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Conneaut’s Walt Thayer 
by Mark Todd, Staff Writer, Star Beacon 

 
Is the baron of barristers. Venerable attorney has 

practiced law for 54 years. 
 
“I plan to stay with it a little while longer. But in the 
not-too-distant future I will retire. It’s getting a little 
difficult for this old practitioner.” 

 
 

CONNEAUT - Judges, politicians - all the bigwigs - 
wave and smile when Walter Thayer strides through 
courthouses in northeast Ohio. 
    Thayer earned his celebrity status. Practicing law 
for 54 years is quite an achievement. 
    Since 1950, the 78-year-old Thayer has plied his 
craft in local, county and federal courts. Years ago he 
served a handful of terms as Conneaut’s solicitor and 

helped smooth out legal wrinkles that resulted in a 
historic municipal merger. 
    Thayer’s longevity makes him the dean of 
Ashtabula County’s legal community. No attorney in 
the county can match his years of service - indeed, 
some local lawyers weren’t born when Thayer first 
hung out his shingle. 
    Seated in his Conneaut office, Thayer is reluctant 
to talk about his career or his status. 
    “I’ve had a good clientele, and I’ve enjoyed a good 
relationship with judges,” he said. 
There have been plenty of personal and professional 
highlights. First and foremost is his 57-year marriage 
to the former Bunny Burns, which has produced three 
children, nine grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. 
    Thayer became Conneaut’s youngest city solicitor - 
he was in his mid-20s at the time - when he began his 
first term in 1951. 
    As city solicitor, Thayer was instrumental in the 
successful merger of Conneaut and neighboring 
Lakeville in the early 1960s. 
    “The merger is one of my greatest 
accomplishments,” he said. “I drew up all the 
necessary ordinances.” 
    As an assistant county prosecutor, Thayer tried the 
first murder case heard in the county’s Justice Center. 
    He has been a past president of the Ashtabula 
County Bar Association, joining in 1950, and was 
honored for his years of service in 1995. As head of 
the association’s nominating committee, he selected 
many attorneys and judges to serve as the group’s 
president. 
    “I enjoyed having this responsibility and sincerely 
appreciated the cooperation I received in my 
efforts,” Thayer said. 
    But Thayer would much rather talk about his 
World War II military service and the action he saw 
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during the Battle of the Bulge. Soon after graduation 
from Conneaut High School in 1943, the 17-year-old 
Thayer was recruited by the Army for a special 
military program. As a result, he spent one semester 
at the University of Kentucky before he was 
dispatched to Fort Benning, Ga., for training. 
    Soon after, Thayer - a member of 87th Infantry 
Div. - and hundreds of other soldiers were 
shoehorned aboard the Queen Elizabeth for a 4 1/2-
day journey across the Atlantic Ocean to Scotland. 
    “We were packed in like sardines,” Thayer said. 
“The ship changed its course every three minutes to 
avoid U-boats.” 
    Thayer was a machine gun squad leader with the 
L347th Infantry Regiment, who joined the Allies 
march to Berlin. During action related to the famous 
Battle of the Bulge, Thayer suffered wounds and 
broken bones in his arm when struck by shrapnel. He 
spent four weeks in a military hospital. 
    After discharge from the hospital, Thayer was 
assigned “rear action” duty that included the 
processing of new troops. 
    “I would greet the replacements at the train 
station,” he said. “I got to know some of these young 
fellows.” 
    Thayer recalled Germany’s surrender was a 
“joyous time.” He was in Paris when Japan 
surrendered a short time later, and recalls [the] news 
prompted a riotous celebration. 
    “Some of the locals brought out champagne they 
had hidden from the Germans for years,” Thayer said. 
    After neatly three years of Army service, Thayer 
returned home in 1946 with a Purple Heart and a 
Bronze Star. 
    “Everywhere I went in Conneaut, there were 
veterans,” he said. “Everyone was wearing their uni-
forms.” 
    Taking advantage of the new G.I. Bill, Thayer 
enrolled at Ohio Northern University - the first Ohio 
school not yet filled with newly-minted veterans. “I 
was the first Thayer to go to college,” he said. 
    Graduation came in 1949, and one year later 
Thayer started his practice. His first office was 
above the former JC Penney building at Main and 
Broad streets, but in 1962 moved into a house he 
bought and converted into an office. 
    That building at Liberty and Broad streets remains 
his headquarters today. 

    The world of law has evolved tremendously over 
the years, Thayer said. 
    “Now we have Internet filing (of cases) and 
continuous legal education,” he said. 
    Another big change is the number of women 
working as attorneys and judges. “They do an 
outstanding job,” he said. 
    Looking back on his lengthy career, Thayer has no 
regrets. 
    “I have a clear conscience,” he said. “I do the best 
I can and I treat people equally.” 
    In his leisure time, Thayer enjoys playing golf and 
traveling with his wife, Bunny. Soon, he plans on 
devoting much more time to family and friends. 
    “I plan to stay with it a little while longer,” Thayer 
said. “But in the not-too-distant future I will retire. 
It’s getting a little difficult for this old practitioner,” 
 
Article appeared in the Star Beacon, August 22, 
2004 Edition. Written by Mark Todd, Staff Writer, 
photo by Bill West. Reprinted with permission of the 
Star Beacon, Ashtabula, OH. Submitted by Bessie 
M. Green. Lineage provided by Jerry Thayer. 
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Jacob5, Daniel4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER  
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Obituary - Elmer R. “Ray” Thayer 
 
CONNEAUT - Elmer R. 
“Ray” Thayer, 99, of 
Main Street, Conneaut, 
died Sunday April 14, 
1996, Inn-Conneaut 
Health Center. 
    Born March 16, 1897, 
in West Springfield, Pa., 
he was the son of Elmer 
and Wilhelmina (Van 
Gorder) Thayer, and 

lived in the Conneaut and Springfield areas his entire 
life. 
    Mr. Thayer was employed for 52 years for the 
former Nickel Plate and Norfolk and Western 
railroads, and retired as a hostler. 



3 

    He enjoyed feeding and watching birds, and 
watching baseball and bowling on television. His 
special interest was the weather. He listened daily to 
the early morning predictions on WWOW Radio in 
Conneaut, and watched the forecasts on TV and 
logged them. He also enjoyed daily visits with his 
family. 
    Survivors include a daughter, Arlene Reffner of 
Conneaut; four sons, Cecil and Walter Thayer, both 
of Conneaut, Douglas of Ocala, Fla., and Dale of 
Chicago, Ill.; 14 grandchildren; 26 great-
grandchildren, and eight great-great-grandchildren. 
    He was preceded in death his wife, Hazel, in 
1984; his parents; a sister, Wilhelmina, and two 
brothers, Earl and Ellsworth Thayer. 
    Service is 2 p.m. Thursday at Thompson Funeral 
Home, 345 Main St., Conneaut, with the Rev. Fred 
Schmidt officiating. 
    Burial will be in East Springfield Cemetery. 
    Calling hours are 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday at the 
funeral home. 
    Memorials may be made to Conneaut Fire Station 
No. 3 Rescue Squad.  
 
Elmer R. was the father of Walter E. Thayer, in the 
article preceding this. Unknown paper. Provided by 
Bessie M. Green. t 
 
 

Barter Theatre - The State Theatre 
of Virginia 

“Ham for Hamlet” quickly became a popular trade 
for this venerable theatre 

 

