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June is fast approaching, mark your calendars and
plan on making this wonderful event. Remember
the date: Saturday, June 28, 2003, Frankenmuth,
M1, from 12 noon and well into the evening.

We will be meeting formally upstairs, there’s an
elevator, at the Bavarian Inn Restaurant in a big
private room. Most of us will be in town earlier in
the week for more informal get-togethers.

Inside this newsletter you will find the
Registration form, please get this completed and
mailed in, with appropriate fees, as soon as possible
so proper arrangements can be made. Keep in mind,
that dinner this year is only $10.00 per person and
only 81.00 for children under 12 years of age. We
DO need your meal and meeting reservations,
please respond no later than 15 May 2003.

Your Guest Speaker this year will be me, Rodney
Lee Thayer, Editor of the newsletter! I will be
coming all the way from Japan to attend this
reunion. I am putting together a great presentation. I
will be in town several days earlier if you wish to
discuss any editor related issues before the reunion. I
can be contacted via email at the address listed on
the back page.

Rooms have been blocked for TFA reunion
attendees at two conveniently located (easy walking
distance) hotels:

Spring Hill Suites

(Marriott) for $114/night

530 Main Street; Frankenmuth, MI 48734

989-652-7500

Fairfield Inn

(Marriott) for $94/night

430 S Main Street; Frankenmuth, MI 48734

989-652-0327

Please contact the hotels for room reservations. Let
TFA know your plans for attending.

Camping is also available at the Frankenmuth
Jellystone Park, they can be contact at:

1339 Weiss Street; Frankenmuth, MI 48734

989-652-6668

or via the web at: www.frankenmuthjellyston.com
Lodging also available is the: Bavarian Inn Lodge
For $150/night
One Covered Bridge Lane; Frankenmuth, MI 48734
989-652-7200, 888-775-6343
or via the web at: www.bavarianinn.com

Frankenmuth has a lot to offer in regards to
shopping, lodging, dining and activities. Please visit
www.frankenmuth.org to learn more. Contact your
travel agent or favorite hotel chain to find
availability in the Frankenmuth area.

Curt Thayer has confirmed that a group of local
musicians will entertain us after our Saturday night
dinner. Probably five featuring hammered dulcimer
and other instruments. Michigan has had the
distinction of reviving the popularity of the olden
instrument. [

The French Connection

by James Robert Thayer of Santa Domingo,
Dominican Republic

W. Thayer went to Paris. This was the beginning

of the fortune, which was probably the earliest
American fortune to be made in France. James did
not come to France with all this in mind, but rather
to find out what happened to a cargo, which his
brother had sent to France on a Genoese ship that
never arrived. Investigation revealed that the ship
had been fired upon and then run aground to avoid
sinking. The cargo was stolen and sold. Apparently

In 1793 when he was about 30 years old, James
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the French were to blame and James appealed to the
French government. He was awarded 40,755 francs
compensation.

This was at the time of the Directoire who decided
that the property of the wealthy emigrees should be
seized and sold to whomever wanted to buy them.
James went to the sale of the palaces of the Duc de
Montmorency Luxembourg. One palace was located
near the bourse and filled with a great art collection.
James bought the estates.

But what to do with them? James had become a
friend of the noted inventor of the steamboat, Robert
Fulton. Fulton appears to have been a man of many
parts, who was studying art in Paris among other
things and who wanted to establish a Panorama. This
was a form of popular amusement and an entirely
new art in Paris. Fulton himself painted the scenery,
the only known result of his Paris art studies. But
where to open the panorama but the Palace of the
Duc de Montmorency Luxembourg, which belonged
to his friend James Thayer. It was a great success.
Thayer participated but branched out into real-estate
and became a wealthy man.

James had married Harriet Beck and produced two
sons. The family by now was totally French. These
sons became important men in their own right. Both
became senators in the reign of Napoleon II1.

The first son was Amadee Roger Williams
Gourcy, bormn in 1799. His wife was Hortense
Eugenie Bertrand, the only daughter of General
Bertrand, Napoleon’s Grand Marshall and his
companion on St. Helena. Hortense was namesake
and goddaughter of Napoleon III’s mother. Amadee
was said to be the aide de camp of Lafayette on his
visit to America. Amadee became a Catholic as did
his brother and was one of the founders of St.
Vincent de Paul.

An intimate picture of the social life of the
Thayers in Paris was given to us recently by Sophie
de Sainte Jouan who came across the following
written by Madame le Compte de Nouy who kept a
diary which was later issued privately entitled
Amitie Amoureuse. She had one of the most popular
salons in Paris at the turn of the century and was a
close frined of the De Maupassant family. Only her
initials appeared on the cover. Stendal later edited
the book... Below is information bearing on the
Thayer from a letter written to Loure de Maupassant,

Guy’s mother of whom Comptess de Nouy was very
fond:

On December 2, 1852 a “coup d’Etat” crowned
Luis-Napoleon Emperor.

On December 6 the Emperor, who had already left
the Elysee, offered a small dinner at the Tuilleries.

The guests were: Madame de Montijo and her
daughter Eugenie; Madame Edouard Thayer, born
de Padoue, who through her mother Madame de
Padoue, was a second cousin of the Emperor as her
mother, Madame de Padoue, was a cousin of Letitia
Bonaparte, mother of Napoleon 1%. (While Madame
de Padoue was in Switzerland with Queen Hortensia,
there had even been talk of marriage between Luis
Napoleon and Matie de Padoue.) Monsieur
Edouard Thayer, Director General of the Post
Office; Monsieur Amedee Thayer, his brother -
both are sons of the Lady Thayer who, as an admirer
and protector of artists, had gathered around her a
small court in whose front rank shined the famous
Maria Felicia Malibran - Madame Amede-
Hortense Thayer, born Bertand, god-daughter of
Queen Hortense and daughter of the loyal general
Bertrand, who followed Napoleon to Saint-Helena;
and finally, Madame Bassano.

At table, each of the ladies presiding this first
dinner given at the Tuileries, found a “memento”
under their napkins. Only the young girl, Miss
Montijo, didn’t receive a gift. Marie Thayer, born
Padoue, received a medallion; Madame Bassano, a
ring; Madame Amede Thayer, born Hortense
Bertrand a rubies cross, etc.

As during the course of the dinner, Mrs. Hortense
Bertrand Thayer, when addressing the Emperor,
called him “Sire,” he turned to her and said: “My
dear Mrs. Thayer, you are the only one who calls me
Sire.” To which she replied: “Sire, I learnt and kept
the custom of addressing the Napoleons as Sire
when I was a child and stayed with your Uncle at
Saint-Helene.” To which the Emperor answered, “I
would greatly prefer Monseigneur.”

During diner the art of speech writing was
discussed. The Emperor mentioned: “Each time a
good idea comes to my mind I write it down. Later I
put all these notes together.”

After dinner the Emperor brought his guest to his
study where he showed them his “thought-drafts.”
His bedroom door was open and the room was
lighted. The suit he had worn before dinner was



laying on an arm-chair; one could see the bed,
surmounted by an immense eagle holding the red
silk curtains, and on the bed-table a small mmperial
crown made of Parme Violets.

Suddenly the Emperor picked up the small crown
and, as Mrs. Thayer leaning on the arm of Miss
Montijo was approaching to admire it, lifted it above
the blond head of the Spanish girl as if to rest it
there; noticing the gesture Miss Montijo abruptly left
the arm of Mrs. Bertrand-Thayer, a profound
reverence and, practically kneeling in front of the
Emperor said with a voice full of emotion: “Oh
Sire, it is far too big for me.”

But the Emperor laid the violet crown on the
golden hair.

The guests returned to the living room.  Mrs.
Bertrand-Thayer was persuaded that the dinner
marked the unofficial presentation of Miss Montijo
as future Empress.

She was not wrong. A few weeks later the
Emperor rejected the advise of this ministers and
intimate friends. In January the civil wedding took
place in the State Room (or as it was also called the
Marshalls Room.)

Miss Montijo looked so pale and disconcerted that
Mr. Tascher, who was offering her his arm to lead
her in, was obliged to remind her: “Oh! No Madam,
lay only your hand on my fist.” In her confusion she
was about to hang on his arm.

Notwithstanding her extreme paleness and
trouble, the Empress was so beautiful that it seems
she gave all a great “Imperial” appearance. ..

There were three children from the marriage of
Amadee and Hortense:

Napoleon Roger Williams THAYER, born 1832,
died before his 10" birthday on 21 Feb 1842 in
Rome, Italy.

Henry Bertrand James Joseph THAYER born
1839, died just past the age of one on 17 June 1840
in Paris.

Francoise Marie a Dien Doune THAYER, born
1849, apparently died in Paris but no further data
available.

The other son of the original James was Edward
James THAYER. He was born 1802. He married
Maria Louis Antoinette Arrighi de Casanove de
Padone. She was the daughter of Duc de Padone, a

near relative of Napoleon Bonaparte. They had no
children.

