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Announcing the Thayer Family Reunion, 22-25
June 2006, Salt Lake City, Utah!

You’ve decided to embark on an extraordinary
adventure that will take you and your family across
miles of dangerous, unfamiliar territory. You’ll
gather with other “pioneers” in Salt Lake City, Utah.
You have packed everything that will fit into your
Prairie Schooner and are as ready as you can be for
the journey of many miles.

Unlike our ancestors and their tales of great
danger - dust and heat... scarce drinking water...
poisonous snakes and voracious animals... raging
rivers... treacherous, narrow mountain passes...
accidents and deadly disease... Indian unrest and
resistance - your journey and stay with us here will
be very comfortable!

You know it is your destiny to settle for a few
days at the Plaza Hotel in the beautiful Salt Lake
Valley where your dreams of the best family
vacation ever will all come true!!

During the 4™ weekend in June, Thayers from
around the world will converge on Salt Lake City,
Utah, USA. Celebrating Our Family’s Westward
Migration will be the theme of the annual
THAYER FAMILY REUNION to be held 22-25
June 2006 in Salt Lake City, Utah, in conjunction
with the Thayer Families Association annual
meeting. Al THAYERS, and anyone interested in
the Thayer surname, are invited to attend. This will
be the first time the reunion will be held in the
WEST! The first Thayer Family Reunion being held
10 years ago in Braintree, Massachusetts and has
been held annually at various locations in the east
every year since.

We have many fun things planned for the whole
family, so make this your “Vacation of a Lifetime”

and join us 22-25 June 2006! Additional details, tour
and banquet costs, and updated scheduling will be
posted at http://ThayerFamilyReunion.com so keep
visiting the reunion website often to see updates!
Families attending the Park City and Olympic Park
tour will probably want to be in Salt Lake City at
least by Thursday evening, as we will depart from
the Plaza Hotel on Friday morning at 10:00 a.m.
Pioneer-related festivities will take place with this
year’s reunion headquarters at Salt Lake City’s Best
Western Plaza Hotel where a block of 30 rooms (on
a first come first serve basis) have been reserved for
our use. Our special rate for the reunion is $76.00 for
from 1 to 4 individuals. Nearly all reunion functions
and points of interest will be within walking distance
from the Plaza Hotel, located in the heart of the city.

Early reservations are encouraged
And can be made at:

Best Western Plaza Hotel - at Temple Square

122 West South Temple

Salt Lake City, UT, USA 84101

Phone: 801-521-0130

Fax: 801-322-5057 http://www.plaza-hotel.com

The Plaza Hotel has a free shuttle to and from the
Salt Lake City airport! You will want to check out
the Plaza Hotel’s virtual tour at this site. When you
call to make reservations, be sure to mention that
you are with the Thayer Family Reunion!

The hotel offers Salt Lake City’s Dream
downtown location, and is directly across the street
from Utah’s most visited attraction, Historic
Temple Square. Temple Square’s 10 acres include
the world renowned Mormon Tabernacle Choir, two
visitor’s centers, garden tours, the tabernacle organ,
the six-spired Salt Lake Temple and complimentary
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guided tours. You can research your family roots,
with-out charge, next door at the world’s largest
genealogy library. Enjoy exhibits at The Museum of
Church History and Art, 2 doors down. You can
shop at three of Salt Lake’s largest malls, all within
walking distance. The Plaza Hotel’s, JB’s Family
Restaurant, offers a dining experience in a traditional
family atmosphere and is available for in-room
service. Many fine restaurants are within walking
distance from the Plaza Hotel. For additional
accommodations please visit:

ThayerFamilyReunion.com

ATTRACTIONS

Probably the Number 1 attraction for our
attendees will be the World-renowned Family
History Library. Some of you will want to spend
every available moment at this remarkable facility.
You will certainly want to bring those family names,
dates and places with you for your search in the
Family History Library, right next door to the Plaza
Hotel! This facility is THE place for doing family
genealogy. The facilities’ 200 computers are easy to
use. When you are not visiting with the living
relatives, plan to spend some time getting to know
your progenitors while here!

The Family History Library system of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints provides access
to the world’s largest collection of genealogical
records, including the names of more than 2 billion
deceased people. Library visitors may use the
massive  collection of books, microfilms, and
computerized records free of charge. On average, the
library hosts 2,500 visitors each day.

Professional staff and trained volunteers work at
the library and are available to answer questions and
direct people in their search for their family roots.
Use of library resources (such as computers, printers,
microfilm and microfiche readers and copiers, and
classes) is also free, although there is a small charge
for personal materials such as paper, photocopies,
and computer disks. For a complete listing of the
Library’s catalog, go to:
www.FamilySearch.org

We would highly recommend that reunion
attendees planning on doing research do some
planning ahead by checking this site for available
records before leaving home.

The library is open on Monday from 8:00 A.M. to
5:00 P.M. and Tuesday through Saturday from 8:00
AM. to 10:00 PM. It is closed on Sunday and
certain holidays. The library is located at:

35 North West Temple Street
Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3400

Right across the street is historic Temple Square,
one of Utah’s most visited attractions, of which the
majestic Salt Lake Temple is the centerpiece.
Adjacent to this imposing edifice is the domed
Tabernacle, which is currently  undergoing
renovations. You will not want to miss the two
visitor centers. The flower-filled grounds are a sight
to behold with monuments, statues and magnificent
pieces of artwork. There are tour guides available to
take you on complimentary tours of the grounds and
buildings. Free concerts are offered in the charming
Gothic style Assembly Hall. International and local
artists perform on most weekends and some
weekdays.

One of the things about Salt Lake City is the easy
access to many recreation and scenic areas. If you
want to go to the Great Salt Lake or the breath-
taking beautiful mountains, it’s just a short drive
away. Golf or boating anyone? With many golf
courses and 9 lakes are within an hour of Salt Lake,
the water skiing is a boater’s delight with conditions
hard to beat. Camping, hiking, mountain biking,
horseback riding? There are great areas for all your
adventurous longings to be filled. There are four
canyons in the foothills of Salt Lake alone that can
provide any level of ativity you could want. Love to
drive? Within an hour’s drive some of the most
beautiful scenery is offered through the canyons. If
at all possible, try to plan on arriving Wednesday
June 23rd so you can take in some of these exciting
offerings! For a more complete list of the area’s
attractions, visit ThayerFamilyReunion.com
Includes photos.

EVENTS

THURSDAY, June 22"%: On Thursday, time to be
announced, available attendees will meet at the Plaza
Hotel and take a city bus to the This Is The Place
Heritage Park and Deseret Village. This is a /iving
history attraction that has been painstakingly
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recreated to represent an early Utah settlement from
the 1847-1869 time period. We will start our visit at
This is the Place Monument, which commemorates
the location where the pioneers entered the valley
and honors all settlers of Utah.

Prices: Adults $8.00. Children 3-11 $6.00

FRIDAY, June 23", FRIDAY MORNING: A five
hour tour of Park City, Utah, including admission
to the Olympic Park Stadium and Museum will
take place the morning of Friday 23rd. Cost $25.00 a
person. See Reservations sheet. Please note that we
need at least 40 individuals per bus to make this tour
cost effective!

Park City is the location of many of the 2002
Olympic activities, and home of the Sundance Film
Festival. The Historic Old Town is alive with fun
and unique shops and excellent eateries. Everyone is
on their own for lunch and visitors may select from
any one of the many excellent eating establishments
there. A trolley runs every 15 minutes up and down
Main Street.

FRIDAY NIGHT: The “Thayeritage” gathering
will be held Friday evening in the Eagle Gate East
and West rooms at the Plaza Hotel at 7:00 p.m. and
will be a delight for all ages. Curt and Donna
Thayer will be hosting this fun event.

We plan to invite some selected vendors who will
be on hand to display their exciting new tools for
genealogists. We will have a “museum” of sorts,
displaying Thayer-related items. If you have Thayer
artifacts, memorabilia, genealogical records, or
photos you would like to display, please let us know.
A program is planned to commemorate our Thayer
Pioneers. We would also like to have a talent show,
so if you have talents to share, please contact:

Curt and Donna Thayer

2900 Thayer Road

Freeland, Michigan 48623-9412

Phone: (989) 695-9113

Email: cdthayer@earthlink.net

Or you can contact Donald and Patricia Muno at
donmuno@aol.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Please get it touch
with Donald and Patricia if you would be willing to
participate in a short program. Everything needed
will be provided for you.