    When Barter Theatre opened in June 1933, the 
advertised admission price was “35 cents or the 
equivalent in produce.” Probably no one at that time, 
including founder Robert Porterfield, had any idea 
that that phrase would mark the birth what would 
later become a historical and cultural landmark.  
    At the time, presenting theatre to the residents of a 
rural community in exchange for food items just 
seemed like a good idea. Actors were out of work 
and hungry during the Great Depression in 1933. 
(Porterfield himself had been keeping body and soul 
together by working as an elevator operator after the 
touring Shakespearean company to which he 
belonged, folded.) Southwest Virginia was hungry as 
well but not for food–they were hungry for ideas, 
laughter and music and something that would feed 
their minds and souls–something like the theatre.  
    Most everyone thought Barter Theatre was a crazy 
idea. Ruth Gray was a teenager working in the 
Abingdon Chamber of Commerce the day that 
Porterfield swept in and presented his proposition to 
the Executive Secretary of the Chamber, W. B. 
Gillesbie. Gray remembered in 1964, that after Bob 
Porterfield laid out his idea for a theatre based on 
bartering, Gillesbie flat out told him, “It’s crazy, 
Bob.” Porterfield admitted that it was a crazy idea 
but was convinced it would work. He was given 
permission to bring his troupe to the discarded 
Stonewall Jackson College for Women, where he 
could house the actors in the old Abingdon Opera 
House, and he could present the plays. (See Barter 
Facilities for a history of the building.) So he loaded 
up 22 performers and a bit of scenery in a boxcar 
and headed for Abingdon.  
    The opening night production was entitled After 
Tomorrow, and there was a full house. The first 
ticket was purchased with a small pig, which 
squealed so loudly they tied him out front as a 
barker. The local barber brought his clippers, combs 
and razor and gave haircuts to the actors for his 
admission. Others brought corn, pickles, preserves, 
bacon, apples and cakes to barter for their tickets. 
Tradition says that by the end of the end of the first 
season, the Barter Company cleared $4.35 in cash, 
two barrels of jelly and a collective weight gain of 
over 300 pounds.  
    In the early years, the box office had to contend 
with some interesting scenarios. One man tried to 
stuff a dead rattlesnake through the ticket window. 
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The frightened ticket seller didn’t want to accept it, 
but the man talked her into it with the argument that 
the paper said they were going to accept anything 
good to eat and that “rattlers is good vittles.” One 
man brought a cow, asked the price of the seats, 
milked the cow to the required ticket value, sent the 
animal home and proceeded to enjoy the show he 
had purchased. 
    The actors weren’t the only ones to receive 
payment in edibles. Early on the custom was 
established to pay the playwrights their royalty fees 
in Virginia hams. Clare Booth Luce was the 
recipient of a ham for rights to The Women as were 
other playwrights Noel Coward, Tennessee Williams 
and Thornton Wilder. One exception was George 
Bernard Shaw, a vegetarian, who bartered the rights 
to his plays for fresh spinach. This “crazy idea” of 
Robert Porterfield’s turned out to be just crazy 
enough to be successful. Al Hirschfield produced a 
cartoon of Barter’s Box Office showing patrons 
lined up with their produce and livestock to barter. 
Porterfield is represented in the crowd as well. The 
cartoon appeared in the Drama Section of the New 
York Times in 1939. Comedian Fred Allen quipped, 
“Along about Labor Day, if Bob wants to tell 
whether he’s had a successful season, he just weighs 
his actors.”  
    Porterfield was able to secure so much publicity 
and cooperation for the fledgling theatre primarily 
because it was such a novel idea and secondly 
because of his own personal charm and enthusiasm. 
Barter Theatre might have had a short history 
indeed, were it not for one crazy idea in the mind of 
a unemployed actor/showman/promoter. He was that 
and more. He combined down-home Southern 
chivalry and folksy charm with sophisticated theatre 
experience and New York drive and ambition. He 
worked tirelessly for his actors, his staff and his 
theatre. He was also a husband and father and the 
owner of a working farm. Yet for all his many 
interests, he fundamentally was a people person–a 
man who loved meeting and mingling and talking 
with people from Presidents and First Ladies and 
legislators to the bib-overalled farmers that lingered 
in the Abingdon Feed Store. While encouraging 
people was his forte, he was also able to knock them 
down a peg or two when he felt the occasion 
warranted it. “Take your work seriously but not 
yourself, I say again and again. Sometimes when an 

actor forgets that I present him without comment, a 
rhinestone-studded heel. He knows then that I think 
he has acted like one,” Porterfield said. He found the 
heel at the bottom of a box of unclaimed articles sent 
to Barter by a hat-check girl at Sardi’s restaurant and 
kept it ever afterward.  
    He was the quintessential Renaissance man, one 
part Southern gentleman, one part hustler, several 
parts Madison Avenue advertising genius. Among 
his many ideas for promotions was the creation of 
the Barter Theatre Award. The first one was 
presented to Laurette Taylor in 1939. The award 
consisted of an acre of land on the side of a 
mountain in Virginia; two summer theatre jobs for 
young actors and a suitably inscribed platter. Barter 
was the recipient of awards as well. In 1946 it was 
named as the State Theatre of Virginia, the first 
theatre to be so named and in 1948 it received the 
Antoinette Perry Award (Tony) recognizing Barter 
as one of the forerunners in the professional regional 
theatre movement. 
    Over the years Barter helped to launch the careers 
of literally hundreds of talented designers, directors 
and actors, many of them very new to this art form 
known as theatre. Employees like Owen Phillips and 
Pearl Hayter who worked mainly in the background 
to acting greats like Ernest Borgnine, Hume Cronyn, 
Gregory Peck and Patricia Neal. The list of alumni 
from Barter Theatre is impressive and remains one 
of the aspects of the theatre’s history that most 
people know the best.  

    Many people worried that when Robert Porterfield 
died in 1971, that Barter would die with him. Thanks 
to the able leadership of The Barter Foundation and 
Rex Partington, who assumed the role of director, 
that was not the case. Partington continued in that 
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capacity until his retirement in 1992. Richard Rose 
took over as Producing Artistic Director at Barter in 
1993 and remains as only the third Artistic Director 
in Barter’s 65-year history. 
    In the last several years, Barter Theatre has 
entered a new era. The attendance at all programs 
has more than doubled since 1992. The 
programming has expanded to 11 months of the year 
and the Summer Repertory Season was revived, 
offering four plays during the peak tourism season. 
Barter received an NEA project grant and a Shubert 
Foundation Grant both for the first time in its 
history. The theatre participated in the first 
international exchange with Rybinsk, Russia and 
took a production of Doctor, Doctor to New York. 
All the Barter administrative offices and ticket 
offices were fully computerized and Barter Theatre 
now has a vital presence on the Internet. 
    Programming, actor’s accommodations, props, 
grants, these are all areas that Barter has grown, but 
it is the people in the history of Barter that have 
made it special. From its founder, to the locals who 
hauled food from their gardens to see a play, to the 
designers, apprentices, interns, actors and 
administrative staff–the people associated with 
Barter Theatre have all been part of making a dream 
come true and maintaining that dream. After 65 
glorious, chaotic, exciting, nerve-wracking years, the 
dream, the “crazy idea,” the legend that is Barter 
Theatre, continues.  
 

Barter Theatre  
 

    Constructed in 1831 as a new location for Sinking 
Springs Presbyterian Church, the building known as 
Barter Theatre, located at 133 W. Main Street, is the 
second oldest performing arts theatre in the United 
States, predated only by the Walnut Street Theatre in 
Philadelphia. The property served as a church until 
1835 when the congregation split and the building 
became the property of the Sons of Temperance. 
Hosting performances and social events, which were 
meant to be alternatives to activities that included 
alcohol, the building became known as the 
Temperance Hall or the “opera house.” A tunnel 
once ran from the Martha Washington Inn to the 
basement under Barter Theatre. The hotel, which 
was then a school, was used as a hospital for 
Confederate troops during the Civil War. Munitions 

were reportedly smuggled to troops through the 
hospital and out the tunnel back into the fields 
behind the theatre. When the Union soldiers 
discovered the tunnel, a Confederate soldier was 
killed at the Barter end of the tunnel. Some still 
insist that his ghost lingers there at night even 
though the tunnel is now caved in and both ends 
closed up.  
    In 1900, the building title was transferred to the 
town of Abingdon, to be used as a “town hall for the 
benefit of the citizenry.” The town made 
improvements, which consisted of enclosing the 
back porch to provide two levels of offices and 
rooms. The words “Town Hall” were etched into 
rock and placed into existing brick on the facade of 
the building. In addition to offices, the town used the 
building as a fire hall. It was equipped with a fire 
siren that sounded any time of the day or night. 
When Barter began utilizing the building as its 
theatre space, the actors were instructed to freeze 
their positions on stage and to resume the action 
when the alarm was silent. In addition the 
performers had to contend with the occasional 
squealing pig or clucking hen, which were bartered 
and housed temporarily in the box office. As if all 
this noise wasn’t enough to contend with, the town 
jail was located directly underneath the stage. Shows 
were occasionally halted by the prisoners shouting 
up to the actors on the stage. The jail space was later 
used as a holding area for dogs suspected of rabies 
but eventually it was converted into dressing room 
space.  
    In 1953, Barter’s founder, Robert Porterfield, 
managed to retrieve a host of furnishings from the 
Empire Theatre in New York which was being torn 
down. Porterfield rented a truck, and secured all the 
strong backs he could find to transport the Empire’s 
golden chandeliers, red velvet tapestries, seats, 
carpeting and several paintings back to Abingdon. 
The candelabra and its 500 bulbs continues to light 
the main theatre. One very historic item that was 
rescued from the wrecker’s ball was a lighting 
control board that was signed by Thomas Edison. It 
was in use until 1978 and is still owned by Barter. 
The portraits included one of actor Dennis King in 
The Three Muskateers, one of actress Katherine 
Cornell which served as a set decoration in a play by 
Luigi Pirandello and one of actress Maude Adams, 
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the original Peter Pan. The value of this haul was 
estimated at $75,000.00.  
 

