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Attention all readers, our
address has changed!

It has come to my attention that some members
are still sending dues to our previous Hanover, MA
address when sending in dues renewal. This address
has been cancelled and in the near future will stop
forwarding any mail at that address.

Our current and only official address is:

Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB#310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702

Please make note of this and use for any official
correspondence with the TFA. This address is
displayed on the front page of every issue under the
title and several places on the back page. When
writing, please check a current issue of the
newsletter to verify you are using the correct
address.

To contact a specific officer of the TFA you can
list their title under the Thayer Families Association
line; such as Editor or Treasurer.

To contact Patricia Muno, please use the address
on the back page for personal correspondence with
her, and please include a Self Addressed Stamped
Envelope (SASE). - Editor

Please check the expiration date on your
mailing label on this issue so you do not
miss any future mailings of this newsletter.

Thanks. Editor.

My Dad, My Hero

By Scott Edward Thayer

y dad loved his family, history, family
Mhistory, construction, golf, and his other

hobbies. Through his quiet strength, I
learned the virtues of integrity, honor, and a desire to
make him proud and approve of me, no matter how
old I was, and even now that he has passed on.

My earliest memory is being at an empty high
school football field, on a walk with my parents, and
my father asking me if I wanted to be up on his
shoulders. I was afraid to have my feet leave the
ground, but once on my Dad’s shoulders, I felt safe
and happy. Because I could see higher than
everybody else, I cried when it was time to come
down, to have to be with the “mere mortals” again.

Gordon Everett Thayer was born on June 8, 1934
in Chelsea, MA, the second and last child of Edward
Everett Thayer and Hazel Anna Mattison. Gordon
and his older brother Allan, lived the first few years
of his life in Watertown and Belmont MA, before
moving to Wakefield, MA about 1940, and he never
left. His father was a truck mechanic for the C.W.
Spear’s Dairy of Wakefield, and his mother was a
homemaker.

The family lived in several apartments, and at one
point lived in a house next to one of the two lakes in
town. Gordon said that the years on Spaulding street
were the happiest of his childhood. In a brag about
growing up, he would say “I was the
(tiddleywinks/checkers/card playing/you name it!)
champion of Spaulding Street.”

Every kid loves to brag about their father, and I
believed and repeated this boast for 15 years! I found
out later that Spaulding Street had only four houses
on it, and maybe two other kids besides him and his
brother. My first introduction to his very dry sense
of humor!
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Summers were special to Gordon, because he got
to spend time with his maternal grandparents in
Newbury, NH on Mountain View Lake, in the
1940’s and early 50°’s. His grandparents had nine
children, but there was always a warm spot in their
heart for the grandchildren. Gordon related how he
would spend all summer talking and fishing with his
grandfather, a soft spoken, slightly built man, with a
kind heart, that everyone loved. Going to “Sunapee”
became a tradition for Gordon’s family too, and
during the 1960’s and 70’s, he brought his family to
the same lake, to the camp (called the Pal-O-Mine)
that his aunt bought in 1949. He took us four kids to
the same fishing spot that he to went to with his
grandfather, and had the same view of Mt. Sunapee,
as he himself had had thirty years earlier.

Gordon was not scholarly, and my mother related
that in his senior year of high school he had to take
three years of English. Several old pictures show
him working in woodshop, working on a car, or just
having  fun. Nevertheless, he appreciated
scholarship, and it came to be expected of his own
children. When I complained about not getting
money for a good report card like other kids got, he
said, “Why should I pay you? You’re doing what
you’re supposed to do.” The day that I graduated
from college was the first time that he told me that
he was proud of me, and this was a big deal, because
he handed out compliments like gold bars.

To make ends meet after high school, he worked
at some manual labor, and also drove a taxi. He met
Beverly Alice Boyd when she was working at a
donut shop next to Wakefield’s train station, when
he was 19 and she was 15. After four years of dating,
they married on 08 Sep 1956, in the same church
that her parents attended.

Their first apartment was fine, until just after their
second child was born, my brother Glenn. They
bought 75 Montrose Ave. in Wakefield with % acre
of land in 1959, for $18000. The house had woods
on three sides, fruit trees, a blueberry patch, and
plenty of room to make forts, tree huts, and even had
a little baseball field. Even as a young teenager, it
seemed like a massive yard, with a lot to do.

Gordon loved doing projects around the property,
including building a cookout area with homemade
redwood furniture, a goldfish pond, a built-in
swimming pool, and a replica of a civil war cannon!
He always loved history, and his two favorite

holidays were 4™ of July and Christmas. Having
seen pictures of the Sylvanus Thayer house with the
cannon out front in 1965, he got the idea that he
wanted a cannon too! With some wagon wheels
from his in-laws, two pieces of sewer pipe welded
together and painted black, and building his own
carriage, a cannon was made in our front yard! This
was such a local novelty, we 4 children had our
picture taken for the front page of the local paper on
July 13,1965. For another 32 years, until the house
was sold, it became a tradition to shoot off fireworks
in the cannon. It was a beautiful piece of homemade
Americana! Family backyard cookouts were held
every year for 20 years on the 4™ and this was
always the center of attention. Gordon stayed at 75
Montrose Ave for 38 years, and he said that leaving
it was even more traumatic than getting divorced.

Gordon was not a TFA member, but was
interested to hear about the reunions, the newsletters,
and happenings with the association. I gave him a
copy of Tricia’s “England book,” since he was
responsible for my interest in family history, for
which I will always be grateful. He said that I had to
keep researching the family until I found a horse
thief. When I informed him that he and my mother
were 9™ cousins (my mother through Thomas, and
father through Richard), he replied, “See what
happens when cousins marry?”’

Christmas was always a series of traditions. There
were stockings under the mantle no matter what age
you were, electric candles in the windows, a natural
Christmas tree that took up half the living room, and
the playing of Mormon Tabernacle choir records.
The albums would be stacked on the changer 6 or 7
deep and play for hours. He couldn’t carry a tune,
but would always sing along with “Come, Come Ye
Saints”! The most important decisions were how
early could you get up without him getting mad, and
did you open the stockings under the mantle, or the
presents first?

As much as he loved history, family, major
holidays, and his home, Gordon loved construction.
For almost 10 years, he worked for a local
construction company, as a foreman and
superintendent. Gordon was not boastful, but related
how at the age of 24, he was supervising 40 men on
construction sites. Later, in business for himself, he
had built a wide variety of projects including a
tavern, a recording studio, an automotive store, a



funeral home, an office building, and a bankers
house. In a neighborhood of tradesman’s son’s, we
would build our own huts on a regular basis, and it
became a tradition to have your father dig out your
splinters every night. Later, at the age of 19, I
worked for him during the summer of 1978, clearing
brush for the elderly housing project in Georgetown,
MA, where his title was building supervisor. When |
asked him what my title was, he said “Apprentice
Rotten Egg”. Although I got poison ivy from head to
toe, it was a once in a lifetime experience, because I
got to work with my father. His last construction
project, in 1998, was as the clerk of the works for the
restoration of the Beebe mansion in Melrose, MA.
When completed, there was a reception dinner,
where he got to meet Bob Villa, and get one of his
autographed books.

When not working, there was only one thing to
do, and that was play golf! Gordon took up golf at
the age of 24, right after I was born in 1957, turning
my mother into a golf widow. He was extremely
competitive, and it was a great outlet, as well as a
place to make business contacts. After 10 years of
public golf courses, he joined the country club in
1967. In business for himself, he could golf 3 or 4
days per week, and he did. The fruits of this golfing
career were 3 holes-in-one, a member-guest win, two
second place low gross trophies, and was the 1973
club champion at Indian Ridge country club in
Tewksbury, MA. In the 5 match play wins, had beat
3 former club champions, one of which was a former
Mass state amateur champion. In 2002, when too
sick from emphysema to play golf, he told me how
much he missed golf. I reminded him of an earlier
comment he made, that he had played a lifetime of
golf in half a lifetime.

