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Reunion 2004 Planning! 

 
    That�s right, we have already started the 
planning the Reunion to be held in Braintree, 
MA! So mark your calendar right now for 
June 25 & 26, 2004, this is a Friday & 
Saturday. We are planning this now to ensure it is 
as successful an event as we had in Frankenmuth 
this year. More detailed information will follow in 
future issues, such as hotel information and activities 
    To give you an idea at what we are trying to put 
together for you, we are trying to plan the following: 
bear in mind that this is just tentative right now, as 
we get more information we will publish in the 
upcoming issues: 
    Friday Tour to both the Mayflower II and the 
Plimouth Plantation. The Plantation is a recreation of 
the original settlement. There are people dressed and 
talking as if they were the original settlers, and 
expressing the same ideas (so far as we know).  This 
is a bus tour, approximately 5 hours in length; partial 
cost will be paid for by the TFA. Cost of tickets for 
this event includes admissions to both sites. 
    Saturday Tour for the Boston or Braintree/Quincy 
area. We are trying to arrange a brief tour in the 
morning, and have it return well before the start of 
the reunion, giving ample time to allow everyone to 
relax before the reunion. More on this in the next 
issue 
    Door prizes! When you enter for the Reunion-
Meeting, each person will receive a ticket, during the 
reunion, ticket numbers will be drawn and prizes 
announced.    
    Dedicated table for Jerry Thayer and his 
computer, to assist those giving or wanting lineage 
information. Jerry always draws a crowd and 
provides great information for those looking for 
information. And if you can provide family 

information to Jerry, that is even better. Jerry is the 
Assistant Genealogist for the association and he has 
an incredible amount of information. 
 
    Right now we have lodging information for one 
hotel in the Braintree area: 

 
Sheraton Braintree Hotel 

    We have reserved a block of 20 standard rooms 
for Thursday 24, Friday 25, and Saturday 26 June. 
Rate is $99.00 per night. Rollaway beds available at 
an additional charge of $16.00 a night. Room taxes 
are in addition, now approximately 9.7%, subject to 
change.  
    Reservations for this rate and in one of the 
reserved rooms are to be telephoned directly to the 
Hotel Reservations Dept, at (781) 848-0600, by 24 
May 2004. You must identify affiliation with Thayer 
Families Association to receive the preferred rates. If 
not mentioned then, it will not be changed at check-
in or check-out times.  
    Reservations can be secured with either a non-
refundable deposit or credit card guarantee equal to 
one night�s rate plus the 9.7% State tax. Requests 
received after 24 May 2004 will be accepted on 
space available basis only and special group rates 
may no longer be applicable. 
    Check in time: 3:00 PM, Checkout time: 12:00 
noon.  
 
    We will have a registration form in the Winter 
newsletter, as well as more information regarding 
the reunion events and lodging information. 

 
    We have also started the basic planning for the 
Reunion 2005, to be held as of right now in 
Abingdon, VA. We will get this information out as 
we get it. Editor  t 
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Thayer Families Association 
Business mailing address 

 

Please use the following address for all official 
correspondence with the association, you can also 
contact the association Directors and Officers by 
writing their name above the address: 
 

346 Washington Street PMB # 310 
Braintree, MA 02184-4702 

 
TFA Directors & Officers elected June 28, 2003 

 
 
Madora Thayer Boyd President 2003-2004 

Director 2003-2005 
 Email: matboyd1924@aol.com 

 

James Loren Thayer Vice President 2003-2004 
 Director 2003-2005 

  Email: Jthayer@ipapilot.org 
    

Albert Thayer Morton  Secretary 2003-2004 
 Director 2002-2004 

  Email: ThayerATM@aol.com 
 

* Judith L. Young-Thayer  Treasurer 2003-2004 
Director 2002-2004 

  Email: JLYThayer@aol.com 
 

* Curtis Ross Thayer Director 2002-2004 
  Email: cdthayer@earthlink.com 
 

Rodney Lee Thayer Director 2002-2004  
  Editor, Thayer Quarterly 
  Webmaster 

  Email: thayer@genealogist.net 
 

R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. Director 2002-2004 
  Email: ClntThayer@aol.com 
 

C. Russell Thayer Director 2003-2005 
  Email: crt42@tidewater.net 
 

Jeffery Lynn Thayer   Director 2003-2005 
Email: ozaawaagosh@uplogon.com 

 
* Curtis Ross Thayer was voted in as Treasurer but 
has since resigned from that position, but will stay 
on as a Director. 
* Judith Lynn Young-Thayer was voted in as a 
Director during the 2002 reunion until 2004, and has 
recently been nominated as Treasurer to fill the 
vacancy from the resignation.  t 

The West Point Sylvanus Thayer 
Award 

2002 Recipient - The American Soldier 
 

ince 1958, the 
Association of 
Graduates of 

the United States 
Military Academy 
has presented the 
SYLVANUS 
THAYER AWARD to an outstanding citizen of the 
United States whose service and accomplishments in 
the national interest exemplify personal devotion to 
the ideals expressed in the West Point motto, 
�DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY.� 
    For the Academy�s Bicentennial year, the Board 
of Trustees of the Association of Graduates decided 
to depart from the practice of presenting the award to 
a single citizen. Instead, the Award would be 
dedicated to �The American Soldier� in honor of all 
of the men and women who have served in the U.S. 
Army during our Nation�s history. Collectively, they 
have embodied the values of DUTY, HONOR, 
COUNTRY for the past two hundred and twenty-
seven years. 
    Speeches were given and the medal accepted by 
the following individuals: Chief of Staff of the Army 
GEN Eric K. Shinseki; Sergeant Major of the Army 
Jack L. Tilley; Former Chief of Staff of the Army 
GEN (Retired) Gordon Sullivan. t 

 
 

Thayer Award 

 
    Since 1958, the Association of Graduates of the 
United States Military Academy has presented the 
SYLVANUS THAYER AWARD to an outstanding 
citizen of the United States whose service and 
accomplishments in the national interest exemplify 

S
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personal devotion to the ideals expressed in the West 
Point motto, �DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY.�  
 

Thayer Award Criteria 
    The Award is to be given to a citizen of the United 
States, other than a West Point graduate, whose 
outstanding character, accomplishments, and stature 
in the civilian community draw wholesome 
comparison to the qualities for which West Point 
strives, in keeping with its motto: �Duty, Honor, 
Country.� The individual selected for the Thayer 
Award must agree to accept the Award at West 
Point. t 
 
 

LCDR. W. R. Thayer 
Commanding Officer, USS Downes DD-375 

 
he following is the 
summarized account of 
Lieutenant Commander 

W. R. Thayer, Commanding 
Officer of the USS Downes 
(DD-375) during the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Although Thayer 
was not onboard his ship 
during the attack, this report 
was filed by him with 
information from the senior 
officer onboard and from 
statements from the crew. Two 
parts have been omitted due to length and are noted 
in the text. 

 
December 17, 1941 

From: The Commanding Officer. 
To: The Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 
 
Subject: Report of Action with Japanese Aircraft 
During Attack on Pearl Harbor, T.H., December 7, 
1941. 
 
    At the time of the surprise attack of Japanese 
aircraft on fleet units in Pearl Harbor, T.H. during 
the forenoon of December 7, 1941 the U.S.S. 
Downes was docked in drydock No. 1, Navy Yard, 
Pearl Harbor. The Downes and Cassin occupied the 
southern end of the dock with the Downes to 
starboard. The Pennsylvania occupied the remainder 
of the dock astern of the two destroyers. The wind 
was from about 225 relative, force 2. The ship was 

receiving steam, electricity, fresh and salt water from 
Navy Yard sources. Navy Yard work was in 
progress on the stern tubing, strut bearings, shell 
plating forward, replacement of tripod mast with 
stick mast, and various minor jobs. Large sections of 
the shell plating had been removed on both sides 
forward preparatory to replacement with heavier 
plate.  
    The following officers were ashore on authorized 
liberty: Lieutenant Commander W.R. Thayer, 
U.S. Navy, Commanding; Lieutenant W.O. Snead, 
U.S. Navy, Executive Officer; Lieutenant W.A. 
Hunt, Jr., U.S. Navy, Engineer Officer; Ensign J.B. 
Balch, U.S. Navy, Gunnery Officer. Four members 
of the crew were absent on authorized liberty leaving  
a total of 142 enlisted men and five officers on 

USS Downes DD-375, 01 Mar 1937 
 
board. Lieutenant (jg) J.D. Parker, U.S. Navy was 
the Duty Officer and senior officer on board. 
(Weapons listing & status omitted due to space -
Editor) 
    The following account of the action is based upon 
reports submitted to me by all officers and men on 
board during the attack. While the action in the later 
stages was very rapid and the ship subjected to 
several bombings in rapid succession, it is believed 
that the essential facts can be set forth with 
reasonable accuracy.  
    The attacking planes were sighted coming in out 
of the clouds at about 0755 by several men on deck 
including the Chief Petty Officer with the day�s 
duty. The C.P.O. with day�s duty immediately had 
general quarters sounded and notified the duty 
officer, Lieutenant (jg) J. D. Parker, U.S. Navy. The 