About the Renovation 
 

    Barter Theatre remained relatively unchanged 
from ‘53 until 1996 when it received a 1.7 million 
dollar renovation. The sculptures surrounding the 
lighting fixtures from the Empire were created by 
Mary Filapek, in the Barter production building. The 
design for the new seat covers was created by Peyton 
Boyd, and were based on the fleur-de-lis design used 
on the Empire’s seats and the Charles Vess design of 
the Barter logo. There are a total of 40,000 stitches 
on each embroidered pattern. The embroidery was 
donated by Lebanon Apparel.  
    The draperies in the lobby were designed by 
Amanda Alridge, Pat Van Horn and Amy Fansler of 
the costume shop. The stained glass circular window 
on the facade of the building was crafted by 
Abingdon artist Allen Boyd. Improvements were 
made the heating and cooling of the building and 
sight lines were improved. Contributions for the 
renovation were made by many local businesses and 
individuals and the result was a stunning theatre with 
elegant bordeaux colored furnishings throughout. 
The main stage boasts a 508 proscenium stage with 
the state of the art sound and lighting system. Barter 
now has a theatre facility that would not be out of 
place in any performing arts center in the world. The 
fact that it is located in Abingdon, this historic town 
that is the jewel of Southwest Virginia is what 
makes Barter Theatre both wonderful and unique.  
 

Barter Stage II 
 

    Barter Stage II is a smaller theatre located 
diagonally across the street from the main stage on a 
small plot of land that is owned by Barter and is 
commonly referred to as the “Barter Green.” The 
building dates back to 1829 when it was built as a 
Methodist church. A doorway that existed in the 
original structure and was later filled in, was used as 
an entrance for slaves who were permitted only in 
the balcony of the church.  
    The building later became a chapter house for the 
Stonewall Jackson Female Institute’s literary 
societies. It was the only building of the school not 
to be destroyed by a fire in 1914. It was later used by 

Martha Washington College as a gymnasium and 
storage area. Permission was obtained in 1961 to 
begin using the building to present additional plays. 
From that time until 1978, the building staged 
children’s plays and newer, more avant garde works. 
It continued in this vein, until 1981 when it became 
necessary to perform some restoration on the aging 
facility. The facility was fully renovated as a theatre 
in 1997. The structure now seats 141 patrons. It 
contains a “thrust stage” in which the stage literally 
juts or thrusts out into the audience and is 
surrounded on three sides by seating. New heating 
and cooling units were installed during the 
renovation and padded seats brought in to replace 
the wooden ones, which were formerly utilized. 
Intimate, yet comfortable, the emphasis at Stage II is 
not on elaborate sets or costumes. It requires the 
actors to focus entirely on their communication, 
which results in some of the most powerful and 
dramatic performances to be found at Barter.  
 
Additional Barter Theatre Information and 
Photography is available by contacting: 
 
Debbie Addison, Marketing Director 
Barter Theatre 
PO Box 867; Abingdon, VA 24212 
276-619-3311 
email: debaddison@bartertheatre.com 
website: www.bartertheatre.com  t 
 
 

Reginald Holden Thayer 
1921 - 2004 

 
THAYER, REGINALD H. - Decorated Veteran and 
long-time Palisades resident. Reginald H. Thayer, 
Jr., a retired insurance executive and 47-year 
resident of Palisades, died Monday, November 8, at 
Nyack Hospital. He was 83. The cause of death was 
complications from a fall, his wife, Dorothy, said. 
Mr. Thayer was born July 29, 1921 in Yonkers. He 
was educated in the Yonkers public school system, 
graduating in 1939 and entering Columbia 
University that year. In December 1941, days after 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Mr. Thayer enlisted in 
the U.S. Army Air Corps and served until the end of 
WWII as a B-17 bombardier, flying a record 79 
missions over Europe. He was discharged in 1945 

mailto:debaddison@barterhouse.com
www.barterhouse.com


7 

and returned to Columbia, graduating in 1947. He 
was recalled to active duty by the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean War, and served as a bombing 
and navigation instructor. For his service, he was 
awarded an Air Medal with 14 oak leaf clusters, 
seven battle stars, and the Distinguished Flying 
Cross. Mr. Thayer’s unique military career drew the 
attention of historians and military journalists. He 
was the author of a chapter (“Statistical Aberration”, 
p. 169), in the book, “High Honor”, published in 
1989 by Stuart Leuthner and Oliver Jensen 
(Smithsonian Institution Press). Following the war, 
Mr. Thayer entered the insurance profession, retiring 
in 1986 as a vice president at the Marsh and 
McLennan brokerage firm. For over 45 years, Mr. 
Thayer was an active member of his community, 
serving on various boards, including as president of 
the Palisades Free Library, and, briefly, as Deputy 
Supervisor of the Town of Orangetown in the early 
1990s. A memorial service will be held Sunday, 
November 21, 4-5 pm, at the Palisades Community 
Ctr., 675 Oak Tree Rd., Palisades, NY. Mr. Thayer 
is survived by his wife, Dorothy, of Palisades; his 
daughters, Karen Reina of Pearl River and Nina 
McDonald of Belfast, ME; his sisters, Kay Baker of 
Reno, NV, and Elizabeth Sansalone of Yonkers; and 
his grandchildren, David and Elizabeth Reina. Mr. 
Thayer’s family asks that all donations in his 
memory be made to the Palisades Free Library, 
Closter Rd., Palisades, NY  10964.  
 
Obituary appeared in The Journal News, of 
Westchester, Rockland, and Putnam Counties, New 
York. Graciously supplied by Reginald’s daughter, 
Karen (Thayer) Reina, forwarded to the editor by 
Madora Allin Thayer Boyd.  t 
 
 

Thayer’s leadership aided groups 
By Jeanne Leeson 

For the Beaverton Valley Times 
 

ames Thayer is accustomed to using his 
business knowledge and his leadership to make 
things happen. 

    For more than 50 years, Thayer and his wife, Pat, 
operated the West Coast’s largest privately owned 
office products store. Thayer also used his business 
skills and experience to help several civic 
organizations and committees. 

    Thayer also is a retired brigadier general in the 
U.S. Army Reserve who has traveled the globe on 
missions to boost troop morale. 
    And, to top all that off, one of this fours sons is 
the lead guitarist for the megastar rock group Kiss. 
    It all started five decades ago when the Thayers 
opened J. Thayer Office Products on Southwest Beth 
Street near the old Beaverton Post Office. 
    “Pat and I remember so well. Our first sale was 
$45. The population of Beaverton was 1,900,” James 
Thayer said. 
    When the post office moved, the Thayers also 
moved and built a much larger building on 
Southwest First Street, diagonally across the street 
from the new Beaverton Post Office.  
    Residents enjoyed the welcome given them at the 
store and it grew. When the Thayers sold the 
business two years ago, it was the largest privately 
owned office products company on the West Coast. 
    Thayer and his sons also did a large wholesale 
business, employing 400, selling tables, chairs, 
cabinets and files from their warehouse in Tualatin 
to almost every new business in Washington County. 
That included the big name companies, like Nike, 
Tektronix, Intel and Hewlett-Packard.  
 

