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It�s a Small World 

Robert F. Thayer 
 

fter living in several different cities in 
Southern California for over 50 years, where 
I seldom knew but a few people in my 

immediate neighborhood, in 1983, we, (ie; myself, 
wife Alta, and son Robert, III) moved to northern 
Utah - to Bothwell, a small rural community with an 
area of about 4 square miles and about 500 people, 
none of whom we knew at that time. 
    Recently, a friend and neighbor, the husband of 
Brenda (nee - Nelson), was working on his wife�s 
genealogy. He tracked her Nelson family tree back 
to Johanes Wilihemus Tawier in England - circa 
1500. She is a descendant of Thomas Thayer - the 
immigrant to America in 1637. That fact made her a 
distant cousin of mine! Several other Nelson 
families also live in Bothwell - 3 Nelson families 
live across the street from us, and, therefore, are 
related to us! It is a small world, after all!  t 
 
 

TFA President 
Charles Russell Thayer 

 
harles Russell Thayer, born July 25, 1942 in 
Brockton MA to Arthur Gordon Thayer and 
Ann Rena (Hoxie) Thayer. I grew up in 

Randolph MA where I graduated from Randolph 
High School. After High School I entered the USAF 
and served in the 8th Air Force Band for four 
years. While in the Air Force I married Carol Jeanne 
(Nelson) Thayer and have been blessed with four 
children, Katrina Louise (Thayer) Gomes, Sheryl 
Catherine (Thayer) Haley, Charles Russell Thayer, 
Jr., and Tracy Jeanne (Thayer) Johansen. 
    I was called into the Christian ministry and 
graduated from Goddard College in Plainfield, VT 

with a B.S. degree and received a Master of Divinity 
degree from Bangor Theological Seminary. I have 
pastored churches in Lamoine, ME, Albany New 
York, Oxford New York, Marlborough 
Massachusetts, Hanover Massachusetts, and 
presently serve the Damariscotta Baptist Church in 
Damariscotta Maine. 
    I have been a member of TFA since 1995, where I 
served as Secretary until 2001. I then became Vice 
President and for the past two years have served on 
the Executive Board. 
    For recreation I enjoy playing the trombone and 
Baritone Horn, singing, golfing and gardening.  t 
 
 

New Civil War Veteran 
 

Oscar Mortimer THAYER, born 1840 of Preble 
County, Ohio. He was the son of George W. and 
Theodocia THAYER (lineage unknown). Oscar 
married Barbara Elizabeth MILONBERGER, and 
they were the parents of one know child, Theodocia. 
Matilda Thayer, born 1867 in Preble County, OH. 
Oscar died 16 Nov 1918 in Shasta County, 
California.  t 
 
 

Reunion Pictures Available! 
 

   Our Vice President, James Loren Thayer of 
Corydon, IN has informed me that he has posted 42 
pictures on the Internet from the June 2004 Reunion. 
The pictures are available at the following address: 
http://homepage.mac.com/jthayer13/PhotoAlbum28.
html  
    Jim also states he will help in identifying people 
in the pictures, all you need to do is send him an 
email.  
    Thanks Jim for this offer!  Editor  t 
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MINUTES 
Thayer Families Association Annual Meeting 

Thayer Academy, June 26, 2004 
 

    The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM by the 
president, Madora Thayer Boyd. 
    At the request of the President, and agreement by 
the Board, the chair was turned over to Chairman 
Pro-tem Russ Thayer. 
    The meeting opened with a prayer by Russ 
Thayer, and Russ asked for the names of Thayers 
that had passed since the previous meeting. A prayer 
followed this for the departed cousins. Names were 
then asked for births since the last meeting. 
 
Secretary�s report: 
    The minutes of the 2003 meeting were read and 
accepted. 
 
Treasurer�s report: 
    The Treasurer reported 2003-2004 income of 
$17,572, and expenses of $18,737, leaving a balance 
of $9,875 in the treasury, with funds received during 
the week yet to be deposited. 
    The auditing committee had reviewed the 
treasurer�s records at the Board meeting and found 
all records to be in order. The Treasurer�s report was 
accepted. 
 
Board meeting report: 
    The minutes of the Board meeting the previous 
evening were read. 
 

Thayer Families Association 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes, June 25, 2004 

 
    Meeting took place at Thayer Academy, 
Braintree, MA. 
    Meeting was called to order by the President, 
Madora Thayer Boyd at 6:05 PM in the Board Room 
at Thayer Academy. 
 
Present were: 
President, Madora Thayer Boyd; Vice President, 
James Loren Thayer; Secretary, Albert Thayer 
Morton; Treasurer, Judith L. Young Thayer; 
Directors: R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. and C. Russell 
Thayer. 
Absent were: 

Directors: Curtis Ross Thayer, Jeffrey Thayer, and 
Rodney Lee Thayer. 
 
    Albert Thayer Morton produced the proxy 
document given to him by Rodney Lee Thayer, 
Director. 
    A quorum being present, business began. The 
meeting was conducted by Chairman Pro-tem, C. 
Russell Thayer. 
    Garland Thayer was asked to speak concerning 
the plans of TFA holding it�s annual reunion in 
Abingdon, VA on July 29-30, 2005. Dates were 
finalized, as were anticipated costs, and activities. It 
was suggested that anyone planning on attending 
make their hotel reservations now. The Board voted 
to continue with plans to hold the reunion in that 
place, on those dates. 
    The minutes of the 2003 Board meeting were 
read, as well as the minutes of business conducted 
electronically since the last physical meeting. The 
minutes were approved. 
    The Treasurer�s report was given. The auditing 
committee reported that all the Treasurer�s records 
were in good order, all income and expenses 
properly documented, and accounted for. The 
Treasurer�s report was approved. 
    A budget was presented to the Board by the 
Treasurer for 2004-2005, and approved by a vote of 
the Board. 
    The Nominating Committee presented a slate of 
candidates, and the slate was accepted by the Board, 
and the committee�s suggestions will be presentation 
to the floor at the General Meeting for a vote by the 
membership. 
    A Bylaw Revision Committee was formed, and 
will review the bylaws for any necessary additions 
or corrections. Their report will be presented to the 
Board, and if accepted, will be published in the 
Thayer Quarterly verbatim, then presented to the 
membership for vote at the meeting in 2005. 
    It was discussed, and decided by the Board, to 
take no action concerning the TFA/BHS publishing 
fund, or the Private Mailing Box in Braintree at this 
time. Russ will contact BHS for a more thorough 
accounting of the money in the TFA/BHS publishing 
fund. 
    A tabled discussion of reducing the number of 
people on the executive board to 7 or 5 was brought 
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up, and the Board unanimously voted to reject the 
suggestion. 
    It was pointed out that the MOPPs need updating.  
    A committee will be formed to look in to holding 
the TFA annual reunion outside of Braintree more 
often than every 2 years. 
    It was decided to expand the possibilities of 
advertising TFA through more extensive use of 
Professional genealogical periodicals. 
    Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM. 
 
Submitted by, 
Albert Thayer Morton, Secretary 
Thayer Families Association 
 
The minutes were accepted. 
 
Nominating committee report: 
    The nominations were reported as follows: 

 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT,  
JUNE 26, 2004 

 
PRESIDENT  Charles Russell Thayer 
VICE PRESIDENT James Loren Thayer 
SECRETARY  Albert Thayer Morton 
TREASURER  Judith L. Young-Thayer 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Madora Thayer Boyd  2005 
Jeffery Lynn Thayer  2005 
R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. 2006 
Rodney Lee Thayer  2006 
Kate Kuzmich  2006 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
Madora Thayer Boyd 2005 
James Loren Thayer  2005  
Jerry Thayer   2005 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nominating Committee: R. Clinton Thayer, Jr., 
Judith L. Young-Thayer, Charles Russell Thayer 
 
Those in bold letters are to be voted on at the 2004 
meeting. The report of the nominating committee 
was accepted. 
 

Historian�s report: 
    In the absence of the Historian, Jerry Thayer 
delivered remarks. 
 
Editors report: 
    In the absence of the Editor, Russ delivered 
remarks. 
 
Membership report: 
    The membership Chairman reported that, as of the 
date of the meeting, TFA had 441 paid members, 
and 70 were family memberships.  There was a 
mailing list of 352 for the Thayer Quarterly, in both 
electronic form and written form. 
 
