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From the editor - Dear Readers, 
 
  With this, my second volume of the Thayer Quarterly as editor, I find myself with more than enough articles to fill 
this issue as well as several others. I have many articles in various stages of completion in the pipeline. Saying this, I 
do not want the newsletter to be the sole vehicle for myself and the two other authors represented in this and the last 
issue, i.e. Rick Thayer and Nancy Thayer. 
 
  So, I would ask that some other members would step up and take a shot at writing an article or short column for our 
publication. At a loss for what to write about? I’m sure that most of us could draw upon many lifetimes of stories and 
history to draw upon for subject matter. 
 
  Another idea would be for the readership to submit print-worthy photographs from the past which could be collated 
and written about en masse with accompanying biographical and genealogical information. 
 
  Please give it a thought!  
 
  And finally, Melinda and I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 
   William H. Thayer, editor 

A message from our President, James Loren Thayer, Sr. 
 
  Welcome to the final issue of the Thayer Quarterly for 2024. This has been a busy year for me once again. I don’t 
know how I ever found time to go to work before I retired! I guess a lot of things must have been put on hold until I 
could get a round tuit! 
 
  We have an update on the 2025 Thayer Families National Reunion in this issue. These reunions are always a 
wonderful time to meet and visit with our “somehow cousins”. I hope to see many old friends again and make a 
bunch of new friends next year. 
 
  Website Update: Some of you may be wondering what happened to the new responsive website that I have 
mentioned a few times in the past couple of years. I wish I knew too! I am still tweaking a few things but the site is 
probably 90% completed. Basically it just needs the membership database, newsletters and photos imported. 
EasyNetSites told me in early June 2024 that it would be just “a few more days” but I have seen no progress yet. 
Some of the programmers live in Ukraine so perhaps they are hiding out in a bomb shelter. If you would like to see 
what it looks like currently, the sandboxed site is https://sb-thayer.ens-201.com and I would appreciate any 
comments and/or suggestions that you have. 
 
  I’d like to mention the following 17 folks who joined TFA in 2024. Amy Allbaugh of Omaha, NE, Kathleen Bell of 
Ballymote, Sligo, Ireland, Michael Black of Pinole, CA, Shannon Brinton of Panama City, FL, Delores Legg of 
Littleton, CO, Kristen Long of Kennewick, WA, Melissa Precht of Lansing, KS, Sharri Smith of Pritchett, CO, 
Caitlin Thayer of Newfields, NH, Desiree Thayer of Corydon, IN, Douglas Thayer of Plymouth, MN, Edmond 
Thayer of Farragut, TN, Jack Thayer of Batavia, IL, Luann Thayer of Verona, NY, Michael Thayer of Zelienople, 
PA, Nicholas Thayer of Saint Cloud, MN, & Jane Williams of Lexington, KY. 
 
  Welcome Aboard! I hope you find your membership rewarding. Again, I am always open and welcome suggestions 
and comments from the membership. 
 
  I look forward to seeing you all at the reunion in September. May you and your family have a blessed and 
wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year! 
  
In TFA-ship, 
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  Edith Thayer (1888-1976) was 
an American singer active in 
Broadway shows and (later) in 
radio during the early 20th 
century. Her Broadway and 
radio show career lasted over 
twenty years. Afterwards, she 
settled back in her hometown of 
Conchituate, Mass. and became 
a social worker. 
 
  Her father, Clarence E. Thayer 
(1863-1903) was a successful 
druggist in Wayland, MA who 
provided for his wife Carrie 
(Dean) Thayer and Edith until his 
untimely death in 1903 of acute 
bronchitis. 

 
  Edith showed early promise as 
a singer and actor. She 
mentioned in an interview once 
that her earliest performance 
was at age two. Apparently, her 
mother, who was also a singer, 
saw to it that young Edith 
received training in voice and on 
the piano. 
 

  The family home was in 
Cochituate, MA which is about 
17 miles west of Boston. Edith 
had full access of all that the 
Boston area had to provide 
musically. Carrie Dean Thayer 
and Edith appear in many 
newspaper accounts of vocal 
and piano recitals during this 
period. 
 
