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Spring

Reunion Information for 2002!

In addition to the fellowship enjoyed by the
members of this great family, we decided this year to
emphasize the area where the Thayer family settled
when our ancestors came to the North American
continent.

A block of rooms has been reserved at two hotels
in Braintree. | strongly suggest that if you plan on
attending the reunion you make your reservations
right away.

Sheraton Tara Hotel Reservations
A block of ten double rooms under the group name
of Thayer Family Association has been reserved.
Cost per room per night is $99.00 plus 9.7 % tax.
Check in time 3:00 PM, check out time is 12:00
Noon. There are multi in-house services available.
Phoneis. 781-848-0600.

Holiday Inn EXPRESS (formerly Days Inn)
Reservations

A block of 15 double rooms under the group name
of Thayer Family Reunion has adso been reserved.
Cost per room per night, is $95.00 plus 9.7 % tax.
Check in time 4:00 PM, check out time 11:00AM.
Included in the cost is a Continental Breakfast for al
guests, Phone is: 781-848-1260.

On Friday, June 28, 2002, arrangements have
been made to open facilities at the Braintree
Historical Society to TFA members. Feel free to
drop in a BHS as you arrive on Friday. Hours will
be 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM. You will be able to tour
both the BHS museum and the Thayer House. BHS
is asking a donation of $3.00 for the combined tours.

Braintree Historical Society and the Thayer
Academy isonly ablock apart.

On Friday, arrangements have aso been made for
a bus tour of historica Quincy, and surrounding

areas. There will be a charge of $20.00 for this tour.
The bus will leave Thayer Academy at 1:00 PM and
return to the Academy at 4:00 PM. This is a
historica tour including the two sde-by-side
birthplaces of John and John Quincy Adams, the
Adams Mansion, First Parish Church of Quincy that
has the buria crypts of both former presidents and
their wives, and Hancock Cemetery the buria place
of Richard Thayer Jr.

On Saturday, June 29, 2002, arrangements have
been made for a bus tour of historica Boston, which
will leave Thayer Academy at 9:00 AM. There will
be no charge to members of TFA for this tour. Some
of the places of interest on this tour of the Freedom
Trail will include the Massachusetts State House,
Fanieul Hall, Quincy Market, Old North Church,
Bunker Hill Monument, and the Charlestown Navy
Yard where the Constitution Museum and the USS
Constitution can be visited.

This tour will return to the Thayer Academy at
12:00 noon, just in time for the TFA luncheon.
Menu is. Self serve ddi, soup, salad bar, and
beverages. Prepaid reservations for the TFA
luncheon are required. Donation - $10.00, which
includes gratuity.

Following the luncheon, the TFA annual meeting
will be held. The business part of the meeting will
hopefully be brief, and will be followed by lots of
time for storytelling, and fellowship.

Late in the afternoon there will be a break so that
members can get ready for the Saturday TFA
evening dinner at 6:00. Menu is. Caesar Salad, rolls,
ice water, coffee, lemonade, hand carved prime rib,
teriyaki chicken, pasta primavera w/afredo sauce,
rice pilaf, broccoli w/cheese sauce, cheesecake
w/strawberries &  whipped cream. Prepad
reservations for dinner are required. Donation -
$25.00, which includes gratuity.


www.thayer.genealogist.net

Brian Kolner, executive director of the Braintree
Historical Society, will be the featured speaker at the
Saturday evening dinner.

For advance reservations for the luncheon and/or
dinner (prepaid reservations required for each)
please contact:

Albert Thayer Morton
115 Willow Pond Way, Penfield, NY 14526-2621,
phone 585-377-4174, Email: ThayerATM @aol.com

The deadline is May 15, 2002.
We're al looking forward to a fun weekend, and
we hope you al enjoy yourselves. [4]

Editors note: Many thanks to both Rick Thayer and
Charles Russell Thayer for the continuing hard work
in doing this research, making reservations, and
putting this together for us. Sounds like afun time.

| received the following information from Madora
Boyd, it may be helpful in you will be in the Boston
areain June:

Research information. This information is being
provided for those who wish to do some
genedlogical research while in the Boston area
These three places are said to be within easy walking
distance of the Hynes Convention Center in Boston's
Back Bay, which is supposedly easy access by bus
or subway: (Hyperlinks are given for those who wish
to research these places further):

New England Historic genealogical Society
(www.newenglandancestors.org) - stays open until
9:00 PM on Thursdays.

Boston Public Library
(www.bpl.org) - open Monday through Thursday
evenings until 9:00 PM.

And for those who will be driving cars, their own
or rentals, here are two places, a bit further away:

National Archives Northeast Division - Boston,
Frederick C. Murphy Federal Center, 380 Trapelo
Road, Waltham, MA 02452-6399.

Massachusetts State Archives
(www.masshist.org) - Columbia Point, 220 Morrisey
Blvd.

An Interview with Director
Meg Thayer

Guerilla Filmmaker Magazine Interview with the Director of
the Independent Film, True Rights

Los Angeles, you'll know that practicaly every

other storefront is either a shoe store or an
eatery, or a great place to get some coffee and tea.
Well, that’s the way it appears to be, until you park
your car and start walking from store to store.
Actualy, you can pretty much get al of your holiday
shopping done on that strip, browse for some antique
collectibles, put a down-payment on that wonderful
sofa you’' ve always wanted, pick up some new CDs,
or possibly even get a haircut or afacia. Recently, |
opted to skip all of the above and found my way to
Elixir, a place where you can have the finest blends
of what else? Elixirs. You can enjoy the peaceful
surroundings of its garden, and on some days, even
catch a glimpse of, or, if you're as lucky as | was, a
chat with director Meg Thayer. Okay, well we
planned our meeting. But she did say that we were
indeed ditting in one of her favorite places in Los
Angeles. What followed was the official initiation
ritual, according to Meg. She insisted that since she
chose the location for our chat, then she would also
have to buy the beverages. We then proceeded to
select our dixirs Sebastian, our GF marketing guy,
who also came along for some sun and relaxation,
went for a blend that would jolt him out of the semi-
comatose state he was in, while | decided to take
Meg's suggestion for the more subtle and soothing
Kava blend. We then settled in a quiet spot in the
garden, tested our mini-recorder, and got down to
the nitty-gritty.

Meg, who was elegantly clad in black and armed
with a smile, seemed anxious and ready to gQet
started, whereas | was actually feeling a little bit on
the nervous side. It wasn't that she made me feel
uneasy in any way, but | think | was a little ‘star-
struck’. What Meg didn't know yet was that my
admiration for her feature directoria debut True
Rights was up in the ‘haling’ zone. Her film
(reviewed on page 44) marks the first time a feature
receives our highest rating of four bananas. Based
upon Meg's incisive observations, and the way she
managed to capture this particular dice-of-lifeé in
her film, 1 was convinced she had to be a Los
Angeles native who knows her town and the people
who inhabit in the same way Woody Allen knows
New York But, | couldn’t be more wrong about her
origins. This Denver-bred auteur described her view

I f you've ever driven down Melrose Avenue in



of LA life and its people as something she sees from
the outside.

BRUNO: Filmmakers often tackle difficult
subjects during the course of their careers. You've
chosen to do so with your feature directorial debut.
What was it that drew you to this material?

MEG: Part of the reason | did this movie myself
was that it was tough material. | felt that if | tried to
sell the script for someone else to direct, it would
wind up being ‘softened, and | definitely didn’t
want the material to be softened. Can you imagine if
they had softened the ending? (The film's ending is
not exactly a traditionally happy one, nor does it
compromise its honesty in favor of an, al’s well that
ends well’ mentality.)

BRUNO: Consdering the parameters set by
budget limitations, how easy/difficult would you say
it was to shoot your film entirely in Los Angeles
locations? Do you think it would have made a
difference if you had shot it in another urban setting?

MEG: It was quite pleasant actualy. | hear stories
of people who'll turn on their lawn-mowers or find
ways to make noise just to get someone from a film
crew to pay them to stop, but we didn’t have any of
that. We were lucky that way. We did everything by
the book: we had permits, talked to the authorities
before shooting people were generdly very
cooperative, except for one day, when we had this
gun-wielding guy who insisted he wanted to talk to
the director. That was quite scary, but our security
guys kept the excitement under control. As far as
shooting this somewhere else well, the main
character is a housewife from the Valey. She's a
product of her environment. It wouldn't have the
same impact or meaning at all.

BRUNO: A lot of the press material surrounding
your film has described it as a “mockumentary”, but
| feel that your film is actually a straight, narrative
satire with a mockumentary feel. How do you
describe your film?