SATURDAY, June 24™ SATURDAY NOON:
An-all-you-can-eat Sandwich Luncheon Buffet
(see reservations sheet) will be held at noon
Saturday the 24"™ at the Plaza Hotel’s Eagle Gate
east and west rooms prior to the Annual Thayer
Families Association meeting. Brig. General James
Burdett Thayer, the sole surviving founder of the
TFA, will be our featured speaker. Meeting is slated
to start at 1:00 o’clock. For additional details of the
meeting, please contact TFA president, Russ Thayer
at crt42@tidewater.net. Phone: (207) 380-3587.

SATURDAY NIGHT: An exciting evening will
transpire Saturday night at the Joseph Smith
Memorial Building (formerly the Hotel Utah) with
a 6:00 p.m. banquet on the 10th floor in the elegant
Wasatch Room, overlooking the city. Banquet
menu: House green salad, Chesapeake Chicken,
Fresh seasonal Vegetables, Hard Rolls,
Raspberry Lemonade and Chocolate Brownie
Tart. Cost is $24.00 per person. See Reservations
sheet. Be sure to let us know if you need a baby
sitter for this event.

Steve Lewis and Lisa Stubblefield’s “Coyotee
Moon”
= The western musical
duo, Coyotee Moon,
will round out our
spectacular evening
with songs from their
first CD, entitled
“Back Before Barbed
Wire Fences,” released
in January 2004. This
includes several
original western songs
written by the duo. Be
sure to check out Lisa
and Steve’s “Coyotee
o ) Moon” spectacular
website at: http://www.coyoteemoon.com/

SUNDAY, June 25", SUNDAY MORNING: On
Sunday, June 25" reservations have been secured at
the LDS Conference Center for those able to attend
the 9:30 a.m. live broadcasting of the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir. The choir began not long after
the pioneers arrived in Salt Lake Valley in 1847.
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This is the longest continuous broadcasting network
in the world. Admission is free, but all visitors must
be in their seats by 9:15 am. This is a unique
opportunity you will not want to miss, so try and
schedule your returning flight for Sunday afternoon
or Monday! PLEASE NOTE: Because it is a live
broadcast, admission is limited to those 8 years of
age and older. The conference center is within
walking distance, located just a block North from the
Plaza Hotel. Sunday is also a great day to take in the
free tour of the Temple grounds. You won’t want to
miss the beautiful display of flowers there and
elsewhere on Temple Square!

Be sure to share news of this exciting gathering
with all your family members. Don’t forget to bring
the kids! May the Lord be with you. Godspeed and a
safe journey... Giddyup.... Yeeeeeechaaaaaaaaa!
Yore faithful wagonmasters, Donald and Patricia [£]

Olive Lela Thayer Bowlsby
1858 - 1942

Olive, the third child and first daughter of
Elbridge and Mary Thayer was about 13 years old
when the family moved from Iowa to Nebraska. She
probably had very little chance for much formal
education after that move since she was the oldest
girl. Her mother no doubt relied on her for a lot of
the household tasks as well as helping with the
younger children.

At the age of 19, six years after coming to Nebr.,
Olive married Willard S. Bowlsby at David City on
7 Nov 1877. Willard, 21, was born in Michigan. He
was the son of Charles Bowlsby and Melisa
Thompson.

The Bowlsby family lived on a farm near David
City, Nebr. Their first three children, Core Melissa
born 1878; Leroy born 1880; and Effie Lecreca born
1882, were born there. These dates are approximate
since we have no definite information. The 1880
census of Butler Co. shows Olive to have been living
at the home of her parents when it was taken. She
was 22, Cora was 2, and Roy was 10 months old at
that time.

In 1884 the Bowlsby family lost the two younger
children, Leroy and Effie, with diphtheria. They are
buried in David City.

After the death of the children, they moved to
Oregon and homesteaded near Pilot Rock. They ran
a dairy there for about 12 years. Two children were
born there, Lester and Faye. Core grew 1p and at 18
married Walter Reinhart. She was so happy with her
new home, her husband and later her baby [Marvin].
When Marvin was 8 months old he took measles and
died in three days. Marvin died in June and Corn
lived only four months longer. Both are buried at
Albee, Ore. Cora was a tiny little girl with big blue
eyes and dark curls. As an adult she never weighed
more than 105 Ibs.

After Corn’s death Olive and Will’s family moved
to Pendleton, Ore. They had lived there only a few
weeks when Lester died. He is buried with Cora and
Marvin at Albee. There must have been great
sadness for they had lost four of their five children
as well as an only grandchild.

The family must have moved again for another
child, May, was born at Umatilla, Ore. Faye and
May lived to maturity and reared children. Faye
married George Leaf at Pendleton, Ore. and had a
daughter, Vera. They lived in California at one time.
May married Harry Updyke' at 16 years of age and
had three children, Madge, Fleda and Bernice.
Bemice died at Portland, Ore, when she was about
one and a half years old. Madge married Albert’
Wilson and had four children, twins, Lorene and
Dorene, Bernice, and Robert. Dorene® died at about
8 months of age.

Fleda married and has a son Allen. They also
lived in California at one time. May Bowlsby
Updyke later married Rubin Pierce, who was on the
police force at Portland, Ore.

Elbridge Thayer, Olive’s father, died at the home
of Will and Olive Bowlsby in Pendleton, Ore. in
1917.

Olive died 9 Mar 1942 at Pendleton, Ore. and is
buried there.*

This much information was gathered from
different relatives. No contact was made with one of
this line although many efforts were made to do so.

'Surname is Updike (my grandmother).

?Clarence Allen Wilson (my father).

31t was Lorene who died not Dorene (my sister).

*Olive died April 19, 1940 and is buried in Portland,
OR (my great grandmother).



Submitted by Lu Anne Kriebs. Lu Anne writes,
“These are stories on each of Elbridge’s children,
they were written in the late 1960’s and early
1970’s. Mrs. Esther Merryfield Robb of Rocky Ford,
Colorado, sent them to my mother-in-law. They
were actually written for the wife of Elbridge’s
family. But I think they are interesting enough to
share with the family.” Orginal spelling retained,
subscripts are part of the original document. Third of
seven articles.

Olive’s lineage is Olive Lela’, Elbridge May®,
Royal Olmstead’, Jedediah6, Micah’, Jonathan’,
Josiah® , Ferdinando?, Thomas' THAYER. [&]

Letters of the William Austin Thayer
Family 1837-1881 (Part 2)

By Eleanor Anderson of Dallas, TX 2002

MARY JANE FOWLER THAYER AT
TUSCARORA MISSION
JULY 1849 - AUGUST 1852

By July, 1849, Louisa has “determined to do the
will of the Lord” and Mary Jane is happily engaged
in a different situation - teaching and working with
the Tuscaroras (Iroquois) north of Niagara Falls.
Although the terms of her employment, if any, are
unknown to Mary Jane, she enjoys her fifteen to
twenty-five scholars and working with them as they
do bead work to send to Boston. Mary Jane has just
finished a needle book, which will be priced at half a
dollar. She anticipates they will make ten to twelve
dollars worth of needlework a year. It is a new
experience for Indians to contribute to the support of
the mission.

On August 5, 1849, Mary Jane writes Louisa of
her joy at having their hearts tuned in unison and she
expresses her deepest spiritual Dbeliefs and
experiences. She tells of her two dark times, relating
“spiritual darkness to physical indisposition.”

The next month, still the advice-giving older
sister, Mary Jane counsels Louisa not to make the
mistakes of their older brother, William, in her
studies. “Finish one thing before you begin another.”

The years that Mary Jane spends & the Tuscarora
Mission, July of 1849 until 1852 are eventful ones
for the Thayer family. Mary Jane toils with her

beloved Indians, for a long period in an unofficial
status at no pay. There are references in her letters of
donations being made to the ABCFM (American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, a
Presbyterian and Congregational organization). She
had applied to this board before going there. “They
express themselves satisfied as to my qualifications
for the work, and hesitate to accept me, only on the
ground of my uncertain health.” Despite a visit from
her parents when her “Papa decided if possible to
dissuade me from my purpose, nay, even persuade
me to return home,” she will not budge.

During this visit, William Austin Thayer becomes
very ill with cholera. Mary Jane takes care of him for
five days before he can return home.