  When Edith’s father died, the 
family was devastated. There 
were two drug stores owned by 
the family that had to be taken 
care of.  Edith was only fourteen 
at the time. She continued her 
education in the public school 
and later attended Emerson 
College where she thrived in 
classes for elocution and singing. 
She graduated in June of 1908. 
In the following months, she 
made many appearances locally. 
Then in the summer of 1908, 
Edith and her mother closed up 
the family home in Cochituate 
and moved to Paris, France 
where Edith studied with the 
famous opera singer/teacher 
Jean de Reszke, a Polish 
immigré. She remained in Paris 
for two years, then moved to 
London where she was working 
with and for the English 
impresario Colonel Mapleson 
[Mapleson fashioned himself a 
colonel but had no military 
experience.] 

 
  In 1912 Edith and her mother 
moved back to the United States 
where Edith began her 
American singing career in 
earnest. Her first engagement 
was in October of that year 
when she appeared as Raoul, a 
chausseur in the light operetta 
“Little Boy Blue.” The operetta 
was virtually in her backyard at 
the Majestic Theatre in Boston. 
In 1913, she began to work in 
New York where her first 
appearance was as a show girl in 
the operetta “Somewhere Else” 
and introduced the entire show 
with the song “The Messenger 
of Dawn.” Unfortunately, this 
was a short-lived show as the 
show was panned widely and 
the producer died thus ending 
the show. Even so, Edith had her 
foot in the door, so to speak, and 
began to audition for more 
shows. 
 
  Edith was immediately noticed 
for a number of noticeable 
traits. One) she was a very tiny 
person – four feet eleven “in 
heels.” Two) she had a very light, 
bell-like quality voice that 

Edith Thayer 
Prima donna and Early Radio Star 

by William H. Thayer 

Emerson College Senior page 

Edith during her radio show days. 
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enabled her to sound either 
childlike or a very cultured adult 
soprano. Indeed, in several roles 
Edith played a child, teenager, 
and adult, even in the same 
show. 
 
  In her first role as a named cast 
member, Edith was the 
understudy for the prima donna 
in the revival of the very popular 
operetta “The Geisha.” 
Apparently the prima donna was 
a very temperamental person 
and when a tiff occurred 
between that singer and the 
director happened, Edith was 
ready for her big break. She 
stepped into the role and was 
instantly recognized as the 
perfect person for the role. Not 
only that, but the famed 
Broadway producer Arthur 
Hammerstein happened to hear 
Edith in rehearsal for the play 
and he declared; “Hold that girl 
right there, I want to talk to 
her!” Hammerstein decided to 
use Edith Thayer in his next big 
musical, “The Firefly.” Edith 
would be cast in the lead for the 
road show cast for Firefly. And 
when the prima donna of the 
number one cast fell ill, Edith 
was there to fill the spot. 
 
   For the next few years, Edith 
would be on the road 
throughout the United States in 
Firefly.  
 
  Her next big role was as the star 
in “The Peasant Girl” (1915) 
Again, this show went on the 
road and was another 
Hammerstein success. 
 

  Additional roles occurred in 
succeeding years including: 
“Katinka”(1917) and “Pom 
Pom” (1919.) 
 

  There was a brief time where 
Edith established her own light 
opera company in Boston. This 
occurred during  the late 
summer and early fall of 1916, 
however it only survived for this 
short season. 
 
  For his big shows, 
Hammerstein hired entire trains 
to ship his casts to various parts 
of the country dropping them 
off at stops along the line.  
 
  In a scene reminiscent of the 
famous movie “Some Like It 
Hot,” Edith was on a train with 
four musical companies. The 
train consisted of ten sleepers, a 
dining car, four baggage cars, 
and four cars fitted with pianos 
for rehearsal time during the 
journey. Edith’s first stop in 
August of 1923 was Cleveland, 
Ohio as the lead role in 
“Blossom Time,” She was to 
remain on the road until June of 
1924. (Billboard, 9 Sep 1923, 
p.32) 

 
 
  One journalist who 
encountered Edith Thayer on 
the road remarked that her 
costume and prop trunk was so 
large that she could put 
windows in it and move into it 
like a bungalow. 
 
  After Edith paid her dues on 
the road, she began to be 
considered for more on-
Broadway shows. During the 
ensuing years, she starred In the 
following musical shows: 
“Naughty Marietta,” “Katinka,”  
“Pom Pom” and “The Chocolate 
Soldier” (see the timeline 
below.) 