Lending expertise 
 

    Other regional leaders recognized Thayer’s 
business genius and sought his help. When Tuality 
Healthcare in Hillsboro had leadership, financial, 
personnel and money problems, Thayer, chairman of 
the hospital’s board, talked with creditors, visited 
patients, fought off a potential nurses’ strike, talked 
with volunteers and even scrubbed with surgeons to 
turn things around. 
    Thayer also was the president of the Oregon 
Historical Society in 1986. He was president of the 
Oregon Episcopal Bishops Foundation. He led the 
Port of Portland Commission (the first person 
outside of Portland to serve on the commission). He 
was on the board of the World Affairs Council in 
Portland. He also served on Reed College’s board of 
directors. 
    He also is a director of the Lewis and Clark 
Bicentennial Commission and on the board of 
trustees at the Oregon Graduate Institute for Science 
and Technology. He is a member of the Evergreen 
Aviation board of trustees and a part of the 

J
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Washington County Historical Society’s board of 
stewards. 
    While working with Reed College, Thayer helped 
boost the school’s endowment fund from $2 million 
to $250 million. 
    In 1986, he was president of the Beaverton Area 
Chamber of Commerce and a board member of the 
Beaverton City Library. 
    He also served on the governor’s Oregon Korean 
Economic Cooperation Committee. 
    How did he have time to be involved in so many 
organizations, boards and committees?  
    “Once I’ve helped a group where my expertise is 
useful, I like to turn the job over to someone else,” 
Thayer said. “There’s no use to hang on forever for 
the prestige.” 
 

A soldier’s soldier 
 

    His military honors include the Silver and Bronze 
Stars and the Combat Infantry Badge. These came in 
World War II where Thayer, then 23 and a second 
lieutenant in the 14th Infantry regiment entered 
Austria in May 1945. It was a gruesome experience, 
he said, as thousands of Austrians and others lay 
dead and others were injured and hungry. 
    Thayer recently retired as a brigadier general in 
the U.S. Army Reserve. In this capacity he was sent 
overseas to answer questions and talk with troops to 
help build the morale of those serving the country. 
    A letter from a soldier in Bosnia praised Thayer as 
“a soldier’s soldier.” 
    “Somehow what you said and did gave us 
confidence because you really are a soldier’s soldier 
and understand what combat far from home is like,” 
the soldier wrote after one of Thayer’s visits. 
    Although he is retired, Thayer is still asked to 
meet with combat troops headed for overseas duty. 
    Not surprisingly, he is still actively involved as a 
civilian aide to the secretary of the Army. 
     

Son’s success 
 

    The walls of Thayer’s home office are covered 
with plaques, awards and pictures. One photo shows 
him with Dick Cheney in 1992 when he came to 
speak at the World Affairs Council in Portland. 

    Two of Thayer’s sons, Jim and John, are still in 
the office products business. A third son, Mike, 
owns two vineyards. 
    “And Tom, our fourth son, is the lead guitarist for 
Kiss,” Thayer said. “His mother is responsible for 
his success. When Tom was a Sunset High School 
student, he wanted to study guitar. She encouraged 
him , found good teachers. She did a wonderful job.” 
    Because of that talent, Thayer smiled, “Tom earns 
more than anyone in the family.” 
 
Article originally appeared in the Beaverton Valley 
Times, April 1, 1994. t 
 
 

Tommy Thayer 
 

ommy Thayer was born on November 7th, 
1960 in Portland, Oregon. Picking up the 
guitar at 13, Tommy immediately knew he 

was destined to live the rock and roll dream. 

 
l-r: Brothers Tommy, John, Mike, and Jim Thayer  

 
    His passion for 70s hard rock led to a slew of 
garage bands which eventually evolved into Black 
‘N Blue, who were subsequently signed to Geffen 
Records. 
    Tommy co-wrote a majority of the songs on the 
four Black ‘N Blue releases, with record sales 
reaching over one million worldwide. 

T 
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    In the course of his time touring with Black ‘N 
Blue, he crossed paths with KISS. 
    As a 15-year member of the KISS family, Tommy 
has participated in numerous musical projects both 
as a sounding board and at times as a musical 
contributor. 
    He’s credited with production on the first volume 
of the 9 pound KISStory books, coordinated and 
managed the official 1995 Worldwide KISS 
Convention tour, directed & produced the double-
platinum Second Coming DVD longform, and 
created the opening title montage featured in New 
Line Cinema’s Detroit Rock City. 
 

 
Tommy in KISS wardrobe 

 
    Tommy has co-written songs with KISS including 
“Betrayed” “The Street Giveth & The Street Taketh 
Away” from 1989’s Hot in the Shade and 
“Childhood’s End” from Carnival of Souls. 
    In preparation for the KISS Alive Worldwide 
Reunion tour in 1996, Tommy worked with Ace 

Frehley, assisting in his review and relearning of his 
signature guitar solos and guitar parts. 
 
    In Ace Frehley’s absence in early 2002, Tommy 
donned the Spaceman persona for three KISS 
performances, including a KISS concert in Jamaica, 
March 6, 2002, a KISS/That 70s Show national TV 
campaign on FOX TV, March 21, 2002 and KISS’ 
nationally televised primetime performance on Dick 
Clark’s American Bandstand 50th Anniversary show 
on ABC, April 19, 2002. 
 
    Tommy has continued work on the production of 
many other KISS film and video projects that 
include VH-1 KISS Beyond The Make-up TV 
special, Showtime Entertainment’s pay-per-view 
The Last KISS and the much anticipated 
forthcoming KISS Symphony DVD and pay-per-
view coming later in 2003. 
 
    In early 2003 with Tommy securely in the lead 
guitar spot, KISS announced it would join forces 
with the 60-piece Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
for a one-off extravaganza at the Telstra Dome in 
Melbourne Australia. This spectacular concert was 
recorded and filmed in front of 40,000 rabid fans in 
Melbourne, Australia and was released worldwide as 
a pay-per-view, CD and DVD later in the year. 
 
    A subsequent KISS Japanese tour in March was 
next, all in preparation for the monumental KISS-
Aerosmith tour that kicked off in summer 2003, 
setting sales records and was a top grossing tour of 
the year in Pollstar Magazine.  
 
    Tommy and KISS will be hit the road again in 
May 2004 starting their Rock The Nation Tour 2004. 
Opening in Australia, the tour will continue on to 
Japan and then back to the USA in mid-June. 
 
    For more information on Tommy, log onto 
www.tommythayer.com   
 
    Bio and pictures submitted by Tommy Thayer, 
forwarded by his father, James Burdett Thayer. 
Tommy’s lineage is as follows: Tommy11, James 
Burdett10, James Garfield9, Pliny Burdett8, Pliny 
Warner7, Joseph6-5-4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1 
THAYER.  t 

www.tommythayer.com
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Thayer Magic 
 

asically, the name Floyd Thayer is probably 
as famous within the magic world as 
Sylvanus Thayer is at West Point! Floyd 

Thayer started Thayer Manufacturing Company in 
1902 (I attended the 100 year anniversary party, 
where I was treated as something of a celebrity!) It 
has changed ownership several times over the years, 
and is known today as Owen Magic Supreme, in 
Duarte California. If you go to their website, you can 
get the brief history there, www.owenmagic.com 
(look under history, and you’ll see the famous 
Thayer Mfg. logo).  
    Practically anyone who is involved in the magic 
business has heard of Floyd and Thayer 
Manufacturing, and today a piece of original Thayer 
magic is a collector’s item. There are several large 
collections out there, (I think David Copperfield has 
one of them), and if you are lucky enough to find 
something out on eBay, the price will most likely go 
into the thousands. 
    I’m Rich Thayer, and Leslie Smith, owner of 
Owen Magic Supreme (aka Thayer Magic) 
forwarded me your email searching for information 
about Floyd Thayer, founder of Thayer Magic. 
    I’d be happy to share any information you might 
need to get your article together, and I can assist you 
in getting whatever information Owen Magic might 
provide. I have a close relationship to Les and 
Gertrude Smith, current owners of Owen. Les 
Gertrude and I even made a trip out to Vermont and 
Massachusetts trudging through numerous 
graveyards a few years back to research the family. 
    Floyd was my great-uncle. Briefly, my lineage is 
my father, Merrit Sidney Thayer, and then his father, 
Alton Merritt Thayer. Alton and Floyd G. Thayer 
were brothers. 
    Alton and Floyd’s father was Merritt W. Thayer, 
(wife Mattie) then Daniel Thayer (wife Flavilla 
Holbrook), then Daniel Thayer (wife Nancy 
Mendall), then Edward Thayer (wife Rachel 
Woodward), then David Thayer, (wife Dorothy 
Blanchard), then Cornelius, Richard, Richard.  
    NOTE: from Daniel Sr, on back, the information 
comes from the famous (infamous) early Thayer 
record, so I’d love to have the Thayer historian 
(Patricia?) correct me! 

