
 
1 

  à{x g{tçxÜ dâtÜàxÜÄç  
A   Q U E S T   F O R   Y O U R   H E R I T A G E  

June 2002  Thayer Families Association 1024 Main St. Hanover, MA 02339-1440      Volume 10, Issue 2 
www.ThayerFamily.com                                                                                                                                                               Summer 

 
Thayer Families Association 

Minutes of the 12th Annual Meeting 
June 29, 2002 

 
    Meeting was called to order by President Curtis 
Rowe Thayer at 1:45 PM with 62 present. 
    Curt thanked those who had worked so hard for 
the TFA meeting, and especially Rick Thayer. 
    Rev. C. Russell Thayer, Chaplain, who took the 
time to ask for those who had passed away during 
the past year, gave opening prayer. Several were 
mentioned and prayer was given for each of them. 
    The president introduced each of the present 
officers and thanked them for their support. A round 
of applause was given for the entire board. 
    Brian Kohlner, Executive director of the Braintree 
Historical Society was introduced as the main 
speaker for the day. He spoke on the history of 
Braintree, which at one time included Randolph, 
Quincy and Holbrook. The town was famous for it’s 
varied industry, including barrel making. Ice cutting 
and the shoe industry changed the face of Braintree. 
He also spoke on the Old Colony Railroad and its 
impact even today on Braintree. He was given a 
round of applause upon completion. 
    The Secretary’s Report was read along with the 
report of the various subjects dealt with by the Board 
during the year. The report was accepted 
unanimously. 
    Curt congratulated the family on meeting the 
challenge for the Thayer Families Publishing Fund 
and announced that Mike Thayer had transferred 
$10, 717.32 to the publishing fund. 
    Clinton Thayer Jr. moved that a vote of thanks be 
given to outgoing Secretary C. Russell Thayer for 
his years of service as Secretary. It was seconded 
and unanimously voted by applause. 

    Curt asked all first time attendees to stand and be 
counted. Twenty people stood and were thanked for 
coming. 
    Clinton Thayer Jr. gave the treasurer’s report. It 
was moved, seconded and voted unanimously to 
accept the treasurer’s report.   
    Madora Thayer Boyd gave the auditing report and 
announced the books were in order. 
    Clinton Thayer Jr. gave the budget report. A 
question was asked regarding the small amount for 
recruitment in the budget. It was suggested that we 
might have a contact person in each state to be one 
to recruit new members. The Board will take this 
subject under advisement. The budget was approved 
unanimously. 
    The membership report was given with 530 
members on the rolls. There are 79 family members, 
10 organizations to which we mail the TQ, and 5 pro 
bono or honorary members. The membership 
chairman asked that if you move or change address, 
please notify him immediately so as to avoid 
interruption of the TQ and correspondence. 
    Curt announced that Patricia Thayer Muno had 
won the prize for recruitment of members. 
    Patricia Thayer Muno gave the Genealogist 
Report. She also honored Mr. & Mrs. Russell Knox 
on their 60th wedding anniversary celebrated today. 
    Jerry Thayer read the Thayer Quarterly Editors 
report from Rodney Lee Thayer. It was suggested 
that we do the TQ by electronic format to those who 
have the ability – incoming president Al Morton will 
look into this Madora offered pictures of gravestones 
to anyone who wanted them – available on table in 
rear. Jerry offered help to those who want to use his 
computer for information after the meeting. 
    Chairman C. Russell Thayer gave the Nominating 
Committee Report. 
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    Judith Young-Thayer gave the special projects 
report. We have raised $241.50 from T-shirts, pins, 
etc. 
    Judy also gave her report for being TFA 
Ambassador to other Thayer gatherings. She and 
Jerry went to Virginian for the Bradford/Thayer 
family reunion and Sutton, W. Virginia for the Joe 
Thayer family meeting. 
 
Old business 
 
    There is $26,500 in the Thayer Families 
Publishing Fund 
    Curt asked for nominations for the Nominating 
Committee for next year. The following were 
nominated: Donna Thayer, Ed Johnson, and Barbara 
Young. Nominations were closed and the secretary 
instructed to cast one ballot for the slate.  Ballot cast. 
    C. Russell Thayer gave the Nominating 
Committee Report. Further nominations were asked 
for with none forthcoming. Nominations closed and 
the Secretary asked to cast one ballot for the slate.  
The ballot was cast and all officers and Board 
members were elected. 
    Secretary C. Russell Thayer read the report of the 
minutes from the Executive Board meeting of June 
28. The report was accepted as read. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
C. Russell Thayer, Secretary t 
 
 

Thayer Families Association 
Executive Board Minutes 

June 28, 2002 
Noon 

 
    Those present: James Thayer, Judith Young-
Thayer, R. Clinton Thayer, Jr., Albert Thayer 
Morton, Madora Thayer Boyd, Edwin R. Johnson, 
C. Russell Thayer & Curtis Ross Thayer.  In 
addition Albert Thayer Morton held Rodney Lee 
Thayer’s proxy. 
    Meeting was called to order by Curtis Thayer at 
12:12 p.m. 
1. First order of business was a discussion 

regarding the joining together with Braintree 
Historical Society. Brian Kohlner has a problem 

with the length of the Thayer Quarterly. Also it 
was reported that BHS board was not interested 
at this time. Russ Thayer moved, seconded by Ed 
Johnson that TFA not join together with BHS at 
this time. This was voted unanimously. 

2. The mailing address in Braintree – Should we 
have a steady address that will not change to 
avoid confusing our membership? It was 
suggested that we contact Braintree Parcel 
Express and arrange for all mail to come there.  
They then will forward it to the designated 
person. Al Morton moved, seconded by Judy 
Young-Thayer, that we establish a TFA Post 
Office Box and mail forwarding service with 
Braintree Parcel Express. This passed 
unanimously. 

3. Forwarding address: Judy moved seconded by 
Jim that the president be given authority to select 
the forwarding address for mail. Passed 
unanimously. 

4. Massachusetts Tax Address: Ed Johnson 
moved, seconded by Judy Young-Thayer that 
Will Thayer’s address in Springfield, MA be 
used as the “official” address for tax purposes in 
Massachusetts. Passed unanimously. 

5. Future Meetings: A discussion was held as to 
where we should hold future TFA Annual 
Meetings. There were an equal number of those 
wishing to return to West Point and those 
wishing to have the meetings in other venues 
around the country. Russ Thayer moved, 
seconded by Jim Thayer, that TFA holds its 
annual meetings on the odd number years in a 
place other than Braintree. It passed 8 votes in 
favor and 1 abstention. 

6. 2003 Annual Meeting: Curt Thayer invited TFA 
to come to Michigan for the 2003 Annual 
Meeting.  Russ Thayer moved, seconded by Judy 
Young-Thayer that we accept Curt’s invitation 
and hold our annual meeting in Michigan in 
2003. It passed with 8 votes in favor and 1 
abstention. 

7. By-Law Changes: A discussion was held 
regarding the size of the Executive Board. It was 
decided to table this discussion for the time 
being. 

8. Russ notified the board that we had an opening 
on nominating committee report for Secretary. 
Madora agreed to serve as secretary and Judy 
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agreed to be nominated for the board position 
left vacant by Madora. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Charles Russell Thayer, Secretary t 

 
 

Thayer Families Association 
Executive Board 

2002-2003 
 

PRESIDENT: 
Albert Thayer Morton  
115 Willow Pond Way 
Penfield, NY  14526-2621 
Phone: 716-377-4174 
Fax: 716-388-1364 
E-mail: ThayerATM@aol.com 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT:  
C. Russell Thayer 
PO Box 248 
Damariscotta, ME  04543-0248 
Phone: (W) 207-563-3587 
 (H) 207-563-2599 
E-mail: crt42@tidewater.net 
 
SECRETARY: 
Madora Thayer Boyd 
PO Box 745 
Rochester, WA  98579-0745 
Phone: 360-691-2090 
E-mail: Matboyd@aol.com 
 
TREASURER:        
Curtis Ross Thayer (2004)     
2900 Thayer Road      
Freeland, MI  48623-9412     
Phone: 517-695-9113      
E-mail: cdthayer@earthlink.net   
   
DIRECTORS: 
Rodney Lee Thayer (2004)     
PSC 473 Box  1837  
FPO, AP  96349-1837 
Phone: 81-6160-43-3280 (Japan)    
E-mail: rlthayer@ysa.attmil.ne.jp    
  

R. Clinton Thayer, Jr (2004)     
27 Beechwood Drive      
Waterford, CT.  05385-1212      
Phone: 860-443-1178      
E-mail: ClintThayer@aol.com   
        
Edwin R. Johnson (2003) 
8 Coach Road 
Walpole, MA  02081-2103 
Phone: 508-668-6379 
E-mail: ejbj_02081@yahoo.com 
 
James Loren Thayer (2003) 
1060 Smith Hill Road SE 
Corydon, IN  47112-5364 
Phone: 812-738-1481 
E-mail: Jthayer@ipapilot.org 
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer (2004) 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd 
Hampton, VA  23669-153 
Phone: 757-851-5139 
E-mail: JLYThayer@aol.com t 
 
 

Visiting Thornbury - Again 
By RaJean Thayer Vawter 

 
ast year, a long dreamed of vacation in 
England enabled me to visit Thornbury, the 
home of many of our Thayer ancestors.(See 

the Sept. 2000 issue of The Thayer Quarterly) I 
thought it would be a long time before I would be 
able to visit again. However, much to my surprise, a 
last-minute ministry assignment caused me to be 
back in England in September. Though our time was 
crunched, we did manage to run over to Thornbury 
for just a couple of hours. 
    The first thing we did when we arrived was to 
head for the center of town. A block away from the 
old historic town pump is a nicely converted section 
of old shops. Blocked off from traffic, it is now a 
very pleasant shopping area. One of the older 
buildings in this “mall” was built in 1679, used for 
the John Atwell Free School from 1708-1870, then 
later as The Church Institute. Though it is now the 
Compleat Cookshop, the community is still very 
proud that Thornbury residents considered education 
for all of importance back in the early 18th century.  