 
  Edith was perfectly positioned 
to be at the right place to be 
included in the beginnings of the 
radio show movement. Interest 
in news broadcasts over the 
radio peaked during the 
coverage of the Titanic disaster 
of 1912. After World War I, radio 
shows began to be popular and 

Edith as The Peasant Girl (1915) 

Edith as Katinka (1917) 
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the American public started to 
be able to afford radio sets. 
 
  The 1920’s saw a rise in various 
entertainments on the airwaves 
including symphony orchestras, 
operas, operettas, drama, 
musical drama, and music 
revues. 

 
  Edith, due to her Broadway 
fame was a good match for 
some of the musical revues 
during this time and first was 
engaged as guest artist filling 
time slots in the evening as a 
singer. She then was engaged by 
a couple of the most popular 
musical revue programs of the 
day including: the Armstrong 
Quaker Singers starting in 1928 
and as a regular actor playing 
Jane McGrew on the Simmons 
Show Boat series which ran for 
four years. 
 
  Along with her Broadway and 
radio work, Edith was 
contracted in 1928 and 1929 to 
do a few recordings for Edison 
Records. The 78 rpm records 
were of songs utilizing her girlish 
voice singing popular novelty 
songs of the day like: “I’d love to 

be a monkey in the zoo”, “Don’t 
you want a pussy wussy cat?” A 
few of the recordings are from 
showtunes that she had 
popularized like: “Little Boy 
Blue” and “Daddy.” 
 
  During Edith’s radio years, she 
met and married a radio 
announcer by the name of 
Howard Butler (1926.) Howard 
worked variously for WNAC of 
Boston, WEAF of NYC and 
several others. Howard became 
Edith’s manager during this time 
and would often accompany her 
when she was on the road. 

 
 Edith and Howard’s relationship 
was perhaps typical of show biz 
marriages of the day as Edith 
maintained her residence in 
Cochituate and would commute 
from the Boston area to NYC on 
a weekly basis.  The 1930 census 
does show, however, that 

Howard and Edith were living in 
a house in Williston Park on Long 
Island. The address being 
conveniently adjacent to a 
station on the Long Island 
Railroad going directly into the 
city. The marriage did not last 
long as Howard doesn’t appear 
in the household in the 1940 
census. Edith is listed as being 
divorced and living with her 
mother, Carrie Dean Thayer. 

 
  By 1940, Edith had retired from 
show business and was working 
for the town of Wayland as a 
social worker. It should be noted 
that both she and her mother 
had always been active church 
efforts advocating for the poor 
and disadvantaged. Edith 
continued as a social worker for 
the next decade or so. 
 
  In the 1950 census of 
Conchituate, Edith was again 
listed as a social worker and 
living with her mother. There 
also was a lodger: Thomas H. 
Wheeler, age 56, an Englishman 
and divorcee. Edith would later 
marry Thomas on 28 Sep 1955. It 
seems that Carrie Dean Thayer 

Edith in 1923 

Armstrong Quakers Radio Show 1928 

Edith as Mitzi in "Blossom Time" ca. 1925 
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had passed by this time as no 
records can be found of her 
passing or burial. 
 
  Edith retired from her 
government job in Wayland in 
1955. She and Thomas moved to  
 Boynton Beach south of Palm 
Beach, Fl. As of this writing, not  
 much is known about their life 
in retirement. 
 
  Thomas passed away on 30 
May 1966 in Palm Beach, Fl. He 
had two surviving daughters 
from his previous marriage: 
Joyce Louise Wheeler-Bigger  
and Hope Wheeler-MacRobbie. 
Hope MacRobbie’s daughter, 
Jean A. MacRobbie was 
consulted for this story and says 
that she has fond memories of 
Edith Thayer as a kind and warm 
person. 
 
