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Thayer Families Association  
Annual Reunion, June 20 - 24, 2007 

Braintree Massachusetts 
 

    Circle the date and make your plans to come to 
the birthplace of American Thayer’s, Braintree 
Massachusetts. Our entire meeting will be held at the 
Sheraton Braintree Hotel, an exquisite location just a 
few miles from the Thayer Library and Braintree 
Historical Society. 
    TFA has reserved 20 rooms at the Sheraton at a 
reduced rate of $105.00 per night. To make 
reservations call, 1-781-848-0600 and mention you 
are with the Thayer Families Association. These 
rooms must be booked before May 27, 2007. 
    There are other hotels in the area, which are in 
easy driving distance from the Sheraton. The 
following list and telephone numbers are for your 
use: 
 

Hampton Inn: 781-380-3300 
 Holiday Inn Express: 781-848-1260 
 
No rooms have been reserved in these hotels, so if 
you plan on staying there, call immediately. 
    We will be offering two meals on Saturday, June 
23. We will have the following for lunch: 
 
- Butcher Block Buffet, including, 
- Chef’s soup du Jour, Red Bliss potato salad,  
- Assorted deli meats, Roast beef, Turkey breast, 
Baked Ham, Swiss and American cheeses,  
- Relish tray with Tomatoes, onions, pickles and 
lettuce, a variety of breads and dessert 
- Cost: $30.00 p/person 

 
- Dinner which includes: Jumbo Shrimp, Caesar 
Salad with parmesan cheese and croutons, sage 

stuffed chicken with stuffing, mashed Yukons and 
seasonal vegetables, chocolate decadent cake with 
Frangelico Crème.   
- Cost $35.00 per person 
 
    We hope to have two bus tours. One tour will be 
held on Thursday, late morning, and the other tour 
on Friday, late morning. The tours are as follows: 

 
Plimoth Plantation Tour (An unguided tour of 
Plimoth Plantation cost: $15.00 plus the cost of 
admission to the Plantation.) This is based on 47 
people attending.  The cost will be borne by those 
that go. 
 
The Freedom Trail Tour in Boston (A Trolley tour 
of the Boston Freedom Trail, which includes The 
Old North Church, The Constitution, and other sites, 
with a stop at Quincy Market for shopping.) Cost: 
$22.00 per person based on 35 participants. The cost 
will be borne by those attending. 

 
    Please use the registration form to sign up for 
these tours. All reservations for tours MUST be in 
by June 1st, should the tour be cancelled due to lack 
of participation, your money will be refunded. 
    The annual meeting will be held Saturday after 
lunch. The opportunity to seek genealogy interests 
will be available on Saturday morning at the 
Reunion Hotel. 
    Time is moving quickly. Get your reservations in 
soon. Use the registration form accompanying this 
article and send it in quickly to:   
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 
Hampton, VA  23669-1531 
Email: JLYThayer@aol.com   t 

thayer.genealogist.net
mailto:jlythayer@aol.com
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Donald Cushing Thayer Remembers 
his Grandfather 

 
    When my grandfather, Louis Edwin Thayer, left 
the Hartford Courant in 1916 for work in New York, 
he only returned to Collinsville, Connecticut 
sporadically, leaving his wife Bertha to raise their 4 
boys and one daughter. Fortunately, the children 
were able to remove much of the burden from their 
mother’s shoulders. At some time, Bertha was in 
New Rochelle, New York, where she passed away 
after a time of sickness in 1927, the children having 
remained on Collinsville under the care of their 
paternal grandparents, Albert L. and Juliet Thayer. 
The family was told that their father lived in 
rooming houses near where he was working, and that 
he moved about from time to time between New 
York City, Mamaroneck, Westchester County, and 
eventually Stamford, Connecticut. As his children 
grew and eventually left home, and his wife Bertha 
passed away, they all understood that their father 
only lived in a boarding/rooming houses, and, 
therefore, they should never visit him. Lou made 
periodic, but widely spaced, visits to his sons in the 
Hartford, Connecticut area 
    Louis Edwin Thayer’s children married and had 
grandchildren. I remember how excited us kids 
would get when we found out that Grandpa (Lou) 
Thayer was coming to celebrate Thanksgiving with 
us. Not every year, as this was the 1930’s and 
1940’s…money was scarce and then the war 
years…transportation was hard to come by. The 
Thanksgivings that Grandpa Thayer did come, 
however, was pure jubilation for us grandchildren.  
We all felt sorry for our Grandpa, “who didn’t have 
much money, but sacrificed just to visit us, and more 
important to us was the fact that if he did not come 
for a visit, he would miss out on a Thanksgiving 
dinner.” I remember my parents, Reg and Bea, 
attempting to “slip” a few dollars into Grandpa’s 
overcoat pocket (to defray expenses) as he prepared 
to leave for the train station in Hartford to catch a 
late afternoon train back to Stamford to his rooming 
house. He had only stayed 5 or 6 hours, but “he had 
to get back to finish an article he was working on.” 
Most years I remembered my parents, or Uncle 
Gerald and Aunt Martha, depending on who had 
cooked the turkey that year, trying to wrap up a 
turkey leg in a multi- layer waxed paper bundle, and 

forcing Grandpa Thayer to take it home with him so 
that he would have something to eat the next 
morning! I wonder now if that turkey leg made it 
beyond the first trash can in Hartford. 
    The family and descendants of Bertha Cushing 
and Louis Edwin Thayer were unaware that their 
husband and father had a second family located in 
New York City and Stamford, Connecticut areas, 
until 1954. At that time, Lou, in declining health, 
called his eldest son Rudy (Albert Rudolph Thayer), 
to come to Stamford from his home in Brunswick, 
Maine. When Rudy arrived at the address given to 
him, he was greeted by his father, Lou, who 
introduced his family by saying, “Rudy, I want you 
to meet my wife Esther and my children…your step 
brothers and sisters!” A befuddled Rudy stayed for 
several hours of flabbergasted awe. When it came 
time to catch the train back to Maine, he left his 
new-found family, stopping at a pay telephone to tell 
his brother Reginald in Newington, Connecticut, that 
he would be stopping in to spend the night and that 
he had something extremely urgent to tell him. He 
requested that Reg have his brother Gerald (who also 
lived in Newington) at his house when he got off the 
train in Hartford and made his way by bus to 
Newington in a couple of hours. 
    Rudy held the news until he arrived at Reg’s 
house. While the family waited, there was an urgent 
speculation in the Reginald Thayer house as to what 
the urgent news was. When Rudy stepped off the bus 
and rang the doorbell, the door was opened and a 
“very worn” Rudy was ushered into the living room. 
He was still visibly shaken, but managed to explain 
what had passed at the Stamford Thayer’s residence. 
Everyone sitting in the living room sat there in a 
stupor…not knowing what to say or how to act. 
Everyone had a fitful sleep that night. 
    No one back then was aware that our Grandfather, 
Louis Edin Thayer, was leading a double life, and 
effectively, very effectively, he had been able to 
cover it up all those years (about 40 years). So far, I 
have been unable to find a marriage date for his 
marriage to Esther Marie Apelgren. Their first child, 
Vera, was born in 1915. His first wife Bertha 
Cushing Thayer died in 1927, twelve years after the 
birth of Vera. Most, if not all, of the 6 children in the 
second family must have been born while Bertha 
Cushing Thayer was still living. All 6 children were 
born from 1915 with Vera being the first, and June 
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being born in 1930. Would it be presumptuous to 
assume that “Bill Graham,” Lou’s city editor for the 
Hartford Courant, had introduced him to Esther 
Marie Apelgren, one of the many theatrical 
celebrities in New York prior to his departure from 
Hartford in 1916? 
    I can also remember the years during World War 
II, when “defense workers” were shipped to different 
locations in the United States to allay labor 
shortages. My uncle, Gerald Thayer, was classified 
as one of these workers. He was given a leave of 
absence from his long time employer, the Royal 
Typewriter Company in Hartford, Connecticut, and 
went to work for Landers (I believe that the full 
name was Landers, Ferry, and Clark of New Britain, 
Connecticut). He was sent to Chester, Pennsylvania, 
and thence to somewhere in lower New York State, 
or possibly the Bridgeport, Connecticut area (I forget 
where), and while on the job, another worker 
approached him and asked if he had any relatives in 
the Stamford, Connecticut area. When Gerald later 
told us of this, he said that he replied “no,” except 
for his elderly father who lived in the Stamford area. 
This story makes much more sense than it did at the 
time. 
    This experience answered the question of why 
Grandpa Thayer always made a maximum of one 
visit a year to visit us in Newington, and why, if 
Reg, Gerald, or Rudy visited him in Stamford, that 
he insisted that his living quarters were too shabby 
for them to see, and they would meet in a Stamford 
restaurant for a brief visit. After the shocking news 
that night, both families contacted each other and 
visited back and forth several times. Everyone felt 
no animosity towards anyone, and both families 
seemed to accept the fact that there had been 
skeletons released from the closet, and let’s get on 
with our lives. Contact between the 2 families had 
all but dwindled to zero as of 1999. However, 
contact was re-established in 2002. 
    The Stamford, Connecticut born children, in birth 
order and with their married names (as of 1960), are 
the following: Vera Thayer (Little) born 1915, 
Walter Thayer born 1918, Jeanne Thayer (Mitchell) 
born 1921, Irene Thayer (Petrucci) born 1922, Shirly 
Thayer (Zwart) born 1925, June Thayer (LaChance) 
born 1930. 
Written by Donald Cushing Thayer, 13 May 2006. 
t  