L
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    Since last year we’d been unable to locate the 
Westwing School, we wanted to see it this year. 
Asking directions of the clerk in a card shop, a 
customer stepped forward declaring, “I know right 
where it is; my niece went to school there.” Jean 
McKinnis not only gave us good directions to the 
school, she insisted on walking a couple blocks with 
us to make sure we saw the newly dedicated pump 
that residents had erected. Located in the center of 
The Plain (re: round-about) the new pump is a 
modern replica of the original one that had been 
removed in 1924 against the wishes of many local 
residents. Town fathers thought it was an obstruction 
to traffic - which it was. So is the new replica, but 
now, they don’t care. 
    McKinnis wanted us to see a little fountain nearby 
also. This fountain had been erected by public 
subscription in addition to a window in Thornbury 
Church “to the memory of Lieutenant Hector 
Maclaime, Royal Horse Artillery, who was taken 
prisoner while trying to get water for the wounded, 
after the battle of Maiward, and was afterwards 
murdered in the camp of Ayoub Khar, near 
Candahar, on 1st September 1880.” 
    McKinnis was quite excited about a big 
celebration the town had held last year. She said 
everyone had dressed in period costumes and 
marched through the town, ending at the Thornbury 
Church and Castle area where a replica of the 
original town had been constructed in a vacant lot 
across the street from the church. All along the way, 
reenactments of local historical events took place - 
including the “hanging” of a man for his religious 
convictions. I had already told her that a couple of 
my ancestor’s grave stones were in the church so I 
asked her if any Thayers had been persecuted for 
their beliefs. “Probably.” She replied matter of 
factly. “That happened a lot you know.” Thanks to 
Patricia Muno, we know that John Billington, a 
Thayer ancestor, came to America on the Mayflower 
in 1620 which was full of pilgrims - not a very 
popular religion in a era of strong Anglicanism. 
Though Billington was born in County Lincolnshire, 
not Thornbury in Gloucestershire, the connection has 
caused me to wonder. Patricia had discovered that 
the Thayer family were probably not on the low end 
of the class system. This was confirmed by the 
“Heritage Trail” guide, prepared especially for last 
year’s celebration. On page 20 the Thayer family is 

listed as one of the “prominent local families.” All 
this information has caused me to surmise that quite 
possibly some or many of the early Thayers who 
immigrated to America did not leave home for 
purely economic reasons. 
    We said goodbye to Jean McKinnis, did some 
shopping, then headed out of town to find the 
Westwing School. Sure enough, as reported in the 
May 2001 Thayer Quarterly, the school was vacant. 
However, we saw no “For Sale” sign, but a light was 
on in one of the buildings and a day or two worth of 
mail was stacked up by the door of the main 
building. I walked around and was quite impressed 
with the situation. The main building seems to be 
right out of “Ann of Green Gables”. It was easy to 
imagine all the ways the students probably played, 
scared each other, and caused their teachers great 
consternation. Several other buildings, including a 
more modern chapel, are located on the grounds. 
The school itself has a waist-high stone fence along 
the narrow road in front. On the other side of the 
road was a field of corn growing right up next to the 
road. 
    Before we left the school, Jean McKinnis drove 
up. When she’d left us at the town pump in 
Thornbury, she’d gone to the city hall and gotten the 
Heritage Trail guidebook for us. She had hoped we’d 
still be there because she thought we’d be interested 
in the information that had been collected for last 
year’s celebration. When she learned that we needed 
to head on back to London for our flight home, she 
insisted on leading us “the easy way” (which was the 
back way) out of town. Following her, we found 
ourselves on a very narrow (barely wide enough for 
one car) road with very tall (10-12 ft.) hedgerows on 
either side. She took us through the village of 
Alveston, to the edge of Thornbury where we could 
pick up the A38 that would take us to the M4 
carriageway leading to London. We were amazed at 
the generous hospitality of the woman as well as her 
energy. She had certainly been a godsend to us, 
helping us find what we were looking for in the short 
amount of time we had. She also gave us the 
impression that Thornbury is quite a nice place to 
live. t 
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Raymond Cleo Thayer 
By RaJean Thayer Vawter 

 
aymond Cleo Thayer was born Feb. 16, 1919 
in Nora, Nebraska to Arthur Mansel and 
Bessie Viola McBain Thayer. He lived with 

his parents on a farm in Nuckolls County, Nebraska 
until his early teens, at which time, the family 
moved to Superior, Nebraska. His high school career 
was marked by winning local and state awards for 
his expertise in music. On January 5, 1941, he 
married Alice Laurel Ferguson of Oak, Nebraska, 
taking up residence in Denver, Colorado where he 
worked as a carpenter. After the couple’s first child 
was born, Alice remembered saying one night, “I 
never knew I could be so happy. Thank you, God.” 
    But then came Pearl Harbor. A second baby was 
born and Raymond entered the Navy. There were 
constant moves as the young couple tried to stay 
together. A third baby was born near a naval base. 
Eventually, Raymond was sent into active duty in 
the South Pacific. 
    After the war, a fourth baby was still-born. The 
young family moved to Davenport, Nebraska in 
Thayer County because of its medical benefits and 
family-friendly atmosphere. Hampered greatly by 
illness, Raymond nevertheless, worked as a 
carpenter whenever he was able. He continued to 
cultivate his love for music by playing in area bands 
and giving solo performances whenever opportunity 
arose. Throughout south-central Nebraska, his 
haunting ability to play Taps sometimes made him a 
popular figure on Memorial Day. 
    In 1960, mental illness required him to reside in 
V.A. hospitals in Iowa and Kansas until he was able 
to move to a residential care home in Wichita, 
Kansas in 1980. In 1986 he moved to the Midwest 
Covenant Home in Stromsburg, Nebraska where he 
lived out his days surrounded by loving people. This 
last home was a godsend not only for him but for the 
entire family as he was but a short 15 miles from his 
wife. Until her death in 2000, Raymond and Alice 
spent more time together, renewing their love and 
covenant of marriage. 
    Raymond received baptism at the Ruskin, 
Nebraska Church of Christ as a young man. 
However, his military duty and subsequent 
hospitalization required him to embrace the larger 
Christian community. Nevertheless, he held fast to 

his personal beliefs, helping his wife establish their 
daughters in the Christian faith. He thus carried on 
the Christian heritage that had been passed down to 
him from his family lineage. Genealogical research 
traces his family line through one of the passengers 
on the Mayflower who had been persecuted for his 
religious beliefs. Following his genealogy back to 
1305, the family name can still be seen on 
gravestones and a memorial marker in the ancient 
church connected to Thornbury Castle in Thornbury, 
Glouchestershire, England. 
    Raymond is preceded in death by his wife, Alice 
Laurel Ferguson Thayer, one child, Nijel Raymond, 
his brother, Donald Eugene, a sister who was 
unnamed, and his parents. He is survived by his 
daughters: Jacqueline LaJune Williams of Gulfport, 
Mississippi, Sharyl JoLee Thayer of Oakdale, New 
York, and Victoria RaJean Vawter of Dallas, Texas. 
He has five grandsons and six great-grandchildren. 
t 
 
 

A Gentle Death 
By RaJean Thayer Vawter 

 
t 10:47 A.M, Friday, October 19, 2001, 
Raymond C. Thayer joined a host of loved 
ones in the presence of a loving heavenly 

