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Important Newsletter Update!Important Newsletter Update!  
 

    You may have noticed some changes to the newsletter. 
These changes were done to provide a more quality 
newsletter. Please read about these important changes 
listed below. 
 
1. The month of issue has been changed. Summer issue 
will now be mailed in June, Fall issue in September, 
Winter issue in December, and the Spring issue will be 
mailed in March. A year’s worth of issues is now Spring, 
Summer, Fall, and Winter. 
 
2. On the address label, the letters PD and two numbers 
have been added to indicate PAID and the year through, 
such as PD 01 means your dues are paid for the year 
2001, PD 04 would mean your dues are paid up and 
include 2004. Please make a note of the number on the 
address label when you receive your issues and for your 
convenience, a membership form is included in every 
issue instead of once a year. We encourage you to renew 
before the end of the current year as shown on the 
label. 
 
3. We are now using one address for all official contact 
with TFA, renewals, back issue orders, membership 
information, etc., all go to one place now. The address is: 

Thayer Families Association 
1024 Main Street 

Hanover, MA  02339-1440 
 
4. A larger font size is used now, 11 pitch vice 10 pitch, 
this was done to make the articles easier to read. 
 
5. The pictures have been reformatted to display larger 
than one column. This will make viewing easier. I am 
working on getting them printed clearer as well. 
 
    Remember, this is your newsletter, please let me know 
what you would like to see. The items listed in this 
update were from member suggestions.  t 

  

TFA Publishing Fund/TFA Publishing Fund/  
Matching Fund StMatching Fund Statusatus  

 
    The thermometer shows where we currently are, as of 
Jun of this year, for raising money for the TFA 
Publishing Fund. In June 2000 Jim Thayer and his family 
have made a challenge to the TFA. The challenge is 
simple, raise at least $10,000 by December 2001 for the 
TFA Publishing Fund, and Jim and his family will match 
that amount with another $10,000! Now all we have to do 
is raise the money. 

 
    Since the challenge was made, 
$5,200 has been raised. To reach 
our goal requires another $4,800 
of donations. 
 
    This seems like a lot of money, 
and it is, but if we take this on as a 
membership, it is only $9.00 each, 
then we will meet our ultimate 
goal of $10,000 and will receive 
the matching funds from Jim 
Thayer and his family. 
 
    The purpose of this publishing 
fund is to publish quality 
genealogical works based on the 
Thayer surname, approved by the 

Thayer Families Association. This is a self-sustaining 
fund, which means the funds are replaced after the sales 
of these books. 
 
    We hope you will consider contributing to this 
worthwhile effort. Any donation amount is greatly 
appreciated. Please mail donations to: 
Braintree Historical Society 
31 Tenney Road 
Braintree, MA  02184-6512 
Please make sure you write “TFA Publication Fund” on 
the memo line of your check. 
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TFA Annual Meeting 2001TFA Annual Meeting 2001  
by Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
 started planning my trip to Massachusetts nearly a 
year ago for the Thayer Families Association annual 
meeting and reunion held in Braintree, MA this 

summer. Due to my work schedule, and my limited leave 
I can take, the planning was critical. 
    I decided to take my daughter Samantha (Sammy) to 
the states as well, since my parents had not seen her since 
she was just a few months old, she is 10 now. After flying 
some 6,500 miles, for nearly 13 hours, we arrived at my 
parent’s home in Thompson, MI, on the 13th of Jun. And 
we arrived just a few hours after we left Japan, a benefit 
of the International Date Line. We stayed up talking for 
several hours, also knowing we had to get up at 3:30 am 
in order to get back to the airport to start the next leg of 
my travel, this time with my father, and leaving Sammy 
in the care of my mother.  
    My father and I flew from Marquette, MI to Detroit, 
MI, then onto Boston, MA, another 1000 miles for me 
and next to no sleep either for me either. Remember, 
coming from Japan, my days and nights are now opposite 
of that of the states. All flights were good, no delays or 
any problems. After arriving in Boston, we took a shuttle 
to Braintree, there, we were greeted by Jerry & Judy 
Thayer, who I met last year while in Norfolk, VA. 
    We were taken to the hotel, which were great 
accommodations, and introduced to some more relatives. 
After the check in, Jerry offered to drive us around 
Braintree and show us some highlights of the town. Jerry 
took us to the Thayer House, Elm Street Cemetery, The 
Adams Houses, and pointed out and described several 
more places of interest of the town. Thanks Jerry for the 
excellent tour, and for getting us around for those few 
days there! 
    Later in the evening, I met with Al Morton and Clint 
Thayer, and stayed up talking with them until 3:30 am of 
the 15th. About six hours later, I was up and in the board 
meeting, held in Madora’s hotel room due to the 
conference rooms being renovated. We broke for lunch 
and reconvened at Thayer Academy for the remainder of 
the board meeting, wrapping up around 3:30 pm. We 
finished up the evening with dinner with board members 
and some more cousins, with the rest of the evening a 
blur to me, now jet lag was taking its toll on me.  
    Morning of the 16th, show time. My father and I went 
with Jerry, Judy and Madora to Thayer Academy, with 
the others meeting us there and getting things in place for 
the general meeting. Members started arriving around 
11:00 am or so. The President, called the meeting to order 
at 1:00 pm and the meeting was underway.  

    The various offices gave reports, and Brian Kolner of 
Braintree Historical Society gave a very good history on 
Braintree, Sylvanus Thayer, and Thayer Academy. The 
meeting was successful. After the meeting, people 
mingled and looked at various displays setup that were 
Thayer related. Rick Thayer of Quincy, MA displayed his 
two models of Thayer sailing ships. Lots of photos were 
available to look through as well. 
    Brian Kolner gave a tour and history of the Thayer 
House. An incredible restored house from the 1600’s, the 
birthplace of Sylvanus Thayer. 
    The next morning, my father and I flew back to 
Michigan. Our impression of the reunion was a good one. 
We had a wonderful time, meeting with cousins from all 
over the country we a really good time, and by actually 
meeting the board members, now I can place faces with 
the names I have been emailing for so many years. You 
have a great bunch of people on the board! 
    And yes, it could have been advertised more and I 
apologize for that. This issue came up several times 
throughout the reunion. The board has acknowledged our 
lack of advertising and I, along with others in the 
Association will ensure next year’s reunion is a greater 
success. We learned a lot from each other and the 
members. 
    Sammy had a great time in Michigan as well. After 
Dad and I returned, to MI, we traveled around MI for a 
few days seeing relatives. 
    I hope to be there next year, but no promises.  t 

 
 

Thayer Families AssociationThayer Families Association  
Agenda, 16 June 2001Agenda, 16 June 2001 

 
Welcome, Call to order: President Curtis Thayer. 
Opening Prayer: Rev. C. Russell Thayer. 
Introduction of officers, directors & guests: President            
Curtis Thayer. 
Read minutes of 2000 annual meeting and Internet 
meetings: Secretary C. Russell Thayer. 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Judith L. Young-Thayer. 
Audit Committee Report: Madora Boyd. 
Membership Report: Clint Thayer. 
BHS Affiliation: Clint Thayer. 
Publishing Fund and guest speaker: Brian Kolner, 
Braintree Historical Society. 
Genealogist Report: Jerry Thayer. 
TQ Editor Report: Lee Thayer, Editor. 
Special Projects Report: Judith L. Young-Thayer. 
Nominating Committee Report: Judith L. Young-Thayer. 
Old Business: 
New Business: 
Election of Officers/Directors. 

I
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Committee/Appointments. 
Vision & adjournment: President Curtis Thayer. 

 
 

Thayer Families AssociationThayer Families Association  
Annual Meeting Annual Meeting   

June 16, 2001, 1:00 p.m.June 16, 2001, 1:00 p.m.  
Thayer Academy, Braintree, MAThayer Academy, Braintree, MA 

 
    President Curtis Ross Thayer called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. with 33 members present (see page 6). 
    President Curtis Ross Thayer related his story of 
Thayer relations and encouraged us to be very proud of 
being a Thayer. 
    Rev. C. Russell Thayer Chaplain, who asked those 
present to name those who they knew had passed away 
during the year, gave the opening Prayer. Due to our 
historian’s move a list was not available to read this year. 
We will try and read those from 2000-2001 and those 
from 2001-2002 next year. In addition, several 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren were named as 
coming into the family this year. 
    Officers and directors and committee persons for this 
past year were introduced and thanked with a round of 
applause. In addition the following guests and members 
were made note of: 
 Jean Dow, guest of Rick Thayer 
 Richard Thayer, past director 
 Dorothea Wendell, first time attendee 
    The Secretary, C. Russell Thayer read his report, 
including the action of the Executive Board during the 
past year. It was moved and seconded and unanimously 
approved. 
    The Treasurer, Judith L. Young-Thayer, read her 
report. It was moved and seconded to accept the 
treasurer’s report. Passed unanimously. 
    Madora Thayer Boyd, wherein she announced that the 
books were examined and found to be in good order, 
gave the auditing committee report. 
    Chairman R. Clinton Thayer gave the membership 
report wherein he announced that we have 578 members 
for 2001. 
    Braintree Historical Society Contact Committee report 
was given by Al Morton. A letter written to the Executive 
Committee, in which the committee recommended that 
we not join with BHS at this time, was read. It was voted 
unanimously by the Executive Committee not to join with 
BHS at this time. 
    Brian Kolner, Executive Director of the Braintree 
Historical Society was introduced as our guest speaker 
for the meeting. He spoke about the history of Braintree.  
It was first settled in 1636 and incorporated as a town in 