  According to the 
Massachusetts Death Index 
1970-2003, Edith Thayer passed 
away on 26 Oct 1976 in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Edith Thayer’s Known Shows 
  

1912 Little Boy Blue 
1913 Somewhere Else 
1913 The Geisha 
1913 The Firefly (2 years) 
1915 The Peasant Girl 
1916 Naughty Marietta 
1917 Katinka 
1918 Jim Jam Revue (NYC Nightclub) 
1919 Pom Pom (2 years) 
1924 WEAF Radio Show – Musical Revue 
1925 Blossom Time (2 years) 
1927 Manhattan (Nightclub) 
1927 The Mikado 
1927 The Chocolate Soldier 
1928 Armstrong Quakers (radio show) 
1929 Main Street Sketches (radio) 
1929 Show Boat (radio show) 
1931 New England Coke Men (radio show) 

See William H. Thayer’s Ancestry tree for Edith Thayer here:  
https://bit.ly/EdithThayerAncestryTree 

Genealogical information: 
 
Edith Thayer  
b. 19 Mar 1888 Cochituate MA 
d. 26 Oct 1976 Cambridge, MA 
 
md1st 1926  
Howard Butler  
b. abt 1892  
d. ?  
 
md2nd 1955  
Thomas Henry Wheeler  
b. 1893 Cypress 
d. 1966 Palm Beach, FL 

Edith’s Thayer lineage: 
 
William1  
Nathaniel2 
Jonathan3  
Mephibosheth4  
Levi Baldwin5  
Zebadee Applebee6  
James Riley7  
Clarence Eugene8  
Edith9  

Edith’s Edison Recordings can be found here: 
bit.ly/EdithThayerRecordings 
 
This is on the “Discography of American Historical 
Recordings” website, hosted by the University of California, 
Santa Barbara. 

Publicity shot 1915 
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Benjamin W. Thayer (1814-1875) 

 
By Richard A. Thayer, Bremerton, WA 

 
   Benjamin W. Thayer was born 20 MAR 1814 in 
Charlestown, MA. His parents were Caleb Strong Thayer 
(1784-1824) and Deborah Tufts Waite (1784-1847). His 
lineage is: Benjamin(9), Caleb Strong(8), Caleb(7), Zebulon(6-
5), Benjamin(4), Richard(3-2-1) Thayer.  
 
   Benjamin married Rachel A. Dunlop (1819-1907) in Boston 
on 28 OCT 1841. The couple would have six children: Agnes 
Rachel (1846-1901), Grace Dunlop (1847-1850), Henry B. 
(1849-1918), Ida Tucker (1853-1936), Mary Jordan (1856-
1921), and Grace (1860-1895). It appears Agnes was the only 
child to marry. The family appears in Volume 3 of Patricia 
Thayer Muno’s Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family. Patricia notes that there is some controversy over the 
lineage of Caleb Strong Thayer. 
 
   Saddest of all is the death of Grace Dunlop Thayer at the age 
of 3 from typhoid fever. 
 
   Benjamin was a busy man and what we would call today an 
entrepreneur. As a lithographer, Benjamin would twice partner 
with his brother-in-law John Henry Bufford (1810-1870) 
between the years 1840-1846 and 1851-1853. Bufford was 
married to Benjamin’s sister Anna Melora Tufts Thayer (1808-
1878). One source names Bufford as “chief artist.” 
 
 
 
   With several partners, Benjamin was a Director, Proprietor 
and Manager of the Boston Theater for eleven years. This 
venture resulted in Benjamin being named as a defendant for 
fraud and conspiracy. Benjamin and two other Directors were 
accused of leasing the theater to Henry C. Jarret in the years 
1864 and 1865 and to John C. Clark in 1866 for less than the 
market value and then sharing in the profits without the 
knowledge of the other directors. What we would now call a 
kickback scheme. I cannot find a final judgment for the case.  
http://masscases.com/cases/sjc/104/104mass378.html 

 
   Newspaper man, shareholder of several newspapers, real 
estate investor and broker, and fancy goods store owner. It 
seems Benjamin was in to a little bit of everything. 
 
   Benjamin died without a will. One newspaper lists the cause 
of death as Bright’s disease (nephritis) of the kidneys.  State 
vital records state malignant tumor. His wife Rachel was 
granted letters of administration by the probate court with a 
bond of $100,000 giving us some idea of the value of his 
estate. That would be $2.7 million in 2023 dollars. 
 