Publishing Committee report: 
    Brian Kolner spoke to the membership, and gave 
the following figures. 
 

THAYER PUBLISHING REPORT 
 Starting balance 5/03   23,008.57 
Purchase of 300 books 7/03  (4,953.00) 
Authors contract 1st two books (4,310.00) 
Purchase 150 Thayer books 3/04 (2,830.00) 
Interest                                                958.85 
Return to Fund (104 books sold)  2,080.00 
Estimated available balance       13,972.42 
Net balance w/ sale of remaining books 

6,920.00 $20,892.42 
  
Note: these numbers have not been audited (audited 
report will be sent when available) 
 
Budget Committee: 

$7415 income 
$7415 expenses 

    It was moved and seconded that the expenses be 
increased by $200 to use to promote TFA in various 
professional periodicals. This motion passed, thus 
the budget was changed to $7,415 income, and 
$7,415 expenses. The new report was accepted. 
 
Nominations for the Board of directors: 
    The chairman of the nominating committee, James 
Loren Thayer asked for additional nominations to 
those already put forth by the nominating committee. 
There being none, the Secretary was directed to cast 
a single affirmative vote, and the slate of candidates 
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put forth by the nominating committee was elected 
by the membership. 
 
Incoming President�s remarks: 
    The incoming president, C. Russell Thayer 
announced the following committees: 
 

THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION 
COMMITTEES, 2004-2005 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
Renna Thayer Shaver 
Madora Thayer Boyd 
 
AUDITING COMMITTEE: 
Albert Thayer Morton 
James Loren Thayer 
 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN: 
R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. 
 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
Garland Thayer 
Michelle Thayer 
 
BY-LAW REVIEW COMMITTEE: 
Jerry Thayer 
R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. 
 
HISTORIAN/GENEALOGIST: 
Patricia Muno 
Jerry Thayer 
 
EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Rodney Lee Thayer 
 
TFA PUBLISHING FUND REVIEW 
COMMITTEE: 
Judith Young-Thayer 
Kate Kuzmich 
Madora Thayer Boyd 
Kathy Carter 
 
    The incoming president spoke of a new focus ---A 
VISION --- to guide TFA, and asked for 
suggestions.  Several excellent suggestions were 
made, among them. 
    Support publishing of books that contain personal 
stories based on the Thayer genealogy. 

    Plan more fun activities at meetings, and share the 
fellowship. 
    Share our stories, and work on ways to attract 
more young people. 
    Develop a regional setup within the structure of 
the Association. 
    Develop an email communication setup for 
Association members. 
 
SPEAKERS 
    Garland Thayer spoke to the membership 
concerning the upcoming TFA Reunion to be held in 
Abingdon VA on July 29-30.   
    William Russell Thayer, Past President of TFA, 
spoke on the beginnings of TFA. 
    The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 PM 
 
Submitted by: 
Albert Thayer Morton, Secretary 
Thayer Families Association  t 

 
 

Obituary 
David A. Bower (1945-1986) 

 
    The following obituary has been sent in by 
Beverly Thayer (Bower) Colton and is Beverly�s 
brother. Beverly is a contributing writer to the 
newsletter and in her letter to me, she writes the 
following: 
    �He was so proud of being a Thayer, he asked our 
mother why she didn�t give him the middle name 
�Thayer� as she gave it to me. So shortly before he 
died, he started signing his name David Allen 
Thayer Bower.� 
 
WEYMOUTH - David A. Bower, 40, an MBTA bus 
driver and former librarian for the New York 
University Medical Center, died Sunday at 
Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston. 
    He was a former school librarian in St. Thomas, 
the Virgin Islands, and worked in the public libraries 
in Weymouth and Natick, and at Curry College in 
Milton. He was a bus driver and streetcar motorman 
for the MBTA for the past year. 
    Mr. Bower was a member of the Boston Carmen�s 
Union. 
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    He was a descendent of Pilgrims John Alden and 
Richard Warren and a member of the Alden Kindred 
of Duxbury. 
    Born in Weymouth, he lived in East Braintree and 
New York City before moving back to Weymouth a 
short while ago. 
    A 1963 graduate of Braintree High School, he 
attended Eastern Nazarene College and Rutgers 
University Graduate Library School. 
    He is survived by his parents, Wendell and 
Dorothy (Little) Bower of Weymouth, and two 
sisters, Beverly Colton of Scituate and Linda 
Balentine of Iowa. 
    The funeral service will be private. Burial will be 
in the Thayer Family lot in Mt. Wollaston Cemetery 
in Quincy. 
 
Editor�s note: Thanks Beverly for the touching letter 
and the obituary, I am sure if David were with us 
still, he would be very much involved in the 
association.  t 

 
 

Poem in honor of Sarah Thayer 
(1672-1751) 

 
    Beverly Thayer (Bower) Colton, Scituate MA, 
found the following information and poem while 
doing research at the Braintree Historical Society. 
She is doing further research on this and the result of 
her research should appear in an issue of the 
newsletter shortly. 
 
    �MR. EPHRAIM THAYER, m. SARAH BASS, 
dau. of John and Ruth (Alden) Bass. He was a son of 
Shadrach and Deliverance Thayer of Braintree, 
Mass. 
    �He was b. Nov. 17, 1669; m. Jan. 7, 1692; d. 
June 15, 1757. 
    �She was b. Dec. 11, 1672; d. Aug. 19, 1751. 
    �They had fourteen children.� 
 
    �This couple were blessed with a numerous family 
of children remarkable for their piety. On one 
communion occasion they enjoyed the singular 
felicity of presenting themselves, with the fourteen 
children God had so graciously given them, at the 
table of our Lord to receive the emblems of His 
redeeming Love. A similar instance has seldom been 

found in the annals of the Christian Church.� --
Alden�s Collection 
 
MRS. SARAH THAYER 
 
Verses on the death of Mrs. Sarah Thayer, written in 
the year 1751, by Edward Chesman, Braintree, 
Mass.: 
 
�Good people all, I pray attend 
To what I�ve got to say, 
Concerning one that�s dead and gone, 
    Death summoned her away. 
An ancient handmaid of the Lord, 
    The wife of EPHRAIM THAYER, 
Who lately from us has deceased, 
    Her praise I will declare. 
This person now, of whom I write, 
    Is worthy of our praise; 
With God she walked, in Christ she died, -- 
    She sprang from goodly race. 
Her grandfather, he was a man 
    Who did the truth reveal; 
And to defend Christ�s Kingdom great 
    He burned with holy zeal. 
Like holy Abraham of old, 
    Left land and kindred all. 
And, wandering up and down, he went 
    Wherever God did call. 
From old England he did come o�er 
    Where heathen did possess, 
For to enjoy religion pure, 
    And God this man did bless, 
And made him once a ruler here, -- 
    Let�s not forget his fame, 
He lived above the age of man, 
    JOHN ALDEN was his name; 
Her other grandfather elder was 
    In Braintree church of old; 
He lived an holy, honest. life, -- 
    To his praise let it be told. 
Also her father was a man 
    Who lived to good estate; 
He lived an honest, holy life, 
    And died a hopeful saint. 
She wedded was in youthful days 
    To MR. EPHRAIM THAYER; 
He lived a good religious life, 
    This truth I can declare; 
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They lovingly together lived, 
    And never did provoke, 
But, like two lambs, they did agree, 
    And both pulled in one yoke. 
The time she lived a married life 
    Was fifty-nine years and more; 
The whole time of her pilgrimage 
    Lacked some months of four-score. 
Also, she was a fruitful vine --  
    The truth I may relate: 
Fourteen were of her body born 
    And lived to man�s estate; 
From these did spring a numerous race -- 
    One hundred thirty-two, -- 
Sixty-and-six, each sex alike, 
    As I declare to you. 
And many of them went to war 
    The enemy to suppress, 
And all returned safe home again;  
    The Lord this race did bless. 
And one thing more remarkable, 
    Which here I shall record: 
She�d fourteen children with her 
    At the table of the Lord. 
Now the time comes that she must die, 
    God calls His handmaid home; 
She obeys His voice most cheerfully, 
    Saying, �Blessed Lord, I come.� 
Then sending for her children all 
    And counsel�d them aright 
For to obey Jehovah�s call 
    And serve the Lord of might. 
And having ended thus her work, 
    Her breath she did resign: 
Into Thy hands I do commend 
    This spirit, Lord, of mine. 
Her weeping friends stood round her bed, 
    Closed up her eyes of clay, 
Then for her funeral did prepare; 
    In dust they did her lay. 
Could you have seen the numerous race 
    That did for her lament, 
In number more than Jacob had 
    When down to Egypt went. 
Good people all, both far and near, 
    Count it a heavy frown 
When God sends His messenger, Death, 
    To cut the righteous down. 
The nineteenth of August she did die, -- 

