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WWII vet gets to fly his ‘old bird’ 
by Christian Hill, The Olympian 

 
    Orlando “Bill” Allin hadn’t seen the old plane in 
60 years, and it didn’t disappoint. 
    As soon as it emerged from the clouds at Great 
Falls International Airport in Montana, sunlight 
glinted of the aluminum wings long washed of 
military color and markings. 
    Allin, of Olympia, who turns 83 on Tuesday, 
piloted the Douglas C-47 cargo plane in World War 
II. The flying machine he cursed all those years ago 
had become an old friend returning for a brief visit. 
    “It was nice to see the old bird,” Allin said from 
his Olympian home Thursday, a day after he 
returned from Montana. “We put so much work in 
(the reunion) and it was enlightening to see it all 
come together.” 
    The sentiment was different more than sixty years 
ago when Allin, a member of the 438th Troop Carrier 
Group, was assigned to the plane in the weeks 
leading up to the D-Day invasion. The 61st 
anniversary of the invasion is June 6. 
    The plane had a reel system in the cargo hold to 
extract gliders used by thousands of World War II 
troops to get to the battlefront. 
    Allin dubbed the plane Drag-‘Em-Oot and named 
one it’s engines Irene, after his girlfriend back home 
- now his wife of 60 years. Neither the plane nor 
engine failed him. 
    Still, Allin worried he’d miss out on the planned 
massive airdrop and his first combat mission 
because there was no room in the plane’s cargo hold 
for paratroopers. 
    He was in luck. Allin offered to take the co-pilot’s 
seat on another plane, that of his buddy and fellow 
pilot, William Beach. 
    “He was happier, and I was happier,” Allin said. 

    Together, they served as wingman to the 
commander of the first group of planes dropping 
paratroopers into Normandy after midnight on June 
6, 1944. 
    The paratroopers secured bridges in preparation 
for the historic beach landing. 
    German tracer fire was so heavy on both sides of 
the plane that the two pilots instinctively leaned 
inward in the cockpit, bumping heads. Allin recalled 
the 18 paratroopers were so loaded with extra 
ammunition that the pilots had to power up the plane 
to keep it steady in altitude. 
    “We had our hearts in our mouths, so to speak,” 
he said. 
    He went on to fly seven combat missions and 
hundreds of freight flights, delivering equipment to 
the fight and bringing injured troops back from the 
front lines. 
    Drag-‘Em-Oot, like D-Day, fell into history. 
    Several years ago, Allin’s son, Gary, began 
researching the war and the plane on the Internet. 
He’d accompanied his parents on a trip 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of D-Day and 
remained interested in his father’s wartime 
experience. 
    The C-47’s new owner, Patrick “Paddy” Green of 
England, knew that the plane had come from the 87th 
Troop Carrier Squadron and put information on a 
Web forum about the plane and its reel system. 
    Green was refurbishing the plane in Arizona 
before flying it back to England, where it would 
become part of a museum.  
    Gary Allin contacted Green and they were able to 
verify that Green’s plane was Drag-‘Em-Oot 
because of the unique reel system.  
    “It was kind of a process of elimination,” Gary 
Allin said. “He (Bill Allin) was the only one in the 
squadron assigned to one of those planes.” 
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    After the plane’s initial service with the Army Air 
Corps, it was switched to the British Royal Air 
Force, where it participated in Operation Market 
Garden, the botched attack in Holland. That event 
was portrayed in the 1977 film “A Bridge Too Far.”  
    Bill Allin also flew paratroopers for the 
Americans during that operation, but in a different 
plane. 
    During his father’s reunion with the plane last 
week, Gary Allin said he noticed rivets covering the 
bullet holes the plane took from enemy aircraft and 
ground fire during that operation.  
    “There’s actually a bullet through the pilot’s seat,” 
he said. 
    The plane was eventually transferred to the Royal 
Canadian Air Force before it was sold for 
commercial use, Gary Allin said. 
    Green flew the old C-47 to Great Falls 
International Airport before heading back to 
England, and last week the Allins flew in Bill Allin’s 
Beechcraft Sierra to the Montana airport to see it. 
The World War II pilot took a short flight in Drag-
‘Em-Oot, this time in the co-pilot’s seat. 
 
Article was provided by Madora Allin Boyd, and is a 
cousin to Orlando “Bill” Allin. Bills lineage, also 
provide by Madora is:   Orlando H. (Bill) ALLIN10, 
Jessie May STEARNS9, Orlando Clayton 
STEARNS8, Priscilla THOMPSON7, Jonathan 
THOMPSON6, Jemima BAXTER5, Jemima 
THAYER4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thomas 
THAYER1.  
 
Reprinted in its entirety. Article originally appeared 
in The Olympian, Monday, May 30, 2005.  

 
 

Laura Ann Thayer Styer 
1860-1 951 

 
    Laura, the fourth child of the Elbridge Thayer 
family, was born 10 Feb 1860 in Chickasaw Co., 
Iowa on her father’s 28 birthday. She was 11 years 
old when they moved to Butler Co., Nebr. She 
attended the Deer Greek school 1½ miles from their 
home and attended Sunday School there on Sundays 
with the rest of the family. 