At this time, Mary Jane had set up a boarding
school. The chiefs are becoming interested and there
is some talk of their buying a Baptist meeting house
for her. (Later the Indians invite the Quakers to do
this.)

Mary Jane has taken in an orphan boy, James,
who sleeps on the floor of her kitchen. She
convinces her father to take a fifteen-year-old Indian
girl. Later, he also takes James.

On August 3, 1850, Mary Jane writes a detailed
letter to Rev. Selah B. Treal of the ABCFM board.
She has waited five months for a letter from him
concerning her status. She outlines her sixty-five
weeks of work there, and she gives a full accounting
of money donated and spent. She explains that she
offered herself to the board contrary to the advice of
her father and brothers, and, “should ill health or
other cause occasion my dismission from service, I
should not feel willing to burden them.” She is frank
about the questionable success of her work and is
willing to abide by what the board (and the Lord)
decree.

William M., writing from Buffalo June 21, 1850
describes his broken health and his feeling that his
life is wasting away. His letter written two months
later refers to having “water treatment”. Saying he
only has a daily bath, because of the cold. The noise
of a “water cure establishment” would counteract the
good effects of treatment in his case. (Mary Jane
refers in a later letter to having water treatments,
herself.)

William M. mentions that their sister, Louisa, has
entered upon a bright career. This would be her



position as principal of a female seminary in
Washington, Georgia.

Two years later, on July 27, 1851, Louisa dies at
the age of nineteen. Their grief-stricken father writes
to Mary Jane on September 4, 1851, “I do not find
fault with the dealing of my kind Heavenly Father -
no, I rather rejoice, for his loving kindness hath no
bounds - when I think of his great goodness to our
dear Louisa a little more than two years since in
renewing and sanctifying her before stubborn heart,
and causing it to yield itself to the sweet influence of
the Dear Saviors love, how can I murmur at an event
that has brought her to the full and perfect enjoyment
of that love”

William Austin also relates an astonishing chain
of events in the home of Lucius and Sarah. “Sarah’s
mother came to her to be with her during her
confinement. She was attacked with dysentery last
week. Sarah was confined Saturday morning - her
mother died Sunday at 2 o’clock p.m. and at 5,
Lucius with the corpse was on the way to Hartford.
She died happy; felt she was going home. Sarah is
very comfortable, also the little one - Sarah is
wonderfully supported and manifests much fortitude.
She is ding well - has a good nurse, Mrs. Starks. |
was there yesterday - Caroline is there - they also
have a good hired girl - Lucius is expected back
tomorrow. “The ways of Providence are mysterious
and just.”

After Louisa’s death, Willilam M. moves to
Washington, Georgia. He writes four letters to Mary
Jane in the period from November 3, 1851 to August
20, 1852. The often-depressed William seems lifted
by meeting those who knew Louisa, visiting her
grave, and receiving some of her personal effects.
He is “highly pleased with people and climate, and
feel very much at home. The weather for a week past
has been charming - almost comfortably warm
without a fire.” (The following year, he does not find
the heat of a Georgia August quite so charming.)

William is poetic in his description of being in the
place where Louisa had lived and died. “Can you
believe - I hardly can - that my senses are now
greeted, with sights and sounds once gazed upon and
heard by our dear departed Louisa. That I have felt
the warm grasp of many a hand that once pressed her
own, in pure kind-heartedness?

“Oh, blissful reality, yet unrealized! I am here, I
know I am, but ’tis like a moumfully pleasant
dream. Ay, I tread the paths which she has trod. I
stand where she has stood, and from the very desk -
to me almost a sacred shrine - where the magic mind
on mind was wrought, have I looked upon the many
bright faces, and speaking eyes that erewhiles leaned
lovingly on hers, or hung upon her moving lips. That
consecrated hall, where scarce a quarter of a year
ago resounded the sweet music of her voice, has also
resounded in echo to mine----- But go with me now,
through that narrow lane, and over that little shady
dell, to yon rising ground - there, hush - we’ve
reached the hallowed spot, and gaze upon the
precious earth that overlies the moldering dust of
that blessed one. Yes, sister, I have been there by
twilight alone, to weep upon a grave, till now,
unwatered save by the tear of strangers.

“Gently and sadly they laid thee there

From the scene of thy toil, fresh with glory;
Many a tear was shed, many a prayer

Was raised, by loving stranger over thee.

Far, far away from thy friends alone,

To the cold silent grave thus they bore thee.

I arrive, sister in Heaven, where thou art
gone,

Like our Mother, who went long before thee,
“But I have found where thy ashes lie,

Where thou kindhearted ones gently thee
laid,

Then I have learned it is good to die

Since thou’st gone to the Being who made
thee.”

William M. finds a teaching position eight miles
from Washington. His salary is $400 and board for a
year of ten months. The school is limited to nineteen
scholars, unless he chooses to take more. His hopes
are high for continued good health.

In William M.’s letter of June 13, 1852, he brings
his sister, Mary Jane, up to date on the family. His
father will probably seek a home in Wisconsin,
where Lucius is living. Carrie is resuming her
studies at Cherry Valley. “Why need she go so far
away to find a literary atmosphere?”’

William M. writes of a quarterly meeting in the
Methodist church in  Washington, supposed to
continue for four days. “But at the close, there
seemed to be indications of some religious interest,
in the minds of impenitent persons, and it was



thought expedient to extend the services. Preaching
was had every evening for four weeks, in which time
more than seventy were hopefully converted.” Many
of these are teachers and former pupils of Louisa at
the seminary.

In the final letter to Mary Jane from William M.
while he is in Washington, he tells of much disease
and death in the south this season, but, “so far, I do
not know that I have suffered from the effects of the
climate, though my health has not been quite so
good, since hot weather commenced, as before.”
When he inquires about Mary Jane’s studies in this
brief letter, he writes: “When do you attend those
lectures? A knowledge of the healing, or more
properly, killing art, may perhaps enhance your
usefulness in your chosen sphere--hope you will
prosper in this thing also, though, as you are aware, |
have little faith in the science of medicine.”

Is this a surprising comment by the grandson of a
physician, Dr. Nathaniel Thayer?

MARY JANE THAYER IN PHILADELPHIA AND
NEW YORK
OCTOBER 1852 - MAY 1853

In October of 1852, Mary Jane seems to be having
an “R&R”, studying in Philadelphia. A letter to her
from her father has a weary tone. His children,
except for Lucius, are unsettled and ill. His wife’s
health is very poor. She wants to go to Rochester for
a cure. When the plan (land) is sold he will send her,
although he has little faith it will do much good.

His daughter, Carrie and his son, Clinton have
reached home at last, but “Clinton does not expect to
stay long - is talking some of starting in a day or two
for Kenosha to find a plan to establish himself as an
artist - I hope he may succeed - at any rate it will be
pleasant for him to visit Lucius and Sarah - Carrie
wants to go, too, with a view to open a school
somewhere. She is anxious to do something.

“William (in his last letter) talked of coming
home. He could not teach longer than his year out -
Il health and consignment disappointment seem to
be his unhappy lot - and Clinton and Carrie not
much better off. Yet it is all for the best. Our
Heavenly Father knows what is best for us and
orders all things for our good, as well as for his own

glory.

“I suppose you think about your Indian friends
sometimes - but I hope not too often, to hinder your
studies.”

William Austin’s letter to Mary Jane on May 1,
1853 is addressed to her in Pekin, Niagara County,
NY. He has spent the entire spring trying to sell his
little farm and raise money for his mortgage. He is
trying hard to leave it in the hands of the Lord. At
this time, William M. has gone to visit Lucius in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, Clinton is in Chicago and
Carrie has gone by boat to Chicago.

William Austin reminisces about Mary Jane’s and
his own happy experiences in their mission work. “I
have thought much of you today - as situated in that
quiet consecrated spot, happy in labouring for the
good of the Indians around you, not much troubled
with the cares and perplexities of the world - I
remember such times I once was so situated - I was
happy in labouring for the dear Indians - I loved
them and was only anxious to be instrumental in
promoting their good - the welfare of their precious
souls.”

William M. has written his father, reporting that
Mary Jane’s health is poor. The fatherly lecture on
moderation follows: “You have forgot for a year or
two that you have a mortal body that can endure but
a little care and fatigue except as pain and weariness
have reminded you - and these monitors you have
hardly heeded, until all that is mortal, is almost
literally crushed by an under weight of mental care
and bodily exertion.”