Father. The whole family knew that he had been 
very, very ill for the past month. However, on 
Tuesday I received calls from both the nursing home 
where he lived and from his V.A. guardian that 
major decisions needed to be made concerning his 
care. In a conference call with my two sisters, we 
decided not to send him back to the hospital, which 
we later learned was what he wanted 
also. We also reached the difficult decision that we 
would abide by our departed mother’s wishes and 
request that no “extraordinary” means be used to 
prolong his life. I’d planned to go see him in 
November but the next afternoon, I told his 
caregivers, “If you’re able to tell within 
24-36 hours that he is close to the end, would you let 
me know?” I asked. “You’d better leave tomorrow,” 
they replied. 
    The next morning Gary and I began the 10-hour 
drive to York, Nebraska. After securing our hotel 
reservations we went directly to Stromsburg, 30 
minutes further north without unpacking the car. 
When I saw him, quite frankly, I was shocked 

R 
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because he had lost so much weight during the 
month of illness and looked so small and frail lying 
on his bed. After praying over him, we drove back to 
York and I cried all the way. However, that night, as 
I lay in bed, the precious Comforter reminded me 
that, though he was thin and ill, I’d also seen him 
sleeping peacefully, with not a line or wrinkle on his 
face. “He’s resting in the arms of Jesus,” the Holy 
Spirit said. So I had peace. 
    The next morning, we were at Daddy’s side early. 
Gary pulled up a chair beside his bed and I sat down. 
Daddy could not speak or give anything but the 
faintest of responses, but he could hear. So for the 
next three hours, either Gary or I sang to him, read 
scripture or prayed with him. There were some 
memorable moments when he responded 
meaningfully. I read selected passages from John 14. 
Then I said, “Daddy, I’m going to pray now and I’m 
going to pause between phrases so that, if you agree 
with what I say, you can repeat it in your heart and 
mind.” I then led him in a prayer for assurance of 
salvation, of praise to Jesus, and prayers of 
forgiveness toward his father, mother, brother, wife, 
children, doctors and nurses and friends. When I did 
this, a tear formed in his eyes. At the conclusion, his 
breathing settled. 
    While I received a phone call from a sister, Gary 
sat beside Daddy and talked about his favorite 
scripture, Zephaniah 3:17. “God is proud of you 
Raymond,” he said. “You’ve done what you could 
with what you had and if He were here now, He’d 
say, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’” 
Daddy teared up again and Gary sang some old 
hymns to him. 
    When I returned, I talked and sang to him some 
more. At one point I put my hand on his chest and 
said, “Daddy, you’ve been through some hard 
stuff and you’ve been alone a lot. But I want you to 
know that now, you’ll never be alone again. I’m here 
and I’m going to stay. Jesus is here also and He will 
be with you forever.” A slight wrinkle that had 
come to his brow went away. From that point on, I 
made sure that he could feel my touch at all times. 
    Shortly after 10 o’clock his breathing became a bit 
jagged. I put my hand on his chest, looked into his 
eyes and said, “Daddy, no regrets. Hold no regrets. 
It’s all under the blood. There are no regrets; it’s all 
under the blood of Jesus.” His eyes became teary 
and as I kept repeating those words, a deeper 

measure of peace descended and his breathing once 
again evened out. 
    Around 10:35 I suddenly felt led to read the 23rd 
Psalm. Again, there was a response even as his 
breath gradually became more and more shallow. A 
male nurse came into the room to check on him so I 
had to move away from his side. When the nurse 
left, I went back to the bed. He was barely 
breathing and before I could realize what was 
happening, he gradually stopped. His departure was 
so gentle and calm, we were unsure that he’d 
actually made the transition. I looked at Gary who 
was across the room questioningly. Gary told me to 
check his nose but that was hard to do because the 
oxygen tube was still there. I put my hand on his 
chest and it didn’t move. So I notified the nurses 
who confirmed his passing. The nurses told us to 
give them 10-15 minutes with him, then we’d have a 
little memorial service in his room. So I went into an 
office and began to notify family. Fifteen minutes 
later, the activity directors, nurses, Tom Reppart, a 
family friend who “just happened” to have arrived 
just as Daddy died, and Gary and I gathered in his 
room. The director read the first part of John 14. 
Then the staff members talked about their memories 
of Daddy. Over and over, we heard, “He was such a 
gentle man” and “He had such a gentle spirit.” They 
also said, “He had such manners.” He was so polite.” 
“He always called me Ma’am.” “He was so proud of 
his family.” “He was a really neat man.” “He 
certainly loved his bananas!” I expressed my 
gratitude for how wonderfully, lovingly and kind 
they had been to him and what a blessing it had been 
to the family who all lived so far away. One woman 
said she felt like she knew our family because of 
reading our letters to him. Another told us that, since 
he’d lived there for 15 years, he was their longest 
resident. 
    We concluded the bedside memorial by holding 
hands in a circle and praying the Lord’s prayer 
together. Greatly moved, Tom later remarked about 
how precious that little memorial had been, with 
Daddy’s body lying right beside us. There was no 
rush to get rid of him or his things as there is when a 
death occurs in a hospital. It was very old-fashioned 
and a true blessing. The next day, when we went 
back to the home to collect Daddy’s things, they had 
the bed covered with a white lace bedspread and 
pillow sham. In the middle of the bed was an open 
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Bible with a long-stemmed red rose lying across it. 
On the nightstand was an envelope with a white rose 
and ribbon taped to it. Inside was a letter from the 
staff again expressing their appreciation for Daddy. 
    Sunday afternoon we had a viewing of the flowers 
at the funeral home in York as a convenience to 
people who wanted to express their condolences but 
would be unable to attend the services the next day. 
The casket was closed, covered with an American 
flag and we had framed pictures of him throughout 
his lifetime on a nearby stand. That evening, 
immediate family plus two very close family friends, 
gathered in our hotel suite for pizza and sharing. 
(We’d purposely taken a suite that would give us a 
living room and kitchenette, knowing we’d need a 
family gathering place.) There were 16 people 
present. 
    Monday morning, October 22, a graveside service 
was conducted at the family plot in Spring Creek 
Cemetery in Ruskin, Nebraska - about 75 miles 
away. Though the VA had provided a flag for the 
casket, they were unable to find people for an honor 
guard or anyone to play Taps. I could handle not 
having the honor guard but I felt strongly that we 
needed to have Taps played since that is something 
Daddy had enjoyed doing for others and at Memorial 
Day services. I didn’t want to use the taped 
recording that the funeral home offered. But what 
could we do? “We’ve got to have a real person play 
Taps,” Brent said determinedly. Around 9:30 the 
night before the burial, Brent came to us and said, 
“We have someone to play Taps.” I thought he 
meant to make that statement a question so I replied, 
“No, the VA couldn’t find anyone.” “You don’t ask 
the VA,” Brent said firmly with a hint of a smile. 
“You ask the bartender!” Using his resourcefulness, 
Brent had called the bartender at the local VFW hall 
who gave him the name of a music teacher in a 
nearby town. Brent called the music teacher and got 
the name of a high school student who could play 
the trumpet for us. The young man was very willing 
to help us out and just ‘happened’ to not have school 
the next day. Praise God. 
    Monday afternoon, was a memorial service in the 
chapel of the nursing home where he’d attended 
services every Sunday. It was truly a lovely service, 
very honoring to him as well as to our mother. Just 
enough bases, tenors and altos came to make for 
beautiful accapella congregational singing. Tom 

Reppart “preached” a creative “sermon” by 
sharing things about Daddy in an imaginary 
conversation between Daddy and God. Russ O’Hara, 
who’d been a chaplain at the home, a friend to 
Daddy, and who, with his wife, had brought Daddy 
to Dallas for our boy’s weddings, shared his 
memories plus his knowledge about Daddy’s 
relationship with the Lord Jesus. JoLee represented 
the family as she shared our appreciation to the staff, 
other family members and friends. Scripture 
readings and prayers interspersed throughout made 
for a lovely, gentle service. 
    Afterwards, we visited with guests over ice cream 
and a wonderfully decorated cake that Aunt Ermalee 
had graciously made. That night, family gathered for 
the last time at a local restaurant for memory sharing 
and final good-bye’s before we each had to go our 
separate ways. The events of those four days are 
significant and memorable for the Thayer family. 
They were marked by a gentle quality that could 
only have come from heaven and as a result of the 
prayers of all of our friends. Thank you for praying 
us through. t 
 
Editor’s note: Thanks RaJean for sharing this with 
the family.  

 
 

James L. Thayer – The Mysterious 
Medal of Honor 
By John Howard Thayer 

 
hile attempting to locate information on 
James Thayer, an alleged casualty in 
World War, I came  upon a James Thayer 

was awarded the Medal of Honor in 1879 for his 
actions while serving on the USS Constitution. I 
wanted to know more, so I went to the U.S. Army 
Center of Military History’s Medal of Honor website 
(www.army.mil/cmh-g/moh1.htm.). The official Full 
Text of James’ citation reads as follows: 
 

INTERIM AWARDS OF THE MEDAL OF 
HONOR 1871-1898 

 
THAYER, JAMES 
Rank and organization: Ship’s Corporal U.S. 
Navy. Born: 1853, Ireland. Accredited to: 
Pennsylvania. G.O. No.: 326, 18 October 1884. 