    While attending a Thayer family reunion in 1877, 
Laura met David, a young man from “back east”, 
who had come to work for her uncle, James P. 
Thayer. David B. Styer was from Bucks County, 
Penn. He was born 30 Dec 1854 to Henry B. Styer 
and Margaret Swartly. He was 23 and Laura was 18 
when they were married 25 Sept 1878 at the home of 
her parents near David City, Nebr. 
    David and Laura farmed near the parental home in 
the community of Rising City for 14 years. Six of 
their eight children were born in that Butler Co. 
community. 
    The birth of their first child brought sadness for 
the little girl, Anna Laura, was born 30 Apr 1879 
and died the next day. She is buried in Butler Co., 
Nebr. 
    A second daughter was born 3 Sept 1880 and was 
named Maggie Margaret. Frank Henry was born 28 
Aug 1882 or 1883, Ethel Rhoda born 24 May 1886, 
Royal James born 28 Nov 1889, and Mary Julia born 
28 Feb 1892. 
    In the spring of 1892 David moved his wife and 
family to Cedar Rapids, Nebr. about a hundred miles 
to the northwest. A daughter, Olive grace, was born 
in Cedar Rapids, Boone co., Nebr. on 9 Jan 1895. 
    In Nov 1899 the family moved by covered wagon 
to Knoxville, Nebr. Laura’s brother, Oren Thayer, 
helped the family move by driving the span of mules 
that pulled the covered wagon. The eldest son, 17 
year old Frank, drove the team of horses hitched to 
the hayrack loaded with household furnishings. The 
Styer family moved into a cut bank house with the 
bedroom area dug out of the hillside. One night 
during a cloud burst, the rain water washed down the 
hill caving in one side of the dug-out and covering 
Olive and her bed in mud. 
    In June 1901 the David Styer family joyfully 
moved onto their homestead four miles north of 
Inman, Holt Co., Nebr. David had built a 32 foot 
square sod house on the land. Their eighth child, 
Bessie Ella, was born in the sod house on 1 Dec 
1901. It was there also that daughter, Maggie, was 
married in l902. The prairie sod was very sandy, 
therefore the sod walls continued to crumble. On 
Maggie’s wedding day a part of a wall fell in, 
punctuating the occasion. During the fall of 1902 the 
sod walls were framed up providing greatly 
improved living conditions. 
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    A daughter recalls those years remembering theirs 
was a singing family. Father David could still sing in 
Pennsylvania Dutch the songs he had learned as a 
boy. Mother Laura sang alto and one daughter 
played the organ. A family favorite was hymn 
singing while returning in the wagon from church 
services at the schoolhouse. 
    With a large family there was a1ways sewing to 
be done and the daughters learned very young how 
to thread needles before going to bed. Then Laura 
would spend the evening sewing by the light from a 
little kerosene lamp. 
    Laura loved books and good stories from “Hearth 
and Home” and “Comfort” magazines. The family 
was always kept on the look-out for medical advice 
as doctors were almost unheard of---anyway, who 
needed a doctor if they minded Mother? Do as 
Mother said and surely you would soon be well. And 
if not--undoubtedly it was because you had not done 
JUST as Mother said. 
    Laura had her children together at home for about 
a year after the youngest child was born. Then it was 
time for her to prepare for a home wedding. Maggie 
aged 21, married Louis Henry Robinson at Inman, 
Nebr. on 1 or 2 July 1902. He was born 6 Dec 1877 
or 1880 at St. Louis, Missouri. They had five 
children, Maude (burned on cook stove at age three 
and died), Fanny Bea, Laurence Howard, unnamed 
baby who died at birth, and Charles Franklin. Soon 
after her 30th birthday Maggie died of blood 
poisoning on 22 Sept 1910 and burial was in a 
country cemetery near Winnebago, Thurston Co., 
Nebr. Next Laura prepared her home for a winter 
wedding. Ethel Rhoda married Scott Simmon 
Connor on 10 Jan 1906. He was born 22 Apr 1883 at 
Clearfield, Iowa. They had 10 children: Scott S., 
who died in infancy, Ethel Mae, Gladys Iva, 
Dorothy Winifred, Wilma Darlyn, Haze1 Ellen, 
Margie Eileen, Bettie Maxine, Sammie Eugene, and 
Shirley Grace. Scott Connor died 23 June 1958 at 
Royal, Nebr. On 20 Jan 1960 Ethel Rhoda married 
Heine (Henry) Provancha. 
    The oldest son’s wedding was celebrated New 
Years Day. Frank aged 26, married Edna May 
Eveland on 1 Jan 1908 at Butte, Nebraska. She was 
born 26 Dec 1889 at Sheldon, Iowa. They had two 
children, Laura Iva and David Buryl. Frank, a farmer 
and carpenter, died in 1972 at Buhl, Idaho. 

    The following year Mary Julia age 17, married 
James Henry Eveland on 12 May 1909 at 
Winnebago, Nebr. He was born 17 Feb 1885 at 
Masonville, Deleware Co., Iowa. He was a cousin of 
Edna May, Frank’s wife. James Eveland died 20 
June 1960 at Sand Point, Idaho. They had 13 
children; Mildred Ruth, Mary Lucinda, Millard 
Fillmore, Freddie Ray, Francis Styer, James Henry, 
Joseph who died at birth, David Robert, Laura 
Marjie, Bessie Lucille, Sylvia Maxine, Floyd LeRoy, 
and Lloyd Earnest. 
    David and Laura Styer had moved from the 
homestead to a farm near Winnebago, Nebr. on 1 
Mar 1907. Frank’s marriage in 1908 and Mary’s in 
1909 along with Royal’s move to South Dakota left 
only the two youngest children at home. Then Olive 
left the family home in 1913 to keep house for her 
brother, Roya1, on his homestead in So. Dak. Olive 
and Royal left Winnebago by train arriving in 
Winner, Tripp Co., So. Dak. on 26 Feb 1913. Their 
brother, Frank, met them with a team of mules and a 
bobsled, however it was snowing and storming so 
badly that they were forced to remain in town over 
night. It took them all the next day to get through the 
snowdrifts with sled and mules to Frank’s home 
where Edna was eagerly awaiting their arrival. 
    Olive remained at their home seven weeks to help 
with the birth of Frank and Edna’s son. In 
appreciation for her help, Frank gave Olive a sow 
pig. Then Olive moved to Royal’s homestead and 
kept house for him until he was married on 11 Oct 
1916. Royal aged 27, married Hazel Peters at 
Winner, So. Dak. five days before her 19th birthday. 
She was born 16 Oct 1897. They had 9 children: 
Gerald Royal, Robert Lloyd, Helen Norma, Marvin 
Arnold, Stanley Leroy, Joyce Eugene, JoAnn Eileen, 
Richard Lee, and Dennis Dee. Royal was a carpenter 
for the Great Northern, B & B railroad. Olive Grace 
aged 22, married Joseph B Truhe on 4 April 1917 in 
the Methodist church at Winner, So. Dak. He was 
born 20 Apr 1890 at Carroll, Iowa. They had two 
children, Clinton Walter and Viola Marie. Joseph, a 
farmer, died 3 June 1944 and was buried in Winner, 
So. Dak. 
    Bessie Ella at age 18 married Perry Ray Lichty at 
Neligh, Antelope Co., Nebr. on 18 Aug 1920. He 
was born 30 Mar 1897 at Brunswick, Nebr. They 
had two children, Perry Ray and Terry LaVerne. 
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    After David Styer retired, he and Laura had a 
cottage on their daughter, Mary Eveland’s 
homestead near Gordon, Nebr. Laura continued to 
live in her cottage home for four years after David’s 
death on 1 Apr 1929. Then she moved into Mary and 
Jim Eveland’s home where she enjoyed helping care 
for her grand children. 
    Sheridan Co., Nebr. in which Gordon is located 
was in the “dust bowl” area during the Great 
Depression. In 1937 the Jim Evelands, a married 
daughter and her family, and Laura Styer, left Nebr. 
and moved to Hope, Idaho. They took two months to 
make the trip across Nebraska, Wyoming and the 
length of Idaho. They saw historical markers along 
the Old Oregon Trail, camped out and at some 
places the men worked. They had two trucks of 
household goods and livestock plus the family car. 
They arrived at Hope, Idaho on 11 Sept 1937. The 
men found work and the children started to schoo1. 
After 6 months the Evelands bought a house on 
Trestle Creek 4½ miles from Hope. The two story 
house was nestled in dense forest back against a 
mountain with a creek running between the house 
and the road. 
    At age 84 Laura still enjoyed needlework and 
created many beautiful gifts for her loved ones. In 
later years she pieced quilts to pass her hours, 
needing to wear glasses only a few hours a week. 
    Laura Ann died on 7 Mar 1951 at the age of 91 
years. She was preceded in death by her husband and 
two of her eight children. Her burial was at Pinecrest 
Cemetery in Sand Point, Bonner Co., Idaho. 
 