My wife tells me that I have the good (and some
bad) from both my parents, to which I say, “Thank
God.” The difference between my and my dad’s ages
became less as the years went by, and he grew to be
more of a friend than a parent. Ironically, I have
helped him the most after death. Proud and
independent, it was not really until the last week of
his life that I could drive, shop or help him at home.

The culprit for not having more time with his life,
family, golf, and construction, was smoking. He
smoked over 3 packs per day for 40 years, had
emphysema for 5 years, and developed small cell
lung cancer during the summer of 2002. If you

smoke, quit. If you don’t, don’t start. September 21,
2002 was a day that had to come, but it was too
soon.

Gordon Everett Thayer was not just my father; he
was a role model and a friend. To his memory, I
dedicate the 1,400+ names that I have collected for
the headstone project over the past 2 years, and
anything else I do for TFA.

(Gordon Everettlz, Edward Everett“, Rollo
Edward'’, Edward Everett’, Ira Orlando®, Abel’,
LeVi6, Hezekiah5'4, Nathaniel® , Richardz'l)

Editor’s note: Thank you Scott for this touching
history of your father, a great work that I am sure he
would be proud of! The material dedicated to the
Headstone Project is greatly appreciated by TFA, all
Thayers, and me. [&]

Thayer Family Reunion,
Frankenmuth, Michigan 2003

by Carolyn Morton

v || N\his year the families were welcomed to
Michigan by warm temperatures and warm
people. Of course, on Saturday, just before

dinner, there was a downpour that cooled and
refreshed. Frankenmuth demonstrated, along with
the routine “tourist stuff,” many displays of local
arts and crafts for sale. Most things were located
down the hill from our hotel, so we had to be
cautious as all purchases had to be carried up the hill
back to the hotel. Downhill — no problem, but two
city blocks uphill in 90-degree heat carrying
mementos and gifts can be a challenge!

The German heritage is obvious all about the
town. Although there is no ordinance about new
construction following the Bavarian theme of the
town, it is strongly encouraged!

We had many family members who were
attending a meeting for the very first time, and it
seemed much more social than usual. Many were
able to strike up conversations and discover common
links in heritage; links that in the past had been
elusive.

We all received a “goodie bag” containing
examples of Michigan grown navy beans, soy snack
nuts and packets of Michigan beet sugar as well as
informative packets about the local area. That area is



flat, rich farm land, and even most Boston Baked
Beans are grown in Michigan. After dinner, starting
around 10:00 p.m., there was a laser light show
behind the Bavarian Inn. I did not attend that, either,
but I understand it was a nice display.

Next year we will meet again in Braintree, and in
‘05, we are planning to meet in Abingdon, Virginia
the last weekend in July. This meeting will be timed
with a great festival of arts, crafts and antiques, and
for those who think they might want to attend that
reunion and take part in the demonstrations of local
talent, it would be a good idea to reserve your
sleeping space very early, even before we have many
details of our meeting and reunion. [4]

Words from the President

The 2003 Annual Business Meeting and Family
Reunion of the Thayer Families Association, Inc.,
was held in Frankenmuth, Michigan on the 28th of
June, at the Bavarian Inn. There were 122 people in
attendance, with many attendees from the local area
who had not been to a TFA meeting/reunion. Several
of them joined TFA during the meeting.

Curtis and Donna Thayer were thanked for all the
work they had done in organizing the affair in
Frankenmuth. And I want to give them special
thanks for being persistent enough to tip us out of
the habit of thinking all TFA meetings had to be in
Braintree, MA. This one showed that they can be
very well attended in other locations as well. Next
year’s meeting will be in Braintree again, and this is
being planned now to ensure it is a successful event.
For the 2005 meeting/reunion, plans are being
worked out to hold it in Abingdon, Virginia, in
conjunction with a large family reunion already
scheduled for there.

Snacks were provided, and lots of socializing took
place before President Al Morton called the meeting
to order. During this time, Jerry Thayer was very
popular with his computer and it’s data, helping the
attendees to locate themselves on the Thayer Family
Tree. It was hard to see Jerry, but easy to locate him,
by the standing crowd clutching papers while
waiting a turn at talking with him.

Copies of the Thornbury and Nathaniel volumes
of the Thayer Comprehensive were available for sale
as the reprints just became available. Copies of Lee

Thayer’s book on headstone data were also on view,
and could be ordered.

I read the corrected minutes from the 2002
meeting, as [ was the Secretary. Then a report of the
activities of the Board during the past year, written
from memory, was given. The very poor excuse was
that “the computer ate my notes,” as a virus had
caused my computer to crash shortly before the
meeting, rendering all the notes unavailable.

The names of the nominees to the Board and
Officers were presented at the Executive Board
Meeting on the 27th of June. This list was offered to
the Membership on the 28th. President, Madora
Allin Thayer Boyd; Vice President, James Loren
Thayer; Secretary, Al Thayer Morton; Treasurer,
Curtis Ross Thayer. The other directors were Judy L.
Young-Thayer, R. Clinton Thayer, Rodney Lee
Thayer, C. Russell Thayer, and Jeffery Lynn Thayer.
For the first time that I can remember, there was a
nomination from the floor. Judy L. Young-Thayer
was nominated to run against Curtis Thayer for
Treasurer. Judy spoke a few words, and Curt
responded with a few more. There was a flustered
pause while paper was found and passed around so a
vote could be taken. Lee and Russ counted the votes,
and Curt was returned to the Treasurer slot for
another year. The rest of the nominees were voted in
as named.

Lee Thayer, TQ Editor and Webmaster, as well as
Director, gave a very interesting presentation about
TQ, the web site, and his headstone book. It was
interrupted by a medical emergency among the
attendees. The hotel staff was notified, responded
rapidly with first aide and oxygen, and the affected
person was removed to a quieter area to recover. A
family member said this has happened before, and
was not unexpected. A complete recovery was
expected quickly. Lee finished his presentation, and
the meeting was adjourned soon after so the room
could be prepared for serving the Family Dinner.

Madora Boyd, TFA President [4]

Editor’s note: Further information regarding the
Meeting-Reunion will appear in the Fall
newsletter, such as the minutes from the meeting
and the list of Officers and Directors.



A Valuable Find

By Nancy Couch Nowak

n this day and age, hand written letters are rare.

What is an even more rare a find is a letter from

1979 that references a period in 1881 when a
devastating fire swept across Michigan. So what is
in a letter? Why are the contents so “valuable” to a
researcher?

Letters are written records of previous events.
They might give a glimpse into how people lived,
why they lived where they did, and with whom they
corresponded.

The letter (transcribed below) was found by
myself and my sister Suzi in a small library in
Harbor Beach, near the tip of the “thumb.” (The
“thumb” of the “mitten” of Michigan’s Lower
Peninsula is on the eastern side of the state.) We
found it in a binder of information gathered by a
local judge when he was writing a book about the
fire of 1881. The letter helped me to find my great-
great-great-grandfather’s (Simeon Thayer’s)
homestead - now owned by a different family.
Simeon Thayer was an early Michigan pioneer.
Could there be descendants of Simeon Thayer still in
the area? (I haven’t found anyone yet.)

Unbeknownst to me until after the Thayer reunion
(when I started to dig out some Thayer/descendants
gravestone pictures for Lee), I took a picture of the
letter writer’s gravestone when looking for my
grandmother’s gravestone and those of a few of her
ancestors. (The gravestone picture was taken the
month before 1 found the letter!)

I believe it was “by the grace of God” that I found
that letter during just a very short visit to the small
library. My Dad dug into the family history for years
(before I had any interest in this stuff), but I don’t
think he knew anything about Simeon Thayer’s
farm. Too bad I didn’t get into this during my Dad’s
life. He would have been thrilled to see it! Yet, I
wonder what led to finding the letter on an adventure
undertaken on my birthday....

