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Col. and Mrs. Thayer’s view of

Ithaca’s earliest days
For several days our old citizens have had the
gratification of conversing with one who formerly
residing here, was known to them all. The history
of the worthy and aged couple is as follows: Col.
Ebenezer Thayer and Miss Martha McNeal Eager
were married in Ithaca, September 10, 1810, by
the Rev. Garrett Mandeville, of the Reformed
Dutch Church, and were the first couple married
in Ithaca. Col. T. was born in Williamstown,
Berkshire County, Mass., August 28", 1788, and
came to reside in Ithaca December, 1808, where
there were but forty-two buildings in all, houses,
barns, etc. Two of the houses were log, and one
log blacksmith shop. Miss Eager was born May
10™, 1791, at Goshen, Orange county (sic), New
York, and came to reside in Ithaca with her
father, Capt. John Eager, who was the first
silversmith in our village, July, 1808. At the first
celebration of our national independence held in
the village of Ithaca, July 4th, 1809, Col. Thayer
fired the first gun in honor of the day. Dr. Lewis
Beers, of Danby, was president of the day, Hon.
David Woodcock, orator, and Rev. Garrett
Mandeville, chaplain. On the 5t day of July, 1809,
the frame of the Ithaca Hotel was raised by Levi
Moore, for Hon. Luther Gore. Col. Thayer was
employed on the building until its completion.
Col. T. was the second chorister in the First
Presbyterian Church in our village, and also was
the first chorister in the then new Methodist
Church, and afterwards was chorister in the First
Baptist Church in this village. Col. T. and wife are
now enjoying remarkable good health. They
reside at Watkins, Schuyler county (sic), N.Y. He

was one of the first subscribers to the public
library in Ithaca, got up by Joseph Sydney, father
of Edwin Sydney, in the year 1810. Col. T.
commanded the Escort at the execution of Guy C.
Clark, February 3, 1833, for the murder of his
wife at the old Columbian Inn. This was the first
execution in Tompkins County. The first Artillery
company organized in the village of Ithaca, 1809,
John C. Cantino, Capt.; Wm. T. Gardiner, 1*
Lieut.; Don Carlos Buel, 2" Leut.; Ebenezer
Thayer, 1* Sargt. Col. Thayer made the first
copper-nailed boot or shoe in the city of New
York, manufactured for Jacob Caton, 210
Greenwich street (sic), N.Y., in the year 1814. The
day that Col. T. returned from New York, the 14"
of January, 1816, was the day that the old
Presbyterian Church in Ithaca, was dedicated.
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The Camden Expedition in
Arkansas
Six Weeks Marching: Too Much
Mud, Too Little Food, and Plenty
of Rebels

In the spring of 1864, one of the Union
command's objectives was to capture the
Confederate army's western headquarters at
Shreveport, in the northwest corner of Louisiana.
Two Union forces were ordered to converge on
this prosperous, market town.

General Nathaniel Banks, commander of the
Department of the Gulf, sent his army
northwest from New Orleans, up the Mississippi
River to the Red River on the Red River
Campaign. Meanwhile, the troops of Major
General Frederick Steele's Third Division of the
Seventh Army Corps moved south from their
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headquarters at Little Rock, Arkansas on the
second half of this effort, the Camden
Expedition. Less than 200 miles separated the
two forces, but the problems they encountered
were very different. Banks had more supplies
than his troops needed and, for the spring
months, a Red River so shallow that it was not
deep enough for the gunboats or troop
transports.

Steele, on the other hand, didn't have half the
food and ammunition needed for his 10,000
troops and knew there was not enough food in
southern Arkansas to forage. Furthermore,
because it rained ceaselessly, the Arkansas rivers
(three of them, which Steele crossed several
times) and streams were flooding and the roads
were so muddy that every step his soldiers, his

horses, and his mules took would be difficult,
slow, and uncomfortable.

To make matters worse, the Confederate
guerrilla forces were very active in southern
Arkansas and would try to stop the Federals at
every bend in the road and every river ford.
Steele believed that if his command were to
reach Shreveport at all, it would not be by the
date his superiors demanded. General Steele
recommended that his division not participate in
the Red River Campaign.

However, General Ulysses S. Grant sent orders.

Steele had 6,800 soldiers, the Third Division,
Seventh Corps and two cavalry brigades,
stationed in Little Rock, Arkansas. Knowing this
force was not strong enough to accomplish the
mission, he sent orders to Brigadier General John
M. Thayer to march his 3,600 troops 170 miles
from his station at Fort Smith and meet him at
Arkadelphia on April 1.