   Benjamin is buried in the Mount Auburn Cemetery, 
Cambridge. See Find A Grave memorial #182325358. The site 
is marked with a rather unique stone and plaque. Dates may 
vary from other sources. In my opinion date of death on a 
cemetery marker is more reliable than date of birth. Obviously, 
date of death is known when the marker is ordered while 
memory may be relied upon for date of birth. I am also 
cautious about dates in a family Bible. If all the information is 
in the same pen or pencil and all the handwriting the same, I 
argue that it was all entered at the same time and less reliable. 
 
   Are exact dates important? As an amateur genealogist I try to 
be as accurate as possible and document sources. The issue 
may become more important applying for membership in the 
Mayflower Society or Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Indeed in researching this article I find such an example. Agnes 
Rachel Thayer married Thomas J. Bancroft (1841-1906). Their 
son Arthur Clayton Bancroft (1871-1958) applied for 
membership in the Sons of the American Revolution through 
the Bancroft line. 
 
   The Bancroft family is buried in this same cemetery.  
According to Find A Grave there are 205 Thayers buried, or at 
least listed, here. 
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In the TFA Quarterly Fall 
2024 issue, we 
celebrated through 
numerous newspaper 
clippings, the 
extravagant wedding of 
Eugene V. R. Thayer, 
grandson of Nathaniel 
Thayer, the Railroad 
tycoon and financier of 
Lancaster, MA and 
Gladys Baldwin Brooks, 
society lady and from a 
very wealthy family. 

   The wedding took 
place at Trinity Church 
in Newport, Rhode 
Island on September 3, 
1903. Over 1000 
invitations were sent 
out.  

   Fast forward to March 
23, 1923, Gladys filed 
for divorce from her 
husband in Paris, along 
with Elizabeth Harding 
Prince, who also was 
granted a divorce from 
her husband, Frederick 
H. Prince, Jr.  

 

Frederick H Prince, Jr. 

 

   Both divorces were on 
the grounds of 
desertion. In July of 
1923, Eugene then 
married the former Mrs. 
Frederick H. Prince.  

   Apparently, both 
Gladys and Elizabeth 
had apartments 
opposite each other on 
Park Avenue in New 
York. Newspapers 
throughout the United 
States covered all the 
gossipy details.  

   Eugene held many 
corporate positions, 
including President of 
the Chase Manhattan 
Bank. Eugene and 
Gladys adopted a son, 
Robert Thayer who was 
born on August 22, 
1916. Gladys was 
devastated when he 
committed suicide in 
North Carolina at the 
Age of 31. Eugene had 
already passed away.  

   I find it interesting that 
on the death certificate 
of Robert, neither 
Eugene nor Gladys are 
listed as his parents. 
There is only an 
indication that Robert 
was adopted in New 
York. 

Nancy’s Ephemeral Findings #1b 
           by Nancy L. Thayer 

Robert A Thayer 
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   Later in life, Gladys 
established the Gladys 
Brooks Foundation and 
donated much of her 
money to various 
causes. She collected 
antiques and donated 
her beautiful chandelier 
to the White House and 
it was placed in the Red 
Room.  

   Gladys died at Age 94 
in 1976. She contributed 
her home and 
furnishings in Aiken, 
South Carolina to the 
Saint Thadeus Church. 
Eugene V. R. Thayer, 
Jr. died at Age 55 on 
January 1, 1937 at the 
Age of 55 on a trip to 
Chicago. He left 
$10,000 to his stepson, 
Frederick H. Prince and 
a whopping $100,000 to 
his former secretary, 
Beth E. Gorrie.  

Lesson of Life: (1) 
Marry rich and you will 
lose your privacy and be 
subjected to news 
reporters and their quest 
for gossip; (2) you never 
know what truly goes on 
with families behind 
closed doors; and (3) 
Secretaries may reap a 
whopping amount of 
money from their boss 
(a $100,000 back then 
was a lot of money)! 
 
 
 

 
Genealogical data: 
 

 
 
 

The Red Room, White House, Washington DC 

Bibliography: 
The Boston Globe Newspaper 
WhiteHouseHistory.org 
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This interesting item was 
found on Wikipedia on the 
internet. 
 