MEG: Thank you (smiles) I'm gonna use that |
didn't want to do a mockumentary. Originally, | was
going to shoot (True Rights) on video. My uncle,
this Dutch farmer who lived his life aspiring to
simple pleasures, never spent much of his money.
When he passed away, he left each of his great great
grandkids $7000, and | thought, well, there’'s my
movie. | dedicate the movie to him. Now, knowing
that with the tight budget | was going to have to be

shooting on video, | needed something that would
make sense to be shot with a single camera. | don’t
like it when projects shot on video try to emulate the
style and approach of the ‘film’ medium. | don't
think it works. Am | going off on tangents?
(chuckles) Well, | think that the mockumentary feel
comes from that approach, but I'd definitely describe
it asasdatire.

BRUNO: A great portion of your film has
moments that feel very real, perhaps even ad-libbed.
How faithful were you to the origina text in your
screenplay?

MEG: | feel that each actor approaches the
interpretation of a script in his’her own way, but for
the most part, everyone was right on target with the
script. | mean, Claudia Christian, who | fedl is so
outrageoudly brilliant in the film (and we agree), is
so different in real life from the character she plays,
it was quite amazing to see the transformation. But
everyone definitdly stayed very fathful to the
origina text. In a couple of instances, particularly
with Jonathan Jackson (who plays the head of a
militia group hiding out in the mountains), actors
threw in some of their own lines - but these are such
good actors, that the overall feel isawaysreal.

BRUNO: You had a great ensemble of actors. Tell
me a little bit about your casting decisions. Claudia
Christian -did you have her in mind when you wrote
the screenplay, or was it more of a right pieces
faling into place situation?

MEG: It's funny, but when my producer
originaly came to me with a picture of her, |
immediately said no, ‘she's too pretty’. We then met
over dinner, and looking at her | thought, she's too
tall, too well, she has too many assets . But she later
came to a reading we had, and | thought she was
astounding. | was so lucky with everyone in the cast.
Everyone involved is so connected with this project |
mean... we al travel together. It's like one big
family. Whenever we've gone to festivals and other
screenings, we've shown up with this huge
entourage. | don’t see thisasjust my film. It's a part
of al of us. And | love sharing it with them.

BRUNO: Jack Betts, brilliant as the aging silent
film actor Thad Whitney, is the catalyst that sets all
your characters in motion. His character’s refusal to
accept modern practices of the, film industry
actually opens the doors for a full-fledged sdtirical
attack on current media trends. Was there a time,



during the writing process, when you might have
considered a different inciting story line?

MEG: When | originadly started writing the film, |
pretty much had all the other charactersin my mind |
started with these ambulance chasers, and then | had
this young idealist, Reynolds, who creates a balance
in the story. But | didn't want to make the sort of
film where characters are running here and running
there without ever having much of a point. Who'd
want to see that? So, | decided to add in this
character (Thad Whitney). He represents the
beginning of film, the integrity. The other thing that
was going on way in the back of my mind is that this
elderly character represents ‘film’ itself, and with the
advent of video, he's being killed off. It's kinda
about the death of film. And I didn’'t play that out
overtly, but this was something that all of us (those
involved in the making of the film) were clear on.

BRUNO: Even with the current evolution of
digital video as a medium for low-budget
filmmaking, you chose 35mm motion picture stock
as the primary tool to capture your story. Was this
based solely on aesthetic consideration, or is there a
specific statement behind this choice?

MEG: | want to say that by-god that was the only
thing that I’d shoot on (laughs). But the truth is that
this commercial company that decided they’d make
the film, asked me if | could make it with $100,000,
stating, “You could definitely make a feature film
shot on video for that much,” but then asked me
“Could you make the film on 35mm?’ And, at the
time | didn't know shit about film budgets, so | said
“Surel” (Laughs again, this time quite heartily). So,
here | am. We get Dave Darby, who is one of the top
commercia cinematographers, and Darby is not
going to work unless we shoot film - and not only
film, but the most expensive film stock. Of course,
we couldn’t afford it, so we had to scurry around for
raw stock and get it recanned. We got some recans
from Disney.

BRUNO: Oh yes, | was wondering what the
‘specia thanks to Disney’ in your end credits was all
about.

MEG: Oh good, so you watched the film through
the end credits?

BRUNO: Of course. Art vs. voyeurism, how
much is too much? How far would you go to tell
your stories?

MEG: I'm moral. Overly moral. Even the (shock

TV) footage we used in the film. We bought it from
a company that sells footage like that, but | till
wouldn’t use any footage that depicts human misery.
I’d be guilty of doing exactly what I’'m pointing the
finger at. If there's a victim in the video, | don't use
it. I’'d never cross mora lines. But lately, | see this
bizarre trend toward weird usage of video, which is
unfortunate, because | think video allows people
who wouldn’'t ordinarily have a cinematic voice to
have a voice. On the other hand, when video is used
in the news to capture violence, or the way its used
on some of these ‘real TV’ shows, | always have the
feeling that the guy who's holding the camera should
be the same guy who ought to walk up and say
“Hey, cut it out!” Or a least, did 9-1-1. We've
become extremely voyeurigtic. | hear there's a huge
date of ‘real TV shows lined up - even more than
what we have now. And what’s with all these people
becoming exhibitionists?
(At this point, we broke away for some unrelated
chit-chat, an idle observation on the weather, and a
couple of sips from our drinks. | figured it was the
best timeto dig in for some ‘inside’ scoops)

BRUNO: I'm a big fan of Gothic literature, and
your press kit bio promises an adaptation of one
such work. Which novel are you going to bring to
the screen and what draws you to it?

MEG: Wsdl, | don't redty wish to reved the
actual project lust yet, | mean, I'll tell you if you turn
that (the recorder) off. All | can say isthat it's set in
modern-day L A., a torn-down area of downtown L
A. Despite its updated setting, it is very faithful to
the original work, and it is quite violent (I'm sure
Meg will tell us all in the near future.)

BRUNO: In your filmmaking, in genera, do you
have any specia mentors? Whose work inspires
you?

MEG: Wéll, the Coen brothers are gods to me.
But | aso like the Farrelly brothers a lot (laughs).
They’re just wild. They just go out there and do it. |
like Capra. And lately, I've rediscovered Carlos
Saura. | love hiswork.

BRUNO: And findly, just to keep in faith with
our current issues focus, what advice do you have
for aspiring women filmmakers, and would that
advice differ if | asked you the same question in
regards to the opposite gender?



MEG: I'd like to see women burst out of what's
usualy expected of them, like Kimberly Perce did
with Boys Don't Cry. | think that film was
tremendous. But most important, what's even more
exciting is when | see filmmakers, male and female,
find their own, true voice.

(And Meg has certainly earned her right to say that,
for her own voice speaks clearly and, just with one
feature film thus far, so courageous and true).

Editors note: This interview was found on the
Internet on the Guerilla Filmmaker Magazine
website, reprinted with permission of Meg Thayer
and Guerilla Filmmaker Magazine. [£]

Meg Thayer

Writer/Director

rue Rights marks Meg's debut as a feature
film director. Prior to that, she worked

steadily as a writer, creating original scripts,
(Hidden Assassin (Miramax) Colfax and Fantasy
Runner) and writing for hire.

Meg studied theater in Madrid, Hamburg and
London while working in theater, film and
television.

She took a break to sing vocas and play
keyboards for the band Hex (Rykodisc) and for Jm
McGrath (Talking Drum Records). While she
recorded and toured, she directed and filmed the
preliminary footage for the documentary Hollywood
In Winter which chronicles five L. A. bands in the
1990s in the style of such documentaries as 7 Up.
She plans to film the update footage in the year
2005.

Shot for less than two hundred thousand dollars,
her recent film True Rights has won numerous
awards on the film festiva circuit including:
Audience Award, Dances With Films, Best
Feature/New Vision, Brooklyn Film Festival; Best
Director - Meg Thayer, Brooklyn Film Festival; Best
Actor - Jack Betts, Brooklyn Film Festiva,
Emerging Taent - Meg Thayer/Guerilla Film and
Video Festival, and Best Feature/Narrative Category,
Cinewomen Awards.

She's currently working on Angelus Heights, an
updated adaptation of afamous Gothic novel.

From the Editor: During my emails with Meg to get
this material together, here are some comments from
her: “By the way, great website. Thanks again. It’s
nice to have a family like the Thayers who actually
pay attention to what other Thayers are doing. It
encourages me to work even harder.” | think these
words say it all, thanks Meg. Good luck to you in
your directing career, your doing a great job, make
us proud! [4]

Frederick Winthrop Thayer
Man Behind the First Catcher’s Face Mask
By John Howard Thayer

ecently, 1 was doing some research on the

Internet relative to baseball and the invention

of the first catcher's mask. My reason was
smple; Reading the Thayer Quarterly has sensitized
me to the Thayer name and the personal histories of
some of our cousins.