    Submitted by Lu Anne Kriebs. Lu Anne writes, 
“These are stories on each of Elbridge’s children, 
they were written in the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s. Mrs. Esther Merryfield Robb of Rocky Ford, 
Colorado, sent them to my mother-in-law. They 
were actually written for the wife of Elbridge’s 
family. But I think they are interesting enough to 
share with the family.” Original spelling retained. 
Fourth of seven articles. 
    Laura’s lineage is Laura Ann9, Elbridge May8, 
Royal Olmstead7, Jedediah6, Micah5, Jonathan4, 
Josiah3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1 THAYER.  t 
 
 

 

Letters of the William Austin Thayer 
Family 1837-1881 (Part 3) 

By Eleanor Anderson of Dallas, TX  2002   
 

MARY JANE FOWLER THAYER AT 
WAPANUCKA, CHICKASAW NATION 

APRIL 11, 1855 - JUNE, 1855 
 
    Undaunted by yet another physical and emotional 
collapse and having to give up her work with her 
beloved Tuscaroras in New York, Mary Jane has left 
the ABCFM and has been appointed by the 
Presbyterian Board of Missions to the Wapanucka 
Mission in the Chicasaw Nation in what is now 
southeastern Oklahoma. She arrives there in 
November, 1854 and stays at least until her scholars 
have had their examinations on June 29, 1855. 
    There are only three family letters written during 
this period, but additional letters have been located 
in the Clarke Historical Library of Central Michigan 
University, Mount Pleasant, Michigan, 48859. These 
consist of four letters Mary Jane wrote to the 
Secretary of the Mission Board, Rev. J. Leighton 
Wilson. 
    She writes to Rev. Wilson in her usual confiding 
style, “Bear in mind that I am not writing to the 
Secretary, but to a kind friend and Christian 
brother.” She freely describes her own feelings and 
experiences and she defends a fellow teacher, who 
has been relieved of her teaching duties for not being 
able to control her students. She feels Miss Ogden 
needs sympathy and support. She boldly suggests 
that Rev. Wilson could write “a few cheering words 
from yourself - some kind suggestions respecting 
future plans for her, might remove all unhappiness.” 
“I have in former days been placed in trying 
circumstances, and have known what it is to yearn 
for sympathy.” She also states her opinion that the 
“ungrateful girls,” who incited the others to attack 
Miss Ogden as she knelt with them in evening 
prayers, should have been expelled.   
    When Mary Jane has been at the Mission a month, 
she writes Rev. Wilson: “Satisfied that I am now 
where the Lord would have me be, I am in a happy, 
peaceful lighthearted and thankful frame all day 
long. Not a cloud yet - not one of those difficulties 
which I anticipated.” On March 23, 1855, she writes: 
“Continue happy on my work. Performed double 
duty only two weeks.” 
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    The “double duty,” care for the girls’ personal 
needs plus teaching them, however, continues. This 
involves a work-day of before dawn until after nine 
p.m., when the girls have gone to bed. One time 
consuming duty is sewing and altering the girls’ 
clothes. “Although I had the readymade linsey 
dresses to remake last winter, I found to my great 
relief, that the readymade cotton dresses, for 
summer, required very little alteration.” 
    By mid-April, Mary Jane seems to be buckling 
under the strain. She starts locking herself in her 
schoolroom when the children are at recess. She 
writes her father on June 1, 1855, “I have stolen into 
the school room to write, but I am not left 
undisturbed here. Again and again, have the children 
tried the door and looked in at the window, but I am 
in a quiet corner where they cannot see me, and I 
make no noise, I assure you. Such a search as they 
are making all over the house for Miss Thayer, 
nobody can tell where she is. It is too bad, but I must 
and I will have this noon to myself.” 
    Somehow, Mary Jane makes her way through this 
time of trial. She writes Rev. Wilson on June 7, 
1855: “I am getting along quite pleasantly with my 
school now. My duties do not seem as onerous as 
they did a few weeks ago. I did have some fears lest 
I should not endure to the close of the session.” 
During this period, William Austin is living in 
Bristol, Kenosha County, Wisconsin. Lucius and his 
family are also there. Mary Jane writes, “give my 
love to Lucius, Sarah, Emma and Luly.” It can be 
assumed that Emma is Lucius’ child called Ella 
Louisa (1854 -    ) in the Thayer genealogy and Luly 
is Lucius’ son, Lucius Morton (1852 - 1930). 
    Caroline is in Georgia. William M.’s residence is 
not mentioned. In October, 1852, his father said that 
William was talking of coming home from Georgia 
once his school term was over. On May 1, 1853 he 
has gone to visit Lucius in Kenosha. Could our 
wandering William have gone back to Georgia, 
taking his sister with him? 
    Clinton is apparently settled in Chicago. Twenty 
years later, he will marry Eleanor Cook in that city. 
 
Editor’s Note: This wonderful set of letters was 
written by Eleanor Anderson of Dallas, TX in 2002 
and was submitted by Patricia Thayer Muno. Due to 
the length of this written work, 17 pages in all, I am 

making this available in parts that will appear in 
successive issues.  t   
 

To the Top of the World 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
    The highest mountain in the country of Japan, 
which is classified as an active volcano, is Mt. Fuji. 
Nearly all Japanese citizens climb this mountain at 
least once in a lifetime. Many tourists visiting Japan 
from around the world also climb this famous 
Japanese mountain. The Japanese say the one who 
sees the sunrise from the top, will start a new life.  
 

 
View from the top. 

 
    Snow covers the mountain most of the year so the 
trails to the top are only open for climbing in August 
and September. If one climbs in early August, snow 
may still be present in patches along the way to the 
top.  
    Mt. Fuji, or Fuji-san as the Japanese people call it 
out of respect, is 12,380 feet above sea level and is 
considered an advanced climb. This is not like 
hiking through a forest or on a simple trail, many 
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people cannot make it to the top due to altitude 
sickness, which is very severe headaches. When this 
happens, they have to turn back.  
    There are trails to follow, as well as rock 
outcroppings to climb as well, using hands, and a 
climbing stick. The majority of the trail is switch 
backs, or zigzags, since the side of the mountain is at 
a nearly 40 degree angle, one cannot go merely 
straight up, doing this can also cause major rock 
slides. 
 

 
Shinto Temple at the top. 