W
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Citation: For rescuing from drowning a boy 
serving with him on the USS Constitution, at the 
Navy Yard, Norfolk, Va., 16 November 1879. 
 
    The Medal of Honor citation was scant and left 
me wanting to know more. I contacted Patricia 
Thayer Muno, and she attempted to trace James’s 
lineage. However, she was unable to locate any of 
his descendants. James seemed to have disappeared 
after his discharge from the U.S. Navy on July 28, 
1880. 
    A short time later, I was introduced to Raymond 
Alexander Thayer (Rick) Thayer, former Secretary 
and Treasurer, and current “Honorary Life Member 
of the TFA,” via the Internet. Rick lives in Quincy 
Massachusetts, and is a gifted model sailing ship 
builder. He informed me that he attends monthly 
meetings with the USS Constitution Model 
Shipwrights Guild. I asked him nose around and see 
if he could find additional information about James 
Thayer. He agreed and met with Kate Lennon, 
Librarian of the USS Constitution Museum at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, home of the USS 
Constitution. Much of what she reported was a 
repeat of what we already knew and shed little light 
on our genealogical mystery. Her data did add the 
following: 
 
Date/Mode of Entry: 12 Sep. 1879; trf. from USS 
Colorado, then New York, N.Y. 
Date/Mode of departure: 28 Jul 1880; discharged at 
Newport, RI 
Specific Duty: Junior Petty Officer assistant to the 
Master-at-Arms concerned with good order and 
discipline. 
Remarks: During his time on board, the ship was 
used for the underway training of apprentice boys.                                                               
Cited by SacNav, 27 Nov. 1879 for his gallantry in 
going to the rescue of a man overboard, 16 Nov. 
subsequently awarded a Medal of Honor for this act. 
Sources: Log USS CONSTITUTION, 16 Jul. 1879 - 
21 Jan. 1880 NA Log USS CONSTITUTION, 25 
Jul. 1880 Feb. 1881. 
 
From the files of  “the Captain’s Clerk”, 70 
Devil’s Ridge, Tryon, NC 28782 
 
Recorded 1989 by Capt.Tyrone G.Martin, former 

Skipper of Old Ironsides and author of “A Most 
Fortunate Ship” 
CEMETERY: “LOST IN HISTORY” 
 
    Rick Thayer then contacted “The Captain’s 
Clerk,” a database of Naval history created in 1986. 
Nearly everything in this database relates to the USS 
Constitution. The following is an excerpt from a 
letter sent to Rick from the Captain’s Clerk dated 5 
Feb 2002. 
 
    “James L. Thayer, who was born in Ireland in 
1853, was transferred from the receiving ship 
Colorado at New York to Constitution on 12 
September 1879, rated Landsman (i.e., an adult with 
no seafaring skills).  A few days later, he was rated 
as Ship’s Corporal, a James L. Thayer, who was 
born in Ireland in junior petty officer rate the 
equivalent of “deputy sheriff” ashore.  The ship then 
was employed as a training ship for apprentice boys. 
    In the evening of 16 November 1879, 3rd Class 
Boy Eugene Modler jumped overboard, intent on 
deserting.  Master Aaron Ward, the Officer of the 
Deck, saw him go, gave the alarm, ordered a boat 
lowered.  Back on board, Modler was placed in 
double irons.  The ship’s captain, Commander Oscar 
F. Stanton, wrote to the Secretary of the Navy the 
next morning, commending all concerned.  (This 
letter may be found in National Archives microfilm 
series M147, Roll 113, Volume 2.) The Secretary 
ordered a formal letter of commendation for Ward, a 
Medal of Honor for Thayer, and directed that his 
pleasure be made known to the others involved (i.e., 
the boat crew). 
    At the time, officers were not eligible for medals, 
hence just the letter for Ward.    Too, the Medal of 
Honor was the only medal available to recognize 
commendable service, and was not given the 
exalted position it has today until years later. 
    Thayer was the fourth Constitution crewman to 
receive the medal in less than two years.  He was 
discharged from the ship and the Navy at Newport, 
Rhode Island, on 28 July 1880.” 
 
So there was our answer. James L. Thayer was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for capturing a 3rd 
Class Boy who was attempting to desert because 
there was no other type of medal to be awarded at 
the time.  
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    I located a brief history of the Medal on the 
following website: 
www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med_of_honor.html.  

 
(The USS Constitution as seen from a modern man 
of war, (Navy speak for warship), during an FA-18 
flyover in Boston Harbor) 
 
    The following are excerpts and data from the 
article entitled, “A Brief History – The Medal of 
Honor*,”  
    Early in the Civil War, a medal for individual 
valor was proposed to the General-in-Chief of the 
Army who did not like the idea and attempted to kill 
it.  
    The Medal then found support in the Navy, 
however, where it was felt recognition of courage in 
strife was needed.  Public Resolution 82, containing 
a provision for a Navy medal of valor, was signed 
into law by President Abraham Lincoln on 
December 21, 1861. The medal was “to be bestowed 
upon such petty officers, seamen, landsmen, and 
Marines as shall most distinguish themselves by 
their gallantry and other seamanlike qualities during 
the present war.”  

    “Shortly after this, a resolution similar in wording 
was introduced on behalf of the Army. Signed into 
law July 12, 1862.”  
    “Although it was created for the Civil War, 
Congress made the Medal of Honor a permanent 
decoration in 1863. 
    Quoted from “Armed Forces Decorations and 
Awards,” a publication of the American Forces 
Information Service. 
    A review of Medal of Honor citations awarded 
during the period 1863 – 1932 suggests that the 
Medal began taking on its more important status 
during the Spanish-American War, with the first 
medals being awarded in 1898. 
    This is the “Thayer” family’s second connection 
to the great ship, the USS Constitution. The first 
connection was published in the spring 1999 Edition 
of the Thayer Quarterly. Historian Patricia Thayer 
Muno wrote about Ephraim Thayer, who was the 
owner of the shop in South Boston where the gun 
carriages for the USS Constitution (“old Ironsides”) 
were made.  
    If any of the Thayer cousins are James’s 
descendants, and are able to provide us with 
additional data about him, please write any pertinent 
information that you may have, including James’ 
place and date of birth, place and date of death, 
descendants names, etc., and send it to: 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com t 
 
Editor’s note: The photo of the USS Constitution 
was taken during the one day each year that the ship 
gets underway, to turn the ship around and put the 
other side of the ship against the pier, this is called 
“turn-around day.” This prevents the ship from 
warping. Concerning the Medal of Honor, it is 
stated that it was awarded as an “interim award”, 
what this means, is it was awarded during non-
wartime action. In present day, one would be 
surprised how many people go over the side when a 
ship is underway. Nearly all are rescued, and the 
medal given for this is the Silver Lifesaving Medal. 
 

 

www.defenselink.mil/faq/pis/med_of_honor.html
mailto:triciamuno@aol.com
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New Stamp Available 
Bob & Alta Thayer 

 
he 200th anniversary of the nation’s 
preeminent training ground for future Army 
officers, the United States Military Academy, 

will be honored when the U.S. Postal Service issues 
a 34¢ self-stick postage stamp March 16 in West 
Point, N.Y. 

    Shown is a 
bald eagle, 
wings spread, 
above a shield 

surmounted 
by a golden 
helmet and 

sheathed 
sword -- a 

universal 
symbol of 
war. The 
helmet is that 
of Pallas 
Athena. A 
mythological 

goddess, 
Athena is allied with the art of warfare. Her helmet 
symbolizes learning and wisdom. The eagle on the 
shield’s crest is the national symbol. Clutched in its 
claws are 13 arrows, representing the original 13 
states, and oak and olive branches, representing 
peace. A curled red banner appears behind the eagle. 
The left side of the banner reads “Duty Honor 
Country” and the right side reads “West Point 
MDCCCII U.S.M.A.” 
    President Thomas Jefferson established West 
Point on March 16, 1802. Sylvanus Thayer (1785-
1872) was its Superintendent from 1817-1833 and 
he was formally recognized as the Father of the 
Military Academy. A monument to him was erected 
on the campus in 1883. 
    A 208 page, 8.5” X 11” book titled “West Point - 
The first 200 years” was published by GLOBE 
PEQUOT PRESS (Guilford, Conn.) as a companion 
to a PBS TV Special broadcast. Cost - about $25. 
Chapter 3 (33 pages long) was devoted to Sylvanus 
and his work at shaping up the Academy. t 
 
 