Many years ago, | took my two sons to the
Baseball Hal of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. |
persondly love the game of baseball, and wished to
share some of basebal’s great history with them. It
was a huge trip for us, covering a distance of some
thirty miles or so. Like many other upstate New
Yorkers, | had lived within fifty miles of the Hall of
Fame my entire life, and had only gone there one
time before. That was for the eighth grade field trip
in 1956. Who paid attention at that age when there
were girls aong to take one’s mind off of baseball,
even though | had been in love with the sport since
the age of seven (go Y ankees).

| clearly remember that one of the first exhibits
that attracted my attention was that of the first
baseball catcher’'s mask. Much to my surprise, the
mask was invented by a college student who's last
name was Thayer. That is all that | remembered
about the exhibit, except for the fact that he had
attended an Ivy League College at the time of the
invention. | filed the information away in the back
crevasses of my mind, and went on with life.

During the fall of 2001, | began thinking about
that mask and the phantom Thayer inventor. |
wanted to find out more about him and the mask that
has saved so many faces over the years, possibly
with the exception of the New York Yankee's Yogi
Berra



As luck would have it, | found the basic
information that | was seeking with relative ease on
the Internet under www.geocities.com, Encyclopedia
of Baseball Catcher’s Equipment -Mask. The article
was under the category Catcher’s Equipment — Tools
of Ignorance and the article was entitled “Man in a
Mask.” The following are excerpts from that article:

“Red Stockings founder Harry Wright preceded
the mask with a “mouth protector.” His invention
was a fifty-cent rubber mouth guard, similar to the
mouthpiece a boxer wears. His invention, according
to newspapers of the time, surely cut down on the
talkativeness of catchers. Masks were more
obvioudly a protective device. The first was invented
by an Ivy League man (Harvard University), Fred
Thayer, who in 1876 adapted a fencing mask for
Alexander Tyng, then of the Harvard Nine.

First Catcher’s Mask, 1876

“At first, Thayer's better
mouse-trap was derisively
cdled a rat-trap. But the
catcher’'s mask caught on
quickly among pros and
amateurs dike, and was
widely used by the 1880s.
Besides affording protection, it
helped fielding from the very
first game. Harvard's Tyng
made only two errors on that April 12, 1877 match-
exceptionaly low even for a pro catcher in those
days.

Thayer's patented mask went into the Spaulding
catalog for the 1878 season and adaptations followed
quickly.”

| sent my materia to the Thayer Family Historian,
Tricia Thayer Muno, for her valuable suggestions
and input. Tricia noted that she could not trace
Freds lineage without further  biographical
information. It seems as though there are scores of
cousins with the name of Fred Thayer in her
genedlogical database.

Coincidentaly, |1 had discovered another article
about Fred Thayer's invention in an article entitled
“John Harvard’'s Journa — January-February 1999 —
wall of Glory” from the Harvard Magazine. This
article describes the “Wall of Glory” in the newly

opened Murr Athletic Center at Harvard. The “Wall”
features a 120-foot mura that unfurls a timeline
whose words and pictures describe significant
people, events, and turning points in the history of
Harvard athletics from 1780 to 1998. Fred Thayer's
catcher’'s mask is a featured item on that wall. |
gathered up my courage and E-mailed the Harvard
Magazine. | requested their assistance in helping us
obtain Fred Thayer’s date and place of birth.

Much to my surprise, Harvard Magazine took an
interest in my request and assigned an intern to do
some basic research on Fred Thayer. The
biographical information that | received from
Harvard was more than | could have hoped for, and
described Fred as more than just the inventor of the
baseball catcher’s mask.

Fred's full name was Frederick Winthrop Thayer
and he was born on August 14, 1854 in Belmont,
Maine. He entered Harvard University in 1875.
While a Harvard, he was Captain of the famous
Harvard baseball teams of 1876, 1877 and 1878. He
invented the catcher's mask specifically for use in
the Yale game of 1876. He also played varsity
football. He was a member of the Institute of 1770,
Chief Marshall of the class on Class Day.

Fred’ s family background was as follows:

Father: Frederick William Thayer
Mother: Maria Wilder Phelps
Brother: William Roscoe Thayer, class of

1881 and editor of Harvard Magazine;

Sister: Mrs. Francis C. Welch of Boston; and
perhaps others who didn’t survive him?

-Married Miss Mary Thirza Busby on August 27,
1885

Frederick Winthrop Thayer died on September 17,
1913.

Frederick Winthorp® (Frederick William®, Elias
Bond’, Zephion®, Jedediah®, Ebenezer*3, Thomas®?)
THAYER.

Fred Thayer's invention has evolved into the
current day’s most modern masks, such as the Airflo
System Adult Hockey Style Catcher's Helmet and
Face Mask Combo from Rawlings. If Fred ever
knew what has happened since his initid invention,
he would turn over in his grave, several times over!
Since 1876, catcher's facial equipment progressed



from a fifty-cent
mouthpiece (quite
expensive in pre-1876) to
a $260.00 plus, nylon
thermoplastic shell.

Modern Rawling's
Catcher’'s Helmet and
Face Mask Combo.

Thanks to Harriett Green,
editorial intern at Harvard Magazine, who
researched the information on Fred Thayer found in
his biographical folder at the Harvard Archives:

Footnote: Some confusion exists with records
regarding the date of Fred Thayer’s invention. You
will note that the article was entitled “Man in a
Mask™, states that the mask was invented in 1876,
and used for the first time on April 12, 1877.
Harvard University’s biographical data reports that
Thayer invented the mask specifically for use in the
1876 Yale game, yet their article in the Harvard
Magazine entitled “John Harvard’s Journal -
January-February 1999 — Wall of Glory” reports
that he invented the mask in 1877. One explanation
may be that the April 12, 1877 game was the first
time that the mask was used in a professional
baseball game.

Footnote: Of course we are all aware that another
Harvard University Graduate, Ernest L. Thayer,
authored the famous baseball poem, Casey at the
Bat in May 1888. The poem was published for the
first time in the San Francisco Examiner on June 3,
1888. — JHT

Tricia would love to hear from anyone who may
have further information on this Fred Thayer.
Tricids address is listed on the back page of this
newsletter. [4]

Descendants of STEPHEN L BRIST

PART Il
By Sidney E. Brist, Jr.

4. FILLMORE MARION? BRIST (STEPHEN L.}
was born 29 Dec 1852 in MAYVILLE, DODGE,
WISCONSIN, and died 30 Sep 1922 in

BEAUFORT, BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA.
He married (1) IDA VIOLA WHITE 1 Dec 1872 in
GREENFIELD TOWNSHIP, MONROE,
WISCONSIN, daughter of JOSEPH WHITE and
ANN. She was born 14 Aug 1858 in CATARACT,
MONROE, WISCONSIN, and died 12 Jun 1881 in
MANCHESTER, JACKSON, WISCONSIN. He
married (2) MARY BOYD 7 Nov 1882 in
WATERTOWN, CODINGTON, SOUTH
DAKOQOTA, daughter of SAM BOYD and MARY
HENRY. She was born 12 Aug 1858 in
PETERBOUGH, ONTERIO, CANADA, and died
Aft. 1952. He married (3) CARRIE S DART 10 Apr
1892 in FLAIR PLAY, GRANT, WISCONSIN. She
was born 29 Aug 1861 in MARKESAN, GREEN
LAKE, WISCONSIN, and died 20 Dec 1944 in
JACKSON, EAST FELICIANA, LOUISIANA.

Notes for FILLMORE MARION BRIST:

Like his father, Fillmore enlisted into the civil war
the same day as Stephen | Brist 24 Dec 1863
Company M 1st Wisconsin Calvary of Volunteers.
Fillmore was later mustered out 18 Mar 1865. On 1
Oct 1864, was wounded from a sabre cut in the
battle at Calhoun, Georgia which resulted a division
of the extension tendon of the left foot and resulted
of the loss of the 5th toe and could not walk without
the aid of a crutch. Although he was 12 years old, he
enlisted as a 16 year old and later was known as the
youngest volunteer in the union army. He worked at
various jobs after his discharge. In later years he
became director of the National Cemetery in South
Carolina.

From an article in Badger State Banner in Black
River Falls, Wisconsin, dated 23 Apr 1896
mentioned the following about Fillmore:

FOUND HIS BROTHER’S GRAVE

About three weeks ago Mr. Fillmore M. Brist, of
Dr Ruete's drug store, left here for the vicinity of
Mobile, Alabama, to make an effort to locate the
grave of his brother, Mandley W. Brist, a Sergeant
of Company I, fourth Wisconsin cavary, who was
known to have died in the camp near West
Pascagoula, Mississippi, on the gulf of Mexico, on
Christmas day, 1864. For many years Mr. Brist and
other members of his family had cherished the hope
of some day being able to locate the lone spot where
dept their brave son and brother, even though the



spot was in a heavy pine forest and unknown to the
world at large. Therefore, he stated, he took his
departure for the south, resolved not to return until
he had found the grave, if such a thing were
possible. On arriving at west Pascagoula, Mr. Brist
was introduced to Mr. Alfred E. Lewis, clerk of the
courts. Whose father was a prominent confederate
officer, and on whose plantation several regiments of
cavary had camped in December 1864. He made
known his mission to Mr. Lewis, who was a mere
boy during the war.