Looking for Thayer Relatives 
 
    My name is Berta Ramona Thayer and I live in 
Panama, where I was born. I am a graduate of the 
University of California at Berkeley law school and 
am a member of the District of Columbia bar. You 
can contact me at berta@thayer.net. 
    My grandfather, Jira Payne Thayer, fraternal twin 
of Julia Elizabeth Thayer, was born on January 13, 
1861, perhaps in New York. Grandfather Thayer 
served in the Spanish American War and later came 
to Panama to work on the construction of the 
Panama Canal. For his work on the Canal he was 
awarded the Roosevelt Medal to which, for extra 
years of service, one bar was added. In 1909, in 
Panama, he married my grandmother, Emma 
Arosemena de Thayer, born in 1888. Previously, he 
had divorced Eva Hope Thayer, probably in Austin, 
Texas. In October 1911, he died of nephritis, leaving 
his widow with twin sons and pregnant with my 
father who was also born on January 13 but in 1912. 
At the time of his death, Jira Payne Thayer was 
Municipal Engineer of Panama. I would love to hear 
from stateside relatives; besides his twin, 
Grandfather Thayer had two other older siblings, 
Emma Lewis and Edward Sherman. t 

 
 

Obituary 
 
Sunday, September 17, 2006. 
Port Huron [MI] – Harold William Thayer, 79, of 
Port Huron, passed away Thursday, September 14, 
2006. 
    He was the third 
son of the late 
Nelson I. Thayer 
and Mildred 
(Sample) Thayer, 
born May 12, 1927, 
Palm, MI. 
    He married Betty 
J. Allen on June 18, 
1949 in the 
Deckerville 
Methodist Church.               Harold W. Thayer 
     

mailto:berta@thayer.net
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He served in the United States Army in Germany in 
1945. He drove the staff car for Judge Adrocate for 
the Nurenburg Trails. 
    Mr. Thayer retired from Mueller Brass in 1984 
after 36 years of service. He was a Scout Master of 
Pack 101 at Roosevelt School for ten years and with 
the Boy Scouts, Troop 121 of the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ for eight years. He then 
became Dad Advisor for the Port Huron Chapter 
Order of DeMolay for 12 years. He was a member of 
Smiths Creek Lodge #491 F&AM. He was past 
master and life member. He worked for Port Huron 
Hospital as a Security Guard for five years and at the 
Military Street Bridge as a Bridge Attendant for the 
past 12 years. 
    He is survived by his wife, Betty, of 57 years; five 
children, Dwain (Mary) Thayer of Port Huron, 
David (Cheryl) Thayer of Crosswell, Daniel (Mona) 
Thayer of Okalahoma City, OK; twin daughters, 
Suerea (Ed) Wooten of Pendleton, SC and Sona 
(Todd) Hale of Port Huron; ten grandchildren, 
Suzanne, Stacy, Becky Joy, David, Krissie, Timothy, 
Jennifer, Joshua, Jason, and Eric; one step-grandson, 
Rev. David Owen of AR; three great-grandchildren,  
Brenna and Owen Simpson and Haley Thayer; two 
step-great-granddaughters, Ashley and Abbie Owen. 
He is also survived by a brother, Glen (Sharron) 
Thayer of Port Huron; and a sister- in- law, Ethel 
Thayer of Flint, and many nieces and nephews. 
    He was preceded in death by two brothers, Byron 
and Roy Thayer and a sister- in- law, Edith Thayer. 
    Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Monday 
in the Jowett Funeral Home, 1634 Lapeer Ave., at 
17th Street. The Rev. William McBride, pastor of the 
North Street United Methodist Church will officiate. 
    Visiting hours will be 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. today 
in the funeral home. 
    Honorary pallbearers will be Dan and Rick Senyk, 
Dave, Don and Roger Sheldon and his grandsons, 
and members of the Smiths Creek Lodge #491 
F&AM. 
    Memorial tributes may be made to Smiths Creek 
Lodge #491 F&AM. 
    Smiths Creek Masonic Lodge #491 F&AM will 
conduct a Masonic Memorial Service at 7 p.m. today 
in the Jowett Funeral Home.  
    Editor’s note: This obituary was received from 
Phil Kuehn in September 2006, and is reprinted here 
in it’s entirety. t 

The Joys of writing a Thayer family 
biography 

by Robert  Francis Thayer of Bothwell, Utah. 
 