    Seventeen hundred fifty-one; 
Her body here in dust doth lie, 
    Her soul to rest hath gone. 
Good people all, attend the call 
    In her decease of late, 
And walk with God as she hath done, 
    And he will bless your state�  t 
 
 

TFA Directors & Officers 
Elected June 26, 2004 

 
C. Russell Thayer - President 2004-2005 

PO Box 83; New Harbor, ME  04554-0083 
15 Highland Park Road; Pemiquid, ME  04558 
Phone: 207-677-2598 (h) 
Phone: 207-563-3587 (w) 
Cell: 207-380-3587 
Fax: 207-677-2598 (press *53 when message starts) 
Email: crt42@tidewater.net 
Alt email: dbc@midcoast.com 
 
James Loren Thayer - Vice President 2004-2005 

1060 Smith Hill Rd SE; Corydon, IN  47112-5364 
Phone: 812-738-1481 
Fax: 812-738-7516 
Email: Jthayer@ipapilot.org 
    

Albert Thayer Morton - Secretary 2004-2005 
115 Willow Pond Way; Penfield, NY  14526-2621 
Phone: 585-377-4174 
Fax: 585-388-1364 
Cell: 716-733-7410 
Email: ThayerATM@aol.com 
 

Judith L. Young Thayer - Treasurer 2004-2005 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.; Hampton, VA  23669-1531 
Phone: 757-851-5139 
Cell: 757-810-1395 
Email: JLYThayer@aol.com 
 

Rodney Lee Thayer Director - 2004-2006 
PSC 473 Box 1837; FPO, AP  96349-1837 
2407S Little Harbor Rd, Manistique, MI 49854-8952 
Phone: 011-81-46-816-3280 
Fax: 011-81-46-816-8929 
Email: thayer@genealogist.net 
  

R. Clinton Thayer, Jr. - Director 2004-2006 
27 Beechwood Dr.; Waterford, CT  06385-1212 

mailto:crt42@tidewater.net
mailto:dbc@midcoast.com
mailto:jthayer@ipapilot.org
mailto:thayeratm@aol.com
mailto:jlythayer@aol.com
mailto:thayer@genealogist.net
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Phone: 860-443-1178 
Cell: 860-861-0732 
Cell: 860-460-3325 (Connie) 
Email: ClntThayer@aol.com 
 

Madora Thayer Boyd - Director 2004-2005 
P.O. Box 745; Rochester, WA  98579-0745 
18531 Forstrom Road S.W.; Rochester, WA  98579-
9330 
Phone: 360-273-5779 
Fax: 360-273-6272 
Cell: 360-790-3062 
Email: matboyd1924@aol.com 
 

Kate Welton Kuzmich - Director 2004-2006 
306 Fox Briar Lane; Sugar Land, TX  77478-3715 
Phone: 281-242-9860 
Cell: 713-398-8232 
Email: kwelkuz@earthlink.net 
 

Jeffery Lynn Thayer - Director 2003-2005 
2407S Little Harbor Rd, Manistique, MI 49854-8952 
Phone: 906-341-6893 
Cell: 219-789-5716 
Fax: 906-341-6893 
Email: ozaawaagosh@uplogon.com 
 
Thayer Families Association official business 
mailing address: 

 
346 Washington Street PMB # 310 
Braintree, MA  02184-4702 

 
Please use this address for contacting any of the 
Directors / Officers listed for any TFA related 
matters. t 
 

 
Plimouth Plantation. Photo courtesy Jim Thayer. 

Travel Journal of Janet Blickle 
 
    Sept. 28, 2003 - Today is Sunday. Bruce and I left 
for California tonight at about 8:30. Bruce drove as 
far as he could and then we stopped to get some 
sleep. 
    Sept. 29 - We continued our journey south this 
morning. The first stop for our research was at the 
Live Oak cemetery where we know Fergus and 
Kittie Wall Thayer are buried. (Twins Fergus & 
Flora were born in Marionette, Wis. Flora and her 
husband lived in and are buried in Menominee, 
Michigan.) The two men working at the cemetery 
took us to the graves of Fergus and Kittie and also to 
the grave of Lillian Wall Thayer. They told us that 
Lillian�s husband, Ralph Thayer lives a short 
distance from the cemetery and that he goes there 
almost every day. We got Ralph�s address and phone 
number from the men. After taking pictures of the 
graves we drove over to Ralph�s house but he was 
not home. We decided to go on to Oroville to the 
cemetery, library and courthouse and then go back to 
hopefully visit with Ralph on our way back 
tomorrow. We stopped for lunch and then headed 
north to Oroville. We stopped first at the cemetery 
and talked with the woman at the desk. The Butte 
County courthouse is in Oroville so we went there 
next. We also found someone we were not expecting 
to find; Kellogg Austin Thayer of Paradise, CA. The 
name Austin is in quite a few family member names. 
    Sept. 30 - The woman at the Butte County 
courthouse told us of a small cemetery in a place 
called Oregon City, CA and another one in Stirling 
City. We didn�t know of any Thayer�s buried in 
Oregon City but we decided to take a chance and 
drive up and take a look. What we didn�t know was 
that the road was uphill, narrow, and had sharp blind 
curves with no guardrails and drop offs all the way 
to the top of the hill. After driving for along time on 
this awful and very scary road we finally found the 
turn off to the cemetery. When we arrived at Oregon 
City all we saw was an old one-room schoolhouse 
that is used for church services on Sunday now. We 
stopped and took a picture of the building and the 
plaque. A short distance up the road is the 
cemetery. It has maybe thirty graves so Bruce and I 
looked at all the graves and to our disappointment 
found no Thayer�s. It was a longer trip than we 
wanted to make to find nothing but it we hadn�t gone 

mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:matboyd1924@aol.com
mailto:kwelkuz@earthlink.net
mailto:ozaawaagosh@uplogon.com
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we would have always wondered what we might 
have missed. We then had to go back down the same 
narrow winding road to get back to the bottom. Once 
we got to the bottom of the hill we drove to Stirling 
City. We wanted to use the library there to check our 
email and also go to the museum next door. Both 
were closed and had a sign on the doors saying that 
the volunteers that run to library and museum are not 
available at this time. We asked someone where the 
Stirling City cemetery is and went there to check out 
headstones. We started going up and down the rows 
and to our surprise we found the gravestones of 
Daniel Dan and Anna Ella Thayer. We have no idea 
who these two people are so when we get home we 
will try and find out who they are and graft them 
into our family tree if we find that they belong there. 
It was late in the afternoon when we finished at 
Stirling City and wanted to go back to Live Oak and 
meet Ralph. On the way back down the highway we 
drove past the Happy Day Chinese restaurant and 
turned around and went back there to eat supper. It 
wasn�t too late by the time we got back to Live Oak 
so we called Ralph. He was happy to have us come 
for a visit. After talking for a while Ralph wanted us 
to go back to the cemetery with him before it got 
dark and see all the relative�s graves that are 
there. His wife Lillian�s parents, Ezra and Agnes 
Wall are buried there as well. He showed us other 
graves of his wife�s relatives and we took pictures of 
them all. Ralph told us that to be buried in the Live 
Oak cemetery you had to have family all ready there 
or own property in Live Oak. We had a wonderful 
visit with Ralph but it was soon time to leave and 
head further south. 
    Oct. 1 - First thing this morning we went to the 
library in Oroville to check our email and look 
through old newspapers on microfilm for birth, death 
& marriage announcements. We then drove to Yuba 
City for gathering information from the library and 
courthouse. As our journey continued south we 
stopped in Roseville and had lunch at one of our 
favorite restaurants, The Claim Jumper. We traveled 
on to Valencia. We arrived on time for breakfast and 
stopped and ate at the Marie Calendars 
restaurant. We called my 3rd cousin once removed 
Allen �Dale� Thayer for directions to his house and 
after breakfast we drove over there. Dale and his 
wife Patricia live close to the Magic Mountain 
Amusement park in Valencia. We had a wonderful 

