” What they are not telling you
isthat in order to conserve costs and resources, these books are
not printed until all the orders are received. Very few extra
copies are printed. There's no profit in printing books with a
specific surname throughout its pages, if it had not been
ordered by someone with that surname.

Another tactic they use is the statement of “...your name is
very rare and our research has shown that less than two one-
thousandths of one percent of the people in America share your
name.” They go on to state they have spent a great deal of
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effort and thousands of dollars in research through the millions
and millions of names to locate amost every family in the
United States with your surname. Seems pretty amazing to
have such arare name that a publishing company just happened
to do awhole book about it.

The publishers are not just doing “research” on your name,
but as of 1983, one company, the Sharon L. Taylor Co., which
isadivision of Halbert's, Inc., of Bath, Ohio, has printed 6,000
different titles of “heritage books’, quite considerable if you
think about it. Basically each book contains basic text, which is
varied for each family name and some detail.

Bestrice Bayley is another publisher of these mail order
family books, and had complaints filed against them in
Pennsylvania in 1983. These complaints were for deceptive
promotions of their books.

Genealogical work this is not. When you purchase these
books, you are simply buying a list of names that have been
compiled primarily by phone company’s names, along with
very basic information.

Some of these books offer general information on how to
conduct a genealogical search on a do-it-yourself basis. The
National Genealogical Society offers a brochure for the price of
a stamp on a self addressed stamped envelope, on how to do
the same thing.

With the Internet in full swing | predict the offerings of
theses books will in increase, due to such extensive lists of
names being available on the Internet.

Sources used:

Chicago Tribune, 28 Aug 1983

The New York Times, 15 Jan 1983

Jerry & Judy Thayer, for providing the above articles as well as
data from various “Heritage House” publishers. [4]

The West Point Sylvanus Thayer
Award

2000 Award Recipient Henry A. Kissinger

Opening remarks by Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, on receiving
The West Point Sylvanus Thayer Award on 13 Sep 2000.

“l came to this country as a refugee from totalitarian
oppression. When | was drafted into the United States Army,
where | served for over three years before | was transferred to
military intelligence, | served in the 84th Infantry Division.
(And my brother, who was here as well, served in the 24th
Infantry Division on Okinawa.) | always say that | landed on
Omaha Beach, but | don’t tell people that it was six weeks after
the contested landing. Later on | was transferred into the
division headquarters, in fact, in the regimental intelligence,
and so | have experience at least at the fringes of combat and a
little bit of combat. | served there in the Battle of the Bulge,
and the advance across Germany...”

The Award is to be given to a citizen of the United States,
other than a West Point graduate, whose outstanding character,
accomplishments and stature in the civilian community draw
wholesome comparison to the qualities for which West Point



strives, in keeping with its motto - Duty, Honor, Country. The
individual selected for the Thayer Award must agree to accept
the Award at West Point. [4]

Robert Thayer, Inventor

Robert Thayer is forty-two years old and a father of two

beautiful girls ages9 and 12. He has a B.S. in computer

science and a Business Mgt. degree. He currently works
as a QA test lead for Eastman Kodak in Rochester, NY and a
management company called ACN. Prior to this position he
worked as a volunteer firefighter and EMT.

Raobert traveled to Europe (Paris & London) two years ago
and visited the Thornbury castle before attending the Thayer
Reunion in Braintree, MA.

He enjoys traveling, scuba diving, science fiction, classic
cars and real estate.

Hislineageis: George Thayer, son of Thurber Thayer, son of
Reuben Thayer, and so on up to Thomas Thayer.

Mr. Thayer was watching a news report of people leaping
from a high-rise apartment building during a fire. There were
not many options available to those people. Most would end up
dead from fire, toxins or the leap from the high rise. He was
inspired to develop thisidea as aresult of this dilemmaand his
concern for the preservation of life. The revolutionary concept
of remaining inside a burning building and staying safe has
sparked much interest in the marketing arena. He has been
working on this idea for the past several years and has
thoroughly researched this area. [&]

Thayer Thermo Tube

New Safety Device Provides Protection Against Disasters

unprepared. There are numerous ways to take

precautions when life-threatening situations occur, but
there are never enough safety measures to satisfy the need for
utmost protection. Now there is a product designed to provide
the ultimate in safety against a natural disaster such as fire or
earthquakes.

Inventor Robert A. Thayer of Rochester, New Y ork came up
with the idea for the Thayer Thermo Tube when he was
watching the news on television. There was a disaster and
people were jumping from a burning high rise, causing him to
devise a product that would provide a safe escape.