    During the first few days of the 21st century, I 
started writing my parents’ biography. Their 
biographical information wasn’t going to get done 
the easy way - a one-on-one interview, because they 
died many years ago. My intention was to have 
family-oriented keepsakes to give to my parents' 
three grandchildren - my nephew, my niece, & my 
son. 
    I started the project by going through photo 
albums, documents, and written records, etc. 
Documents provided information on my parents' 
early years, on their courtship, on their marriage, on 
their jobs, the location of their various homes, etc.  
Fortunately, I did have the Thayer Family Tree 
going back to Richard Thayer, Jr. (1625-1695). 
Photos and keepsakes added more details, and were 
included within the pages of their biography. 
    As I got into the project, each bit of information 
that was added helped to recall other bits of 
information - some of which had been long-
forgotten. I amazed myself at what my memory, 
once activated, could piece together and recall.  
Many times at night after going to bed, I'd suddenly 
remember something to write down to add to the 
biography. At times, shutting down enough to go to 
sleep was difficult. What I thought would be a 
simple project when I started it, turned out to be a 
very engrossing one that covered seven decades of 
their lives and took me six years to complete. 
    One of the real joys of writing my parents' 
biography was the remembrance of all the pleasant 
things in my pre-adult years - all the vacation trips, 
all the wondrous sights, one entire summer that my 
sister and I spent on a friend's ranch in the 
mountains, etc.   
    Another joy of writing my parents' biography was 
the realization that part of their life was also my life. 
Therefore, I started writing my autobiography - 
another vast project. Within the pages of both 
histories, I included information pertaining to non-
family events - i.e.; things of interest such as passage 
of amendments to the Bill of Rights, Presidential 
election results, the panic created in 1938 on 
Halloween by Orson Wells' radio broadcast, Pearl 
Harbor on December 7th , the end of WWII, TV's 
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introduction to the public, Alaska & Hawaii added in 
1959, the U.S.’s population growth, landings on the 
moon, etc. 
    I heartily recommend writing your parents’ 
biography and your own autobiography. It should be 
a very rewarding project for you, and it will give you 
something worthwhile to pass on to your 
descendents. Your life's history may be of interest to 
your descendents.  t 
 
 

Interview with Gary Thayer 
 
    Gary Thayer, a native of Akron, Ohio considers 
himself a “regular guy.” He has a wife and family; 
he enjoys his work, and he doesn’t do anything out 
of the ordinary. However, his position as Chief 
Economist for A. G. Edwards, a large, national, full-
service brokerage firm based in St. Louis, MO, 
belies that statement. He is quoted regularly by 
national and international news organizations as we 
seek to understand the direction and strength of our 
economy, and is called upon to present his analyses 
and forecasts to audiences worldwide.   
    Gary began his studies in college as a Political 
Science major, with the intent to study pre-law and 
then attend law school. He became convinced during 
his undergraduate years that economics plays a 
bigger role in the world than politics, an opinion he 
continues to hold. Inspired by his teachers, he 
performed graduate work in Economics. He 
discovered that financial markets interested him and 
he began his career as a commodities analyst in the 
futures market. He followed that with a move to 
manage money for National City Bank in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He joined A. G. Edwards & Sons over 20 
years ago. He believes that his professional success 
can be attributed to both planning and opportunity; 
and his enjoyment of financials and research.   
    As a child, Gary visited his father’s family in 
western Pennsylvania, and enjoyed the activities 
expected of family get-togethers. There wasn’t an 
emphasis on family history as he recalls. However, 
Gary’s brother has been researching their Thayer 
family for 30 years, and has kept Gary aware of ties 
to the Thayer surname.   
    He is proud of his name and takes note of 
instances when he sees it, as it is somewhat unusual. 
During a visit to Quincy and Braintree, Gary was 

able to visit the birthplace of John Adams. On the 
wall of the “salt box” house was a document, which 
included the names of early residents, perhaps land- 
owners by his memory, and he noted the name 
Thayer. This incident has remained with him for 
many years. 
    His Thayer surname has also provided sometimes 
unique situations, such as the time he received a 
packet of “Thayer Slippery Elm Lozenges” from the 
producer who indicated that he believed Gary might 
enjoy them. 
    Gary does not descend from one of the Braintree, 
Massachusetts “immigrant” ancestors. He traces his 
line to George Thayer of Virginia, whose son 
William Thayer served in the Revolutionary War as 
a member of the Virginia line. [See Thayer Families 
Association website for information on William 
Thayer.] 
    It is merely coincidence that William Thayer 
named a son Albert Gallatin Thayer, after Thomas 
Jefferson’s well known Treasury Secretary, and that 
the founder of A. G. Edwards was named Albert 
Gallatin Edwards. Or is it? 
    Gary’s lineage: (Gary7, John Watson6, Frank 
Howard5, James Madison4, Albert Gallatin3, 
William2, George1 Thayer]. 
    Editor’s note: This article was submitted by Kate 
Kuzmich, with permission from Gary Thayer for 
publication. t 
 
 

Thayer Immigrants Mother 
 

    For some time there has been confusion 
concerning the first name of the wife of Richard 
Thayer, baptized 2 Aug 1562, who was the mother 
of the immigrants Thomas Thayer (1596-1665), 
Richard Thayer (1601-1664), Agnes (Thayer) Briggs 
(1608- ) and possibly William Thayer (1605- ). She 
has been called alternately Alice or Ursula Dimery 
and to date I have seen no record citation to prove 
the name. The marriage of Richard Thayer to his 
second wife was not in the St. Mary of Thornbury 
Parish records, which was extracted in the 1906 
Register of the New England Historical & 
Genealogical Society, pages 281-291. I attempted to 
read the Thornbury parish records from the film 
taken by the Mormon Church while at the Thayer 
meeting last summer but the records appeared to 
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have sustained water damage before they were 
filmed and I could not read them myself. 
    Some time ago I found a web site which has 
abstracts of the wills of Rockhampton, Thornbury & 
Oldbury on Severn from 1541 to 1650. The site is: 
http://www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/GLS/Thornbury/i
ndex.html. I used tha t site to determine the expand 
the ancestry of Margery Wheeler (1600-1673) which 
was published in the Quarterly. 
    Recently I revisited the site to try to find 
additional information on the Dimery family. I found 
an abstract of the will of the The 1598 will of 
Richard "DYMERYE" husbandman of Oldbury on 
Severn, which is the next Parish to Thornbury to the 
north and west. The will named Edmund & Joan 
Pache; Richard, John & Ursula Tayer; Roger 
Russell; exec cousin Thomas Pache; overseers Thos 
Champnes & Thos Moyer. 
    Now in 1598 Richard Thayer’s oldest son was 
John, baptized 17 Apr 1593. John Thayer’s 
godfathers in 1593 were John Tayer, his uncle and 
Richard Dimery. Godfathers who died before their 
godson usually made a bequest to that person & 
parents. I believe this is adequate to determine that 
Ursula was the name of Richard Thayer’s wife and is 
reinforced by the fact that Thomas Thayer’s first 
born daughter was named Ursula. The marriage 
records of Oldbury on Severn begin in 1538 and I do 
not find any Dimery or Thayer records until the 
1700s. The baptismal records however do not begin 
until 1599. Apparently, Richard and Ursula were 
married somewhere other than Thornbury or 
Oldbury. 
    I am unsure of whether Richard Dimery is the 
father of Ursula, a brother or a favorite uncle. The 
will sounds to me like that of an unmarried brother. 
Possibly the original will might clarify that but for 
now we must be satisfied that we clarified the first 
name of Richard Thayer’s second wife and the 
mother to three and possibly 4 immigrants to 
Massachusetts.  t 

 
 

Pioneer Family in Maine 
Jerry Thayer 

 