According to some authorities, Amadee was thus
the last remaining Thayer in Paris and he turned over
the valuable properties to a company. His brother
had preceded him, dying in 1859, whereas Amadee
died in 1868.

With the death of all the children of Amadee, the
Thayer line in Paris died out. The family that had
started so brilliantly came to a sad and tragic end.
The last vestige of the famous Thayer enterprise, the
Panorama, and the street named the Panorama, was
dug up in the modemization of the city in 1930. The
famous Passage de panorama until this recent date
retained its American street work constructed in the
18" century. The obliteration of this landmark also
covers the last material remains of the noted Thayer
family whose name was interwoven with the
development of that part of the French Capital and
the creation of the family but now forgotten
industry.

James Robert THAYER was bormn in Colorado
and resided in New lJersey, thereafter in London,
England for 15 years. He presently resides in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic. He is the 5™ cousin
5 generations removed of James W. Thayer who
went to Paris in 1793. His lineage follows:

James Robert'! (Morris Dugan'®, James Lyman’,
Edmund L.%, Zene’, Oliver®, Abial’, John*, Richard’”
21y THAYER.

James R. Thayer
Apartado Postal 2177
Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana

James W. THAYER was born 25 Jan 1763 in
Gloucester, Providence, RI. He married 13 Dec
1795 in Oleans, France to Harriet BECK. He died 10
May 1835 in Paris, France and was buried in the
cemetery Pere Lachaise. His lineage follows:

James W.° (DaVid5'4, Josiah®,  Ferdinando?,
Thomas') THAYER.

From the Mail Bag of Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer
Family Historian: An addendum received from
James Robert Thayer dated 10 May 2002:

“Miss Montijo became the Empress FEugenie.
Being Spanish she had a certain nostalgia for her
natal homeland and it was she who promoted



Biarritz as a fashionable resort in Southwest France
near the Spanish border. (My wife’s mother lived in
Biarritz for many years. On her death she left her
home to my wife who is there at this moment doing
some maintenance.) The Empress turned out to be a
money spender and influenced her husband greatly.
Her husband, Napoleon III, became embroiled
unhappily in the Franco Prussian War. Eugenie went
into exile, presumably in Spain. And it all started
with a little dinner in the Tuilleries and ended on the
pages of the Thayer Quarterly newsletter.” [

Soontaree Thayer
JUVT BILEIDS

fid6, dulfa Juns seas, nssauay
s1at s1Laas, dutfanauiauns
Lludwidia fiagniatitavavidsunalne.

Hello, my name is Soontaree Thayer, wife of
Rodney Lee Thayer. I was born in Suen Kheun, near
Phrae, in the Northwest province of Thailand.--This
is the translation from the strange looking writing
which is Thai [pronounced “tie”], the native
language of my home country, the Kingdom of
Thailand.

You know him as the Editor and Webmaster for
the Thayer Families Association. I met Lee in 1987
in Northern Thailand while he was on vacation. The
romance continued, and in February 1988 we were
married in Bangkok, the capitol of Thailand.

When I first met Lee, he tried to tell me his name,
Rodney, but the Thai people, like the Chinese,
cannot pronounce the R in his name, it comes out
with an L, or Lodney. Then he told me his middle
name was Lee, and this was much easier to say. He
has used Lee ever since.

About six months after we were married, I moved
to the United States to San Diego, California to be
with Lee. He was stationed on a naval ship at that
time. This was my first time ever to the US. The
plane landed in Seattle, Washington where 1 went
through Immigration. The city was very different
from that in Thailand. After doing paperwork for
Immigration, 1 flew to Los Angeles, California,
where Lee met me and we drove to San Diego. I was

amazed at how big the highways were. The amount
of people did not surprise me, Bangkok is a city of 8
million people, but the people are all cramped
together, and the highway and road system is poor.

My first trip into a grocery store was amazing.
Lee took me everywhere, and he explained a lot to
me, without him, I don’t know if I could have just
moved to the US and to a big city by myself. I could
not believe the size of it, it was so big, and they had
lots of fresh vegetables and fruits. Then I had to
learn the money in the US, a big difference than in
my home country. Everything seemed so expensive.

Several months before our daughter was born, Lee
took me on a drive out to the end of Point Loma, in
San Diego to see the tide pools in the ocean. On the
way back from there, I asked Lee what all the white
things were in the ground. Lee explained that it is a
cemetery, and the white things are headstones,
markers where people are buried. [Fort Rosecrans
National Cemetery] We drove in there and we
looked at some stones. He found a Thayer name on a
stone and took a picture of it. It was interesting to
see, as we don’t bury people in Thailand.

On August 7, 1990, our daughter Samantha Julee
was born, and since it was too hard for ne to get a
job in San Diego, I stayed home and raised Sammy
while Lee worked on the ship and later worked on
shore duty.

In December 1990 we flew to northern Michigan
to see Lee’s parents. I had me his mother after I gave
birth to Sammy. Michigan was very strange to me,
as I had only seen snow in pictures, and it was so
cold when we got off the plane. Lee’s parents,
Richard and Joann, met us at the airport and drove us
to their home. I had never seen trees that have no
leaves so | asked about the why are all the trees
dead. Richard answered and explained to me that
they loose their leaves in the winter and will grow
back in the spring. It started to snow and I had to ask
where is it coming from since I did not know.

I met all of Lee’s relatives, his brothers, their
wives, and his sister. A few days later we drove to
see Lee’s grandfather, Richard’s dad, Ira, in
Traverse City. Ira was pleased to see Sammy, his
great-granddaughter. He died less than a year later.
A few days later we went to see Lee’s gandmother,
Joann’s step-mother, Betty, in Battle Creek. There
was less snow here and was a bigger town than
where Lee was from.



Three years later we all moved to Japan because
Lee had orders to a ship there.

It was so easy for military wives to get a job on
base, I applied (which means I got the paperwork,
Lee filled everything in for me) and I turmed it in.
Two weeks later I went to work for the new Child
Development Center on the base. I have been there
ever since, and my current position is GS-5.

Our daughter Sammy can speak and understand
two dialects of Thai fluently as well as English, I
have spoken Thai to her ever since she was born.
Lee can speak just a little Thai, but can write and
read it where Sammy has not learned this yet.

Being with Lee has been the most wonderful time
of my life. I would do it again if given the chance.

Editor’s note: This is the first of hopefully a series
of article I plan to run on foreign spouses, including
their language. For this one, the only information I
added was the information within the [brackets]. &

Do You Know This Thayer?
This is a photograph sent in by Lori Rupp of

Foxfield, CO. The name on the back of the photo is
Helen Thayer. The writing on the front says
Lovingly Helen. An old photo, like postcard stock,
and across the top of the photo in the dark area, there

is unreadable writing. Please contact the Assistant
Genealogist at the email or postal address on the last
page if you can identify this person. &

James Auson Thayer,
Old Civil War Veteran:
‘Reminiscent of the days of 1861’

by Norma Reed Thayer, Manford, OK

The following extract from Patricia’s mailbag was
submitted by Norma Thayer Reed Apr 2002. It was
taken form the Mulberry Reporter, Mulberry,
Indiana and was written about James Auson Thayer
of Clark’s Hill, Indiana.

he other day =
when going |
home to my |

noonday  meal, I
walked along with one
of my nearest
neighbors who
remarked to me that
he felt very lonesome
as he is a jovial and
witty fellow, and has a
host of friends. I could
see no cause for any
despondency for
social reasons, so I ask
him to explain. “Well,” he replied, “I am informed
by a reliable authority that I am the only Civil War
Veteran in Laramie Township.” Now this was
impressive and pathetic emphasis of the fact that the
ranks of the survivors of the boys in Blue are being
disseminated at a rapid rate. Only a couple years ago
I could see a small group consisting of Slauter,
Pervis, Conrad, Bordin, and Thayer talking together
and swapping stories of camp and field life. Today
the first three named are dead. Gordon had moved
away and Thayer is the only one left, and it was he
who remarked that he was lonesome.

Mr. Thayer was born in Boone County near the
Hamilton County line but at the beginning of the war
was living in Lebanon. The fall of 1861, while
attending school, he and a companion ran away and
enlisted in Company “F” of the 40th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry. Mr. Thayer was mustered in at




Lafayette, October 31, 1861, and mustered out 21
December 1866, thus serving some time. His name
appears on records as James A. Thayer, but this
comrade never knew him as any other than “Jim” or
“Jimmie.” At the time of enlistment, Jim was only
about fifteen and a half years old and being rather
undersized, he had to “fudge” a little on his age in
order to be accepted. During his year of service he
participated in many of the most important battles of
the war, such as Perrysville, Stone River, Shiloh,
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Nashville,
Franklin and many others. He was twice wounded
and twice promoted. He regarded the battle of
Franklin, Tennessee as the bloodiest battle
engagement while it lasted and the Battle of
Missionary Ridge as the most spectacular.

He also met such men as Grant, Sherman and
Sheridan who are now known to have been the
heroic military giants of the infernicine conflict.