This original ideais now being made available for licensing
to manufacturers interested in new product development,
especialy in the safety products industry. Mr. Thayer is hoping
to have the Thayer Thermo Tube in full production and
available to the public within the very near future.

Additional information about the Thayer Thermo Tube can
be obtained by contacting the Publicity/Press Department of
Invention Technologies, Inc. at (800) 940-9020 ext 285 or at
products@invent-tech.com. Invention Technologies, Inc. is a

N 0 one wants to be caught in a natural disaster
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Coral Gables, Florida based company that is handling the
publicity and public relations for the Thayer Thermo Tube.

Note: This information is offered as a human-interest story
about the inventor and conception of the idea. Neither this
release, nor any publication of it constitutes disclosure of
functional or structural details of the invention. [4]

Thayer Family Plot Cleared and
Cleaned

Booneville has been at it again. Following his success

in drawing volunteers to help clean up the Dodge
family cemetery this summer, the Attleboro Historic
Commission member organized the recent cleanup of the
Thayer family plot on Wilmarth Street on November 21.

This time it was students from Attleboro High School who
heeded the call, all enrolled in the community service elective.
Nick Gayton, Dustin Medeiros, Joshua Goulet, Elizabeth
McGinnes, Katie Callahan, Katie Byrne, Aaron Danho, Andy
Delage, Jennifer Poulos and Michelle O’ Neill participated,
with guidance from Donna Shirman, the school’s community
service learning coordinator.

Commission members agreed with Bonneville's idea that
having students help maintain older city graveyards might be
an efficient way of keeping these historic, sacred grounds from
further neglect.

The Thayer plot contains ten graves dated between 1845 and
1876.

(Note to Gil Bagley — Do you think the Thayer family knows
about this?)

Q s reported in the Sun Chronicle on December 3, Vic

Editors Note: The above article has been graciously provided
by Gilbert Bagley, courtesy of the Attleboro Historic
Preservation Society, Attleboro, Massachusetts Newsl etter,
December 2000 Issue, Preservation News, Page 4. [&]

Castle Island History

courtesy of nine3.com

located here was always informally known as “The
Castle.”

Quickly appreciated for its strategic location for the
protection of Boston from sea attack, the first fortification on
Castle Island was an earthwork and three cannon ordered in
1634 by Governor Dudley of Massachusetts Bay Colony.

After the evacuating British destroyed the idland's
fortificationsin 1776, the fort was repaired by troops under the
command of Lt. Paul Revere.

The present five pointed granite structure is the eighth fort to
occupy this site and contains over 172,687 linear feet of
hammered stone and was constructed under the direction of
Colonel Sylvanus Thayer between 1834 and 1851.

The idand got its name from the fact that every fort



Many people erroneously believe Fort Independence to be
constructed with granite from nearby Quincy; however, with
local stone being more costly, the project was instead carried
out at considerable savings to taxpayers with granite hauled by
boat from quarries on distant Cape Ann.

Using the name Perry, the nineteenth century American
author Edgar Allan Poe served on Castle Island for five months
in 1827 and is said to have based the story “The Cask of
Amontillado” on an early Castle Island legend.

In 1818 Boston residents were thrown into a considerable
panic by the reported sightings off Castle Island of large sea
serpents.

After it was no longer needed for coastal defense, Castle
Idland was purchased by the MDC [Metropolitan District
Commission] from the federal government in 1962. On
October 15, 1970, Castle Island and Fort Independence were
placed on the Register of National Historic Places.

Editor s note: This article comes from the Internet. | came
across this information one day while doing some Thayer
research. Articles you find on the Internet, and would like to
see here in your newdletter are welcome provided you obtain
the appropriate permission for reprint and appropriate name or
organization to credit for the material. [&]

Thayer Family Research Site Update
by Patty Stuart

The Thayer Family database is rapidly coming into form.

Information from Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana,
lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri
and Montana are all complete from the databases | presently
have available to research in. Each database either shows as a
link or says that no Thayer information was available.
| also started a page for contributions that members could
post material that they would like to share with others. To date
there has been one contribution.

For a little information the Thayer Family Records page
which contains linksto al the “ Thayer census’ records has had
481 visitorsit since its beginning on December 15th 2000. 57%
of these visitors came from the Thayer Family Association site.