visit with Dale and Patricia and even got to meet 
their daughter Robin and her family. We stayed up 
past midnight talking. It was so much fun. 
    Oct 3 - After breakfast it was time to go but we 
made sure to get a picture of Dale�s family before 
we left. From Valencia we went further south to 
Upland and visited with Rachel Thayer the wife of 
Alvin my 2nd cousin twice removed. We had a great 
time with her. She showed us pictures of her 
family. We got a picture of Rachel before going out 
to lunch with her and then saying good-bye and 
heading further south. From Upland we went to 
National City south of San Diego to visit a long time 
friend. 
    Oct 4 - While in National City we took sometime 
off from family research and drove around where we 
used to live in Chula Vista while Bruce was a 
chaplain in the Navy and stationed in San Diego. We 
also drove around San Diego and saw all the changes 
that have been made since we were there in the mid 
1980�s. I wanted to go shopping at Seaport Village 
so we walked around there for a while today. I 
especially wanted to visit the Lefties Shop. Bruce 
and I are both left handed as well as both of our 
children and our daughter-in-law. I was hoping to 
pick up some unusual things for us. The shop was a 
lot smaller than I remembered and there was nothing 
so unusual we couldn�t do with out so we didn�t get 
anything. We went to another shop and bought 
postcards to send home to our family in Oregon. 
    Oct 5 - Today we took some time to go to 
Coronado. We drove over the Coronado bridge, we 
were happy to see they no longer charge a toll to 
cross. We drove through town to the Hotel Del 
Coronado and decided to see what it looks like on 
the inside. I had never been on the inside. We didn�t 
spend the night there. It is way too expensive. It is 
gorgeous. We then walked down to the beach. I told 
Bruce before we even left home that I didn�t want to 
drive all the way to San Diego and not spend some 
time at the beach. After a nice relaxing time in 
Coronado it was time to head north toward Hanford 
and Visalia. 
    Oct. 6 - We arrived in Hanford just about the time 
the city library opened so we stopped there first to 
check our email and newspapers on microfilm for 
birth, death, and marriage records. We found all 
three of various family members. We new we would 
because this is where my dad was born and grew 
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up. We then went to Uncle Keith and Aunt Bette�s 
house.(My dad�s younger brother and sister-in-
law.) During our visit, Aunt Bette brought our 
picture album that she wrote to me about earlier in 
the month. The album is full of pictures of the 
Robertson family. Robertson is the maiden name of 
my dad�s mom. The pictures were all taken in 
Virginia. There are a few with names on the back but 
some did not. Aunt Bette loaned them to us to take 
to the Copy Connection to make copies so we could 
have them. We then called my 3rd cousin once 
removed David and his wife Bette Thayer in Visalia 
to let them know we had arrived in the area and 
made plans to meet them at a restaurant in 
Visalia. David called his dad who lives over at the 
coast and made arrangements for him, Henry 
Thayer, to meet us tomorrow to drive us around to 
see where my dad and the other family members 
grew up. 
    Oct. 7 - We met Henry at Ralph�s restaurant in 
Hanford at noon for lunch. We then left our car by 
the restaurant and rode with Henry as we drove all 
around the area. We went around Hanford where he 
lived around the corner from where dad and Uncle 
Keith lived. We went to the Hanford cemetery and 
took pictures of the headstones there. The Hanford 
Cemetery is on both sides of the road. The old 
cemetery is where most of our family graves 
are. Henry then drove us out in the country where he 
showed us a lot of the property where Thayer 
ranches used to be. We drove by the spot where the 
Dallas school was that he attended as a boy. The 
school has been torn down and now there is a church 
on that spot that was partially built of bricks from 
the old school house. We drove past the old gas 
station that his dad Henry Sheldon Thayer used to 
own and the shack behind it. The shack was the only 
one left of six that was where migrant workers 
lived. At the end of a wonderful drive we went back 
to where we left our car and had a cold drink at the 
restaurant. We were invited for a home cooked meal 
at David�s tonight so we went to his house in 
Visalia. After dinner David suggested that we get 
together again soon and he was going to invite other 
family members that we hadn�t had the opportunity 
to meet yet. What a wonderful day we had and so 
many pictures to take back with us. A true story that 
Henry told us is one I will remember for along 
time. It is about the Mussel Slough incident of 

1866. It is all about the railroad and the trouble it 
caused and two men who�s last names are Clark and 
Sondag. Henry said to me that he just has to drive up 
to Oregon and see my dad and mom. When he does 
he and dad could stay up all night for a week talking 
about old times. 
    Oct. 8 - We took our pictures to the 
Hanford WalMart to get them developed. We 
wanted to be sure they all turned out before we left 
for home and could not retake them. They all turned 
out fine. When we talked with David he said that 
plans have been made to meet tomorrow at 6:00 at 
their favorite Mexican restaurant in Visalia. Today 
Bruce and I spent the day at courthouses, cemeteries, 
and libraries in the area.  One town we did not go 
with Henry yesterday was Corcoran. Found the 
graves of Llewelyn and Eva Thayer at the Corcoran 
cemetery. Llewelyn was Dale & Marvin�s older 
brother.   
    Oct 9 - This morning we went to the local 
newspaper office the Hanford Sentinel, to see if we 
could get my 1st cousin once removed Doris 
Robertson Polley�s address or phone number. We 
were hoping that during our visit she could tell us 
who the pictures are of from the Robertson pictures 
Aunt Bette and Uncle Keith gave us to copy. We 
were not able to go by and see Doris so I plan to 
write a letter when we get home because I have a 
few important questions to ask her. We met the 
family as planned at the restaurant in Visalia. I 
expected five or six of us to show up but in all there 
were 14. I was thrilled to see so many. I had the 
waiter take a picture of all of us. I took candid shots 
of everyone during dinner. Everyone stayed till 
about 8:00-8:30. When everyone else left, Marvin & 
Donna stayed and talked with us outside the 
restaurant for almost an hour. That seems to be one 
of the Thayer traits; to say good-bye and then hang 
around talking for quite awhile longer. I know we 
will remember this night and talk about it often for a 
long time. We new it was about time to head home 
so after dinner we did just that. We headed north 
toward home. 
    Oct. 10 - On the way home we made one last stop 
in Orland. At the courthouse and public library of 
Orland in Glenn County CA. When we reached the 
Oregon border we called my mom & dad Cal and 
Betty Thayer and our son & daughter-in-law Jeff & 
Shanna to let them know we were on our way 



10 

home. We arrived home about 10:30 p.m. It is good 
to be home but Bruce and I agree that we could have 
used another week in Calif. 
    Oct. 13 - Back to work today. It is good to have a 
job to come back to. 
 
    I could hardly wait to get home to look on the 
computer for the Mussel Slough tragedy that Henry 
Thayer told us about. I found it. It is quite a 
story. My mom told me she thinks one of Doris 
Robertson�s (my dad�s first cousin) family members 
(not a Thayer) was killed. I have written to Doris to 
ask her about it. Henry told us that William Henry 
Thayer had great animosity toward the railroad and 
took in the two bandits Sontag and Evans to hide 
them from the men looking for them. -Janet Blickle 
t 

 
 

A Century of Friends 
Location and mission have changed, but 

Quaker house still operating 
by Sue Scheible, The Patriot Ledger 

 
he setting is spectacular, with views of 
Hingham Bay, Boston Harbor and the 
Boston skyline. The red brick Georgian-style 

mansion has Italian marble fireplaces and carved 
woodwork. The landscaped grounds boast a rose 
garden, a huge copper beech tree, and stone 
peacocks and pheasants from the 1935 San Francisco 
World�s Fair. There are even some real wild turkeys. 
    People often pass by the New England Friends 
Home on their way up Turkey Hill Lane to Weir 
Farm. On June 8, the public is invited to drop in 
between 1 and 4 p.m. for a celebration marking the 
home�s 100th year of service. 
    Visitors will be able to go on tours of the home 
and explore the grounds and the neighboring farm, 
which is maintained by the Trustees of Reservations. 
They also will have a chance to chat with the home�s 
18 elderly residents. 
 