T



4 

crew proceeded to their stations quickly, set 
condition Afirm, except where prevented from so 
doing by the temporary ventilation ducts forward, 
checked closure of sea valves, and began intensive 
efforts to prepare the ship for fighting. The machine 
guns were quickly prepared for firing and work was 
begun on assembling   the breech plugs of the 5� 
battery. Ammunition details broke out ammunition 
for both the machine guns and the 5�/38 caliber. As 
there was no belted .50 caliber on board, two 
magazines of this ammunition were obtained from 
the Cassin in order that fire might be opened as soon 
as possible. Yard power was lost at 0810 which 
necessitated passing much of the 5� ammunition up 
by hand. Ammunition passers worked in total 
darkness until flashlights could be obtained, and as a 
result no tracer ammunition was located for the 
machine guns. Men not occupied, which included 
men of the engineers force and most of the 5� gun 
crews, were turned to belting machine gun 
ammunition. The speed with which this operation 
was carried out was most gratifying. The machine 
guns were firing within 15 minutes of the start of the 
attack. The 5� guns crews were retained in the 
ammunition supply and belting details until their 
guns could be made ready to fire.  
    After loss of yard power at 0810, several men of 
the engineers force under Chief Machinist�s Mate 
JOHNSTON and Chief Electrician�s Mate RAIDY 
succeeded in starting the emergency diesel 
generator. As the ship was in drydock, it was 
necessary to connect a hose to the fire main to 
supply circulating water to the diesel. This was done 
by the light of the battle lanterns. At 0823, the power 
and light load was taken by the emergency diesel 
generator. Switches were thrown to supply power to 
the ammunition hoists. The hoist for gun No. 2 was 
used thereafter in bringing up ammunition.  
    During the first hour the Downes was untouched. 
The first attacks were made by torpedo planes 
against the battleships. These were followed a few 
minutes later by horizontal bombing attacks on the 
battleships. During these attacks the Downes opened 
fire with machine guns, but the range was too great 
for effectiveness and fire was stopped. The 
horizontal bombers attacked in groups of about five 
planes each, at an altitude of about 9,000 to 12,0000 
feet. 

    With the loss of yard power, no power was 
available for the operation of the 5� battery or 
director. However, as soon as gun No. 3 could be 
made ready (about 0845), it was loaded by hand and 
fired. This was a test shot to see how the ship would 
stand the shock of firing while drydocked. The test 
successful, Ensign Robinson, who had been in 
charge of the forward machine guns, took charge of 
gun No. 3 and stood by to open fire in local control. 
Ensign Stewart had been sent to control the after 
machine guns. Ensign Sebbo took control of the 
forward machine guns. Ensign Comly was in charge 
of the ammunition details. Lieutenant (jg) Parker 
directed operations from the bridge.  
    At about 0850, there was a lull of some six 
minutes. Lieutenant (jg) Parker was asked at this 
time if the Downes was ready for the dock to be 
flooded. After a quick check, he replied in the 
affirmative. Shortly thereafter, dive bombers 
attacked the ship. Three dive bombers came from the 
Southeast in a steep dive. They were immediately 
taken under fire by the forward and after machine 
gunners. Attempt was being made to get 5� gun No. 
3 on the horizontal bombers attacking the 
battleships. Almost simultaneously with the first 
bomb hit, this gun got off one shot at the horizontal 
bombers. At 0827 the dive bombers dropped an 
incendiary bomb, which hit in the drydock between 
the Cassin and Downes about abreast of gun No. 4. 
Two men were killed outright. Fire enveloped the 
after part of the ship instantaneously. The diesel fuel 
oil tank was ruptured and set afire, and the 
emergency diesel generator stopped. The ship was 
now without power or lights. Flames spread very 
rapidly covering the after deck house and gun 
shelters. The heat was intense. The incendiary 
material used was described as a yellowish-green 
liquid. Fire hoses were quickly manned by the repair 
party and gun crews aft and water turned on the 
flames. The initial flow of water was inadequate; 
after this had been corrected, it was found that water 
was ineffective, spreading rather than reducing the 
fire.  
    It was soon evident that the fire was out of 
control. The engineroom was abandoned at 0912. 
Lieutenant (jg) Parker ordered the abandonment of 
the after part of the ship, however the flames were 
already driving the men off the ship. Orders were 
given to flood the after magazines, but it is not 
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known whether this was accomplished or not. A few 
seconds later, at about 0920, the situation then being 
hopeless, Lieutenant (jg) Parker gave orders for all 
hands to abandon ship. Shortly after orders had been 
given to abandon ship another incendiary bomb hit 
between the Cassin and Downes abreast the bridge 
structure setting the quarterdeck and the forward part 
of the Downes afire. Lieutenant (jg) Parker 
attempted to make a personal check to see that all 
men were off the ship but was prevented from doing 
so by the flames, and was forced to leave himself. 
The flames, fed by diesel and fuel oil as well as the 
painted surfaces of the ship, and fanned by the wind, 
swept diagonally across the ship, setting it on fire 
from bow to stern.  
    Most of the men escaped over the brow which was 
located on the 02 deck just forward of the chart 
house but some men, finding themselves trapped aft, 
were forced to escape over the sides into the 
drydock. As the last survivors were leaving the ship 
a bomb, believed to be a small high explosive one, 
struck the bridge completely destroying the director 
platform, bridge, and chart house.  
    Having released their bombs, the Japanese then 
made a strafing attack on personnel on the dock, but 
none were injured. Upon completion of these 
strafing attacks, some of the Downes men proceeded 
to the windward side of the dock to man yard fire 
hoses, others assisted in removing the wounded to 
the hospital or first aid stations, while several others, 
including two gunner�s mates proceeded to the 
Marine Barracks to assist in giving out arms and 
ammunition. Two of the latter obtained guns and 
ammunition and returned to take up stations where 
they might fire on attacking planes.  
Soon after the ship was abandoned, a terrific 
explosion occurred amidships, at torpedo tube 
number 3. After the fire had been extinguished it 
was discovered that the warheads in tube 3 had 
blown up leaving a large hole in the side and main 
deck in the vicinity of the tube mount and 
demolishing the number 2 stack. Fragments of the 
tube mount were found on the bow of the U.S.S. 
Pennsylvania.  
    The powder in the forward magazines blew out 
through the sides of the ship, however most of the 
projectiles and the .50 caliber ammunition in the 
forward magazines were apparently unharmed.  

    The men who manned the hoses on the dock 
displayed unusual courage. Some of these men had 
already been badly burned on the ship and were later 
hospitalized. The 5� ammunition in the gun shelters 
exploded, sending out frequent showers of metal 
fragments in all directions. Lieutenant (jg) Parker 
and several men tending hoses were injured by these 
fragments. The explosions became so dangerous 
that, for a few minutes, it was necessary to abandon 
the hoses, which, however, were futile against the 
fire at that time. Later the hoses were concentrated 
on the sterns of the two ships to save the depth 
charges.  
    One depth charge of the Downes dropped into the 
dock, but all others were later removed, apparently 
in a serviceable condition. The torpedo warheads on 
the torpedoes in mounts number 1 and 2 melted off.  
    Flooding of the dock was considerably delayed, 
commencing sometime after both Downes and 
Cassin had been abandoned. The flames were 
brought under control after the dock had been 
flooded, and the fire was extinguished in the late 
afternoon.  
    The conduct of the officers and crew in these 
trying circumstances was magnificent. Each officer 
and man did his job. All are deserving of the highest 
praise. It is difficult to single out individual men or 
acts of bravery among such a fine crew, but the 
conduct of the following was outstanding:  
 
Lieutenant (jg) J. D. Parker, U.S. Navy. 
As Senior Officer on board, Lieutenant Parker 
commanded the Downes during and for some time 
subsequent to the attack. He displayed leadership, 
good judgment, resourcefulness, coolness, and 
courage to the highest degree. His handling of the 
emergency under the most trying conditions was 
above reproach. With utter disregard for his own 
safety, he remained on the ship until further efforts 
to insure that all personnel had left the ship were 
blocked by the fire. After leaving the ship, he 
engaged in fighting the fire. During this phase, he 
suffered head injuries from flying fragments, but 
after first aid treatment he returned to continue 
fighting the fire.  
(in the original report, two pages of personnel 
whose acts of bravery was noted during this event 
has been omitted for length of the article but there 
outstanding conduct is duly noted -Editor)  
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    The ship was lost, but the Commanding Officer 
has naught but praise for the officers and men of the 
crew who fought her under such unfortunate 
circumstances. They did their utmost to inflict 
damage on the enemy, working against almost 
unsurmountable odds. They did all in their power to 
save the ship from fire. They showed that they were 
real shipmates with a concern for each other�s safety. 
They were loyal and determined. Their primary 
concern during the engagement was to get the guns 
in action, and their biggest regret was that they 
couldn�t meet the enemy in a fair fight at sea. I am 
proud to have commanded the U.S.S. Downes.  
 
[signed] 
W. R. THAYER. 