    Generally, we think about pioneers west of the 
Mississippi, traveling in covered wagons, enduring 
the hardships of extreme weather and braving attacks 
from indigenous natives. Almost forgotten are the 

pioneers who moved into the interior from the 
Atlantic coastline and settled places like northern 
Maine. I would like to discuss three generations of a 
Thayer family who moved to increasingly difficult 
terrain and conditions. 
    The story starts with Isaac Thayer who was born 
23 Nov 1741 in Braintree MA [Braintree Town 
records], son of Zachariah5 Thayer [Zachariah4, 
Nathaniel3, Richard2, Richard1] and Lydia Pray. 
Isaac was married three times and had 13 children 
with his three wives. Isaac lived in Braintree until 
the late 1790s. Isaac Thayer first married Sarah 
Spear of Braintree. The intention was published in 
Braintree on 19 Mar 1763 [Braintree Town Records] 
and in Boston of 30 Mar 1763. The Braintree 
publishment stated that Isaac was a resident of 
Castle William which was a fortress in Boston 
Harbor. Isaac may have been a soldier there since 
later he did serve as an officer in the Revolution. 
Sarah Spear was born 12 Feb 1746 in Braintree, 
daughter of Benjamin Spear & Sarah Clark. Isaac 
and Sarah had two children, Isaac born 26 Oct 1763 
[Braintree Town Records] and Sally born 27 Jan 
1765 [Braintree Town Records]. Sarah tragically 
died young in 1767, possibly in childbirth with a 
third child. 
    Isaac Thayer married a second time to Rachel 
Sawin. The intention was published in Braintree on 
6 Oct 1769 [Braintree Town Records]. Rachel was 
his second cousin and was born 18 Sep 1748 in 
Braintree [Braintree Town Records], the daughter of 
Eliphalet Sawin & Rachel Thayer. Isaac and Rachel 
had five children: Vashti born 21 Feb 1771 
[Braintree Town Records]; Rachel born 1773; 
Shadrach born 22 Jul 1776 [Braintree Town 
Records]; Eunice born 21 Aug 1778 [Braintree 
Town Records]; and Eliphalet born 1780. Rachel 
died in 1780 possibly as a complication to 
Eliphalet’s birth. 
    During the period of his marriage with Rachel, 
Isaac served in the Revolution in the Massachusetts 
Militia as a Private, Sergeant and as a Lieutenant 
during the period 1776-1780. He was appointed 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Company of Eliphalet Sawin in the 
5th Regiment of Massachusetts Militia on 16 
September 1778. There is a letter from Isaac to his 
wife 12 June 1779 from Tiverton Rhode Island while 
on duty in the Revolutionary War in his wife’s 

www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/GLS/Thornbury/index.html
www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/GLS/Thornbury/index.html
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ension file. In the letter he sends greetings to his 
children Vashti, Shede (Shadrach), and Eunice. 
    Isaac Thayer married a third time to Hannah 
Joyce. The marriage intention was published in 9 
May 1782 in Bridgewater [Bridgewater Town 
Records] and 4 May 1782 in Braintree [Braintree 
Town Records]. Hannah’s pension application says 
they married 29 May 1782. Hannah Joyce may have 
been Hannah Joy born 18 Mar 1756 in Weymouth 
[Weymouth Town Records], daughter of Isaac and 
Hannah Joy, or possibly Hannah Hathaway. A 
Memorial in the cemetery in Buckfield Maine says 
that Isaac’s second wife was Hannah Hathaway but 
that is unproven and both published intentions call 
her Hannah Joyce although she could have been a 
widow Joyce. Isaac and Hannah had six children: 
Polly born 15 Mar 1786 [Braintree Town Records], 
John born 13 Feb 1788 [Braintree Town Records] of 
whom later, Hannah born about 1793 in Buckfield 
Maine; Ebenezer born 27 Feb 1797 in Buckfield; 
Joel Briggs born 9 Apr 1799 Buckfield; and Lydia 
born about 1802 in Buckfield. 
    We are not sure when Isaac left Braintree for sure. 
He was in Braintree for the 1790 census and in 
Buckfield, Oxford County Maine for the 1800 
census which at that time was the Northwest 
Territory of Massachusetts. The History of 
Buckfield says that the family was in Buckfield by 
1792. Isaac was awarded a land grant of 100 acres of 
land in the Town of Buckfield for his Revolutionary 
service. Buckfield was created as a Town only in 
1776 and much of it was unoccupied. Part of the 
award was the stipulation that Isaac would clear the 
land, build a house and plant crops within three 
years. Isaac Thayer’s house was the oldest building 
in the Town of Buckfield in the late 1800s and a 
picture of it is in the History of Buckfield. Isaac 
apparently met that criteria but did not live long to 
enjoy his land. He died 22 Feb 1805 in Buckfield 
and was buried on his farm. Hannah was married in 
late 1810 to Josiah Smith per her pension record and 
Smith died 15 Jul 1823 in Buckfield. She applied for 
(S23969) and was turned down for a Revolutionary 
Widow’s pension based upon Isaac’s service 
because she had remarried. Hannah died 2 Mar 1840 
in Buckfield [Buckfield Town Records]. Her 
children objected to the refusal of pension and there 
is an interesting file of affidavits in the pension file. 

    As was the custom in the late 1700s there was 
little contact between Isaac and the children of his 
first two marriages and they did not accompany the 
family to Maine. Of the six children of the third 
marriage, five lived to marry and here we will follow 
only John Thayer’s family. However of his children: 
i. Isaac married Abigail Lampson and moved to 
Orange County Vermont; ii. Sally married Levi 
Brown of Roxbury Massachusetts; iii. Vashti 
married Ephraim Hunt and lived in Canton 
Massachusetts; iv. Rachel died young; v. Shadrach 
married Dorothy Thayer, a cousin and lived in 
Randolph Massachusetts; vi. Eunice married Asa 
Howard; vii. Eliphalet died young; viii. Polly 
married Nathaniel Harlow and lived in Buckfield 
Maine; ix. John see following; x. Hannah died 
young; xi. Ebenezer married Mary Faunce and lived 
in Paris Maine; xii. Joel Briggs married Mary 
Dudley and lived in Paris Maine; xiii. Lydia married 
Calvin Crooker and lived in Paris Maine. 
    John Thayer was born 13 February 1788 in 
Braintree [Braintree Town records], son of Isaac 
Thayer and Hannah Joyce. He married on 6 Jan 1812 
in Sumner, Oxford County Maine, Susanna Poole 
Hersey at the home of her father, James Hersey, by 
Isaac Sturtevant, Justice of the Peace in Sumner. 
[Buckfield Town records, Pension Record]. 
Susannah was born 30 Mar 1793 in Minot, 
Androscoggin County Maine, daughter of James 
Hersey & Alithea Poole. The Hersey’s had come to 
Maine about the same time as the Thayers. The 
couple lived in Buckfield and are listed in the 1830, 
1840 and 1850 census there. They had three 
children: George Washington born 20 Oct 1813; 
John Greenleaf born 5 Jan 1816, of whom later; and 
Isaac Hersey born 22 Aug 1823. John Thayer, like 
his father before him was a farmer and served in 
War of 1812 under Capt. Jesse Turner of the 1st 
Regiment of Maine Militia, in the defense of 
Portland Maine against the British. Susannah applied 
on 22 Jul 1878 in Ionia County Michigan for a War 
of 1812 pension from which her son Isaac claimed 
for expenses while she lived with him in Michigan. 
She said in her deposition that they had received a 
bounty land warrant for 160 acres for John’s service. 
This apparently was the land in Woodland Maine 
that son John Greenleaf settled on since it was 
surveyed for that purpose in 1859 and John G. 
moved there in 1860. John Thayer died 13 Nov 1853 
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in Buckfield and Susannah 16 Jan 1879 at her son 
Isaac’s home in High Point, Ionia County Michigan, 
and both are buried in the Hall Burial Ground, 
Buckfield, Maine. 
    Of the children of John Thayer, i. George 
Washington married Esther Merrill and moved to 
Jackson County Wisconsin; ii. John Greenleaf see 
following; iii. Isaac Hersey married Eliza Cooper 
and moved to Ionia County Michigan. 
    John Greenleaf Thayer was born 5 January 1816 
in Buckfield, son of John Thayer and Susannah 
Poole Hersey. He married 17 Apr 1842 Minot, 
Androscoggin County Maine, Mary Houston Bearce 
by Rev. James C. Rice. [Pension record; Minot 
Town records, intention 12 Mar 1842]. Mary was 
born 22 Dec 1817 in Washington County Maine, 
daughter of Gideon Bearce and Mary King. The 
couple had five children: Persis Abia born 3 Jun 
1846 in Buckfield [Mother’s pension application]; 
Isaac L. born 1 Feb 1848 Buckfield; Cyrus W. born 
22 Dec 1850 Buckfield; William Adelbert born 17 
Jan 1855 in Woodland [Mother’s pension 
application];, Aroostook County Maine; Ernest 
Leland born 30 May 1861 [Mother’s pension 
application];. In 1850 the family is living with John 
and Susannah Thayer helping to operate the family 
farm. By the time of the 1860 census they are living 
in Lee, Penobscot County Maine and in the 1870 and 
1880 census they are in Woodland, Aroostook 
County Maine. John Greenleaf Thayer served in the 
Civil War, the third consecutive generation of his 
family to defend the United States. The 1874 Thayer 
genealogy shows that he enlisted and mustered in 
Caribou Maine in Company D, 2nd Regiment of US 
Sharpshooters, of Maine as a Private on 11 Mar 
1864. He was in the battles of Wilderness, North 
Anna River, and Petersburg in Virginia, Weldon 
Railroad in North Carolina, and several skirmishes. 
He was mustered out of the service 11 Sep 1865. His 
widow Mary applied for a Civil War widow’s 
pension in June 1886. John Greenleaf Thayer died 
30 Mar 1886 and Mary died 4 Jan 1890 in 
Woodland, they are both buried in the cemetery 
there. 
    John Greenleaf Thayer’s daughter in law, Myra 
Barnum (1855-1928), the wife of William Adelbert 
Thayer left a great story concerning early life at the 
Woodland grant. Her family, Ephraim Barnum & 
Sophronia Eddy and children, and that of John 