1640. It originally included Quincy, Randolph, and 
Holbrook. Braintree had the first Railroad in the U.S.  
General Sylvanus Thayer was born in 1735. He retired in 
Braintree and gave money for the Braintree Library, 
which the Town Fathers refused because they did not 
need a library because no one could read. He kept 
offering until they built the Southwick Library. He also 
gave $100,000 to start Thayer Academy. In 1938 
Braintree Historical Society was incorporated. It started 
out in one room in Thayer Public Library. In 1956 The 
BHS was given the Sylvanus Thayer birthplace as long as 
it could be moved out of the swamp it was in. It was 
disassembled and four years later it was completely 
reassembled in its present location. In 1960 the Thayer 
house was opened to the public. In 1975 an 18th century 
barn was constructed behind the house for BHS museum.  
In 1995 a concrete building was added. In 1999 TFA 
created the TFA Publishing Fund, which has a balance of 
$7,203 at present. Jim Thayer and his family have made 
an offer to match $10,000 if that amount is raised by 
December 31, 2001. At present we need to raise $4,800 
more to receive that additional $10,000. 
    Jerry Thayer gave the Genealogy report. Jerry offered 
his help to anyone who needed it after the meeting. He 
has his entire library with him. He also spoke on behalf of 
Tricia Muno and gave her warm regards to all those at the 
meeting. Hopefully she might be available next year for 
our meeting. 
    Judith L. Young-Thayer gave special Projects report. 
T-shirts, earrings, pins, tie tacks, blanks are available 
after the meeting. To date we have sold $120 of pins and 
earrings and $120 of T-shirts. There are also 6 Christmas 
tree ornaments left to purchase, and a raffle will take 
place at the evening meal for a Nathaniel book purchased 
and donated by Madora Thayer Boyd. All proceeds will 
be given to the publishing fund. 
    Judy Thayer gave nominating Committee report. She 
presented the following officers and Executive 
Committee members: 

President – Curtis R. Thayer 
V. President – Madora Thayer Boyd 
Secretary – C. Russell Thayer 
Treasurer – R. Clinton Thayer 

    There were two openings for members of the 
Executive Committee, Curt asked for nominations from 
the floor/ Jerry Thayer nominated James Loren Thayer, 
Al seconded. Jerry nominated Ed Johnson Clint 
seconded. 
    Nominations were closed and the secretary was 
instructed to cast one ballot for the slate of officers. The 
vote was cast and all officers and board members were 
elected. 
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    Jerry Thayer announced that he had a CD with the last 
five issues of the TQ on it. He asked if anyone was 
interested in receiving the TQ in this format? 
    Lee Thayer read Thayer Quarterly Editor’s report.  He 
asked if all had read the last issue. Almost all had. 

ü He announced that he will improve quality of 
pictures 

ü He works on four issues at a time 
ü He needs the input of members to make it 

successful 
ü The labels will be changing to include the year 

your membership runs out as well as a half page 
application for membership in each issue. 

    Dates of Thayer Quarterly: 
ü Lee announced that the dates of future issues of 

the Thayer Quarterly had been moved back one 
month each to the following months: 

 Winter issue – December 
 Spring issue – March 
 Summer issue – June 
 Fall issue – September 
New Business: 
    President Curtis Thayer challenged each of us to 
recruit one new member during the coming year, which 
would double our membership. 
    He also took a hand count of those who would be 
interested in moving the annual TFA meeting around to 
different places periodically. 17 people thought it was a 
good idea out of 33 present. 
    President Curt announced that the annual meeting for 
2002 would be held in Braintree on June 22, 2002 
    It was suggested that TFA have a handout for its 
members to give to other Thayers when encouraging 
them to become a member, stating the reasons one should 
consider membership in TFA. 
    Russ Thayer read the minutes from the Executive 
Committee meeting of June 15 (see page 4). 
    Committee appointments: 
The following nominating committee was nominated: 
 Albert Thayer Morton 
 Lee Thayer 
 C. Russell Thayer 
A motion was made by Jerry Thayer and seconded by 
Judy Thayer to close nominations  
The nominating committee was unanimously elected. 
 
    The annual meeting of the Thayer Families 
Association was adjourned at 2:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
C. Russell Thayer, 
Secretary 
 
 

Thayer Families Executive Board Thayer Families Executive Board 
Meeting, June 15, 2001Meeting, June 15, 2001 

 
Present: Curtis R. Thayer, Madora Thayer Boyd, Judith 
Young-Thayer, C. Russell Thayer, R. Clinton Thayer, Jr., 
Albert Thayer Morton, Rodney Lee Thayer. 
Absent: William Thayer, David Manville Thayer. 
    The meeting opened at 9:13 A.M. by President Curtis 
Thayer. 
    Two proxies were held as follows. Judith Young-
Thayer was given to Madora Boyd and David Manville 
Thayer was given to Albert Morton. 
    Later in the meeting, Judith Young-Thayer arrived and 
her proxy was no longer needed. 
1. A discussion was held regarding electronic media 

voting. 
    How should we make motions and carry on business 
via the Internet? 
    After a lengthy discussion Russ Thayer moved that we 
incorporate the changes recommended by Rodney to the 
Manual of Policies and Procedures (MOPPS) it was 
seconded. Passed unanimously. 

 
2. A discussion of the Post Office Box in Braintree was 

held. 
    After discussion a motion was made by Madora and 
seconded by Clint that the Post Office Box be eliminated 
and that the address of the secretary should be used for 
future correspondence. Passed Unanimously. 

 
3. Al Morton reported on the meeting he has had with 

Brian Kolner of Braintree Historical Society. 
    He handed out information regarding the TFA Fund 
(see attached) and a discussion was held regarding 
publishing guidelines and the statement of restrictions for 
the TFA Fund 
    Rodney suggested that we reduce the number of 
guidelines to three: 

1. All material for consideration for the use of 
the fund be first sent to BHS. 

2. BHS will then send the material to the TFA 
Publishing Committee to validate it as an 
authentic work. 

3. TFA Publishing Committee will then send 
the material back to BHS with either its 
approval or disapproval and they (BHS will 
take it from there. 

In addition it was suggested that we add to the 
statement of restriction for the TFA Publishing 
Fund the following: 
4. The Thayer Families Association Fund was 
created to pay for the publication of thoroughly 
researched scholarly works documenting the  
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genealogy of the Thayer Family and/or its direct 
line descendants.  The principal of the fund is to 
be used for this purpose. The principal of this 
fund will be replenished from the sale of books 
that have used this fund for publication. 

    This was moved by Russ Thayer and seconded by 
Clinton Thayer Passed unanimously. 
4. The president at 11:30 am to be reconvened at 1:00 

P.M called a lunch recess. The meeting reconvened at 
1:30 p.m. at Thayer Academy Boardroom.  

5. Judith Young-Thayer brought to the boards attention 
the need to create a letter from the president 
authorizing the following officers to sign checks for 
TFA: 

R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. – Treasurer 
Charles Russell Thayer – Secretary 
Curtis R. Thayer – President 

    Madora moved and Judy seconded this action.  It was 
passed unanimously. 
6. A discussion was held as to why we lose so many 

members each year. 
    In 2001 we lost 92 members. 
    Should we survey our members and especially those 
who have left the organization to determine what is 
wanted by the membership and why people have left? 
    It was moved and seconded that a survey should be 
created and placed in the next TQ and posted on the 
Internet site to determine the pleasure of our membership.  
Rodney agreed to create such a survey. Passed 
unanimously. 
7. Rodney Thayer asked that the dates of the TQ be 

changed from the present dates of publication to the 
following: 

Winter – December 
 Spring – March 
 Summer – June 
 Fall – September 
    Rodney moved to make this change.  Judy seconded. 
Passed unanimously 
8. The date and places of future annual meetings was 

discussed 
    Should we move the meeting around? 
    Should the date be changed from Father’s Day 
Weekend? 
    Madora moved that wherever we meet that people in 
the area provide information regarding what is available 
in the area for genealogical interest and publish the same 
in the TQ prior to the meeting.  Seconded by Judy and 
passed unanimously. 
    Madora also moved that we meet in Braintree for 2002 
and determine the results of the survey as to moving to 
other places and make that decision for 2003 following 
those results. 
    Russ seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

9. President Curt brought up a question regarding 
honorary membership and the inability to vote 

    This pertained to a question from Raymond Thayer 
regarding his ability to take office or vote. It was stated 
that honorary membership is not a voting membership 
and is intended to honor the person receiving it. 
    It was moved by Clint that Raymond Thayer’s 
honorary membership be continued in recognition of his 
long and faithful service to TFA. 
    Seconded by Lee and passed with two abstentions. 
10. The question of spending funds to promote the 

TFA/BHS Publishing Funds was brought up by Al 
Morton. 

    Clint moved that TFA spend up to $500 to promote the 
TFA Fund. 
    Seconded by Al and passed with 7 yes and 1 no. 
    This promotion is to be done by Rodney and Russ 
through the TQ, the Website, and through BHS to 
encourage, challenge, and exhort people to reach our 
$10,000 goal by December 31. 
11. Rodney asked that a membership form (1/2 page) be 

placed in every TQ – permission granted. 
 
    A motion to adjourn the Executive Board meeting was 
made by Judith Young-Thayer. It was seconded and 
passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Charles Russell Thayer, 
Secretary 

 
 

Executive Board 2001 Executive Board 2001 –– 2002 2002  
 

    The following is a list of your executive board, all 
good people who serve these positions to benefit the 
membership. Names, addresses and email addresses are 
listed. This list is for your benefit. By all means, if you 
need to discuss a project, have questions about 
membership or the Association, don’t hesitate, contact 
the appropriate person listed here, and they will make 
sure the right people are contacted and you receive an 
answer.  
 