2105 Russell Road
Palms, MI 48465
Nov. 8, 1979
Judge James H. Lincoln,
Dear Sir,
I received your letter last month, I feel it is time I
answered it.

I live on a Centennial farm, settled by Simeon and
Emarilla Thayer in the 1850’s. The deed is dated
1887 but I believe improvements had to made and
they arrived at least four years earlier.

My father-in-law Lafayette Thayer inhereted the
farm and his youngest son, Martin William was my
husband.

I heard Father Thayer tell about the 81 fire.

It was very hot and destructive but the family
home was spared.

The fire followed the railroad track to nearby here
and the wind changed so it veered off to the east and
tree’s in our woods had fire scars on them.

When Simeon Thayer came here there was one
settler between here and Forestville. Simeon died in
1861 and Emarilla had a large family to raise,
however she said “no disaster ever came beyond the
hill on the our west forty” so the home was spared
even for the next generation.

Maurice Walsh of Palms, a farmer Watkins dealer,
told me a very interesting story.

His father and a daughter of a farmer marriage
[sic] were out in the (This happened in Austin
Township) woods, realizing the fire was coming
nearer, they rushed home to find his wife and
children had fled. He knew that must have shelter so
he put the daughter in the well and climbed down
with her. A large herd of cattle fleeing ahead of the
fire, passed overhead and not one fell in.

When the fire had gone on, he went to look for the
family. When he found them they had perished in
the fire, possibly from smoke inhilation.

Later, Mr. Walsh married again and Maurice
Walsh was born to his third wife.

I checked with Mrs. Tillie, his daughter and she
verified the story as Marice died some years ago.
Mrs. William Tillie is living on his farm.

My husband Martin died in 1969.

My grandfather William McGregor settled on the
farm across the road from me and Samuel Abbot had
a farm south of him that is a Centennial farm.

However the earliest residents have passed on. I
came to Michigan from Montana in 1914 so am not
very well informed about the earlier settlers here. I
do not have any objects relating to that fire.

I hope you will pardon my mistakes as my
eyesight is very poor.

Sincerely,
Caroline P. Thayer



From this letter we get several names of
individuals, marriage information, and a description
of a great fire that swept through Michigan,
significant enough to be the topic of a book. We also
get some dates of events and other details. The letter
also made it possible for my sister and I to drive by
and briefly visit our ancestor’s homestead, picking
up some seeds from a very old maple tree on the
property.

If you have letters from years ago, save them or
even scan them in order to save them electronically.
My sister Marie digitally scanned the above letter,
making it possible to email the images to the Editor,
who saw the potential for an article. (He transcribed
the letter.) You never know what helpful information
may be provided by such letters, for your kin or
others, now or in the future.

For further information about the book and the
history  of  Huron County, Ml visit
http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Creek/5479/hur
oncounty/earlyhistory.html

For a vrecent article about the fire visit
http://www.thetimesherald.com/news/stories/200206
30/localnews/132816.html

Editor’s note: 1 was intrigued about the fire of 1881,
so I looked at the links provided above by Nancy
and found out that this was a fire of phenomenal
proportion! The second link describes how wildfires
in the West burn hundreds of thousands of acres of
land in weeks of burning. Well, that is nothing
compared to the fire of September 5, 1881, which
burned 1.2 million acres, in one afternoon! Read the
above articles for more information. [£]

William Sydney Thayer, MD

This information was found on the Internet at the
Repository Guide to the Personal Papers Collections
of Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives Johns
Hopkins Medical Institutions.
http://www.medicalarchives.jhmi.edu/sgml/

thayer.html

Biography

William S. Thayer was born in Milton,
Massachusetts. He received his B.A. in 1885 and his
M.D. in 1889, both from Harvard University. After a

year of study at the universities of Berlin and
Vienna, he came to the Johns Hopkins Hospital for
his residency. Thayer joined the faculty of the Johns
Hopkins University School of Medicine in 1896 as
an associate professor of medicine and served as
head of the Johns Hopkins Hospital medical clinic
from 1898 until 1905, when he became professor of
clinical medicine. In 1917, Thayer was offered the
directorship of the department of medicine, but
because of his distinguished service as chief medical
consultant to the American Expeditionary Forces in
France, his appointment was delayed until 1919.
Upon his retirement in 1921 he was named professor
emeritus. Thayer’s research interests included a
number of infectious and cardiovascular diseases,
especially bacterial endocarditis. His academic
contributions include organizing the first course in
clinical microscopy for the medical school.

Scope and Content of Collection

The William S. Thayer Collection spans his entire
career at Johns Hopkins. It consists of
correspondence, drafts of Thayer’s talks, and some
of his poetry. In addition, there are 5 volumes of his
reprints from 1894 to 1932. Thayer’s letters to his
secretary, Gertrude Steffans, are written over
summer vacations and concern his private practice,
household questions, and his wife’s health. His
letters to Longcope concern the School of Medicine.
The subjects covered include patient history taking,
the clinical pathology conferences, and letters of
recommendation. An interesting set of letters are
from Thayer to his sister Sally Ames, written from
Russia during the Russian Revolution. Since his wife
died while he was in Russia, the correspondence is
primarily concerned with that tragedy; nevertheless,
the letters also offer a unique perspective on the
Russian Revolution. The correspondence has been
organized by date. About two-thirds of the letters of
condolence addressed to Sally Ames are from family
friends rather than the medical profession.

Source: The Alan Mason Chesney Medical Archives
of The Johns Hopkins Medical Institutions. [4]
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Research Assistance Needed...

ob Thayer is trying to locate the resting place
of his great-grandfather, Robert Harper
THAYER (14 Jan 1824 - 23 or 24 Aug
1863), who died in Virginia City, Nevada in 1863.
Bob states “I am trying to find out the details, not
just the date. My best guess is that he would have
been buried in Virginia City. His wife and two
young sons returned to her parent’s home in New
York State shortly after Robert’s death. The
transcontinental railroad wasn’t completed until
1869, and I’'m fairly certain that his body would not
have been transported by stagecoach that far in the
summer heat of August.”
Submitted by Bob & Alta Thayer

From the Editor: 1If any of our members are in or
near Virginia City, NV, Bob would certainly
appreciate a look through the cemetery records, and
if a photograph can be shot of this elusive person,
that would be great. Please contact Bob via email at:
bobandalta@citlink.net or via post mail at: 10090 W.
12000 N.; Bothwell, UT 84337-9532.

arland Thayer of Limestone, TN would like
to make contact with any descendants of
Thompson THAYER’ (b. 22 Oct 1790
Braintree, MA) who moved to Abingdon, VA from
Batavia, NY about 1800 and from Abingdon to
Edgar County, IL in 1854. His children who were
with him were Eliza b.1821, Harriet b. 1823,
Augustus b. 1826, Eli b. 1834, Delilah b. 1835,
Nancy b. 1836, and Manerva b. 1840.
Garland is also interested where Thompson and
his wife Patsey Collins were buried.
Submitted by Garland Thayer at the 2003 Reunion
in Frankenmuth.

From the Editor: 1f any of our members are in the
vicinity of Edgar County, IL, Garland would
appreciate someone researching some county records
and cemeteries for him. Garland can be contacted at
164 Taylor Mill Rd; Limestone, TN 37681 or via
email at je.Thayer@earthlink.net [4]

In Memoriam

George Edwin Thayer of California born 22 Feb
1907 died 22 Apr 2003. He was 96 at time of
death. He may have been one of our oldest living
Thayers.

Provided by Patricia Thayer Muno, 29 May 2003.

Bettina Irene THAYER RINEHART, North Port,
Florida. Formerly of Parchment MI, passed away on
June 25, 2003, age 87. She was preceded in death by
her husband Jesse in July of 1988, and a son Michael
in March of 2003. Bettina is survived by two
children; Shirley (William) Sutton of West Olive,
and Thomas (Jeanne) Rinehart of Rochester Rills; 9
grandchildren; 12 great grandchildren. According to
her wishes she will be cremation has taken place,
and a memorial service at Parchment United
Methodist Church is pending. Arrangements are by
Ever Rest Funeral Home and Chapel, Muskegon.