Quaker house getting set to mark 100th year 
 
    Music will be provided by pianist Tom Boyer of 
the South Shore Conservatory of Music, and 
refreshments will be available. 

    �I don�t think you could find another place like 
this� said Carmela �Kay� DiNunno, 80, a resident 
for three years. 
    The non-profit home is operated by the New 
England Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends, better know as Quakers. It is open to men 
and women of all faiths. 
    The Society of Friends has maintained a residence 
for seniors at the location since 1962, after Hingham 
resident Polly Thayer Starr donated her family�s 
summer home, which was known as Thayer House. 
The house was renovated before the society began 
using it as a group residence. 
    In October 1998, after $300,000 was raised, the 
house was renovated again, and expanded, at a cost 
of $800,000. It then became an assisted-living 
residence certified by the state Office of Elder 
Affairs. 
    There are 18 units; couples are welcome. For a 
monthly fee of $2,200 to $2,900, residents get a 
studio apartment with private shower, three meals a 
day, transportation, housekeeping and laundry 
services, medication supervision, activities in the 
home and the community, and day trips. Members of 
a trained staff are present 24 hours a day. 
    Although residents may need assistance with 
things such as bathing or medications, they are 
expected to be healthy and independent in most 
ways. 
    The home�s mission statement describes �a home-
like setting and a congenial family atmosphere that 
embodies the principles of simplicity, peace, 
community and equality.� 
    Smoking and alcohol use are not allowed, per 
Quaker principle. 
    �I came reluctantly, because I did not want to 
leave my lovely apartment in Needham, but when I 
saw this, I was pleasantly surprised,� said Dorothy 
Glacken, 88, a retired Newton school secretary. 
    Glacken moved a year ago at the urging of her 
daughter. It took her a while to adjust, but she enjoys 
the group activities and the fact that she still has 
privacy. 
    �The meals are good, the people are most 
cooperative and very compassionate if anyone is ill, 
and we have a chance to go out in the car,� she said. 
�The wonderful part is you can retire to your room 
and it�s yours.� 

T
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    DiNunno signed on in her late 70s because she 
was anticipating her later years. 
    �I don�t need assistance, but I wanted a home,� 
she said. 
    She praised the home�s �healthy menu,� which 
still allows for homemade desserts, and said she 
especially enjoyed the arts and crafts and the 
concerts. 
    The Friends Home has been supported by various 
endowments from Quaker sources, and admissions 
preference is given to Quakers. The lone Quaker 
resident now is an accomplished woodworker and 
designer, 89-year-old Mary �Molly� Gregory, who 
taught at Black Mountain College in North Carolina 
and at Concord Academy, and had a woodworking 
shop in Vermont and then in Lexington. 
    Gregory is a former board member and chairman 
of the home. She keeps herself busy with quilting 
and other projects - she designed a framed garden 
bed for a new herb garden to be planted this summer 
- and she enjoys the group activities, such as the 
concerts and playing Scrabble. She attends the 
Sunday Quaker meeting and worship service of the 
Society of Friends on the ground floor. 
    Director Gretchen Condon, a Hingham resident 
and a non-Quaker, has years of experience in senior 
services and housing. She was director of the 
Hingham Housing Authority and Hingham�s Thaxter 
Park senior housing. 
    She said the Friends Home �is a real asset to the 
community and provides affordable assisted living 
for people in the area.� 
    The original residence was in Amesbury, but after 
55 years, that large house needed costly repairs and 
the Society of Friends moved the operation to 
Hingham when Starr donated her home. 
    The New England Friends Home, created by an 
endowment in 1886 as a �home to unmarried women 
friends who devoted most of their life to teaching,� 
opened in 1904. 
    Men have been accepted for years. Currently, two 
of the home�s 18 residents are men. 
    Aboard of Quakers oversees the home�s business 
and planning. There also is a dedicated group of 
community volunteers, including Carol Ertman and 
Carol Sullivan, who lead the Friends of the Friends 
group. The Friends arrange community activities and 
do fund raising. 

    The home is a member of the Massachusetts 
Assisted-Living Facilities Association. 
    For more information, contact Condon by mail at 
86 Turkey Hill Lane, Hingham 02043; by telephone 
at 781-749-3556; or by E-mail at:  
nefh@worldnet.att.net For web site information, go 
to www.niassalfa.org/sboston/new.html  
    Sue Scheible may be reached at sscheible@ledger 
corn.  
 
Reprinted with permission of The Patriot Ledger. 
Article was written by Sue Scheible, and originally 
appeared in the Thursday, May 29, 2003 edition of 
The Patriot Ledger. 
 
Editor�s note: In the newspaper article, there are 
several photo�s accompanying this article, one photo 
in particular is of a portrait of Ethel Randolph 
Thayer, and the caption states she was the original 
resident of the mansion. If you have any additional 
information on this person, please contact our 
Assistant Genealogist, Jerry Thayer, at the address 
on the back page.  t 
 
 

Another Immigrant? 
Jerry Thayer 

 
    Some time ago, Madora Allin Thayer Boyd, 
President of TFA, found an item on page 75 of the 
�History of the Doggett/Daggett Family� published 
in 1894 which read: �The first notice that we find of 
him in Rehoboth is: �The 9th of the 12th mo., 1646, 
at a meeting of the townsman, John Doggett and 
others were made choice of �to view the fences of 
the town lots.� The same day it was agreed that 
Edward Sale, John Doggett, Wiliam Sabin, John 
Peram, and William Thayer shall have leave to set 
up a �weier� upon the cove before William Devill�s 
house, and on upon the Pawtucket River.� 
    At that time I could not think of any William 
Thayer, who was an adult, associated with known 
Thayer immigrant families. I did a search of all of 
the Thayers in my records, who were born before 
1630, and found only four. The only real possibility 
was William Thayer baptized 5 May 1605 in 
Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England. Right there 
things began clicking and plausible answers began to 
form. 

mailto:nefh@worldnett.att.net
www.niassalfa.org/sboston/new.html
mailto:sscheilble@ledger.com
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    William Thayer, baptized 5 May 1605 in 
Thornbury, married 19 Jan 1625/26 in Thornbury to 
Mary Kellaway/Callaway. The couple had 9 children 
between 1626 and 1644. The last of their children 
recorded in Thornbury was Gabriel Thayer baptized 
22 Apr 1644. I could find no further mention of 
William or his family in Thornbury information. Of 
his 9 children 5 have burial dates in Thornbury prior 
to 1643. The children without burial dates are Marie 
baptized 16 Sep 1632, Elizabeth baptized 12 Apr 
1635, Gabriel as above and Nathaniel baptized 10 
May 1640. Nathaniel was in Massachusetts prior to 
1660 and settled in Taunton, which is adjacent to the 
Town of Rehoboth. If the William Thayer, of 
Rehoboth in 1646, is, in fact, the William of 
Thornbury it would solve a long standing question as 
to how Nathaniel came to America. 
    Since 19th century genealogies often contain 
errors I stopped at the Town of Rehoboth last 
summer to try to determine the validity of the record 
and to see if other records referring to this William 
Thayer existed. At the Rehoboth Town Hall I found 
court records from 1636 when Rehoboth was called 
Seekonk (name changed in 1645). The Town 
meeting records at the Town Hall only started in 
1670. I questioned the Town Clerk and she was 
unaware of where the earlier records might be. My 
time was limited so I found the Town Historian. He 
was not aware of the existence of Town records 
before 1670 other than the �Proprietor�s 
Records� and his index of them showed no 
William Thayer that early. We then 
checked the �Massachusetts Records� by 
Richard LeBaron Bowen, published in 
1957 in Rehoboth. This volume reported 
the same agreement of the Townsmen of 
Rehoboth to allow the group, including 
William Thayer, to establish a weir 
providing that they �hinder not either 
English nor Indians from fishing at the 
Falls at either place.� 
    This last phrase places the site exactly 
near the Falls of the Pawtucket River, now 
in Rhode Island. Due to lack of time I 
could do no further work on this last 
summer and hope to have time to follow 
up in the future. It makes sense that William Thayer, 
who was a brother to the immigrants Thomas and 
Richard, might follow his brothers to the New 

World. It would explain Nathaniel�s presence before 
he was 21 and it is even possible that he and Mary 
were the parents of Benjamin Tayer who died in 
1716 in Newport RI. Some of his descendants also 
changed their name to the Thayer spelling. 
    Regardless, this is an interesting situation for 
those of us involved in Thayer Family history and 
requires more work and research before we can 
accurately identify this William Thayer. 
 