 
PRESIDENT: 
Curtis Ross Thayer 
2900 Thayer Road 
Freeland, MI  48623-9412 
E-mail: cdthayer@earthlink.net 
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VICE-PRESIDENT: 
Madora Thayer Boyd 
P.O. Box 745 
Rochester, WA  98579-0745 
E-mail: Matboyd@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY: 
C. Russell Thayer 
1024 Main Street 
Hanover, MA  02339-1440 
E-mail: crt42@earthlink.net 
 
TREASURER: 
R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. 
10 Quinley Way 
Waterford, CT  05385-4128 
Email: ClintThayer@aol.com 
 
DIRECTORS: 
Rodney Lee Thayer (2002) 
PSC 473 Box 1837 
FPO, AP  96349-5555 
Email: thayer@genealogist.net 
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer (2002) 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 
Hampton, VA 23669-1531 
Email: JLYThayer@aol.com 
 
Edwin R. Johnson (2003) 
8 Coach Road 
Walpole, MA  02081-2103 
Email: ejbj_02081@yahoo.com 
 
Albert Thayer Morton (2002) 
115 Willow Pond Way 
Penfield, NY  14526-2621 
Email: ThayerATM@aol.com 
 
James Loren Thayer (2003) 
1060 Smith Hil Road SE 
Corydon, IN  47112-5364 
Email: jthayer@ipapilot.org 
 
 

Attendees At TFA Annual Meeting, Attendees At TFA Annual Meeting, 
June 16, 2001June 16, 2001  

 
NAME    CITY, STATE 
1. Bob Atkinson  Petersburg, FL 
2. Betty Atkinson 
3. Jim Thayer   Corydon, IN  47112 
4. Michelle Thayer 

5. Richard Thayer  Glenmont, NY 
6. Jerry Thayer  Hampton, VA 
7. Judy Thayer 
8. Betty Johnson  Walpole MA 
9. Edwin Johnson 
10. Barbara Young  Exeter, NH 
11. Russell Knox  Portsmouth, NH 
12. Albert Thayer Morton,  Penfield, NY 
13. Carolyn Morton 
14. Clinton Thayer   Waterford, CT 
15. Connie Thayer 
16. Muriel Thayer Landry Hamilton, OH 
17. Barney Landry 
18. Russ Thayer  Hanover, MA 
19. Carol Thayer 
20. Rodney Lee Thayer  Yokosuka, JAPAN 
21. Richard Dean Thayer Manistique, MI 
22. Frederick A. Thayer  Cohasset, MA 
23. Richard L. Crommet Carrabassett Valley, ME 
24. William R. Thayer  Springfield, MA 
25. Carolyn Hale  Springfield, MA 
26. Jim Thayer, SR  Beaverton, OR 
27. Curtis Thayer  Freeland, MI 
28. Donna Thayer    
29. Dorothea Wendell  Menlo Park, CA 
30. Raymond Thayer  Quincy, MA 
31. Madora Boyd  Rochester, WA 
32. Jean M. Dow (guest) Norwood, MA 
33. Peter Sault   Quincy, MA 
34. Brian Kolner (guest) Braintree, MA 
35. Helen Thayer Chapell 

 
 

Caroline Matilda (Warren) ThayerCaroline Matilda (Warren) Thayer  
1785 1785 --18441844  

by Gilbert Tremain Smith 
 

aroline Matilda Thayer was one of the women who 
left her mark upon the United States as it was 
becoming a Christian nation during the first half of 

the 19th Century. She was born Caroline Matilda Warren, 
on 21 February 1785 at Watertown, Middlesex County, 
MA, the daughter of William and Ruby (Hathaway) 
Warren.1 Her family was prominent in the Massachusetts 
Colony, her great uncle, General Joseph Warren, having 
died in the Battle of Bunker Hill.2 
    Caroline apparently received a better than average 
schooling for the time, reportedly in Boston.3 She began 
writing both fiction and poetry in her teens. Her first 
published book was “The Gamesters; or Ruins of 
innocence. An original novel, founded in truth”, 
published at Boston in 18044. This book, like her other 
published works carries a moral message. 

C
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    On 10 April 1809, at Sutton, MA, Caroline married 
James Thayer, the son of George and Betta (Rice) 
Thayer.5 He was born on 21 June 1787 in Uxbridge, 
Worcester, MA.6 The number of children born of this 
union is unclear, but probably four. Poems included in 
her 1847 edition of “Religion Recommended to Youth in 
a series of Letters to a Young Lady”, begin with the 
following notice: 
 
“TO THE READER. 
    The three following little pieces were written at 
different periods, when the author was smarting under the 
bereavement of an only child.  
    The first, a lovely daughter; the second, a promising 
son; and the third, another daughter: deposited in three 
different burial grounds, with the consoling hope, that 
their spirits are one with the Redeemer in a world of 
bliss.” 
 
The poems are dated, November 15, 1809; September 10, 
1812; and September 30, 1814, apparently the dates her 
children died.7 A birth record has been found for only one 
of these children, that of her son George Erasmus Darwin 
Thayer, who was born in Rehoboth, Bristol County, MA 
on 14 February 1811.8 In addition to her dead children 
memorialized, a second male, George James Warren 
Thayer, born in late 1814.9 
    The vocation of James Thayer is not clear. It appears 
that he moved around the country and there is speculation 
he may have been an itinerant preacher. His name has not 
been found in the minutes of the Methodist Episcopal 
Conferences serving New England and New York at that 
time.10 Caroline was a Methodist and secured publication 
of her book “Religion Recommended for Youth” in 1817 
by J. Soule and T. Mason for the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States.11 Her talents were apparently 
noticed by Church leadership. 
    Caroline is next found in Canandaigua, Ontario 
County, NY in the summer of 1818.12 Here, she 
composed the “Ode” sung at the close of the dedication 
ceremony for the Methodist Episcopal Chapel, held on 
July 26, 1818 in Canandaigua.3 A letter, dated August 23, 
1818, from Caroline to her former pastor in Canandaigua, 
Benjamin G. Paddock, makes reference to the work they 
had accomplished and describes her summer spent 
teaching just outside the village of Canandaigua.13 Her 
efforts included not only Common school but also 
Sabbath school. Each met with success, due in part to the 
children's catechism she and Rev. Paddock had 
composed. Her letter closes with, “I think it probable I 
shall continue here next winter, and pray God I may be 
useful.”14 
    In 1819, Caroline was retained by the Board of 
Trustees of Wesleyan Seminary, in New York City, as 

superintendent of the female division of that institution, 
teaching Grammar, Geography, Arithmetic and History.15 
After two years in this capacity, she was dismissed by 
Rev. Bangs, acting for the Trustees.3 She was told that the 
Trustees were not dissatisfied with her as a teacher, but 
on the contrary, “the Trustees will bear unequivocal 
testimony to your zeal, diligence, and ability.”16 She then 
wrote a “Letter to the Members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the City of New York, stating the 
Reasons of the Writer for Withdrawing from that 
Church”. She explained that it was her association with 
The New Jerusalem Church and her embracing 
Swedenborg's view of the Trinity that were the reasons 
for her shoddy treatment by the Trustees of the 
Seminary.17 She felt she could not continue with a 
Church whose leaders acted in such an unfair manner.18 
    Mrs. Thayer, in the above cited letter, states that she 
“was dependent, under God, on my own exertions for my 
support in life, and had chosen the profession of teacher, -
--.”3 There is no hint of what has happened to her 
husband. The “Longworth's New-York Directory” for 
1822-23 cites a James Thayer, vocation, “mariner”.19 In 
the following year, it cites, “Thayer, widow C. M. 
teacher, 146 Pump”.20 
    Upon leaving the Wesleyan Seminary, Mrs. Thayer 
found employment as superintendent to the Female 
Department of Joseph Hoxie's Academy in New York 
City.21 While so employed, she wrote “First Lessons in 
the History of the United States; compiled for the use of 
Junior Classes in Joseph Hoxie's Academy”.3 When the 
book was first published, she was identified as, late 
Superintendent of the Female Department.22 The 
copyright was filed “--- on the third day of June in the 
47th year of the Independence of the United States of 
America, ---”23 The book was well received, and the 
fourth printing, in 1830, contains five pages of 
recommendations for it from educators in New York 
City.24 Mrs. C. M. Thayer is not cited in the New York 
City Directory following the 1824-25 edition.25 
    After leaving New York City, Mrs. Thayer reportedly 
taught school in the Green River District of Kentucky in 
company with a Rev. Valentine Cook.26 Cook may have 
been the one-time itinerant Methodist preacher in the 
Philadelphia Conference, who located in 1800.27 By 
1825, Mrs. Thayer had become “Governess” of the 
Elizabeth Female Academy at Washington, in Adams 
County, Mississippi.28 The Academy was not a school for 
religious training although the Mississippi Conference of 
the Methodist Church filled many of the seats on the 
governing board. She served several years as 
Superintendent of its female Department with great credit 
to herself and the institution.29 She was described as a 
remarkably accomplished woman and a genius at 
administration.30 The 1830 U.S. Census enumerated C. 
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M. Thayer as residing in Adams County, Mississippi, as 
head of a household with two young males, presumably 
including her son, and 48 young ladies, no doubt her 
students.31 
    In 1831, Mrs. Thayer moved again and placed the 
following advertisement in the “Port Gibson 
Correspondent”: 
 