Mr. Lewis remembered that he had, since the war,
heard his father make remarks concerning the federal
cavary who had camped on the plantation.
Arrangements were made to go out the next day and
make a search for the grave. It was chiefly through
the kind services of Alfred E. Lewis of West
Pascagoula, that the grave was located. Mr. Lewis
family possessed a vast estate in this section,
comprising many thousand acres of native pine
forest and in his youthful rambles, he remembered a
lonely grave under the surging branches of a leaning
tree. The incident was so impressed upon his
memory that he was able without difficulty to
accompany Mr. Brist and the writer to the place of
interment. There in a secluded spot, about half amile
west of the old Lewis homestead, all that was mortal
of the young patriot had rested undisturbed for
nearly a quarter of a century. The earth had sunken
noticeably, rendering the outlines of the grave quite
distinct. The moss-grown and weather-beaten
headboard was still in position, erect as when placed
there. The inscription, which had been cut into the
cypress board, was planly legible and read as
follows:

SGT. M. W. BRIST
CO. 1,
4TH WISCONSIN. CAVALRY

The headboard is a piece of cypress plank. It has
grown gray with age and the storms and sun of
thirty-one years, yet, with the exception of a few
cracks and on the top where the rain had fallen on it
and rotten a small portion, it is as sound, from the
ground up, as the day it was placed at the head of the
grave. The “t” in the surname, and the letter “v” in
the word cavalry, are rather indistinct, otherwise the
inscription is very plain. It had stood, under the
leaning tree in the depths of the forest and served to
Mandley’s grave from becoming one of the

thousands that are marked “unknown.” Mr. Brist
placed a new headboard at the grave and had the
latter nicely rounded up, and flowers given to him by
Mrs. Lewis were planted upon it and will bloom and
show that after thirty-one years of obscurity, it has
been found and decorated by loving hands. Mr. Brist
has not yet decided wheter to remove the remains to
the national cemetery or have an iron fence around
the grave and let his brother sleep where, so long, he
has rested in peace, with the wild birds singing on
the old leaning tree.

Mr. Brist stripped the bark from a large tree, and
with a chisel cut his brother’s name so as to make it
an easy matter to find it. Mr. Brist speaks in the
highest terms of the treatment accorded him by the
Lewis family, and their many kindness have made an
impressive upon his memory that time cannot efface.

More About IDA VIOLA WHITE:
Buria: 14 Jun 1881

More About CARRIE S DART:
Occupation: MUSIC TEACHER

Children of FILLMORE BRIST and IDA WHITE
are:
i. JOHN M.2BRIST, b. 1873; m. KATIE.
ii. FREDRICK WILLIAM BRIST, b. 1875,
WISCONSIN; d. 1956; m. KATHRYN
GOEBEL; b. 1883.
iii. GEORGE LOUIS BRIST, b. 29 Jun
1878, MELROSE, JACKSON,
WISCONSIN; d. 14 May 1952,
DUNEDIN, PINELLAS, FLORIDA; m.
MARGARET MAGGIE HEETER, 1
Dec 1902; b. 1883, WASHINGTON, D
C, d 14 May 1952, DUNEDIN,
PINELLAS, FLORIDA.

More About GEORGE LOUIS BRIST:
Occupation:  State Dept  Passport
Divison and American Consul at ST
STEPHEN, NEW BRUNSWICK.

Children of FILLMORE BRIST and MARY BOYD
are.
iv. JULI ANN?® BRIST, b. 9 Mar 1885,
MELROSE, JACKSON, WISCONSIN:
d. 17 Feb 1887, JACKSON CO,
WISCONSIN.



More About JULI ANN BRIST:
Burial: 19 Feb 1887, JACKSON CO,
WISCONSIN

v. SHEREY FLOID BRIST, b. 6 Mar
1887, JACKSON CO, WISCONSIN; d.
1972.

vi. FRANCIS CATHERINE BRIST, b. 24
Oct 1888, MELROSE, JACKSON,
WISCONSIN; d. 23 Aug 1967; m. (1)
ROBERT RICHARD WALKER, 21
Mar 1907, WASHINGTON, DC; b.
1872, WASHINGTON, DC; d. Bef.
1920; m. (2) MR. HAND, 26 Dec 1923;
m. (3) ROTHROCK, Aft. 1925.

Child of FILLMORE BRIST and CARRIE DART
IS.

vii. LILLIAN D® BRIST, b. 18 Aug 1883,
SOUTH DAKOTA; d. 7 Dec 1963,
HAMMOND, TANGIPAHOA,
LOUISIANA; m. ALEXANDER B
STINSON; b. 25 Jun 1880; d. 11 Dec
1957, HAMMOND, TANGIPAHOA,
LOUISIANA.

More About LILLIAN D BRIST:
Burial: GREENLAND CEMETERY,
HAMMOND, LOUISIANA

More About ALEXANDER B

STINSON:

Burial: GREENLAND CEMETERY,

HAMMOND, LOUISIANA
5. ROSETTA CLARISSA? BRIST (STEPHEN L%
was born 21 Nov 1856 in ADRIAN, MONROE,
WISCONSIN, and died 21 Mar 1941 in TOMAH,
MONROE, WISCONSIN. She married HENRY
WILSON 24 Feb 1872 in BLACKRIVER FALLS,
JACKSON, WISCONSIN. He was born 16 Sep
1841 in NEW YORK, and died 11 Feb 1910 in
TOMAH, MONROE, WISCONSIN.

More About ROSETTA CLARISSA BRIST:
Burial: 29 Mar 1941, OAK GROVE CEMETERY,
TOMAH, WISCONSIN

Children of ROSETTA BRIST and HENRY
WILSON are:

i. FLOYD®WILSON.

ii. NELLIE WILSON.

iii. GUY N WILSON, b. 28 Mar 1873,
WISCONSIN; d. Apr 1936, WICHITA,
SEDGWICK, KANSAS.

iv. ACEL JAY WILSON, b. 27 May 1877,
BLACK RIVER FALLS, JACKSON,
WISCONSIN; d. 7 Ma 1942,
GLENDALE, LOS  ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA; m. AMELIA TERESA
HOVEY, 5 Apr 1900; b. 22 Feb 1878,
FOSBERG, GERMANY; d. 15 Feb
1962, GLENDALE, LOS ANGELES,
CALIFORNIA.

More About ACEL JAY WILSON:
Buria: FOREST LAWN MEMORIAL
PARK, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA

More About AMELIA TERESA
HOVEY:

Buria: FOREST LAWN MEMORIAL
PARK, GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA

v. CALVIN N WILSON, b. 1881; m.
MATTIE.

vi. SADIE WILSON, b. 1889,
WISCONSIN; d. 1963, MONROE CO,
WISCONSIN; m. LOUIS
SPANGENBERG; b. 18 Jul 1883,
WISCONSIN; d. Dec 1964,
WISCONSIN.

More About SADIE WILSON:
Burial: OAK GROVE CEMETERY,
TOMAH, WISCONSIN

vii. HUGH B WILSON, b. Nov 1891.
6. STEPHEN LEE? BRIST, JR (STEPHEN L") was
born 22 Jun 1859 in RIDGEVILLE TOWNSHIP,
MONROE WISCONSIN, and died 1 Feb 1923 in
SPARTA, MONROE, WISCONSIN. He married
CLARA MAE WOODWORTH 19 Jan 1882 in
SPARTA, MONROE, WISCONSIN. She was born
19 Jan 1862 in MANCHESTER, GREEN LAKE,
WISCONSIN, and died 1 Ma 1941 in
MINNEAPOLIS, HENNEPIN, MINNESOTA.

More About STEPHEN LEE BRIST, JR:
Burial: 5 Feb 1923, RIVERSIDE CEMETERY,,



BLACK RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN
Occupation: GROCER

More About CLARA MAE WOODWORTH:
Buria: 4 Mar 1941, RIVERSIDE CEMETERY,
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN

Children of STEPHEN BRIST and CLARA
WOODWORTH are:
i. ADA EUGENIE® BRIST, b. 8 Mar

1883, BLACK RIVER FALLS,
JACKSON, WISCONSIN; d. 4 Feb
1969, MINNEAPOLIS, HENNEPIN,
MINNESOTA; m. JOHN DODSON:; b.
18 Jun 1873; d. 28 Mar 1935,
MINNEAPOLIS, HENNEPIN,
MINNESOTA.