Editor’s Note: This wonderful set of letters was
written by Eleanor Anderson of Dallas, TX in 2002
and was submitted by Patricia Thayer Muno. Due to
the length of this written work, 17 pages in all, I am
making this available in parts that will appear in
successive issues. [4]

Correction

In the Fall 2005 Issue, page 6, right column, first
paragraph, Albert Thayer Morton’s name was
misspelled as Morgan. This error was discovered by
the editor after the newsletter went to print. My
apologies for this oversight. Editor [4]



A Most Unusual Wedding

By Janet (Thayer) Blickle

Charles Frances Robertson and Eleanor (Nellie)
Catherine Hewitt were married February 4, 1886 and
owned a small plot of land in the woods of
Carterville, Virginia. Their daughter, Lillie May,
was born there on April 4, 1888. Their son Charlie,
named after his pa, was born October 29, 1891. With
the birth of a new family member this should have
been a happy day for the Robertson family but a
tragedy happened that same day when Nellie’s
husband was killed from a fall off a scaffold. I am
guessing that the shock of loosing her husband was
enough to put Nellie into labor and give birth.

Nellie did the best she could for her family for 11
years. One day she packed up her two children and
what she could of their belongings, got the three of
them on a train and headed West for California.
Nellie’s brother, George Hewitt, had already settled
in Hanford, Calif. and was making a living as a
merchant. He helped his sister get settled in Hanford.

In the year 1902, Erwin Arthur Thayer moved to
Hanford, California with his parents, William Calvin
Thayer and Hannah Jane Lamson Thayer, from Iron
Mountain ~ Michigan. When old enough Erwin
worked in the teaming business.

Sometime after both families’ arrival to Hanford,
Erwin and Lillie met and fell in love. When Lillie
was 28 years old and Erwin about 30 Erwin asked
for Lillie’s hand in marriage. The flu epidemic of
1918-1919, as well as World War I, caused
postponements of the wedding. The epidemic closed
all public meetings, schools, and all other gatherings.
The flu was so contagious a law was passed that
everyone was to wear a flu mask to prevent the
spreading of the disease.

Nellie was tired of so many things getting in the
way of her daughter’s wedding. She decided if her
daughter wanted to be married then they would go
ahead with the wedding in spite of the flu mask law.
On Wednesday afternoon, January 29, 1919, close
relatives of the couple gathered, in their finest
clothes and flu masks, at the Baptist parsonage, Rev.
J. P. Crisp officiated. With the bride and groom
having to wear their flu masks during the ceremony,
I can just imagine the laughs from the guests when
the pastor said, “you may kiss the bride.” After the

ceremony a wedding dinner was served at the home
of the bride’s mother.

Throughout the years of their marriage Erwin
worked as a delivery and route man for the Hanford
Laundry Company then for several years had been
employed as a mail messenger and special delivery
postman at the local post office. Erwin and Lillie
were married for 29 years and had two sons: Charles
Calvin “Cal” Thayer, who moved his wife and son to
Oregon to farm; and Keith Erwin Thayer, who
remained in Hanford with his family.

Erwin Arthur Thayer and Lillie May Hewitt

Erwin and Lillie had six grandchildren, three from
each son. Erwin passed away Saturday, February
3rd, 1945 at age 59 after a short illness and a stroke.
Lillie passed away Thursday, April 30th, 1981 at age
93.

The lineage: Erwin Arthurll, (William Calvin'®,
Erwing, Calvin®, Samuel’, Peter’>, Thomas*> ,
Ferdinando®, Thomas') THAYER. (&

Thayer Family Association of Lower
Canada-East & Vermont Reunion
2005, August 7

Prouty Beach, Newport, VT was blessed with a
perfect, sunny and breezy day for a picnic as the
Thayer’s, their kinfolks and friends gathered for the
Annual Reunion. Now known as “The Thayer



Family Association of Lower Canada-East and
Vermont”, although this year’s attendees were from
North Carolina and Connecticut to Ontario and
Saskatchewan and points in between. The attendance
numbered twenty-seven.

Deaths reported were: Santo Greenwood, West
Charleston, 96 yrs; Helen Robinson, Lyndonville, 91
yrs; Mildred Philips Thayer, North Troy, 94 yrs;
Rachel Monette Fontenot, native of Barton, 61 yrs;
and Donald Winfield Thayer, Bangor, Maine, 71yrs.

Births included: Hunter Davis Cargill, 03/31/04,
Morgan, VT, Grandson of Robert and Carole
(Buchanan) Cargill, Robert being the son of Everett
and Lillian (Thayer) Cargill; Chloe Faith Jenkins,
02/09/05, Springfield, VT to Lisa Marie Thayer and
Kevin Charles Jenkins - great granddaughter of
Aldis and Mildred Thayer. (Harry and Lottie
Thayer).

There were no new marriages. Merton and Verna
Thayer have been married 65 years as of May 02
2005, Rupert and Gilda Clark celebrated their 53rd
year of wedded bliss. Bill and Nada Neil have
reached their 25th anniversary. Bertha and Walter
Smithers in their senior years of 81 and 96
respectively, have enjoyed 13 years of marriage.

Lynn Thayer has retired this year although we
suspect he will keep busy just the same.

Special acknowledgments go to Richard and
Theresa Carbonell from Enfield, CT and his sister
Beverly and Al Plefka form East Hartford, CT,
kinsfolk and welcome cousins to our Thayer clan.

The first time ever there were no children present.
The youngest present was Kassandra Guigere, 15
years, and the oldest present, Dot Thayer Morey, 81.

Traveling the farthest was Fay Webb and her
granddaughter Kassandra, motoring from Moose
Jaw, Saskatchewan.

Next year’s reunion will be held on August 6,
2006 at 11:00am at Prouty Beach, Newport, VT
once again. We extend our invitation to all relatives
to whom we may not have addresses for, to come
and join in the fun next year. Come and get to know
the rest of the family. Newsletters will be sent prior
to the Reunion with a special RSVP to better plan
for the fest.

Bertha (Thayer) Smithers wishes to thank her five
daughters for making the effort to attend: Fay
(Moose Jaw, Sask) Laurel (Bryson City, NC) Debbie
(North Troy, VT) Nada (Bellville, Ontario) and

Merry (Mansonville, Que). Her five sons, all unable
to attend from Canada: Bill, Richard, Rupert, Jack
and Brian.

So, remember the date of the 2006 Reunion is
August 6 beginning at 11:00am at Prouty Beach,
Newport, VT, with an attempt to assess the number
attending by requesting a reply after the reminder
notification in the spring.

Bertha Smithers

Four Generations!
Submitted by Richard Dean Thayer, Jr.

Pictured above is four Thayer generations! Left to

right is:
Nicholas Ryan Thayer, born Sep. 4, 2005
Richard Earl Thayer, born Apr. 16, 1983
Richard Dean Thayer, Jr., born Jan. 23, 1962
Richard Dean Thayer, born Nov. 2, 1937

Richard Dean is also the father of Rodney Lee
Thayer, Editor. [£]

*** NOTE from the Editor ***

In an effort to provide further publications based
on the articles that appear in the Thayer Quarterly
newsletter, I request that if you DO NOT wish to
have your submitted article, reprinted by me in my
publications, please state this when you send your
material. I will assume permission is granted when
no statement is given.

To alleviate any confusion between my
publications and Tricia Muno’s extensive work, I
have renamed my Thomas book to ‘“The Thayer
Quarterly Limited Family Tree of Thomas Thaver,

Immigrant.”




Please keep in mind, this book is not intended to
replace or detract from Tricia’s quality publications.

On another note, due to my retirement in Feb
2006, and my vacation time from Dec until Feb, my
books are temporarily unavailable for sale. I will be
residing in Thailand until June, at which time I will
return to the US and will be residing in Michigan at
that point. I do want to thank everyone for their
support for my books, each one sold helps the TFA
General Fund. Please continue to send headstone
photos! More in my column From the Editor. [4]

Robert V. Thayer

General Vice President, International Association of
Machinists

“Keeping the pressure on Washington, D.C. and
winning in the 2006 and 2008 elections are our top

priorities” said GVP [General Vice President]
Robert Thayer.
“Woodworkers are affected by trade laws.

Government workers’ jobs are being contracted out
and their rights are in jeopardy from the National
Security Personnel System. Our Aerospace jobs are
threatened by fewer defense firms and more
outsourcing,

“We must fight harder to at the bargaining table,
stay involved in politics and make organizing a
priority. In every fight we face, the full resources of
IAM Headquarters will be there to ensure our
members stay part of North America’s middle
class.”