 
    I have been to the top six times. The first time was 
in 1995, then I started taking (racing) people selected 
for advancement to Chief Petty Officer (CPO) to the 
top. This was started as a teamwork building event 
and to show them that they can do anything they set 
their mind to. I was a sponsor of a new CPO select 4 
years in a row, from 2000-2004. I race the entire 
group up, and in those four years, no one has got 
there ahead of me.  
    This is my story on the latest climb I did in 
September of this year, this time with the 
Commanding Officer (CO) of my detachment, he 
thought it was going to be a walk in the park…  
    The journey to the top began with a two hour van 
ride from Yokosuka base to Station 5 of Mt. Fuji. 
We departed the base and arrived at Station 5 at 
about 7:00 am. (Charter buses from the base like to 
arrive at 5:00 am in order to give the climbers plenty 
of time to get to the top and back down.)  
    Station 1 is in the city at the very base of the 
mountain, then as one goes up in elevation, various 
levels are designated Stations. Station 5 is the 

highest one can drive to. The van takes almost an 
hour alone to get from Station 1 to 5.  
    Station 5 is located at about 6,000 feet above sea 
level, still within the tree line, which is located at 
approximately 7,500 feet. From this station, you 
cannot see the top. People think that they are only 
climbing from 6,000 feet to 12,380, or just 6,380 
feet, just over a mile. In reality, due to the 
switchbacks, the distance covered just going up is 
about 5 miles! 
    The average time for climbers to make the trek 
from Station 5 to 10, which is the top, averages 5-7 
hours, so you can see the importance of arriving 
early. The longest it has taken me is 4 hours.  
    After parking, we made sure we had all our 
equipment ready, 1 liter of water, 2-3 heavy long 
sleeve sweatshirts, small medical kit (ace wraps and 
plenty of large bandages), small camera, small bottle 
of sun screen, snacks to eat on the way or at the top. 
All of this, except the water, is placed in durable zip-
lock plastic bags.  
    Why the plastic bags and the extra clothes? The 
top can be very different than at Station 5, and can 
average 40 degrees colder, it can also be raining at 
the top, or on the way up. You also get very wet 
when you literally walk through a cloud. Average 
temperature is 38 degrees at the top. 
    I wear long jeans, tee-shirt, flannel shirt, long 
sleeve sweat shirt, and sneakers for the trek up and 
down. I put on more shirts at the top and they stay 
on until I get back to Station 5. We also leave a full 
set of clothes, including flip flops in the van, to 
change into when we return.  
    Why sneakers and not hiking boots? You have to 
remember you are always going up when you start, 
always lifting your feet and stepping or climbing up, 
sneakers are lighter than boots. 
    Our climb started about 7:15 am and was 
progressing along well. I and two of my friends 
passed my CO just above the tree line before the 
next station, now called mountain huts. The are 
wood frame structures built into the side of the 
mountain and covered with lava rock. They have 
water and food for sale, and some offer lodging for 
the night for climbers wanting to complete the trek 
before sunrise. They also have heat, which can be 
very important.  
    On the climb up I always tell people they will pass 
through two torii gates, but not to look up the 
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mountain for them. If you have seen a scenic 
Japanese picture or painting, there is usually a red 
torii gate shown. These are religious (Shinto) 
symbols and can be very large. When a person looks 
up, they may see the next station or torii gate, but 
can take hours to get to them, even though they look 
like they are right there in front (or above) you. 
    At Station 9 we encountered rain as the clouds 
were passing us. At this point we are less than 1,000 
feet from the top and my friends and I choose to put 
on another shirt. Looking down the trail, our CO was 
no where in sight. We told him at the start of the 
climb, we have our own pace and will not slow for 
him. It is best just to keep going and get to the top, 
rest for a bit, then start down.  
    Now we are wet from the rain (and sweat), cold, 
and with more wind, but we going to make it to the 
top. It wasn’t raining hard enough to close the trail 
so we were good on continuing up. We could not see 
more 50 ahead of us, and after 30 minutes of 
switchbacks, we could see the first torii gate through 
the cloud. We knew that the top is about another 30 
minutes past that, and nearly a straight uphill climb 
through the rock outcroppings. 
    Climbing the trail on the switchbacks takes some 
timing and coordination. The Japanese who 
normally climb in large tour groups to the top, take 
little baby steps, maybe a third of a normal step. 
They can keep this pace for about 30 minutes at a 
time, and rest for 20 minutes at a time. They average 
6 hours going up. I use the full pace method for the 
switchbacks and outcroppings. I walk in normal 
steps as long as my legs will move (you have to 
remember, you start out at over a mile above sea 
level, and will ultimately climb to 2 1/3 miles above 
sea level, and are always lifting your weight up with 
every step) then I rest for 15-30 seconds, then start 
again. In the lower elevation, one can walk maybe 
200 feet then rest, the closer you get to the top, 
maybe 50 to 100 feet then rest. 
    The reason for this is you need to take in oxygen 
when you work, the harder you work, you breath 
harder to take in more oxygen for your blood, but at 
higher elevations, there is less and less oxygen, so 
your legs just simply stop working. After a brief rest 
and when you start again, your legs feel great, then a 
few moments later, they will stop again. 
    We started on the outcroppings when the wind 
increased. The wind on the way up can be quite 

strong, especially when you are clinging to the side 
of the mountain. The switchbacks offer some 
protection from the wind, but the rock outcroppings 
offer none. As we continue to climb up, our brief 
rest breaks are becoming more frequent. And with 
the increased wind, one just simply leans into the 
wind, rest breaks are done on the outcroppings and 
you just try to hug the rock when resting (people 
have been blown a considerable ways down the 
mountain by not always leaning forward or by 
loosing their balance). 
    We finally see the second torii gate, indicating the 
top is only a mere 50 feet above that. Approaching 
the last gate, steps are cut into the rock, and going up 
these steps is probably the most painful part of the 
up climb. After passing through the gate, there are 
about 30 more steps, which require a couple more 
rest breaks. We made it to the top at 10:45 am, a 
mere 3 ½ hours after starting. My best record is 3 
hours, but that was with no rain or wind. 
    Once on the top, the view can be spectacular, it is 
like you are standing on the top of the world! The 
picture from the top I have in this article is from a 
previous climb, as we had a cloud at the top and 
could not even see the crater. At the top, the trail is 
now flat, there are shops for heat and food, and just a 
place to rest. 
 

 
Another view from the top, the Shinto Temple is to the left of 

the stone monument. 
 