Provided by Diane Rinehart, 02 Jul 2003.

Editor’s note: Bettina was the mother-in-law of
Diane and the Aunt of Richard Thayer, who is the
father of Lee Thayer, Editor of your newsletter.

THAYER, Russell Angell Thayer, Formerly of
Kalamazoo. Passed away at New Hanover Regional
Medical Center in Wilmington, NC, Monday
morning, June 23, 2003. He was born November 2,
1918 in Kalamazoo, MI, son of the late Donald R.
Thayer and Sarah Angell. He was also preceded in
death by his wife, Madonna E. Strome; his son,
Wayne A. Thayer; and his sister, Helen Holway. Mr.
Thayer was a loving husband, father, grandfather
and great-grandfather. He enjoyed people and
laughter. He always lived with a positive attitude and
a listening ear. He believed in God and Country and
was a veteran of WW II. He was honorably
discharged as a Captain for the U.S. Army, and won
a commendation for the preparation of a training
handbook. He won many awards throughout his
sales career, including a prestigious Dale Carnegie
Award. He ended his sales career in the fall of 2002
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working with Century 21 as the oldest active realtor
in the Kalamazoo area. At the time, because of his
illnesses, he moved to North Carolina to be with his
daughter and her family. Mr. Thayer is survived by
his brother, Lloyd Thayer from Victorville, CA; his
sister, Shirley Hoeskema of Richland, MI; his sister,
Joyce Spencer of Plainwell, MI; his brother, John
Thayer of Great Falls, VA; and his sister, Mary
Slaybaugh of Lake Placid, FL. He is also survived
by his daughter, Lona Kolb and husband Brian;
granddaughters, Margaret Kolb, Kelsie Adloo and
Kaili Adloo from Oak Island, NC; grandson, Wayne
White and wife Heather; great-grandsons, Bailey and
Nicholas from Youngsville, NC; granddaughter,
Sunshine White; great-grandson, Chase; and great-
granddaughter, Savannah. A Funeral Service is to be
held at the Vicksburg Cemetery gravesite in
Vicksburg, MI on August 22, 2003 at 10:00 a.m.
Memorials may be made to the Kalamazoo Heart
Center or Hospice of choice.

Provided by Diane Rinehart, 02 Jul 2003.

Assistant Genealogist Note: Russell is in our
unplaced files. His lineage as we have it right now is
Russell Angell (Donald R., John I., Ormenus H.,
John) THAYER. All of these individuals have
resided in the state of Michigan. If any of our readers
can provide further information, please contact Jerry
Thayer via email at hjthayer@aol.com or by post
mail wusing the TFA mailing address found
throughout this issue. [4]

Correction
Spring 2003, Volume 11, Issue 1 - Page 15, left
column, first paragraph - “Patty Kaye Stewart” was
spelled incorrectly, should read as “Patty Kaye
Stuart”. Correction sent in by Patricia Thayer Muno.

iy

The West Point Sylvanus Thayer

Award
2001 Award Recipient - Daniel K. Inouye

soldier of extraordinary valor and a public
Aservant of great distinction, Senator Daniel
K. Inouye has made a lifetime of outstanding
contributions for the good of our nation. His deeds

and words have richly exemplified the ideals of
West Point, as expressed in its motto, DUTY,
HONOR, COUNTRY.

Opening remarks in his speech to the West Point
Cadets:

“Mere words cannot fully express the emotions of
gratitude I hold within me, for in a sense, this is a
homecoming for me. Fifty-seven years ago, I was
advised that I would be traveling to West Point to
begin my studies as a cadet. But circumstances of
war brought about a sudden change. I am at a loss to
describe my feelings at this moment as I stand before
you.

“The sacred words of West Point - “Duty, Honor,
Country” - have been a part of the history of this
land since the time of its birth. And yet today, many
Americans find repeating these words to be
somewhat difficult, for they perceive it might be too
pretentious and not quite sincere. Yet these words
have been, and I hope will continue to be, an
important part of America’s character.

Senator Inouye [center] accepts the Thayer Award
from AOG Chairman Thomas Dyer [left] and LTG
William Lennox, Jr., Superintendent.

“It was duty that made young Americans
withstand the bitter winter cold, without shoes and
without food, during the dark days of Valley Forge.
These men left their farms, their families, and their
fortunes to fight for a country that was not in
existence at that time, and they carried out their
duties with courageous honor.

“Duty, Honor, Country” are words that are also
important in my life.” [4]
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From the Internet...

Have you ever found yourself wondering about all
the other Thayers out there, like what they have
done, or are doing now, especially the ones you see
on the Internet?

There are so many Thayer websites, that the
diversity alone in what Thayers are doing and what
Thayers have accomplished is just plain interesting.
Well I have thought about the Thayers out there, as I
do a lot of research on Thayer related websites. This
article, hopefully the first in a series, is courtesy
Ronald & Nora Thayer. Thanks Ron & Nora for
sharing this. Rodney Lee Thayer - Editor.

From the Internet: Taron Birmans
Ron & Nora Thayer

y name is Ronald Charles Thayer and was
born in 1960 in Saginaw MI. I am the son
of Ronald Neil Thayer & June D. Herbin,
the daughter of George Herbin & Bertha Sundeck.

My wife of 17 years is Nora K. Lingenfelter.

Picture is of Taron’s
Zoom Tiger

After 1 graduated
from Flint Central
High  School in
1978, 1 joined the
Navy and worked in
the Submarine Fleet
for 13 years,

— | stationed on both the
USS Grayling SSN 646 and the USS Atlanta SSN
712 as a Fire Control Technician. During this time
I married and divorced my first wife Mary O’Geary
and we had one daughter, Calista Marie Thayer. |
also obtained my BS Degree in Occupational
Education from Southern IL University at
Carbondale.

Following my time in the Navy [ taught
electronics at Durham Technical Community
College as the Program Director of Digital
Electronics, obtained my A+ Certification, Microsoft
Certified Systems Engineer and Certified Novell
Engineer Certifications and currently work on the
network engineering team at AT&T Solutions in
Durham NC.

Nora and I raise and show Birman Cats. You can
found out more information from our website at
http://www.birman.net. I also work with the Cat
Fanciers Association as a Master Clerk for some of
these shows. We are currently raising my sister’s
children, Ashley and Drew Thayer. We enjoy
traveling, computers and pets. We live in Pittsboro,
NC in a beautiful home on 5 acres in the woods and
dream of moving back to Michigan someday. I am
currently looking for a job in Michigan and my
resume can be viewed online at:
www.birman.net/resume.

My sisters are Michelle Renee Thayer, who is
currently living in Michigan, and Darleen Sue
Thayer, deceased. My father’s parents are Clarence
Albert Thayer & Ermina M. Bartlett. My lineage is
Ronald Charles' (Ronald Neillz, Clarence Albert'’,
Chauncey Samuel'’, Clarence Roscoe’, Joel
Langdong, Rufus’, Jonathan®, Cornelius’, Jonathan4,
Josiah®, Ferdinando®, Thomas') THAYER. (&

An Interesting Use for
License Plates...

had fallen out of the garage sheathing back in.

Art Thayer had built the garage and when a
couple knots fell out he looked for ways to put them
back and finally settled on putting old license plates
over them until he was ready to apply siding. As
more knots fell out and were repaired the thought
came to cover the whole garage with them. That was
some 30 years ago.

As time went on relatives, friends, and students of
the now retired educator and even strangers came by
to donate plates. None have been purchased. One
friend got quite a few from other states from people
who wintered in the same park in Texas as they did.
As they piled up Art and his wife Mary Jane decided
to do one side in plates not from their home state of
Michigan. Now they only lack Delaware, North
Carolina, North Dakota and Montana to complete
the states. They only have Canadian ones from
Alberta, British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec and the
Yukon.