Article submitted by Althea Shull.

Editor’s note: This article is reprinted here in its
entirety and is for general information only. The
opinions presented here are not endorsed by the TFA
and may not reflect the views of the TFA Officers,
Directors or members. [4]

Historian’ Report Continued
By Patricia Thayer Muno

Announcing a Thayer Family Reunion Fund-
raising project:

Calling all Thayers!
We are collecting the best recipes from Thayer
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family members to be compiled into an attractive
keepsake cookbook, “Grandma Thayer’s Kitchen”.
Please contribute one or more of your favorite
recipes to help with our Thayer Family Reunion
Fundraiser. We plan to have the cookbook available
in time for the June 2006 reunion in Salt Lake City,
UT. We would appreciate contributions in the
following  categories: APPETIZERS, MAIN
DISHES, DESSERTS, BEVERAGES, ETC. Each
recipe will include the contributor’s name and
location. For more information, or to submit your
recipes, please contact: Janet Thayer Blickle

Email: thayerfamilyjournal@yahoo.com

In addition to the “Grandma Thayer’s Kitchen”
cookbook being pulled together by Janet, a
children’s Thayer Storybook is being written by
Janice Ann Thayer of Tennessee; a NEW Thayer
T-shirt, designed by a graphics artist; and a Thayer
Family photo CD “Generations of Excellence, an
American Story of the Thayer Family” including
photos from past reunions, will all be made available
for purchase.

TFA Member death:

Long time TFA member, David Warren Thayer,
of Highlands Ranch, CO, passed away 12 Aug 2005
after a long illness. He was born 18 Jan 1933 in
Brockton, Massachusetts, the son of Erland
Williams Thayer and Evelyn A. Dawn. He was the
adoring husband of 49 years to Virginia Dorothy
“Ginny” DeHatre. Dave and Ginny loved traveling

and spent many
wonderful moments
together in Hawaii.
They are the parents
of Sandra  and
Duane Thayer.
Dave is  greatly
missed by  his
numerous friends

and loved ones.

David Warren
Thayer 1933-2005



mailto:thayerfamilyjournal@yahoo.com

Oldest Living Thayer?

107 year old Agnes Marie (Compton) Thayer,
mother of former TFA president, Curtis Ross
Thayer, passed away 20 August 2005 in Midland,
MI. She was born 8 Aug 1898 in South Bend
Indiana. To my knowledge, no other Thayer has
lived so long. We extend our sympathies to all the
family for their loss.

Michigan Thayers Awarded

Curt and Donna Thayer of Midland, MI was the
recent honored recipients of the 2005 Margaret A.
Reicker  Meritorious  Service Award. This
remarkable Michigan couple had been indispensable
in every GOP event where volunteers were needed.
They served as Precinct delegates, delegates to
numerous Michigan State conventions, members of
the County Executive Committee, and contributors
to every campaign. They likely stuffed more
envelopes and made more “get out the vote” calls
than probably anyone else in the state. In the words
of Michael D. Hayes, the presenter of the award:
“Almost 30 years have gone by and never has
anyone told me that these two fantastic volunteers
ever let anyone down; nor have I ever heard anyone
say that they have ever asked for anything except
responsible representation at the Local, State and
Federal level.” Congratulations to Curt and Donna!

Now available: Volume IV of the
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer
Family of America

The Thayer Families Association is happy to
announce the Availability of Volume IV in the
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of
America, Descendants of Richard Thayer
Immigrant to America 1641 by Thayer Family
Historian & Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno.
This comprehensive 824-page volume, originally
planned to be two separate volumes, is now
combined into a single hardcover publication which
traces the descendants of Rchard Thayer through his
son Nathaniel, and his grandsons Nathaniel and
Cornelius. This large volume also contains unique
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historical background information on a variety of
related subjects: including Braintree history, the
Thayer families of Lancaster and Westfield,
Massachusetts, the 1865-66 Thayer expedition to the
Amazon, and even one Thayer’s personal experience
and eye-witness account of the sinking of the
Titanic, and much more.

Information regarding the price of this volume as
was published in the last Thayer Quarterly
newsletter was in error. The Braintree Historical
Society, who oversees the financing and distribution,
has this to say:

This latest book is more than twice the size of any
of the other volumes and contains lots of additional
historical material. BHS President, John Dennehy,
states that the price needs to be 3120.00 + 35.00 s/h
per book in order to cover printing and binding
costs, as well as the BHS labor, materials etc.
involved in handling and selling.

Therefore, the correct price of volume IV is
$120.00 (plus $5.00 shipping & handling) per
copy. If you have any questions, please call the
Braintree Historical Society 781-848-1640, Saturday
- Wednesday, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience
this price change may cause any of our readers.
Please find enclosed in this mailing an order form
for Volume IV in this Thayer genealogy series. [4]

Spit and Polish at West Point, NY

Written by Kate Kuzmich

It was recently brought to the attention of TFA
that the grave of Sylvanus Thayer, the first
Superintendent of the United States Military
Academy at West Point, NY needed attention. Time
and the elements, as well as visitors paying their
respects, had his stone no longer reflecting the
tradition of discipline that he inculcated at the
USMA during his tenure there.

The cemetery at West Point, located near the
original chapel, while providing care for the
grounds, does not maintain the stones of those
buried there, requiring that the family of the
deceased take that responsibility. As Sylvanus



Thayer remained a bachelor, he had no family to
maintain his grave.

Acting quickly, as winter is harsh and early in this
area, a TFA representative contacted a local business
with experience in stone maintenance to evaluate the
condition of the grave and provide an estimate of
services required. All parties agreed to the work
needed, and the project proceeded without delay.

As the photos show, the stone has been cleaned,
and the area cleared.

Atticle and photos submitted by Al Thayer Morton.
Photos and professional cleaning was done by Lou
Kilgore. Photo comments by Rodney Lee Thayer.

Front of stone after cleaning. Shows all the moss has
been removed.

Back of stone after cleaning. Inscripin reads:
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SYLVANUS THAYER
BRIG. GEN. U. S. ARMY
BORN JUNE 9 1785 AT BRAINTREE MASS.
DIED SEPT. 7 1872 AT BRAINTREE MASS.
SUPERINTENDANT OF THE MILITARY
ACADEMY
JULY 28 1817 TO JULY 1 1833

Sylvanus was re-interred in
You can tell this is an old part of the cemetery by the
many large stones and pillar type monuments.

#:ﬁm ]jf,v'

This picture was taken before the cleaning and
one thing that caught my eye was the presence of
small stones on top of the headstone. Al sent me this
picture after the work was done, and apparently the

person cleaning the stone was not aware of any



customs involving the small stones. I informed Al
that the stones should go back on the headstone after
cleaning. The stones were not replaced, simply
removed as part of the cleaning process. Lesson
learned!

Excerpt from the Spring 2000 Issue newsletter,
Pebbles, Shells & Headstones “...As far as the
pebbles are concerned, it is an age-old custom in
many cultures, perhaps going back to a time when
stones were piled on a new grave to prevent animals
or enemies from exposing newly buried remains.
The more stones or pebbles placed on the grave, the
less likely it was to be disturbed, and the more
stones the higher the esteem. So a mark of respect or
love was to place a stone on the pile of tributes; to
show your respect, to indicate that you care, to pay
tribute. In most cultures, placing something on the
stone or on the grave (flowers, notes, paper money,
coins, food, personal items of the deceased, etc.) is a
way of showing that you were there and that you
have not abandoned the grave -- a way of paying
tribute.”

Before the cleaning, showing moss starting to
grow on the stone.

I.‘-I'
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Another before picture, also shows many pebbles
and small stones placed on the top of the headstone.

@l
Grieu Sisters Excael...

June 2004 was an important month for Amanda,
left, and Ariana Grieu, right, granddaughters of
Keyser residents Jerry and Renna Thayer Shaver and
Dr. Bob and Connie Bess.

Amanda graduated June 4th with both her B.A.
and M.A. degrees from the School of International
Studies, University of Denver, Denver, CO. She was
the youngest member of the 2004 class to receive her
Master's, completing the program in 4 years of
study. She is a 1999 graduate of the Cité Scolaire
Internationale of Lyon, France and 2000 graduate of
Keyser Hgh School. As part of her studies, Amanda
spent a semester studying in Budapest, Hungary and
doing an internship at the WHO in Lyon. At present,
she is doing a summer internship for another
International agency in Lyon. Amanda hopes to
eventually find a position in Washington, D.C.