USS Downes, left-floating; USS Cassin, right-on 
its side; Battleship USS Pennsylvania, 
background on the right, 07 Dec 1941 

 
Footnote: USS Downes, a 1,500-ton Mahan class 
destroyer, was built at the Norfolk Navy Yard, 
Virginia. She commissioned in January 1937 and 
was sent to the Pacific later in that year. Into 1940, 
when her base was shifted to Pearl Harbor, Downes 
operated out of San Diego, California. In March and 
April 1941, she crossed the Pacific to visit Australia. 

 
    On 7 December 1941, Downes was in drydock at 
the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard when the Japanese 
attacked. She was severely damaged by bombs, fire 
and the explosion of one of her own torpedoes and 
other ammunition, leaving her an apparent total loss. 
Salvaged in the drydock over the next two months, 
her wrecked hull was refloated in February 1942 and 
later scrapped. However, her machinery and some of 
her fittings were installed in a new hull that was built 
at the Mare Island Navy Yard, California, under her 
original hull number of DD-375. 
 
Sources: U.S. Naval Historical Center for the 
historical information of the event, the report from 
LCDR W. R. Thayer, and the photographs. 
 
Editor�s Note:  We cannot place this individual due 
to the little information provided on him. If you have 
any information as to who this person is, such as full 
name, birth/death date, or any other information, 
please contact the Assistant Genealogist at the email 
address listed on the back page. Thanks for you help. 
t 
 

Correction� 
 
William B. Thayer alerted me of this correction for 
the Spring 2003 TQ / ETQ, Historian�s Report, Page 
15, left column, the link to Patty Kaye Stuart�s 
Census Index; should read as follows: 
www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/Farm/1396/GENEAL
OGY/THAYER/1930census.html t 
 
 

Query 
 
    I am researching cemeteries in Thayer County, 
NE and am looking for information from the 
following town�s cemeteries: Hubbell, Hebron, and 
Chester. I am trying to find cemetery data for the 
following surnames: Boyd, Jumper, Matheny, 
Bevington, Koic, Brown, Smith, Collins, Baker, 
George, and Thayer. 
    I would appreciate any TFA members in that area 
of Nebraska that can check these cemeteries for me. 
Please email me, Mary Alice, at  
mary68467@alltel.net  t 
 

www.geocities.com/Petsburgh/Farm/1396/GENEALOGY/THAYER/1930census.html
mailto:mary68467@alltel.net
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Board Meeting Minutes 
27 Jun 2003 

 
    The Board of Directors� official business meeting 
took place on 27 June 2003 in Frankenmuth, MI. It 
began un-officially in Al�s room in the Fairfield Inn. 
Al, Lee, Jeff and Madora were discussing changes to 
the By-Laws when C. Russell Thayer called to let Al 
know about Carol�s broken ankle, and that they 
would be delayed in their arrival until the next day. 
At that time, Russ orally gave his proxy to Al for the 
Board Meeting, witnessed by Lee, Jeff and Madora. 
Al already had R. Clinton Thayer�s written proxy, 
received on 26 March 2003. 
    Al opened the meeting in a neighboring hotel 
about 7 pm. Present were Al Morton, Jeffery Thayer 
(nominee director), Lee Thayer, Curt Thayer (and 
wife Donna), Judith Young-Thayer, James Loren 
Thayer, and Madora Boyd. With the two proxy�s, 
that made the nine members �present and accounted 
for�. 
    Nomination Committee Head, Donna Thayer, 
presented the list of nominees for Officers and 
Directors. They were: Madora Allin Thayer Boyd 
for President, James Loren Thayer for Vice 
President, Curtis Thayer for Treasurer, Al Morton 
for Secretary, with Russ Thayer, Lee Thayer, Judith 
Young-Thayer, R. Clinton Thayer, and Jeffery Lynn 
Thayer as the balance of the Directors. Al Morton 
nominated Jeffrey for Director and the motion was 
seconded be Lee, and was accepted as a Nominee to 
be voted upon at the General Meeting the following 
day. 
    The By-Law Revisions were discussed. The main 
thing was to clarify the positions of directors, as 
each of the nine members being elected for a two-
year term, and the positions of the Officers among 
the Directors, with each being elected for a one-year 
term. To be an officer, the necessity of first serving 
one year on the board was added. The rest of the 
requirements stayed the same, dues paid and duties 
performed, electronic communication, etc. James 
Loren Thayer moved and Rodney Lee Thayer 
seconded that these changes be accepted and 
presented to the Membership for voting. Any and all 
would be eligible for re-election. It passed. 
    The idea of changing the number of directors to 7 
or to 5 was discussed. This was tabled as being 
unnecessary at this time. 

    The idea of changing the receipt of dues, to one 
price for both single and family memberships, was 
discussed and rejected. The idea of raising the dues 
was discussed and rejected for now, as income at 
present is adequate. 
    The change to staggered dues, decided on last 
year, was discussed. At present it is not working as 
hoped for. Moved and passed to return to all 
members dues as beginning on 1 January. Anyone 
renewing this year after Oct. will be credited with 
paying in full for 2004. Those renewing or joining 
before that will receive copies of all TQ�s issued this 
year and other considerations.  
    After more discussion, it was moved and 
seconded that a reminder about the due date should 
be sent out to everyone on the Membership List in 
Nov. This is to be a first class mailing with 
envelopes, not post cards. It was left to be decided 
later just who was to prepare the notices. 
    The PMB address was discussed. There are still 
members mailing requests and payments to the old 
officers addresses, causing delays in handling their 
business. Al moved that the PMB address be 
retained for another year, with all mail being 
forwarded to the Secretary. It had been tried going a 
couple of other places and not been satisfactory. 
Both Treasurer and Membership have felt they did 
not get the needed information quickly enough. 
Secretary will make copies of their materials, 
sending same to other person, i.e. Membership gets a 
copy of checks, Treasurer gets a copy of renewal 
forms, copies to be destroyed when no longer 
needed. This was seconded and passed. Madora 
suggested that the Secretary should be located nearer 
to Braintree if possible, as it added an unacceptable 
delay if mailed to her in WA. 
    The idea of a minimum age limit on membership 
was discussed. The consensus was that anyone old 
enough to be interested in membership was old 
enough to be accepted, and a minimum limit was not 
needed. 
    The 2004 Meeting was discussed. The letter from 
Raymond Alexander Thayer (RickEast) was read to 
the Board. The meeting at the Thayer Academy on 
the 24th of June was acceptable, and the 
arrangements for the blocks of hotel rooms. Judith 
moved and Jim seconded that the papers be signed 
and plans set in motion. Lunch at the Academy was 
agreed to, but to look into planning dinner 
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somewhere else. The idea of a bus trip to Plymouth 
Plantation seems a good possibility, to be discussed 
further later. 
    The fees for incorporation in MA were again 
discussed, as it is higher than most other states. But 
it was again decided that the presence of TFA in 
Braintree was more important. 
 
Submitted by Madora Allin Thayer Boyd, 2002-
2003 Secretary t 
 
 

Thayer Families Association 
Minutes of the 13th Annual Meeting 

June 28, 2003 
 

    The TFA annual meeting was called to order by 
President Albert Thayer Morton at 1:00 pm 
    The meeting opened with prayer by Rev. C. 
Russell Thayer, who asked for any names of 
Thayer�s who had passed away during the past year, 
as well as any births. No names were given for 
deaths but two Thayer new borns were mentioned. 
    President Albert Thayer Morton took the 
opportunity to thank Curt and Donna Thayer for 
their fabulous effort in bringing this TFA Annual 
Meeting together in Michigan. He also thanked the 
Board of Directors for their diligence and activity 
during the year. He thanked the following: 

• C. Russell Thayer - Vice President 
• Madora Thayer Boyd - Secretary 
• Curtis Ross Thayer - Treasurer 
• Judith Young-Thayer - at large member 
• R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. - at large member and 

membership chairperson 
• Rodney Lee Thayer - at large member and 

Thayer Quarterly Editor 
• James Loren Thayer - at large member 
• Edwin R. Johnson - member at large 

    President Al then introduced Mr. Herb Zeilinger, 
who spoke regarding the history of Frankenmuth.   
    President Al asked for all first-time attendees to 
stand. Over half of the group was first timers. 
    Secretary Madora Thayer Boyd gave her report. 
The highlights of the year were as follows: 

• Setting up the annual meeting. 
• Designing by-law changes. 
• Voted to return to old membership system of 

12 months membership from January to 
December. 

• Voted to spend for postage and envelopes for 
dues notices. 

• Worked at designing job descriptions (still in 
progress). 

    She also read the minutes of last years annual 
meeting. 
    Madora also gave the Board of Directors report 
from the meeting on June 27, 2003 
    Curtis Ross Thayer gave the Treasurers report.  
The highlights of his report are as follows: 

• Thanked all for the support of the publishing 
Fund. 

• $3,270 dues. 
• $100 for Thayer book. 
• Balance at end of year $11,973.79. 

    The membership report was given in absence of 
the membership chairman by President Al; 478 paid 
members; 5 honorary life members; 74 family 
members. 
    Henry Jerome Thayer gave a verbal Historian- 
Genealogist Report. The highlights were as follows: 

• 1st volume of Richard descendants should be 
in print by August (3 volumes). 

• Jerry will help anyone who needs help after 
the meeting today. 