    There are several Floyd Thayer biographies out 
there, including several magazine articles, and at 
least one book. You won’t stumble over the book, 
since it’s basically a collectors’ item, (and is 
probably about $175.)  
    Since my branch of the family is so small 
(basically going back 3 or 4 generations, I can’t find 
any “Thayer cousins”). My father was an only child, 
my grandfather was one of 2 children, Floyd had no 
descendants, etc., so it’s kinda lonely out here! If 
you stumble onto anyone (legitimate) who is less 
than a 4th cousin, let me know! 
    Anyway, I’m glad to help, and doubly so since 
I’m a Thayer. Floyd’s story is a very interesting one, 
and perhaps there are some other Thayer’s out there 
who might be interested (especially those involved 
in magic).  
  
    Sincerely, Rich Thayer 
 
    Editor’s note: In my correspondence with Jerry 
Thayer regarding Floyd, Jerry was able to provide 
his lineage: Floyd Gerald8, Merritt W.7, Daniel6-5, 
Edward4-3, William2, Nathaniel1 THAYER. Since 
some of Rich’s data did come from the Bezaleel 
Genealogy, here is a more detailed lineage: 
    Floyd Gerald Thayer b. 18 Jul 1877 Whitingham, 
Windham, VT; d. 29 Jul 1959 Los Angeles, CA; 
married before 1910 Jennie Ida Gipson b. 14 Sep 
1872 IL; d. 7 Jul 1951 Los Angeles, CA. 
    Notes for Floyd: BIRTH: Vermont Vital 
Records. CENSUS: 1900 Pasadena, Los Angeles, 
CA, with wife’s stepfather, Stephen E. Gipson; 1910 
Pasadena, Los Angeles, CA, with him is mother, 
Alton M; 1920 Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA with 
the couple is Floyd’s mother-in-law, Sanira 
Gipson. DEATH: CA Death Index, calls mother 
CHASE. 
    Notes for Jennie: She is called “Ida Jennie” in 
1900 and Jennie I. in 1920. DEATH: CA Death 
Index, Jennie Ida, daughter of Stephen E. GIPSON 
& Sanira McCORD. 
 
The lineage that we have for Floyd is: 
1. Floyd Gerald Thayer (1877-1959) md Jennie Ida 
Gipson 
2. Merritt W. Thayer (1850- ) md Mattie E. Cheney 
3. Daniel Thayer (1801-1857) md Flavilla Holbrook 
4. Daniel Thayer (1775-1857) md Nancy Mendell 

B

www.owenmagic.com
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5. Edward Thayer (1736-1776) md Rachel 
Woodward 
6. Edward Thayer (abt 1705-1766) md Elizabeth 
Woodward (this is different from the Bezaleel 
Genealogy) 
7. William Thayer (abt 1680-1762) md Sarah 
Bobbot 
8. Nathaniel Thayer (1640-abt 1725) md Abigail 
Harvey (this is immigrant ancestor)  t 

 
 
 

President’s Ramblings 
 

REGIONALIZATION 
    As we begin 2005, TFA is about to set forth on a 
new challenge. I have suggested to the Board of 
Directors that we regionalize into 12 regions. I will 
attempt to find a person from each region to lead that 
region in communication and a gathering of Thayer 
Families Association members between the annual 
meetings. 
    After many e-mails from Board members we have 
decided to attempt to accomplish this by the annual 
meeting in July. These regional advisors will be in 
communication with the board throughout the year. 
They will not be Board members, but rather advisers 
to the board regarding future plans for annual 
meetings, as well as ways in which we can reach out 
to other Thayer’s located in their regions. 
    My hope is that this will encourage other Thayer 
groups to work in cooperation with us as we gather 
together as families. I also hope that this 
regionalization will lead us to new leadership within 
TFA, which in turn will lead to new ideas and 
growth. 
    I am listing the proposed regions at the conclusion 
of these ramblings and I hope that as you read this 
you might consider being that point person for your 
area. You will NOT be left out there by yourself. I 
am willing to work with anyone who chooses to be 
this regional advisor, to gather names and addresses 
and to help organize a gathering of TFA members in 
your area. 
    I truly believe that this is the next step in making 
TFA a viable, growing association. Please consider 
volunteering to be the regional advisor in your area. 
If you should have any questions, or wish to 
volunteer, please call me or e-mail me ASAP.  

 
ANNUAL MEETING 

    Are you ready for a wonderful time of fellowship, 
celebrating, and gathering? I cannot wait. One of our 
cousins, Garland Thayer, has planned a great event 
for our annual meeting in July. Plan on attending, 
you will not regret it. Details of this year’s annual 
meeting and family gathering are located in this TQ. 
Send your reservations in NOW! See you there! 
Sincerely, 
Russ Thayer, President, TFA 
 

Regional Districts 
Region 1: ME, NH, VT, MA, CT, RI  
Region 2: NY, PA, NJ 
Region 3: DC, MD, DE, WV, VA 
Region 4: KY, NC, SC, FL, AL, TN, GA 
Region 5: OH, MI, IN 
Region 6: IL, WI, IA, MN 
Region 7: MS, LA, AR, TX, OK 
Region 8: KS, MO, NE 
Region 9: NM, AR, CO, UT 
Region 10: MT, SD, ND, WY, ID 
Region 11: CA, NV, HI 
Region 12: WA, OR, AK 
    If you have question or comments about the 
regions or would like to contact for another matter, I 
can be contacted at: 
 
P.O. Box 83 
New Harbor, ME  04554 
Telephone: (207) 677-2598 
Email: crt42@tidewater.net  t 
 
     

Historian’s Report Feb 2002 
by Patricia Thayer Muno 

 
A Special Thank You! 
 
    It has always been my feeling that if I am doing 
good deeds, that my needs will be met. Well, those 
needs were recently met in the form of TFA 
member, Shirley (Gardner) Hansen, whose 
generous monetary contribution made it possible for 
me to obtain a much-needed new computer monitor. 
I thank you, Shirley, and in behalf of the TFA, 
Thayers everywhere thank you! 

mailto:crt42@tidewater.net
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    Volume IV of A Comprehensive Genealogy of 
the Thayer Family of America - Descendants of 
Richard Thayer, Immigrant to America 1641 
(Through His Grandson Nathaniel3 and Cornelius3, 
Richard2-1, and his son Nathaniel2, Richard1) -- “well 
worth waiting for!” 
 
    The wrapping up of the formatting of Volume IV 
of a Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America is going very well. I expect to 
have copies of this latest volume available in July for 
the Thayer reunion in Abingdon, VA. We have been 
holding off a bit for the receiving of a few important 
old photographs. Following these inclusions we will 
generate an inclusive index, which will span over 
100 pages, finalize the table of contents and 
electronically prepare the book for the printer in 
addition to creating a new cover for the bindery. 
 
    This second volume of the immigrant Richard 
Thayer’s descendants (Volume IV) is very unique 
and will prove to be the largest “comprehensive” 
volume of just fewer than 1000 pages. After reading 
the 760 pages of Volume IV and the special 
additions, a strong sense of pride cannot help but 
build within the reader.  
 
    Here are some of the “special inclusions”: Life in 
early Braintree; Barbados: The Journey of “no 
return”; 5 pages of research references for further 
exploration; Appendix A: Information from the 
deeds of 1600’s; Appendix B: Ancient Ironworks of 
Braintree “first in America”; Appendix C: Jack 
Borland Thayer’s rare unabridged personal account 
of his survival and loss of father on the “Sinking of 
the Titanic” (The riveting details once printed for 
close family members only, is now being shared 
within Vol. IV for all Thayer descendants. Read 
about what some Titanic engineers could hardly 
believe.); Appendix D: Reprint of the 1929 
newspaper article on the Lancaster, Massachusetts 
Thayers, 12th of a series of on New England’s great 
industrial families; The historically renown Brazilian 
Thayer Expedition of 1865; The legacy of John Eliot 
Thayer; and 15 generations with special notes of 
Thayer descendants in America. Over 130 old 
photographs  are included. Over 310 individuals 
have contributed to this volume and are credited! 
Our journey continues… 

    Looking ahead to the Descendants of 
THOMAS Thayer publications …needs to begin 
now! 
 
    I would like to invite all to send your Thayer 
photos for the descendants of Thomas Thayer the 
immigrant, to me now. I am extending the inclusion 
date of old photos down to the year 1930. Please 
take your photos to a reputable copy center and have 
them copied on a COLOR LASER copier and send 
the copies to my home address OR you can scan 
your photos in at least 300 DPI (dots per inch) on a 
scanner and save them in a JPEG file format and 
then send as a file attachment to 
DonMuno@aol.com Patricia Thayer Muno 3618 N. 
225 E. North Ogden, UT. 84414. As Dickens once 
wrote: “God Bless you one and all.” 
 