Younger  sister, Ariana, has  successfully
completed her baccalaureate exams required by the
French government for high school graduation. She
too has graduated from the Cit¢ Scolaire
Internationale in Lyon. Ariana has opted to take a
year off between high school and university. During
this year break, she will be doing an internship for a
firm of architects in New York City. During that
year she will be residing with former Westernport



resident and artist, Susan Powers Stoecklein and her
family in Sleepy Hollow, NY. Following her year in
NY, Ariana hopes to study art history and interior
design at the University of Maryland.

From France the girls parents, Renna Grieu-Bess
and Gérard Grieu would like to extend a special
thanks to all of the faculty of KHS, the girls’
grandparents, Uncles Charles and James Bess, Aunts
Kathy and Missi Bess, Chris DiGioia and Ed Portaro
of Evergreen and Susan, Ed and Evelyn Stoecklein
for helping each of the girls to live their dreams and
successfully obtain their goal of studying and living
in the USA.

Submitted by Renna Thayer Shaver. [4]

Renna Thayer Grieu-Bess,
John Trevor Allcott
Wed At Deep Creek Lake

Fairy tale would be the best way to describe the
August 10th [2005] wedding of Renna Thayer
Griew-Bess and Mr. John Trevor Allcott in
Hazelhurst Cove on Deep Creek Lake, Md. In its
first official outing since its restoration, The Swan,
skippered by Mr. Larry Madson, carried Ms. Grieu-
Bess and her daughters, Amanda, Washington, D.C.
and Ariana, NYC, around the cove and across the
Lake to the ivy, lavender and daisy decorated dock
where the ceremony took place. The Swan was
escorted by a vintage Chris Craft skippered by Mr.
Bill Weissgerber and crewed by Mr. Rob Michael,
carrying the bride's two attendants, both sisters of

14

the groom Mrs. Sarah McPhilippes, Dubais-and Ms.
Marian Allcott, London, England.

Dressed in an art deco style tea length wedding
gown, the bride carried a bouquet of white roses,
stephanotis and fern which, was a re-creation of the
bouquet her grandmother, Margaret Johnson carried
in December, 1928, for her marriage to Dr. Robert
Bess, Sr.

Mr. Allcott was escorted to the altar by his three
children, Mrs. Jacqui Birch, London; Mr. Barry
Allcott, Ayr, Scotland and Miss Emma Allcott, Aix-
en-Provence, France. The groom was attended by the
bride's three brothers, Mr. James Bess, Dr. Charles
Bess and Mr. Larry Shaver, all of Keyser. They were
proceeded to the altar by flower girls Miss
Alexandra and Gracie Hill, Ridgeley, WV pulling an
ivy and daisy decorated wagon carrying the youngest
members of the bridal party, brother and sister,
Rennick (2) and Alexa Bess (2 months) Keyser,
WV.

Honored guests of the bride and groom were their
parents. The bride is the daughter of Jerry and Renna
Thayer Shaver, Keyser, WV and Dr. Bob and
Connie Bess, also of Keyser. The groom is the son
of Trevor and Barbara Allcott, Crimond, Scotland.

The cake table featured a French wedding cake,
Piece Monte or Croque Bouche provided by Chef
Pascal of the Deer Park Inn. The bride's mother
contributed the Bess family's favorite chocolate
whipped cream cake made from the family recipe
and a coconut cake. The Will of the Wisp added
Elsie's apple cake, a Garrett County oatmeal cake
and creme brulée. This was accompanied by Cerdon,
a sparkling wine which the groom had brought from
France. A toast was offered by John's son-in-law,
Craig Birch of London.

The couple spent their first night as newlyweds at
the historic Deer Park Inn before motoring on to The
Greenbrier, White Sulpher Springs, for their
honeymoon. They are currently residing at 205, rue
du Diot, 69270 Fontaines St. Martin, France. In
France, John is the European Director of Marketing
for the air conditioning company, Lennox Global
Limited. Renna is the owner/operator of her own
relocation company called Families on the Move.

Prior to the wedding day, the bride was feted with
a bridal weekend by her former college friends, The
Barbie Girls, at the Inner Harbor of Baltimore, Md.
The bride's father and stepmother hosted the



rehearsal dinner at Uno’s on the Lake.

The couple were united in marriage by the
Reverend Kyle Brown. He and his family became
friends of the couple while they were working as
missionaries for the Presbyterian Church of the
Christian American School of Lyon, France. His
comments to the gathering were drawn from his
friendship with Renna and John, the wealth of
family and friends present and the importance of the
Lake in their lives.

Following the ceremony, the new Mr. and Mrs.
John Allcott hosted a gala event for their guests.
Music was provided for the first part of the evening
by the fiddle, bass and banjos of Stewed Mulligan,
Cedar Point and then DJ. Johnny Rock, McHenry,
Md. carried on with the music into the night. Party
boat rides were provided by Johnny Ferrell. Wendy
Friend was the wedding coordinator and the
afternoon hors d’oeuves buffet was followed in the
evening by an AH-American style barbecue catered
by the Will of the Wisp. Dawn Hallidy, LeHavre,
France, was in charge of the guest book.

Submitted by Renna Thayer Shaver. [4]

Renna’ssance Of A Great Lady!...
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Renna’ssance of a great Lady! We have used a
play on words to announce the first official outing
for the newly restored Swan. The Swan delivered
Renna Thayer Gieu-Bess, daughter of Dr. Bob and
Connie Bess and Jerry and Renna Thayer Shaver, to
her August 10th Lakeside wedding to Mr. John
Tervor Alcott in Hazelhurst Cove. Recently restored
by its new owner, Mark Madison, his parents, Larry
and Mark Madison and the professional craftsman
Ervin Sweiter, the Swan has truly been reborn.
Designed and built by the late Mr. Noel Obienshain,
the boat was part of the Lake’s folklore from 1964
untl 1990. As young children, Renna Thayer Bess
and Mark Madson would watch in awe as the Swan
glided through the lake waters. When Renna read of
the restoration of the Swan by the Madson family,
she contacted them to see if it could be part of her
wedding. “I cannot thank this family enough for
what they have done in restoring this wonderful
piece of Lake memorabilia to her glory for future
generations of children to ride on and watch from
their docks. Riding her to my wedding was a dream
come true.” (Photo courtesy of Helen Macaulay).

Article submitted by Renna Thayer Shaver, article
originally appeared in The Piedmont Herald,
Tuesday, August 30, 2005-Page 3. [4]

Unplaced Wisconsin Thayers
By Patricia Thayer Muno

THAYER, Albert L./ S., b. 1827, m. Catherine E. HILT
THAYER, Alfred M., b. 1878, m. Hattie M. ( )
THAYER, Alonzo, b. 1823, m. Anna J. ( )
THAYER, Amos W., b. 1858, m. Edith A. ( )
THAYER, Anthony, b. 1840 WI, father of Henry, Jennie,
and Sybil

THAYER, Arthur H., b. 1882, m. Natalie G. ( )
THAYER, Ashley, b. 1859, m. Frances ( )
THAYER, Burt, b. 1876, m. Lorena LYNCH

THAYER, Byington, b. 1828, m. Susan ( )
THAYER, Caleb, b. 1844, m. Ellen ( )

THAYER, Cecil A., b. 1882, m. Charlotte ( )
THAYER, Cecil R., b. 1896, m. Agnes ( )
THAYER, Charles, b. 1831, m. Mariah WOODWORTH
THAYER, Charles E., b. 1859, m. Jennie E. SMITH
THAYER, Charles Edward, 1879-1955, m. Cora M.
STRUM

THAYER, Clarence C., 1859-1906, m. Alice H.
FORESTER



THAYER, Clarence M., b. 187?, m. Alice M. ( )
THAYER, Cully, b. 1897, m. Marguerite ( )
THAYER, Darwin, b. 1881, m. Daisy ( )
THAYER, David, b. 1884, m. Eva

THAYER, David O., b. 1873, m. Elizabeth MC COY
THAYER, Desire, b. 1883, m. Adele ( )
THAYER, E. H., b. 1866, m. Stella THRALL
THAYER, E. N., b. 1825, m. Henrietta ( )
THAYER, Edith E., b. 1871, m. George O. INGERSOL
THAYER, Edward/Edwin, b. 1848/49, m. Jeanette/Nettie
)