“Mrs. C. M. Thayer respectfully informs her friends and 
the public that she has relinquished the superintendence 
of the Elizabeth Academy at Washington and proposes to 
fix her permanent residence in Port Gibson, where she 
will prepare to receive pupils on the 17th of October. --”32 
    How long she operated the school in Port Gibson is 
unclear. By 1835, Mrs. Thayer is reported as principal of 
the female department of Mississippi College at Clinton, 
Mississippi.33 She remained at Clinton until the autumn 
of 1836.3 
    Mrs. Thayer's son, George J. W. Thayer, attended 
nearby Jefferson College, and with other Mississippi 
men, concerned over the invasion of Texas by Mexico, 
took up arms for the Republic of Texas.34 He joined 
Captain Chenoweth's Company in February, 1836, 
securing the rank of 2nd Sergeant, probably due to his 
schooling.35 Soon thereafter, some of Chenoweth's men 
were detached to the Alamo and the remainder of the 
Company proceeded to Goliad.36 When both of those 
strongholds fell, Mrs. Thayer was torn by the lack of 
information as to whether her son was dead or alive.37 
    By April, 1836, in apparent desperation, Mrs. Thayer 
wrote an acquaintance who was involved in the struggle, 
General J. A. Quitman, seeking word as to the fate of her 
son.38 The letter survives but not a response. However, in 
November 1836, the Western Christian Advocate 
contains an obituary for George James Warren Thayer 
who died possibly in Texas.38 His parent is cited as Mrs. 
C. M. Thayer, who is principal of the female Department 
of Mississippi College.3 It seems likely that his mother 
placed the obituary. Later, George's death at Goliad was 
confirmed.40 
    Following the death of her son and her departure from 
Mississippi College, Mrs. Thayer relocated some 150 
miles south. She was in Donaldsonville, Ascension 
Parish, Louisiana, along the Mississippi River, in May 
1839, when she appointed an attorney to obtain land to 
which her son was entitled.41 C. M. Thayer was 
enumerated by the U. S. Census of 1840 in the Town of 
Donaldsonville, Ascension Parish, LA.42 Although she 
probably continued teaching, no record of her activities in 
Donaldsonville has been found.  She reportedly died 
there in 1844.43 
    The record left by Caroline Matilda (Warren) Thayer 
portrays a talented and pious woman who early suffered 
the loss of her husband and three children. Yet she 

brought Christian education to perhaps thousands of 
young people over almost 20 years. The 1836 death of 
her remaining son was a tragedy which seems to have 
dampened her ability to contribute further. The 
bittersweet end of her story is that, over twenty years 
after her son's death, on 19 December 1857, the heirs of 
George J. W. Thayer were granted 640 acres of land in 
Haskell County Texas in recognition of George's service 
to the Republic of Texas.44 
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1631 – 1819. 
2 Galloway, Bishop Charles B., “Elizabeth Female 
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Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society, V. 2, 
pp. 174, 175.  
3 Ibid. 
4 Warren, Caroline Matilda, The gamsters, or, Ruins of 
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5 Vital Records of Sutton, MA, also, Thayer, Bezaleel, 
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that Church, and the circumstances of her subsequent 
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Leistner, Abstracts of obituaries in the Western Christian 
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History Section, Indianapolis, 1988. 
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Huntsville, AL, 6 April 1892. 
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The Ancestry of The Ancestry of   
Mercy Rockwood ThayerMercy Rockwood Thayer  

By Jerry Thayer 
 

    Mercy Rockwood was the first wife of Isaac Thayer of 
Mendon, son of Ferdinando Thayer and grandson of 
Thomas Thayer who came to Massachusetts in 1637. 
This article provides an outline of her ancestry as I know 
it now and a bit about her siblings. Two abbreviations are 
used: (VR) means the date and place came from 
published vital records; NEH&GR is the New England 
Historical & Genealogical Register. 
    The first identified in this line is Richard Rockett, later 
know as Rockwood, born about 1608 in County 
Somerset, England. We are not sure of the exact location. 
He immigrated to the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
sometime before 1633 when a Dorchester land record of 
3 Dec 1633 that “Rich: Rocket is to have an acre 
additional to his home lott in consideration of removing 
his pale (fence) in regard a publicke way is to be through 
his lott.” He arrived from England with at least two 
children, Nicholas born about 1628 and Lydia born about 
1630, and possibly a wife that is yet unknown. On 10 Feb 
1634/5 Richard Rocket was granted 8 more acres and in 
Feb 1635/6, 6 more in Dorchester. Sometime in this 
period if a wife accompanied him, she must have died 
because he remarried before March of 1637 to Agnes 
Lovell, the widow of Zachery Bicknell of Weymouth. 
    Passengers to America by Tepper is a listing of ships 
passenger lists. A list of the “Mary & John”, sailing from 
Weymouth England on 20 Mar 1635 shows Zachary 
Bickewell at 45, his wife Agnes at 27, and their son John 
at 11. On the same ship was her brother Robert Lovell. 
Volume 45 of the NEH&GR says that Richard Rockwood 
married as his second wife Agnes the widow of Zechary 
Bicknell and that she died 9 Jul 1643. Volume 46 (ibid) 
of the same says that their son John was born 1 Dec 1641. 
Volumes 87 & 91 (ibid) also provide some dates for this 
family as does Volume VI of American Ancestry by Joel 
Munsell's Sons (1891). An order of the General Court of 
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9 Mar 1636/7: “William Reade haveing bought the house 
and 20 acres of land at Weymouth, unfenced for 7£ 13s 
4d, wch was Zacharys Bicknels, (after Bicknells death) of 
Richrd Rocket & his wife, is to have the sale confirmed 
by the child (John Bicknell) when hee cometh to age, or 
else the child to alow all such costs as the Court shall 
thinke meet.” This rather proves that the widow Agnes 
Bicknell married Richard Rockwood prior to Mar of 
1636/7. 
    We know that the family lived in the north part of 
Braintree because on 24 Feb 1639/0 the Boston 
committee granted: “to Richard Rockett, of Monoticott, 
at Mount Woolystone, a great lot there for 5 heads 20 
acres and 20 acres more at his request. Upon the covenant 
of 3s. per acre.” This part of Braintree is now in the Town 
of Quincy. The five heads were Richard, Agnes and 
children Nicholas, Lydia & John.  Traditional 
genealogies have placed the birth of John Rockwood at 1 
Dec 1641 and the death of Agnes Lovell Bicknell 
Rockwood as 9 Jul 1643 in Braintree, neither is recorded 
in the Town records. Richard Rockwood did however 
remarry again before his death to a woman named Ann 
who survived him. 
    We do not have a death date for Richard Rockwood 
from the Town records but he died 6 Sep 1660. Volume 
10 of the NEH&GR abstracts of estates from the early 
Suffolk County Court records shows: “Inventory of the 
estate of Richard Rockwood late of Braintry, deceased, 
the 7:6:60 [1660]. Amt. £38.03.04. Payd oute of this 
estate to his Dafter, in yarne, pt of a Cowe, etc. £3.8s.; to 
Goodman Belcher, for rent of land £1.6.8.; to Dormon 
Dorneing, for bords, £1.5s.; to Francis Gold, 15s; to 
Richard Thayer, to satisfie for a cow that was killed, pr 
Jo: Rockwood, £4.13s. etc. Elder Stephen Kingsly and 
Ann Rockett deposed, 15 Nov. 1660.” The death of Ann, 
widow of Richard Rockwood is noted in a probate record 
of 20 Apr 1664 in the Suffolk Co. court. Her son-in-law, 
John Taylor (wife Phebe) was granted administration and 
presented an inventory of the estate valued at £21.12.6. 
She was called “ye Widow Rockwood Late of Braintree 
at her Decease Mar 1 1664.” 
    According to Ancestors of American Presidents, by 
Gary Boyd Roberts (1989), Richard Rockwood is a direct 
ancestor of the 20th President of the US, James Abram 
Garfield. The ancestry is Richard Rockwood->John 
Rockwood->Joanna Rockwood md Nicholas Cook-
>Daniel Cook->Tamasin Cook md James Ballou III-
>James Ballou IV-> Eliza Ballou md Abram Garfield-
>JAMES ABRAM GARFIELD. 
 
Of the three known children of Richard Rockwood: 
1. Nicholas ROCKWOOD born about 1628 
Somersetshire England; died d. 26 Jan 1681 Medfield 
MA (VR); married about 1648 Jane ADAMS who died 

15 Dec 1654 Medfield MA (VR); married second 16 Jul 
1656 Medfield Margaret HOLBROOK (VR) [1630-23 
Apr 1670, daughter of John HOLBROOK & Sarah 
FRENCH]; married third 25 May 1675 Medfield MA, 
Silence Duntling (VR) who died 9 Nov 1677 Medfield 
MA (VR). 
 
2. Lydia ROCKWOOD born about 1630 Somersetshire 
England; died  3 Mar 1675/6 Medfield MA (VR); 
married about 1652 Edward ADAMS born 19 Apr 1629 
England; d. 12 Nov 1716 Medfield MA (VR), son of 
Henry ADAMS & Edith  SQUIRE. 
3. The third child of Richard Rockwood came from his 
marriage to Agnes Lovell. John Rockwood was born in 
Braintree 1 Dec 1641. He married 15 Jul 1662 in 
Braintree to Joanna FORD. From the records of the Town 
of Braintree Massachusetts: “John Rockwood & Joane 
Ffoard were maried the 7 mo 15, 1662 by Peter 
Brackett.” John Rockwood died after June 1724. Joanna 
Ford is a mystery to me. I have seen several sources with 
different parents and have seen no confirming evidence 
or record. Her father has been named as John, William 
and Thomas variously. She died sometime before 1708 
and John married secondly Rebecca, surname unknown. 
    In Volume 1 of History of Worcester County 
Massachusetts by Ellery Bicknell Crane (1924) there is a 
section on the Town of Mendon. It was settled by 
families from Weymouth and Braintree MA. On page 27 
it says, “Before July 7, 1663, John Moore, George 
Aldrich, Matthias Puffer, John Woodland, Ferdinando 
Thayer, Daniel Lovett, and John Harber, had settled at 
Netmocke (or Nipmugg or Squinshepauge, by which 
names the same settlement comes into the records). 
Before March 24, 1664, John Gurney, Walter Cook, 
Joseph White, John Thompson, Abraham Staples, Joseph 
Aldrich (Aldridge), John Jepson, and John Rockett, had 
also arrived, making fifteen families in all.” Crane goes 
on to say, “Mendon was destined to suffer the first blow 
struck in Massachusetts in King Phillip's War. The 
settlement had grown from fifteen families in 1667 to 
thirty-four families in 1672 ... 1675, when the Indian 
attack developed. Headed by Matoonas, the half-
Christianized Indians raided the settlement on July 14, 
1675. Four or five settlers were slain, ... it is believed that 
the town was completely abandoned before Christmas of 
that year, 1675. During the winter the Indians burned all 
of the buildings.” 
    The Genealogical Register & History of the towns of 
Sherborn & Holliston by Rev. Abner Morse says that 
John and his family were burned out and fled for their 
lives twice in King Phillip's War. It quotes a petition 
signed at Milton MA in 1678 and filed in the Suffolk Co 
records at Boston where John Rockwood, “praying the 
General Court to abate a tax of 19s, on the ground that 
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the Indians had burnt his house, barn, corn, and bedding, 
at Mendon, and all that he had saved afterwards at 
Medfield, so that he had been forced to Milton to work to 
support his wife and 6 children.” It also quotes a purchase 
in 1678/9 by John Rockwood of James Albee, at 
Mendon, of a dwelling lot of 4 acres and 20 acres 
adjacent to it on Muddy Brook. This was a short distance 
from the center of the current village of Mendon. The 
family was back in Mendon by 1684 when Johannah's 
marriage to Nicholas Cook was recorded. 
    John Rockwood probably died in the summer of 1724. 
The abstract of the will of John Rockwood (Suffolk Co. 
Probate Records): 
    “Will dated 8 Jun 1724.  To wife Rebekah 1/3. Balance 
to Grandchildren, viz: to children of son Joseph deceased, 
and Priscilla, daughter of John Corbit, and Hannah 
Brown daughter of John Darling and Mercy Thompson 
wife of David together with Mary Holbrook wife of 
Joseph and her sister Ann Cook my granddaughters. Son 
in law John Darling 1 shilling and no more because of 
legacy I gave to his daughter Hannah Brown. Son in law 
Nicholas Cook 1 shilling. Son in law Isaac Thayer one 
shilling because of legacy I gave to his children. Son in 
law Jonathan Heyward 1 shilling because I gave £10 to 
his children he had by his first wife. Grandson John 
Corbit sole executor.” 
    According to Ancestors of American Presidents, by 
Gary Boyd Roberts (1989), John Rockwood is a direct 
ancestor of the 27th President of the US, William Howard 
Taft. The ancestry is John Rockwood->Joseph 
Rockwood->Mary Rockwood md Samuel Wheaton-
>Mary Wheaton md Benjamin Hayward Jr.->Levi 
Howard (Hayward)->Sylvia Howard md Peter Rawson 
Taft->Alphonso Taft->WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT. 
 