The gable above the door is covered with 1968
Michigan plates, most of which were never issued
and many are even in numerical order. A friend who

JIt all started with finding a way to put knots that


http://www.birman.net
http://www.birman.net/resume

is a collector got several boxes from the Secretary of
State Offices when the 1971 issue came out. The
oldest plate on the garage is a 1929.

Hardly a day goes by in the summer when a car

doesn’t stop while the occupants view the garage or
get out to look at the sides not visible from the road
or to take pictures. On some occasions people will
stop and say they are an antique car collector or they
just got and old car and wonder if Art has a plate
from the year of the car. If he doesn’t have one in a
box but one is found on the garage, he takes it off
and replaces it with some other year. Some of the
older steel plates are showing rust so it is time to
replace them. They make an interesting appearance
and no weather goes through them.

Arthur R. Thayer

LCDR USNR (Ret)

My lineage is as follows: Arthur'' (Bert'®, Charles’,
Williamg, Elijah7, Eleazer6, Simeon’, Uriah4,
Ebenezer3, Ferdinandoz, Thomasl) THAYER. [4]

Thayer Towns...
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor

Richard Allen Thayer in his Fall 1998 issue of

the newsletter, had a short article on Thayer,

MO. Richard also listed the states with a Thayer

town, and asked readers to research these to learn
how or why, these places are named Thayer.

Some of these places my father Richard and I

investigated. With basically open ends, not dead

ends, as to why these places were named Thayer. |

E ; everal towns in the U.S. were named Thayer.
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say open ends since there are a lot of questions
unanswered about these places. Here is a recap of
the towns we visited:

Thayer, IN - Population 300, has been around for
over 100 years, originally called Thayer’s Landing.
Some of the people there said it was named after a
Revolutionary War General, others said it was
named for two brothers who operated a river landing
on the Kankakee River and traded with the Indians.
No Thayers in the cemetery just outside of town.
Was told there are no Thayers living there and there
have been none buried there.

Thayer, IL - Population 725, no Thayer’s in either
of the two cemeteries we found. Was told by the
towns people that it was possible named after a
Nathaniel Thayer who was a war veteran, not sure if
Civil or Revolutionary, who had settled there but left
before he died there. Another possibility is that it is
named after a Nathaniel Thayer who may have had
something to do with the mine there. Was also told,
no Thayers currently neither living there nor buried
there.

Thayer, MI - Gone, there is no Thayer anymore.
Thayer was a small train platform many years ago,
in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The only thing
there is the old railroad grade with the tracks
removed. A county road crosses it, and is used by
the snow mobiles in the winter.

Thayer, MO - Population just under 2,000. Thayer
Cemetery has no Thayers buried there. Was
informed that a family of Thayers recently moved
there, but was not from there.

Thayer, WV - researched by Paul Goodwin
Thayer. Started originally a mining town, now
mostly retirees and white water rafters occupy the
town.

Towns that need to be researched are in the
following states:

ITowa: south and halfway between Des Moines and
the Missouri border.

Kansas: east of Wichita, Neosho County.
Mississippi: Southern part of the state, Lincoln
County.



Nebraska: directly between Grand Island and
Lincoln, in York County. Thayer County is two
counties to the south of York County, with the
largest town named Hebron. They have a Thayer
hospital there.
South Carolina: Southeast of Walterboro, Colleton
County.
New York: Thayer Corners, northern part of the
state, Franklin County.
Wyoming: Thayer Junction, Along Highway 80,
southwest part of the state, Sweetwater County.
Maryland: Thayerville, western part of the state,
Garrett County.

If you live in one of these areas and would like to
research these places, the rest of the family and I
would appreciate an article on these places. [4]

Future of school in doubt
Association attempts to preserve

historical building
By Andrew Dietderich, Staff Writer

A local association wants a big neighbor to stop
practicing what one member calls a total disregard
for history and the condition of the area.

R

Thomas Homrich, president of the Thayer
Cemetery Association, said he is extremely
concerned about the disrepair and condition of blight
of the former Thayer School and he blames Onyx,
the new owner of the Arbor Hills Landfill.

“It’s now to a point where it appears as if they are
waiting for the building to get to such a condition
where there is no chance of recovery,” Homrich
said.
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John Myers, manager of the landfill, said that isn’t
the case, but the company doesn’t want to invest a
lot into it.

“The structure is really just a shell,” Myers said.
“It does have historical significance and we want to
help preserve it, but we’re not going to restore it.”

Myers said the building is not for sale but the
company ‘“‘has talked informally about” donating it.
He would not say to whom or to what organization
the building would be donated.

The building is located on the corner of Six Mile
Road and Napier Road on private property
immediately south of the Thayer Cemetery.

Homrich said he would estimate the building was
built in the late 1800s or early 1900s and was used
as a school until about 1950. After the school closed
the building was renovated to be a residential unit
until the last family left the building in the 1970s.

The former owner of the landfill, Browning-Ferris
Industries, bought the building about eight years
ago.

Homrich said at first Onyx kept up the property
well by cutting the grass and maintaining the
building. But things have changed recently.

“They haven’t even cut the grass this year,”
Homrich said, “and the back of the building is
covered in graffiti.”

Homrich said a lack of attention to the building
could be to blame for several incidents of vandalism
at Thayer Cemetery. The cemetery, which dates to
the Civil War, has had several headstones destroyed
along with cases of attempted arson and damage to a
maintenance building.

“The neglect has not only encouraged vandalism
of the school, but it has spilled over into abuse and



destruction in the cemetery,” Homrich said in a letter
to the Northville Township board of trustees this
week.

Homrich said the association would like Onyx to
take care of the building and its property for
historical preservation purposes.

“We’d like to see the historical significance of the
building recognized with some kind of restoration,”
he said.

Myers said the company plans to “continue to
secure the building.”

Joe Bauer, Northville Township ordinance officer,
said he sent a letter to the in April after several of the
boards from windows and doors were broken out
and the building was spray-painted.

He said several ideas on how to deal with the
building have been considered including putting a
fence up around the facility and having it restored.

Additionally, Bauer said the township plans to
continue monitoring the building.

“We notify them as soon as we see a problem,” he
said.

Andrew Dietderich is a staff writer for the
Northville Record. Reprinted with permission of the
Northville Record, article originally appeared 15 Jun
2000, and was submitted by Nancy Couch Nowak.
Photos submitted by Rodney Lee Thayer.

From the Editor: My father Richard, brother Jeff,
and I visited the Thayer Cemetery and the Thayer
School in Northville. It is a small building, appears
to be in good condition with straight rooflines and
solid foundation. The windows are boarded up but
other than that, the school looks good.

From the picture on page 11, the school appears to
have been built in 1877.

I hope to run a follow on article to this in a future
issue.

A related article is below that describes some
community help in the vicinity of school and
cemetery, along Napier & Six Mile Roads. [4]

Thayer Corners set for cleanup
By Maureen Johnston, Staff Writer

Along the pathway, near the buildings, around the
pond - pick your target.
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Thayer Corners Park will be the site of a
community cleanup project this Saturday. Friends of
Northville Parks and Recreation, in cooperation with
Northville Township and Boy Scout Troop No. 755
and parents, are leading the efforts from 8:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. May 3.

“We’re hoping for even more people to turn out,”
said Marv Gans, township trustee and Friends
chairperson. He said expects around 50 volunteers to
turn out.

The afternoon will be both an educational
opportunity and a chance to spruce up the site
purchased by the township four years ago, Gans
said.

Signs at the park, on Napier Road just north of Six
Mile Road, will direct people to the various work
areas. Specific projects planned for Saturday include
pulling debris from the pond, picking up litter and
clearing dead fall from the existing paths.