Serendipity Isn’t Enough 
by Betty Jo Stockton 

 
    You know what I mean - that piece of information 
that you’ve sought for years and then it falls into 
your lap when you least expect it. We’ve all had the 
experience of a lucky find -- meeting the exact 
person you need just when you need them or finding 
a clue that leads to a major breakthrough. 
    Thomas Jefferson has a quote: “I find that the 
harder I work, the more luck I seem to have.”  --- 
Thomas Jefferson, 1743-1826 
    Those lucky finds are wonderful, but unless 
you’ve done your homework - you may not 
recognize when they come. How many times have 
you gone back through your notes and found that 
piece of information you were looking for was 
already there, but you hadn’t realized the 
significance of it? On my trip to Ohio last summer, I 
found - through serendipity - a great grandfather 
whom I’d been looking for many years; he and his 
daughters had simply disappeared after the 1860 
census. The Knox Co, Indiana record book he was 
listed in just happened to catch my eye as I was 
leaning on the shelf waiting for a friend. I had no 
reason to think he’d be there because the rest of the 
family was in Dearborn County, IN at the opposite 
corner of the state -- but there he was! Because I had 
thoroughly researched and documented the other 
members of the family, it was obvious that, yes, this 
was my Valentine STALDER. If I hadn’t tracked 
down all the other members of the family - with 
children, stepchildren and relatives by marriage - I 
might well have missed the connections, as his name 
was misspelled, dates were off a bit, and the 
cemetery records were garbled. 
    My mother who has been an avid gardener for 
almost all of her 87 years. One of her pet peeves is 
the visitor who leaves her home with arms full of 
vegetables, fruits and flowers saying, “Betty has the 
best luck with her garden!” They fully intend it as a 
compliment, but fail to consider the many hours of 
planting, weeding, spraying, and tending that went 
into that garden - in order to have that “luck.” 
    Our genealogy research needs that same sort of 
tending - so that our “luck” will have a place to 
lodge when it finds us. 
 

T
 



11 

[Written by Betty Jo Stockton for Treasure Chest News, the 
newsletter of the Central Florida Genealogical Society, 
November, 1999. Permission is granted for use in any 
genealogical or family history newsletter, provided this credit 
is attached] t 
 
 

Words From the President 
 

    I won't get wordy. Deadlines have been passed, 
and it appears that many of you are looking for the 
TQ to be delivered to your mailbox soon. 
    I was pleasantly surprised to see so many of you 
at the 2002 reunion. I was also pleased by several 
new members step forward to help with the business 
of TFA. 
    One project deserves some immediate attention.  
Kate Kuzmich mentioned at the meeting that TFA 
might send the Thayer Quarterly out electronically to 
members that have access to attached files. That 
project is now under way. 
    If you're interested in this form of distribution for 
your copy of the Thayer Quarterly, please let me 
know. It will eventually result in you receiving your 
copy of the TQ up to FOUR WEEKS EARLIER 
than if we mailed it using snail mail, and could save 
TFA a lot of money. 
    If you're interested and have an email address, and 
are able to open an MS Word, or an Adobe file, 
please let me know your email address, and your 
ability to access these kinds of files.  
    The TQ will continue to be mailed to every TFA 
member using the usual United States Mail. No 
changes will be made in the standard distribution of 
the TQ unless a member specifically signs up for the 
electronic version.  Actually, until we're sure that all 
the details have been worked out, anyone signing up 
for electronic TQ will get both. 
    Please let me know if you're interested, and be 
sure to send me your email address. 
    I hope to see all of you at the reunion next year. 
 
Albert Thayer Morton 
ThayerATM@aol.com 
President, Thayer Families Association 
 
 

Without our YOUTH, 
THAYERS are doomed! 

 

Thayer DEATHS 2002 
 

Asta (DYRLUND) THAYER 
4 Jan 1916 - 26 Feb 2002 

Bernice Estelle (RABY) THAYER 
17 Feb 1935 - 6 Feb 2002 

Betty Ann THAYER 
Abt 1929 - 22 May 2002 

Charlotte THAYER 
9 Feb 1924 - 19 Feb 2002 

Claudia D. (PEARDON) THAYER 
8 Nov 1919 - 4 Jan 2002 
Colton James THAYER 
7 Jul 2001 - 22 Mar 2002 

Dorothy E. (KIMBERLIN) THAYER 
8 Sep 1908 - 25 Feb 2002 

Elizabeth M. (MAHONEY) THAYER 
Abt 1926 - 16 Jan 2002 

Fern Theodora THAYER 
2 Oct 1933 - 18 Jan 2002 
Frank Enfield THAYER 
26 Nov 1913 - 28 Feb 2002 

Gloria THAYER 
Abt 1941 - 12 Apr 2002 

Hanford THAYER 
12 Sep 1909 - 25 Jan 2002 

James A. THAYER   
Abt 1928 - 23 May 2002 
James Erie THAYER 

31 Dec 1946 - 21 Mar 2002 
James L. THAYER 
1967 - 26 Apr 2002 

James Richard THAYER 
10 Jul 1921 - 20 Jan 2002 

Jean Ann (WILLIAMS) THAYER 
Abt 1934 - Mar 2002 
John B. THAYER 

Abt 1924 - 15 Jan 2002 
John Lloyd THAYER 

31 Mar 1911 - 4 Mar 2002 
Laverne Eugene THAYER 

26 Jul 1908 - 2 Mar 2002 
Lillie Elizabeth PINKERTON 

9 Oct 1915 - 1 Apr 2002 
Lois (COX) THAYER 

- 2 Feb 2002 
Margaret Daems (LUCIA) THAYER 

19 Aug 1931 - 3 Jan 2002 
Marion Pauline THAYER 

mailto:thayeratm@aol.com
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12 Sep 1914 - 16 Mar 2002 
Marjorie Ada THAYER 

30 Apr 1914 - 24 May 2002 
Mary Louise THAYER 

31 Mar 1923 - 15 Feb 2002 
Michael L. THAYER 

23 Jan 1950 - 11 Feb 2002 
Onalee M.S. (SCHARRER) THAYER 

28 Jul 1935 - 1 May 2002 
Patricia A. (DOHER) THAYER 

6 Jan 1923 - 28 Feb 2002 
Paul Leo THAYER 

29 Sep 1907 - Mar 2002 
Prudence THAYER 

22 Sep 1917 - 24 Apr 2002 
Robert E. THAYER 
Abt 1925 - 2 Jan 2002 

Roberta Marie THAYER 
12 May 1912 - 20 Mar 2002 

Rudolph Augustus THAYER 
- 4 Mar 2002 

Victor Colen THAYER 
18 Feb 1920 - 22 Mar 2002 

Virginia THAYER 
21 Apr 1930 - 4 Jan 2002 

Wanda L. THAYER 
25 Apr 1925 - 27 Apr 2002 

 
 

Historian’s Report June 13 2002 
 
    It has been an incredibly busy quarter as I 
commence the temporary winding down of 
correspondence and making preparations for the 
formatting of my next volume in the Comprehensive 
series, The Descendants of Richard Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1641. I find it impossible to 
keep up with the heavy flow of e-mail 
correspondence AND do the formatting also. The 
following e-mail message was sent out this month to 
over 1,000 individuals in my Thayer e-mail address 
book: 
 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: In order to 
get my Thayer books formatted, I find it necessary to 
drop E-mail for a while. Please make note of my 
home mailing address in the event that you need to 
contact me. Genealogical queries can continue to be 

sent to Jerry Thayer in Hampton, VA, E-mail: 
HJThayer@aol.com.  
 
    During this time, I will be working on the 
formatting of my volumes on the descendants of 
Richard Thayer, Immigrant to America 1640 of my 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America series. Submissions of genealogical and 
biographical information, and also copies of pre-
1920 photographs can be sent directly to my home 
mailing address listed below. However, if you 
submit information on the descendants of the 
immigrant RICHARD THAYER after 15 June 2002, 
I cannot guarantee that the information will be 
included in this forthcoming publication. 
    To those Thayer descendants who have not joined 
the Thayer Families Association, or have let their 
membership lapse, please join/rejoin at your earliest 
convenience so you may be kept abreast of 
important developments and the reinstatement of my 
future E-mail service… I will keep our Thayer 
Quarterly newsletter editor and Webmaster, Lee 
Thayer, abreast of updates through the newsletter 
and the Thayer Families Association web site. 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 
 
 

 
 
 
    It has come to my attention through several 
avenues that the Cub Scout Pack 49 has done a 
cleanup of the Thayer Cemetery in Taunton, MA. 
Dr. Charles Abbott Thayer, one of the few remaining 
Thayers of Taunton, MA and Vice President of the 
Old Colony Historical Society in Taunton sent me 
the following in an e-mail message of 20 Apr 2002: 
 
    Cub Scout Pack 49, Taunton spent the day 
cleaning up the “Thayer Cemetery” on Crane Ave. 
The Pack is based at a new elementary school 
located a few hundred yards away from the 
gravesite. Of course this plot was terribly overgrown 
and off a seldom-used back road, hence few knew it 
was there. In the 1960’s my Dad, Theodore R. 