Richard Rockwood and Joanna Ford had nine identified 
children: 
1. John ROCKWOOD born 18 Jun 1663 Braintree MA 
(VR); died 14 Jul 1675 Mendon MA (killed by indians) 
2. Priscilla ROCKWOOD born 10 Apr 1664 Mendon 
MA (VR); died about 1691 Woodstock, Windham Co. 
CT; married 28 Feb 1682/3 Medfield MA Robert 
CORBITT (VR) [1640-1695, son of Sir John CORBITT 
& Anne MAINWARING ??] 
3. Joannah ROCKWOOD born 14 Aug 1667 Mendon, 
Worcester Co. MA (VR); died about 1710; married 4 
Nov 1684 Mendon MA, Nicholas COOK (VR) [1660-
1730, son of Walter COOK  & Experience ____] 
4. Joane (Ann) ROCKWOOD born 25 Aug 1669 Mendon 
MA (VR); married 2 Jan 1687/8 Boston MA, John 
DARLING (VR) 
5. Joseph ROCKWOOD born 27 May 1671 Mendon MA 
(VR); d. ca 1718; married before 1690, Mary 

HAYWARD  [daughter ofSamuel HAYWARD & 
Mehitabel THOMPSON] 
6. Mercy ROCKWOOD  (of whom later) 
7. Deliverance ROCKWOOD died 31 Oct 1678 Medfield 
MA (VR) 
8. Tryall ROCKWOOD born 4 Jan 1676/7 Braintree MA 
9. Triall ROCKWOOD born 28 Feb 1678 Medfield MA 
(VR); died about 1703 Mendon MA; married about 1696 
Jonathan HAYWARD  [1672- , son of William 
HAYWARD & Sarah BUTTERWORTH] 
    The sixth child, Mercy Rockwood’s, birth is not 
recorded but she was born in those turbulent times shortly 
before King Philip’s Indian War of 1675/6. I feel that it 
was about 1673 since her first child was born on 2 Nov 
1693. She died 18 Dec 1700 in Mendon MA (VR). She 
married Isaac THAYER born about 1672, died about Dec 
1754 in Mendon MA. In the Thayer Genealogy she is 
called Mercy WARD and a date of marriage of 1 Apr 
1691/2 is given. The proof that she is, in fact, Mercy 
ROCKWOOD is the will of her father, John Rockwood, 
dated 8 June 1724 (see above), when he calls Isaac 
Thayer his son in law and names as a grandchild Mercy 
Thompson, wife of David, a known child of Isaac & 
Mercy Thayer. The marriage date may be correct but I 
have not seen a record to verify it. Isaac Thayer and 
Mercy Rockwood had four children recorded in the 
Mendon Town records: 
1. Mercy THAYER born 2 Nov 1693 Mendon MA (VR);  
d. before 1754; married 17 Jan 1710/1 Mendon MA, 
David  THOMPSON (VR) [1687- , son ofJohn & 
Thankful THOMPSON] 
2. Isaac THAYER born 24 Sep 1695 Mendon MA (VR);  
d.  ca 1763 Bellingham, Norfolk Co. MA; married 18 
Mar 1716 Mendon MA, Miriam THAYER (VR) [1699- , 
daughter of Josiah THAYER & Sarah BASS]; 2nd 
married 8 Mar 1750 Bellingham MA, Mary (?) 
METCALF (VR)  [widow of John Metcalf]; 3rd married 
23 Oct 1760 Mendon MA, Margaret (SNOW) ATWOOD 
(VR) 
3. Ebenezer THAYER born 6 Sep 1696/7 Mendon MA 
(VR); d. after Dec 1772; married Sarah _____. 
4. Comfort THAYER born 19 Feb 1699/0 Mendon MA 
(VR); d. 22 Aug 1775 Uxbridge, Worcester Co. MA 
(VR); married 17 May 1722 Uxbridge MA, James 
KEATH (VR) [1696-1770, son of James KEATH & 
Mary HODGES] 
 

Thayer Is Back FlyingThayer Is Back Flying  
The Friendly SkiesThe Friendly Skies  

By Jean Ruzicka 
Park Rapids Enterprise, Park Rapids, MN 

Wednesday, April 25, 2001, Vol. 119, No. 33 
Sent in by Jan Lokensgard 
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7-year old believed his days as a pilot were over, 
but his son helps him return to his lifelong passion. 
    High over the skies of Park Rapids this winter, 

77-year old pilot David Thayer threw his hands in the air 
and shouted a jubilant “yahoo!” 
    It was the first time behind the controls since 1984. His 

16-year cancer-
induced hiatus was 
over. 
    Up until last 
December, Thayer 
believed he’d never fly 
again. The man who’d 
taken to the air at age 
16, who flew as 
captain of a B-17 
during World War II 
and piloted Delta 
aircraft for 35 years 
thought he’d never 
feel the joy of a 
landing or take-off 
again. 
David Thayer was 

nicknamed the “The Kid” during his years as captain 
of the B-17. 
 
    Then son 
Rick, a US Air 
pilot, referred 
Thayer to an 
FAA medical 
examiner. The 
doctor, also a 
commercial 
pilot with US 
Air, told Thayer 
he saw no 
reason he 
couldn’t fly 
privately. 
    “I’d given 
up; figured it 
was a lost 
cause,” said the 
Middle 
Crooked Lake 
seasonal 
resident of 72 
years. 
    “Now I can go up and bore holes in the sky.” 
    A paper route at 16 in his hometown of Cedar Rapids, 
IA funded his flight training. After 13 hours, he soloed. “I 

bought my first 10 hours of flying time and instruction 
for $55,” he recalled. “Now it’s $65 an hour.” 
    When the war broke out in December 1941, he was a 
senior in high school. That spring he volunteered for the 
US Army Air Corps, graduated from cadet as a second 
lieutenant in August 1943. He was named pilot (captain) 
of a B-17 and assigned a crew. 
    “We picked up the new B-17 in Kearney, NE and flew 
it to Prestwick, Scotland,” he recalled. 
    “I was 19.” 
    April 18, 1944 he flew the first of 28 bombing raids 
over Germany and occupied Europe. The experience was 
harrowing. “We were attacked many times. There was 
only half a dozen missions where we returned without 
battle damage.” 
    Yet it never swayed his love of piloting. “Never.” 
    “We had a ring-side seat to the Normandy invasion,” 
he recalled. He and his crew dropped bombs on the 
German shore installations as the US troops sat 600 yards 
off shore. 
    A metal-covered, pocket-sized Bible is notched on the 
edge to represent each of the missions. 
    “Our war was impersonal, almost a gentle-man’s war,” 
he said. “Those fighting the ground war saw far more 
horror. 
    “I can remember seeing planes shot and the Germans, 

Thayer, front left, graduated from pilot school at 19 
as a first pilot. He and his crew picked up the new B-
17 in Nebraska and headed to Scotland. April 18, 1944 
he flew the first of 28 bombing raids. 