    Rodney Lee Thayer gave a report of the 
Publishing Fund.   
    Rodney also gave and Editor/Website Report and 
explained how the TQ is completed, as well as the 
webmaster�s duties. He also spoke regarding the 
headstone book and explained the website and how 
it works. 
    There being no Old Business we moved on to 
New Business 
    President Albert Morton presented an explanation 
of the by-law revision proposal. It was moved by C. 
Russell Thayer and seconded by Judith Young-
Thayer that the by-laws be adopted as presented.  
Motion passed unanimously. 
    Nominating Committee Report was given and the 
report was accepted and the floor was open for 
further nomination. C. Russell Thayer nominated 
Judith Young-Thayer for treasurer, it was seconded 
and Judith agreed to run. After each candidate for 
Treasurer had the opportunity to speak regarding 
their experience, a written ballot was taken. Judith 
Young-Thayer received 6 votes and Curtis Ross 
Thayer received 33 votes. A motion was then made 
to accept the slate as presented by the Nominating 
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Committee and to cast one ballot for the slate as 
presented. It passed unanimously and the secretary 
pro-tem cast such a ballot. The Board of directors 
and officers we so elected.  
    President Al had several items of FYI as follows: 

• Membership list is not available to the 
public. 

• Donna Thayer explained the contents of bags 
we received as products made in Michigan. 

• Madora Boyd will appoint a nominating 
committee as soon as possible after the 
meeting. 

• David Spencer spoke on the use of DNA 
testing to find accurate lineage. 

• We were invited to Tennessee for our 2005 
annual meeting.  

    Motion was made to adjourn at 2:58 pm. Motion 
carried and meeting adjourned. 
    Next meeting will be held in Braintree, 
Massachusetts on June 26, 2004. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
C. Russell Thayer, Secretary pro-tem  t 
 
 

Luke Thayer 
 

 work for the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation as part of the U.S. Library Project. 
We grant computers to public libraries all over 

the county. It�s my job to fly out to these locations, 
install the computers, design the networks, and 
connect them to the Internet. Then I spend a few 
days with the library staff doing training on a variety 
of topics, everything from how to use Word, how to 
design and implement advanced server security 
features (filtering, fire-walls and the like).  
    We also teach Web Development, Advanced 
Internet Searching, Web Site Evaluation and a host 
of other topics relating to life on the web. I have 
been to several hundred libraries all over the 
country, and that�s kind of where my web site comes 
in play. It�s a way for my friends and family to keep 
track of where I am and what I�m doing. I have a lot 
of work yet to do as far as posting all my pictures 
and stories (there is quite a back-log). 
    For more information about the Foundation and 
the U.S. Library Project, you can visit 
www.gatesfoundation.org   

    Luke�s12 lineage is as follows: Lucas Samuel12 

(Jeffrey Irving11, Kenneth Gardiner10, Samuel 
Gardiner9-8, Azel7, Bezer6, Richard5, John4, 
Richard3-2-1) THAYER. Lineage provided by Jerry 
Thayer. 
 
Editor�s note: Thanks Luke for the great 
introduction, sounds like you are doing some 
wonderful things for the library�s, great job! For 
further information on Luke, and to see some of the 
places he�s been, you can visit his website at 
www.lukethayer.com t 
 
 

Thayer Cemeteries� 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
n my never ending quest for cemetery data, I 
discovered the following cemeteries, when 
doing research on the Thayer Places article in 

the Summer 2003 Issue. I found these cemeteries 
listed on a map site on the Internet and would like to 
ask our TFA members in the states listed, if they 
could first locate these cemeteries, and then 
transcribe the Thayer headstones for me. I will 
feature any unusual stones here in the newsletter. If 
you can take pictures, that would be a bonus! 
 
Nebraska - western part of Neosho County. 
New York - southeast corner of Chautauqua County. 
New York - eastern side of Montgomery County. 
Pennsylvania - southern part of Elk County. 
 
Please contact me via email or at the address listed 
on the back of the newsletter for specific information 
on how to transcribe the stones. The material 
recorded will be used in a future supplement to the 
Thayer Headstone Reference. Thanks for your 
continued support. t 
  
 

Thayer Autograph Book Found! 
By Vincent Pantozzi 

 
 friend in Jersey City, NJ, gave this 
autograph book to me as a gift some forty 
years ago. The friend�s name was Harold 

Pellet, a resident of Jersey City, now deceased. He 
did not offer much more information other than 
saying that the book had value as a historic artifact. I 
have no idea how it came into his 
possession. Actually, I know very little of his 

I
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background, except that he was employed in the 
financial district, Wall St., in New York City. Jersey 
city is in close proximity to NYC. 
    The book is approximately 3 inches x 6 inches 
and there are 28 signatures in the book, the earliest is 
1872. �John,� and �Milton,� and �Pearl� are among 
them. Locations such as Minneapolis, Townshend, 
VT, and Kansas City, MO. The book is in excellent 
condition, pages are only slightly yellowed and 
signatures are quite legible. 
    The signatures are very beautifully drawn. 
Although somewhat �faded,� nevertheless quite 
legible. One gets a sense of intimacy and closeness 
in reading the entries. One touching entry is signed 
�Your little niece.� 
 

 
 
Life is short and time is fleeting 
May the Lord prepare us for His meeting 
  Is the wish of  
  Milton W. Thayer 
   Townsend 
Jan 15th 1911   VT 
 
Editor�s note: I have exchanged several emails with 
Vincent regarding this book in order to present it 
here, in your newsletter. I was exited to hear about 
the book, as was Madora Boyd who forwarded the 

email to me regarding this item. And from Vincent�s 
email to me regarding this, it seems we have his 
interest as well, his words regarding this: �This is 
SO altogether interesting, and to think, the sig 
book has been in my archives for at least 30-40 
years!� 
    For information regarding Vincent�s family 
history, feel free to visit 
http://www.manchu.org/WorldWar1/ Great 
information here on Vincent�s father and World War 
I information. 
    Thanks Vincent for sharing this information with 
us. t 
 
 

Duty, Honor, Country 
Confirming the Motto�s Authors 

 
or the past several years many who contend 
that my theory of who coined the phrase, 
DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY, as being 

erroneous, has tormented me until now. My research 
on the author of that motto since has proven my 
theory that it was Sylvanus Thayer is, indeed, 
incorrect. He was born in Braintree on June 9, 1785. 
He is credited with the re-shaping of the United 
States Military Academy at West Point, New York 
during his sixteen-year tenure as its Superintendent 
from 1817-1833. My adversaries on this subject 
have insisted the originator to be the late General of 
the Army Douglas McArthur. While surfing the 
Internet a few years ago I came upon the West Point 
Web Page and using their Guest Page, posed this 
question to them. The answer came back, quickly 
and with the expected answer, Douglas McArthur. I 
have no idea by whose authority at the Point led to 
that conclusion, but I still maintained my choice was 
the correct one at the time. 
    Recently, I purchased a proof of a newly 
published book authored by Maj. Gen. James R. 
Endler, a graduate of the Point, with a forward by 
another Point graduate, Lieutenant General (Ret.) 
Howard D. Graves. The title of this new work is 
�Other Leaders, Other Heroes, West Point�s Legacy 
to America Beyond the Field of Battle� Praeger 
Publishers, Westport, CT 1999. This publication is 
now in my library. It chronicles several noted West 
Point graduates and others of different backgrounds 
and what they have contributed to improve life in 
America beginning in the early 1800�s to recent 

F
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times. Part I. The First Century Chapter 1, deals with 
THE FATHER OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY, 
Brevet Col. Sylvanus Thayer. He was commissioned 
by the Corps of Engineers to take over the command 
of the Point as the Superintendent in 1817. He held 
that post until 1833. During that time he transformed 
the Academy to its present unparalleled status. His 
plan was to instill strict discipline, the education 
necessary to produce strong leadership in its ranks 
and pride in serving this country. To do this he 
instituted a base concept of regulations that include: 
1. New regulations to insure discipline; (defined 

later as �DUTY�) 
2. An atmosphere that embodied honor and pride 

(later defined as �HONOR�)  
3. Impress upon cadets and officers alike the 

importance of serving our country, (later defined 
as �COUNTRY�). 