Greenleaf Thayer moved to Woodland in the fall of 
1860. The Barnums left West Brookfield 
Massachusetts on 1 Aug 1860. They went to Boston 
on the train, took a boat to St. John, New Brunswick, 
Canada; a boat up the St. John River to Fredericton, 
New Brunswick; a stage coach to Fort Fairfield New 
Brunswick since they could go no further by boat; 
hired a man to take them to Caribou, Maine and a 
boat ride across the River back into the United States 
at Caribou. The family stayed with a local family for 
five days until there was sufficient water in the river 
for their goods to arrive by boat. After their goods 
arrived they had no place yet so they stayed with a 
man called Cephus Sampson who had a house and 
lived alone. Myra’s mother cooked for him to pay 
the rent. Meanwhile Ephraim Barnum was building a 
house on his grant. On the 19th of December Cephus 
Sampson was to marry so he asked them to leave. 
The house was unfinished and December in the far 
north of Maine was bitter. The roof of the house was 
only partially covered to keep out the snow and no 
door on the house. They hung a blanket for the door 
and had the roof shingled before the spring snow 
melt. Can you imagine a winter in northern Maine in 
those conditions. She said that the John Greenleaf 
Thayer family spent the winter in the house of a man 
called George Sampson while they were building 
their own house during that winter of 1860-61. 
    Here were three generations of Thayers who 
moved from the comparative ease of the New 
England Coast into the Maine woods, clearing the 
land, surviving the winters and making homes. Each 
generation served the country in succession in the 
Revolution, War of 1812, and the Civil War. t  
 
 

Status of the Newsletter 
Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 

 
    Hello everyone from a very sunny and hot, 
Southern Thailand! This report will cover the status 
of the newsletter since I have been Editor for the 
Thayer Families Association. 
    I took over as Editor, starting with the Spring 
2000 Issue, after knowing I was going to be staying 
in Japan for several years, this actually turned out to 
be 6 additional years there, and was probably the 
best time of my Navy career. From the Spring 2000 
issue to the current one you are reading now, some 
interesting statistics are provided: 



9 

- Number of issues produced by your current Editor: 
29 
- Total number of pages: 548, minus inserts. 
- Total number of 20 page issues: 23 
- Total number of 16 page issues: 4 
- Total number of 12 page issues: 2 
- Issues produced in the US: 2 
- Issues produced in Japan: 19 
- Issues produced in Thailand: 6 
- Issues produced and emailed from a Navy ship out 
at sea: 2 
 
- Total number of issues since TFA was founded: 55 
 
    The TFA has been producing newsletters since 
1993! The numbers presented here represent a major 
milestone for the TFA. Not only has the membership 
been helpful in providing articles of interest for the 
newsletter, but this also represents an advance in the 
use of electronic forms of communication. The TFA 
has taken full advantage of this, especially since 
2000 when email was getting a good foothold on 
communications, then again in 2004 with the 
Electronic (ETQ) version of the newsletter available.  
    Not too many organizations can have their 
newsletter edited from a Navy ship, out at sea, in the 
middle of the Pacific Ocean, and emailed to those 
who need it in order to get it printed, and emailed 
out as the ETQ. And this was done twice! Many 
thanks goes to Al Morton and Kate Kuzmich for 
handling the behind the scenes manipulation of the 
newsletter, before it gets to the readers. 
    The choice to drop the number of pages from 20 
to 16 was a TFA board decision; based on funds for 
the printing and increased costs for reunions. The 
intent right now is to keep the newsletter at 16 pages 
on a consistent basis. From looking at the numbers 
from the statistics, one can see there were 2 issues 
that were only 12 pages in length. The first issue I 
produced, Spring 2000, was during the transition 
from Editor to Editor and my changing jobs in the 
Navy, Al Morton deserves the credit for getting this 
issue out, I simply emailed him my format, and 
some articles that had come in, and he took care of 
the rest. The last issue, Winter 2006 was 12 pages 
simply because I had run out of articles to use! My 
previous email was disabled for a period and I could 
not capture those articles from that email, 
essentially, they were in limbo for a period of about 

6 months. That email has been re-activated and some 
of those articles appear in this issue. Thank you for 
all that have contributed articles recently. 
    Now to cover a major concern for the Editor and 
the TFA, more articles are still needed in order to 
maintain a healthy, 16 page issue, every quarter. 
Articles can be any length;  even long multi-page 
articles can be broken into parts and published that 
way. If you have pictures that can aid in explaining 
an article, please send that along as well, everyone 
loves pictures! 
    Some people have expressed concern for getting 
articles to me, well the easiest way is email, since I 
“live” on my computer for my work here, I can 
usually respond within minutes of getting an email 
message. Please keep in mind, that if I am with a 
client, or working on a project at the time, there can 
be a delay in response. Also keep in mind, the time 
differences; I am about 13 hours off from the rest of 
the world. I can be emailed at: 
simplewebs.lee@gmail.com  If you have other 
email addresses for me, please remove them from 
your address books, this email is my current work 
address and is used for everything. I have essentially 
unlimited space with this email, so if you are 
sending photos, please send them, I very rarely have 
an email kicked back to the sender because it was 
too large. Try to keep attachments under 10 
megabytes. 
    Some people have written me via post mail, and 
this does work for the most part, Judith Thayer has 
sent 2 letters and I received both of them. 
Understand that if you send pictures, and a postal 
worker likes the pictures, I will not get them. Any 
postal worker here can open mail, and if they like the 
contents, they keep it! Here is a good example of 
this. I called my parents around New Year’s and my 
Mom asked if I had received the Christmas card they 
sent, I told them I had not seen it, and since it had 
been well over a month, very doubtful I would get it. 
My Mom asked why and I explained that a postal 
worker probably opened the envelope, liked the card, 
and that it was probably at his house sitting on a 
table being admired! 
    Here is my postal address, only use this for letter 
mail. Make copies of everything you send, just in 
case it does not arrive. If you have email, let me 
know when you sent the letter. Write the address 
exactly as it appears here: 

mailto:simplewebs.lee@gmail.com
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Lee Thayer 
SimpleWebs 
3/56 Chaofa East Road 
Chalong, Phuket Town 
Phuket 83000  THAILAND 
 