7



13 

rather than shooting in the air, circled and captured when 
the plane hit the ground. We always said, ‘the best thing 
was to be captured by the military.’” The civilians, he 
said, were a different matter. 
    Discharged in 1946, Thayer was a flight instructor for 
three years before being hired by Delta in 1949. 
    “I tell people I have not been gainfully employed in 17 
years – and before that I never worked a day in my life,” 
Thayer said. “I didn’t consider it work. It was fun.” 
    Airline flying is said to be hours and hours of sheer 
boredom punctuated by stark terror. But Thayer doesn’t 
accede to the maxim. “I never had a scary moment, 
anxious, yes” – turbulence and thunderstorms stirred the 
adrenaline on a few occasions. 
    Then, in December 1983 he became ill. A malignant 
tumor was found in his kidney with the cancer spreading 
to his hip and lung. 
    In the spring of 1984 he was given six months to live. 
“I was a sick puppy.” 
    The kidney was removed and radiation proved 
successful on the hip cancer. The cancer in his lung 
disappeared. But medications and asthma appeared to 
ground his chances to fly again. 
    Then last December – 16 years after his last flight – 
Thayer found a doctor who specialized in unusual cases 
like his.  
    “I was dying to fly,” he said of the decision to make 
the appointment. 
    The doctor gave him wings. 
    “I was the happiest guy you ever saw,” he said. Thayer 
headed to the Park Rapids airport and rented a plane, 
Larry Hetrick checking out his flying ability, standard 
procedure.  
    He soloed Feb. 17. 
    Thayer flies about once a week now, his time in the air 
abridged when his wife of 52 years fell recently, breaking 
her hip. 
    While at home, the member of the Headwaters Radio 
Control Flying Club spends his hours at the workbench, 
replicating a plane similar to the one he flew on his first 
solo flight. 
    “This has been my life forever,” he said. “And it’s 
never gotten dull.”  t 
 
 

ReunionsReunions  
 
    The 104th Reunion of the Thayer Family Association 
of Lower Canada-East & Vermont will be held on August 
5th. 2001 at Prouty Park Beach in Newport, Vermont. If 
anyone needs directions, please get in touch with one of 
the following: 
Dave Thayer: thayersds@cs.com 

Aldis Thayer: aldy@vermontel.net 
Lynn Thayer: U.S. President - 2121 Brockway Mills Rd. 
Chester, VT 05143 
Ernest Thayer: Canadian President - 17 6th. Avenue, 
Ville St. Pierre, Quebec HBR 1P5, CANADA 
 

 
 
    The fourth annual reunion of the descendants of 
Thompson Thayer (1790-1859) and Patsey Martha 
Collins will be held on SATURDAY and SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 11-12, 2001, at Mt. View United Methodist 
Church, five miles south of Abingdon, Virginia on State 
Route 75.  
    Registration will begin at 2 p.m. on Saturday and will 
be followed by visitation and afternoon events 
concluding with a potluck supper at 5:00 followed by a 
silent auction of “Thayer Things”. Proceeds from the 
auction will be used to cover reunion costs. 
    For those who can stay over Saturday night there will 
be a Sunday Morning worship service at Mt. View where 
Donald Thayer is Pastor. Mt. View U.M. Church was 
built   from lumber donated by Donald and 
Garland's grandfather, Jamerson, in the late 1880's. 
    Thompson's ancestors in order were Baruch6, 
Ebenezer5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, and Thomas1. 
All relatives are invited to the reunion, the only request 
being that you bring some food item for the table and 
plan to have a great time. 
    Anyone needing help in arranging lodging feel free to 
get in touch with Garland at (423) 257-3627 or e-mail: 
jthayer@USIT.net.  t 

  
  

Genealogical Insurance Genealogical Insurance -- Are you  Are you 
ready for disaster?ready for disaster?  

by Betty Jo Stockton 
 

lorida has recently had hurricanes, tornadoes & 
wildfires; the Midwest had floods; the West Coast 
is always expecting earthquakes - the potential for 

disaster is there no matter where you live. Think - just 
how safe are your genealogical and family records? 
Listening to the news reports of evacuation with little 
notice made me think “what would I take?” if I had to 
leave with only what I would fit in the car and with little 
advance notice. After grabbing the insurance and other 
important papers, the laptop computer with my genealogy 
files, financial records and home inventory - what else 
would I take? And before anything does happen - what 
can I do to safeguard my genealogical records? 
 

F
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Make backups and store them safely 
    Photocopy, scan or photograph all your “one of a kind” 
records and store the copies in your safety deposit box, a 
relative's home, with a genealogical friend, or in a 
water/fireproof box on a high shelf in your home. These 
include family Bibles, priceless photographs, birth, death 
and marriage certificates, family letters, diaries and 
scrapbooks. A copy is never as good as the original but it 
certainly beats nothing. A color photocopy of old 
photographs turns out well; the Kodak© PictureMaker 
found in many discount, drug and office supply stores 
gives a near-perfect copy (but both may shorten the life 
of your original.) A digital camera will make a good copy 
too. Save the digital files to a floppy or Zip disk or 
recordable CD and store it away from your computer. 
Make extras of the paper copies to share. Consider 
submitting your Bible records, diaries and scrapbooks to 
the DAR for their collection.  
    Photocopy, scan or photograph all your “one of a kind” 
records and store the copies in your safety deposit box, a 
relative's home, with a genealogical friend, or in a 
water/fireproof box on a high shelf in your home. These 
include family Bibles, priceless photographs, birth, death 
and marriage certificates, family letters, diaries and 
scrapbooks. A copy is never as good as the original but it 
certainly beats nothing. A color photocopy of old 
photographs turns out well; the Kodak© PictureMaker at 
Kmart, etc. gives a near-perfect copy (but both may 
shorten the life of your original.) Save the scanned files 
to a floppy or Zip disk and store it away from your 
computer. Make extras of the paper copies to share. 
Consider submitting your Bible records, diaries and 
scrapbooks to the DAR for their collection.  
    Make more than one backup copy of your genealogical 
computer files - and store at least one far from your 
computer.  
    Be sure that someone else (preferably in a different 
location) has copies of your Family Group Sheets and 
supporting documentation.  
 

Share your research 
Write letters to friends and relatives about what you've 
found, send copies of your research to interested family 
and researchers, submit your data to the Ancestral File, 
World Family Tree, Ancestry's World Tree, RootsWeb 
World Connect project, FamilySearch or other databases.  

 
Publish your research 

    If you're ready (or even close), write that book on your 
family and get it published. Several of our members have 
done this with beautiful results. Send a copy to the 
Family History Library, our library and the local library 
where your ancestors lived.  

    Compile your information and publish it yourself. 
Many of the genealogy programs will produce a “book” 
from your data. Make a few copies of this to have printed 
and bound to give to interested folks and the local library. 
Local print shops will print it fairly cheaply; Kinkos can 
add a Velobinding for $2.95, which gives a nice finish. 
My latest project (since I still have large “holes” in each 
of my family lines) is self-publishing a 12-30 page 
booklet on each of my family lines. These contain the 
family history and genealogy, sources and scanned 
photos; they are distributed throughout the family. While 
far from professional, they insure that the information 
won't be lost.  
    Organize your Family Group Sheets and supporting 
documentation and bind them in a folder or looseleaf 
notebook. Give a copy to the Family History Library and 
to the local library.  
 

Plan ahead 
    Decide early as to what you would protect first in your 
home or take if evacuated. If you've planned, you'll know 
which notebooks, files, etc. to grab. 
    Decide what will happen to your materials when you 
no longer need them - too many records are lost when 
family members do not know what to do with papers after 
a death and simply throw them out. Arrange with a 
genealogical friend or instruct your family as to who is to 
get your work. If you do not have a specific person in 
mind, check with the local library, the Family History 
Library or local history/genealogy society as to what they 
would like - and in what form.  
    Whatever you do - insure that your family records 
and hard work are not lost forever when disaster strikes.  
[Written by Betty Jo Stockton for Treasure Chest News, 
the newsletter of the Central Florida Genealogical 
Society, August, 1998. Permission is granted for use in 
any genealogical newsletter]  t 
 
 

Civil War Veterans Civil War Veterans -- Part III Part III  
by Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
    This is the last part in my series on Thayers who have 
served in the Civil War. 
    This list of known Thayers (J-Z) has appeared in 
earlier issues, but in light of updated information, it has 
been decided to run this again in two parts, half in this 
issue and half in the next issue. 
    The UPDATED information is listed in bold 
underline, and can be an entire line of data, a surname, 
or a date. If you have any questions concerning these 
individuals, or would like to add names to the list, please 
contact me at TriciaMuno@aol.com  
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Thayer  Born/Died   Wife/*Father 
Jacob  1829/----      Julia F. WIMPLE 
James  1836/1866   *Caleb THAYER 
James Auson 1844/1935   Jennie DRISKILL 
James Edward 1826/1862   Lemira H. SANDERS 
James Francis 1821/1864   Lydia A. THAYER 
James H. 1843/1864   *George Washington THAYER 
James Harvey 1833/1864   *Ezra THAYER 
James Luther 1836/1925   Ruth ONLEY 
James M. 1843/----      Josephine D. BELCHER 
James M. 1840/1865   *Pliny THAYER 
James R. 1846/----      Alice (_____) 
James S.  1830/----      Melvina STOREY 
James W. 1838/1887   *Smith THAYER 
James Wales 1840/1896   Josephine PARKER 
Jerome Bonaparte1827/----     Mary DEXTER 
Jesse  1836/1898   Ellen Marie WHEELER 
Joel Gilbert 1843/1926   Margaret Elvira MATHEWS 
John  1846/1863   * John THAYER 
John  1843/----      *David Payside THAYER 
John A.  1847/----      *Barnabas Blanchard THAYER 
John Bridges 1838/----      *John Holbrook THAYER 
John D.  1846/1865   *Stephen V. THAYER 
John David 1837/----      Sarah STOUGHTON 
John Edwin 1839/1863   *Samuel THAYER 
John Francis 1833/1893   Martha S. CHAMBERLAIN 
John Greenleaf 1814/----      Mary Houston BEARCE 
John Milton 1820/1906   Mary Torrey ALLEN 
John Quincy 1843/1915   Angekine S. DEVERAUX 
Jonas H.  1822/1863   Alice M. BARTLETT 
Jonathan W. 1844/1913   Eliza Jane TRACEY 
Joseph A. 1837/----      Margaret STOOPS 
Joseph Adelbert 1841/1921   Ann Emma HALL 
Joseph Ephraim 1840/1924   Catherine Elizabeth MULLEN 
Joseph Henry Jackson  1844/1894  Mary Ann HOUGHTON 
Joseph Parker 1829/1890   Martha Maria HOLLIS 
Joseph Thaxter 1838/1904   Sara B. BATES 
Joseph W. 1839/1925   Elizabeth BOYD 
Joseph W. 1844/1905   *Warren THAYER 
Joseph Wales 1834/1897   Almira HOLMES 
Joshua S. 1824/1878   Adelia M. BARKER 
Josiah  1841/1863   *Samuel THAYER 
Josiah C. 1833/1867   Sarah J. HOMER 
Josiah Quincy 1841/1920   *Josiah Warren THAYER 
Julius  1836/1898   *Amasa THAYER 
Leo  1844/----      Cora Ann RICKERT 
Leonard  1819/1895   Norah JONES 
Leonard Alden 1834/----      Mary Ellen FOSTER 
Leonard Everett 1843/1933   Susan E. MOFFIT 
Leonides B. 1842/1862   *Ira Nelson THAYER 
Levi Frank 1829/1884   Abigail T. BURBANK 
Lewis Beals 1819/1889   Eleanor LUDDE 
Lewis Francis 1944/1920   *Isaac THAYER 
Lewis P.  1843/----      Emily (_____) 
Linus Smith 1832/1901   Charlotte J. PERKINS 
Lorenzo Johnson 1829/1863   Mary P. CLARK 
Loring Winthrop 1839/1864   *Ansel THAYER 
Lucian Manlius 1843/1870   Lydia Ann SIMONDS 
Lucian Robert 1845/----      Arminda Minnie WINSLOW 