hjthayer@aol.com
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Thayer, hired a fellow to completely clean it out. 
Then, with the headstones noticeable, it was terribly 
vandalized. My Dad decided neglect was better. 
Yesterday, a childhood buddy of mine calls and 
asked if he could take his Pack 49, and clean out the 
cemetery-- Primarily, because it is so close to the 
school. I decided to let them do it and I went up to 
see what went on. A local historian, Charles 
Crowley, was on hand with the actual burial plot 
plan and gave a brief talk about some of occupants. 
He was keen on marking the grave of Francis H. 
Thayer (1838-1903) with an American flag, as he 
was a veteran of the Civil War. Although only a few 
readable headstones remain, the group clearly found 
his grave and that of his Father, George Washington 
Thayer. The oldest gravestone I saw was that of an 
unfortunate girl who died age 7 in 1812. Mr. 
Crowley was also excited about finding a wife to one 
of the Thayers whose maiden name was Lincoln 
apparently she was Abe’s aunt. There are 
supposedly 64 people buried there. Well, the whole 
affair rekindled my interest in things Thayer. Hence 
I write. This is not the Oakland Cemetery. This is an 
exclusive Thayer Family Cemetery on Crane 
Avenue, Taunton. The Oakland Cemetery is where 
my Dad, Theodore, his dad, Abbott, his dad Allen, 
his dad Otis, and his dad Azariah are buried. That’s 
about 2 miles away. This Cemetery is home to 64 
souls and they are all Thayers, wives and children.” 
 
 

 
 
 
    Speaking of Cemeteries, our cousin Deborah Joy 
Thayer of Providence, RI has taken on a 
monumental task of archiving Thayers buried in the 
state of Rhode Island. States Debbie:   
 
    I love doing this and it keeps me busy. I feel like I 
am contributing something to a greater whole. I 
know how I felt when I looked at old Bez’s book and 
couldn’t find a place for myself to say, “Hey, that’s 
my great ____!!!!” If I can help some others to say, 
“Hey,..!” then I feel like I’ve done something 
important. I believe in random acts of kindness that 
make the world a better place. Sometimes, in today’s 
society these acts are not always so easy to do.  

These are my (not so) random acts to help people 
find their pasts, as far back as they can. 
 
Debbie has been able to utilize the Rhode Island 
Historical Cemeteries Transcription Project which 
was begun by genealogists in 1990. The goal in this 
project was to enter all known transcriptions of 
cemeteries in RI into a database, then sending 
volunteers into the field with a printout to see which 
stones were still there and whether they were 
correctly transcribed. The cemeteries and the listings 
are primarily from 1647-1900. In 1990 there were 
1862 registered historical cemeteries; 854 more have 
been found and registered, bringing the current total 
to 2716. The whole database can be accessed by 
computer at the Rhode Island Historical Society in 
Providence. The Master Index is available at 
NEHGS. One can view a complete list of locations 
where copies the database are available, as well as 
tips for using the database on the RI cemeteries 
database home page: 
Http://www.rootsweb.com/~rigenweb/cemetery/cem
etery332.html 
Debbie’s lineage:  Deborah Joy12 (Earl Farnum11-10, 
Charles9, Gideon Sprague8, Washington7, William6, 
Amasa5, William4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER. 
 
 

 
 
    The Muno family (formerly of Beaverton, OR) 
had a wonderful visit and first time meeting with 
cousin Wesley Oliver (“Wes”) and wife “Charlee” of 
Cheshire, OR on June 6th here at our home in North 
Ogden, UT. Funny that we lived 100 miles apart for 
many years, but both had to come 650 miles to meet 
in Utah. Wes and Charlee are currently established at 
Willard Bay, Utah in the Willow Creek campground 
as volunteer hosts. They gave us a first-hand tour of 
the beautiful grounds this week. It would sure make 
a fun place to hold a future TFA reunion! Wes’ 
lineage: Wesley Oliver12 (Bruce Hugh11, Hugh 
Franklin10, Albert Ellsworth9, Ebenezer Franklin8, 
William7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER. 
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    The very next day, I had a nice lunch date in Salt 
Lake City with Thayer descendant and 
correspondent, Kim Winget, of Camano Island, 
Washington. I am beginning to think we should have 
a Thayer Reunion of sorts here in this great state.  
Salt Lake would certainly have its attractions for the 
genealogical researchers in the family! Let us know 
how YOU would feel about this. 
 

 
 
    In all the years we lived in Oregon City, OR, we 
daily drove by the Thayer Road off of Beavercreek 
Road, the mainstay to our home from 1973 to 1977.  
Recent e-mail correspondence with Ricky Steven 
(“Rick”) Thayer of Hollister, CA reveals that it was 
likely named for his Great Grandfather, John Aaron9 
(Hiram8, Roswell7, Jonas6, Cornelius5, Jonathan4, 
Josiah3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER, who was 
a farmer living there from at least 1880. It is in a 
spectacular and lush location, complete with views 
of Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Hood. It is nice to finally 
know for whom this road was named. No one in 
Oregon City was able to tell me about the history 
when we lived there. Rick’s finding of us through 
our TFA web page has led to the connection of yet 
more Thayers in the “Unplaced” list! Thanks to Rick 
and family! 
 

 
 
    In 1999 TFA member, Alan Rideout informed me 
that the saddlebags used by Lydia (Chapin) Thayer, 
wife of Asa6 (Ichabod5-4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER, when they moved from 
Massachusetts to Paris, Maine in the late 1700’s are 
on display at the Hamlin Memorial Library. This 
may be fun to check out for anyone traveling to 
Maine. The Library is located in Paris Hill, Maine, 
off Rt. 26, about 45 miles northwest of Portland, 
Maine.  Our readers may contact the library through 
the following web site for hours and additional 
information: 
http://www.sad17.k12.me.us//libraries/paris.htm 
    When Alan recently contacted the librarian, Ann 
McDonald, she responded in December with the 
following information:  
 

    “Yes, a side saddle and saddle bags belonging to 
Lydia Chapin Thayer are still on display here at the 
library. A card attached to the saddle has the 
following quote: “Mrs. Asa Thayer came a bride to 
Paris in 1791. Eight children in my wilderness home 
grew up to prize her virtues and honor her memory.”   
 
 

 
 
 
How The Columbia Rediviva made its 

way from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
on dry land. 

 
    The months of October and November 1999 
presented a chance for some interesting Thayer 
exchanges as Donald Owen Thayer and lovely wife, 
Betty, spent some time on America’s highways and 
byways. The Chehalis, WA couple drove all the way 
across the country and were excited to find, in far 
away Mendon, MA, four of Don’s ever-so-many 
great grandfathers resided there from 1663 to 1778.    
“That was a period of 115 years.” The twosome 
found that they “fit right in” after spending four days 
in the Mendon area and meeting with family who 
lived there. “Everyone was really helpful and made 
us feel right at home.”  
    Don and Betty were privileged to meet that “cool 
couple,” Rick and Mavis Thayer of North Quincy, 
MA. I felt like a matchmaker of sorts when I learned 
that the magnificent model ship, the “Columbia 
Rediviva” Rick had been laboring over for many 
months was in need of special handling in its 
shipment to fellow cousin and Beaverton neighbor, 
James Burdett Thayer. When Rick shared with me 
what it was going to cost to ship the “Columbia” out 
to Beaverton, OR, I coupled that with my knowledge 
that Don and Betty were making a long-planned trip 
to New England. “Patricia, the matchmaker” made 
the suggestion that perhaps Don and Betty would be 
willing to help Jim out with his transportation needs. 
What I did not know was that Don and Betty’s 
“MOTOR HOME” was in fact a travel van! My 
minor misunderstanding! But Don and Betty took 
the challenge with their typical good nature and the 
Columbia safely made its way across the country 
with its movers stuffed into a tiny space in the front 

www.sad17.k12.me.us/libraries/paris.htm


15 

seat of the van.  After 52 days on the road, Don said: 
“Home looks awful good.” 
    As for our cousin, Raymond Alexander (“Rick”) 
Thayer, in Massachusetts, he is a “Historic Ship 
Model Apprentice Shipwright” and a member of the 
USS Constitution Model Shipwright Guild of New 
England. Rick has built many astonishing model 
ships. In 1999 alone, he created the following 
masterpieces: The Columbia Rediviva; The John 
Eliot Thayer; and the three masted schooner, The C. 
A. Thayer. Says Rick “I can say now, a piece of me 
is there [in Oregon] because there is some of my 
blood inside the sea box from a small cut to one of 
my fingers.” Interested readers may share their love 
of ships with Rick at the following address: 39 
Newbury Ave. #1, North Quincy, MA 02171-1601.  
E-mail:  rickeast@mediaone.net. 
 
States Rick: “There were two ships named 
‘Columbia.’ The original, and its namesake, ‘The 
Columbia Rediviva,’ (Rediviva meaning “rebirth.”).  
The latter was Captained by Robert Gray and first 
arrived in Astoria, OR [May 1792] at the mouth of 
the Columbia River, so named after the original 
Ship, Columbia. It was the Rediviva that sparked the 
founding of the North West Passage by sea.” 
 