THAYER, Edwin F., b. 1847, m. Emma R. SAXE
THAYER, Elmer A., 1880-1964, m. Jeanette ( )
THAYER, Emory M., b. 1903, m. Rose D. ( )
THAYER, Frank B., b. 1857, m. Grace ( )
THAYER, Fred H., b. 1865, m. Annie E. ( )
THAYER, George, b. 1876, m. Ethel ( )
THAYER, George, b. 1888, m. Hazel ( )
THAYER, George F., b. 1865, m. Susie E. DARELIS
THAYER, Harry A., 1830-189?, m. Alice COX
THAYER, Harry William, 1875-1956, m. Kathryn
MONTENA

THAYER, William F., b. 1893, m. Mae ( )
THAYER, Henry, b. 1863, m. Olive ( )
THAYER, Henry, b. 1862, m. Belle ( )
THAYER, Henry L., b. 1862, m. Ella C. ( )
THAYER, Henry N., b. 1868, m. Harriet E. ( )
THAYER, Herman S., 1871-1900, m. Jessie STEELE
THAYER, L. B., b. 1846, m. Augusta M. ( )
THAYER, Isadore, b. 1886, m. Amanda ( )
THAYER, James, b.1856, m. Martha ( )
THAYER, James, b.1893, m. Mary ( )
THAYER, John P., b. 1858, m. Edith E. ( )
THAYER, Joshua C., b. 1870, m. May ( )
THAYER, L. H., b.1857, m. Lizzie ( )
THAYER, Lawrence W., 1961-1999, m. Diane M.
)

THAYER, Lee Osborn, b. 1927, m. Nancy Lee WRIGHT
THAYER, Leonard, b. 1882, m. Mable ( )
THAYER, Lewis I., b.1872, m. Pearl ( )
THAYER, M. B., b. 1877, m. Edith A. ( )
THAYER, Michael Moritz, b. 1946, m. Linda STARR
THAYER, Orrie G., b. 1836, m. Carrie ( )
THAYER, Philo, 1856-1926, m. Lydia Ella CEILLEY
THAYER, Wallace/Walter, b. 1852, m. Abbie ( )
THAYER, Warren F., b. 1848, m. Mary S. ( )
THAYER, William, b.1866, m. Ruth ( )
THAYER, William, b. 1867, m. Jennie ( )
THAYER, William W., b. 1836, m. Julia F. ( )
THAYER, William Wakeman, 1848-1925, m. Ellen B.
EDWARDS [&]

16

President’s Ramblings

It is hard to believe that the TFA year is nearly
half over. It seems like only yesterday that we had
the privilege of sharing the family reunion with
Garland Thayer and our cousins from Tennessee and
Virginia.

Now, in only 7 more months we will be
celebrating as a family in Salt Lake City, Utah. I am
so excited! Tricia and Don Muno have planned an
exciting week of activities. You will have the
opportunity to visit Salt Lake City, tour historical
sites, gather for family fun, dine together, and do
some family research.

Take a look at the article Tricia writes in This
Thayer Quarterly to get all the details and then
pick up the phone and reserve your room. It will be
the biggest and best reunion yet, I'm sure.

In the meantime, TFA business goes on as usual.
We have some unfinished business that needs to be
completed by the annual meeting. In the last issue of
the Thayer Quarterly I asked you to consider
taking on the responsibility of being a regional
representative for TFA. As of this writing we still
have some openings in a few of the regions. If TFA
is going to be healthy and grow, we need people to
help create interest in all of the regions of TFA.

Won’t you give us a hand? It will not take a lot of
time, but can make a huge difference in the future of
this family association. The following regions do
NOT have a representative:

Region 3: DC, MD, DE, WV, VA
Region 6: 1L, WI, IA, MN

Region 7: MS, LA, AR, TX, OK
Region 8: KS, MO, NE

Region 9:NM, AR, CO, UT
Region 10: MT, SD, ND, WY, ID

Regional Representative Job Description
1. To create an opportunity for the Thayer’s in the
region to gather together between TFA annual
meetings.

2. To be a communicator between TFA members
and the organization.



3. To make suggestions to the Board of Directors
as to TFA activities.

4. To invite TFA to hold their Family Reunion in
their region.

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to wish all
of you a very blessed Christmas and Chanukah
season. May you also have a happy and prosperous
New Year.

Sincerely, Russ Thayer [4]

From Patricia’s Mailbag
Submitted by Patricia Thayer Muno

In a desperate bid to track down and check in on
Marilyn (Rossbach) Thayer of New Orleans in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina, 1 contacted Marilyn’s
sister-in-law, Connie Thayer Beemer, in Orlando,
Florida. Connie informed me that although they had
just survived yet another hurricane (Wilma) she gave
me assurance that Marilyn was alive and well and
was staying with her sister in Atlanta, Georgia.
Connie said “Marilyn had evacuated before Katrina
hit --leaving her Volvo behind a garage in Slidell
when she developed engine trouble. Fortunately, she
was traveling with two ladies from her building who
were behind her in another car so she was not
stranded. After Katrina hit, she learned that
although there was no flooding in her area, the roof
of her building had given away just above her unit
and her kitchen, breakfast room, foyer and pantry
had the water and debris from the roof above pour
into these areas... 34 other units in her building had
sustained damage which they think was caused when
the winds lifted up the roof and then set it back
down. Watching the hurricane damage on television
in Atlanta, Marilyn saw her car under 8 feet of water
behind the garage in Slidell.

In the last newsletter, I sadly reported the May
2005 death of TFA member, Stuart Wallace Thayer,
Marilyn’s beloved husband.

When 1 finally made contact with Marilyn (a past
president of the National Federation of Republican
Women*), she reported back to me on October 25
with the following: You are so right! The last 5
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months have been quite TURBULANT! Katrina has
really knocked me for a loop!I’'m 4ill in Atlanta
with my sister, and her husband, who have been very
generous and patient and encouraging - but it is
almost 2 months - and is time for me to move on. My
apartment is being repaired - at least that’s a start,
but the whole kitchen, breakfast area, pantry and
entryway was totaled - and the wait on new kitchen
cabinets will take a while. The ETO (estimated time

For the last few days, ['ve been looking at houses
- and weighing the pros and cons about leaving the
New Orleans of my childhood. I know it will never
be the same during my lifetime, and it’s hard to dig
up roots - there’s just lots to sort out. I'm grateful to
Connie Beemer for keeping you informed about
Stue’s death... and also how he was spared the
devastation of his home and adopted city that he
loved. We both would have been among the
casualties I'm sure. Isn’t God good!In his perfect
timing, he knew what was best - for both of us - but
for now, it’s hard to accept...

Stue was so interested in keeping up with all the
news, but, as his health failed and he became an
invalid, his will couldn’t overcome his disabilities ...
Stue has been gone for five months, and I'm sure
he’s been updating his father, Walter E., about the
Thayer Family Association. Pop would have loved
being with all the family members and updating all
his writings.

At last report, Marilyn is still in Atlanta, and is
still waiting for her condo to be livable. (*See

Thayer Quarterly newsletter of Summer 1996, page
12.)

Patricia’s note: Stue’s father, Walter Edward
Thayer, was a friend and mentor to the late Waldo
Chamberlain Sprague, a noted Thayer genealogist.[4)]

Membership Report

We currently have 411 members paid up for 2005.
Keep you mailing address current with the
membership Chairman. As the post office does not



always forward 4th class mail, which our Quarterly
is mailed as, you may miss your Quarterly, even if
you have left your forwarding address with them.

It’s been a spell since I have gotten a membership
report together. ’'ve been active keeping a few
doctors gainfully employed. But 1 think all the
pieces are back together and I’ll try to get caught up.