Lucius  1831/1890   Mary Ann CHADWICK 
Lucius Fowler 1834/1919   Martha Ann HARRISON 
Lucius M. 1841/1918   Antionette Eliza HUNT 
Lyman Curtis 1821/1865   Eliza W. ROBINSON 
Merrick Wilder 1832/1862   *Asahel THAYER 
Merwin   1844/----      Ada Ann C. RICH 
Milo  1843/----      *Daniels THAYER 
Minot  1833/1896   Addie N. SHEDD 
Minot Boyden 1839/1917   Ella Valentine WALES 
Morgan J. ( or I.) 1843/----      Erminia MOORE 
Mortimer 1838/----      *John Fletcher THAYER 
Morton  1838/----      *John Fletcher THAYER 
Moses  1832/1900   Abbie W. DOUGLAS 
Moses Allen 1840/1875   Laura Eliza BARNHART 
Napolean B.  1838/1864   *Ira Nelson THAYER 
Nathan  1839/----      Susan Marie PIERCE 
Nathaniel Atkins 1827/1882   Mary Ann WHITE 
Nelson A. 1839/1908   Sarah Jane AMES 
Nelson G. 1844/----      Eliza A. MURTAGH 
Nelson L. 1842/----      Fannie R. FOGG 
Noah Webster 1833/1864   *Barnabas THAYER 
Orrin  1836/1902   Susan HARRINGTON 
Orrin G.  1838/----      Elizabeth N. SPRING 
Oscar Seaver 1843/----      Harriet Braman FRENCH 
Otis Elwood 1828/----      Abby Elizabeth REMICK 
Otis James 1840/----      Margaret (_____) 
Philander Webster  1835/1902  Sarah E. HINKLEY 
Philo  1844/----      Ella (_____) 
Philo Elisha 1847/1908   Georgianna F. ARNOLD 
Pliny M.  1843/1914   Cassandra R. COLBY 
Porter Brown 1830/1886   Sarah Abigail RANDALL 
Ransom O. 1839/1915   Ellen M. FULLER 
Richard R. 1842/1915   *Stephen Butler THAYER 
Riley  1836/1920   Nancy MOORE 
Robert Benjamin 1829/1894   Sarah Catherine GARRISON 
Robert Brodie 1823/1864   Elizabeth Mary STEVENS 
Robert Cushing 1833/1920   Deborah L. WHITMAN 
Roswell  1833/1836   Susan WATERS 
Roswell E. 1823/----      Armenia STARK 
Royal Olmstead 1823/----      Margaret E. CARRIER 
Royal Wales 1838/1901   Emma Florence SPEAR 
Rufus Briggs 1835/----      Mary HARRIS 
Russell W. 1823/----      Emaline Adelaide OAKLEY 
Samuel A. 1842/----      Maria L. GRUHL 
Samuel Joseph F. 1842/1893   Emeline W. GOODWIN 
Samuel Montague 1831/1893  Sarah Ellen THAYER 
Sceva  1843/1880   *Sceva THAYER 
Seth Darius 1835/----      Catherine CROSBY 
Sheldon  1838/1896   Alice BROWN 
Silas Lysander 1829/1907   Jane GAY 
Squire M. 1830/1905   Elvira E. HAMILTON 
Stephen  1845/1864   *George Washington THAYER 
Stephen Drew 1840/1861   *David Daniels THAYER 
Stephen Howard 1842/1932  Anna Fraser THURBER 
Stephen P. 1827/----      Harriet L. NICHOLSON 
Stillman  1827/1871   Harriet A. ABBOTT 
Sylvanus Luke M.  1834/----   Mary E. HINTON 
Theodore Austin 1837/1898   Elizabeth Wallace 
Thomas Beamis 1830/1899   Lucinda L. HARDEN 
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Thomas H. Barton  1836/1917  Adelaide L. HOWLAND 
Thomas Jefferson 1833/1908 Bryantha Richards HAYDEN 
Thomas Spooner 1833/----      Cordelia Betsey BROWN 
Tyler Daniels 1832/----      Adeline MORSE 
Virgil  1837/----      *Stephen Butler THAYER 
Volney  1847/----      Pat Ann HOLLEY 
Walter B. 1845/----      Caroline S. (_____) 
Warren Potter 1842/1863    Rachel Jane ROUSE 
Washington Bonaparte  1831/1869  Catherine F. MURPHY 
Watson  1843/1869   Filena Francis CAIN 
Wheelock M. 1840/1863   *Amherst Cheney THAYER 
Willard E. 1816/1900   Maryette EDDY 
Willard M. 1830/1864   Esther R. MILLER 
Willet L. 1844/----      Mary C. (_____) 
William  1839/1913   Dramintha Mary CUSHMAN 
William Chaffee 1831/----      Susan OSBORNE 
William D. 1839/----      Emma “Emily” ABBOTT 
William F. 1835/1890   Rachel BAKER 
William F. 1841/1903   Lorinda E. GREENFIELD 
William Fairchild 1842/1864  *William Hayden THAYER 
William Franklin 1814/1916   Esther Maria PENNIMAN 
William Franklin 1847/1923    Georgianna Williams 
GARDNER 
William Gardner 1830/1880   Emily Phebe DAVIS 
William H. 1842/1866   *Nathan THAYER 
William Henry 1840/1926   Letitia A. MORGAN 
William Henry 1840/1861   *Joseph Harding THAYER 
William Henry 1848/1916   Lucy S. KNICKERBOCKER 
William I. 1830/1874   Elizabeth BOTTSFORD 
William James 1839/----      Josephine A. SISSON 
William L. 1838/1907   Mary Caroline GLASS 
William Levi 1842/----      *Isaac THAYER 
William M. 1831/----      Harriet M. VAN DYKE 
William Oliver 1834/1909   Theresa HULTZ 
William Otis 1836/1902   Rebecca Allen ARTHUR 
William S. 1844/1920   Julia A. QUAKENBOS 
William Utley 1841/1919   Fannie E. RICE 
William W. 1836/1865   Delia Augusta HATHAWAY 
William Wert 1835/----      Ellen SHERMAN   
Ziba Cook 1837/----      Zilpha Annie WHITMAN  t 
 
 

Do You Know This Person?Do You Know This Person?  
By Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
his is a new column, hopefully a regular 
appearance in the newsletter. The photo described 
and shown here is an unknown person, possibly a 

Thayer, or somehow related to the Thayer family. Send 
photos of unknown persons to me, electronically or via 
postal mail and provide as much information as you can. 
Items to include are any possible names, nicknames, 
contact name someone can write to or email concerning 
identity of the person in the photograph, any information 
written on the back of the photo, any dates listed, and 
who has the photograph and how it came into your 
possession. All these items, along with the photograph, 

may jog someone’s memory as to who the unknown 
person is. Here is the first in this series: 
 

 
    This picture is from Richard Dean Thayer; he acquired 
this photograph, among others, after his father Ira Noble 
Thayer passed away in 1991. There was no writing on the 
back, no dates are indicated either. These children are 
suspected of being Thayers or Rineharts or Coveys. 
These three surnames are suspect since other Rinehart 
and Covey pictures were noted in the pile of photographs 
Richard received, but none matched the photograph 
above. Date estimated is 1910 to 1940. 
    If you know or have an idea about the individuals 
shown above, please contact Richard Thayer at: 
Route 2 Box 2656, Manistique, MI  49854 or via email 
at: pops_37@webtv.net   t 
 
 

Ponderings From Your PresidentPonderings From Your President  
 

he attendees of our annual meeting were treated to 
two particular highlights. 
    A very informative presentation by Brian 

Kolner, Director of the Braintree Historical Society, was 
given. Mr. Kolner's skillful presentation brought the 
history of Braintree from the formation of the continents 
to the present, intertwining the importance of our Thayer 

T 
T 
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Families from the settling of Braintree and highlighting 
some of the contributions that our ancestors made 
through the years. 
    The other was the ship models offered by Rick “East” 
Thayer. The meticulous details were awesome. One of 
the models was of the C. A. Thayer. The other was the 
John Eliot Thayer. The C. A. Thayer is a wooden hulled, 
three masted schooner with a long and colored history.  
The last of her kind afloat on the West Coast, the C. A. 
Thayer has carried lumber, fish, coal, and war 
materials. She has survived two near sinkings, and at 
nearly 100 years old, requires much work to prevent her 
loss to wood rot. The John Eliot Thayer was launched in 
1854 and sunk in 1858. She was 244 feet long with a 
beam of 46 feet and capable of carrying nearly 2000 tons. 
    The attendance was disappointing. A poll of the 
members present indicated a strong interest in having our 
future meetings in other parts of the country. The Articles 
of Organization General Laws, Chapter 180 of The 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Article 2, No. 4, states 
that we should sponsor family reunions at various 
regional locations and schedule annual meetings at 
predetermined locations. Article 5 states that we should 
collect annual dues and contributions necessary to cover 
operating expenses, sponsor reunions and banquets and 
sponsor the costs of publication of any printed materials 
approved by the Board of Directors as needed. 
    Please find, consider and reply to the questionnaire in 
this issue of Thayer Quarterly. Your input is needed for 
leadership to plan for the future of TFA. 
    A challenge was offered to increase membership 
l00%. Each member is challenged to recruit one or more 
members. A prize, as yet to be determined, will be 
awarded. 
    A good summer to all of you. 
  