On account of Jim’s diminutive size there men all
addressed him as “Sonny.” One day, after having
been on picket duty all night, he obtained permission
from his superior officer to take a shore nap in an
apparently safe place. Pretty soon, General Sherman
and part of his Staff came along. Seeing Jim lying
there, inquired as to the reason. After hearing Jim’s
explanation Sherman said, “Well Sonny, you better
get back to your company for there’s going to be
something doing here pretty soon.” The advice was
well taken and Jim got away just in time to escape
being killed.

Mr. Thayer had three brothers, all of whom were
soldiers. One of these was living in Missouri when
the war began and was forced to join the
Confederate’s Army and at the battle of Wilson
Creek he got a chance to desert and after many
hardships, sickness and suffering, reached the home
of his father. Lack of space prevents the recording of
all of Jim Thayer’s experiences as a soldier. They
would fill a good size book and every page would be
interesting. He realizes that and when another
decade has passed, the taps will have sounded for
most, if not all, of his remaining comrades of 61. I
am glad to have this opportunity of paying this short
tribute to him while he is yet living, and would like
to record the experience and patriotism of others.

When James A. Thayer has passed to fame’s
external camping ground, “if it so be it that his old
comrade and regimental quartermaster Rev. Pete

McKenzie of Lebanon, should be called to officiate
at the obsequies, he could pay no more eloquent
tribute to the dead soldier than to use the words of
our Hoosier Poet and say: “Well, goodbye Jim, Take
Keer O’yourself.”

Patricia’s notes: James’ obituary, appearing in the
Faribault Daily News (6 May 1935) was submitted
by Donald Owen THAYER of Chehalis, WA:

“James and a companion, while attending school
in 1861, “ran away and enlisted in Company F of
the 40th Indiana Volunteer infantry. Mr. Thayer was
mustered in at Lafayette, 31 Oct 1861 and muster
out 21 Dec 1866. During his service he participated
in many of the most important battles of the war,
such as Perrysville, Stone River Ridge, Nashville,
Franklin and many others. He was twice wounded
and twice promoted. He regarded the battle of
Franklin, Tenn., as the bloodiest engagement while
it lasted and the battle of Missionary Ridge as the
most spectacular...

In 1879 he came to Morristown [MN] where he
lived until a few years ago when he went to
Minneapolis to make his home with his son-in-law
and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Herman Burger of
Minneapolis...”

Great grandson, Cletus Joseph THAYER, states
James would always go fishing wearing business
like clothes.

Norma (Thayer) Reed is the grandniece of
James Auson THAYER. Her grandfather was
Henry Osborne THAYER, brother of James
Auson®  (Orwell’, Windsor®, Stephen5 ., Samuel*,
Thomas®, Ferdinando?, Thomas') THAYER. &

Brothers Andrew Jackson &
William Wallace Thayer

Northwestern Pioneers & Politicians
By John Howard Thayer

he existing written history about brothers,
Andrew Jackson and William Wallace
Thayer, encompasses the period between the
years of 1818 through 1899. Their lives were filled
with adventure and politics. However, their story
started much earlier, in the 1780’s, when their



Grandfather, Gideon Thayer6, left New England and
headed west.

Sometime previous to 1785, cousins RUBEN® (b.
27 Jun 1753, Mendon, MA - Peter’, Thomas®,
Thomas®, Ferdinando?, Thomasl) and GIDEONS®, (b.
5 Nov 1753, Smithfield, RI - Thomas, Thomas4,
Thomas®, Ferdinandoz, Thomasl) Thayer, headed
due west from the New England area, eventually
settling in the Genesee Valley area of New York
State. We don’t know if they traveled on this
westward journey, toward the then western frontier
of America, together or separately. We do know that
they did settle in the same general area known as
“Charlestown.” Charlestown became the Town of
Lima, Livingston County, New York, in 1789. Both
cousins played important roles in the settling of
“Lima”, with Ruben opening the first sawmill there
in 1796. (1) (http://www.rootsweb.com/~nyliving/
town /lima/htm).

Gideon® was married to Meriah Wilcox Thayer (b.
17 May, 1760). They had 5 children, Sylvia (b. 11
Jun 1777), Happy (b. 16 Dec 1780), Willard (b. Mar
1784), Daniel R. (b. 25 May 1786) and GIDEON’
(b. 19 Oct 1795).

Their son, Gideon’, married Annie Dodge, date
unknown. They had five sons and two daughters.
Three of their sons were E. Thayer, (b.??), Andrew
Jackson Thayer (b. 17 Nov 1818), and William
Wallace Thayer (b. 15 Jul 1827). The names of the
two daughters are unknown.

Andrew Jackson Thayer 1818-1873
(U.S. Congressman)

Andrew Jackson Thayer was born in Lima, NY on
November 27, 1818. Young Andrew attended
common schools in Lima, N.Y. Andrew married
Melissa D. Chandler on October 9, 1842 in Warsaw,
Wyoming County, NY. He studied law in New York
State and was admitted to the New York Bar in
1849. He began practicing law in the Lima area. (2)
(Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian)

Andrew and Melissa had four children, William
Augustus, b. 1847,Clara M. Thayer, b. May 1855,
Emma Adelia, b. July 2, 1857, and Edwin Alden, b.
November 19, 1860.

Soon after his practice began, Andrew and
Melissa suffered a terrible family tragedy, which
prompted them leave New York State. According to

their daughter, Clara M. Thayer Harding, in an
article written in 1939, “My father and mother,
Andrew Jackson and Melissa D. Thayer, left New
York bound for the “far west” in May 1853. The real
cause of their leaving the east was the death of their
only child, a boy of six, William Augustus by name.
After his death they were so unhappy that my father
welcomed any change...” (3) (Oregon Pioneer
Remembrances, Clara M. Thayer Harding. Finished
February 8, 1930) (www.oregonpioneers.com/
ortrail htm)

Andrew and Melissa joined “The  Great
Migration” west, which had begun in 1842. They
had not decided whether to go to California or
Oregon when they started their adventure. In the
1850’s, there was the promise of free land under the
donation land law then on operation in Oregon. This
free land, located primarily in the fertile Willamette
Valley, led to the epic trek of thousands of pioneers
down “the Oregon Trail.” California on the other
hand was called a paradise for lawyers, as the old,
Spanish land grants caused much litigation. The
question where they should go would not been
decided until they came to the forks of the road, one
leading to Oregon and the other to California. (3)

il — g
The Oregon Trail

Andrew and Melissa left Buffalo, New York and
traveled as far as St. Joe, Missouri by steamboat.
Here, they were outfitted, buying a covered wagon,
an ox-team, and supplies necessary for a trip
expected to last six months. They were among the
first immigrants that year, which allowed their oxen
and other stock to feed on good grasses during the
trip. Later travelers were not as fortunate. Also, in
1853, the early wagon trains had little trouble with
the Indians. Later trains were continually harassed
and many pioneers were massacred. (3)

Andrew was “swindled” out of their wagon, oxen
and much of their baggage during the trip. “When
they arrived at the foot of the Rockies. They were
informed, at a trading post situated there, that they
had best trade their oxen for mules and pack in,
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leaving their wagons and extra baggage to be
brought in later by these traders. Andrew agreed and
paid for the services in advance. People who knew
Andrew later saw the wagon, with Andrew’s initials
on the axle, in Oregon.” However, the wagon and all
of its goods were never delivered as promised. (3)

They finally arrived at the fork in the road and the
call of the Oregon free hnd was greater than the call
of “litigation opportunities.” Oregon won. (3)

They arrived in Oregon in October of 1853,
making the six-month trip in only five months.
According to Oregon records, they settled on Oregon
Donation Land Claim #1432 on August 15, 1854.
The Oregon Donation Land Act of September 27,
1850 granted 160 acres of free land to any claimant
who settled in the Oregon Territory between
December 1, 1850 and December 1, 1853 (later
extended to 12/01/1855). Additionally, a married
man could claim a like amount for his spouse in her
own name for a total of 320 acres. Andrew did claim
land in both of their names. (4) (http:/www.plso.org/
readingroom/OregonDLC-Bouman.htm)

Under the terms of the “Land Act,” Andrew and
Melissa had the right to the land the moment that
they resided on the land and cultivated part of the
claim for four consecutive years. After they had
submitted the required notification, including proof
of settlement, cultivation, and citizenship and upon
completion of the survey by the government, the
General Land Office issued a certificate giving them
a marketable land title. A Land Patent, BLM
(Bureau of Land Management) Serial # OROCAA
011246, was issued under the names of Andrew J.
Thayer and Melissa D. Thayer, on March 19, 1866,
by the Oregon City Land Office for 309.89 acres.
The acreage was located in Corvallis, Benton
County, Oregon. (5) (http.//www.glo
records.blm.gov/PatentSearch/Detail.asp? Accession
=0OROCAA+011246&Index=1&QryID=51428.3&D
etailTab=1)

Andrew used his law background to add to his
acreage. A 309-acre piece of land adjoining their
property was held by Mrs. Sylvester, (formerly
Widow Morgan) who was holding it for her heirs.
Andrew discovered Morgan had died before the
passage of the Donation Land Law. Consequently,
Morgan had no claim on the land. Mrs. Sylvester
was already holding 320 acres as Morgan’s widow,
and could not hold the additional 309 acres as well.