Volunteers will be able to learn about building
natural habitats along the sides of the paths, Gans
said. And there will many wetland plants, donated
by Friends, that will need to be put in place. The
plants selected are supposed to attract dragonflies
who eat mosquitoes, he explained.

“Eventually it will be opened up for a park,” said
Gans. The land has a lot of natural features that
visitors will appreciate, including the pond, some
trails and landmark trees. Eventual goals for the park
might include ice skating on the pond, walking paths
and a nature center, he said.

The volunteers will work with the Johnson Creek
Protection Group to make sure the natural features of
the site are preserved, the Friends leader said.

The parks group will provide hot dogs and
beverages for the volunteer workers.

Event organizers asked that volunteer workers
bring their own hand tools. Adults planning to use
their own chainsaws will be required to wear safety
equipment.

Maureen Johnston is a reporter for Northville
Record. Reach her at (248) 437-2011 or at
mjohnston@ht.homecomm.net. Article suggestion
by Nancy Couch Nowak. [4]
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Thornbury 2002

y wife and I traveled to England in

October 2002. A highlight of our one-

week journey was a half-day excursion to
the town of Thornbury.

What a pleasant surprise! We had pre-arranged a
short tour of the town by contacting the local
historical society. A volunteer met us at the museum
and we proceeded from that point.

We learned about the history of the town
including stops at Thornbury Castle (now a hotel)
and St. Mary’s Parish Church (many Tayer-Thayers
are buried in the church floor). We also visited two
parcels of land once owned by members of the
Thayer family. A recently completed historical
walking trail is also of interest, particularly a stone-
wall built in the 12" century.

We finished our short visit at the museum,
viewing artifacts and reading more about the area’s
history.

Although time constraints did not allow us to shop
or dine in Thornbury, the main street seemed to be a
pleasant small town retail center.

It was certainly inspiring to see and experience the
location of our family roots. Thornbury is a
worthwhile destination if your travels take you to
England.

Craig & Barb Thayer, Chicago, Illinois

Useful Links: www.Thornbury.org.uk  (general
Thornbury information)
www.Thornburymuseum.org.uk (museum

information) [4]

Taking a big step backward

Hundreds learn about life in the 1700’s
By Cissy White, for the Patriot Ledger

he birthplace of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer does

lots of “talking” to the dozen or so
volunteers who work there.

The volunteers shared what they’ve learned with

hundreds of people who stepped back into the 18th

century Saturday afternoon, courtesy of the Braintree
Historical Society.
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Greeted by volunteers dressed in period clothing
for the society’s annual Heritage Day, the attendees
learned about various aspects of life in the late
1700s, such as making butter from cream, baking
bread in a fireplace, dipping candles and spinning
and weaving.

Volunteer Jane Elliott, a 50-year Braintree
resident, said: “You absorb information, and then the
house gets to you. You appreciate all they did. The
house speaks to you and draws you in.”

Thayer, a soldier and military and academic
scholar, was born in 1785. He founded the Thayer
School of Engineering at Dartmouth College,
established Braintree’s Thayer Public Library and
Thayer Academy, and is often called the “Father of
West Point” for his innovations while superintendent
of the U.S. Military Academy from 1817 to 1833.

His house, built in 1720, was donated to the
historical society in 1957, and a restoration project
was completed by 1960.

In 1961, Mary Bean Cunningham began the
Thayer School Program, which still operates today.

It is the one of the oldest living-history programs
in the country, and is offered, “at no charge, to every
Braintree fifth-grader” said Brian Kohler, executive
director of the historical society.

Each Monday during the school year, a class from
one of Braintree’s private, public or parochial
schools attends the program to learn about Thayer
and how life was lived in 1785.

Carol Tombari, who has been a volunteer at the
Thayer House for about six years, said: “Basic
things (about life in the 1700s) horrify the kids. Kids
stood to eat while parents sat. We try to give them
the entire feel for how it was. The experience is
hands-on, so kids will get into the history of the
time.”

Retired historical society curator Dr. Robert H.
Downey, Jr. portrays Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. On
Saturday, he provided personal history about
Thayer’s life and home while other volunteers, most
of whom also are part of the school program, gave
demonstrations outside to accommodate the large
crowd.

Among the displays was a hollowed-out tree trunk
used to contain a fire for drying and roasting of corn.
Large seashells were fashioned into serving utensils,
and fruit was drying on strings for year-round use.


www.thornbury.org.uk
www.thornburymuseum.org.uk

Herbs such as mint, lemon balm, rosemary,
lamb’s ear and horsetail, all grown on site and used
during the colonial period, were sold, and
information on the medicinal and culinary uses of
herbs was available.

Nancy Nicosia has been volunteering for the
historical society for 40 years. She raved about the
dedication of the volunteers, who meet once a month
for “sharing workshops” and travel to historic sites
and museums together.

“We are constantly learning” she said.

Article was submitted by Beverly T. Colton, and
originally appeared in The Patriot Ledger, Monday,
August 13, 2001. Reprinted with permission of the
Patriot Ledger. [4]

New Civil War Soldiers
By Patricia Thayer Muno

Justin S. Thayer, born May 9, 1844 in Winchester,
Cheshire County, New Hampshire. Married Jane
Grace Taylor. Justin S.* (Ethan Cobb’, Thompson®,
Grindall’, Uriah4, Ebenezer’, Ferdinandoz, Thomasl)
THAYER.

Walter Perry Thayer born 1836 NY, son of James
Ellis® (James Ellis7, Ellisé, Jeremiah® , Ebenezer4,
[saac® , Ferdinandoz, Thomasl) THAYER and Mary
NELLIS. He married about 1874 to Margaret
( ). Walter enlisted 19 May 1861, Co. G, 35th
NY Vol. Inf.; discharged 6 Jun 1863. (data provided
by Henry Jerome Thayer).

James Ellis THAYER, born 14 Jan 1838 (of)
Phoenix, Oswego county, NY. Son of Dr. James
Ellis THAYER and Mary NELLIS. “Co. H. 10th
NY, Civil War.” (data provided by Henry Jerome
Thayer).

George W. THAYER born 23 Apr 1825 in
Braintree, Orange, VT. He was the son of Zenas
THAYER and Sally BURRIDGE. He married first
in 1852 to Martha THOMAS. He married 2nd in
1876/1877 to Sarah M. ROUGHT. He removed to
Middlebury, Elkhart, IN in 1857 and then settled in
Doniphan, Wayne Twp., Doniphan Co., Kansas in
1875.

In September, 1862, he responded to President
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Lincoln’s call for three hundred thousand men to aid
in the suppression of the rebellion and was assigned
to Company G, Forty-eighth Indiana Infantry, under
Captain Main and Colonel Eddy, of South Bend,
Indiana. His lineage is: George w.p (Zenas7, LeVi6,
Hezekiah™, Nathaniel’, Richard”") THAYER. [&

$75,000.00 Sanford Thayer

Portrait Surfaces
By John Howard Thayer

hayer Family Historian, Tricia Thayer

Muno, recently wrote an article about

Thayer Family cousin, Sanford Thayer, a
noteworthy Portraiture artist, who resided in Upstate
New York. Tricia requested my assistance in helping
to obtain a copy of a photograph of Sanford for her
article. Luckily, we were able to obtain a beautiful
photograph from the Skaneateles Historical Society.

Tricia’s query also piqued my interest, and I did
some follow-up research through the Smithsonian
Institution Research Information System. 1 located
the names of twenty-seven (27) different portraits
that were credited to Sanford Thayer.

Recently, I received a letter from Pat Blackler,
Skaneateles (NY) Village Historian. She enclosed a
copy of a page from the June, 2002 Smithsonian
Magazine, highlighting an article printed in the
Around the Mall section entitled, “At the Anacostia,
Antiques Day.” On a recent Saturday afternoon at
the Smithsonian’s Anacostia Museum and Center for
African American History and Culture’s first
Collections Discovery Day, a Washingtonian walked
in off of the street with a 29 by 36 inch oil painting.
PBS American decorative arts specialist, Ken
Farmer, looked at the painting, owned by the
presenter’s family “for a long time.” The “unnamed”
owner thought that the painting might be worth as
much as $10,000.