More About ADA EUGENIE BRIST:
Burial: BLACK RIVER CEMETERY,
BLACK RIVER FALLS, WISCONSIN.

ii. FLOYD STEPHEN BRIST, b. 6 Mar
1887, MANCHESTER, GREEN LAKE,
WISCONSIN; d. 29 Feb 1972,
CHIPPEWA  FALLS, CHIPPEWA,
WISCONSIN; m. EMMA FLUG, EAU
CLAIR, WISCONSIN; b. 22 Oct 1887,
d. 3 Jan 1972, CHIPPEWA FALLS,
CHIPPEWA, WISCONSIN.

More About FLOY D STEPHEN BRIST:
Burial: 2 Mar 1972, FOREST HILL
CEMETERY, CHIPPEWA FALLS,
WISCONSIN

iii. NELLIE MAE BRIST, b. 4 May 1889,
SPARTA, MONROE, WISCONSIN; d.
1 Nov 1987, NEW HOPE, HENNEPIN,
MINNESOTA: m. (1) JOHN B LEFF, 5
Jan 1910, BRECKENRIDGE, CROW
WING, MINNESOTA; b. 25 Jul 1884;
d. Jun 1966, TACOMA, PIERCE,
WASHINGTON; m. (2) EUGENE
WILHELM GUSTAV LUEDKE, 19
May 1923, MINNEAPOLIS,
HENNEPIN, MINNESOTA: b. 6 Mar
1898, HOLLYWOOD TOWNSHIP,
CARVER, MINNESOTA: d. 6 Apr
1979, MINNEAPOLIS, HENNEPIN,
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MINNESOTA.

More About NELLIE MAE BRIST:
Burial: HILLSIDE CEMETERY, NEW
HOPE, MINNESOTA

More About EUGENE WILHELM
GUSTAV LUEDKE:

Burial: HILLSIDE CEMETERY, NEW
HOPE, MINNESOTA

iv. DEWEY ALLEN BRIST, b. 25 May
1898, SPARTA, MONROE,
WISCONSIN; d. 11 Dec 1961,
LAKEVIEW, JEFFERSON, TEXAS;, m.
ELIZABETH IRENE HICKS, 17 Apr
1940, MOBILE, MOBILE, ALABAMA;
b. 20 Jun 1921.

More About DEWEY ALLEN BRIST:
Burial: 12 Dec 1961, GREENLAWN
MEMORIAL PARK, PORT ARTHUR,
TEXAS

v. MABEL ANNA BRIST, b. 18 Mar
1900, JACKSON CO, WISCONSIN; d.
23 Dec 1968, MINNEAPOLIS,
HENNEPIN, MINNESOTA; m. JOHN
ERASTUS THAYER; b. 26 Jul 1890,
HAGER CITY, WISCONSIN; d. 6 Jul
1967.
7. HALBERT E.? BRIST (STEPHEN L.%) was born
7 Feb 1862 in WELLINGTON TOWNSHIP,
MONROE, WISCONSIN, and died 22 Nov 1911 in
NORTH BRANCH, CHISAGO, MINNESOTA. He
married (1) BARBARA ROBINSON Abt. 1888. She
was born Feb 1868 in CANADA. He married (2)
AGNES F. HENNESSEY 1897. She was born Mar
1874 in MINNESOTA.

More About HALBERT E BRIST:
Buria: NORTH BRANCH, MINNESOTA
Occupation: STATION AGENT

More About BARBARA ROBINSON:
Occupation: CLERK/GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Children of HALBERT BRIST and BARBARA
ROBINSON are:
i. BABY?

BRIST, b. 18 Oct 1888,



SUPERIOR JUNCTION, PORTAGE,
WISCONSIN; d. 18 Oct 1888,
SUPERIOR JUNCTION, PORTAGE,
WISCONSIN.

ii. HARRY E BRIST, b. 17 Feb 1892,
WISCONSIN; d. CEDAR FALLS,
BLACK HAWK, IOWA; m. MYTRLE
AGNES DOMEK; b. 2 Dec 1902.

iii. WILLIAM HOWARD BRIST, b. Aug
1895, WISCONSIN.

More About WILLIAM HOWARD
BRIST:

Occupation: STENOGRAPHER FOR
RAILROAD

Children of HALBERT BRIST and AGNES
HENNESSEY are:
iv. ROBERT THAYER?® BRIST, b. 23 Apr
1900, MINNESOTA,; d. 10 Jan 1923.

More About ROBERT THAYER
BRIST:
Occupation: OPERATOR

v. FRANCIS MANLEY BRIST, b. 23 Oct
1901, MAHTOWA, CARLTON,
MINNESOTA; d. 8 Jan 1982, ST PAUL,
RAMSEY, MINNESOTA.

More About FRANCIS MANLEY
BRIST:

Burid: 11 Jan 1982, CALVARY
CEMETERY/ST PAUL, MINNESOTA
Occupation:
BOOKKEEPER/LAWYER/STATE
MEDICAL ATTORNEY

vi. GRACE BRIST, b. 1908; d. 1909. [4]

Lilian Aldrich Thayer,
Founder of “The Settlement School of

Music”
By Patricia Thayer Muno

Another donation to the Thayer Museum holdings
in my home has been received in the form of a sweet
little book (published in 1939), which was purchased
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on E-Bay by TFA member, Patty K. Stuart of
Hopland, California.

The book is a memoria to Lilian Aldrich Thayer
and was written by Elizabeth Hamilton, Dean of
“The Settlement School of Music” in Cincinnati,
Ohio. Miss Thayer was the person who established
that school. Inside it gives us an insight into the life
and achievements of yet another of our outstanding
Thayer cousins. Inside, it reads:

“Miss Thayer as a young girl studied music in
New York and later taught for nine years at the old
Oxford College, Oxford, Ohio. Afterwards she went
to Munich, Germany, and studied there under Herr
Preuse... When she returned to this country, she
joined the Cincinnati Conservatory Faculty. The
purpose of the Settlement School, which she
established, was to provide musical education and
training for gifted but poor students in every field of
music, without regard to race or creed. Miss Thayer
gave her own money to the school and aso had the
financia sponsorship of wealthy Cincinnatians. At
one time the school had a number of branches
throughout Southern Ohio. Miss Thayer operated the
school and also taught at the Conservatory... It
happens sometimes that only when a break occurs in
such a service do those who have seen its steady
progress realize how great and far-reaching have
been its benefactions.

Great numbers of students found joy in their study
a the Settlement School and its branch divisions...
The far reaching influence of the school and the
personal devotion of these students was indicated in
the fact that after Miss Thayer's withdrawa from
active service... no less than one thousand letters
followed her in an attempt to express something of
their deep appreciation of what her inspiration and
leadership had meant in their lives. Those who
understood her purpose and recognized the value of
her plan of reaching out so generoudly into other
lives varied from great musicians, aready secure in
their own professonal achievement, to young
hopefuls for whom the first vison of friendly
encouragement was opening a new world...”

One musician from Cdlifornia wrote about her: “I
don't think | ever knew anyone who lived a fuller
life than Lilian. One might say that she lived as
much in one lifetime as most people would in two or



threel Her memory
possessions.”

One young Negro student whom she had
encouraged wrote: “Such friends as she are so rare
that she can never be replaced. Through al my many
problems, she could always point the way. | don’'t
see how | can continue to study, and yet she would
wish me to. Certainly Heaven is a more beautiful
place with Miss Thayer there, but | do think that
Heaven needed her less than we do!”

A young man wrote from Porto Rico: “The
radiance of her unselfish life enfolded al creeds and
races. Her indomitable spirit of helping others
reached across an ocean and brought me to America
where | have had happiness and success.”

During the days following her active teaching and
directing of the school, there was no lessening of the
radiance of spirit that still gave strength and courage
to others and new understanding of the fine art of
living.

Lilian was born June 1875 in Cincinnati, Ohio, the
daughter of William Henry® (Stephen Holbrook’,
Seth®®,  Jonathan*®,  Ferdinando®,  Thomas')
THAYER and Jennie ALDRICH. [4]

is among my cherished

Civil War Veterans Update

In an earlier issue, we reported these individuals
as Civil War veterans. The information in bold is
new information just found by Martha Evans.