Andrew informed her that he would go to the land
office and look over the records. He had told the
neighbors that if he discovered that he could claim
the land, he would come home the following night.
Otherwise he would not return as soon because it
was a long trip. He rode the eighty-mile trip and
returned the following day, arriving home late at
night. He would not allow any lights on in the cabin
that night. The next day the neighbors were surprised
when he went out and staked out the land. They had
intended to move on the land themselves as soon as
they had seen a light in the cabin. They had assumed
that Andrew had not returned home that night and
failed to move on the land. “My mother never
forgave this breach of trust, but my father said, “It is
human nature”, and apparently forgot it” (3)

As stated previously, the “Land Act,” required
claimants to reside on the property. Their first
priority was to construct some type of living shelter.
Usually two or three successive ‘“homesteads” would
be constructed. The first was probably a very
unsophisticated log cabin, and the last was usually a
more sophisticated lumber home. Historians report
that as many as six or more years passed before the
final home was built.

The following 1s Clara M. Thayer Harding’s
description of her parent’s first house built in
Oregon after their arrival in 1853 as reported given
to Mark Phinney on February 8, 1940, as part of his
“Works  Project Administration, Oral History
Project.”

“My father first settled on a fractional claim and
with the help of his neighbors built a log cabin... It
had a mud fireplace and a mud and stick chimney.
They built a framework of boards the shape of the
fireplace and filled the space with mud. The chimney
was laid of sticks, laid log cabin fashion, well
plastered with mud... The fire had to be very slow at
first to dry the mud freplace. The boards, which
encased, it gradually burned away, leaving the mud
jambs. They built the hearth later of mud which had
to be hammered down and dried gradually... the
bedsteads were called bachelor bedsteads... two
holes were bored into the wall of the house. Two
pieces of timber of the desired length of the bed were
fitted into these holes for the sides of the bed. Two
bed posts and a board the width of the bed
completed the structure. The support for the mattress
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was of rope drawn back and forth across the
bed...The cabins were usually built without windows.
The only light during the day was admitted through
the door or where a section of log had been sawed
out, over which, in cold weather, a piece of waxed
paper was fastened” (Phinney, Clara Harding
Interview, 1939).

She continued on in the same interview to
describe the second structure that was built prior to
her birth in 1855. This structure replaced the hastily
constructed first year’s shelter. There were no
sawmills in the area at the time, so the second home
probably was a hewn log house. Logs were squared
off, and homes had features such as glazed windows,
fireplaces, a staircase, and porches:

“They built a bigger and better cabin on this
land...The main part was built of logs and consisted
of two rooms, a living room and a kitchen. Each of
these rooms had a glass window...Two bedrooms,
built lean-to fashion, were on the west side, and a
woodshed built in the same fashion was built on the
north. These lean-tos were of sawn lumber. The roof
was of three foot boards rived out” (6)
(http.//www.ci.corvallis.or.us/historic/context/

euro4.html)

The Thayer’s never built the third lumber house.
Andrew gave up pursuing farming and other
agricultural pursuits, and resumed his “full-time”
law practice. They rented the farm and moved to
Corvallis, Oregon in 1859. His law office was
located over the J.C. Avery Building thought to be
located on the southwest corer of Second and
Adams streets. (7)

(http.//www.ci.corvallis.or.us/
historic/context/steam5.html)

Andrew became a prominent attorney and was
appointed by President James Buchanan as United
States Attorney for the District of Oregon on March
2, 1859. After only six months of service in that
capacity, Andrew resigned to become a candidate for
Congress. He was elected and presented his
credentials as a Democratic Member-elect to the
Thirty-seventh Congress. He served in Congress
from March 4 to July 30, 1861.

Andrew’s tenure as a Democratic Congressman
was cut short. George K. Shiel, an Irish immigrant

who also practiced law, contested Andrew’s
election, and won. He took Andrew’s seat in
Congress, and served as the U.S. Representative
from Oregon at large, from 1861-1863. Following
the loss of his Congressional seat, Andrew served as
the District Attorney for the Second District of
Oregon. He served in this capacity from 1862-1864.
He later served as circuit judge of the Second
Judicial District of Oregon from 1870 until his death
in Corvallis, Oregon on April 28, 1873. (8)
(http.//bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.
pl?index=T000144). Andrew reportedly died from
typhoid fever contracted while serving as an Oregon
Supreme Court Judge at Salem, Oregon. At that
time, the Oregon Supreme Court was composed of
five circuit court judges. (3) Andrew Jackson
Thayer’s internment was in Crystal Lake Cemetery,
Corvallis Benton County, Oregon. (8)

Shortly after Andrew’s death, Melissa returned to
the farm, where she lived until moving to Portland,
Oregon in October of 1879. She lived in Portland
until her death on April 23, 1894. (3)

Even though George Shiel had successfully
replaced Andrew in Congress, he was denied the
Democratic nomination for Congress in 1862. He
left office on March 3, 1863, and was subsequently
barred from practicing law in Oregon because he
would not take the Oath of Allegiance. (8)
(bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?indexS
000358) Shiel died in 1893 following a freak
accident at the Hotel Williamett. He fell over a
railing, falling fourteen feet into a window well,
while allegedly slightly intoxicated. The fall broke
his neck. No Thayer cousin was in the vicinity at the
time of the accident to the best of our knowledge.
(10) (http://politicalgraveyard.com/bio/sheryl-

shield.html)

William Wallace Thayer 1827-1899
(Governor of Oregon)

William Wallace Thayer was born in Lima, N.Y.
on July 15, 1827. He also was educated in the
common schools in Lima, and, through private
study of law, was admitted to the New York Bar
in 1851. He
married Samantha C. Vincent on November 11,1852
in Tonawanda, Erie County, N.Y. Photo courtesy
http://bioguide.congress.cgov
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William Wallace, affectionately known as W.W.,
began the practice of law in Buffalo, NY, where he
entered into practice
with his older brother,

E. Thayer (first name ~

unknown). He  also

practiced law in A
Tonawanda, NY. (11) o : ‘q
(http://www.osl.state.or. q ~ N

us v
/lib/governors/wwt.htm) '

There is some
confusion as to when
William actually moved

\

to Oregon. His
biography in
“Biographical ~ Directory

of the Governors of the United States, 1789-1978,”
states that he moved to Oregon to practice with his
brother in 1862. In the same paragraph, the article
then states that William was attracted to Idaho in
1860 by the mining excitement in that territory” and
that he “opened a law office in Lewiston, Idaho
where he remained until 1867.” He could not have
been in two places at once, so this writer assumes
that he did go to Idaho in 1860.

Lewiston, Idaho is located right on the
Idaho/Oregon border. Gold had been discovered in
Idaho in 1860. The gold rush also attracted
merchants who set up a supply center in Lewiston.
In 1863, Idaho became a Territory, and the tent city
of Lewiston became the capital. William became a
part of that wild period of time in the history of the
U.S. One can only guess the excitement that he
experienced, and the things that he saw during that
time period.

William may have been involved in “panning for
gold” as a participant, or as a financial partner. An
Oregon Placer Land Patent for 153.64 acres, located
at Squaw Lake, and issued on February 7, 1891, was
found on the INTERNET bearing the names, C. B.
Bellinger, H. K. Hanna, J. K. Kelly, Henry Klippel,
W. W. THAYER, and James A. Wilson as the
Patentees. The BLM Serial # for the mining claim
was ORRAA009980. Placer mining was defined as
“the extraction of minerals from placer deposits
which generally consist of unconsolidated sand and
gravel. Among the minerals which can occur in
placer deposits are gold, platinum, ...” The
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description continues, saying “In Oregon, placer
mining is most often a recreational pursuit and is
conducted using a gold pan, sluice box, or small
motorized suction dredge...” Even though there is
no definitive proof that “W. W. Thayer” was our
William Wallace Thayer, it is highly likely that this
person was  “one in the same.” (12)
(http://'www.glorecords.blm.gov/Patent Search/
Detail.asp? Accession=0ORRAA++009980&Index=1
&QryID=52970.33&DetailTab=1)

In 1866, William was elected District Attorney for
the Third Judicial District, Idaho Territory. This
appointment associated him with “upholding the
law.” He was also elected to the 1866-67 session of
the Idaho Territorial House of Representatives.

William Wallace Thayer opted to return to the
State of Oregon in 1867. He decide to settle in the
East Portland areca, and “entered into a law
partnership.” We assume that the partnership was
with his brother, Andrew. His biography published
in Biographical Directory of the Governors of the
United States 1789-1978, states that William “also
practiced law in Tonawanda, New York, before
moving to Oregon in 1862 to practice law with
Andrew J. Thayer, another of his brothers.”