    The reason the address is wrote like this is that it 
has to have street name (Chaofa East Road), village 
(Chalong), city (Phuket Town), province (Phuket) 
and zip code (83000). The number 3/56 is not a 
street number, it is a house number, and corresponds 
to a location of land, these numbers do not go in 
order along a street! SimpleWebs is on my address 
to show a business, and most of the postal workers 
here, know where my business is at. 
    I cannot stress this enough, please, if you ha ve 
articles, or would like to write an article for the 
newsletter, send it along, I am in need of material 
in order to maintain the newsletter. t      
 
 

Change of Webmasters 
for the TFA Web Site 

Rodney Lee Thayer, Editor 
 
    Since moving to Thailand, I found myself actually 
busier than when I was in the Navy! My sincerest 
apologies for the lack of maintenance on the TFA 
web site. My business here often takes me away 
from the tasks of maintaining the site on a regular 
basis. Since I am the lowest priced web design 
service on the island, my shop has been quite 
popular! Plus with the Internet café, I also do all the 
software installs, maintenance, and repairs on 16 
computers, plus 2 computers I use in my office, so 
you can see this takes up the rest of my time. 
    James Loren Thayer has volunteered to take on 
the duties of the TFA Webmaster, and I am thankful 
for this! The transition will be smooth and James has 
some good plans for the site as well. James made 
mention to me “that I am busier than a one armed 
paper hanger” and that is so true, but very good at 
the same time! I am working with James to ensure 
he has everything in place to do upkeep and 
revisions to the web site and will always be available 
for technical advice. If you visit the web site and see 
“things out of place,” do not be alarmed, this is 
normal when a site is being transferred from one 

editing program to another and from one designer to 
another. 
    James will have final say in content, and 
presentation of that content. If there is something 
you would like to see on the site, please contact 
James via email at:  jthayer@portative.net to request 
updates, changes, or additions. 
    Some history on the web site, the site was started 
by myself in 1996 in an effort to aid the TFA. After 
several hosting services and several more face- lifts, 
the site today is the result of 11 years of work. 
    For those that are not familiar with web sites or 
what goes into making them, and average small 
business site is 5 to 40 pages, large corporations 
have of course larger sites, sometimes hundreds of 
pages. This is all based on content and the intent of 
the site.  
    Now the intent of the TFA web site information 
and data, so the site is huge, over 350 pages and 
hundreds of photographs. (Now when a designer 
says web page, this is not the text contained on a 
normal 8x11 (A4 over here) sheet of paper, some 
pages have to be scrolled to see everything, and are 
quite long.) 
    There are also the lists, such as War Veterans and 
Unplaced Thayers, these pages were started from 
listing appearing in various issues of the TQ. 
    Headstone listings. This was started by myself 
years ago from visiting cemeteries, then people 
sending me the information from cemeteries they 
have visited, these pages are numerous in the TFA 
web site. It is truly amazing how big the site has 
become over the years. Let’s see what another 11 
years will do and how big it will be then! t 

 
 

Words from the President 
      
    I’m sitting in the Holiday Inn in Martinsburg WV, 
on my way home after a very pleasant vacation in 
Hampton VA, and environs. There’s so much history 
in that area, and I’ve learned that there’s a lot of 
present going on too. Very impressive goings on, but 
I found that it’s difficult to find Maryland crab cakes 
in Hampton. I found them, and they were lovingly 
hand made. 
    Since I last spoke to you, the work of the Thayer 
Families Association has been progressing smoothly. 
I had the opportunity to meet Tammy and Jim 

mailto:jthayer@portative.net
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Wright, the printers that do the Thayer Quarterly. I 
was given the grand tour of their facilities, and 
learned how the Thayer Quarterly is transformed 
from electronic file to the printed word.  
    You might be interested in knowing that the 
material you’re reading never sees the light of day 
from the point that it’s written to the point that it 
sees blank paper when the Wrights set up their huge 
machine, put in the paper, and push the “print” 
button. At that instant everything that is inside a 
computer is magically transformed into the printed 
word on those blank pieces of paper, and the Thayer 
Quarterly comes out of the other side of the 
machine, all printed, folded, bound, and ready for 
your review. All of the interim steps are done on a 
computer screen.  
    While Lee Thayer continues with the Thayer 
Quarterly, the upkeep of the Thayer Families 
Association Web Site (Thayerfamily.com) will be 
continued by James Loren Thayer, Secretary of the 
Thayer Families Association. Lee and Jim are 
working on the transition, and it might even be 
entirely transparent to the viewer. Kudos to Lee for 
his great work for the past 10 years, and kudos to 
Jim for taking on this amazing project. 
    I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the 
Reunion in June, and I hope that you will be able to 
send in your reservations ASAP so that everything 
comes off without a hitch. Russ has been doing a 
great job planning, and making arrangements for 
everything. It will be nice to see Braintree again this 
summer. 
 
Wishing you all an early spring, 
Albert Thayer Morton 
President, Thayer Families Association. t 

 
 

Historian’s Report, February 2007 
 
    The Muno family is still bathing in the memories 
of the Salt Lake City Thayer Reunion and annual 
TFA meeting. We wish to thank everyone who made 
it such a success with your presence. We had so 
much fun doing this and the rewards were the 
wonderful friendships that were built during the four 
days we had together. 
    We wish to thank all of those who sent their 
donations for the Thayer DVD and photo CD which 
covered Don’s production costs. Work continues on 

Volume V of A Comprehensive Genealogy of the 
Thayer Family of America, although it has been 
slowed due to familial needs. Our son-in- law is 
away fighting in Afghanistan and our children’s 
needs for extra help from Grandpa and Grandma 
Muno at home have got to come first. We are 
blessed to be near all four of our children and their 
families here in Utah. If you did not get the chance 
to attend the 2006 reunion, I think anyone would still 
love to come out and see some of what this 
wonderful state has to offer. 
    I thought this Historian’s Report might make a 
good time to review for our readers, and for our 
newcomers, of the published and planned volumes 
of the “Comprehensive” series. Although each 
volume can stand on its own, together they chronicle 
Thayer expansion and the contributions to the 
growth of America. With the addition of each 
volume, new insight and unique information can be 
found both in the body of the work and in each 
volume’s added appendixes. Once the 
Comprehensive is completed, our plan is to offer 
sets to libraries throughout the US. 
 