    Also on the top, at each of the five up trails, are 
Shinto temples, where one can get two stamps on 
your climbing stick. The stamps are hammered into 
the stick by Shinto monks, and translate to “person 
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at top of Mt. Fuji” and “temple at top of Mt. Fuji.” I 
have six pairs of these stamps on my climbing stick I 
have used for every climb I have made. 
    We ducked into a shop for a can of hot coffee, 
warmed a little, put on more clothes, then proceeded 
for the down trail at 11:45 am.  
    The down trail is all switchbacks on loose lava 
rock, almost like walking on loose gravel. I always 
tell my groups, when walking the down trail, always 
lean backwards, and use the heals of your shoes to 
walk on, never put your foot flat on the gravel or you 
will slide and fall. If you are not leaning backwards 
you’ll fall forwards and that can be bad, if you are 
leaning backwards, you’ll fall on your butt and 
usually land in the sitting position, which is ok. 
    Back at Station 5 at the van, we were changing 
into our spare set of clothes at 1:15 pm. On the way 
down, there is no need to stop and rest, we actually 
run down part of the trail. Going down hill is so 
much easier than up, gravity does most of the work. 
    At 5:00 pm our CO walked up to the van, totally 
exhausted. We told him our time and he was truly 
amazed. He told us he made it to the top at 1:00 pm, 
the clouds had moved out so he took some photos of  
the crater, then started down at 2:00 pm. Just over 10 
hours for him, but a trek I am sure he will never 
forget.  t 
 
  photos: top, up trail, down trail, temple. 
 
 

Words from the President 
      
    As I wind down the last few months of my second 
term as president of TFA, I want to reflect on some 
things that have happened; have NOT happened; and 
express some “thanks” to so many people. 
    Let me begin with what has happened.  My goal 
was to leave TFA a stronger and more vital 
organization when I left office than when I came in.  
I believe we have done this.  Upon arriving on the 
scene we had experienced some internal difficulties 
that threatened to sink TFA out of existence.  There 
was some personality problems that took precedence 
over good action.  Curt tried to bring us to a new 
level by moving the reunion to Michigan, as Al had 
led us to West Point, but there was difficulty getting 
the board to agree to move forward on this.   
  

    Trough dumb luck, intelligence, or whatever, I 
was able to get us to think regionally and move in a 
direction of regional family reunions in various parts 
of the country.  Last year, thanks to the efforts of 
Garland Thayer ad the Thayer’s of Virginia and 
Tennessee, we had an outstanding reunion in 
Virginia.  This year, thanks to the efforts of Don and 
Tricia Muno, we have an even more exciting 
opportunity to gather in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
Hopefully, the years to come other Thayer’s will 
invite us to meet in the Northwest, the southwest, or 
wherever someone is willing to invite TFA to meet.  
We have decided to meet in Braintree ever 5 years, 
which means we need invitations for 2007, & 2008.  
Should you be so inclined to ask us to come, let 
either myself, or one of the board members know 
prior to the meeting in June.  We would like to 
announce next years annual meeting place at this 
years meeting. 
  
    We have tried to regionalize TFA with mixed 
results.  We were fortunate to have several of you 
volunteer to organize and promote TFA in your 
region, but unfortunately we could not get enough to 
complete the task.  Recently the board voted to put 
regionalization on hold for awhile.   That is a 
disappointment for me because I really believe the 
success of TFA depends on local people encouraging 
other Thayer descendents to join together to share 
knowledge about their family line.  Hopefully this 
will be undertaken again at a later time and help will 
come to make this the strongest Family Association 
possible. 
    Now, for the thanks.  I cannot begin to thank the 
Board of Directors for all their support and help.  
Those of you who have not served in this capacity 
have no idea what it takes to keep TFA vital and 
alive.  The endless e-mails that go on between board 
members are overwhelming some times.  Thank you 
to the board members who have put up with my style 
of leadership and reined me in when I needed to be 
held back and supported me when I had a crazy idea. 
    To those who volunteered to be regional 
representatives, Thank YOU!   We know who you 
are and will remember you as we need leadership in 
the coming years. 
    Lastly, Thank you to two people who got me 
involved in TFA over ten years ago.  Thank you 
Judy and Al.  Because of you I managed to serve 
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TFA for 10 years on the board as secretary, board 
member, V.P. and President. 
    My prayers for TFA are that we can continue to 
be a family that grows and cares about one another 
for years to come  God bless you all. 
    See you in Salt Lake City in June!  Don’t’ miss it, 
it will be fantastic! 
  
Sincerely,   
Russ  
President TFA 
Tel # 207-677-2598 
e-mail: crt42@tidewater.net 
Address: P.O. Box 83, New Harbor, ME  04554  
 
 

Historian’s Report Mar 2006 
 

 
Thayer family reunion of the descendants of George 
Washington Thayer held in Erie County New York 
in 1911.  Photo courtesy Ross Johnson. 
 
THAYER FAMILY REUNION 2006 

 
Plans for the 22-25 June 2006 Thayer Family 
Reunion are coming right along! Reservations are 
beginning to pour in.  Everything for the FOUR fun-
filled days is pretty much in order.  We only need 
the "stragglers" to get their reservations for 
accommodation made at the hotel of their choice, 
and to send their necessary monies for the various 
reunion events by JUNE 1, 2006 in to Judith L. 
Young-Thayer. Please send your registration 
monies to Judy at: 
 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 

Hampton, VA  23669-4205 
 
Thanks to Robert James Thayer of Springfield, 
VA, the ThayerFamilyReunion.com web site is up 
and running!  Bob has donated his personal time and 
expenses to bring you this helpful site. You can get 
most any information you should need about the 
reunion here.  Please visit the site now, and be sure 
to sign our guestbook. If you still have any 
questions, don't hesitate to call us (Donald and 
Patricia Muno) here in Utah at 1-801-317-4260.  
OR, you can send us an e-mail at 
DonMuno@aol.com. 
 
When our attendees arrive, we would like to have 
everyone to check in with us (Donald & Patricia 
Muno) at the Plaza Hotel as soon as they are settled 
so we can update you on developments.  If you are 
not going to be staying with us at the Plaza, please 
call and leave a message or a note at the Plaza 
Hotel’s main desk so we will know where to find 
you and coordinate our attendees' directory.  The 
phone number there is 1-800-366-3684.  It is our 
intention to be able to distribute the Welcome 
Packets as soon as you arrive.   
 
Here is some of what we have in store for you: 
 
Thursday (June 22nd) we have planned a fun tour to 
This Is the Place Heritage Park Village. This is an 
unscheduled trip that we will take by city bus.  The 
Utah Transit Authority (UTA) normally does not go 
up to this park, so arrangements will need to be 
made at least a week in advance.  The bus fare is 
$3.00 per person ($1.50 seniors; children under 5 
free); PLUS the park admission: $6.00-adults 
($4.00-children ages 3-11; $4.00-seniors).  We will 
receive a group discount of $1.00 per person on the 
park admission if we have more than 10 in our 
group.  We hope you will be here to go with us!  
Time to be determined later. 
 
Friday (June 23rd) we will meet at 10:00 a.m. for 
the big tour to Park City and the Olympic Venues, 
which will be a certain highlight for everyone in 
attendance.  Remember you are on your own for 
meals that day.   
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When you come back that night, the Thayeritage 
(our coined word for “Thayer Heritage”) event will 
be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and will certainly be 
a highlight of your stay.  Our hosts for this fun 
evening are Curt and Donna Thayer of Freeland, 
Michigan.  This evening will afford everyone the 
chance to display their family photos, mementos and 
keepsakes with plenty of time for sharing anecdotes 
and remembrances with one another.  We will be 
having a Pioneer program and entertainment, starting 
at 7:00, so please be on time.  The evening will bring 
a new and exciting highlight: a quilt showing and 
quilt raffle. 
 