Ezra Ripley Thayer (1866-
1915)  Dean of the 
Harvard Law School, 
suggested in 1913 that 
Cole Porter change his 
major from Law to Music. 
Apparently Cole did not 
excel in the study of law. 
So, Porter quietly changed 
schools and enrolled in 
Harvard’s music program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cole Porter (1891-1964) 
went on to be one of 
America’s most popular 
and prolific songwriters 
producing many Broadway 
musicals like: “Anything 
Goes” and “Kiss Me 
Kate,” as well as standards 
still performed today 
including: “Night and 
Day,” “In the Still of the 
Night,” “Love for Sale,” 
and many others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

William H. Thayer’s 
Curiosities from the Internet 

 
 

Ezra Ripley Thayer (1863-1915) 

Cole Porter (1891-1964) 

Ezra Ripley Thayer and Cole Porter 
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Another gem found on the 
Library of Congress 
website: 
 
A letter from Juliette 
(Legg) Thayer to former 
President Andrew Jackson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
According to my 
information, Juliette Legg-
Thayer (~1811-1880) was 
married to Joel C. Thayer 
(1812-1881) and was from 
Skaneateles, NY. 
 
There is an excellent 
article written by John 
Howard Thayer and 
Tricia Muno on the 
Thayer-Legg families in 
the March 2009 TQ. 

 
 
 
You can view this letter at 
the LOC website here: 
https://www.loc.gov/item/
maj017558/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A number of interesting 
questions arise as a result 
of this letter: 
 
1.)  How is that Juliette 
would have the standing to 
write such a letter to the 
former president. 
 
2.) Was she acquainted by 
way of her Thayer or Legg 
family connections? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.) She mentioned her 
father (John Legg), 
mother (Emma Colvin 
Legg) and husband (Joel 
C. Thayer) were strangers 
to Jackson. 
 
So, perhaps she alone was 
acquainted or her Thayer 
in-laws who were involved 
in the government? 
 

Juliette (Legg) Thayer and former President Andrew Jackson 
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Genealogical data for Joel C. Thayer, Juliette Legg’s husband. 
 
Name: Joel C. THAYER 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Birth: 13 Jul 1812 (of) Union, Tioga, NY 
Death: 1881 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
Occupation: Banker 
Father: Amasa THAYER         (1776-1821) 
Mother: Sally TROWBRIDGE (1785-1833) 
Marriage: 7 May 1835 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Spouse: Juliette LEGG 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Birth: abt 1811 NY 
Death: 1880 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
Father: John LEGG (1783-1857) 
Mother: Emma Colvin (1783-1853) 
-------------------------------------------------- 
 
Children 
-------------------------------------------------- 
1 F: Mary Ann THAYER 
Birth: 19 Feb 1836 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
Death: 1915 New York City, NY 
Spouse: Henry Tiffany WEBB (1829-1909) 
Marriage: 11 Jul 1855 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
-------------------------------------------------- 
2 F: Narcissa Augusta THAYER 
Birth: abt 1840 
-------------------------------------------------- 
3 F: Emma Augusta THAYER 
Birth: 24 Jun 1846 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
Death: 4 Sep 1848 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY 
 
 
Notes for Joel C. THAYER 
CENSUS:  1850 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY, age 38, with family of John and 
Emma LEGG; 1860, 1870, 1880 Skaneateles, Onondaga, NY. 
 
 
Notes for Juliette LEGG 
Daughter of John (b. MA 1783, d. 1857) & Emma b.  NY LEGG. 

Joel C Thayer (1812-1888) 

Maybe our readership 
could answer these 
questions?  
 
Email us: 
editor@thayerfamilies.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more on the Thayer 
mansion pictured on the 
front page, please visit the 
Skaneateles Historical 
Society’s webpage at: 
 
https://www.skaneateleshis
toricalsociety.org/thayer-
mansion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joel C. Thayer’s line: 
 
1Thomas 
2Ferdinando 
3Isaac 
4Samuel 
5Levi 
6Amasa 
7Joel C. 

Thayer House, Skaneateles, NY 

For more information on 
the Thayer house, 
pictured to the right, 
follow the link: 
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Horace Thayer 1811-1875 

 
By Richard A. Thayer, Bremerton, WA 

    
   Horace Thayer was born on 29 JUN 1811. His parents were 
Caleb Thayer (1770-1848) and Almira Brooks (1771-1858) 
Horace’s lineage is as follows: Horace(8), Caleb(7), Caleb(6), 
Jonathan(5), Jonathan(4), Jonathan(3), Ferdinando(2), 
Thomas(1). This family appears in Volume 5 of Patricia 
Thayer Muno’s Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family.  
 