   Don and I will be attending the reunion this year in 
Abingdon, I look forward to meeting and seeing 
everyone there! 

 

 
 

Three NEW Family Representatives! 
 
    In the last Thayer Quarterly newsletter issue, new 
Family Representative, Charles Kingsley Thayer 
was introduced as a new Family Representative. 
Right after submitting that information to our editor, 
I was informed by Charles’ wife, Elizabeth “Liz” 
(WARE) Thayer, that she would be the one doing 
the “work.”   
 

 
Family Representatives Liz and Chuck Thayer 

mailto:donmuno@aol.com
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Charles and Liz, representing the descendants of 
Charles’ grandparents, Ralph Melbourne 
THAYER and Florence Wilson HART. The 
majority of their descendants settled in California, 
but some also settled in OH, WI, and IL. Chuck’s 
lineage: Charles Kingsley11, (Charles Kingsley10, 
Frank Curtis9 (Atherton8, Zabdiel7, Elkanah6, 
Thomas5, John4-3, Thomas2-1) THAYER.    
 
    Liz has some really exciting Thayer stories 
coming up for us. Watch for a forthcoming article on 
“Mel” Thayer and his restaurant, “Thornbury 
Hall,” which was opened in 1933 during the 
Chicago World’s Fair! Chuck and Liz can be 
contacted at CKThayers@worldnet.att.net 
 

 
Donald Wayne Thayer, of Lower Gwynedd, PA 
has agreed to take on the monumental task in serving 
as the Family Representative for the  
 

 
 
descendants of James THAYER and Nancy 
NANCE. James6 THAYER was born about 1775, 
probably in Providence, RI. He was the son of 
Abner5 (Nathaniel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER and Silence5 (Benjamin4, Samuel3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER. James, and a 
brother Daniel, moved to the Uwharrie Valley 
(Randolph County) in central North Carolina. He 
first shows up there in the census of 1800. 
 

    James and Nancy were the parents of five 
daughters and six sons: Daniel, Tempy, Serena, 
Benjamin M., Raymond, James, Wyatt Nance, 
Elizabeth, Nancy, Lovey, and Abner W. Thayer. 
Their sons Benjamin, Wyatt and Abner have a 
considerable progeny.    

 
Family Representative, Dr. Donald Wayne Thayer 

 
    States Don: “I have copies of most of the families 
land deeds, at least in Randolph County, NC, and 
have found most of the graves and photographed the 
stones. The evidence for James Thayer’s birth date 
and death come from census records and also the 
fact that Nancy Thayer was, head of household in 
the 1840 census and from property transfer, Book 20 
pg 185-186 Randolph Co. N.C., of 165 acres to 
William K. Wood Nov. 20, 1835 by Nancy Thayer 
which would seem to indicate the death of James 
prior to Nov. 1835… There are about 2700 
individuals in my James Thayer Sr. file, including 
the descendants of the daughters. I have been a 
member of TFA for about a year and half.   
 
    I retired from the USDA, Agricultural Research 
Service in January 2003. I still am writing papers 
and doing a little consulting. I was Research Leader 
for the Food Safety Intervention Technologies 
Research Unit with a staff of about 35 scientists and 
support personnel. Most of my personal research 
since coming to the USDA from the National Science 
Foundation in 1981 has been in the area of food 
irradiation. I have published 2 books and about 200 
research papers.” 
 
    Don’s paternal lineage:  Donald Wayne10 (Robert 
Page9, Nearus Mendenhall8, Wyatt Nance7, James6, 
Abner5, Nathaniel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER. 
 
    More about Dr. Donald W. Thayer:  
    Dr. Donald W. Thayer is a consultant to industry 
on food irradiation, food microbiology, and food 
safety. He was the Research Leader for the Food 
Safety and the Food Safety Intervention 
Technologies Research Units of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, 
Eastern Regional Research Center in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, from 1981 through 2002. The unit’s 

mailto:ckthayers@worldnet.att.net
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approximately 30 scientists conducted research to 
provide solutions to food safety problems in the 
areas of food irradiation, food chemistry, food 
technology and engineering, and food microbiology. 
He was selected in 2001 for promotion to a super 
grade scientific and professional position. He retired 
after 9 years as a university professor and 30 years 
of government service in January of 2003. 
 
    Dr. Thayer received his education at Kansas State 
(B.S. ‘62; M.S. ‘63) and Colorado State Universities 
(Ph.D. ‘66) before taking a position at the Naval 
Medical Research Institute in 1966. He joined the 
faculty of The Department of Biology at Texas Tech 
University in 1969 and was promoted to the rank of 
Professor of Biology in 1976 before being appointed 
as Director of the Applied Biology Program at the 
National Science Foundation in 1978. He has 
published extensively in the area of biochemistry, 
microbiology, and food irradiation (over 200 peer 
reviewed publications and edited 2 books) and has 
been honored by election to the American Academy 
of Microbiology and is the recipient of numerous 
awards including: the 1992 Colonel Rohland A. 
Isker Award from the Research and Development 
Associates for Military Food Packaging Systems; the 
1995 Outstanding Scientist of the Year Award from 
the Agricultural Research Service; the 1998 Julius 
Bauermann Lectureship Awardee of the Philadelphia 
Institute of Food Technologists; recipient of 2002 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Secretaries Honor 
Award; 2002 Biographee 57th Edition of Who’s 
Who in America; and 2003 Division of Agriculture 
and Food Chemistry, American Chemical Society, 
Advancement in the Application of Agricultural & 
Food Chemistry Award.  
 
    If you have information to share or queries for 
Don, he may be contacted at the following: 
Dr. Donald W. Thayer 
274 Almwich Place 
Lower Gwynedd, PA  19002-2018 
E-mail: dwscthayer@aol.com  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Family Representative, Janet (Thayer) Blickle 

 
    Please also welcome Janet (Thayer) Blickle as 
our Family Representative for the descendants of 
Erwin THAYER and Melinda Frances DODD. 
Erwin Thayer was born 15 Feb 1828 in Bethany, 
Cattaraugus, New York. A majority of his 
descendants settled in California, but were also to be 
found in IL, WI, MI, and OR. Erwin’s lineage: 
Erwin9 (Calvin8, Samuel7, Peter6-5, Thomas4-3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER. Janet has 
prepared for us the following short biographical 
sketch of herself and family:   
 
    I was born Dec. 4, 1950 at the Sacred Heart 
Hospital of Eugene, Ore. the third and last child of 
Charles Calvin (“Cal”) Thayer and Betty Jane 
Hendrickson Thayer. Of the five of us I am the only 
left handed one. My older brother Michael Jonathan 
was born in Hanford, California in 1947 where our 
parents lived after they were married in 1945. Dad 
wanted to be a farmer so he, mom, and Mike moved 
to the farm that they purchased in 1948 15 miles 
west of Junction City, Oregon. My Sister Susan 
Kathleen was born in 1949.   
 
    I graduated from Junction City High School in 
1969. I attended Lane Community College for one 
year and Northwest Christian College for two. I met 
my future husband at NCC. Bruce Blickle and I were 
married June of 1974. Our son Jeffrey Michael was 
born in Johnson City, TN while Bruce was attending 
Seminary at Emanuel School of Religion in 1977. 
Our daughter Pamela Jane was born in Portland, 
OR in 1979. I never completed college but all the 
wives of seminary students received PHT certificates 

mailto:dwscthayer@aol.com
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the year their husbands graduated. PHT stands for 
Putting Hubby Through. 
 
    I became interested in Thayer family history in 
1984/85. I cannot remember exactly what first 
caught my interest but it could have been my reading 
something of Sylvanus Thayer and West Point 
academy. We took weekly trips to the city library 
with our children. While the children were in their 
section of the library I would wonder to books that 
may have Thayer history in them. I started looking 
through the Who’s Who books, and from there I went 
to a local genealogy library.  
 
    While traveling from Illinois back home to OR, 
our family stopped in Walnut Grove, MN to visit the 
home of Laura Ingalls Wilder the author of the Little 
House on the Prairie books that was a popular TV 
series back then. While at the museum I was looking 
in the gift shop for a souvenir to take home and 
came across a book that told of Laura’s sister-in-law 
Eliza Jane Wilder who married Judge Thomas 
Judson Thayer of Franklin County NY in 1893.   
 