Martha Thayer Evans , of Albuquerque, NM, is 
donating the vintage quilt made by her mother and 
grandmother to be raffled off.  It is made in a 
"Grandmother's Flower Garden" motif and is 
absolutely gorgeous!  You won't want to miss an 
opportunity to add this Thayer family treasure to 
your own collection!!   The quilt is 87 inches by 97 
inches.   The price of the tickets are $10.00 per ticket 
or 3 for $25.00, and the person has to be at the 
reunion to win the quilt.  Tickets will be available 
for purchase at the reunion. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Writes Martha: 
 
    “This quilt originated in Kane, a small town in the 
Allegheny mountains of western Pennsylvania, in the 
late 1940's or early 1950's.  Mom and I used to visit 
Grandma, Charlotte Dawson Thayer and my great 

Aunt Lottie Thayer Norris in the evenings. They 
were always doing needlework of some kind.  Aunt 
Lottie supported herself that way.  We were a family 
of little means at that time and frugality was the 
name of the game.  Scraps of fabric were never 
thrown away, they became doll clothes and quilts.  
 
    Aunt Lottie taught Mom and me how to make the 
"flowers" by folding fabric over pieces of paper cut 
in the shape of a hexagon. Mom, Helen Elliott 
Thayer, did the piecing, finishing the top in the 
1960's and 70's. She left me the finished top when 
she died in 1999.  It was about 2002 when I finally 
finished the quilt with batting and backing. The 
quilting was done professionally by machine but I 
hand stitched the edges.  
 
    In 2006 this quilt will be donated to the Thayer 
Families Association to be raffled off at the reunion 
in Salt Lake City, Utah.  Somehow I just know that 
my mother would be very happy to make a 
contribution to the Thayers.  She was very interested 
in Thayer genealogy and inspired my cousins, Rev. 
Nelson T. Thayer and Douglas M. Thayer and me 
to continue our Thayer research.” 
 
If you have items to display in the Thayeritage, 
PLEASE get in touch with us (Donald & Patricia 
Muno) so we can be sure to have the names of the 
exhibitors, the item/items being displayed and any 
interesting and pertinent information concerning the 
items listed on the program.  Each item will be 
appropriately identified and cross-numbered to the 
menu.  Thinking of bringing something?  How about 
a special Thayer photo album?  Anyone have an 
ancient Thayer Family Bible to show?  How about 
Grandfather Thayer's old chain watch?  
Grandmother's quilt?   Please share anything that 
you would like to display that you can easily bring 
along with you.  We plan to have someone assigned 
to watch the items during the time they are to be on 
display.  Contact us at: 
 
Donald & Patricia Muno 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414 
Email: DonMuno@aol.com 
Phone: (801) 317-4260 
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If  you would like to help serve in any capacity at the 
Reunion, please contact Donald and Patricia at the 
address above.  There are a number of things that we 
need help with and I promise they will not be very 
taxing!  If you would like to help with the 
Thayeritage, please contact Curt and Donna Thayer 
at: 
 
Curt & Donna Thayer  
2900 Thayer Rd 
Freeland, MI 48623-9472 
Email: cdthayer@speednetllc.com (new address!) 
Phone:  (989) 695-9113 
 
We will be having some exciting new Family 
History products demonstrated at the Thayeritage.  
Laura Best of EchoRoad, Inc. will be there to show 
us the basics of scrap-booking family history.  
Beverly Christensen will be coming from Northern 
Utah to illustrate her Heritage Makers  products, 
including: storybook publishing, heritage photo 
journals, brag books and hero posters.  
 
Linda Garn will be coming to show us how we can 
preserve, organize, share and enjoy our priceless 
family treasures.  As a PhotoMax customer, Linda 
will show us how to set up a FREE account which 
will entitle you to store a copy of 5 GB of your 
digital photos in the granite vaults of the Wasatch 
Mountains forever!   Darlene Odenwalder of 
Relative Genetics will be coming to answer our 
questions about how DNA testing can help us solve 
genealogy problems.   
 
Kim Savage will be coming to represent My 
Ancestors Research and Education Products. 
And, we are hoping that someone will be able to join 
us from The Jefferson Project and demonstrate how 
Passage Express Multimedia Software  can solve 
many of your photo and document organizational 
strategies.  They will show us how to make slide 
shows, and documentaries and how to publish small 
or large amounts of family history information in an 
attractive CD or DVD presentation format. 
 
Don't forget to bring your personal Family 
History research as we will be right next door to 
the World's largest Family History Library.  It would 
be helpful to check out what is available there before 

you leave home.  Check online at: http://www. 
FamilySearch.org> Library> Family History Library 
Catalog.   
 
We are trying to get the Grandma Thayer's Kitchen 
cookbook off the ground and still need YOUR input!  
My recipes are all ready to send in, and I have some 
really special ones to share!  How about YOU?  
Please send your special family recipes to our 
cookbook editor, Janet (Thayer) Blickle at:  
thayerfamilyjournal@yahoo.com.  OR, send them 
via "snail" mail to: 
 
Janet Thayer Blickle 
3255 Gateway St  
Springfield, OR 97477-1053 
Phone (541) 736-1142 
SATURDAY (June 24th) 
 
Brig. General James Burdett Thayer, TFA's sole 
surviving founder, is scheduled to be our featured 
speaker at the TFA annual meeting on Saturday at 
1:00 p.m. at the Plaza Hotel after the 12:00 
luncheon.   We are all very excited to meet with him 
and hear what he has to say about his reasons for 
forming the Thayer Families Association.   
 
We have an amazing evening in store for our 
attendees at the elegant banquet Saturday night 
starting at 6:00 p.m. at the Joseph Smith Memorial 
Building (formerly the Hotel Utah).  Don't let 
anything catch up by surprise!  Dress for that 
evening can be whatever you wish—you can go 
"elegant" or casual, but you won't want to go 
"grungy."   We just want everyone to feel 
comfortable.  If there is a time for dress-up, 
however, Saturday night would be it.  Due to the 
lack of interest no babysitting service has been 
arranged. 
 
 
 
SUNDAY 
 
If you would like to join us for the live broadcasting 
of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir on Sunday 
morning, June 25th, please plan your return trip 
home for the afternoon.  We will meet at 8:45 a.m. 
and walk a block to the Conference center where we 
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must be in our seats by 9:15.  Most people attending 
will be in “Sunday Dress,” but it is not mandatory.  
Remember, because this is a live broadcast, 
admission is limited to those 8 years of age and 
older.  We will then bid our farewells and start 
making our plans for the 2007 Thayer Family 
Reunion!  Our prayers will be with you until we 
meet again. 
 