Joseph A. Thayer, 11 Mar 1834 - 1 Feb 1903; wife
Louise SMITH

Nathan Sage Thayer, 3 Feb 1841 - 25 Sep 1911;
wife Martha McCurdy

William Stager [RIN#25274]
Mercy Esther Thayer [4]

1830-1912; wife

Unplaced Thayers in Rhode Island
By Patricia Muno

THAYER, Axel, born Sep 1859 SWEDEN, married
abt 1883 to Amanda ( ). Resided in East
Providence, Providence, Rl in 1900.
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THAYER, Benjamin, born abt 1894; married 1814
to Maribah TABER in Newport, Newport, Rl. May
have been from “TAYER?” line of Thayers?
THAYER, Benjamin S., born 1835/1843; son of
Russell THAYER and Elizabeth KENYON.
Married 1859 in Richmond, Washington, RI to
Nancy M. WRIGHT. Also resided in
Hopkinton, Washington, RI.
THAYER, Byron D., Born Oct 1857 MA; married
abt 1880 to Harriet ( ), Resided in Burrillville,
Providence, RI in 1900.
THAYER, Charles Edward, born (about 18447);
married 1864 to Sarah M. BROWN In Providence,
Providence, RI.
THAYER, Chester, born about 1883, married
before 1920 Rachel ( ). Resided in Providence,
Providence, RI in 1920.
THAYER, Edward D., born Jan 1862 of New
London Co., CT; married about 1889 to Marietta
SLADE. Resided Newport, Newport, RI in 1920.
THAYER, Edward G., Born (abt 18197?); Married
1839 in Smithfield, Providence, Rl to Lucy H.
WHITAKER.
THAYER, George, born Mar 1864; married before
1900 to Ella MC MAHON. Resided in Providence,
Providence, Rhode Island in 1900.
THAYER, George, born about 1835 of Burrillville,
Providence, RI; married about 1859 to Julia
( ). They were parents of Emma born 1860
Douglas, Worcester, MA.
THAYER, George A., Born (abt 18497); married
bef. 1869 to Anna ( ). They were parents of
Aurilla  THAYER born 1870 in Johnston,
Providence, RI.
THAYER, George Edward, born (bef 19007?).
Married 1922 in Little Compton, Newport, RI to
Mabelle Ann FORBES.
THAYER, George Everett, born about 1863 (?);
married 1883 in Burrillville, Providence, RI to Lucy
Susanna HANKS/HAWKER.
THAYER, George K., Born 29 Jun 1823 in
Hopkinton, Washington, RI; son of Russell
THAYER and Elizabeth  KENYON. George
married 1846 in Richmond, Washington, RI to
Martha Elizabeth BABCOCK.
THAYER, Granville, born 29 Jul 1890 of
Providence, Providence, RI. Married before 1920 to
Ethel ( ). Granville died Oct 1986. Also
resided in MA.



THAYER, Henry, born (before 18207); married
(before 1844720 to Anne METCALF. They were the
parents of Ellen Leroy THAYER born 7 May 1845
in Woonsocket, Providence, RI.

THAYER, Henry B., Born about 1853 Newport,
Newport, RI; son of William and Sarah THAYER.
Married 1887 in Framingham, MA to Mary E.
STONE.

THAYER, James L., Born about 1830 of RI;
married before 1880 to Margaret ( ). Resided
in West Grenwich, Kent Co., Rhode Island in 1880.
THAYER, John S., Born (about 1829?) Of Boston,
MA; married 20 Dec 1849 in Providence,
Providence, RI to Philenia W. HARLEY.
THAYER, John Weaver, born (about 18567);
married 26 Apr 1876 in Newport, Newport, RI to
Mary Ann SMITH. Was he of the “TAYER” line
of Thayer?

THAYER, Jonas M., Born (about 18447?); married
(before 18647) to Abby C. LANDERS. They were
parents of Clara Louisa THAYER born 28 May
1865 Newport, Newport, RI.

THAYER, Joseph, born about 1745 in RI; married
19 Mar 1769 in Swansea, Bristol, MA to Sarah
BROWN. They were the parents of 5 children.
Resided in Newport, Newport, RI.

THAYER, Martin D., Born about 1872 RI; married
bef. 1920 to Lena F. ( ). Resided in
Providence, Providence, Rhode Island in 1920.
THAYER, Nathan P., Born 1836 RI; married about
1869 to Elizabeth F. ( ). Heresided in CT, PA
and NJ.

THAYER, Newell M., Born Sep 1822 MA; married
before 1862 to Mary J. ( ). They were parents
of Nelson Byron THAYER born 25 Jan 1863 in
Johnston, Providence, RI.

THAYER, Ottawell or Worrell, born (about
1815?) MA; married Marion ( ). Two children
born RI. Resided in Western District, Wayne county,
VA in 1860 (Data HJT).

THAYER, Paul B., Born (about 1780?) RI; married
22 Jun 1800 in Newport, Newport, Rl to Lydia
TAYLOR. Possibly part of “TAYER” family of
Thayers?

THAYER, Richard, born about 1823 Smithfield,
Providence, RI; son of Richard THAYER
and Hannah STONE. Married 5 Oct 1845 in Alton,
Belknap, NH to Tamson DOE.
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THAYER, Richard, born about 1795 in Smithfield,
Providence, R; married (about 1815?) To Hannah
STONE. They were parents of 4 known children.
THAYER, Russell, born about 1800 of Hopkinton,
Washington, RI; son of Smith THAYER and
Rachel MARTIN; married about 1822 to Elizabeth
KENYON. They were parents of 4 known children.
THAYER, Russell A., Born April 1825 RI; married
before 1880 to Henrietta A. ( ). Resided in
Allentown, Lehigh, PA in 1880 and 1900. Possible
son of Allen THAYER and Rhoda BALLOU?
THAYER, Smith, born about 1770; married 28 Mar
1793 in Gloucester, Providence, Rl to Rachel
MARTIN. They were parents of two known sons.
THAYER, Smith, born about 1801; possible son of
Smith  THAYER and Rachel MARTIN? He
married before 1850 to Lucy ( ). Resided in
Phelps, Ontario, NY in 1850.

THAYER, Squire W., born about 1800 of
“Mansfield, RI.; Died a sea on Brig. Pocahontas.”
Data from Rl Gazeteer of 23 Mar 1822.

THAYER, Walter A., born (about 1870?) of RI;
married (about 1893?) Hattie L. ( ). Resided in
Wallingford, Rutland, VT.

THAYER, William, born about 1840 RI; married
about 1872 to Eva B. ( ). Resided in West
Side, Crawford county, IA.

THAYER, William, born May 1860 RI; married
before 1900 to Mary ( ). Resided in  Cohoes,
Albany, New Y ork in 1900.

THAYER, William, born about 1832 RI; married
before 1853 to Sarah ( ). Resided in
Newport, Newport, Rl about 1853.

THAYER, William H., born Jul 1839 MA; married
about 1879 to Catherine F. ( ). Resided in
Providence, Providence, Rhode Island in 1900.
THAYER, William O., Born about 1841 RI; son of
Russell THAYER and Elizabeth KENYON.
Married 3 Jul 1861 in Richmond, Washington, RI to
Almira H. CLARKE. [&]

Thayer-Witsell Chicago Family
Reunion 2002

Jduly 3-7, 2002, Location: Omni Suites, Chicago, 676
N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60611, (800) 843-
6664 or (312) 944-6664. Hotdl islocated in the heart
of Chicago's "Magnificent Mile" center of world-



class retail, cultural and entertainment attractions.
Hotel rates are $149/night per suite. Please book
your own reservations.

Seed money. It's that time again; time to send in
your seed money to take advantage of early bird
registration rates. Early bird fees are:
$150 - Families of two adults with or without
dependant children.
$100 - Single independent adult, not in school
whether or not living with parents.
$100 - Single parent with dependent children.
$100 - Senior citizens, aged 65 +, single or couple.
Family members aged 80 and above have the option
not to pay seed moniesif they so desire.

Anyone who does not send in their seed money by
February 28, 2002, will have to pay alate fee of $25.
Please send checks payable to Edith Siler and mail
to: Mrs. Edith Siler, 5000 Cornell, Apt. 20A,
Chicago, IL 60615

Marcia McGhee and Larry Newman are working
hard to present to you a complete and accurate
Ancestor and Descendents Family Chart at our
Heritage Reunion in Chicago. To submit information
to Marcia, please email her at OneMarcia@aol.com
Contact A. Siler for further information at emall
a siler2001@yahoo.com [4]

Words from the President

Congratulations to the James B. Thayer family.
Their generous contribution to the Publishing Fund
much appreciated. Our hats are off for Jm Thayer's
foresight to offer a chalenge to motivate TFA to
jump-start our mission to publish many Thayer
books. Please don't relax now. We must continue to
encourage more and more books. It's my dream that
some authors will write some interesting novels
about our ancestors.

Because of low interest in Thayeritage, we are
suggesting that we aso bring examples of our
hobbies. Let your imagination be your guide:
photography, needlework, poetry, collections etc.
Most of us are collectors of some sort. Why not
bring a sample of what interests you?

Thank you to al who returned questionnaires.
They will be reviewed a our annua meeting.
Because of only 22 responses and two different
forms used, it was difficult to reach a consensus.
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| am looking forward to a great meeting in
Braintree, MA in June. One of my goals is to meet
as many of my kinfolk as possible. The Thayer
family has made many, many contributions to our
great country that all should be proud of.

My grandfather came from MA on an Orphan
Train and built the largest apiary in the State of
Michigan. In spite of his abnormal childhood, the
apiary flourished and produced one hundred tons of
honey one year.

| hope many of you are making Braintree a part of
your vacation plans. We have severd events
scheduled that should be of interest to al our
membership.