    When I learned of the Thayers being in Braintree, 
MA. I wrote a letter to the Braintree Historical 
Society and they forwarded my letter on to H. 
Hobart Holly who wrote to me. He was a 
tremendous help. 
 
    Before computers came into existence all I could 
do is visit the libraries. A few years later we 
purchased a computer but we had it for about 2 
years before I got up the courage to use it. In the 
early 1990’s my family gave me the Family Tree 
Maker computer program for Christmas. That 
program has been a great help to me, keeping all of 
my research and names straight. 
 
    If I could ever travel back in time I would go back 
to the 1800s. I enjoy watching western movies and 
TV shows. One thing I seem to notice while watching 
westerns is what the women are wearing. Sat. is my 
favorite day to watch TV because the Hallmark 
channel has westerns on from my childhood. One of 
my favorite TV programs while growing up was 
Wagon Train. A few years ago I learned from my 
mother that in 1853 my great-great-great 
grandparents Gersham VanAtta and Sarah Palmer 

VanAtta came across country in three wagons with 
seven children on the Macy trail and settled in Linn 
County, OR just a few miles north of where I am 
sitting typing this right now. That prompted me to 
research the Oregon Trail on the computer and I 
found two sites one in Kansas and the other in 
Wyoming that have actual 1 to 5 day wagon train 
trips. One of my goals, before I am 60, is to take a 
trip on a wagon train and experience first hand what 
our ancestors went through on their way to a new 
life.   
 
    My father was born in Hanford, CA in 1919 to 
Erwin Arthur and Lillie May (Robertson) Thayer. 
Erwin was born in Waucedah, MI in 1885 and lived 
in Iron Mountain, MI until he moved with his 
parents to Hanford, CA. His parents are William 
Calvin and Hannah Jane (Lamson) Thayer. 
William was born in Quincy, IL. In 1861 and 
Hannah was born in Owen Sound, Ontario, Canada 
1861. They met and married in Waucedah, MI in 
1883. Erwin’s sister Ruby May was born in 
Waucedah, MI in 1889 and lived just 3 months.   
 
    My Great-great grandparents were Erwin (NMN) 
Thayer and Melinda Frances Dodd. Erwin was born 
in Bethany, New York Feb. 15, 1828 and died in Iron 
Mountain, MI in 1892. Melinda Frances Dodd was 
born April 4, 1830 in Barren County, KY and died 
Oct. 29, 1899 in Marinette County WI. They were 
married Sept. 27, 1856 in Quincy IL and had six 
children between 1857-1873. 
 
    The first week of 
this New Year I 
started a Yahoo 
Group called the 
Thayer Family 
Journal. It is a 
group dedicated to 
the surname 
THAYER where we 
can connect with 
other Thayer’s as 
we share 
messages, submit 
queries, photos, 
discuss research, 
and chat as a 
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group or privately. 
To access the site write to me at: 
thayerfamilyjournal@yahoo.com I hope all of you 
will meet me there. 
 
    I have been asked by Tricia Muno to be a Thayer 
representative for Erwin THAYER and Melinda 
Frances DODD and I am very happy and excited to 
do so. 
 
    Janet’s lineage follows: Janet Claire13 (Calvin 
Charles12, Erwin Arthur11, William Calvin10, Erwin9, 
Calvin8, Samuel7, Peter6-5, Thomas4-3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER 
 
Janet Thayer Blickle 
3255 Gateway St. #24; Springfield, OR  97477 
Email: thayerfamilyjournal@yahoo.com 
 
    Join us at Janet’s exciting Thayer Family 
Journal and help us to build up this fun and exciting 
new Thayer site where we can connect with other 
Thayers as we can share our Thayer Heritage! Janet 
can help you get set up and signed onto the site as a 
new member by contacting her at the above email 
address. If you have information to share or queries 
for Janet, she can be reached at the address listed 
above. 
 

 
 

Did you know? 
 
    If the reader would refer back to the September 
2004 issue of the Thayer Quarterly newsletter, on 
page 16 there is an article entitled “Boston Fire 
Museum Offers a Cautionary Tale of City History” 
by Jon MacDougall (submitted by Beverly Thayer 
Colton). I felt it would be of interest to our readers to 
know that Ephraim Thayer, who is given credit for 
building the city’s first hand-powered fire pump 
(1792), was also the owner of the shop in South 
Boston which built the gun carriers which were 
outfitted on the USS Constitution (“Old Ironsides”).  
Ephraim Thayer was born 14 Oct 1749 in Braintree, 
the son of James THAYER and Deborah 
ARNOLD.  He married Rebecca POTTER in 1780 
and they were living in Boston by 1790. He was a 
Representative from Boston for 8 to 10 years. 

Family Representative, Daniel Upton, mentions 
there is information about Ephraim in the book 
Historic Sites and Famous People of Boston.      
Ephraim’s lineage follows:  Ephraim5 (James4, 
Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) THAYER. 
 

 
 
    The passing of Leona Faye “Lee” Thayer, wife of 
former TFA director, David Manville Thayer, is 
recorded in this obituary of 24 Feb 2004.  
 
An Ode to My Wife, Leona Faye Thayer - by David 
Manville Thayer 
 
“A garden dwells within my heart 
And there a single flower grows  
A heaven created work of art  
Like a perfect petal from a perfect rose” 
 
    The perfect rose now blooms in heaven. Leona 
Faye Thayer, a long time resident of Dundee who 
had recently moved to Nevis, Minnesota, died 
Sunday, February 22, 2004 at Sherman West Court 
in Elgin, Illinois of complications from Parkinson’s 
disease. She was 82. 
 
    Mrs. Thayer was born June 14, 1921 in Britt, 
Iowa, the daughter of George and Ethel Oakes. She 
lived in Iowa throughout her childhood years, 
moving to California after World War II to work for 
her cousin. She was living in Oakland, California 
when she fell in love with a young pilot named 
David Thayer, who had just returned from service 
overseas and who also happened to be from Iowa. 
David finally convinced the young Leona to say yes, 
and the two were united in marriage July 10, 1949. 
 
    After moving to the Chicago area with her new 
husband, Leona enjoyed her life as a homemaker 
while her husband flew for Delta Airlines. The 
family moved to Dundee in 1965, where she became 
known as “Lee” to her friends. Every summer the 
family traveled to their lake-front cabin in Northern 
Minnesota. As her husband commuted back and 
forth to Illinois for his job, Lee ensured her children 
had magical summers by the lake. 
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    After their children moved away from home, Lee 
and her husband began spending more time at their 
Minnesota property, and eventually built their 
retirement home there. Lee spent her later years at 
the lake, where she enjoyed occasional trips to the 
casinos to play the slot machines. Her husband was 
absolutely devoted to her, he wrote poetry for her 
and regularly left notes around the house telling Lee 
how much he loved her. 
    Mrs. Thayer is survived by her husband; three 
children, Cindy Thayer German, Rick (Chris) 
Thayer and Tracey (Wilson) Mohr. She was 
preceded in death by her parents. 
 

 
 
    A special note to my correspondents 
concerning Family Representatives. 
 
    Some of my correspondents have asked how they 
may help in the TFA by becoming one of my Family 
Representatives. It is by invitation only. I invite 
well-informed individuals to be responsible for 
being my “contact person” in their respective branch 
of the Thayer family. They need to be 
knowledgeable about the genealogical process and 
show a desire to continue to do so. They have to be 
members of the Thayer Families Association as I 
request that they serve as “Ambassadors” in helping 
to build up the association. Basically, they help in 
the collection of genealogical, historical and 
biographical data, and of photographs of the 
ancestors and descendants in their given line. They 
then share this information with me for preservation 
for future generations. Our representatives are 
encouraged to strengthen their family ties and when 
possible, hold family reunions. I hope to have an 
updated list in the not-too-distant future of all the 
Family Representatives and their lines of 
representation. 
 

To all Family Representatives 
    Do you have any updates to send along to me?? 
TFA members, do you have any new events in your 
family to report? How about new grandbabies?  
Please be sure that our membership chairman, Clint 
Thayer, has your most recent e-mail addresses! 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno  t 

Tsunami 26 Dec 2004 
Patong Beach Thailand 

by Rodney Lee Thayer 
 
    The world went into shock on 26 Dec 2004 as a 
tsunami devastated Southwest Asia and the Indian 
Peninsula. Many nations were affected, and as many 
as 310,000 people perished is this tragic event. One 
place affected by this was Patong Beach; this is my 
story from visiting the place about 3 weeks after the 
disaster. Some of this information comes from my 
friends who are there and witnessed this, from 
videotape coverage of the first day that I have seen, 
and from my observation. 
 