Anyone wanting to contribute information please feel freeto
contact me at familyrootseeker @aol.com

The databases websites address is http://www.geocities.com/
Petsburgh/Farm/1396/GENEALOGY /THAYER/
research_ancestry.html

Patty Stuart
Email: FamilyRootSeeker@aol.com [&]

Obituary Lookups Offered
submitted by Edna Barnes:
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If you need an obituary from San Francisco, you can contact
the library and they will do a lookup for No Charge, if you
follow their rules: The San Francisco Main Library has many
old San Francisco newspapers on microfilm. You can write or
e-mail them to request a lookup at no charge. They will check
up to 6 days after the death date. There is a limit of three
lookup requests at one time. IMPORTANT: --You MUST
provide the exact date of death.--

For regular mail requests, provide a name and exact date of
death, and include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Mail
your request to: San Francisco Public Library, Main Branch 5th
Floor Newspaper Center, Larkin & Grove Streets, San
Francisco, CA 94102

For e-mail requests, provide a name and exact date of death,
and include your own mailing address. E-mail the message to:
newref @sfpl.org [&]

Henry J. Thayer, Colonel
by Jerry Thayer

Colonel Henry J. Thayer, “Jerry Thayer”, received his B.S.
in Civil Engineering from The Citadel, in Charleston, South
Carolina, in 1954. Hereceived hisM.S. in Nuclear Engineering
from the University of Michigan. He is also a graduate of the
Army Command and General Staff College and the Army War
College.

His last assignment was Commander, Production Base
Modernization Agency, and was responsible for modernizing
the military production base for anmunition and explosives. In
the summer of 1985, after 30 plus years of service, Colonel
Thayer retired to Hampton, Virginia, where he has been ever
since.

Prior to assuming command of the Walla Walla District,
Colonel Thayer was Chief of Facilities Engineering Division at
Headquarters, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command, at
Fort Monroe, Virginia. In that position, he was responsible for
facility engineering operations at 22 Army posts throughout the
United States.

In 1973, Colonel
Thayer was selected
as Chief of
Engineering for the
Field Command of
the Defense Nuclear
Agency at Kirtland
Air Force Base, New

Mexico. In this
position, he was
responsible for

designing
underground nuclear
test beds and

electronic  test-result
monitoring systems.
From 1963 to 1965,
as Resident Engineer
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Ballistic Missile

for



Construction Office in North Dakota, he was responsible for
the construction of 100 Minuteman missile sites and 10 control
centers.

Colonel Thayer aso held many responsible positions
overseas, including Chief, Troop Construction Division, Army
Engineer Command, West Germany; Battalion Commander,
79th and 94th Engineer Battalions (Construction), West
Germany; Battalion Executive Officer and Installation
Engineer, 4th Infantry Division and 25th Infantry Division,
Vietnam; and Chief of Engineering, Military Assistance and
Advisory Group, Vietnam.

Colonel Thayer's military awarded include the Legion of
Merit, two Bronze Star Medals, two Meritorious Service
Medals, an Air Medal, four Army Commendation Medals, and
an Air Force Commendation Medal.

Jerry and his wife Judy are enjoying retirement. They have
two sons and four grandchildren. [&]

President s Corner

There is good news and some not so good.

The good news is that TFA's annual meeting plans are
falling into place. Mr. Brian Kolner, Director of the Braintree
Historical Society, has agreed to be our feature speaker. He
promises to be both informative and entertaining.

We have added to the feature “Thayeritage” and called it
“Things Thayer”, hoping that members will bring “current” as
well as past family memorabiliato share with the attendees.

The latest membership report lists 668 paid members of
which 93 are family memberships. The not so good news is that
107 members had not renewed as of the April 1st cut off date.
We are hoping that most of them will return.

The Nathaniel book is selling very well and that pleases
many.

Hoping to see you at Braintree in June.

Curt Thayer, President

Historian/Genealogist Report

| stand at the counter in the kitchen as | write this report -
this is my makeshift office for the next 7 days. After 30 years
employment in the Oregon school systems as a teacher and
school administrator, hubby Donald retired in 1998. Our last of
three sons has now returned from his two-year church mission
and we are ready for an adventure. With exception of my first
six years and a couple of years in college, | have spent my
entire lifetime in this perfectly beautiful and highly desirable
place.

The accompanying photo will tell you why we have decided
it is time to move on. Kellan Reece Muno (left) and Victoria
Natalie Pledger (right) were born 18 days apart in June 2000
and were the reason why | was not able to attend the Thayer
gathering at West Point last June. Good reason! Now, with four
grandchildren living so far away, and nothing to hold us back,
we have another “good reason” to move from our beautiful
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home here in Beaverton, Oregon to Utah and the site of the
World's largest Family History Library.

Since the day we knew the house had sold, we have been
packing, packing, packing! So far, some 70 boxes of
genealogy! Twenty of those are Thayer correspondence aone.
And that is JUST the snail mail!