Jerry Thayer, Hampton VA  t 
 
 

From the TFA eMail Bag 
 
Received by Jerry Thayer via email 01 Nov 2003: 
    Thank you for publishing the report of the attack 
on the Downes while in dry dock on Dec. 7 written 
by my uncle W. R. Thayer [Fall 2003]. Bill and my 
father, Rufus, were both Naval Academy graduates 
in the early 20s and had distinguished Naval careers. 
Bill's daughter, Dorothy Dempsey Mooromsky, lives 
in San Francisco. She would be delighted to provide 
more particulars about her father and family  
history.  

 
R. G. Thayer Jr. 

 
Received via email on 06 Nov 2003: 

    I am attaching a picture taken about 1900 at the 
X- Ranch (X Bar Ranch) in Eddy County, New 
Mexico just west of Carlsbad. The picture (left to 
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right) is of John Dearborne, Ralph Thayer (the boy) 
and Walter Edward Thayer. It was taken in the apple 
orchard of Walter Thayer's ranch. I have eaten 
apples from this orchard and believe they were the 
best apples I have ever had. Notice how heavy the 
branches are loaded. 
    I found this picture in my mother's (Julia Thayer 
Adams) things and thought you would like to have a 
copy.  
  Bill Adams 
 
Received by Jerry Thayer / Lee Thayer via email 05 
May 2004: 
    I thought that you might be interested in getting a 
copy of the ranch house of Walter Edward Thayer. 

This copy recently came to me from a photo owned 
by my Brother, Don. This ranch is in the 
Guadeloupe Mountains of southern New Mexico. As 
a little boy I was at this house. There was a little 
irrigation ditch that ran along side the trees on the 
left side of the house and then through the barn to 
water the animals before emptying into the orchard 
to water the trees. The source of the water was a 
natural spring that ran all the time. My mother, Julia, 
told me that during the summer they would put fresh 
cut water melons in the ditch to be cooled by the 
water. Thought you would like to get this� 
    The picture is a photo of a painting done by 
Florence Thayer Seay. The house is no more since 
the present owners replaced it with a new house... 
 

Bill Adams 
 

Are Libraries and Courthouses 
Passe�? 

by Betty Jo Stockton 
 
    This week I had a shock. A young woman came 
into the Family History Center asking for help.  She 
had traced her ancestors back to Flanders in the early 
1600s, but was stuck there. I asked what she�d been 
able to find in the library. She answered, �Oh, I 
don�t use libraries � all my research has been on the 
Internet and telephone.� For us �old-timers�, this is 
almost sacrilege � that�s just not how it is done! 
    I remember my first research trip � to the Library 
of Congress. I�d heard the Stocktons were famous 
(Richard Stockton signed the Declaration of 
Independence, but, alas, he�s not in our direct line.)  
That was 30+ years ago � before computers, 
photocopy machines and open stacks. I look at my 
notebooks from that time and marvel at the patience 
I must have had.  What a contrast!  
    Genealogical research methods have most 
definitely changed. Inexpensive long distance rates 
make phoning practical; a phone call can save weeks 
of anxious waiting. Phone directories on CDs and 
on-line make it easy to find long-lost cousins. The 
Internet offers a wealth of information � from all 
over the world. Contacts made on-line can often do 
your �walking� for you.  
    Wonderful as the new technology is, nothing will 
ever replace the use of original sources. Some sites 
are placing digital images of original documents on-
line. The National Archives, Library of Congress 
and Bureau of Land Management each have data 
posted. That's great, if your records are there.  
    Other sites - such as the LDS Family Search site - 
have a wealth of information. The Ellis Island and 
Civil War Soldiers on-line databases are nearly 
complete. Many genealogical and historical societies 
have posted great information. The possibilities are 
mind-boggling.  
    But there is also a wealth of undocumented and 
misinformation on-line. Folks have rushed to get 
their data on the Web; few have listed sources. You 
seldom know what information is accurate or where 
it came from.  
    So let�s enjoy, encourage and utilize all this new 
technology but remember that the basic tenets of 
good research remain the same, no matter what the 
source. Thorough research and complete citations 
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are still the rule � no matter how we locate the 
information.  
    And remember...that information doesn�t get on-
line by itself.  It will take the efforts of many folks to 
keep the information coming. We in the genealogical 
community need to continue to do our part to 
preserve those original records � in print, on-line and 
in whatever format the future brings.  
[written by Betty Jo Stockton, Editor; Treasure 
Chest News, the monthly newsletter of the Central 
FL Genealogical Society, March 1999.  Used with 
permission]  t 

 
 

Arlington National Cemetery 
Interments 

by William B. Thayer 
 

 had always wondered how many Thayers were 
interred in Arlington National Cemetery. Now 
one way to find out is to walk the cemetery 

going from gravesite to gravesite and recording the 
information appearing on the headstones. In the case 
of Arlington National Cemetery, that is not much of 
an option since it contains more than 200,000 
deceased persons. Knowing that it takes a large 
portion of the Army�s 3rd Infantry Regiment (The 
Old Guard) to place a flag on each grave on 
Memorial Day, opting for this walking alternative 
could easily become a career and last the remainder 
of one�s life. And there are multiple burials and 
inurnments at Arlington every single workday. On 
the other hand, the physical exercise inherent in 
walking through Arlington would be beneficial and 
the cemetery grounds and monuments are 
breathtaking.  
 
    There are barriers and rules that govern access to 
Arlington National Cemetery and these have become 
very much enforced since the September 11th 
terrorist attacks in 2001. One just can�t drive into 
Arlington National Cemetery and be free to walk 
around anytime and anywhere. Special permanent 
passes are issued to the nearest next of kin of people 
interred at Arlington. These passes are displayed 
under the windshields of vehicles and allow these 
visitors to drive into and around the cemetery. There 
are essentially only two entrances to the cemetery 
and both are guarded. One is the main entrance near 

the Iwo Jima memorial. The other is through Fort 
Myer near the Old Post Chapel. Getting on to the 
grounds of Fort Myer is in itself a challenge. The 
Military Police require photo identification and 
issuance of a temporary pass to the base for 
automobiles not bearing the military issued decals.  
 
    Surmising that a great deal of information has 
been converted to electronic, including digital form, 
I wrote a letter to the Superintendent of Arlington 
National Cemetery a couple of months ago. The 
letter was prefaced by its purpose: to obtain the 
names or a listing of those persons interred at 
Arlington who bore the surname Thayer. I didn�t 
hear anything from the administration section at 
Arlington until November 2003. What I received 
was not a listing or an automated run of names, but 
photocopies of the actual Record of 
Interment/Inurnment.  
 
    What follows this is a listing of Thayers and 
extracted information from the documents provided 
by Arlington National Cemetery. I cannot vouch for 
the accuracy and completeness of the extracted 
information. Over time, the records began with a 
minimal amount of information and gradually 
increased the amount of information. In addition, 
there is always the possibility of clerical error or 
misinterpretation of data. Knowing that the Privacy 
Act does not apply to the deceased, I do understand 
why the addresses of the next of kin were redacted 
on the forms. That information is protected and falls 
within the scope of the Privacy Act.  
 
    This list is only comprised of those who bore the 
family name of Thayer at the time of their deaths. It 
does not contain the names, for example, of those 
who were born with the name of Thayer, but later 
changed it due to marriage or court order. In 
checking a couple of names against the Social 
Security Death Index, I detected some differences 
between what appears on the Arlington records and 
what appears on the SSDI, namely a couple of days 
difference in the date of death. This list contains the 
information provided by the Arlington records, and 
no attempt has been made toward verification, 
correction or amendment. It should also be noted 
that the information is derived from the records, not 

I
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necessarily what appears on the headstones. No 
effort at such a comparison has been made. 
 