See you there.
Curtis Thayer, President TFA

Historian’s Report Feb 2002

| have often been asked about how | got my start
in this Thayer Genealogy Project. This response is a
tribute to my dear father, Clifford Robert Thayer,
who passed away 1 Oct 2001.

Daddy was my |nsp|rat|on and in the beginni ng
| commenced genedlogica research specificaly to
find our Thayer connection. He was born 11 Oct
1918 in Adin, Modoc, CA, the youngest of four
children born to Joseph Frank THAYER and Hallie
May LINTON. His father, “Frank” died during the
Great Influenza Epidemic when Daddy was only
three months old. He never knew his father, and by
the time he was old enough to ask his mother about



his Thayer heritage, she could no longer remember
much about her deceased husband. She never met his
parents, Joseph Frank THAYER and Cora A. CARR
from Massachusetts. | remember as a child how
tormented Daddy was because he wished to know
about his heritage and he set out to discover
whatever he could learn about this people called
Thayer. In the 1950's he attempted contacting
Goodspeed's in hopes of finding a copy of Generdl
Bezded Thayer's 1874 genealogy. He learned there
were none to be found.

In March 1988 | made a trip to Braintree, MA and
met with the late H. Hobart Holly. | was delighted to
find that the Braintree Historica Society had
reprinted copies of this sought after “treasure.” | had
already accumulated a massive amount of Thayer
genealogical information in my pursuit for our
connection, and asked Mr. Holly how | could help. |
offered to do an index to the 1874 work, but Holly’s
response was “Well, you could, but you would still
end up with a very faulty product.” This is when |
decided that there had to be something done to make
the record right and | set out to research every
Thayer in the United States prior to 1920. |
personally extracted Thayersin the 1880, 1900, 1910
and 1920 census records; vital and other records
from the 1600's to the present in every state in the
union. | corresponded with scores of Thayer families
everywhere. In the process, | have been successful in
helping hundreds of Thayer families. My reward was
in knowing | had been able to make these
individuals so elated when they FINALLY knew of
their correct lineages.

| was aware that there had not been an accurate
representation of the Thayer family lineage in over
360 years that our family had been in this country.
When it became evident that | had so much
information that it would be a crime NOT to share, |
met with our friend, James Burdett Thayer, who at
the time lived only a few miles from us in
Beaverton, Oregon. Jim suggested that probably the
best way to get some help with my publishing
project would be in the formation of a Thayer
organization. He then proceeded to meet with Mr.
Holly and Philip Standish Thayer in Massachusetts
and got the ball rolling in the forming of the Thayer
Families Association. The rest is history.

Just about 4 years ago, Daddy was diagnosed with
Alzheimer’'s Disease. | knew then that | probably
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would not reach my goa in providing him with his
Thayer connection before he left this earthly life. It
was very difficult to see this warm and loving
individual robbed of his very person. He had a
cherished sense of humor-even up until the week he
died. The youngsters loved it when he joked with
them about his missing right thumb, which he had
accidentally cut off while chopping wood about age
11.

He was an active member of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and served as a Bishop,
Stake Mission President and High Councilman for
many years in the Klamath Oregon stake. He was a
legendary outdoorsman. Fishing and hunting were
his passions. He tied his own flies (see photo) and
reloaded his own shells. He served for many years as
Secretary of the Western Council of Independent
Timber Workers Union. Yes! He had sawdust in his
veins

He was loved by al who knew him, and athough
he would occasionally repeat himself and ask the
same questions, he never became “bothersome.”
The last visit | paid to him just a week before his
death, he immediately knew me when | waked
through the door. Our dear step-mother, Joyce (now
of Price, UT), whom he married in 1987, deserves a
medal for her loving patience and kind care of Dad
during his find vyears. Daddy’'s integrity, his
exemplar life and teachings will live with us forever.

During the move from Oregon to Utah, my
father’s death, various illnesses, computer problems
and a New Year’'s Eve burn accident, | have falen
way behind in my correspondence. Thanks to each
for your patience with me. | gratefully acknowledge
the extended services of my vauable assistant,
Henry Jerome (“Jerry”) Thayer, of Hampton, VA for
al his kind help in the gathering of Thayer
genedlogica information. NEW TFA members, do |
have your Thayer connection? Peatricia

From Patricia’s Mail Bag

The following query from Jennifer M. Constantino
was forwarded to me by assistant, Jerry Thayer in
VA on 11 January 2002:

"Great web gte... it will take some time to go
through it to find what | am looking for however, |
was wondering if you could help me.



“My husband's family is trying to find a clock
from their past sold to an Elizabeth Anna Thayer by
Jennie A. Babcock.

“The 18 foot high clock was invented and
constructed by Felix Meier from Detroit, Michigan
in 1895. There was a letter from Ms. Elizabeth Anna
Thayer from New York in regard to the clock she
purchased from Jennie A. Babcock. Elizabeth wrote
the letter to Felix Meer seeking his assstance in
repairing the clock. Elizabeth mentions that she
plans on selling the clock in the letter.

“We are unsure if Elizabeth sold the clock after
that and to whom. We have one source that reports
that Tiffany & Co. owned the clock, however,
Tiffany & Co. is unable to verify, as their older
records were lost in afire.

“Elizabeth’ s address at the time of the |etter was:
142 E. 18" Street, New York, NY.

“The name of the clock is "The American
National and Astronomical Clock." We are trying to
locate any family members who may know of this
clocks existence and/or if it was sold. The clock is a
rather large 18 feet in height so this is no small
timepiece.

“Please write if you know any information or of
any relatives | may email or write to. Your response
would be greatly appreciated either way. Sincerely,
Jennifer M. Constantino.”

22011 Elizabeth
St. Clair Shores, M1 48080
email: MrsCi no@aol com

| happened to mention to TFA member John
Howard Thayer of NY that | was searching for
information on an early Thayer Circus which had
been in the state of CT. One of my earliest
correspondents had written to me years ago asking
about this as it concerned her ancestor. | have lost
track of whom it was that wrote to me, as | did not
get it computerized. John took it upon himself to do
some searching for me and contacted Hart Smith
who has a web site on Great American Circuses
(http://hartlandsmith.tripod.com)

"Dr." James Thayer was a highly successful clown
and Charles Noyes was a capable trainer. As youths
each worked with various circuses. Together they
comprised the strength of the Dan Rice Circus about
1860. The following year each had a show of his
own, Noyes leasing the Rice show. From 1862 until
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1869 they had the Thayer & Noyes Circus in
successful operation. They were caught up in the
disastrous circus season of 1869, when only six of 28
shows lasted out the season, and Thayer & Noyes
Circus was sold at auction. Noyes had the C. W.
Noyes Crescent City Circus, 1869-1874. Thayer
represented P. T. Barnum on the Barnum show that
was leased to O'Brien. In 1877 and 1879 Thayer had
small shows of his own.

Hart said the material was taken from a
"PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN
CIRCUS' by John and Alice Durant, published by
A.S. Barnes and Co., New Y ork, copyright 1957.

He added: "If you go to the search engine
GOOGLE GROUPS, you should ask for
at.circusarts This is a newsgroup read by circus
performers and circus hobbyists. You can post a
letter on this newsgroup asking for further Thayer
information. Someone might be able to tell you more
Thayer circus history."

If anyone takes up this challenge, please inform
me of any sgnlflcant findings

Jerry Thayer aso found the foIIowmg interesting
article on the web:

“Brooklyn Standard Argus March 6, 1882. Three
Hundred Grains of Arsenic Found In Bessie
THAYER 's Stomach- A Mystery Made More
Mysteries. Dr. BARCLAY, of the Long Island
College Hospital, has finished the analysis of the
viscera of Elizabeth M.THAYER, the girl who died
after eating molasses candy. The doctor reports that
he found 300 grains of arsenic in the intestines,
which is more than half an ounce in weight, or equal
in weight to all the candy she ate. The doctor thinks
the arsenic was eaten in pure or in a crystalized
form, but how or where the poison was obtained,
and how the child took it are still matters of
mystery.”

We believe she was Elizabeth® (Joseph Stevens®,
Issac Freeman’, Zebah®, Zachariah®™, Nathaniel®,
Richard®®) THAYER. The family lived in Brooklyn
in 1880 and in NYC in 1900. Elizabeth was born
about 1872 in Long Island, NY. Alice Kissal found
severa origina early photos of other members of
this family on E-bay which she helped me to
purchase. Does anyone have additional information
on "Bessie's' tragedy?



Several of my correspondents have forwarded
advertisements to me from the Thayer company of
Mankato, MN which specialize in "Enclose-aCards.”
| contacted this company several years ago and they
informed me that they had NO connect to the Thayer
family, but only used the name for their business.