We are going to be renting for a while until we find
appropriate housing or build a new home and Thayer library. A
portion of my research data will travel with me as | will be
focusing on writing and compiling the volumes on the
descendants of Richard Thayer - volumes 3, 4 and 5 of the
Comprehensive Thayer Genealogy. Although my on-line
participation will sadly be limited for a while, correspondents
should send submissions of information (without expectation of
aresponse, please) to me at the following address:

Patricia Thayer Muno
C/O Brent Muno

320 West 1600 North
Harrisville, UT 84404

Individuals with Thayer queries may continue to contact my
assistant, Jerry Thayer, who has been assisting me for the past
two years using a copy of my 28 year Thayer Research
Database. He can be reached at the following addresses:

Jerry Thayer

311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531
E-Mail: HJThayer@AOL.com

There are no new Reps to report this term. Just a word of
encouragement and thanksto all who work so hard to make this
America s greatest family and the best darn Family Association
the world has ever known! Thanks to everyone for their
patience during our move. Just think how much closer | will be
to the world' s largest Family History Library!

C—=850 O



| rarely have time to watch television, but when my favorite
program comes on, everything else takes a back seat! It was
because of my interest in this fun program that | requested
fellow TFA member and my fond correspondent, Russell
Harwood Knox, of Portsmouth, NH, to do the following write
up on our Thayer cousin who was A Critic of Science and
expounder of unconventional theories of scientific
phenomena and paranormal studies and may have fostered
beliefs that formed the basis for today s X-FILES!

Tiffany Ellsworth Thayer

How would you measure the circumference of a circle?
Charles Fort said you could start anywhere. And, you say, “Just
who is this Charles Fort, anyway? Who says he is such a
mathematical genius, as he would have you believe?’

Charles Fort was born in Albany, NY in 1874 of Dutch
stock. He considered himself a true Skeptic, one who opposes
all forms of dogmatism, believes nothing, and does not take a
position on anything. Fort shows definitely that he was
searching for patterns, repeating occurrences of things that
science teaches are impossible, such as, impossible or not,
dozens of sober observes have seen fish fall from the sky. In all
his researching, he claims to be an “intermediatis,” one who
believes nothing is real and nothing is unreal, “that all
phenomena are approximately one way or the other, between
realness and unrealness.” However, it appears that he was little
more than an anti-dogmatist who collected weird and bizarre
stories. He spent a good part of this adult life in the New Y ork
City library, examining newspapers, magazines and scientific
journals. What he was looking for were accounts of weird or
mysterious doings which didn’t fit in with current scientific
theories, such as frogs and other strange objects falling from
the sky, UFOs, ghosts, spontaneous human combustion,
stigmata and psychic abilities. Since he had worked for the
weird and bizarre, it seems strange that he did not question the
reliability of his sources. Furthermore, he didn't seem
particularly interested in making any sense out of his collection
of weird stories. It appeared that his main interest in scientific
hypotheses was to criticize and ridicule the very process of
theorizing.

Fort had very few close friends, but several of them were
well-known authors, among them, Tiffany Thayer, Theodore
Drieser, Ben Hecht, Booth Tarkington, and the poet, Oliver
Wendell Holmes. Tiffany Ellsworth Thayer, probably his
closest friend, was born in Freeport, Illinois on 1 March 1902,
the son of Elmer Ellsworth Thayer and Sybil Farrar, both
actors, who were divorced when Tiffany was five years of age.
Helived alternately with his father and mother, was considered
an oddball, and dropped out of high school in 1917 and joined
a dramatic company to become an actor, with varying degrees
of success. He took a job as a copywriter in order to earn a
living. His first novel, Thirteen Men, was published in 1930
and became a best seller. After that he wrote more than twenty
novels, but never relinquished his job as copywriter for the rest
of hislife.

Fort moved to London in 1921, and, although never having
met Thayer, corresponded with him a great deal over the next
few years, mainly because of Thayer’s enchantment with Fort’s
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writings. In 1929, Fort moved back to New York, where he
immediately struck up an acquaintance with Tiffany, who at
that time was a young and enthusiastic novelist.

Tiffany Thayer, along with Theodore Dreiser, founded the
Fortean Society in 1931, in order to foster and perpetuate the
teachings of Charles Fort, and to promote and encourage Fort-
like attacks on science and scientists. When Fort died in 1932,
he left over thirty boxes of notes, which The Fortean Society
began publishing in the Fortean Society Magazine, later called
“Doubt” magazine. Fort opposed the idea of a Fortean Society.
He thought that such a group would attract spiritualists and
those revolting against science, because scientists opposed
them. It appeared that Fort did not wish to surround himself
with a bunch of crackpots. Shortly before his death, he was
offered the opportunity to join the Society named after him. He
sputtered a bit and said he would rather join the Elks!