 
 

From Patricia’s Mail Bag 
 
ERRORS IN THE COMPREHENSIVE 
DISCOVERED 
 
Cross-referencing page number errors in Volume 
III:   
 
From Berta Ramona Thayer, in Panama City, 
Panama I learned that she was having difficult 
understanding the numbering system in Volume III 
of my Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America, Descendants of Richard 
Thayer, Immigrant to America 1641, Through his 
Grandson, Richard3-2-1.   After analyzing Berta's 
family listing, I became aware there was quite a 
problem that had never been brought to my attention 
before!  I can explain how this happened, but it 
might not make sense to the layman, but bear with 
my as I attempt to explain: 
 
Because of the considerable number of 
intermarriages between Thayers and their own 
Thayer cousins, and, in order to keep the genealogy 
following the MALE line of descent, I had to 
generate several small books and then join them all 
together to make one book.  In the process of 
copying, cutting and pasting, some of the program's 
page numbering codes evidentially became 
damaged!  This resulted in the program not making 
the necessary adjustment to reflect the correct cross-
referencing page numbers!!  As with any published 
work of this scope, errors will certainly creep in, but 
I sincerely apologize for this under-sight!!  
Unfortunately, this is the first this has been brought 
to my attention!  Fortunately, the individual's unique 
numbering system and the page indexing is for the 
most part correct and this should aid the reader in 
tracing lineage backwards and forwards.  Please 

make note of these important corrections elsewhere 
in this issue and at the ThayerFamily.com web site. 
 
PAGE 1: 
1. Richard Thayer:  There should be no cross-
referencing number after his name. 
2. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 2> 
 
PAGE 2: 
2. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child should read 
<See pg.1> 
4. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 3> 
 
PAGE 3: 
4. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child should read 
<See pg. 2> 
6. Benjamin Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 3> 
544. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent  should read 
<See pg. 61> 
863. John Thayer):  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 93> 
 
PAGE 4: 
6. Benjamin Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child should read 
<See pg. 3> 
775. Zebulon Thayer: His identification number is in 
error and should read 202.  His cross-referencing 
number illustrating where he appears as a parent 
should read <See pg. 23> 
8. Benjamin Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child should read 
<See pg. 4> 
13. Benjamin Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 5> 
 
PAGE 23: 
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202. Zebulon Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent is missing 
and should read <See pg. 4> 
 
PAGE 61: 
544. Richard Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child is missing 
and should read <See pg. 3> 
 
PAGE 93: 
863. John Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child should read 
<See pg. 3> 
1038.  Micah Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a parent should read 
<See pg. 113> 
 
PAGE 113: 
1038.  Micah Thayer:  Cross-referencing number 
illustrating where he appears as a child is missing 
and should read <See pg. 93> 
 
Duplication error in Volume IV. 
 
The first day in February rang in with a call from 
Patricia (Holden) Thayer, wife of Edward 
Howard Thayer, of Monmouth Beach, NJ.  Pat and 
Ed had recently obtained their Volume IV of the 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America and sought to point out a few errors found 
on page 416 in that volume. 
 
As our conversation developed, it became evident 
that there were a couple of duplications!  While 
hubby Don served as my "translator" in the 
conversation with Pat, I pulled up the 1900 Jersey 
City, Hudson county, NJ census, and sure enough—
the census taker gets to take a share in the blame!!  
In that record, the census taker listed Hiram Howard 
Thayer as the head of the family with "wife" Della 
and "son" Howard C.  Thayer.   In actuality, Della 
Thayer was the wife of Hiram's son, Edward 
Stillman Thayer (1864-1893); and the Howard C. 
Thayer listed as Hiram's son was, in fact, his 
grandson!  Additionally, it became evident that the 
73 year old Susan Naylor listed as Hiram's "mother-
in-law" was in fact the mother of Hiram's daughter-
in-law, Della (Haggar) Thayer.   
 

There is one explanation for this error that could be a 
consideration, and that is perhaps Hiram WAS 
married to his daughter-in-law, Della!  After all, it 
was after the death of his son, Edward Stillman 
Thayer in 1893, AND after the death of his wife, 
Martha Ervilla Manley about 1894.  Or perhaps it 
was just easier to say that they were married than to 
make explanations to the nosey census taker. 
 
The bottom line is, these kinds of errors do creep in, 
and although there have not been many such 
informative calls in my 33 year career, we do 
appreciate Pat's time and efforts to help clear up the 
confusion! 
 
New Thayer Civil War Soldier 
Alfred William Gardner has informed us that his 
great grandfather, Stephen Thayer (1841-1922) was 
a soldier in the Civil War.  Stephen was with the 
38th Regiment Mass Infantry Volunteers and 
captured at the battle of Cedar Creek Virginia, Oct. 
19th, 1864.   Stephen's lineage:  Stephen8 (Titus7, 
Stephen6 Uriah5, Shadrach4, Ephraim3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1) THAYER and Thankful8 (Uriah7-6-5, 
Shadrach4, Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) 
THAYER   
 
Ancient Book shared.   
David and Beth Spencer of Michigan City, Indiana 
have recently shared an early book entitled Colorado 
Tourist Guide and Souvenir Book, by Frank Storrs 
Thayer.    Also, they sent the children’s book The 
Puppy Who Wanted a Boy by Jane Thayer.  Does 
anyone know who this author of children’s book is?  
These books will be displayed in the Thayeritage 
exhibits along with dozens of other interesting 
Thayer artifacts!  Thank you to David and Beth! 
 
Throughout all this hub-bub, my trusty assistant, 
Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer, continues to make 
good headway in placing Thayers in my “unplaced” 
file.  He has made some significant findings in the 
last several months, and we are all indebted to him!  
Thank you Jerry for all your welcome help! 
 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian/Genealogist 
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From Patricia’s Mail Bag 
  