    Since my father�s name appears on this list, I have 
a small degree of familiarity with interments at 
Arlington and these change periodically largely due 
to limits on space. What I am discussing here applies 
to the normal deceased veteran or person; it does not 
apply to VIP�s such as former presidents. As it 
relates to headstones or monuments, the next of kin 
is afforded a choice to the degree possible. This 
choice is to accept the government issued standard 
white tablet with standard information: a religious 
symbol, name, rank, military unit, campaigns and 
decorations, and dates of birth and death. The other 
option is to elect to have a private headstone built 
and placed. In contemporary times, meaning since 
World War II, there is no intermingling of those 
buried with the white tablets and those marked by a 
private monument. This election of alternatives, 
along with space limitations, determines where in 
the cemetery a person is interred. Privately 
constructed headstones must rigidly conform to 
standards in terms of shape, size, content and color. 
No longer will the cemetery permit those striking, 
huge, ornate, carved stones or virtual mausoleums of 
old. 
 
    Lastly, before the list appears, here are some 
websites relating to Arlington National Cemetery 
that might be of interest. On the last site, go all the 
way to the bottom to enter the site. 
 
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/ 
http://www.mdw.army.mil/cemetery.htm 
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/ARLINGTON/arlin
gton.html 
http://www.arlingtoncemetery.net/homepage.htm 
 

Arthur P. Thayer 
Colonel US Army 

DOB April 30, 1893; DOD July 8, 1967; Grave 
Number 11681-E Sec 13 

 
Lucille Anne Thayer 

Wife of Arthur P. Thayer 
DOB October 3, 1896, DOD April 22, 1981; Grave 

Number 11681-E Sec 13 
 

Elmer Briant Thayer 
Colonel US Army 

DOB December 20, 1903; DOD February 18, 1992; 
Grave Number 90-2 Sec 1 

 
Henry A. Thayer 

Commander, US Navy 
DOB Unk; DOD June 16, 1925; Grave Number 

2653 WS Sec 4 
 

Aida G. Thayer 
Widow of Commander Henry A. Thayer 

DOB February 22, 1875; DOD November 17, 1969; 
Grave Number 2653 WS Sec 4 

 
Eugene A. Thayer 
Tech4 US Army 

DOB April 14, 1921; DOD June 16, 1985; Niche 1, 
Section NN, Stack 28, Number 5 

 
Carol Mabel Thayer 

Wife of Richard G. Thayer 
DOB September 12, 1931, DOD July 14, 1983; 

Grave Number 3023 Sec 64 
 

Anita Thayer 
Remarried Widow of Trone Allen Fletcher 

DOB September 25, 1923, DOD September 20, 
1996; Grave Number 1716 Sec 43 

 
Everett E. Thayer 

Chief Master Sergeant US Air Force 
DOB March 17, 1921, DOD October 16, 1973; 

Grave Number 1290 Sec 53 
 

Myron W. Thayer 
Private US Army 

DOB December 9, 1892, DOD July 27, 1970, Grave 
Number 22715 Sec 17 

 
Florence Milstead Thayer 

Widow of Private Myron W. Thayer 
DOB & DOD Unk; Grave Number 22715 Sec 17 

 
George Lawson Thayer 

Private US Army 
DOB Unk, DOD Died in France September 22, 

1918; Grave Number 1632 Sec 18 
 

http://www.arlingtoncemetery.org/
www.mdw.army.mil/cemetery.htm
xroads.virginia.edu/~CAP/ARLINGTON/arlington.html
www.arlingtoncemetery.net/homepage.htm
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Jane Martin Thayer 
Adult Dependent Daughter of Colonel Raymond E. 

Thayer 
DOB December 19, 1949, DOD May 14, 1979, 

Grave Number 6894 Sec 8 
James Oliver Thayer 

Private US Army 
DOB Unk, DOD June 19, 1945; Grave Number 

24137 Sec Wh Enl 
 

John Howard Thayer 
Lieutenant Commander, US Navy 

DOB & DOD Unk; Grave Number 38 Sec E 
 

Louis Maclane Thayer 
Rear Admiral, US Coast Guard 

DOB July 2, 1908, DOD August 9, 1989; Grave 
Number 6389-C Sec 8 

 
Mignon R. Thayer 

Wife of Louis Maclane Thayer 
DOB January 3, 1907, DOD February 17, 1987; 

Grave Number 6389-C Sec 8 
 

Luke L. Thayer III 
Corporal, US Air Force 

DOB May 8, 1929, DOD February 21, 1980; Niche 
Court 1, Sec A, Stack 6 Number 1 

 
Raymond M. Thayer 

Private First Class, US Army 
DOB July 2, 1896 DOD October 19, 1958; Grave 

Number 4146 Sec 38 
 

Mabel V. Thayer 
Widow of Raymond M. Thayer 

DOB September 18, 1901, DOD January 11, 1988; 
Grave Number 4147 Sec 38 

 
Melvin H. Thayer 
Cook, US Army 

DOB Unk, DOD September 17, 1945; Grave 
Number 23166-D 

 
Myron W. Thayer 
Private, US Army 

DOB Unk, DOD October 18, 1934; Grave Number 
22715 Sec Wh Enl 

 

Melvin R. Thayer 
Lieutenant Colonel, US Army 

DOB October 14, 1919, DOD January 13, 1997; 
Niche Court 4 Section Z Stack 18 Number 4 

 
Mary Ellen Thayer 

Wife of Melvin R. Thayer 
DOB November 3, 1921 DOD Unk; Niche Court 4 

Section Z Stack 18 Number 4 
 

Robert A. Thayer 
Lieutenant Commander, US Navy 

DOB March 20, 1918, DOD April 13, 1987; Niche 
Court 2 Section L Row 16 Site 4 

 
Nell G. Thayer 

Wife of Robert A. Thayer 
DOB April 22, 1916, DOD November 18, 2001; 

Niche Sec 2-7 Row 16 Site 4 
 

Richard E. Thayer Sr. 
Sergeant First Class, US Army 

DOB January 12, 1923, DOD October 23, 1993; 
Niche Court 4 Sec O Stack 14 Number 4 

 
Robert Charles Thayer 

Lieutenant (JG), US Navy 
DOB April 13, 1938, DOD December 4, 1964; 

Memorial Section MG-14 
 

Robert Dwight Thayer 
Colonel, US Army 

DOB May 11, 1920, DOD November 8, 1972; 
Grave Number 784 Sec 48 

 
Robert E. Thayer 

Minor son of Robert Dwight Thayer 
DOB June 29, 1944 DOD July 28, 1960; Grave 

Number 784 Sec 48 
 

William U. Thayer 
Sergeant, US Army 

DOB Unk, DOD August 4, 1919; Grave Number 
5331-O Sec 13 

 
Elsie Bury Thayer 

Widow of William U. Thayer 
DOB Unk, DOD January 20, 1921; Grave Number 

5331-0 Sec 13  t 
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W. W. Thayer Company 
Walter W. Thayer 

 
    Our business was started in 1946 when my father, 
Walter W. Thayer, was released by the Yates 
American Machine Company, Beloit, Wisconsin 
along with all the other sales people including the 
Sales Manager. This was right after the war and they 
didn�t believe they needed salesmen anymore. 
    Yates American was a large Woodworking 
Machinery manufacturer for many years starting 
from the late 1800�s and for that matter are still in 
business today only on a much smaller scale. 
    My father and most all of these other salesmen 
went into business for themselves and started their 
own companies representing smaller manufacturers 
that specialized in the same equipment that Yates 
manufactured. These machines included all kinds of 
Planers, Moulders, Rip Saws, Cut-off Saws, Band 
Saws, etc. 
    This was like being �kicked upstairs� for these 
men because these smaller companies needed 
representation and these former sales people needed 
machinery to sell. Their equipment turned out to be 
top of the line and we all received higher 
commissions with less trouble. 
    In 1949 my father passed away and I graduated 
that same year from the University of Missouri. I 
was the designated man to take over even though I 
had no experience in this field whatsoever. My 
father and I talked some about me joining him after 
graduating but I didn�t know enough about it to 
make a decision one way or the other. 
    At first, I worked the business out of my home 
with my young wife as my secretary, receptionist, 
and accountant. I could never have done this without 
her help. She is very good with the books and a very 
good consulting force when needed. 
    In the late 60�s we went to an office warehouse 
location. We made this same move two more times 
until we came to this location where we are now. 
    Business has changed and now we represent 
foreign manufacturers as well as US companies, (the 
ones that are left) and we are in the used machinery 
business more now than we used to be. 
    It is also getting more complicated for the �old 
folks� with the digital age settling in, so my three 
sons have taken over from us; Wally, Jim, and Jeff. 