Fort did not seem particularly interested in making any sense
out of his collection of weird stories. He seemed particularly
uninterested in scientific testing, athough many of his
followers considered him to be the founding father of
paranormal studies. He seems to have wanted particularly to
embarrass scientists by collecting stories on the borderline
between fact and fantasy, which science could not explain.
Furthermore, he seldom concerned himself with the reliability
or accuracy of his data. It appeared to him that since science
was not infallible, any theory was as good as any other.

Fort was a prolific writer, having written ten novels.
However only one was published: The Outcast Manufacturers
(1906). It is a fact that, twice during his lifetime, in fits of
depression, he burned thousands and thousands of pages of
notes and writings.

Fort wrote four books on nonfiction. They are: The Book of
the Damned (1919), New Lands (1923); Lo! (1931),; and Wild
Talents (1932).

In The Book of the Damned, published in 1919, he states
that by the damned, I mean excluded, and by the excluded, 1
mean that which will someday be the excluding. Or everything
that is, won t be, and everything that isn t, will be. The
author, Ben Hecht, reviewed “The Book of the Damned” in the
Chicago Daily Newsin 1919, stating that It has either pleased
Charles Fort to perpetuate a gargantuan jest upon
unsuspecting readers, all the better, or if he has, in all
seriousness heralded forth the innermost truths of his soul, 1
offer him this testament, 1 BELIEVE!

In“New Lands,” published in 1923, Fort states: “I shall have
to accept that, floating in the sky of this earth, there are often
fields of ice as extensive as those on the Arctic Ocean -
volumes of water in which there are many fishes and frogs -
tracts of land covered with caterpillars - black rains and red
rains - jet black snow, pink snow - hailstones flavored like
oranges - a race of tiny beings.” To quote the author, Booth
Tarkington in the introduction: “Lay brethren must content
themselves with gratitude to a man who writes two such books
as New Lands and The Book of the Damned, gratitude for
passages and picture as such cyclonic activity and dimension
that a whole new area of a reader s imagination stirs in
amazement and is brought to life.



In“Lol,” published in 1931, Fort lists the following names:
Bacon, Columbus, Bell, Morse, Pasteur, Galileo, Tycho Brahe,
Newton, The Brothers Wright.

“Wander through the ages and note what became of them,
note how wrong they were at their rightest; and note what
today’s historians say about the general placidity and self
satisfaction that prevailed as each of these men reached
intellectual maturity. Remember, that in our advancement, the
common people of the dark ages were content in their
ignorance. Then, if you can, for the sake of decent, go die”
Thus sayeth Charles Fort. Tiffany Thayer wrote the
introduction to “Lo!” He called these clippings and records of
sources the greatest single monument to revolt against smug
complacency in existence. Some day it may come out
scandalously in the tabloids of the future that man did not know
as much in 1931 as he was pleased to think he did.

In Wild Talents, published in 1932, Fort brings forth some
very thought provoking facts. The physically and mentally
handicapped often perform extraordinary feats that they learn
through persistent practice. So why are physically and mentally
whole individuals not utilizing more of their potential? With so
many extraordinary talents exhibited over the years, what is
modern man or woman like today. An average city person is a
frail, forgetful, self conscious, fearful individual that easily
lashes out in gut response and strifeful discord. As a
consequence, human error increases, human guided machinery
goes awry, people are mistakenly killed, and the planet has
become a cesspool of unnecessary pollution. According to
Fort, the answer to thisis Mental Training Schools.

On 23 August 1959, Tiffany Thayer died and the Fortean
Society came to an abrupt end. In 1973, others wishing to
continue the work of Charles Fort founded a magazine called

The Fortean Times. 1t is advertised as exploring the wild
frontiers between the known and the unknown, and features
articles on topics such as the government’s alleged suppression
of evidence regarding crashed UFOs, synaesthesia - a
mysterious undersea structure; and other things the editors
think are strange or weird. Here are over 55,000 subscribers to
this magazine. The International Fortean Organization
publishes INFO Journal several times a year, with stories on
anomalous astronomica phenomena, anomaliesin the physical
sciences, scientific hoaxes and cryptobiology/zoology - an
anomaly being an irregular or unusual event (literally no law or
rule.) The Fortean Society at the University of Dublin, Dublin,
Ireland is probably one of the largest and most influentia
Fortean Societies today. There also are many, many other
publications with similar articles, and innumerable Fortean
clubs.