In 1876, William entered politics through the back
door when J.W. Watts, a Republican presidential
elector  committed to  presidential  candidate
Rutherford B. Hayes, had his certification
challenged by fifteen persons. William was one of
the fifteen who challenged the elector. The
Democrat’s contention was that Watts’s was
Postmaster of Lafayette, Oregon, which should have
made him ineligible to be an elector. The challenge
failed. Had it not failed, Samuel J. Tilden, another
transplanted lawyer from New Lebanon, New York,
would have been elected as President of the United
States in the 1876 election. This was known as the
most controversial presidential election in the United
States prior to the Bush/Gore campaign and George
W. Bush’s subsequent election in 2000.

In 1878, the Oregon State Democratic Convention
nominated  William  Wallace Thayer as its
gubernatorial candidate. William defeated C. C.
Beekman, the Republican candidate, by only fifty-
nine votes. Thus, he became the Governor of
Oregon. He was inaugurated as Governor on
September 11, 1878.
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William only served one term as Governor. He
opted not to run br reelection in 1882. However, he
had some significant achievements during his tenure.
The state debt was paid. Also, a 400 to 500 person
State Insane Asylum was almost completed.
Additionally, elected judges replaced Circuit Court
Judges as members of the Oregon Supreme Court by
statute.

In 1884, William was the Democratic candidate
for a seat on the Oregon Supreme Court. He held
that position for six years. He served as Chief Justice
of that court from 1888 to 1890. (11)
(http.//www.osl.state.or.us/lib/governors/wwt.htm)

Wililam Wallace Thayer died on October 15,
1899. His internment was in the Lone Fir Cemetery,
Portland, = Multnomah  County, Oregon. (13)
(http.//politicalgraveyard.com/bio/Thayer. html)

Note: During my research, I discovered that Andrew
and Melissa’s names were not on any official
Oregon Pioneer lis.ite. I contacted Stephanie Flora,
the website manager of
http://www.oregonpioneers.com/ortrail.htm,
regarding this omission. She found the Oregon
Donation Land Claim #1432 data, and added their
names to that Pioneer database. She also supplied
me with copy of the Clara M. Thayer Harding
remembrances. From the following: Oregon Pioneer
Remembrances, Finished February 8, 1930) Clara
M. Thayer Harding, Andrew Jackson Thayer, June
29, 1939. From papers in possession of Mrs. R. M.
Peffer. Jht @

The Sussex Thayers

THAYER. She died in Lyminge, Kent, England,

in 1936, long before I was born. My mother was
still only 14 years old at the time and had been living
with foster parents since she was about 8, as her
father died when she was 5 weeks old, and her
mother, in her illness (she had multiple sclerosis),
could not cope with three young children.

In fact, I didn’t even know my grandmother’s
name until I caught the genealogy bug, and started
asking my parents questions. My  mother,
understandably, could tell me very little. She knew
that her eldest brother lived with his maternal
grandparents in Liphook, Hampshire. She only met

Inever knew my grandmother, Rosina May
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him once in her life, when he wvisited her one
weekend in his army uniform. He was killed in
France on 8 Oct 1944, aged 31. Her other brother
died shortly after the war, from tuberculosis
contracted while on the North West Frontier in India.

I purchased a copy of my grandmother’s marriage
certificate: Rosina May THAYER married James
Henry BIRD in Bramshott, Hampshire, England on
3 August 1918. James was a widower, 48 years old,
a soldier, and Rosina was a spinster, aged 35, of
Bramshott, her father being Charles THAYER, a
labourer.

Rosina May was the second of six children born
to  Charles THAYER and Maria  Alma
BRIGHTWELL. The family at that time lived in the
little village of Woolbeding in Sussex. In the census
returns Charles is recorded as a Brick Maker. He
was born in Fernhurst, Sussex on 6 May 1857.

Charles’s father, Thomas THAYER, was also a
Brick Maker. Thomas married Amelia BOXALL in
Lodsworth in 1839, and they had 13 children. Over
the years their surname was spelt in various ways. In
the 1841 census it was THAIR; in 1851 it was spelt
THERE; and in 1861 THAIER. It stabilised from
1871 onwards as THAYER, although one son,
James, was James THAIR at his marriage in 1870,
and that’s how his descendants spell their name.

Thomas was the fourth son of Thomas, another
Brick Maker, and Sarah. Thomas THEAR married
Sarah HOUNDSOME on 9 May 1804 in Lurgashall,
Sussex. The elder Thomas had a brother, James, also
a Brick Maker, who left a will in 1864. At the end of
the will he signed his name twice, and a note was
made by the solicitor: “The said James THEAR
having signed twice. First as ‘James THEAR’ and
also as ‘James THAYRE’, not knowing which is the
proper mode of spelling his name.” Which just about
says it all really. This James’s descendants have the
surname THAYRE.

The father of James and Thomas was George, who
was, yes, a Brick Maker. George THARE married
Jane HOLDEN in Kirdford on 13 Apr 1773. In
November of that year George was issued with a
settlement document by the Overseers of the Poor in
Petworth to the Overseers of the Poor in
Northchapel. This document acknowledged that
George and his family could be removed back to
Petworth should he fall on hard times and require
parish relief.
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“To Wit We Michael FOARD and Thomas
SMITH and John BROWN Church Wardens and
Overseer of the Poor of the Parish of Petworth in the
County of Sussex aforesaid, do hereby own and
acknowledge George FAIR and Jane his Wife to be
Inhabitants legally settled in the Parish of Petworth
aforesaid . . .”

Their children were all baptised in Northchapel:
Sarah FARE on 5 Dec 1773, Elizabeth FARE on 13
Mar 1776, Mary FARE on 29 Mar 1778 (in the
parish register THAIRE is added in later, above
FARE), Charlotte FARE alias THARE on 14 Nov
1779, Thomas THAIRE on 8 Feb 1782, James
THAIRE on 25 Jan 1784, William THAIRE on 29
Jul 1787, John THAIRE on 10 Apr 1791, and
George THAIRE on 3 Nov 1793.

[Photo: Rosina May BIRD (nee THAYER) with her
two youngest children, about 1923, Folkestone,
Kent, England.]
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George’s wife, Jane, died in November 1797, and
George married again on 10 May 1801 in Petworth
to a widow, Mary STEMP. They had one child, a
daughter, Frances, baptised in Northchapel (as
THAIR) on 19 Sep 1802.

George died in April 1811 and left all his worldly
goods to his wife Mary THAYRE, whom he made
executrix of his will.

No baptism can be found in the area for George,
so his parents are unknown at this stage. There is a
William THEAR, Brick Maker of Kirdford, who left
a will in 1781. He appointed his “loving wife Sarah
THEAR” executrix, and “after her death I desire to
bequeath all my effects whatsoever to my children to
be equally divided between them”, but unfortunately
he does not name his children, only one: “but if my
youngest son Thomas THEAR do mar[r]y Elizabeth
LOATH that has sworn a Bastard child to him I do
hereby cast him the said Thomas THEAR off with
one guinea to be paid him out of my effects after the
death of my wife.” One wonders if Thomas did
marry the mother of his child.

I would like to acknowledge the help I have
received from Paul Thayre in Lancing, West Sussex,
and Jan Brown in Edenbridge, Kent, in tracing my
THAYER line. If anybody has any information at
all, however small, on THAYER (or anything that
sounds like that!) in the UK, it would be very
gratefully  received. My e-mail address is
jillsalt@hotmail.com or thayer@one-name.org - this

is the official address registered at The Guild Of
One-Name Studies, in London, England, for the
THAYER one-name study in the UK.

Jill Salt, January 2003

Unit 4A, Block 9, Yanlord Garden, 99 Pu Ming
Road, Pudong, Shanghai, 200120

People’s Republic of China

Sources used: Civil registration birth, marriage and
death certificates.

Parish registers — filmed originals and record office
transcriptions.

Photocopies of filmed original Wills and Settlement
Document.

Transcriptions from filmed Census Returns. [
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Unplaced Thayer - Found!

Rodney Lee Thayer, Webmaster

Frank L. Thayer, born 1893, has been removed
from the Unplaced List for the state of Vermont.
This brings our total for “Placed” Thayers to 23.

The Unplaced Lists on the TFA web site are an
important part of the site and has proven very useful
in placing unknown Thayers in one of the three
immigrant lines.

Thanks to everyone who has
information in placing these individuals! @

contributed

J. Richard Thayer

Watertown Daily News, Thursday, November 21,
2002, Passenger in airplane that crashed at Massena
(NY) dies. By Chris Garfro & David C. Shampine,
Times Staft Writers

MASSENA (NY)-- The passenger of a private
plane that crashed Tuesday evening at the Airport
has died of his injuries.

J. Richard Thayer, 43, Shelburne, Vt., died
overnight at Samaritan Medical Center in
Watertown, (NY) where he was flown by Army
helicopter (10" Mountain Division from Ft. Drum)
after the crash, said Krista G. Kitfie, director of
marketing and community relations for the hospital.