   Horace married Harriet Margaret Dodge (1814-1870) on 20 
FEB 1833. The couple would have two children; Charles 
Marvin Thayer (1837-1868) and Harriet Newell Thayer (1844-
1928). I find no marriage for Charles. Harriet would marry 
Thomas T. Evans (1842-1912) on 18 OCT 1868. 
 
   After the death of his first wife Horace married Mary O. 
Tuttle on 19 JUN 1872. I find no further children. 
 
   Horace Thayer was a map publisher and Lithographer. He is 
found in Williamsburg New York in the 1850 census and still 
there as late as 1860. In 1865 we find Horace Thayer in 
Johnsonsburg, NY where he purchased a tannery from John 
Foote. Horace converted the building to a “map roller.” 

   Other sources have different information. The New-York 
Historical Society's Dictionary of Artists In America 1584-
1860 has Horace born in Hartwick, NY, moving from 
Warsaw, NY to NYC in 1845 to partner with “the 
Kelloggs” for about a year. Horace would go in to the map 
publishing business and in 1854 went back to Warsaw and 
established a map roller manufactory.  In 1859 Horace was 
back in NYC but moved back to Warsaw by 1864. In 1866 
he moved to the nearby village of Johnsonburg.    

 

Harriet Margaret Dodge 1814-1870 

   Horace would meet a tragic end, drowning on 15 MAR 
1875 while trying to clear ice from his millpond on the 
Tanawanda Creek. 

    To add to the tragedy, Horace’s body was not found until a 
month later on 13 MAY 1875 at Madden’s Dam, Varysburg, 
some 1.7 miles downstream. 
 
    One obituary says he was buried but gives no details. Horace 
does appear on the Find A Grave website, but no burial details 
are given. Oddly, there is a headstone for Charles M. Thayer 
that has his parent’s names ( Horace and Harriet M.) on it but 
no dates, in a fashion that I have not noticed before. I doubt it 
indicates his parents are buried with him. See Find A Grave 
memorial #16586245. 
 

 
Harriet Newell Thayer 1844-1928 
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From the Thayer Families Facebook Page: 
 
This submitted by Stacie Thayer Bickerton from the Lost New England Facebook page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The	Old	Manse in Concord, Massachusetts, around 
the 1860s-70s and 2023. The house was built in 
1770 as the home of William and Phebe Emerson, 
and in 1775 it was a witness to the Battle of 
Concord, where the “shot heard ‘round the world” 
was fired practically in the backyard of the house.  
 
The house later gained notability for having been the 
home of William Emerson’s grandson Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, who lived here in the mid-1830s with his 
step grandfather, Ezra Ripley. A few years later, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne also lived here following his 
marriage to Sophia Peabody. 
 
The house was later owned by Ezra Ripley’s 
daughter-in-law Sarah Ripley, a noted scholar who, 
in the days before widespread higher education for 
women, had been almost entirely self-taught. She 
was an expert in a wide range of subjects, and over 
the years she tutored a number of college students. 
 
Sarah Ripley died in 1867, right around the time that 
the top photo was taken. It was then inherited by her 
daughter Sophia Thayer, and it remained in the 
family until 1939, when it was donated to the The	
Trustees. It has been preserved as a museum ever 
since, and it is open to the public for tours. And, if 
you are in the area, I would highly recommend a 
visit. It is one of the best historic house museums 
that I have ever toured. 
 
Historic image courtesy of the Boston Public Library. 
 

Editor’s note: Sophia Ripley Thayer was the 
sister of Theodora Willard Thayer who will 
be featured in the next issue. Her brothers 
were: the eminent Dr. William Sydney 
Thayer of Johns Hopkins University and 
Ezra Ripley Thayer who became the Dean of 
the Harvard Law School. 
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Reunion News 
 

 
 

 

More information will be coming soon 
from our hosts Bob and Ginny Sons, but 
mark your calendars now. Information 
will be provided in the next Thayer 
Quarterly Newsletter, the Thayer 
Families Association Facebook page,  
and on the Thayer Families Association 
website at: www.thayerfamilies.org 
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