Although Charles Fort died many years ago, his philosophy
lives on. Without him and his disciples, there would be little
science fiction written today. Although not al, Most Fortean
specialists specialize in one are of inquiry or endeavor. There
are cryptozoologists - particularly interested in the possible
existence of aien animals, UFO-ologists - people who
specialize  in studying  Unidentified Flying Objects;
Parapsychologists - people interested in ESP, various Wild
Talents, and other types of psychic phenomena; Earth Mystery
Researchers - people interested in dowsing, crop circles, earth
energies, megalithic structures, and earthquake prediction;

17

Congpiratologists - people interested in researching various
conspiracy theories, mostly assassinations (especially that of
JFK); Psychotronics researchers - people interested in time
travel, alternative medicine, and for out technology.

We might sum up Fort’s writings in two themes. First we
live in aprankster universe governed by laws we can’t begin to
guess at or comprehend. Secondly, our secular priesthood of
scientists isn’t much closer to the Truth than the religious ones
they are trying to supplant. One of his basic attitudes was that
the more dogmatic and authoritarian a system. The more likely
it isto be wrong. Russell Harwood Knox.

Patricia s lineage notes and sketch of Tiffany: Tiffany
Ellsworth® (Elmer Ellsworth?, William Henry Harrison®,
Henry”®, Peletiah®, John*, Thomas®, Ferdinando?, Thomas')
THAYER.

Tiffany’s parents were in show business as his father was a
comedian and his mother was a soubrette. His parents were
divorced when he was five and he lived with his father in
Rockford, IL until he was 14 when he ran away to join his
mother in Chicago. He dropped out of High school in his third
year. He worked as a commercial artist and joined an operatic
and dramatic company, playing one night stands in theatersin
[llinois, Indiana and other areas in the Midwest. He was not
especialy successful in the acting so in between seasons he
worked as a copy boy for the Chicago Record-Herald. Still
hoping to gain fame on the stage he moved to New York City
in 1926. He ran out of savings before he found a role and this
caused him to take on a job as copywriter in advertising. This
was an area where he really excelled, and he worked at this for
the rest of his life, even though he has achieved financial
success as a novelist. He started writing when he was 11 years
old. He published 21 novels, most of which were obscene and
gaudy. In 1930 he was advertising manager for the Literary
Guild, but had no real literary pretensions. “To hell with
literature,” he told one interviewer.

Thayer was a
permanent  secretary
of the Fortean Society
and editor of its
magazine. He
considered himself an
atheist and a specialist
in feminine
psychology. He was
somewhat  of a
diminutive man at 5
7", 148 pounds. He
rolled his  own
cigarettes, did fencing
for exercise, and
drawing and painting
for relaxation. He
contended throughout
his life that his marital status was “nobody’s business,” but in
fact he was married three times. | have the name of only one of
his wives - Kathleen McMahon. Thayer had no children; he
died 23 Aug 1959 in Nantucket, MA.




Information for this sketch provided by Russell Knox - Patricia
Thayer Muno. [&]

Nathaniel Thayer Book Reviews

“The published Thayer volume has just arrived this week. It
is an absolutely superb piece of work. Everything about it
seems wonderful, from the technical presentation of all
information to the feel of the pages and the lithography. You
are so dedicated to do this.” Norma B. Frost

“Congratulations to you for doing such a professional job of
publishing volume Il of your Comprehensive. | have purchased
book #39 and | am so pleased with it. The binding, especialy,
is beautiful.” Raymond Alexander Thayer

“After our very enjoyable trip to Michigan, Carolyn went to
the post office this morning to restart delivery of our mail, and
with the “held” mail, she brought home a book. GASP... The
Nathaniel Book. IT'S BEAUTIFUL. | don’t know what else to
say. <g>You've published a work of art.” Albert Thayer
Morton

“The book is great! Lots of good information in it and a lot
of general info asin the front. | am greatly looking forward to
the follow on volumes of Richard and Thomas.” Rodney Lee
Thayer [B]

Westwing School
from Elaine Lee, Staff Member of Westwing School

Another chapter has developed in the history of Kyneton
House. Westwing School has had to close very suddenly due to
financial difficulties, so the house will be up for sale. Who
knows what it will be next. It has been a great shock to all staff
and pupils.