    For more information visit Astoria Oregon’s web 
site:  http://www.oldoregon.com/ 
    I would like to acknowledge here that Donald 
Owen Thayer and wife, Betty, sends a monetary 
donation to me each year so I can treat Rick Thayer 
of North Quincy, MA to lunch during the TFA 
gathering! 
 

 
 
Our “Thayer family on-line specialist,” Patty Kaye 
Stuart of Hopland, CA has been adding greatly to the 
Thayer information now available through her 
remarkable site. Be sure to check out the following 
new listing: Thayer Probate and Parish Records 
in England site at: 
http://www.geocities.com/possumlover3/ 
GENEALOGY/THAYER/ENGLAND/parish_proba
te.html  (all one word!) 
 

    Is there a volunteer who would be willing to 
computerize England and Wales Civil Register 
Index from 1837 to 1900? 
 

 
 
    Thayer Photos found in Antique Store in Ohio.  
Our Thayer web site is instrumental once again in 
the reuniting of Thayer-related objects with their 
rightful family members. Kristi Hall of Ross, Ohio 
posted a blurb on the web site that she had found 
some old Thayer photo post cards and would like to 
see them go to the family. She mentioned that on the 
back of one of the photos was inscribed with “To 
Aunt Clara and Uncle Ed, Abingdon, VA.” I figured 
the photos pertained to Mary Clarissa THAYER 
and her husband Joseph Edward BROWNING. I 
knew Mary was the aunt of J. Garland Thayer in 
Limestone, TN and that I would be seeing him at the 
TFA gathering June 28th and 29th, so I contacted 
Kristi and offered to buy them from her and give 
them to the rightful family. 
 
Stated Kristi:  I’m 29, and genealogy has been a 
hobby of mine for a little over a year, so I’m still a 
newbie, still learning. I just started getting into 
scrap booking, too, so that I can try and preserve 
family photos in an aesthetic way, so that’s why I’m 
especially interested in photos right now. You never 
know when one of those old photos you see may be 
your own relatives… The pictures were just placed 
in a ziploc bag when I purchased them… It definitely 
sounds like these are the same people in the photos! 
Wow! This is exciting! I’m so glad to hear that they 
will find a home! I live in Ohio and that’s where I 
found these pictures...at an antique store just north 
of Cincinnati. I have to wonder how they made their 
way up here, but I’m just happy that they will be 
going “home…” I’ve stared at these pictures all 
day, wondering who these people are! So, please, let 
me know a little bit about the people in the pictures, 
who they are, how they are related. Oh, and let me 
know what Garland thinks of them! 
 

 
 
    A newspaper clipping shared with me by Rep. 
Dorothy Thayer Sharon of Skaneateles, NY from an 
earlier area newspaper reveals that lovely Chelsea 

mailto:rickeast@mediaone.net
www.geocities.com/possumlover3/genealogy/thayer/england/parish_probate.html
www.oldoregon.com
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Thayer, a senior at Skaneateles High School was 
selected for the Wells College 2000 Leadership 
Award. The award recognized female students who 
have taken an active leadership role in their school 
or community, and comes with a $20,000 
scholarship. Chelsea was a member of Teen Institute 
and a former officer in the Model United Nations.  
She played varsity lacrosse at Skaneateles. At the 
time of the article’s publication, she was undecided 
about her future studies but was considering Wells, 
Cornell and the University of Rochester, NY. 
Dorothy later added that Chelsea won a four-year 
scholarship to Wells College in Aurora, NY.  
Congratulations to Chelsea! Does anyone know of 
the Thayer family to which she belongs? 
 

 
 
    There is one new Family Representative to 
introduce this quarter. The descendants of James 
Lyman THAYER and Mary Frances DUGAN now 
have their own representative. Great granddaughter, 
Wanda Thayer, of Mill Creek, WA has agreed to 
serve in this capacity. 
 
James was born 7 Sep 1835 in Williamsburgh, 
Hampshire, MA, the son of Edmund L. THAYER 
and Roby Jenks CHASE. He married 5 Feb 1874 to 
Mary Frances DUGAN and they settled first in 
Neoga Twp., Cumberland, RI. Their descendants 
settled in IL, OH, IN, CO, FL, WY and MT.  James’ 
lineage follows: James Lyman9  (Edmund L.8, Zene7, 
Oliver6, Abiah5, John4, Richard3-2-1) THAYER 
     If you have genealogical information, stories or 
photos to share on the descendants of this couple, 
please contact: 
 
Wanda Thayer McWilliams 
PO Box 12094 
Mill Creek, WA  98012 
Email: alabasterturtle@yahoo.com 
 
Until the next Quarter, here’s hoping all our cousin 
have a wonderful summer. Cousin Patricia t 
 
 

Membership Report 
 
    We currently have 530 members, including 79 
family memberships. 
    We are very pleased to welcome the following 
new members and encourage anyone, including new 
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. 
We have members in Australia, Canada, Dominican 
Republic, England, Japan and Panama, as well as 
forty-six states and the District of Columbia, so 
distance is not a problem. If you would like to 
volunteer even just a little of your time please let our 
new president, Albert Morton, know at  
ThayerATM@aol.com or me, Clint Thayer at 
ClntThayer@aol.com 
 
Brown, Cheryl A., Louisville, KY 
Chissom, Brad, Northport, AL 
Dixon, Walter B. & Jean Thayer, Temecula, CA 
Feltman, Janis Marie, Owensboro, KY 
Knight, Walter Seymour & Barbara Irene Thayer, 
Montesano, WA 
Lane, Suzanne, Vassar, MI 
Maghirang, Barbara Ann, Federal Way, WA 
May, Roger W., Colville, WA 
McWilliams, Wanda Ina Thayer, Mill Creek, WA 
Roberts, Marjorie Maries DeSisto, Everett, MA 
Rockwell, Harriet Newcomb Badger, Pittsboro, NC 
Stahl, Jean, Central Square, NY 
Thayer, Charles Abbott & Paula, Taunton, MA 
Thayer, Cletus Joseph, Minneapolis, MN 
Thayer, Kenneth E. & Vaudine, Watsonville, CA 
Thayer, Randall Stevens & Carla Fawn, Riverdale, 
GA 
Theunissen, Dawn Maries, Aberdeen, SD 
Tower, Janice L., New Milford, CT 
Ussery, Tammy Sue Converse, Williamston, MI 
Welton, Nancy W., Chesterfield, MO 
 
    Please notify the Membership Committee if you 
are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if I 
have missed anyone in this list let me know. 
 
IMPORTANT: Recently, several members have 
reported they have not been receiving mailings from 
TFA “for some time”. Upon checking we find that 
the mailing addresses of the members have changed, 
but the Committee has not been notified. The 
Membership Committee must be kept informed of 

mailto:thayeratm@aol.com
clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:alabasterturtle@yahoo.com
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your current address. The Thayer Quarterly and 
other mailings from the Association are sent bulk 
rate, and the U.S. Post Office most often will not 
forward this material, even if you have left a 
forwarding address with them. Despite our many 
pleas we frequently have members who are not 
receiving our mailings because we do not have an 
up-to-date address. You may contact me with 
address changes or any other membership concerns. 
Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer 
Membership Chairman 
27 Beechwood Dr. 
Waterford, CT 06385-1212 
Tel: 860-443-1178 
Email: ClntThayer@aol.com t 
 
 

 
The stranger was an enemy and 

someone’s son 
by Steven G. Vegh 

Portland Press Harold (about 1999) 
Gray, Maine 

 

The following article from newspaper clipping was 
shared with me by correspondent, Dawn Theunisson. 
Date of publication unknown. 
 
Soldiers were often ordinary people to whom 
extraordinary things happen. In terrifying warfare, 
they may show bravery. In the loneliness between 
fighting, they may show camaraderie. In Gray, one 
soldier lies buried in the village cemetery because in 
time of war he was shown compassion where he 
could have been met with hate. Like the graves of 
many veterans who are buried here, the grave of the 
“Stranger” probably wasn’t visited by many people 
showing their respect on Veterans Day. But his 
white tombstone, dappled with inky lichen, remains 
a moving testament to the grace that can supplant the 
anger and hatred of war. 
    Gray sent 158 men into the Union Army during 
the Civil War, a huge percentage for a village with 
1,768 residents in 1860. Charles H. Colley was 
among the first to volunteer. 
    He joined the 10th Maine Regiment, which, on 
August 9, 1862, was ordered into battle in a Virginia 
wheat field. There were two Confederates for every 
Union soldier, and when U.S. Gen. N. P. Banks let 
himself be outmaneuvered, the southerners killed or 
wounded a third of the Maine troops. 
    Colley, a lieutenant, was wounded in the fight 
known as Slaughter Mountain, or Cedar Mountain. 
Six weeks later he died in an Alexandria, LA 
hospital. He was 29. 
    Colley’s parents, Amos and Sarah, had enough 
money to pay for their son’s body to be delivered 
back home to Gray for burial. But when the lid was 
lifted off the crate, the couple looked not upon their 
son, but on an unknown man wearing a Confederate 
uniform. 
    “They were quite shocked to open the casket and 
find it was not their son.” says May Beck of Gray. 
Beck, now 94, says she heard the story of the 
Colleys’ experience from Mildred Webb, a friend 
who was Charles Colley’s sister. 
    There was no identification on the body, and no 
way of learning how the Confederate had been sent 
by mistake. Nor could the Colleys be certain that this 
dead soldier hadn’t been among the Confederates 
who had fatally wounded their son. 
    All of this makes the Colley’s response as 
surprising today as it must have been 137 years ago.   