The pilot of the single-engine Aerospatiale
Trinidad, Lawrence D. Kenney, also 43, of South
Burlington, Vt., was at Fletcher Allen Health Care in
‘Burlington, where he was taken after the crash.

Mr. Kenney reportedly suffered a broken back but
his condition was unavailable at the family’s request.
The two men were flying from Toronto to
Burlington when the plane began to ice up. Mr.
Kenney tried to make an emergency landing at the
Massena airport but crashed wide of the runway on
the airport’s infield. After crashing, Mr. Kenney
used a cell phone to make a 911 call that was
received by the Ontario Provincial Police, said (NY)
State Police Investigator Judith T. Paduano.

The National Transportation Safety Board has
begun investigating the crash, Luke Schiava of
NTSB’s office in Parsippany, N.J., was in
Plattsburgh (NY) Wednesday meeting with officials
from the Federal Aviation Administration about the
crash and was to visit the crash scene today.
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The NTSB is the lead investigative agency for all
airplane crashes.. -Edited for length, Editor. &

Charlie W. Thayer-Woolf

Obituary in The Chronicle, Centralia/Chehalis, WA,
Thursday, 24 Oct 2002

Lifetime Onalaske resident Charlie W. Thayer-
Woolf, 17, died Sunday, Oct 20 in Cinebar [car
accident]. Thayer-Woolf was born Feb. 27, 1985 in
Centralia and was a student at Onalaska High
School. A member of Onalaska fire department, he
loved farming, four-wheeling, helping others and
working with machinery. Survivors include his
parents Joe and Sherry Thayer-Woolf of Onalaska;
sisters, Sadie Thayer-Woolf and Krystle Woolf, both
at home; grandmothers, Tennessee Thayer of Ether,
and Lois Woolf of Onalaska; aunts, Mary Rushton
of Onalaska, Irene Filla of Winlock and Terry
Cooney of Forks; uncle Tom Woolf of Ann Arbor,
Mich.; numerous cousins; friend, Nina McBee,
Justin Lumbardi, Jake Lyons, Terry Swigert, and
Nathan McBee.

Preceding him in death were his grandfathers, Al
Woolf and Roy Thayer; and uncle Rich Filla.

Memorials may be donations to Charlie Thayer
fast team scholarship with the Onalaska Scholarship
Fund.

Cremation arrangements are under the direction of
American Burial and Cremation Services.

A service for Charlie W. Thayer-Woolf will begin
at 1 p.m. Saturday at Onalaske Fire Hall with the
Rev. Larry Meade officiating. A reception for his
family and friends will follow at the hall. @

Electronic Newsletter Tips
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor

This is the first in a series of Help articles
designed to aid those receiving the Electronic Thayer
Quarterly (ETQ) with simple functions of Adobe
Acrobat Reader. The Reader has an extensive help
function but can be overwhelming at times due to the
large amount of information that is available.

These Tips will aid in navigation of the document
and performing simple functions. Richard T. Koch
has shared these first Tips with Kate Kuzmich and I,



and I am reproducing them here to better facilitate
the users of the ETQ.

TIP #1 How do I transfer portions of the ETQ into
personal Thayer documents or genealogy programs?
This was asked because a lot of the readers of the
newsletter use lineage information and other data for
their own use, whether it is a personal document or a
genealogy program. Richard found the answer.

OO0 E| D -

In the picture above, this is one of the tool bars
available when you are in the Reader. The normal or
default setting when Reader opens is the q?-.-?
open hand button is depressed, which
enables you while holding the left mouse button
down to move the page around on your screen.

T B

The text selection button allows you to ’]"
select text. Select the button by pressing the 4
button on the tool bar. Then simply select text on the
screen by using the left mouse button, pressing it at
the start of the selection and releasing it at the end of
the selection, then press CTRL C (control key and C
key) at the same to copy the text. Open your word
processing or Windows based genealogy program
place your cursor where you want the text to start,
and press CTRL V to paste the selected material.
Keep in mind that when you select text, it copies
across the page width, not just the column, so you
may have to do this a number of times or just edit
out what you do not need.

TIP #2 How do I credit information I copy from the
newsletter?

Richard provided this information as well. As
when using anyone else’s work, always reference the
material used to avoid copyright infringement. When
copying material from the newsletter, whether it is
the Electronic version, or the paper version, please
use this format to reference this as source material:
newsletter name, No., page number, date, article
title, and author. An example of this is listed below:

The Thayer Quarterly, Volume 10, Issue 4, pg 4-8,
December 2002, “Tiffany Thayer Ignites Research
for UFOs” Russell Harwood Knox. [
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Query

Researching the Thayer boys who helped in
designing the intercontinental railroad in the 1860’s.
If anyone knows of these individuals and would like
to share information, please contact Bob Thayer via
email at: bobandalta@citlink.net [

Words from the President

During the past several months TFA has been
working on some things that will hopefully
streamline the workings of TFA. Included in this
issue of the TQ is one of the projects: the proposed
amendments to the bylaws, which you, the
membership, will be called upon to decide.

We will return to Braintree for the 2004 meeting,
but TFA has been in contact with some people that
are interested in hosting the 2005 reunion, scheduled
to be held elsewhere. That decision will be made by
the new Board, and presented to the membership for
a vote in 2004.

The electronic version of the Thayer Quarterly has
been well received, and the Board is looking for
feedback on whether or not it should be continued.
It definitely has saved TFA some money.

I won’t take up any more space here.

I sure do look forward to seeing all of you at the
Reunion in Frankenmuth in June.

Albert Thayer Morton
President, Thayer Families Association

Historian’s Report Feb 2002

There is a 70-year right-to-privacy law in the
United States, which was intended to protect
individuals, but the flip side also handicaps all
genealogists. In 1973, 30 years ago, I began the
Thayer genealogy research. In an early conversation
at that time with Jim Thayer, he insightfully
suggested that one goal of my work should be to
create a database which could be easily linked to
present generations. The following effort, which I
have been recently engaged in, moved me closer to
achieving this early goal.

This has been the most eventful quarter for me. In
addition to my husband’s surprise open heart surgery
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(age 58--5 bypasses); the loss of his newly formed
construction business; our daughter’s C-section
delivery of grandchild #5; and the untimely death of
Bailey, my ‘“hearing ear” service doggie, I squeezed
in a project of monumental proportions. Thanks to
the dedication and generosity of TFA member, Patty
Kaye Stewart of Hopland, CA the 1930 US census
was made available to me. During a month long
stretch 1 extracted and computerized Thayer
genealogical information from this enumeration as
available through Ancestry.com.

Patty spent many hours making the census index
information easily available in the form of an index
for all of us. She made membership in Ancestry
available to me, which enabled me to view the actual
pages of the 1930 census.

You can access Patty’s listing at:
http://www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/Farm/1936/Gen
ealogy/THAYER/1930census.html

But first, a word of warning. Patty is not the one
responsible for the absurdly incorrect names in the
index--the folks at Ancestry are the culprits. In some
cases, | felt the indexer did not wuse much
imagination in deciphering the handwriting of the
census taker --in other cases, they seemed to use too
much imagination! All in all, Patty’s index is a very
helpful tool.

If you wish to see the actual census pages, you
will need a membership to Ancestry--well worth the
cost if you are going to be doing extensive
genealogical research. There are hyperlinks from the
actual Ancestry index to the actual census pages.
However, one must keep in mind that the indexer
often had difficulty in deciphering the census taker’s
handwriting, and there is no “soundex” feature. One
must spell the given name the same as the indexer
has it or you will end up with no hits!

In the past, in order to extract the Thayer
information in the census records, I would have to
travel from our (former) home in Beaverton, OR and
spend a week going daily from 7 am. to 10 p.m. to
the Family History Library in Salt Lake City, UT. I
would painstakingly extract each Thayer family and
write out the information by hand. By contrast, I was
able to do the same important work in the comfort of
my home office on one computer equipped with high
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speed access and immediately record the information
in my other trusty computer. All thanks to Patty!

I did NOT index every name. Due to the vast
number of individuals, not all single individuals or
couples were computerized. I did, however, index all
families where there were children. In my computer
files, I recorded this information by the head of the
family. For some of the individuals I was reading
actual census pages. For others, that were more
obviously correct, I extracted only the index
information. It was really a surprise to me that I was
able to accomplish this monumental task, especially
in such a short period of time of months instead of
years. [ felt the information important enough to
extend the extra effort. Each piece of identifying
information helps to make the overall data more
accurate. As a result, some of the unplaced Thayer
families took on identity.

This latest census produced some surprising
findings. Where in the previous generations, couples
were having relatively large families, I was now
finding a good proportion of the Thayers were
marrying but having no children at all! Very few
couples in MA, CA, CT were having children. Why
were so many couples not having children in
1930??? And HOW did they avoid having them? I
had to wonder what was happening during this time
period to cause this considerable shift in trend. Sure,
the country was in or near a depression, but this
trend seemed to be especially notable in various
geographical areas!