For the readers who are unfamiliar of what Westwing School
is, here is a short introduction:

! Kyneton Homestead at Thornbury was held by Thayers from
the time of Edward |1 whose reign was from 1307-1327 A.D.
“Kyneton is Saxon for Kings Village... The lands of Kyneton
house comprises about 1000 acres. The two right hand gables
or peaks are the old part of the house with a date of 1603 [sic]
carved over the doorway in the end of the gables. We have no
proof that this was the house in which Richard and Thomas
Thayer lived before they came to New England, but some
supposed it was their home. In 1882 it was the home of
William Osborne Maclaine, Esg., a Tayer on his mothers side.
The similarity of hames in the abstracts of wills given here and
those in the New England families seems to indicate there was
some connection between these persons...”

'The Thayer-Tayer-Theyer Families of Gloucestershire,
England 1500-1660, by Patricia Thayer Muno, page 21.
Originally appeared in Martin Clinton Thayer, His Ancestors
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and Descendants, by Ruth Thayer Ravenscroft, Val. |, pageiii.
@

From Patricia s Mail Bag

John Henry BUFFORD (1810-1870) operated lithography
firms in New York from 1835 to 1840; and in Boston from
1841 to 1871. He received his training by working for William
S. Pendleton in Boston and later for George Endicott and
Nathaniel Currier in New York. Bufford was married to Anna
Melora® (Caleb Strong?, Caleb’, Zebulon®®, Benjamin®,
Richard®***) THAYER

There are approximately fifty-four items in the Pennsylvania
Library Department of Special Collections for which the
Bufford firms provided illustrations. A lithograph of Bufford’s
mother-in-law, Deborah (Waite) Thayer has been shared by
descendants, Ned and Debbie Swigart of Washington, CT and
will appear in the forthcoming Thayer genealogy publication.
Some of Bufford's works can be viewed on-line at the
following website:
http://www.library .upenn.edu/special/keffer/buff.html

Membership Report

Membership is coming along really well, over 670 members
as of this mailing. I want to thank all renewing members for
their continued support, and for all the new members,
“Welcome to the Association!”

NEW MEMBERS:

Name, City, State, Paid Through if more than 2001
Bernadine Mark Thayer-Brown-Hall, St. Helens, OR
Glen Albert Thayer, Danville, NH

Grant Donald Thayer, Rochester, MN, 02

Herbert Walter Thayer, Jr., Guilford, CT

Jeanne Felker, New York, NY

Katrina Thayer, Carthage, MO

Mary Murphy Blake, Waterbury, VT

Peter Archer, Medfield, MA

Reavis Thayer Eubanks, Asheville, NC, 05

Thomas Albert Thayer, Vineland, NJ

Verne L. Thayer, Milford, MA, 02

SINGLE RENEWALS:

Name, City, State, Paid Through if more than 2001
Alice Stingel, Keizer, OR

AnnaV. Weber, Springfield, VA

Audrey Gufstason, Burlingame, CA

Barbara Thayer O’ Connor, Auburndale, MA
Betty Thayer Karr, Clinton, IL

Bob Thayer Gardner, Renton, WA

Branda Thayer Sorel, 02

Bruce Allan Thayer, Tacoma, WA

Burton Chandler, Rockland, MA




Catherine Parks Loevner, Princeton, NJ, 06
Cathryn C. Thayer, Denver, CO

Cheryl Thayer, Concord, CA

Cindy Thayer German, W. Dundee, 1L
Clifford Shaw, Fort Collins, CO

Colleen Thayer, Binghamton, NY

David L. Thayer, Coralville, A, 02

David Ray Thayer, Clarksburg MA

David W. Thayer, Highlands Ranch, CO
Dick Brown, Sykesville, MD

Duane Erland Thayer, Englewood, CO
Enrique Alberto Thayer, Panama, PANAMA
Eugene F. Thayer, Hopkinton, MA
Frances Sprunker, Keokuk, IA

Hanford Thayer, Langley, WA

Jerrilea Thayer Eldredge, Davenport, A
John Atkinson Thayer, Owensboro KY, 02
Jon Dale Thayer, Sr., Abilene, KS

Judith Thayer Hudson, Escondido, CA, 04
Julianna Thayer Lunetta, Danbury, CT
Karen Kress, Oak Hill VA

Kim Inglis Thayer Stump, York PA

Larry G. Thayer, McHenry, IL

Linda Thayer Bosier, Richland, M1

Lisa Strobel, Natrona Heights, PA
Lizabeth Lowe, Santa Ana, CA

Lloyd Thayer, Wilmington, DE

Margaret Russell Hollenbeck, San Diego, CA, 02
Marion C. Thayer, Grant, NE

Marjorie Gross, Spring, TX

Marshall C. Milby, Athena, OR

Martha Thayer Poston, Heyworth, IL
Mary Lou Alison, Albuquerque, NM, 02
Nancy Thayer Lafoon, Forestdale, MA
Norman R. Thayer, Titusville, FL, 02
Pamela & Rosemary Thayer, ENGLAND
Phillips Thayer, Stratford, CT