Ancther of my correspondents has written asking
about the county Thornbury, England appeared in
1906. The published novelist, Ciji Ware, is writing a
novel in which she has named her main character
"JD. Thaye" who has come to Cadlifornia from
Massachusetts during the Gold Rush. In 1906 he is
telling about his family's origins in England. Ciji
promised me that she would inform me about the
availability of her book when it comes out some
time next year.

Charlotte "Chawn" Thayer-Davis has shared a
photo of her beautiful family taken 4 Jul 2001 at
Deep Creek, Maryland where
the family has met for the

past three years.
States Chawn: "Deep Creek
Lake, Garrett County,

Maryland is important to all
of us. Our ancestors, three
brothers, Murray, Stephen,
and Job, traveled from
Massachusetts to Garrett
County in 1819. Job and
Murray went into Southern
WV, however, Murray
returned to Garrett County,
and we are his descendants.
Stephen's descendants still
live in the county as well."

In the photo, left to right: Twins Galen and Nik,

Chawn, Dallas, Taylor and Thayer.

For those who have been wondering about the line
on author Steve Thayer who was brilliantly
portrayed in our winter Thayer Quarterly newsletter:
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Steve Leonard™ (Pliny Allen'?, Lester Harvey',
Louis Luther'®, Willian Harvey®, Luther®, Rufus’,

Caeb®, Jonathan®®,  Ferdinando?, Thomas')
THAYER.
We have finally moved into our permanent home

here in Utah (see address elsewhere). Work
continues on my new office and "Thayer Museum."
Artifacts continue to trickle in. One kind lady bought
an early Minneapolis Thayer photo at an estate sale
and contacted us with hope of finding his family so
that they could be happily reunited. | am working on
that now with a possible living descendant.

A Thayer family bible was recently sold on E-bay
for around $50. | did not learn about it until it was
too late. | believe it should have gone to the family
of Phillips Tillinghast Thayer, but | have been
unable to contact members of that family.

Membership Report

ISTHISYOUR LAST THAYER QUARTERLY?

If you have not renewed your dues for 2002 it
could well be! Look at the mailing label on this
' - Quarterly. If the
“Membership
Expires’ date is
Jan 1, 2002 it
will be your last
| unless you
' renew
immediately.
Our dues are the
same as they
have been since
the beginning -
$15 annually for
an individua
membership and
$25 for a family
membership
(two members a the same  malling
address). Address to TFA, C. Russell Thayer, Sec,,
1024 Main St., Hanover, MA 02339-1440.

New Dues Policy
The Membership Committee has adopted a new
dues policy. You should see on your mailing label of



this publication “Membership Expires’ followed by

Change of Address Form

If you will be moving in the near future and
have your new address, please clip this out or
photo copy and mail to the Treasurer, R.
Clinton Thayer at:

10 Quinley Way

Waterford, CT 05385-4128

(or email datato: ClintThayer@aol.com)

Name:

Old Address:

City: State:

Zip:

NEW Address:

City: State:

Zip:

New members who join after the first of the year
will have the month in which they join as ther
membership expiration date. Current members who
renew late  will have their  expiration
date changed to the month in which they renew.

This could result in your missing a copy of the
Thayer Quarterly. So, please renew early to keep
your membership active.

We currently have 625 members, including 89
family memberships.

We are very pleased to welcome the following
new members and encourage anyone, including new
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA.

We have membersin Australia, Canada, Dominican
Republic, England, Japan and Panama, as well as
forty-six states and the District of Columbia, so
distance is not a problem. If you would like to
volunteer even just alittle of your time please let our
president, Curt Thayer, know at
<cdthayer@earthlink.net>, or me, Clint Thayer at
<CIntThayer@aol.com>.
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Ambrose, Harry & Shirley Ulshoefer Thayer,
Leesburg, FL

Burke, Shirley Thayer, Chittenango, NY

Capistrant, Joseph, Alexandria, MN

Carter, Catherine P., Long Green, MD

Durkee, 1V, Richard Randolph, Winchester, NH
Flaherty, Edward P. & Judy M., Billerica, MA
Kennedy, Max C., Omaha, NE

Knox, Dorothea G., Portsmouth, NH

Mallory, Joyce Thayer, Y psilanti, M

Reynolds, Delores, Anchorage, AK

Thayer, Bettie, Green Valley, AZ

Thayer, Donna M., Y psilanti, Ml

Thayer, Dixon Wayne, Frederic, WI

Thayer, Donald Cushing, Holiday Idand, AR

Thayer, James Michadl & Vicki Jo Cadwell, Olala,
WA

Thayer, Kristine M., Sacramento, CA

Thayer, Patricia, Miami Beach, FL

Thayer, Matthew Henson & Irene, Minneapolis, MN
Thayer, Robert Francis, Bothwell, UT

Thayer, Roger Clinton, Tahlequah, OK

Thayer, Thomas Frederick, Auburn, WA

Ward, Judith Due, Littlerock, CA

Please notify the Membership Committee if you are
aware of any errors in your record. Also, if | have
missed anyone in thislist let me know.

IMPORTANT: Recently, severa members have
reported they have not been receiving mailings from
TFA “for some time’. Upon checking we find that
the mailing addresses of the members have changed,
but the Committee has not been notified. The
Membership Committee must be kept informed of
your current address. The Thayer Quarterly and
other mailings from the Association are sent bulk
rate, and the U.S. Post Office most often will not
forward this material, even if you have left a
forwarding address with them. Despite our many
pleas we frequently have members who are not
receiving our mailings because we do not have an
up-to-date address. You may contact me with
address changes or any other membership concerns.

Clint (Ralph Clinton, J.) Thayer, Membership
Chairman

10 Quinley Way, Waterford, CT 06385-4128

Tel. 860-443-1178, Email: ClntThayer@aol.com



From the Editor...

What can | write for an article? | receive this question
a lot of regarding what people can submit. Well, the
simplest answer is, anything. War ancestors and family
history have recently been suggested. Family history, a
two or three page article of your line going back four
generations would be great. How you located a relative, a
family reunion, or even how you found a cemetery or
headstone you had been researching make wonderful
reading. If you have a good story or family history that
you find interesting, you can amost be certain that the
membership with be interested in it as well.

| look at this as away of preserving history. There are
things that you have done or heard about that most people
can only image. And if you don't tell the story or share
the experience, it is lost forever. Another good type of
article iswhat | call a genera information article. | have
tried to put one of these in each issue. These articles are
on preserving photographs, recording research, or even
finding headstones. If you have a story relating to genera
information, genealogy or history related, by al means
contact me.

Keep in mind, in order to maintain this newdetter at 20
pages per issue, 80 pages a year (except 2001 which was

100 pages, a rare 5 issue year), | need your articles and
stories to share with the membership. The more articles |
receive, the larger the newdletters.

The last two issues were late getting mailed out, and |
sincerely apologize for that. Remember that your Editor
lives in Japan and serves in the military. | do get pulled
away from time to time. We are trying to get things in
place to alleviate thisin the future.

I can be contacted viaemail at: thayer@geneal ogist.net
or by post at the address listed on the back page.

I challenge each member to submit at least one article,
after all, it'syour newdletter.

Stories Needed

Stories are adways welcome, and needed in order to
maintain your newdletter. Please consider sharing a
Thayer related family with the rest of your family.
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address
listed on the back of this newdetter or email them.
Fedling timid? Just send the information and | will write
the article for you. Editor [4]

Membership Form

Please check the date on the mailing label on the back page of this issue; it should indicate PD 01, which means your dues are
PAID for the year 2001. If you have paid for more years, the date is indicated by the last two digits of the year. We encourage
you to renew your membership before the end of the year to maintain uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter.

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewa Family Membership.
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association.

Please check one:  Annual Dues $15.00 New Single Membership Renewal of Single Membership
Annual Dues $25.00 New Family Membership Renewal of Family Membership

Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.

First member name:

Second member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total:

Address:

City, State, Country and Zip:

Email address:

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association
1024 Main Street
Hanover, MA 02339-1440
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR
PSC 473 BOX 1837

FPO, AP 96349-5555

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamily.com

For all officia business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer:
Thayer Families Association
1024 Main Street
Hanover, MA 02339-1440
Email: crt42@earthlink.net

For genedlogicad queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno
Thayer Family Historian
1352 Canyon Road #139
Ogden, UT 84404
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com

Please include an SASE if you need areply.

The Thayer Quarterly O (copyright 1994-2001, all rights
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion
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of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers,
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun);
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present;
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available
on CD-ROM in PDF format, please specify paper or CD when
ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for non-
members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 1024 Main
Street, Hanover, MA, 02339-1440) A cumulative index,
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the
newsletter (prior to the current issue) is available for $10 to the
above address.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor,
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via
the Internet are aso welcomed. Send typed articles to the
address in the return address block of this page or email the
editor a thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file
containing the article. Your articles and submissions may be
edited (respectfully) for length and readability. Please provide
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited
to XOU' Deadline for submission to the Summer Issue is June
25", @