Letter of 9  Dec 2005 from Harvey Lew Thayer: 
    Guess I will take the time to tell you about my 
grandpa and great uncles' adventures back in the 
1860's as I have the blood of a medal of honor 
winner coursing through my veins. 
    Back in early 18601 grandpa Pliny ELLIS and 
great uncle Horace were working as hewers for a 
logging company near Chippewa Falls, WI.  
(Hewers removed limbs from threes cut for the 
lumbering industry after the trees were felled.)   
    After hearing of the of the start of the Civil War, 
the Ellis boys enlisted in the army of the North at 
Chippewa Falls and were assigned to Co A, 7th 
Wisconsin Infantry Volunteers.  After a time they 
were sent to a camp in Indiana for training and later 
assigned to the Iron Brigade of the Army of the 
Potomac.  After training north of DC for a time they 
were involved in the Battle of Manassas or Second 
Bull Run, as we called, in the North.  During a 
skirmish at a place called Browner Farm at almost 
point blank range, Grandpa Pliny was wounded by a 
mini ball fire between two of his fingers and was 
sent to a hospital ship off the coast of New Jersey to 
regain the use of his hand. 
    Uncle Horace, meantime. was sent TDY to Co D, 
4th US Artillery and as he had no artillery training, 
he was assigned to handle the horses.  (Men from 
volunteer outfits were sometimes sent TDY to 
regular outfits to replace troops lost to the war.)  
Meantime, Grandpa Pliny got the GIs (Dysentery) so 
bad that he was finally sent home, his hand 
somewhat healed.   
    After some time at home and good food, he got 
over his GIs and after a time he re-enlisted and 
received a $100.00 bonus. By this time they needed 
replacements so badly.  By this time Uncle Horace 
was reassigned to Co A and Grandpa Pliny back to 
Co A so they were together again.  By this time 
Richmond (Virginia) had been captured by the North 
and the Siege of Petersburg was on. 
    At this time the Waldon Railroad was being used 
by the Southern forces to resupply their troops in 
Petersburg.  Co. A was assigned to stop these 
shipments.  During a raid on Weldon Railroad, 
Uncle Horace captured the flag of the 16th 
Mississippi Vols. and was wounded inthe face.  For 
this he was awarded the "Congressional Medal of 

Honor."  Meantime, grandpa Pliny was again 
wounded at a place called Gravelly Run during the 
battle of Five Forks; probably a leg wound. 
    I don't know if either one or both were at 
Appomattox Court House.  Both were discharged in 
1865.  Uncle Horace receiving his medal and rank of 
Sergeant and Grandpa Pliny rank of Corporal.  Uncle 
Horace kind of dropped out of sight.  Grandpa Pliny 
used his hundred dollar re-enlistment bonus to buy a 
farm near Bloomer, Wisconsin where he married and 
fathered 13 children (my mom was number 12).  
Because of his wounds, he, for a time, received a 
disability pension of $50 a month until his death in 
the early 1920's.  I never knew grandpa Pliny 
ELLIS, as I was born in 1927. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Change of Address Form 
 

If you will be moving in the near future and 
have your new address, please clip this out or 
photo copy and mail to the Membership 
Chairman, Clint Thayer: 
Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 
Braintree, MA  02184 
(or email data to: clntthayer@aol.com) 
 
Name:________________________________ 
 
Old Address:___________________________ 
 
City:_____________________ State:_______ 
 
Zip:__________________________________ 
 
NEW Address:_________________________ 
 
City:_____________________ State:_______ 
 
Zip:__________________________________ 
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From the Editor… 
 
    I can honestly say retirement is treating me well! 
It was a big change to move to Thailand and start 
civilian life and a new business.  
 
    My new business is web site design and an 
internet café. I have a three story shop-house that has 
the internet café on the bottom floor, with 16 
workstations, my office is located on the middle 
floor, and my living quarters is on the third floor. It 
is a brand new building. After I get the sign and the 
rest of my furniture installed, I will have photos in a 
future issue. 
 
    The hardest part of moving here was getting used 
to the traffic, not the amount of traffic, it is the way 
they drive here! Going from living in Japan where 
traffic is orderly, everyone stays in there lane, and 
everyone obeys the lights and signs. Here, they just 
kind of wander around on the road, lines mean 
nothing here, lights are obeyed by cars but not 
motorcycles, which out number cars probably 3 to 1. 
 

    Another change I have done is to let my hair grow 
out a little, after 21 years of short, military hair cuts, 
I can let mine grow a little more now. I also have a 
beard now, but have to keep it trimmed because it is 
so hot here. The temperature here on average is 100 
degrees during the peak of the day, and I have seen it 
as hot as 90 at 9 am. 
     
   I do apologize for this issue only being 16 pages, 
some of the material I needed is on my big 
computer, which I have not received yet. The 
summer issue will be a standard 20 pages and I will 
have an in-depth article on life here in Thailand as 
well as pictures of my new business. 
 
 
 

Stories Needed 
 

Stories are always welcome, and needed in order to 
maintain your newsletter. Please consider sharing a 
Thayer related family with the rest of your family. 
Submit completed stories to the Editor at the address 
listed on the back of this newsletter or email them. 
Feeling timid? Just send the information and I will write 
the article for you. Editor  t 

Membership Form 
 

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $15.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                Annual Dues $25.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
Please check one:    PAPER Issue mailed to you ________    ELECTRONIC Issue emailed to you _______   BOTH ______ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons) If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($15 or $25) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        346 Washington St. PMB #310 
                                                                        Braintree, MA  02184-4702 



16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, Albert Thayer Morton: 

Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 

Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
Email: thayerATM@aol.com 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 
Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2006, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials publis hed in the Thayer 

Quarterly will become property of the Thayer Families 
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 
of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 
and/or the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of 
the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer 
(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to 
present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is 
available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify 
paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, 
$5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 
346 Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A 
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that 
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is 
available for $10 to the above address. 
   ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the 
editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA 
address or email the editor at thayer@genealogist.net with an 
attached file containing the article. Articles and submissions 
may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. Please 
provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. Deadline for submission to the Summer Issue 
is Jun 25th. t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310 
BRAINTREE, MA  02184-4702 

 



2006 Thayer Family Reunion Reservations 
 

Applicant Information 
 

 
Last: ______________________________ First: _____________________ Middle: ________________ 

 
Address:_____________________________________ State: ________________ Zip: ______________ 

 
Phone: (______) ______ - ___________       E-Mail Address: __________________________________ 

 
Anticipated day & time                        Hotel where you        Anticipated day 
of arrival in SLC ________________     will be staying _________________       of departure __________ 
 

 
Will you be attending Thursday’s 
“This Is The Place” Tour?   
($8.00 adults, $6.00 children 3-11) 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
If yes, how many will be in attendance?______           $______                

  

 
Will you be attending Friday’s 
Park City / Olympic Park tour?  
($25.00 per person) 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
If yes, how many will be in attendance? ______           $_________

 

 
Will you be attending Saturday’s 
luncheon buffet? 
($13.00 adult, $6.50 child 10 & under) 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
 
If yes, how many will be in attendance? ______             $______ 

 
Will you be attending Saturday’s 
Banquet and entertainment? 
($24.00 per person) 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
 
If yes, how many will be in attendance? ______             $______

 
Will you be attending Sunday’s  
Mormon Tabernacle Choir 
broadcast? 
(Free to all over age 8) 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
 
If yes, how many will be in attendance? ______                    N/C

 
Will you require babysitting for 
Saturday’s banquet 

 

YES 

� 

 

NO 

� 

 
 
If yes, for how many children? ______ 

          Total enclosed  $_______ 
 

Please fill out and send with check or money order to: 
 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
Thayer Families Association Treasurer 

311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 
Hampton, VA 23669-1531 

JLYThayer@AOL.com 
Please also include a list of names (ages of children) for each person attending on a separate sheet of paper. 