The owner was soon surprised to learn that the
portrait of Onondaga Indian Chief Ossahinta, painted
in 1845 by Sanford Thayer, had a current value of
as much as $75,000. Farmer was quoted as saying,
“This i1s a striking portrait of an important tribal
figure, dressed in full regalia.” The painting was
described as the real find of the occasion.
http://www.smithsonianmag.si.edu/smithsoniaan/iss
ue02/jun02/mall.html.



http://www.smithsonianmag.si.edu/smithsonian/issue02/jun02/mall.html

Pat Blackler (Skaneateles Historical Society)
asked me if the Thayer Families Association knew
about this portrait. Specifically, could Sanford have
painted the portrait when he resided in Skaneateles?
I was sorry to have to report to her that we knew
nothing about the existence of the portrait, as this
portrait was not included on the Smithsonian
Institution Research Information System’s list of
known Sanford Thayer paintings. The existence of
the portrait came as a great surprise to us.

Sanford Thayer was only 25 years old when he
painted the “Ossahinta” portrait in 1845. Ossahinta
was 85 years old at the time. He died soon after in
1846. Party’s who wish to view a small copy of the
portrait may do so by going through the following
website:
http://www.smithsonianmag.si.edu/smithsonian/issu
es02/jun02/images/mall-anacostia.jpg

Ossahinta was a distinguished Onondaga chief
who belonged to the Turtle Tribe. At the time of his
death, he was the only member of the Iroquois
Confederacy who perfectly understood their policy
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of government, the forms of organizing their
councils, and the usages of their Pagan rites. He was
given the honorary title of war captain and wielded a
powerful influence. He also served as the “king
(Tahtootahoo) of the Iroquois Confederacy for any
years. He was also known by his adopted American
name, Captain Frost.

I did some additional research, and surprisingly
discovered the website,
http://www.sims.berkeley.edu/academics/courses/is 1
82/s01/paint169.html. This website contained an
article entitled,”Ossahinta, Head Chief of the
Anondagas (wrong spelling). Napoleon Sarony and
Henry B. Major. The Onondaga Polka. 1852. The
article included a photograph of the cover page of
the sheet music, “Onondaga Polka”, a dance that was
composed by J. S. Jacobs. The sheet music,
published by Firth, Ponds and Co., Franklin Square,
New York City, stated that the photograph on the
front of the music was a reproduction of a painting
done just shortly before Ossahinta’s death in 1846.
While the faint background looks somewhat
different, there is no question that the portrait of
Ossahinta is the one painted by Sanford Thayer.
However, the lithograph was credited to Napoleon,
Sarony and Henry B. Major, New York City.

The picture is of Sanford Thayer, painted by Charles
Loring Elliott, Sanford Thayer’s teacher. The
Skaneateles Museum is the current owner of this
portrait. Pat Blackler, the Skaneateles Village
Historian and Museum Director, graciously
provided this to John Howard Thayer. [&]

Locating a Cemetery

Local Records
Contact the Township Trustee to see if he may
have some information on the particular cemetery or
burial site. Visit the office if possible! Township
trustees have many records in storage and if they are
truly interested will dig some of these out and do
some research with you.

County Records
Check old plat books. Most counties have these
published and sell at the auditors office. Check at the
county records library (archives) or Recorders office
for old plat records. Many counties have these back
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to the early 1900’s or earlier. Also check Assessor’s
records, these are usually recorded by Township.
Cemeteries were not taxed property, and recorded as
such. County soils maps can prove to be a very good
source, as well are the older survey books and
records from the County Surveyors Office. You may
also find that newer recorded surveys in both
Surveyors Office and Auditors Office will contain
some references to cemeteries. Some counties may
keep a Cemetery ledger, but these may not be of
much help as they tend to list only individual lots for
the most. County Commissioners Minutes Books
may also contain information. Circuit Court Order
Books, family land divisions, especially older
records include hand drawn maps

Libraries

Check your local, county, or state library for
cemetery information. In the past, the DAR has done
many inscriptions and put copies of these in a local
library. Also check the local Historical Society or
Museums for information. Check early county
histories, Goodspeed did many county histories
around 1885.

Maps

Check U.S. Geological Survey maps. The State
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has these
maps for sale. Also check your local Soil
Conservation Office for these maps. They show
some cemeteries on these maps, however not all
cemeteries will be listed. Most USGS topographical
maps show cemeteries, as do the US Army Corps of
Engineers Study maps. On older historic maps, look
for a cross.

Other Sources
- County Veterans Service Officer, VFW and Am.
Legion
- Local funeral directors
- Local and surrounding county vault and monument
companies, they keep maps forever
- SAR and DAR records and persons
- State Historical Society
- Local Historical Association
- Township Trustees and Advisory Boards

Article courtesy of Saving Graves
(www.savinggraves.com) [4]
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Thayer’s Voted Top in the Nation!

This article is an update of one printed in the
Winter 1997/98 Issue concerning Thayer’s Historic
Bed n’ Breakfast in Annandale, MN. TFA member
Harvey L. Thayer graciously forwarded me the
Thayer Bed n’ Breakfast newsletter, titled Thayer’s
Update.

Since 1993, the hotel has been owned by and
managed by Sharon Gammell. In 2002, Thayer’s
was voted as one of the top 15 Bed & Breakfasts in
the nation by the Arlington Bed & Breakfast Journal.
Thayer’s was closed for a period from late 2001 to
early 2002 due to some water damage. They are
completely restored and in full operation.

The historic Bed n” Breakfast was originally built
by Albert Augustus Thayer in 1895 and was a
success from the start.

For further information regarding Thayer’s, they
can be found on the Internet at www.thayers.net or
talk to your travel agent.

Editor’s note: Although TFA does not endorse any
commercial enterprise, this material is provided as
information, please contact Thayer’s directly or a
reputable travel agent for pricing information.
Material and idea provided by Harvey L. Thayer. [4]

Lynn Elizabeth Thayer
Receives Award

ynn Elizabeth Thayer, of Enumclaw, King,
WA, daughter of Terrance Allin Thayer and
Carol Christensen Thayer and granddaughter

of Madora Boyd.
King County’s Green School Program recently
recognized Lynn for her outstanding work. The
following appeared in a recent King County

Department of Resources flyer:

EARTH HEROES AT SCHOOL
Awards Presentation - May 1, 2003

For their outstanding contributions in schools, King
County recognizes the following Earth Heroes and
their work to protect the environment.

Student Lynn Thayer - Enumclaw High School,
Enumclaw, Lynn took a class assignment and
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turned it into a personal commitment to restore a
section of Boise Creek and educate others about the
environment. After her project group surveyed the
site and performed a live and dead tree count and
water quality tests, Lynn retained adoption of the
site. She has catalogued and removed noxious weeds
and planted new trees and has prepared presentations
to teach other students about stream restoration.

Madora adds the following information “The
property above was an old farmstead, that was
purchased by the county in a ‘flood plain by-back’ to
remove people and property from a dangerous
situation. I talked with Lynn about what she had
done there for two years.

“The first year her father helped the group of
students Lynn was with, by doing some of the heavy
digging and such. They removed all the Scotch
Broom bushes they could, although many of them
came back the next year, requiring removal again.
Lynn said it was amazing how huge the root clumps
were on Scotch Broom. She then planted maples and
dogwoods to restore the natural growth. The students
sowed seeds of native grasses, some meadow
flowers, and other plants.

“She has given several educational presentations,
with pictures of the progress. It was a fun
experience, as well as lots of hard work.”