VOLUME I — The Thayer - Tayer - Theyer 
Families of Gloucestershire England 1500-1660. 
    This first volume consists of the genealogical 
information on 306 individuals who resided in 
Gloucester county in England, including the earliest 
known Thayer Ancestor, John Tayer (1500-
1561/1562) through to his Great grandsons, the 
brothers Thomas and Richard Thayer; and his Great 
Great Grandson, Nathaniel Thayer, all of whom 
immigrated to America in the mid 1600's and settled 
in Massachusetts. It is now suspected that William 
Thayer (1605- ) the father of Nathaniel and the 
brother of Thomas and Richard, may also have 
immigrated, and possibly settled in Rhode Island. 
Our dedicated Assistant Historian works on this 
theory as he is able, and needs our support in this 
research. This 121 page book has been published and 
is available through the Braintree Historical Society. 
 
VOLUME II — Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1660. 
    This volume consists of the genealogical and 
biographical information of the Immigrant Nathaniel 
Thayer and his wife, Abigail HARVEY and 2148 of 
their descendants. Nathaniel Thayer immigrated in 



12 

1660 and settled in Taunton, Bristol County, 
Massachusetts. This 269-page book has been 
published and is available through the Braintree 
Historical Society. 
 
VOLUME III — Descendants of Richard Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1641, Through his 
Grandson, Richard3-2-1. 
    This volume consists of the Genealogical and 
biographical information of 2532 descendants of the 
immigrant Richard Thayer and his wife Dorothy 
MORTIMER through their grandson, Richard3, and 
their son, Richard2. Richard the immigrant, came to 
American in 1641 and settled in Braintree, Norfolk 
County, Massachusetts, and thereafter died in 
Barbados. Many of his descendants remained 
primarily in the Massachusetts vicinity. This 365-
page book has been published and is available 
through the Braintree Historical Society. 
 
VOLUME IV — Descendants of Richard Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1641, Through his 
Grandsons: Nathaniel3 (Richard2-1) & Cornelius3 
(Richard2-1), and his Son Nathaniel. 
    (I know, I know! This gets terribly confusing! 
With the repetition of names and such, the only way 
for the reader to know which individual is being 
discussed is by the generation in which they lived. 
The Immigrant is always the first generation, and so 
forth.) 
    This volume consists of the Genealogical and 
biographical information of an additional 5243 
descendants of the Richard Thayer and Dorothy 
MORTIMER through their grandson Richard Thayer 
and wife Rebecca MYCALL; and their grandson 
Cornelius Thayer and wife Abigail HAYDEN. This 
826-page book has been published and is available 
through the Braintree Historical Society. 
 
VOLUME V — Descendants of Thomas Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1637, Through His Sons 
Thomas2; and His grandsons, Jonathan3 & 
Thomas3 (Ferdinando2). 
    This volume is currently being prepared and its 
complete title has not yet been set in stone. Its 
completion of June 2007 has been delayed, but it is 
hoped it will be available in time for Christmas. It 
will contain the genealogical and biographical date 
of a projected 5965 individuals, which will be 
divided as follows: 

The Immigrant’s son Thomas2 and his wife Hannah 
______, containing 1360 descendants. 
The Immigrant’s son, Ferdinando2 and his wife 
Huldah HAYWARD, through their first two sons: 

Jonathan3 Thayer and his wives Elizabeth 
FRENCH and Sarah DARLING 
(containing 1573 descendants) 

 Thomas3 Thayer and wife Mary POOLE 
(containing 3032 descendants). 
    Watch the Thayer Quarterly newsletter for 
information to follow on this volume’s availability 
through the Braintree Historical Society. (Surprise! 
It will be dedicated to Brigadier General James 
Burdett Thayer!) 
 
VOLUME VI — Descendants of Thomas Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1637, Through His 
Grandsons, Samuel3 & Josiah3 (Ferdinand2). 
    This volume will include the genealogical and 
biographical information on the descendants of 
Thomas Thayer the Immigrant through his son 
Ferdinando’s sons Samuel Thayer and wife, Mary 
BUTTERFIELD; and his Josiah Thayer and wife 
Sarah BASS. There are a projected 4132 individuals 
(Samuel with 1101 and Josiah with 3031) and will 
be around 700 pages. This volume will be prepared 
in successive order after Volume V has been 
completed . 
 
VOLUME VII — Descendants of Thomas Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1637, Through His 
Grandson Isaac3 (Ferdinando2) 
    This volume will include the genealogical and 
biographical information on the descendants of 
Thomas Thayer the Immigrant through his grandson 
Isaac Thayer and wives Mercy ROCKWOOD and 
Mary _______, who was the son of Ferdinando 
Thayer and the was the progenitor of a whopping 
6422 descendants. Therefore, Isaac’s descendants 
get a volume of a projected 1,200 pages all to 
themselves!   
 
VOLUME VIII — Descendants of Thomas 
Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637, Through His 
Grandsons Ebenezer3 & Benjamin3 (Ferdinando2)  
    This volume will include the genealogical and 
biographical information on the descendants of 
Thomas Thayer the Immigrant through his 
grandsons Ebenezer Thayer and wife Martha 
THOMPSON, and his grandson Benjamin Thayer 
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and wives Sarah HAYWARD and Hannah 
HAYWARD. Ebenezer and Benjamin were the sons 
of Ferdinando THAYER. They were the progenitors 
of 3198 projected descendants (Ebenezer for 2470 
and Benjamin for 728). The book is projected to take 
approximately 500 pages. 
 
VOLUME IX — Descendants of Thomas Thayer, 
Immigrant to America 1637, Through His Son 
Shadrach2. 
    This volume will include the genealogical and 
biographical information on the descendants of 
Thomas Thayer the Immigrant through his son 
Shadrach Thayer and his wives Mary BARRETT 
and Deliverance PRIEST. Shadrach was the 
progenitor of a projected 4,108 descendants and will 
this publication will comprise about 700 pages. 
 
VOLUME X — A Genealogy of Unplaced Thayers 
Whose Connection to the Established Colonial 
Thayer Families in America is Unknown. 
    This volume will include the genealogical and 
biographical information on hundreds of Thayer 
Families (my own included) who have NOT been 
connected to Thomas, Richard or Nathaniel Thayer 
who Immigrated to America in the Mid-1600's. 
There are over 13,000 “unplaced” individuals, but 
this publication will be limited to those who 
comprise two or more generations of genealogical 
information. The book will comprise at least 1000 
pages. 
 

VOLUME XI — COMPREHENSIVE INDEX —     
    This volume has not been “cast in stone” but there 
has been some interest in a compilation containing 
an index of Volumes I through X. If this is 
something you would like to see happen, please let 
us know. We’ve been told that when completed, the 
Thayer Comprehensive will be one of America’s 
most complete genealogical works in print and as a 
completed series, a compiled index will likely be 
needed and will make it more valuable as an 
encyclopedic reference. 
    I hope this little summary is helpful to our 
members and all Thayers who may be wondering 
which of the Comprehensive volumes their 
respective families will appear in. Thank you all for 
your support and interest in this extensive Thayer 
Genealogy Project.  - Patricia. t    
 

Call For Dues 
 

Dear Members of TFA, 
    This is the last notice for annual dues for 2007. 
The annual dues were due on January 1, 2007. If we 
have not received your annual dues by April 1, 
2007, we will be forced to drop you from the active 
membership list. If you are unsure whether or not 
you have sent in your dues, you may contact me by 
e-mail at crt42@tidewater.net, or call me at 207-
677-2598. I will get back to you as soon as possible.   
    Your membership is important to us. Please send 
your dues to the address on the membership form 
found in this issue. 
    Let me remind you that TFA dues have increased 
this year due to the expenses incurred in mailing the 
Thayer Quarterly, along with reunion expenses. 
The new dues schedule is $20.00 for a single 
membership and $30.00 for a family membership. A 
family membership is any two people living in the 
same household. 
    Please remit your dues by April 1, 2007. 
    Thank you for your participation in TFA and your 
support. 
 