The largest population of Thayers in 1930,
surprisingly, still resided in the home state of
Massachusetts; this was followed by Thayers

residing in the state of NY. Of those in NY, I think it
fair to say 99% of all the Thayer families living in
that state in 1930 were from the line of Thomas the
immigrant! Only about a dozen families descend
from Richard; much less from Nathaniel. The same
seemed to be the case of Thayers in the state of
Maine.

The pages of the actual census for both IL and IN
were nearly illegible. Missouri was the most
impossible for identifying individuals! Pennsylvania
was well reported. Couples in that state were not
afraid to have children, with a surprise appearance in
that state in the form of a Thayer family from
Poland! Ohio gave me a run for my money--
especially those from the Toledo, Lucas county area.


www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/Farm/1936/Genealogy/THAYER/1930census.html
www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/Farm/1936/Genealogy/THAYER/1930census.html

The single largest concentration of Thayers all
from one family are in Braxton county, West
Virginia!  With the exception of one tiny Thayer
family from Ohio, they were all descendants of
Seth’, Job®, Abel’, Zachariah!, Nathaniel’, Richard*!
THAYER. In this branch of our Thayer family, 5 to
12 children was the norm! Not another branch of
closely related Thayer family members appeared to
have lived geographically so close to one another--at
least not to this magnitude. It sure makes keeping
“family ties” easier! The Thayers in Braxton County
make up half the Thayer population of the entire
state. All but one WV Thayer family was traceable
to the immigrants Richard or Thomas Thayer.

Arkansas had the most “disconnected” families.
New Hampshire was filled with the descendants of
the immigrant, Nathaniel Thayer. It was interesting
to note that descendants were not found in
concentration in other states.

Vermont’s index had the most problems. In many
cases there were either no census hyperlinks or that
hyperlinks went to incorrect pages. That state had
the highest concentration of “foreign bormn” Thayers
compliments of the immigrant, Nathaniel Thayer,
whose descendants emigrated to Canada around the
time of the Revolution. Vermont also seemed to be
the “most predictable state” due to least amount of
changes and least amount of “newcomers” to the
state.

Wisconsin  seemingly had the most consistent
“traditional” families. Thayers there seemed to be
less concerned with limiting their children. Only one

really big surprise from that state: two Thayer
families  immigrant progenitor ~was bom in
BELGIUM!

The number of Thayers in Kansas was a total
surprise!!  Also  surprising: they were easily
identifiable. Maryland had the most “unplaced”
Thayers. Wisconsin was one of the least.

Massachusetts had the most identifiable and they
were predominately descendants of the immigrant
Richard Thayer!

By 1930 only one individual with “THAIR”
spelling. “Thomas R. THAIR, age 8, NY.”

The descendants of Thomas seemed to be the
most adventurous. Descendants of Richard seemed
to be the most homebodies and remained in MA. Of
Richard’s descendants which did venture, 99% of
them descended from Nathaniel’, Richard®!.
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Although my next book in the “Comprehensive”
series was pretty much already formatted, I made an
extra effort to include this new census information
for the families appearing in this forthcoming
publication. This necessitated some manipulation of
the numbering system so that the newly discovered
Thayers could be included after the numbering was
already intact. It is hoped this information will be
useful to the reader.

According to 130 million indexed in the 1930
census, [ identified individuals in each of the
following states as numbered below, number totaling
10,341. In the process, I weeded out some
duplication and a few erroneous errors made by
recorders. All-in-all, if only one family was able to
be moved from my unplaced file of some 13,000
individuals this effort would have been worthwhile.
As it stands, over 8 lines of multi-generations were
found and subsequently moved and accounted for.

AL 8, AK 1, AZ 34, AR 23, CA 740, CO 104, CT
282, DE 16, DC 52, FL. 52, GA 61, HA 7, ID 43, IL
472, IN 268, TA 188, KS 261, KY 6, LA 19, ME
231, MA 1447, MD 112, MI 779, MN 333, MS 19,
MO 157, MT 58, NE 222, NV 8, NH 140, NJ 74,
NM 26, NY 1303, NC 46, ND 20, OH 511, OK 92,
OR 186, PA 422, R1 127, SC 46, SD 61, TN 47, TX
80, UT 27, VT 140, VA 124, WA 267, WV 213,

WI 320, WY 66. &

From Patricia’s Mail Bag

The following was shared with me by Jackie Thayer
Culp of Englewood, CO from the Oceana
[Michigan] County Pioneers and Business Men of
Today 1890.

The Wreck of the Schooner Souvenir

On the night of Nov 26, 1872, the weather being
mild and pleasant, the schooners Souvenir and
Minnie Corlett, owned in Pentwater and manned
from this port, left harbor loaded, bound for
Chicago. The former was ladened with 800,000
shingles, and the latter with lumber in the hold and
square timbers on deck. At about 11 o’clock p.m. the
wind veered suddenly to the northwest and soon
increased to a terrific gale, accompanied with
blinding snow and the mercury dropped to zero. The



next morning the Souvenir was discovered near the
Claybanks south of Luddington, going on the outer
bar with one man on deck at the wheel, but no one
else in sight. There was no life crew to help, and the
sea would not permit the venture to reach the vessel.
Those on shore signaled the man on deck to tie a line
about his body and let the other end float ashore. He
signaled back “No,” either being unable to make the
effort or thinking ir useless. About noon Wm.
Girard, the lighthouse keeper at Ludington,
succeeded in reaching the vessel in a small boat,
going alone, no one having the courage to
accompany him. He found the man yet alive but
unconscious, and he breathed by a few moments
afterwards. He was the last of the crew, the rest were
all gone. The rigging and deck load were gone and
the spars had fallen aft and still remained on deck. It
was Frank Whitcomb who stood at the wheel and
perished in sight of land and help. The crew was as
follows: Chas. Craine, Captain; Frank Whitcomb,
Mate; John Perry, Stweard; Charles Dagle, Peter
Hallene, Richard Moore and Thomas THAYER,
seamen.

The Minnie Corlett being scow built, washed high
and dry upon the shore and all escaped with their
lives, but some with badly frozen feet and hands.
Peter Drevis, now a resident of Pentwater was on
board the Corlett and had his lims and ears badly
frozen.

The event was described in verse by Prof A. J.
Woods, of the Pentwater Union Schools, as follows:

The Loss of The Souvenir

Gone was summer with its sunshine, with its mild
and favored gales,

And the chilling blast of autumn with its snow and
sleet prevails;

Fierce and still more fierce the west wind beat
against our wave-washed shore;

And the lake gave fearful warning none must tempt
Its dangers more.

But the gallant hardy seamen, used to toll, to dangers
bred,

Laughing at the winds and billows, viewing storms
with naught of dread, --

Heeded not the warning given, manned their gallant
craft once more,
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Bade adieu to friends and kindred, and prepared to
quit the shore.

While, as if to lure them onward, milder blew the
winds that day,

And the raging, restless billows sunk again to

sportive play;

And to those who watched and waited for their loved
ones came no fear,

When by brave men manned and guided, sailed the
gallant Souvenir.

But no man can read the secrets Nature chooses to
withhold;

Winds and waters scorn man’s prowess and refuse to
be controlled;

And before the night was ended, ere they reached
their destined port,

Winds and waves in all their fury made the fated

bark their sport.

What those brave boys met and suffered through that
long and fearful night,

When the mad sea came upon them in its wild and
restless might,

How they toiled, till chilled and helpless, powerless
to combat the waves,

They were swept from off their vessel, and
consigned to watery graves.

Whether all went down together, or were swept off
one by one;

Whether in the night they perished, or held out till
rise of sun; --

God in mercy only knoweth, It is not for us to know,
Best it is we may not fathom every fearful sight of
woe.

All we know is, that ere midday, torn, dismantled,
tempest-tossed,

At the sport of winds and billows, there was thrown
upon our coast, --

All that evermore might greet us, of that vessel
staunch and true,

Which but yesterday departed, with the Souvenir
from view.

Of the seven brave men who manned her, only one
now trod the deck,

When upon the shore she drifted, and unsightly,
shapeless wreck;



And he, too, when home seemed nearer, when the
help of man seemed nigh,

Bruised and crippled, chilled and helpless, he could
only gasp and die.

Mourn we for the loved departed, taken in their pride
away;

Mourn we with the stricken kindred who are with us
here today.

May we be by grace enabled, as our hearts with
anguish swell,

To take home the warning given, knowing “God

doth all things well.”

Does anyone know of this Thomas Thayer? Please
contact the Assistant Genealogist, Jerry Thayer, via
email or post mail at the addresses given on the back
page. [=

Chelsea Thayer

“Chelsea Thayer, a senior at
Skaneateles High School, has
been selected for the Wells
College 2000 Leadership Award.

“The award recognizes female
students who have taken an
active leadership role in their
school or community, and comes
I with a $20,000 scholarship.

“Thayer, 17, is a member of
Teen Institute and a former officer in the Model
United Nations. She plays varsity lacrosse at
Skaneateles.

“She is undecided about her future studies but is
considering Wells, Cornell and the University of
Rochester.”