Phyllis A. Thayer, Kalamazoo, M|
Priscilla Richenberg, Stuart, FL

Ralph Everett Thayer, New Orleans, LA
Randy Thayer, Alpharetta, GA

Robert Bennion, Casper WY, 03

Robert Henry Thayer, Clinton, MS, 02
Robert I. Thayer, Scituate, MA

Robert T. Thayer, VirginiaBeach, VA, 02
Robert W. Thayer, Schenectady, NY, 02
Sandra Thayer-Moore, New Castle, DE, 02
Sandra A. Rekuc, Livonia, Ml

Sharon Engel, Omaha, NE

Sharon Thayer, Cedar Falls, 1A

Vernon Clark Thayer, Huntington, NY
William F. Thayer, Los Angeles, CA
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FAMILY RENEWALS:

Name, City, State, Paid Through if more than 2001
Arthur Ross Thayer, Parma, M|

Calvin C. & Betty J. Thayer, Junction City, OR

Donald & Arline Davis, Pittsfield, MA

Edward Thayer 111 & Carolyn Thayer, Otisville, NY
Frank C & Barbara E. Thayer, Jr., Newburgh, NY

James B. Thayer, Sr., Beaverton, OR

James L. & Elanor Thayer, Sun City, FL

James Hugh Thayer & Barbara A. Thayer, Kisssimmee, FL, 02
LorisN. Henry & Norma B. Frost, Harrington, DE
Walter F & Linda Thayer, Carlsbad, NM

William A. & Sandra K. Thayer, West Bloomfield, MI, 02

From the Editor

Well, it is that time again to get my column written for the
next issue. We have gone through a few learning curves in the
printing of this publication. It should be known that this
newsdletter is put together here in Japan by myself, then emailed
asasinglefileto Albert Morton Thayer in New Y ork. Al prints
the master and snail mails that to Judith L. Young-Thayer in
Virginia, who in turn takes care of the printing and distribution.
My hats off to these individuas for their incredible work in
getting each issue out to the membership. Please pass on your
appreciation for the newsletter to them, as they are doing the
real legwork in getting the newsletter out.

| want to put athank you to the individuals providing articles
for our newsletter. This is what keeps it full and interesting. |
was out of country for approximately two weeks and when |
returned, | had three articles waiting, and | also received
several articles via postal mail. Thanks all for the support!
Keep ‘em coming!

I had alittle fun the first week of April that | am sure you all
have seen on the news. | was on a ship conducting training
after departing Hong Kong and was in the first group of three
ships to stand off from Hainan Island, China. Pretty uneventful
overall, it delayed me getting off in Guam by three days.

Yesterday, 13 April, | had the chance to meet in person a
cousin of ours. | met briefly with John Bedford and his wife
Doris in the afternoon. A story on this meeting will appear in
the next issue and on our chance meeting viaemail nearly three
years ago that led us up to this point. [4]
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Stories Needed

Stories are aways welcome, and needed in order to maintain
your newsletter. Please consider sharing a Thayer related
family with the rest of your family. Submit completed stories to
the Editor at the address listed on the back of this newsdletter or
email them. Feeling timid? Just send the information and | will
write the article for you. Editor [



THE THAYER QUARTERLY
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR
PSC 473 BOX 1837

FPO, AP 96349-5555

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamily.com

For al official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer:
Thayer Families Association
P.O. Box 12
Braintree, MA 02185-0012
Email: crt42@prodigy.net

For membership issues, info, and address corrections, please
write:
Albert Thayer Morton
115 Willow Pond Way
Penfield, NY 14526-2621
Email: ThayerATM @aol.com

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family Representative,
please write:
Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.
Hampton, VA 23669-1531
Email: HJThayer@aol.com

Please include an SASE if you need areply.
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The Thayer Quarterly O (copyright 1994-2001, all rights
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers,
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed late in the month as
follows: Winter (Feb); Spring (May); Summer (Aug); Fall
(Nov). Back issues are available from 1994 to present, some
may be a photocopy. Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, P.O.
Box 12, Braintree MA, 02185-0012) A cumulative index,
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the
newsletter (prior to the current issue) is available for $10 to the
above address.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor,
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via
the Internet are aso welcomed. Send typed articles to the
address in the return address block of this page or email the
editor a thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file
containing the article. Your articles and submissions may be
edited (respectfully) for length and readability. Please provide
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of genera interest to
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited
to you. Deadline for the Summer Issueis August 10". [&