Sincerely, 
Russ Thayer, Membership Chairperson 
 

PS: Should you prefer to receive the TQ by 
electronic mail, or by regular mail, please be sure 
and check off the appropriate place on the 
membership form (included). t 
 
 

TFA Mail Bag 
 

The following letter was received in Nov 2006 by 
the TFA, addressed to your Editor: 
 

Fr: LCDR Arthur R. Thayer, USNR (Ret.) 
    “Dear Rodney - When I was a boy growing up in 
Owosso & Chesaning, Mich., my father (Bart10, 
Charles9, William8, Elijah7, Eleazer6, Simeon5, 
Uriah4, Ebenezer3, Fernando2, Thomas1) used to 
tell about a cousin who was in the Navy in San 
Diego but I tried to remember his name since in 
rereading my Quarterly’s, I read Soontaree's article 
in the March 2003 edition and she told about going 
to Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery and finding a 
Thayer buried there. Could you tell me his name?  
I'm sure I'd remember his name if I heard or read it.  

mailto:crt42@tidewater.net
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Could you tell me what it is? He would be -?-11, 
Claude10, Roland9, William8, Elijah7, etc. He never 
came back to Chesaning. Soontaree said you took a 
picture of the headstone. Next time I'm in 
Chesaning, I will take pictures of the 20ish Thayer 
headstones in the cemetery. They would be of 
William8 and his brother Henry8 and their 
descendents. 
    “Sherrill Janeil11 Thayer who is a member of 
TFA is my 3rd daughter. 
    “Congratulations on your retirement! I am retired 
from teaching, coaching & principal as well as 
USNR. 
    “Your cousin, Art Thayer” 
 

Editors Reply: 
 “Hello Art, 
    “Here are the names of those buried in Fort 
Rosecrans National Cemetery that I have on file. I 
hope this information helps.” 
 
Scoville, Mable, d. 20 Sep 1944, "WIFE OF ACTG PAY 
CLERK E. L. THAYER, USN" 
Thayer, Alfred F., b. 6 Jul 1888, d. 12 Apr 1959, 
"MASSACHUSETTS, PVT, GEN SERVICE INF" 

Thayer, Aloysius H., b. 17 Oct 1921, d. 23 Oct 1989, 
"CPL US ARMY, WORLD WAR II" 
Thayer, Bernice Edna, b. 18 Dec 1903, d. 5 Aug 1965, 
"HIS WIFE", w/o Earl Franklin Thayer 
Thayer, Charles Reed,  b. 21 Sep 1919, d. 14 Aug 1973, 
"WASHINGTON, MMC, US NAVY, WORLD WAR II, 
KOREA", f/o Julie A. Thayer and Sheri Ann Thayer 
Thayer, Earl Franklin, b. 14 Jun 1895, d. 19 Apr 1967, 
"MASSACHUSETTS, PVT CO D 42 INF, 12 
DIVISION, WORLD WAR I", h/o Bernice Edna Thayer 
Thayer, Earl Levi, d. 24 Jun 1939, "CALIFORNIA, 
ACTING PAY CLERK, U.S. NAVY", h/o Mable 
Scoville  
Thayer, Grace L., no dates recorded 
Thayer, Guy Lang, b. 28 Apr 1917, d. 17 Mar 1962, 
"ARKANSAS, GM3, USNR, WORLD WAR II" 
Thayer, Julie A., d. 22 Apr 1960, "HIS DAUGHTERS", 
d/o Charles Reed Thayer 
Thayer, Kenneth Ardell, b. 1917, d. 1996, "TEC 5 
USA" 
Thayer, Sheri Ann, d. 17 Mar 1962, "HIS 
DAUGHTERS", d/o Charles Reed Thayer, stone with 
Julie A. Thayer 
Thayer, William G., b. 4 Oct 1886, d. 8 Sep 1964, 
"KANSAS, SGT TRP B, 4 REGT CAVALRY" 
Young, William J., b. 3 Aug 1906, d. 15 Jan 1988, 
"CAPT US NAVY, WORLD WAR II KOREA" 

Membership Form 
 

Please complete this form indicating if you are a New or Renewal Single Membership or New or Renewal Family Membership. 
Enclose the appropriate check or money order made payable to Thayer Families Association. 
 
Please check one:    Annual Dues $20.00   New Single Membership_____   Renewal of Single Membership_____ 
                                Annual Dues $30.00  New Family Membership_____  Renewal of Family Membership_____ 
 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format?  YES_______  NO_______ 
 
Note: A Family Membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife, sisters and brothers, or any combination 
of two persons). If you wish to pay for more than one year, multiply the number of years times the amount.  
 
First member name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Second member name:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of years desired:_______ X Appropriate Annual Dues ($20 or $30) = Total: _________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Country and Zip:____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:_______________________________________________________ 
Please mail the completed form and dues to: Thayer Families Association 
                                                                        346 Washington St. PMB #310 
                                                                        Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
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Thayer Families Association 

Annual Meeting 
June 20 – 23, 2007 

Braintree, MA 
 

Registration Form 
 
 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
CITY:_____________________       STATE:_________  ZIP CODE:_____________ 
 
 
 
TELEPHONE # (____)______________________ 
 
 
_______ LUNCHEON ($30.00 PER PERSON)  $____________ 
 
_______ BANQUET ($35.00 PER PERSON)  $____________ 
 
_______ PLIMOUTH PLANTATION TOUR (15.00 P/P) $____________ 
 
_______ BOSTON FREEDOM TRAIL TOUR (22.00 P/P)$____________ 
 
      Total   $____________* 
 
_______ ATTENDING THE MEETING 
 

*Please make check payable to Thayer Families Association 
 

 
It is important that we receive registrations for the meals by June 1st, please return this registration form 
to the address below. 
 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
311 Willow Oaks Blvd. 
Hampton, VA.  23669-1531     (email: JLYThayer@aol.com) 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jlythayer@aol.com
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamily.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 
Secretary, James Loren Thayer: 

Thayer Families Association 
346 Washington St. PMB #310 

Braintree, MA  02184-4702 
Email: jthayer@portative.net 

 
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 
Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2007, all rights 
reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 
of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 

Quarterly will become property of the Thayer Families 
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 
of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 
and/or the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of 
the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer 
(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to 
present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is 
available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify 
paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, 
$5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 
346 Washington St. PMB #310, Braintree, MA 02184-4702). A 
cumulative index, containing every occurrence of a name that 
has appeared in the newsletter (prior to the current issue) is 
available for $10 to the above address. 
   ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the 
editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 
be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via 
the Internet are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA 
address or email the editor at simplewebs.lee@gmail.com with 
an attached file containing the article. Artic les and submissions 
may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. Please 
provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. Deadline for submission to the Summer Issue 
is May 25th. t 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
RODNEY LEE THAYER, EDITOR 
346 WASHINGTON ST. PMB #310 
BRAINTREE, MA  02184-4702 

 

thayer.genealogist.net
mailto:jthayer@portative.net
mailto:hjthayer@aol.com
mailto:simplewebs.lee@gmail.com