Editor’s note: this person was also mentioned in the
Summer 2002 Historian’s column and submitted by
Dorothy Thayer Sharon of Skaneateles, NY. This is
reprinted in its entirety, but the name of the
newspaper is unknown.

The question Tricia posed to everyone reading this
is; does anyone know which Thayer family she
belongs to? =
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Membership Report

Good news - Bad news!

The GOOD News - we currently have 554
members, including 81  family = memberships,
worldwide.

The BAD News - 254 have not renewed their
memberships.

1. Make sure you check your membership expiration
date on the mailing label of this Thayer Quarterly. If
you are deliquent in your dues payment this will be
the last TQ you will receive. PLEASE send you dues
in immediately.
2.Keep you mailing address current with the
Membership Chairman. As the post office does not
always forward 3rd class mail, which our Quarterly
is mailed as, you may miss your Quarterly, even if
you have left your forwarding address with them.
We are very pleased to welcome the following
new members and encourage anyone, including new
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. If
you would like to volunteer even just a little of your
time please let our president, Albert Morton, know at
ThayerATM@aol.com, or me, Clint Thayer
at ClntThayer@aol.com.

Capen, Dianne B., Surry, ME

Dickinson, Carol Joyce LaValley, Oscoda, MI
Kane, Jean Sayre, Williamsburg, VA

Nowak, Nancy Couch, Northville, MI
Osburg, Gail H., Reston, VA

Raggio, Nicholas O., Mill Valley, CA
Ruschkewicz, Mary C., Lundington, MI

Salt, Jill, Pudong, Shanghai, Republic of China
Thayer, Hazen & Gwen J., Burton, MI
Thayer, James Roland, Indian Rocks, FL

Please notify the Membership Committee if you
are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if I
have missed anyone in this list let me know.

Again, notify me of any change of address, and
keep your dues paid up.

Clint (Ralph Clinton,
Chairman
Email: CintThayer@aol.com &

Jr.) Thayer, Membership



mailto:thayeratm@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com

From the Editor...

Well as we approach the time to publish, once again |
find myself in a rush to write in my column...

The 13™ annual reunion is being planned out very
well and is sure to be a great success. I plan on attending
this year and will be the Guest Speaker for the event, and
will give a presentation on what 1 provide for the
association, I will also have some Thayer Headstone
Reference Books available with me. I will also provide an
overview of our Website, which has provided lots of data
for Tricia’s continued research. Remember, I am coming
all the way from Japan, so if you have material for an
article or would just like to meet your editor, in June you
will have your chance, it is not often I get back to the
states, so take advantage of it.

Headstone information. If you have Thayer
headstone information and have not submitted it, please
consider doing so in order to record this history while we
still have it. Contact me at our post address or via email.

There are several new sections to this newsletter. First
is the article on foreign spouses, starting with my wife’s
article. The native language was added so the readers can
“see” a little more into their lives. I hope to continue this

series with several more Asian spouses and native
languages.

Another new article appearing is the tips for the
Electronic Newsletter (ETQ), this idea was suggested by
Richard T. Koch. This is some really good information,
and since I use pdf files in my teaching of the US Navy,
look forward to some good information and tips.

When you submit an article, please keep in mind that
the article will eventually appear, but may get “bumped”
to a later issue due to the arrival of time sensitive
information. I work on four issues at a time to try and get
a good spread of material.

I can be contacted via email at: thayer@genealogist.net

Stories Needed

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a
Thayer related family with the rest of your family.
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them.
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write
the article for you. Editor [

Membership Form

Please check your membership expiration date on the mailing label on the back page of this issue; if your date has gone by you
may not receive future issues of the newsletter. We encourage you to renew your membership before the expiration to
maintain uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter.

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership.
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association.

Please check one: Annual Dues $15.00 New Single Membership Renewal of Single Membership
Annual Dues $25.00 New Family Membership Renewal of Family Membership
Please check one: PAPER Issue mailed to you ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you BOTH

Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.

First member name:

Second member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total:

Address:

City, State, Country and Zip:

Email address:

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:

Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
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Thazfer Families Association
13" Annual Meeting & Reunion

to be held at the Bavarian Inn Restaurant, Frankenmuth, Michigan
Saturday, 28 June 2003

REGISTRATION FORM

We have a wonderful private meeting room reserved from 12 noon until closing on the 28" of June.
Registration will commence at noon, hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be available at that time. The
annual meeting will be held at 1:00 p.m.

The Guest Speaker this year will be our own Editor, Rodney Lee Thayer, who will be coming from
Japan to attend the reunion. He has put together an informative presentation regarding his current
position of Editor and Webmaster as well as some other items of interest. He will also speak about his
current book, the Thaver Headstone Reference. During the break following the meeting he will give a
website demonstration. His presentation is sure to be the highlight of the reunion!

Following the meeting there will be a two-hour break giving us some free time before dinner.

Dinner will be the Bavarian Inn’s world famous Bavarian Style Chicken dinner with all the trimmings,
served family style. Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. in the same room as the meeting.

Advance reservations are required along with $10 per person registration charge, $1 per child aged 12
and under. There will be no further dinner charges for TFA members, unless you choose to order
adult beverages or any other private extras.

Full Name:

Email address:

Guest/Spouse:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Number of Adults for Dinner Saturday: X $10.00 each; amount enclosed: $ (required)
Number of Children for Dinner Saturday: X $1.00 each; amount enclosed: $ (required)

PLEASE SEND A CHECK AND RESPOND NO LATER THAN MAY 15, 2003 TO:

Curtis Ross Thayer

2900 Thayer Road

Freeland, MI 48623-9412
Home phone: 517-695-9113
Email: cdthayer@earthlink.net

Thank you for your participation in this informative & worthwhile event!



Proposed Changes to the Association Bylaws

In accordance with the Article VIII of the bylaws, proposed changes to the Bylaws
have to be published in the Thayer Quarterly at least 60 days before the Annual Meeting.
The proposed changes will be voted upon at the Annual Meeting of the membership in
June 2003.

Changes appear as red text.

ARTICLE 1
NAME, LOCATION AND PURPOSES
1.1 through 1.3, no changes.

ARTICLE I
MEMBERS
2.1 through 2.4, no changes.

ARTICLE III
OFFICERS

3.1 OFFICERS. The Officers of this Association shall be a President, a Vice-
President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. The President, Vice-President, Secretary and
Treasurer shall each serve a term of one year, or until their successors are elected, and be
eligible for reelection. The Executive Board will elect the officers of this Association
from within the membership of the Executive Board.

3.2 through 3.5, no changes

3.6  VACANCIES. In the case of a Vacancy on the Executive Board, the
Executive Board will elect a successor for the remainder of the vacant term.

3.7 NOMINATIONS. At each Annual Meeting a Nominating Committee of
at least three members will be elected by the Association. The Committee shall prepare
and have ready to present at the next Annual Meeting a slate of candidates for the
positions to be filled at that time. Before the election of Directors at the Annual Meeting
additional nominations from the floor shall be requested and permitted.

ARTICLE 1V
MEETINGS
4.1 through 4.4, no changes
ARTICLE V
EXECUTIVE BOARD

5.1 BOARD MEMBERSHIP. Nine Directors shall constitute the Executive
Board of this association. The Directors will serve a term of two years, or until their
successors are elected, and be eligible for reelection. The election of Directors shall be
such that in odd-numbered years four Directors will be elected and in even-numbered
years five Directors will be elected. These Directors shall perform the duties prescribed
by these Bylaws and by the parliamentary authority adopted by the Association. Only
members in good standing may serve as Directors of this Association. In addition,
members elected as Directors must have the ability to receive and send electronic mail.



5.2 through 5.6, no changes
ARTICLE VI
APPOINTEES AND COMMITTEES

6.1.3 Webmaster - The Thayer Families Webmaster shall prepare, publish and
maintain an Internet Web Site to facilitate a worldwide presence on the Internet. He/she
shall be solely responsible for its content and editorial policy. The Webmaster may
appoint persons to assist him/her as he/she deems qualified and appropriate. The
Webmaster serves an unspecified term, and at the pleasure of the Executive Board.

6.2, no changes

ARTICLE VII
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
No changes
ARTICLE VIII
AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS
No changes

NOTE: There may be some revisions made at the Board meeting. Further suggestions to
improve the Bylaws by any member attending the General Meeting will certainly be
considered for discussion.



THE THAYER QUARTERLY
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310
BRAINTREE, MA 02184-4702

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamily.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, Madora Boyd:
Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
Email: matboyd@aol.com

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno
Thayer Family Historian

3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762
Email: HIThayer@aol.com

Please include an SASE if you need a reply.

The Thayer Quarterly O (copyright 1994-2003, all rights
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion
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of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers,
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun);
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present;
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available
on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or
CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 346
Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is
available for $10 to the above address.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor,
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the TFA
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an
attached file containing the article. Your articles and
submissions may be edited (respectfully) for length and
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics
that are of general interest to members are encouraged, and
articles written by the editor at your suggestion, or from
material you provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for
submission to the Summer Issue is June 25", [
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