Curt Thayer, President TFA 
 

 

Historian/Genealogist ReportHistorian/Genealogist Report  
  

    I am still in the process of moving and setting up, it 
will take some time before I am completely setup. For the 
time being, I am making an errata, a correction, to my 
recent Nathaniel Thayer book, available on the TFA 
website. Further information is provided below. Also 
listed is some smaller articles. Enjoy, and I will have 
more next issue.  

  
Errata AvailableErrata Available 

    This errata or correction, applies to the “Descendants 
of Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660”, Book 
2 of the Comprehensive, Page 167. 

    The new 1880 census index which has just been 
released (June 2001) by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints (LDS) has led to corrections in the 
family of Charles Aldrich Thayer and Elizabeth A. 
Meyers. 
    The errata can be viewed on the TFA website and is 
listed under Corrections. Or use this URL to go directly 
to the errata listing: 
www.thayer.genealogist.net/corrections.htm#nathan  

 

 
  

Hanford ThayerHanford Thayer  
    On September 12, 2001, Hanford Thayer will be 92 
years young. His life’s dedicated work and adventures 
have been at the epicenter of our country’s explosive 
growth from an agricultural based society to the world’s 
foremost nuclear power. Hanford and our country left the 
farm at the same time. He left the farm’s corn cobs, 
mother’s apple pie and the rooster’s early morning wake 
up-calls, rode the rails to the city, studied and worked for 
50 years in quiet secrecy and helped to catapult our 
country’s human resource “think tanks” to emerge as the 
world’s dominant power. What makes Hanford’s journey 
both important and unique is that he has chronicled his 
every step along the way. His journal pulls no punches 
and spares no tears. For the reader’s benefit, his journal 
publication begins with an overview of his life as 
exposed through several radio interviews and stories of 
Hanford and his brother riding the rails across America. 
Don Muno 
 
(Donald P. Muno, husband of TFA’s historian Patricia 
Thayer Muno, is in the process of preparing Hanford’s 
approximate 3,000 page journal for publication. It will be 
made available to his immediate family and close 
friends.) 

 

 
    Does anyone know of Dave Thayer who lives in 
Kansas City and was featured on the TV channel Animal 
Planet on 31 May 2001?  Dave owns the VIP limo 
service in Kansas City, and he totes his St. Bernard, 
“Otis”, around in the back of his limo! 
    My son saw this program in Orlando, FL and informed 
me about it. Alert readers can contact me (TFA Historian) 
if they are able to elucidate more about Dave  
and Otis. Thanks, Tricia. 
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“Always there remain portions of our heart into which no 
one is able to enter; invite them as we may.”  
 

Mary Dixon Thayer  1896 
 
 
Mary was the wife of Martin Russell9 (Martin Russell8, 
Matrin7, Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1) Thayer. 
 
 

From Patricia’s Mail BagFrom Patricia’s Mail Bag  
 
From Thayer Davis of Palatine, IL: 
    “I am a truck driver for Yellow Freight Systems and I 
was given the honor of being selected as one of 36 
drivers to compete for 12 slots on a team called Americas 
Road Team sponsored by the American Trucking 
Association. The team travels around the country 
promoting goodwill and safety. I met another driver there 
who also drives for Yellow Freight (we were the only 
Yellow drivers) by the name of David Bowers from 
Clarksburg, West Virginia. He said his grandmother was 
a Thayer (Allie) and he e-mailed me back that his father 
(Hurley) told him his great, great grandfather's name was 
Mortimore Thayer and he thinks Mortimores father was 
Job. I know that we are related no matter how distantly 
but I have a feeling it's not too far off because my mother 
(still living) lives not too far from him in Keyser, West 
Virginia. My grandfather’s family came from the 
Oakland, Md. area, actually right between my mom's and 
Davids. My great great-great grandfather was Murray 
(thus my e-mail thayermury@aol.com). My hunch is: Job 
and Murray were brothers, but not sure.  David ended up 
being selected for the team and I didn't but it was a fun 
trip and I met a cousin, not bad at all.” 
    Patricia found that Thayer’s mother, Charlotte Ann 
(“Chawn”) THAYER and David’s grandmother, Allie M. 
THAYER, were fourth cousins.  Below is the lineage of 
these newfound cousins with their common ancestor in 
bold face: 
    Charlotte Ann10 (Daniel Rennick9, George Bosley8, 
Orange Wright7, Murray6, Abel5, Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, 
Richard2-1) THAYER. 
    Allie M.10 (Job F.9, Mortimore Carpenter8, Seth7, Job6, 
Abel5, Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER.  t 

  
  

Membership ReportMembership Report  
 
    Membership is coming along fine; as of 25 June 2001 we 
have 577 members. We still see a drop in current members, but 
with new members joining, it averages out to over 500 
members for the past few years. 

    Don’t forget our membership drive, starting now. We hope 
to recruit 1 new member for every current member. We are 
looking to double our membership by June of 2002. Results of 
the drive will be posted in each upcoming issue. Remember, 
simply use the membership form that is available in every issue 
now and pass it on, encouraging membership in a great family 
association. 
 
NEW MEMBERS: 
Name, City, State, Paid Through if more than 2001 
Charlene Bright Veatch, Jensen Beach, FL 
Doris Knox Curtis & Myron Charles Curtis, Waterford, CT 
John D. Sykes & Gail Gazzola, Hollis NH 
Karlene & Charles Cappell (family), St. Charles, IL 
Roberta A. Hendrick, Bothell, WA 
Marcia H. Jett, Wheaton, IL 
 

 
  

Genealogy HumorGenealogy Humor  
Submitted by 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
 
Cemetery: (n) A marble orchard, not to be taken for 
granite. 
Crazy: A relative term in my family. 
Genealogy: It's all relative - in the end anyway. 
Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to better people. 
I trace my family history so I'll know who to blame. 
It's hard to be humble with ancestors like mine! 
Searching for lost relatives? Win the lottery! 
That's strange; half my ancestors are WOMEN! 
Do I even want ancestors? Some I found I wish I could 
lose! 
Floor: (n) The place for storing your priceless genealogy 
records. 
Friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. 
Genealogists never die, they just lose their roots. 
Genealogy: A haystack full of needles. It's the threads I 
need. 
Genealogy: Collecting dead relatives and sometimes a 
live cousin! 
Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead and irritate the 
living. 
Heredity: Everyone believes in it - until their children act 
like fools! 
I think my family tree is a few branches short of full 
bloom. 
Life is lived forwards, but understood backwards. 
My ancestors are hiding in a witness protection program. 
Research: What I'm doing when I don't know what I'm 
doing.  t 
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From the Editor…From the Editor…  
 

    I hope everyone likes the changes made to this issue. 
These changes are made by recommendations from you 
to improve the quality. 
    I have started a new column, hopefully this will give 
Tricia and Jerry some leads, or at least help identify who 
these individuals are. Please forward pictures to me for 
submission. 
    At the reunion, my father and I had an extremely good 
time, meeting people and sharing stories. Numerous 
times I had people approach me with questions on what 
to submit for an article. Basically, I’ll accept anything, 
Thayer or genealogy related. Thayer related can be a 
family story, some interesting history, how you met a 
relative, anything will do. And at the reunion, I received 
several headstone photographs, as well as articles for 
publishing. Keep the articles coming and I will keep the 
newsletter at 20 pages per issue.  
    As stated on the address page, Back Issues from Spring 
2000 to present are available on CD-ROM in Adobe 
Reader PDF format. The benefits of these are the photos 
are clearer than the paper copy, and if the photo was color 
when I received it, it is in color on the CD. 

 

    With recent new information received, keep posted to 
the TFA Web site for new information, as well as for 
updates on various information posted there. 
    As the TFA President, Curt Thayer described in his 
remarks, our current program underway is our 
membership drive. As stated by Curt, we hope to double 
our membership.  
    Please use the membership form listed below and pass 
on to a relative and ask them to join. We know they will 
enjoy the newsletter and closeness of our family.  
    For all members, please make note of the address 
change of the TFA. We now have just one address for all 
contact, and then it will get routed to the appropriate 
personnel for action. 

 

Stories Needed!Stories Needed!  
 

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor  t 
 

Membership Form 
 

Please check the date on the mailing label on the back page of this issue; it should indicate PD 01, which means your dues are 
PAID for the year 2001. If you have paid for more years, the date is indicated by the last two digits of the year. We encourage 
you to renew your membership before the end of the year to maintain uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter. 

 
Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                 Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        1024 Main Street 
                                                                        Hanover, MA  02339-1440 



20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING THE TFACONTACTING THE TFA  
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer: 

Thayer Families Association 
1024 Main Street 

Hanover, MA  02339-1440 
Email: crt42@earthlink.net 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
1352 Canyon Road #139 

Ogden, UT  84404 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com  

 
Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 

 
The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2001, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the 
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); 
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present; 
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
on CD-ROM in PDF format, please specify paper or CD when 
ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for non-
members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 1024 Main 
Street, Hanover, MA, 02339-1440) A cumulative index, 
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the 
newsletter (prior to the current issue) is available for $10 to the 
above address. 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the 
address in the return address block of this page or email the 
editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file 
containing the article. Your articles and submissions may be 
edited (respectfully) for length and readability. Please provide 
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at 
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited 
to you. Deadline for submission to the Fall Issue is August 20th.  
t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
PSC 473 BOX 1837 
FPO, AP 96349-5555 

 