Change of Address Form 
 

If you will be moving in the near future and
have your new address, please clip this out or
photo copy and mail to the Treasurer, R.
Clinton Thayer at: 
10 Quinley Way 
Waterford, CT  05385-4128 
(or email data to: ClintThayer@aol.com) 
 
Name:________________________________
 
Old Address:___________________________
 
City:_____________________ State:_______
 
Zip:__________________________________
 
NEW Address:_________________________
 
City:_____________________ State:_______
 
Zip:__________________________________

mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
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    “They felt he was somebody’s son, even though 
he fought us, his parent’s lost a son, just as they had 
lost their son.” Beck recalls, “They said they’d bury 
him.” 
    Colley’s body was finally located and arrived in 
Gray a few weeks later. A chest high tombstone 
stands over his grave, a flapping flag chiseled into 
the rock along with his name and the epitaph: 
“Among the first to rally in defense of his country.” 
    About 100 feet away is another stone, raised years 
after the war ended in 1865. A Confederate flag 
flutters next to it. 
    “Stranger. A soldier of late war. Died 1862. 
Erected by the Ladies of Gray,” the white stone 
marker states. 
    According to town lore and old newspaper 
clippings, town women whose sons had been killed, 
wounded or lost in the war chipped in the money in 
the gravestone. 
    Other stones in the cemetery today show how the 
women suffered, and put their act of passion in 
perspective: 
 
“Stephen Thayer died at Alexandria, LA, May 6, 
1864, 18 years, 1 mo. 13 days.”  Member of Co. K 
30th ME Vols.,” says a marker. 
 
    Another stone can only hint at the horror that 
wracked the family that must have raised it. 
“William J. Weston, Taken from Carroll Parish, LA 
by Guerrillas, March 12 1864. Age 49. Never heard 
from after.” 
    Perhaps the families who lost so much hoped that 
every soldier had a fate as kind as that of the 
Stranger. t 
 
Patricia’s notes: Stephen9 (George Washington8, 
Stephen7, Abraham6, Zachariah5-4, Nathaniel3, 
Richard2-1) THAYER 
 
 

Various Unplaced Thayers 
 

All died in 2000 
THAYER, Albert 11 Sep 1925 - 9 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Ann 5 Nov 1907 - 29 May 2000 
THAYER, Anna 5 Dec 1999 - 3 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Anne 20 Jan 1923 - 8 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Arloween 18 Jul 1903 - 7 Jan 2000 

THAYER, Arthur 5 Jun 1933 - 5 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Charles 3 Oct 1946 - 25 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Easter 7 Apr 1912 - 6 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Edith 1 Aug 1921 - 21 May 2000 
THAYER, Edward 7 May 1926 - 28 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Elaine 20 Jan 1922 - 28 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Elree 7 Mar 1923 - 24 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Ernest 12 Oct 1922 - 25 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Glenn 25 Aug 1914 - 1 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Gordon 11 Aug 1912 - 14 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Harriet 1 Jun 1903 - 2 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Inez 9 Jan 1918 - 5 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Janet 14 Feb 1915 - 7 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Jean 5 Oct 1931 - 13 Aug 2000 
THAYER, Joey 8 Sep 1965 - 18 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Johanna 19 Aug 1904 - 5 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Jonathan 26 Nov 1998 - 19 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Joyce 18 May 1922 - 20 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Katherine  11 Jul 1912 - 29 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Lois 21 Sep 1940 - 14 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Margaret 5 Dec 1919 - 12 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Mary 10 Feb 1916 - 28 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Mary 27 Jan 1924 - 4 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Minnie 30 Sep 1900 - 29 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Patricia 28 Jun 1925 - 21 Jun 2000 
THAYER, Robert 20 May 1913 - 16 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Robert 3 Oct 1919 - 10 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Ronald 20 Oct 1935 - 11 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Rose 7 Dec 1936 - 10 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Rose Mary  3 Apr 1925 - 6 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Sally 30 May 1939 - 20 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Shirley 28 Aug 1912 - 31 Jul 2000 
THAYER, Stanley 16 Aug 1923 - 27 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Thomas 31 Jul 1941 - 12 Mar 2000 
THAYER, Troy 13 Mar 1966 - 26 Feb 2000 
THAYER, Valeria 29 Oct 1910 - 5 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Vera 15 Feb 1916 - 24 Jan 2000 
THAYER, Virginia 26 Nov 1909 - 9 Apr 2000 
THAYER, Virginia 4 Aug 1915 - 19 Apr 2000 
THAYER, William 20 Apr 1921 - 30 Apr 2000 t 
 
Editor’s note: These are unplaced individuals, and 
by this we mean they cannot be put into any of the 
Thayer lines. If you recognize any of these names, or 
have any information on these Thayers, please 
contact Jerry Thayer with any information. Jerry’s 
address is listed in the Historian’s Report column. 
To date, 22 unplaced Thayers have been placed 
through the TFA Website.   
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From the Editor… 
    I am hoping all who attended the annual reunion had a 
good time. I unfortunately could not attend, as the Navy 
has been keeping me busy out here in Japan. As I write 
this I am out at sea somewhere in the Indian Ocean on a 
naval ship en-route the next port. This issue will be 
finished and emailed to Al for publishing also while I am 
at sea. This is made possible courtesy of the Internet! 
    To recap my remarks as spoken by Al at the reunion, I 
am going to cover some highlights of my words. 
    Internet. The presence of TFA on the Internet via the 
web site will not change. Our presence continues to grow, 
and lots of information is available their. Specifically, the 
headstone pages, and the unplaced Thayers, these are 
often used features of the site. Over 2,700 headstones are 
listed, some with pictures. For the unplaced Thayers, 22 
have been placed out of the hundreds listed. 
    Newsletter. The newsletter will continue at the pace of 
20 pages per issues. Please, if you can send an article in, I 
would like to publish it for the family in the newsletter. 
The TQ is a major benefit of the TFA. As long as I 
continue to receive articles, I can continue to produce 
some wonderful issues. 
    I am working with other individuals on making the TQ 
available in electronic format for every issue for those 

whose desire to receive it this way, more to follow on this 
in the next issue. 
    Headstone Book.  This book is in the works and will 
be published shortly by myself. There will be a fee for 
this reference book, a small portion for publishing 
materials, and an amount yet to be determined for TFA 
funds. This book will be available in paper form and in 
electronic form for the more computer savvy person. I am 
also looking at republishing this work every one or two 
years to include newer information. For those who 
attended the reunion I hope the preview of the book was 
enticing. If you can send in headstone information, please 
forward to me via post or email, both addresses are listed 
on the back page. 
     I would love to hear from any of you all regarding the 
above information or for general information. 
 

Stories Needed 
Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor 

Membership Form 
 

Please check the date on the mailing label on the back page of this issue; it should indicate PD 01, which means your dues are 
PAID for the year 2001. If you have paid for more years, the date is indicated by the last two digits of the year. We encourage 
you to renew your membership before the end of the year to maintain uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter. 

 
Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                 Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        1024 Main Street 
                                                                        Hanover, MA  02339-1440 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, C. Russell Thayer: 

Thayer Families Association 
1024 Main Street 

Hanover, MA  02339-1440 
Email: crt42@earthlink.net 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com  

 
Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 

 
The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2001, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the 
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); 
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present; 
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
on CD-ROM in PDF format, please specify paper or CD when 
ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for non-
members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 1024 Main 
Street, Hanover, MA, 02339-1440) A cumulative index, 
containing every occurrence of a name that has appeared in the 
newsletter, including the current issue, is available for $10 to 
the above address. 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the 
address in the return address block of this page or email the 
editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an attached file 
containing the article. Your articles and submissions may be 
edited (respectfully) for length and readability. Please provide 
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the editor at 
your suggestion, or from material you provide, will be credited 
to you. Deadline for submission to the Summer Issue is June 
25th.  t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
PSC 473 BOX 1837 
FPO, AP 96349-5555 

 

www.thayer.genealogist.net
mailto:crt42@earthlink.net
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