    By �definition� I am referring to a committee that 
was formed by the Academic Board of West Point to 
study the meaning of the regulations that were 
employed by Brevet Col. Sylvanus Thayer serving 
as the Superintendent. On February 4, 1898, three of 
the five members of that committee, Charles W. 
Larned, Professor of Drawing, Ch., E. W. Bass, 
Professor of Mathematics and S. E. Tillman, 
Professor of Chemistry defined the three regulations 
that embodied the Motto as DUTY, HONOR, 
COUNTRY. 
    On May 3, 2001, Lt. Gen. Daniel W. Christman, 
U. S. Army, Superintendent of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, in a letter to me, 
wrote the following: 
    �There is no doubt that the values and traditions 
expressed in the motto were reflected in the record 
of Sylvanus Thayer while serving as Superintendent. 
It has been mentioned that to many, the selection of 
Duty, Honor, Country, was merely the 
institutionalization of Thayer�s ideals into words. I 
think that view is appropriately reflected in your 
summarization of material from Gen. Endler�s work, 
So, although we do not believe Thayer specifically 
coined the expression, we agree that the words 
effectively express his guiding principles.� 
    I was privileged to have had access to an 
abundance of handwritten material by Sylvanus 
Thayer housed in the Archives of the Braintree 
Historical Society. This Society owns and operates 
the Thayer House, the birthplace of Sylvanus on 

June 9, 1785. Being a member of that society since, I 
visit there often and volunteer my services 
occasionally. 
    From what I have read in Gen. Thayer�s papers 
confirms what has been recorded in the Endler book. 
I suspect Mr. Endler has researched this same 
material. A recent letter from Lt. Gen. Daniel W. 
Christman, present Superintendent of West Point, 
confirms the true origin of the phrase Duty, Honor, 
Country. Those words were later chosen as the 
motto that best described the teachings instilled by 
Gen. Sylvanus Thayer at the Academy during his 
thirteen-year tenure at the Academy. 
    Originally composed December 16, 2000, revised 
July 19, 2002, Raymond Alexander Thayer.  t 

 
 

Origins of a Cookbook? 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
    This is more of a saga than an article, and will 
hopefully give you some insight on what I do, as 
well as others in the association do on a regular basis 
to solve some of the mysteries of the past associated 
with the Thayer surname.  
    In addition to producing the newsletter and 
maintaining the TFA website, I love a good 
challenge to locate information relating to Thayers 
on the Internet. When you reed this, keep in mind, 
this was a simple query that Betty Atkinson had 
regarding a cookbook of all things.  
    The following is a summary of the email that 
spans about three weeks in late 2002, by at least 
three people in two hospitals in two different states, 
Betty and myself. Direct quotes are in �quotes.� 
 

17 November 
    I receive an email from Betty that starts with �I 
am a member of the Thayer Family Association and 
have a mystery to solve. Jerry Thayer says you are 
good at this, so here goes. I have purchased a 
cookbook at a Flea Market and would like to know 
more about it. The title is �The Thayer Hospital 
Auxiliary Cook Book�. It was printed by the hospital 
so there is no publisher to go to. It does not say 
where the hospital is, and the date of publication is 
July 1964. This notation there reads �The Womens 
Auxiliary represents a broad cross section of the 
community with its 300 members. Its objective is to 
assist the hospital in whatever area of service 
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volunteers are needed. In addition, Auxiliary 
members sponsor the Coffee Shop and other fund-
raising projects such as the annual Valentine Ball 
and an Antique Show.� This is signed by Mrs. 
Richard H. Dennis, President Thayer Hospital 
Womens Auxiliary.� 
    Betty goes on to state �I have looked on the 
Internet but cannot come up with anything as there 
are many Thayer Hospitals, doctors and clinics, and 
unless we have a city or state I do not know where to 
go from there.� 
    After receiving the email from Betty, I did a quick 
search of the Internet and came up as well with 
several Thayer Hospitals and Clinics, but settled on 
two to ask. Thayer County Health Service - Hebron, 
NE (I chose this based on the history of the Thayer 
County, which is where Hebron is located) and 
Maine General Hospital, Waterville, ME (this was 
chosen based on the hospital�s history, it was 
previously called Thayer Hospital)    
    I queries to both of these places and also replied to 
Betty and inform her that I am researching this. 
 

21 November 
    I receive another email from Betty stating 
�Thanks for all the �sleuthing�. This is getting 
interesting.  I have found information that the Maine 
Medical in Portland ME was once the Thayer 
Hospital or Clinic, but got no further than that.� 
     

22 November  
    I received an email from Mr. Mark Lisa, Chief 
Executive Officer, Thayer County Health Services, 
Hebron, NE. He states the following and gives us 
some insight to the village of Thayer and Hebron, 
Thayer County: �I have been to the village of 
Thayer, not in Thayer County. Thayer the town is in 
York County, I believe. It�s not much. Just a few 
houses, some abandoned commercial buildings, and 
a grain elevator. 
  �Thayer County is a busy little (pop. 6000) 
county. Hebron, at pop. 2000, is the County Seat. We 
are an agricultural county, growing corn, milo 
(sorghum), wheat, and soybeans, and beef. Reinke 
Mftg. is a large center pivot irrigation company, 
located in the town of Deshler. Thayer County is in 
Southeast, NE, with Kansas on our southern 
Boundary.  
  �The Courthouse has information on the county�s 
namesake, I think John Thayer, a former Civil War 

Colonel or General. There was also a local Thayer 
who was an indian fighter. I can get more 
information to you if you�d like. 
    �By the way, I�m a retired Navy Medical Service 
Corps Officer, and former HMC. I have a friend at 
the Yokosuka Naval Hospital, a corpsman.  
    �Oh yeah, can�t forget, we have updated 
cookbooks now. The one you have is probably a 
collector�s item.� 
    The last paragraph is what caught my eye.  
 

28 November 
    After several more emails between Betty and I, 
and between Mark Lisa in Nebraska and I, Mark 
Lisa writes the following: ��the cookbook was 
definitely from here. The hospital has been around 
in some form since 1948, and the �Guild� as its now 
called has been around for 49 years. Still a VERY 
active group of ladies who are responsible for many 
thousands of dollars in direct equipment donations, 
scholarships and other giving every year.� 
    We have solved the mystery on where the 
cookbook started! Betty, now you know where your 
cookbook purchased at a flea market originated, 
definitely an item to hold on to. Mark Lisa, thank 
you for the information and research from Nebraska.  
    But then a few replies from Main General came to 
me via email. 
 

07 December 
    The first email was from Ms. Nicole O. 
McSweeny, who forwarded my email to the Hospital 
Librarian for further research. 
    The next email to arrive, an hour and a half after it 
was forwarded to the Librarian was from Ms. Cora 
Damon, Health Service Library, Maine General 
Medical Center. Cora states the following �The 
Maine General Medical Center was created about 
five years ago from the merger of two hospitals, Mid 
Maine Medical Center and a hospital in Augusta. 
The Mid Maine Medical Center was created in 1975 
by the merger of two Waterville Hospitals; Thayer 
Hospital and Seton Hospital. Thayer Hospital was 
started in 1931 by 6 physicians. The hospital was 
opened in the former home of Dr. Frederick Thayer, 
hence the name Thayer Hospital.� 
    Cora was not able to locate any more information 
on a cookbook being produced by them.  
 
    Jerry Thayer provided the following information: 
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    �Dr. Frederick Charles Thayer was born 30 Sep 
1844 in Waterville, son of Charles Hamilton Thayer 
& Susan E. Tobey. He is in Waterville with his wife 
Lenora L. Snell in the 1900 & 1920 census but in the 
1930 census Lenora is listed alone. As far as we 
know he had no children of his own. He is in the 
Thomas line.� 
 
    With what started as a simple query, we have 
solved a mystery. As you can read, there is lots of 
information on the Internet, getting the right 
information is how you decide to use the plethora of 
data that is available. 
    I was pleased to meet Betty Atkinson at the 
Reunion in Frankenmuth, and she brought the 
cookbook with her! What a pleasure to me her and 
see the book that eluded from it�s origin.  
    Many thanks to Thayer County Health Service, 
Hebron, NE and to Maine General Hospital, 
Waterville, ME for all information provided. We 
could not have done this without you! t 

 
 

Thayer�s Corners, New York 
�More Than Just A Crossroads� 

    By John Howard Thayer 
 

 
 

n the June 2003 Summer Issue of the Thayer 
Quarterly, Editor Lee Thayer requested 
assistance from any Thayer Families 

Association members who reside near any U.S. 
towns that carry the Thayer name, and that have not 
already been researched. Specifically, why do they 
carry the Thayer name? One of the still to be 
researched towns was Thayer�s Corners, New York. 