    We now have 12 people working in about 20,000 
square feet where we store some new and used 
machinery and office space for the employees. We 
cover the states of Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa 
and Illinois and have a salesman in Kansas City that 
covers that area. 
    It has been interesting ride and both Jewel and I 
are still working, with the boys doing the majority of 
the work.  t 
 
 

President�s Ramblings 
 
    I have just returned from another wonderful 
family experience called a �Thayer Families Annual 
Meeting and Family Reunion�. I have had the 
privilege and honor of being elected as your new 
President. I thought I would give you a little bit of 
background so you would know who I am. I fall in 
the line of Richard Thayer and was born in Randolph 
Massachusetts, just north of Braintree. I grew up in 
Randolph and lived with my grandfather (Wallace 
Francis Thayer) and Grandmother (Sadie Louise 
Dyer Thayer), along with my mom (Anna Rena 
Hoxie Thayer) and dad (Arthur Gordon Thayer). I 
have one brother and 4 sisters. I am married to Carol 
Jeanne Nelson Thayer and have four children, 
Charles Russell Thayer, Jr., Katrina Louise Thayer 
Gomes, Sheryl Catherine Thayer Haley, and Tracey 
Jeanne Thayer Johansen. Carol and I have seven and 
one-third grandchildren. 
 
    I am presently the pastor of The Damariscotta 
Baptist Church in Damariscotta, Maine and live in 
New Harbor, Maine. I have been a member of TFA 
since 1995 and have served on the Executive Board 
since that time. I have served as Secretary until two 
years ago.  
 
    I have a dream for TFA, a vision of what we can 
become. This vision is formed through my 
experience with the fine people of TFA, as well as 
some feedback from the meeting of this past week. 
TFA spent the first few years trying to get organized, 
and accomplished a major membership drive in 
1994. The second phase of our history involved 
publications. A concerted effort has been made to 
create the TFA/BHS Publishing Fund, which is 
functioning very well this past year.  
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    Now we begin phase three of our history together. 
In the past couple of years we have ventured out to 
other places for our annual meetings. In 2001 we 
held our meeting at West Point and drew many 
people for that event. In 2003 we traveled to 
Frankenmuth, Michigan and held a fabulous meeting 
which involved many of our family from Michigan. 
In 2005 we will hold our annual meeting in 
Abingdon, Virginia, at the invitation of the Garland 
Thayer Family in Virginia. That will be an exciting 
time for TFA. 
 
    I believe that in this next phase of our family life 
together we need to develop relationships within the 
family. We best can accomplish that by visiting each 
other in our own backyards. I would hope that we 
could plan annual meetings and family reunion in 
many parts of the country and even the world. We 
are, whether you know it or not, and international 
association. We have members on 5 continents! Just 
imagine what could happen if we began to meet each 
other in our own areas and could showcase our 
corner of the world. Wow! 
 
    In addition, it was made clear in Braintree this 
year that we need to communicate more than just 
once a year, if we are going to become �family�. We 
will be working on ways to develop that 
communication ASAP.  
 
    We will also be examining possible regional 
meetings throughout the year to create fellowship 
and family in the Thayer Families Association. 
Doesn�t that sound absolutely exciting?  
 
    In addition, it has been suggested that we need 
people to share their stories about significant people 
in their families. This way we can get to know each 
others history and traditions. To accomplish this we 
ask that you send your stories to Lee for the TQ. As 
we read about each others families we get to 
understand and appreciate one another better. Not 
story is too simple or unworthy of print. You do not 
have to be a great writer. We have a wonderful 
editor who can �fix it up� and it will be wonderfully 
entertaining and enlightening. Get busy and start 
sharing! 
 

    I want to encourage your input in all these 
discussions. You may contact me by email or letter 
mail, both addresses are listed in the list of TFA 
Officers & Directors.  t 
  

 
 

Membership Report 
 
   We currently have 440 members paid up for 2004. 
Keep your mailing address current with the 
Membership Chairman. As the post office does not 
always forward 4th class mail, which our Quarterly 
is mailed as, you may miss your Quarterly, even if 
you have left your forwarding address with them. 
 
    We are very pleased to welcome the following 
new members and encourage anyone, including new 
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. If 
you would like to volunteer even just a little of your 
time please let our president, Russ Thayer, know at 
<<crt42@tidewater.net>>, or me, Clint Thayer at 
<<ClntThayer@aol.com>>. 
 
    Adams, Donna D., Jenison, MI, joins her mother, 
Jessica, in a family membership 
    Koch, Anissa K., Wheeler, MI 
    Nixon, Charles E. & Lulu B. Hudson, Garnett, KS 
    Thayer, Donald W. & Suzanne C., Lower 
Gwynedd, PA 
    Thayer, James Lewis & Janice Ann, Bristol, TN 
    Thayer, Robert J. & Marilyn M., Mexico, NY 
 
    Please notify the Membership Committee if you 
are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if I 
have missed anyone in this list let me know. 
 
        Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer, Membership 
Chairman, email: ClntThayer@aol.com  t 
 

 

mailto:crt42@tidewater.net
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
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From the Editor� 
 
    It is that time of the editing process when I get to write 
my comments. It has been a busy year for me both 
professionally and personally. 
 
    My military duties have taken me on extensive travels 
in the last six months and I am sure I am behind on 
answering email and letter mail. I do answer all 
correspondence when I get an intermittent break from 
work. I have traveled so much, I have filled every page in 
my passport, and it is currently up at the Embassy getting 
pages added. 
 
    Personally my time is broken into family time, college 
courses, and of course my Headstone Reference books 
and my latest work, the Genealogy as seen through the 
Thayer Quarterly. The book projects take a lot of time but 
they are personally rewarding in being able to assemble 
this data for future generations to use.  
 
    Lots of temp articles were used in this issue, thank you 
for submitting this material. But when I use articles, I 
also need articles to place in the temp issues for future 
publication. If you have been thinking of submitting an 
article, they are always welcome.  
 

    In this issue, Janet Blickle�s Travel Journal is a great 
format to use and can be used on your personal travel 
adventures, research outings, or reunions. Anything you 
submit, regardless of format is interesting for the family  
to read, and using an other than �article� type format is 
great, it shows a personal side of us that is lost in the 
article format. 
 
    I could not attend the reunion this year based on my 
work needed here in Japan. I am making every effort to 
attend in Virginia next year. 
 
    The Officer and Directors elected this year is a great 
group, as with the previous years, so if you have a 
concern for the association, or would like to lead a 
project or just make a suggestion, by all means contact 
the board members and make yourself be heard. 
 

Stories Needed 
 

    Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor  t 
 

Membership Form 
 

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
Please check one:    PAPER Issue mailed to you ________    ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you _______   BOTH ______ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        346 Washington St. PMB #310 
                                                                        Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, Albert Thayer Morton: 

Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 

Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
Email: thayerATM@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 

Email: HJThayer@aol.com  
 

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

The Thayer Quarterly   (copyright 1994-2004, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the 
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); 
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present; 
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or 
CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each 
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 346 
Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A 
cumulative index, in CD-Rom format only, containing every 
occurrence of a name that has appeared in the newsletter (prior 
to the current issue) is available for $10 to the above address. 
 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the TFA 
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an 
attached file containing the article. Your articles and 
submissions may be edited (respectfully) for length and 
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics 
that are of general interest to members are encouraged, and 
articles written by the editor at your suggestion, or from 
material you provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for 
submission to the Fall Issue is Aug 25th. t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310 
BRAINTREE, MA  02184-4702 

 

mailto:thayeratm@aol.com
mailto:thayer@genealogist.net
www.thayer.genealogist.net
mailto:hjthayer@aol.com