We are very pleased to welcome the following
new members and encourage anyone, including new
members, to consider becoming involved in TFA. If
you would like to volunteer even just a little of your
time please let our president, Russ Thayer, know at
crt42(@tidewaternet or me, Clint Thayer at
ClntThayer@aol.com

Backes, Clifford Burton, Marlborough, CT (Clif
joins his wife Patricia Thayer Backes in a family
membership)

Finch Rogers B., Peabody, MA

Granett, Audrey Morse, Satellite Beach, FL

Luggar, Daisy H., Shevlin, MN

McGhee, Marcia Thayer, St. Petersburg, FL

Shaver, Gerald, Keyser, WV (Gerald joins his
wife Renna Thayer Shaver in a family membership)

Storey, Bayard Thayer &  Frances
Philadelphia, PA

Thayer, David W., Temecula, CA

Thayer, Sonja E., Holiday Island, AR (Sonja joins
her husband Donald C. Thayer in a family
membership)

Thayer, Virginia, Highlands, CO (Virginia joins
her husband Duane Thayer in a family membership)

Thayer, Earl Clausing & Betty Ruth, Cedarburg,
WI

Thayer, Ellaree, Abingdon, VA

Thayer, Hugh Grant, Sioux Falls, SD

Thayer, Kevin Douglas & Michelle N., Abingdon,
VA

Thayer, Kevin James
Riverside, CT

Thayer, Robert James, Woodbridge, VA

Thayer, Sherrill Janiel, New Glarus, WI

Thayer, Thomas C., Conway, SC

Thayer, William Gilbert, Redding, CA

Thayer, Charles Cleveland, Jr., Abingdon, VA

E,

& Gwendolyn Diane,

Please notify the Membership Committee if you
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are aware of any errors in your record. Also, if I
have missed anyone in this list let me know.

Note: Dues notices for 2006 are in the mail. If you

have not paid for 2006 a reminder that they are due
by Jan. 1, 2006.

Clint (Ralph Clinton, Jr.) Thayer, Membership
Chairman, email ClntThayer@aol.com [4]

_______________________________________________

Change of Address Form

If you will be moving in the near future and
have your new address, please clip this out or
photo copy and mail to the Membership
Chairman, Clint Thayer:

Thayer Families Association

346 Washington St. PMB #310

Braintree, MA 02184

(or email data to: cntthayer@aol.com)

Name:

Old Address:

City: State:

Zip:

NEW Address:

City: State:

_______________________________________________

From the Editor...

Many changes are happening in my life now since
my 21 years in the Navy is drawing to a close. My
retirement date is 28 Feb 2006, but with my final
leave, or vacation time owed to me, I will be on
vacation from 30 Dec until 28 Feb 06. I will be
residing in Thailand during my vacation time and
will stay there until June, at which time I will retum
to the Michigan.

My daughter, Samantha will remain in Japan at


mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:clntthayer@aol.com
mailto:crt42@tidewater.net

the base in order to complete the school year. She
will be staying with friends there. I will return to
Japan and bring her to Michigan when her school
ends in June.

There will be NO interruption in your newsletter!
I have worked on the last several issues while in
Thailand. 1 can still receive and answer email, edit
and format the newsletter, and upload the files of the
newsletter to the printers and to Kate for electronic
distribution. The Spring issue will be completed on
time and will originate in Thailand! The summer
issue, although is normally completed on the first of
June, will be delayed to the end of June so I can
include all the reports from the Reunion at Salt Lake
City!

While I am residing in Thailand, I will not have
the means to produce my books. Until I return in Jun
2006, the links to my books have been disabled on
the TFA website. I apologize for this inconvenience.
Also unavailable will be the back issue CD’s. I can
still easily produce these in Thailand; shipping out of
Thailand is very expensive!

I have received many good articles, and have
many to get into issues. If you submitted an article, it
will eventually appear in an issue. I suffered a
computer casualty but thanks to backups of all my
data files, I am finally getting email, articles and
other data sorted and formatted for use in upcoming
issues. Now with my pending move, I will need
more time to get everything in order. I will be
working from my laptop when I first get to Thailand,
until my household goods arrive and I get my big
computer moved to my apartment. [&]

Stories Needed

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a
Thayer related family with the rest of your family.
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them.
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will
write the article for you. Editor [A]

Membership Form

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership.
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association.

Please check one: Annual Dues $15.00 New Single Membership Renewal of Single Membership
Annual Dues $25.00 New Family Membership Renewal of Family Membership

Please check one: PAPER Issue mailed to you

ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you

BOTH

Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.

First member name:

Second member name:

Number of years desired:

Address:

X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total:

City, State, Country and Zip:

Email address:

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:

Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association

346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
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2006 Thayer Family Reunion Reservations

Last: First: Middle:
Address: State: Zip:
Phone: ( ) - E-Mail Address:
Anticipated day & time Hotel where you Anticipated day
of arrival in SLC will be staying of departure
Will you be attending Thursday’s YES NO If yes, how many will be in attendance? $
“This Is The Place” Tour?
($8.00 adults, $6.00 children 3-11) 0 [
Will you be attending Friday’s YES NO If yes, how many will be in attendance? $
Park City / Olympic Park tour?
($25.00 per person) 0 [
Will you be attending Saturday’s YES NO
luncheon buffet? If yes, how many will be in attendance? $

($13.00 adult, $6.50 child 10 & under) D D

Will you be attending YES MO If yes, how many will be in attendance? $
Saturday’s Banquet and

entertainment? U O

($24.00 per person)

Will you be attending YES NO

Sunday’s If yes, how many will be in attendance? N/C
Mormon Tabernacle Choir 1 O

broadcast?

(Free to all over age 8)

Will you require babysitting YES NO

for Saturday’s banquet If yes, for how many children? __

0 O

Total enclosed $
Please fill out and send with check or money order to:

Judith L. Young-Thayer
Thayer Families Association Treasurer
311 Willow Oaks Blvd.; Hampton, VA 23669-1531
JLYThayer@AOL.com
Please also include a list of names (ages of children) for each person attending
on a separate sheet of paper.




Now Available!

Thayer Family o America olume [

This richly bound red leatheret volume

1S two volumes in one. It contains added
insight to the Thayer family and their
expansion and valuable contributions to the
Growth of America.

Leaders in Banking, Industry, Science and Explorations
are but a few of the many closeups Patricia has included
for descendants to learn about and share with their
children and grandchildred. Few early families can claim
the magnitude of influence Thayers have had on the
expanding American landscape.

This volume of 824 pages tells of colonial land disputes of
Richard and his attempted meeting with King George and a
copy of the long disputed indian land deed. Extensive author
notes provide insight and information to family members, their
involement in the Revolutionary and Civil wars. Long lost
genealogies are encapsulated with new information and stories.
Sophia Gifford Thayer founder of BHS and General Sylvanus Thayer founder of West Point are included with
photos- the total numbering 153. Early newspapers attempting to explain strange deaths, personal Journal entries
and copies of letters draw the reader close to their lives. The first [ron Works in America and information contained
therein reflects Thayer contributions. By special permission, the personal account of the sinking of the Titanic

as told by John (Jack) Borland Thayer is included. Learn of the famous Thayer Expedition and the collection and
the discoveries now housed at Harvard. The Landcasters of Mass., The Legacy of John Eliot Thayer, the memories
of Mary Thayer Hale of the Thayer Family of Westfield, Mass. The author's assistance of the return of two new
found art treasures to the Thayers of Wesfield Mass, in addition to 9 pages of valuable references for additional
study and research preceed one hundred and twenty four pages of detailed indexing. .. Thomas Thayer volume V
now in progress. ... author Patricia Thayer Muno and editor Don Muno ...3618 N. 225 E. North Ogden, UT 84414.

..... Order Form.....
A GComprenensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America:
824 page Vol IV is 2 volumes combined !
&

Remember to add Volume IV Richard Thayer 1641 | $ 120 | s/h 5.00 —

shipping and handling

costs with each book Total enclosed::
Print Send orders and make checks to:
You.r. BHS, Braintree Historical Society
Mailing 31 Tenney Rd., Braintree, MA.
Address . 02184 - 6512
phone/e-mail ieo | (781) 848 1640




THE THAYER QUARTERLY
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310
BRAINTREE, MA 02184-4702

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamily.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, Albert Thayer Morton:
Thayer Families Association
346 Washington St. PMB #310
Braintree, MA 02184-4702
Email: thayerATM@aol.com

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762
Email: HJThayer@aol.com
Please include an SASE if you need a reply.

The Thayer Quarterly O (copyright 1994-2005, all rights
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers,
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer
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Quarterly will become property of the Thayer Families
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion
of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association,
and/or the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of
the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer
(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to
present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is
available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify
paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members,
$5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA,
346 Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is
available for $10 to the above address.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the
editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via
the Internet are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an
attached file containing the article. Articles and submissions
may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. Please
provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the
editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be
credited to you. Deadline for submission to the Spring Issue is
Feb 25", [@
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