I live in northern New York State and had never 
heard of Thayer�s Corners, so I decided to do some 
basic research. To this end, I did as much Internet 
research as I could, and additionally contacted Mr. 
Olin Cook, Town of Chateaugay, New York 
Historian (1).  
    Thayer�s Corners is located in Franklin County, in 
northern New York State. The County has a 
population of just over 50,000 according to the 2000 
Census. Thayer�s Corners is not a village, town or 
hamlet. It is an intersection where NYS 11 runs 
east/west, and intersects with East Road to the north 
and Ketcham Road to the south. Farmhouses, barns 
and silos, surround Thayer�s Corners and the only 
business is a roadside restaurant. At one time a store 
also sat at the intersection, but has long since 
disappeared. According to Olin Cook, the 
intersection is named after Israel Thayer who 
owned a farm there. His deed for the property was 
dated 1801 according to the Historical Sketches of 
Franklin County� by Seavers (1).  
    The date 1801 is important because Israel Thayer 
and his family do not show up in any census data 
until 1820. In the 1820 Census, Israel Thayer�s data 
included the following: 
    Two males under 10 years 
    One male over 10 and under 16 
    One male 18 and under 26 
    One male 45 and upwards including heads of 
    household  
    One female under 10 
    One female 10 and under 16 
    One female 16 and under 26 
    One female 26 and under 45 including heads of 
    household 
    http://rootsweb.com/~nyfrankl/census/1820/     
    1820tuv.html  Franklin County, NY, The 1820 
    Federal Census of Franklin County, NY (2). 
    According to Cook, most of the residents who 
populated the area in 1801 were originally from 
Vermont. It is assumed that the Israel Thayer family 
came from that region as well, but there isn�t any 
factual evidence to support this claim. 
Geographically, Thayer�s Corners is about sixty 
miles to the west of the New York/Vermont border.  
    I then found the Website, �Thayer�s Corners 
Cemetery-Burke, Franklin County, NY.� This data 
source was very specific and Thayer�s Corners 

I
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Cemetery contains photographs of the headstones of 
Israel Thayer and others. 
    The Thayer�s Corners 
Cemetery is located 1/8 of a 
mile west of Thayer�s 
Corners and 3 ½ miles from 
Chateaugay, NY on the 
north side of Route 11. It is 
located about 500 feet from 
NYS Route 11, but is 
clearly visible from the 
highway. Additionally, �the 
Corners� sits 3.2 miles 
northeast the Village of 
Burke, N.Y. (2000 Census Pop. 209, 93 housing 
units). The actual GPS coordinates are: N44° 
55.423� W 074° 08.978.                                              
    The cemetery has been transcribed at least three 
separate times, with the last taking place in 2001. All 
transcriptions were compared and discrepancies 
were resolved. Several stones that were transcribed 
in the early transcriptions (1937 & 1940) are now 
missing. Note: The website hyperlink was quite 
finicky. I suggest that interested parties access the 
site by simply using �Thayer�s Corners Cemetery-
Burke� as the keywords if the hyperlink fails to 
function correctly. 
    The Thayer�s who have been identified in the 
cemetery are: 
 
Israel Thayer - Died August 31, 1847. Approximate 
Age (AE) 74 years. 
Rena - Wife of Dea. (Deacon) Israel Thayer. Died 
August 24, 1836. AE 59 years. 
Sarah - Second wife of Dea. Israel Thayer. Died 
Jan. 24, 1868. AE 81 years. 
 
Wolcott A. Thayer - Born 4-22-1802, Died 9-26-
1881 (Son of Israel).  
 Mary - His wife. Born 10-24-1802. Died 2-11-1860 
Age 57 years  
 
Fowler D. Thayer - Died June 3, 1879. Aged 69 
years. (Relationship Unknown. Probably a son) 
Betsy J. Aged 54 years. 
Mary - Died April 30, 1842. Aged 14 years 
Orson - Died Sept.6,1840. Aged 3 Mos. 
Orrin - Died Sept. 13, 1840. Aged 3 Mos. & 7 
Days.  
Children of F.D. & B.J. Thayer 

 
Marion Percy Thayer  - Died Oct. 9, 1878, aged 56 
years 
 
Smith P. Thayer - Died Jan. 7,1881 in his 61st Year 
(Son of Israel) 
Eliza F. - His wife. Died Sept. 4, 1868. AE 48 Years 
Leonard K. Thayer - Died Sept. 15, 1893. AE 46 
years. (Relationship Unknown). 
Walter E. Thayer - Died Feb. 9, 1892. AE 26 Years 
4 mos. (Relationship Unknown).  
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb/~frgen/burke/th
ayers/thayers_corners.htm (3). 
    I then searched the Thayer name in Roots Web�s 
World Connect Project. Specifically, I was looking 
for any Thayer names that listed place of birth as any 
northern New York State location. I did not find any 
new Thayer�s using those criteria. However, the 
name Walcott Wilder Thayer (AKA Wolcott Wilder 
Thayer-same person) did surface. One of the Thayer 
names in the  �Cemetery� was Wolcott A. Thayer. I 
remembered that there is an association between the 
Thayer�s and the Wilder's of �Little House On The 
Prairie� fame. I pulled up Walcott Wilder Thayer�s 
data and was surprised to find that his father was 
Thomas Jefferson Thayer and his mother was Eliza 
Jane Wilder, b. 1 Jan 1850 in NY.  
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/cgi-
bin/igm?op=GET&db=1524392&id=I06604 (4.)  
    A Franklin County tourism site, �Malone 
Chamber of Commerce Located at the Foothills of 
the Adirondacks� (5), that provided the following. 
�Wilder Homestead. Site of Laura Ingalls Wilder�s 
book, Farmer Boy, of the Little House book series. 
Burke, NY (518) 483-1207.� This material 
highlights the fact that Almanzo and Laura Ingalls 
Wilder were closely associated with Burke, N.Y.  
http://www.malonenvchamber.com/tourism.html (5). 
Additionally, in a piece entitled  �Almanzo & Laura 
Ingalls Wilder�s relatives,� from the Website 
http://members.tripod/com/~PennyN/, data states 
that Almanzo�s sister, Eliza Jane Wilder, was born in 
northern New York, and that she was married to 
Thomas Jefferson Thayer in 1893 (6). 
    In Cook�s material, he writes: �According to the 
Almanzo Wilder Association (located at the Wilder 
Farm in Burke, N.Y.) Thomas Jefferson Thayer was 
related to Israel Thayer. They were not clear as to 
what the relationship was, however. It is interesting 
to note that in two different sources at their site, the 

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb/~frgen/burke/thayers/thayers_corners.htm
http://worldconnect.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/igm?op=GET&db=1524392&id=I06604
http://www.malonenvchamber.com/tourism.html
http://members.tripod.com/~PennyN/
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name appears as Thomas Jefferson, and in another 
source, Thomas Judson.�(1). Thomas Jefferson 
Thayer�s middle name presents us with an unsolved 
mystery. 
    The Thayer Quarterly published an article in the 
May 2001 Spring Issue entitled �Eliza Jane Wilder� 
written by Janet Blicke. The article stated the 
following: �In 1893, E. J. (Eliza Jane Wilder), 
married Thomas Thayer, father of six children, and 
had one son, Walcott Wilder Thayer, in 1894. 
Thomas died in 1899.� It further states, �Assistant 
Genealogist Note: Thomas Judson Thayer (1832-
1899) married Eliza Jane Wilder 6 Sep 1893 in 
Fillmore Co MN. (not NY)They moved to Crowley, 
Acadia Parish, LA in 1890(?) and he died there 9 
Feb 1899. His line is Thomas Judson8, Wolcott 
A.7, Israel7, Stephens5, Thomas4, Thomas3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1.� (7). 
    Thomas Judson (or Jefferson) Thayer was the son 
of Wolcott A. Thayer, and the grandson of Israel 
Thayer. That little �Thayer�s Corners Cemetery� is 
the direct connection to the Thayer/Wilder 
relationship. The Thayer�s and Wilders were born 
just a few miles apart, and probably grew up 
together. Almanzo Wilder, was definitely born in 
Malone, N.Y. (Franklin County) on 13 Feb 1857 (6).  
    Cook �s writings also highlighted another of 
Israel�s sons, Smith P. Thayer. He was born near 
Burke, N.Y. and moved to Malone (N.Y.) later. His 
son, Lorenzo P. Thayer, ran a mercantile 
establishment in Burke (N.Y.) at the time of the First 
World War, although he lived in Malone (1). Warren 
T. Thayer, a grandson of Israel, was an influential 
citizen of Chateaugay. (N.Y.) He served in the NYS 
Assembly in 1916-1920, and was a member of the 
NYS Senate 34th District, 1921-34. 
http://politicalgraveyard.com/bio/thayer.html. (8) He 
later served in the NYS Senate. He was one of the 
owners of the Chasm Light and Power Company. (1) 
 
Thayer Corners sign photo courtesy of Jerry & Judy 
Thayer, headstone picture courtesy of John Howard 
Thayer.  t 
 

The Name of a Cemetery 
by Steve Paul Johnson 

November 14, 2001 
 

    The name of a cemetery is too easily taken for 
granted. 