    For years I have traveled to the Thailand, and 
have always spent my time in the northern 
provinces, far from any ocean. Recently, I started to 
travel to the southern resort town of Patong Beach, 
which is located on Phuket Island, located on the 
Andaman Sea (western) side of the isthmus of 
Malaysia. I have several friends I visit who live in 
this region, one is an American expatriate whom I 
was stationed with in Japan, the other is a Thai 
national. 
 
    I had my vacation time approved for several 
months and my destination was going to be Patong 
Beach. On the 26th of December and for several days 
after, I received calls and emails from all over the 
world, telling me of the tsunami, and also seeing if 
my friends were ok. It took me two days to contact 
my friends in Patong since the phone service was 
interrupted by the disaster. My friends were fine, 
shaken up, but safe and in good health. 
 

During the initial wave 
 
    The current estimates on the initial wave that hit 
Patong Beach is “40 feet in height and traveled at 
approximately 400 miles per hour. The second wave 
was 12 feet in height and traveled at about 100 miles 
per hour.” 
 
    The first several waves essentially destroyed any 
businesses located on the ground floor of any 
building facing the beach and inland about 1/8 mile. 
Everything that was along the beach and the beach 
road that parallels the beach ended up inside of the 
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business on the ground floor. Things such as beach 
umbrellas, jet skis, motor bikes, ATM machines, and 
yes, cars, trucks, and people. 
 
    Along another part of the beach, where the resorts 
are built right up to the beach, the waves swept 
through the bottom two stories of the buildings - loss 
of life was unbelievable. 
 
    Some friends of mine were in their house minutes 
before the first wave. Their house is up a large hill 
that over looks the entire bay. They watched in awe 
as the entire bay emptied, and seconds later a 
phenomenal wave swept up the bay, it was over in a 
matter of minutes.     
 
    The devastation reached all the way to the King of 
Thailand and the Prime Minister. Each lost 
grandsons, who were vacationing in Patong in 
December. They were lost in the first wave. 
  

After the waves 
 

    After the initial waves, sea surge pounded the 
beach and carried debris out into the bay. Sea surge 
is not necessarily breakers or large waves, at times, 
the sea just would rise and wash inland, sometimes 
to a height of 30 feet and as far inland as a 1/4 mile. 
Many more businesses were lost from the surge 
alone. All roads were shut down leading in and out 
of the beach area, this was due to debris and 
destroyed vehicles that littered the road. All power, 
water and sewage services had been disabled by the 
damage.  
 
    In about three days, the streets had been opened, 
power, water, and sewage had been restored and 
were working. People started rebuilding once all the 
debris had been cleared. The Thai military was put 
on alert and maintained the peace during the power 
outage and prevented looters. 
     

The recovery 
 
    I arrived in Patong on the 13th of January. My 
friend usually hires a van a driver to get me at the 
airport, this time however, he had to pick me up 
himself in his car since the driver he hires could not 
find his vans, they were parked along the beach and 

were missing since the tsunami. After picking me 
up, he took me on a quick drive along the beach road 
to see what everything looked like after the waves.  
 
    One could tell something had happened, but for 
the most part, the rebuilding had been in progress 
since a few days after the 26th. While I was there, I 
watched a business get a car and motorcycle pulled 
out from inside the building, but were hardly 
recognizable as vehicles. These were the last two 
vehicles to be removed. 
 
    One or two businesses were opening for business 
along the beach road every day. Tourist who were on 
vacation there for scuba diving, were helping the 
local government out by providing their diving skills 
in recovering debris from the bay. Every day, more 
and more beach umbrellas would go up, more jet 
skis would be parked along and on the beach. Sailing 
boats arrived several days after I arrived there, and 
more were arriving every day.  
 
    The majority of the people lost in Thailand were 
foreigners who were there on vacation. But for the 
Thai people, any children that were orphaned, the 
King stated he will pay for their education from 
grade school, all the way through college. (Thailand 
does not have public schools, all are private 
schools.) And this brings up another interesting fact. 
Although the Kingdom does have orphanages, there 
is very few of them, as most children will be raised 
by extended family when their parents are lost. 
There is almost always aunts, uncles, grandparents, 
even older siblings that will usually take in an 
orphan and raise them. When the King stated this to 
the news, he made a point to say that the government 
is not paying for this, he himself will way for the 
education of the orphans, even if they are taken in by 
other family members. 
 
    Overall, the Kingdom is recovering fine, and can 
accommodate tourists now as easily as it could 
before 26 December. The nightly news paints a very 
bleak picture even when reporting about Thailand, 
but the best way to see what is really happening is to 
visit there. t 
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From the Editor… 
 
    2004 had quite an ending with the tsunami and all 
the devastation it brought. 2005 is off to a good start, 
lets hope this lasts through the year. 
 
    As this year continues, I will be busy retirement 
preparation; it is hard to believe that I have been in 
the Navy for over 20 years! My final date for 
retirement is 28 February 2006, but I will be on 
vacation for several months prior to that. As that 
date draws closer, I will have updated mailing 
information in the newsletter. My initial plans are to 
return to Michigan for several years, then will take 
up residence in Thailand after that. 
 
    I have received many articles, and lots of 
cemetery data so far this year, for this I wish to 
thank all who have helped with this. I work on the 
newsletter and cemetery/genealogy books as I get 
time away from a busy schedule at my office where I 
am an instructor. And to add to all of this, I am also 
actively taking college courses (right now I am 
working on three courses). After I retire, I will be 

starting a web design business, primarily for small 
businesses in Thailand.  
     
    Work on my headstone and genealogy books is 
progressing well. I should have Supplement B of the 
Headstone Reference out by this fall. The genealogy 
book is updated after each newsletter issue comes 
out, so some more time is need to issue an updated 
Thomas book, and as more data is gathered through 
the newsletter, Richard, and eventually a Nathaniel 
genealogy will be printed. Al these books are works 
in progress. 
 
    Thank you all who have contributed so far to these 
wonderful books. I look forward to receiving more 
data through the year.  t 
  

Stories Needed 
 

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor  t 

Membership Form 
 

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
Please check one:    PAPER Issue mailed to you ________    ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you _______   BOTH ______ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        346 Washington St. PMB #310 
                                                                        Braintree, MA  02184-4702 



Thayer Families Association Annual Meeting 
 

July 30, 2005  Abingdon, VA 
 

Registration Form 
 

NAME:_______________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:____________________ STATE:______ ZIP CODE:_____________ 
 
TELEPHONE # (____)______________________ 
 
Number       Amount 
_______ LUNCHEON ($6.50 PER PERSON) $____________ 
 
_______ BANQUET ($15.00 PER PERSON)  $____________ 
 
                                                                  Total $____________ 
 
_______ ATTENDING THE MEETING 
 
    A joint meeting of TFA and the Abingdon, VA. Thompson Thayer 
Reunion Group will be held on Saturday July 30, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm, at the 
Southwest Virginia 4-H Center, Abingdon, VA. 
    A catered lunch at 12:00 noon will be held at the 4-H facility and there is 
a swimming pool available for use by attendees and their families. The 
meeting will begin at 1:15 pm. Patricia Thayer Muno, TFA historian will be 
the featured speaker. 
Following the meeting, at 6:00 pm, a banquet will be served in the dining 
facility of Emory and Henry College. 
     
    It is important that we receive registrations for the meals by June 30th. 
Please return this registration form to the address below. 
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 
Hampton, VA. 23669-1531 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, Albert Thayer Morton: 

Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 

Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
Email: thayerATM@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 

Email: HJThayer@aol.com  
 

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2005, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. Issues are mailed the first week of the 
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); 
Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to present; 
some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or 
CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each 
for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 346 
Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A 
cumulative index, in CD-Rom format only, containing every 
occurrence of a name that has appeared in the newsletter (prior 
to the current issue) is available for $10 to the above address. 
 
 
ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the editor, 
and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digitized photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcomed. Send typed articles to the TFA 
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an 
attached file containing the article. Your articles and 
submissions may be edited (respectfully) for length and 
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics 
that are of general interest to members are encouraged, and 
articles written by the editor at your suggestion, or from 
material you provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for 
submission to the Summer Issue is June 25th. t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310 
BRAINTREE, MA  02184-4702 
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