From the Editor: Great work Lynn, keep up the hard
work, its always good to hear about people helping
the environment, and it is especially pleasing to hear
when a cousin is involved in such a worthwhile
endeavor. Congratulations. [4]

Electronic Newsletter Tips
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor

This is another help tip in a series for users of the
Electronic Thayer Quarterly (ETQ) and for those
who are new to the ETQ.

TIP #3 How can I search for a particular word or
name?

A useful feature of Acrobat Reader is a search

function. This search function is accessed via a

button on the toolbar that looks like a pair

% of binoculars. By selecting this button with

s your cursor, a small box will appear that is
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labeled Find. Enter a word you wish to search for
and press the “Find” button.

If your word is found, then the page will appear
with the word you entered highlighted.

If the word you entered is not found, then a box
will appear stating “Text Not Found” and then you
will have to enter another word in the “Find” box.

Keep in mind that when searching in a pdf
document, such as the ETQ, enter realistic words to
search for. Entering the word Thayer will produce
results on nearly every page. If one search does not
produce any results, try another word or a variation
of the word. [4]

Historian/Genealogist’s Report

It was difficult for me not to be able to be with
those of you fortunate enough to gather at
Frankenmuth. I anxiously await a report of all the
fun I have missed and hope to see some photos. I
was with you all in “spirit”!

I have been gathering some information for our
President to consider for the gathering in 2007 to be
held here in Salt Lake City. This will be one you will
want to bring the whole family to and plan on
making the trip your big vacation for that year.
There is so much to see and do here. Also, we will
likely be staying right next door to the world’s
largest Family History Library, so plan to bring your
genealogical information with you!!

The latest volume in the Comprehensive
Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America series,
The Descendants of Richard Thayer, Immigrant to
America 1641, Through His Grandson, Richard 3-2-
1, has been published and is presently at the bindery.
It consists of 364 pages and is full of wonderful
early photographs of our family members. Although
the price has not been set, interested individuals may
inquire about this latest work through the following:

Braintree Historical Society
31 Tenney Road

Braintree, MA 02184-6512
(781) 848-1640

Sending my best wishes to all for a healthy and
happy summer. Patricia [4]



Membership Report

Your TFA Membership Committee experimented
with a different method of keeping membership
records this past year, staggering expiration dates
rather than having all memberships expire at the
same time. It was thought this would make it easier
for those who have to process the renewals as they
occur. This required members to keep track of their
expiration dates by referencing to the date on the
mailing label of their TQ. This proved not to be very
successful. Many members were confused as to their
membership expiration and the workload on the
Committee actually became heavier.

So, we have returned to the previous method of
having memberships effective for the calendar year.
Anyone who joins during the year will receive
whatever TQs they have missed. Anyone who joins
after October 15" will be credited with membership
for the following year, and receives the last TQ of
the year in which they join. AND, we will be
sending out dues notices toward the end of the year.
Thanks for your understanding and patience.

Keep your mailing address current with the
Membership Chairman, as the post office does not
always forward 3" class mail, which our quarterly is
mailed as, you may miss your Quarterly, even if you
have left your forwarding address with them.

We are very pleased to welcome the following
new members and encourage anyone, including new
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. If
would like to volunteer even just a little of your
time, please let our president, Madora Boyd (email
matboyd1924@aol.com) or me, Clint Thayer (email
ClntThayer@aol.com) know what you would like to
do.

Adams, Jim D. & Donna D. - Hudsonville, MI
Dawson, Ellen - Commerce Twp., MI

Eisele, Sharon - Bryon Hills, IL

Finch, Roger B. - Little Silver, NJ

Gervais, Anne M. - Aurora, IL

Kempton, Jeanne E. - Bellingham, MA
Polishunk, Barbara - Mayville, MI

Rau, Lynn - Mt. Morris, MI

Thayer, Brian - Charmouth, Dorset, England
Thayer, Carol joins Terrance - Enumclaw, WA, in a
Family Membership
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Thayer, Douglas Howard & Michelle Grotte -
Plymouth, MN

Thayer, George L. & Mathews, Myrtle Thayer Tidd
- Sarasota, FL (Myrtle is a returning member)
Thayer, Jeffery Lynn - Manistique, MI

Thayer, Judy A. joins Don L. - Brodhead, WI, in a
Family Membership.

Thayer, Richard Dean, Jr. - Manistique, MI

Thayer, Robert N. - Uxbridge, MA

Wells, Veronica - Caro, MI

Please notify the Membership Committee if you
are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if |
have missed anyone in the list, please let me know.

Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer, Membership
Chairman (email ClntThayer@aol.com)

Change of Address Form

If you will be moving in the near future and
have your new address, please clip this out or
photo copy and mail to the Treasurer, Clint
Thayer:

Thayer Families Association

346 Washington St. PMB #310

Braintree, MA 02184

(or email data to: cIntthayer@aol.com)

Name:

Old Address:

City: State:

Zip:

NEW Address:

City: State:

Coming in the Fall Issue...

LCDR W. R. Thayer, Commanding Officer
Thayer Autograph Book
Origins of a Cookbook
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From the Editor...

I attended the 13™ Annual Reunion in Frankenmuth
and had a thoroughly wonderful time. I met lots of
“family” members for the first and was very impressed
with the huge turn out we had. Everyone I had talked to
expressed they had an equally great time.

Frankenmuth is a small town with a German flair to it,
with much history in the area. The facilities at the
Bavarian Inn were nothing short of outstanding. We had a
spacious room for the meeting and the chicken dinner
that was served was excellent. Music was provided in the
evening using all old time instruments.

For our new members that joined at the reunion,
welcome, and hope to have you all as continued members
of the association. Remember, this is your association and
the more participation we receive, from volunteering with
research to organizing events, the better the association
can serve you.

I gave a presentation and highlighted several points. I
am actively soliciting research assistance with Internet
related Thayer sites. If you are interested in this, contact
me for tips on how to do this.

Headstone research assistance is always welcome and
several people offered to research the cemeteries in the

Frankenmuth area. Your help with this is greatly
appreciated. Thanks for the assistance.

Shortly we will be advertising the Reunion in 2004 to
be held in Braintree, MA in the Fall Issue. The earlier we
plan this out, the better an event we will make it. Also in
an upcoming issue, we will be advertising the Reunion
for 2005 to be held more than likely in Abingdon, VA
and we will partner up with Garland Thayer and their
reunion, which should turn out to be an excellent time as
well.

A new fund raising project that has started is
embroidered sports shirts. An insert will follow in an
upcoming issue and information as well as ordering
information is available on the TFA website, listed on the
header on the cover page of this newsletter.

Stories Needed

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a
Thayer related family with the rest of your family.
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them.
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write
the article for you. Editor [4]

Membership Form

Please check your membership expiration date on the mailing label on the back page of this issue; if your date has gone by you
may not receive future issues of the newsletter. We encourage you to renew your membership before the expiration to
maintain uninterrupted delivery of your newsletter.

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership.
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association.

Please check one: Annual Dues $15.00 New Single Membership Renewal of Single Membership
Annual Dues $25.00 New Family Membership Renewal of Family Membership
Please check one: PAPER Issue mailed to you ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you BOTH

Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.

First member name:

Second member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total:

Address:

City, State, Country and Zip:

Email address:

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:

Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310
BRAINTREE, MA 02184-4702

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamily.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, Albert Thayer Morton:
Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
Email: thayerATM@aol.com

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno
Thayer Family Historian
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762
Email: HIThayer@aol.com

Please include an SASE if you need a reply.
The Thayer Quarterly © (copyright 1994-2003, all rights

reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion
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of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers,
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun);
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present;
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available
on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or
CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 346
Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is
available for $10 to the above address.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor,
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the TFA
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an
attached file containing the article. Your articles and
submissions may be edited (respectfully) for length and
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics
that are of general interest to members are encouraged, and
articles written by the editor at your suggestion, or from
material you provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for
submission to the Fall Issue is Aug 25" [&]
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