    When creating a cemetery transcription, 
transcribers are not doing the �due diligence� to 
verify the actual name of the cemetery. This is 
particularly the case with cemeteries in rural areas, 
or abandoned cemeteries. 
    The trouble occurs when someone uses a 
transcription to determine the burial location of a 
relative or friend. If the correct name is not 
identified on the transcription, it can lead people into 
an endless search. 
    It can also cause headaches in trying to identify 
one transcription from another.  
For example, St. Raymonds Cemetery in Bronx 
County, New York is a very well known cemetery. 
But there are actually two of them, both located 
close to each other. One is referred to as �Old St. 
Raymonds� and the other is referred to as �New St. 
Raymonds�. Sometimes, New St. Raymonds is just 
referred to as �St. Raymonds�. 
    When people submit transcriptions for �St. 
Raymonds Cemetery�, we have to ask for 
clarification as to which one they are referring to. If 
we didn�t put any effort into asking for clarification, 
can you imagine the gross inaccuracies that would 
result? We�d end up with records for the old 
cemetery published in the new cemetery, and vice-
versa. People would be misled to believe their 
ancestors were buried in one place, when in fact they 
were buried somewhere else. 
    Even when two cemeteries have different names, 
the same problem can occur if they are adjacent to 
each other. Long Island National Cemetery and 
Pinelawn Cemetery are adjoining cemeteries in 
Farmingdale, New York. We noticed people 
referring to the �National Cemetery in Farmingdale�, 
when in fact they are really talking about Pinelawn. 
People didn�t realize that there are two separate 
cemeteries there. They think the whole area is the 
National Cemetery. 
    All throughout the United States, there are two or 
more cemeteries located adjacent to each other, and 
are often not separated by a fence, or any other 
noticeable borders. It�s easy to understand why one 
could be mistaken, but if you�re going to create a 
cemetery transcription, you must take the 
responsibility of knowing the subject. 
    Another source of confusion is old names and new 
names. During my own genealogical research, I 
found references to a cemetery where my ancestors 

http://politicalgraveyard.com/bio/thayer.html
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were buried. I found these references in death 
certificates, which were issued in the late 1800�s and 
early 1900�s. I didn�t stop to think that the cemetery 
may have changed names. I figured the cemetery 
carried the same name back then as it did now. So, 
when I called the county courthouse to lookup the 
plot numbers, they said there was no such cemetery 
by that name. I didn�t understand. 
    It wasn�t until several months later that I 
discovered the cemetery was now operating under a 
different name. If you find an old cemetery 
transcription, or old death certificates, and you want 
to compile them to create a burial listing, then you 
should be aware that the name of the cemetery may 
have changed. It can save your intended readers 
some grief. 
In my own cemetery adventures I find many that 
have no apparent names. There is no sign indicating 
the name of the cemetery, nor is there any name 
listed on maps, and nor do any of the locals know of 
a name. If you can�t find a name through any of the 
easy channels, contact the local historical society. 
Historical societies are devoted to studying the 
history of the local area. 
    I�ve sometimes found that the historical society 
will not know of a name. At that point, I�ll often 
coin a name after the town the cemetery served. 
Thus for example, the cemetery in Ludlow, 
California, would be named, �Ludlow Cemetery�.  
    Some might argue that it is inappropriate to coin a 
name, because that too would mislead people into 
thinking that that�s the correct name. But there could 
actually be many cemeteries within the confines of a 
county that don�t have names. In San Bernardino 
County, California, there are perhaps as many as 50 
cemeteries and burial sites throughout the Mojave 
Desert that don�t appear to have any official names. 
If they were all identified as �cemetery� or 
�unnamed cemetery�, it would be difficult for people 
to identify which cemetery transcription they would 
need. If the name of the town or area is tied to the 
cemetery name, it could at least guide people to the 
right transcription. 
    The Geographic Names Information System 
(GNIS) is published by the United States Geological 
Survey as an attempt to create a national index of 
geographic features. It�s common for people to refer 
to the GNIS as the official source of names. After 

all, the federal government created it, so it must be 
official, right?  
    Well, the problem is that many of the features 
identified in the GNIS are out of date. Even though 
the GNIS is continuously revised, each feature is not 
examined continuously. There are cemeteries that 
were first added to the GNIS in the 1980�s, and have 
never been reexamined since. So, while the GNIS 
has a name for a cemetery, it does not mean that that 
name is still current. 
    Furthermore, much of the names found in the 
GNIS were extracted from the USGS 7.5 minute 
maps. Many of these maps were created in the 
1960�s and 1970�s. So, the names found in the GNIS 
come from sources as much as 40 years old. 
    The bottom line is that the transcriber of a 
cemetery must take responsibility in correctly 
identifying the cemetery. The people who will use 
that transcription will assume the transcriber has 
extensive knowledge of the cemetery, and will 
accept the transcription as evidence of fact.  
    Creating a cemetery transcription is more than 
capturing the tombstone inscriptions, or copying the 
sexton records. It includes many elements, and 
among them is the official name, including any other 
nicknames and prior names. 
 
Article is courtesy of Steve Paul Johnson, Editor, 
The Cemetery Column, www.interment.com t 
  
 

Words from the President 
              
    This last month and a half since the June Meeting 
in Frankenmuth has been busy and hectic. The 
Treasurer elected to a second term in June has now 
resigned. He has had lots of experience with very 
large corporation�s Treasurer�s job, but not with a 
small Family one. When it turned out he was unable 
to reconcile his experiences and habits with the 
needs of this org., he decided to resign. He is 
continuing on as a Director, and his other expertise 
hopefully will aid our future development. At 
present the Board of Directors is working hard to 
facilitate the change-over smoothly.  
    The President�s job is turning out rather different 
than I expected. The challenges are interesting, and I 
am getting advice from all the other members. It 
should be a fun and exciting year. 

www.interment.com
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    The Vice President is busy searching out fun tours 
for us to go on while in Braintree next June. The 
Thayer Academy has again agreed to make their 
facilities available. Those of you who have not been 
to Braintree should be impressed by how the school 
founded by Sylvanus Thayer has developed.  
    If everyone who wants to correspond with any or 
all of the Board Members will remember to use the 
new address in Braintree, the mail should flow much 
better. Some were still writing to an address that the 
former holder of had already moved twice again. 
Sure slows things down! 
    One of the hotels in Braintree now had a bloc of 
rooms being held for us, and another one is in the 
negotiating stage. It should be in the next TQ.  t 
 
 

 
 

 
Hot of the Press! 

Patricia Thayer Muno�s Vol. III of the 
Comprehensive Series Now Available From the 

Massachusetts� Braintree Historical Society 
 
    The expanding story of our immigrant ancestors 
and their descendants continues to unfold. Everyone 
who has enjoyed Volumes I and II of the 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America will now be able to include Volume III, 
entitled Descendants of Richard Thayer, Immigrant 
to America 1641, Through His Grandson, 
Richard3-2-1. This latest installment is now available 
from the Braintree Historical Society in Braintree 
Massachusetts.  
    Author and Thayer genealogist Patricia Thayer 
Muno finished the final formatting of the Richard 
Volume in June and rushed it off to Brian Kolner, 
director of the Braintree Historic Society.  Whereas 
the previous volumes were produced in Portland, 
Oregon, all future publishing and distribution of the 
Comprehensive Genealogy series will be conducted 
at BHS. Volume III�s matching red leatherette cover 
with gold lettering and Patricia�s Thayer logo adds 
chapters of new Thayer information not included in 
volumes I and II. It follows the descendants of the 
immigrant Richard Thayer�s son, Richard II, through 
his son, Richard III, also known as Richard3-2-1. 

    While this new addition proves to be the largest of 
the Comprehensive volumes yet published, capturing 
365 pages, the author and the director of BHS agreed 
to keep the price and shipping the same as previous 
volumes. ($55 plus $4 shipping and handling�total 
$59.) All orders for this book need to be identified as 
Volume III of the Thayer book offers and sent with 
payment to BHS: Thayer Book Order, Braintree 
Historical society, 31 Tenney Road, Braintree, 
MA, 02184-6512. Reprints of Volumes I and II are 
also now available from BHS for the same price.  
    INCLUDED IN THE 365 PAGES: Historical 
Background - A farewell to England ��Richard 
arrived at about the same time New England�s great 
migration was ending. It seemingly stopped as 
abruptly as it began. The westward flow of 
population across the Atlantic suddenly started to 
run in reverse, as many Massachusetts Puritans 
sailed home to serve in England�s Civil War�� 
(p.xvi); a historical sketch by Henry Jerome 
(�Jerry�) Thayer - �Richard Thayer was an 
enigmatic man who led a life with some 
surprises��(p. xv); 65 previously unpublished 
photos and maps; copy and story of the disputed 
Indian deed of 1665; Richard�s Journey of no return 
to Barbados with map; map of �Old Braintree�; 22 
pages of extensive detailed notes (here-to-fore 
unpublished) pertaining to the first three generations 
of Richard Thayer�s family (Appendix A); 
information on how the Thayer family figured into 
the property of America�s first Iron works at 
Braintree (Appendix B); over 4 pages of valuable 
references for the reader�s added research and study; 
names of the 193 contributors, 268 pages containing 
the genealogical information of 15 generations of the 
immigrant Richard Thayer�s descendants with 
extensive sources and informative biographical 
information; and much more� 
    The formatting of the fourth volume of the 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America series: Descendants of Richard Thayer 
Immigrant to America 1641 through his grandson 
Nathaniel3, Richard2-1 is presently underway and is 
expected to exceed 400 pages, according to the 
author Patricia Thayer Muno. All speed is being 
taken to get Volume IV off to press but there is no 
substitute for pain staking care to details and in 
depth research and review.  t 
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Membership Report 
 
    As mentioned in my last report we have returned 
to the previous method of having memberships 
effective for the calendar year. Anyone who joins 
during the year will receive whatever TQs they have 
missed. Anyone who joins after Oct. 15 will be 
credited with membership for the following year, 
and receive the last TQ of the year in which they 
join. AND, we will be sending out dues notices 
toward the end of the year. 
    We currently have 501 members, including 79 
family memberships. 
    Keep you mailing address current with the 
Membership Chairman. As the post office does not 
always forward 4th class mail, which our Quarterly 
is mailed as, you may miss your Quarterly, even if 
you have left your forwarding address with them. 
    We are very pleased to welcome the following 
new members and encourage anyone, including new 
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. If 
you would like to volunteer even just a little of your 
time please let our president, Madora Boyd, know at 
Matboyd1924@aol.com or me, Clint Thayer at  
ClntThayer@aol.com 
 
Clemens, Jim & Linda, Royal Oak, MI 
Deacon, Jesse, Blackstone, MA 
Joles, Christopher A. & Ann M., Saginaw, MI 
Kuehn, Phillip Harold, Casco, MI 
Plank, Gail Lorraine, East Walpole, MA 
Thayer, Hollis K. & H. Redmond, Lancaster, NH 
Thayer, Jeffrey Lynn & Carol A., Manistique, MI 
Thayer, Ronald J. & Kathleen L., Bloomfield Hills, 
MI 
Thayer, Thomas N. & Elise M., Lebanon, NH 
Thayer, Verl Edward (Frank), Fullerton, CA 
Thayer, William D., Caro, MI 
Thayer/Mathews, George L. & Myrtle Thayer Tidd, 
Sarasota, FL 
 
    Please notify the Membership Committee if you 
are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if I 
have missed anyone in this list let me know. 
 
Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer, Membership 
Chairman, email ClntThayer@aol.com  t 
 
 

Reunion 2004 Planning,  
Continued! 

 
    This just came in and is listed here to help you in 
planning your attendance at the 2004 Reunion.  
 

Holiday Inn Express, Braintree 
 
    Group Rooms are being held Thurs, Fri, Sat, 
Sun (Jun 24th through the 26th, with check out on the 
27th). 25 double rooms are being held; at the rate of 
$89.00 per day; subject also to 9.7% tax. 
    Guest is responsible for own room, tax, and 
incidentals. Please call Holiday Inn Express and 
make your own reservation, mention Thayer 
Families Association to get this group rate. Reserve 
before 24 May. Phone number is (781) 848-1260.  
t 
 
 

 
 
 

Change of Address Form 
 

If you will be moving in the near future and 
have your new address, please clip this out or 
photo copy and mail to the Membership 
Chairman, Clint Thayer: 
Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 
Braintree, MA  02184 
(or email data to: clntthayer@aol.com) 
 
Name:________________________________
 
Old Address:___________________________
 
City:_____________________ State:_______
 
Zip:__________________________________
 
NEW Address:_________________________
 
City:_____________________ State:_______
 
Zip:__________________________________

mailto:matboyd1924@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
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From the Editor� 
 
    We are well into our 2004 reunion planning. Lots of 
planning is going into this to make it a successful event, 
keep reading future issues for updates and further 
information.  
    Another important item that took place this year, 
starting with the Summer newsletter, was the decrease in 
time it takes to get the issue from my desk in Japan to 
your mailbox. The printing of the newsletter takes 
numerous people at various stages to get it printed, 
mailed, and delivered to you. The people who deserve a 
big �Thank You for what you do� are Clint Thayer, 
distributes the membership list to the printers; Kate 
Kuzmich, distributes the ETQ; Affordable Press for the 
timely printing and for the mailing; and the United States 
Postal Service for delivery.  
 
    An often-overlooked resource for article information is 
newspapers! I have received several articles in the mail 
recently, thank you for sending these in. Keep in mind the 
most important thing I need from a newspaper article is 
the header information at the top of the paper. I use this 
information to obtain permission to re-print these articles. 
If you happen to run across a Thayer related article in a 
newspaper that you think is worthy or our newsletter, 
please clip it out and mail to me. 

    A supplement to the Thayer Headstone Reference will 
be available in a few months. Supplement A, 
approximately 213 pages, is comprised of new material 
not in the First Edition of the Reference and corrected 
material that has appeared in the First Edition. I hope to 
have an order form in the Winter Issue for those wishing 
to purchase it. 
    I am very thankful to those who have contributed 
headstone data. After I published the First Edition, I was 
not sure I could get enough material for Supplement A to 
be published one year after the First Edition. Now that 
the Supplement has become reality, I have started work 
on Supplement B.   
    When using the headstone reference for source 
information, please cite as �Thayer Headstone Reference, 
2002 First Edition, Part #, Page #� 
    Thanks for everyone�s support in the past year! 

 
Stories Needed 

 
Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor  t 

Membership Form 
 

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
Please check one:    PAPER Issue mailed to you ________    ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you _______   BOTH ______ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        346 Washington St. PMB #310 
                                                                        Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
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of the Thayer Family of America

A first edition of 150 copies of the
Comprehensive Thayer Genealogy
Volume III is NOW available along with
past Volumes I and II from the 
Braintree Historical Society.

Members of our extended Thayer Family stand out from          many other early American 
families in a number of ways which distinguishes us.  Our    pride in the accomplshments 
of our forefathers and a dedication to perserve for posterity our identity and contributions 
of our immigrant ancestors.  The Thayer stories are sewn into the fabric of the American 
Dream.  Now extending throughout the world, Thayer decendants can know of their 
heritage and proudly display for their children and grandchildren their lineage.  In today's
society it may be the one thread that binds.  This edition is now available for Christmas 
gift-giving but to insure your copy get your order in soon.   -    Patricia Thayer Muno, author. 

Make checks out to Braintree Historical Society and note on check for Thayer Book Order.

Thayer Book Order Form:
Comprehensive Thayer Volume:

Cost per volume $55 plus $4 per book for mailing/handling

Number ordered: Cost:

Total cost enclosed:

Please add mailing/handling:

Volume III Descendants of Richard Thayer Immagrant  to  America  1641 (NEW)  

Volume II  Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer Immagrant to America 1660

Volume I  The Thayer- Families of Glouchestershire England 1500-1660
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               Braintree Historical Society

31 Tenney Rd.
Braintree, MA 02184-6512
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TFA Embroidered Sport Shirts Now Available! 
 

New fund raising project was announced during the Reunion 
held in Frankenmuth, MI in June. 

 
    TFA is currently offering embroidered sports 
shirts for sale as a fundraiser for the Association. 
    These are quality shirts, come in several colors 
and sizes, and each one is embroidered with the logo 
pictured on the right, and features blue letters and T, 
yellow shield, lamp, and oak leaves. Placement of 
logo is the left chest. 
    For every shirt sold, Thayer Families Association 
receives at least $2 towards the General Fund. All 
proceeds above cost & shipping go the TFA 
General Fund. 
    If you are wondering what the General Fund is used for, the reunions, the offset of the 
meals at the reunion dinners, previous reunions have had bus tour service, and of course 
the newsletter itself. 
    Order one for yourself and get one for a gift! 
Colors available are: Black, Athletic Gold, Burgundy, Ivory, Dark Green, Faded Olive, 
Stone, Navy*, Orange, Oxford, Purple*, Yellow, Forest, Faded Blue, White, and Red. 
* Embroidering company does not recommend these colors due to the logo colors 
 

COST EACH:  $35.00 
(includes shipping!) 

Unisex Size  Available 
XS, S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL 

 
Features include: Port Authority Brand shirts, 100% Cotton, 7 oz. Pique Knit, Garment 

Washed To Reduce Shrinkage, Double Needle Stitching. 
If you would like to place an order, please complete the following information and mail 
form and check to: Rodney Lee Thayer 

PSC 473 Box 1837       
FPO, AP  96349-1837 

 
Color:_________________  Size(s):______________  Quantity:_______ X $35 = ________(amount due) 
 
Name:_____________________________________ Email:__________________@_________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:___________________________________ State:___________________  Zip:_________________ 
 

Thank you for supporting TFA! 
Fall 2003 Insert 1 



Reunion 2004 - Survey 
 

The 14th Annual Meeting and Reunion will be held at Braintree, MA June 24th & 25th 2004. 
 
What we would like is input from our members in order to plan the meeting and reunion. Please take 
a few minutes to complete this form and mail to the TFA Secretary, Al Morton. Mail completed forms 
to: 

Thayer Families Association 
Reunion Planning 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 
Braintree, MA  02184 

 
Do you plan on attending the reunion in 2004? 
YES_____    NO_____ 
 
Are you interested in the Plimouth/Mayflower II tour on Friday? 
YES_____    NO_____ 
 
Are you interested in a short tour of the local area on Saturday morning? 
YES_____    NO_____ 
 
 
Please tell us what activities you would like to see or participate in, such as 
tours of the area, historical tours, cemetery tours, court house records room 
visit, etc. 
_____________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Please tell us what additional things would help you in considering attendance at 
the Reunion/Meeting in 2004? ___________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

 
Thank you for your response and taking time to complete this survey. We need to plan 

this well ahead of time in order to make it successful and enjoyable by all. 
 

 
Fall 2003 Insert 2 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, Madora Boyd: 

Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 

Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
Email: matboyd1924@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 

Email: HJThayer@aol.com  
 

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2003, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the 
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); 
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present; 
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or 
CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each 
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 346 
Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A 
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that 
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is 
available for $10 to the above address. 
 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the TFA 
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an 
attached file containing the article. Your articles and 
submissions may be edited (respectfully) for length and 
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics 
that are of general interest to members are encouraged, and 
articles written by the editor at your suggestion, or from 
material you provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for 
submission to the Winter Issue is Nov 25th. t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310 
BRAINTREE, MA  02184-4702 
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