On a clear March 23, as "Yankee Doodle" played,
Steele's soldiers cheerfully marched out of Little
Rock. It was probably the only pleasant day they
would have for the next six weeks. The next
evening they were informed that they would eat
only half rations (except for coffee). While orders
to go on half rations were not unexpected by
troops on a campaign, to receive them this early
on was both unusual and unexpected, and
certainly unwelcome. To make matters worse,
that night it began to rain.

It took them a week to march the 70 miles to
Arkadelphia. By that time, the men were pretty
hungry; they immediately scattered, visiting the
village residents requesting food - buying most of
what they got - and then settled down to wait for
the Frontier Division to arrive from Fort Smith.
Three days later, Thayer's column still had not
arrived, and the food problem was only
becoming more worrisome. Steele decided to
press on without Thayer's column.

The Confederates Begin Their Opposition
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General Edmund Kirby Smith's Confederates,
meanwhile, faced a dilemma. Outnumbered, they
had to somehow defeat the two separate Union
columns, Banks' in Louisiana and Steele's in
Arkansas, before the Federals threatened the
Confederate headquarters at Shreveport. Smith
later wrote in Battles and Leaders that he had to
choose which column he would throw most of his
weight against first, defeat that Union force, and
then hurry to face the second Union column.

Smith chose to face Banks first. He ordered two
infantry divisions to march from Arkansas to
Louisiana, where they would reinforce his troops
facing Banks' army. He left the District of
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Arkansas commander, Major General Sterling
Price, with five brigades of cavalry totaling 3,200
troopers, and orders to prevent the Federals
from getting to Shreveport. Given he was
outnumbered, Price knew he could not face the
Federals head on and defeat them. The best
Price could do was to harass the Federals like a
swarm of bloodthirsty mosquitoes and slow
them down until Smith could send the infantry
back from Louisiana to reinforce him.

Price split his force in two. His senior cavalry
officer, Brigadier General John S. Marmaduke,
devised a plan in which one cavalry column,
under Brigadier General W. L. Cabell, marched to
the confluence of the Ouachita and Little
Missouri rivers. Meanwhile, Brigadier General
Joseph Shelby's brigade headed in a wide arc
around the Federal column. When the Federals
tried to cross the Little Missouri, Cabell and
Colonel Colton Greene would attack the Federal
front while Shelby attacked the flank and rear. If
there was any chance for his smaller force to
defeat Steele's division, it was at the Little
Missouri crossing.

On April 1, Shelby's troopers began to oppose the
Federal advance. For the next month the
Confederates rarely let down their pressure.
Shelby attacked the Federal flank and rear at
Hollywood, then Spoonville, and again at Antoine
on the Terre Noire Creek. The Federals, though,
managed to push their way to Elkin's Ferry.

The Yankees Cross at Elkin's Ferry

As the Federal vanguard approached the river,
Marmaduke met them head on at Okolona. In
what became the standard procedure during the
Camden Expedition, the Confederate cavalry
attacked, the Federals brought up units to drive
the Confederates back, the Confederates
withdrew, regrouped, and started again. At
Elkin's Ferry, the combined Confederate
attention to the front and the flanks and rear did
slow the Federals enough that it took them
several days to cross the Little Missouri.
Nevertheless, they managed to cross, and the
best opportunity to stop the Federal advance was
lost. It wasn't for another several days before
Confederate reinforcements, a Texas cavalry
brigade commanded by Brigadier General Richard
M. Gano, and General Price with the brigades of
Brigadier Generals William A. Crawford and
Thomas P. Dockery arrived.

With the Federals across the Little Missouri, the
Confederates believed that Price was heading
southwest toward Spring Hill. Marmaduke
decided to concentrate his next round of
opposition at Prairie d'Ane, located midway
between Arkadelphia and Spring Hill, where
there was a series of earthworks.

Steele couldn't advance from Elkin's Ferry yet
though, because on April 6, at long last, a
message from Thayer arrived. Thayer reported
that travel was so difficult he expected it would
take at least more three more days for his
Frontier Division to meet up with Steele. Angry,
aware that his scarce food supplies were
dwindling with nothing to show for it, Steele
settled down at the crossing to wait for Thayer.
His men set to corduroying the soggy roads and



bridging the Little Missouri to make Thayer's
crossing easier than their own had been.

Corduroy roads, like this one in Centreville,
Virginia, were constructed by laying logs or
trees side-by-side to make a better rolling
surface for wagons than hoof-churned mud.

Their arrival was disappointing. Little in the
Frontier Divisions' appearance inspired
confidence in its fighting abilities. To make
matters worse, although the division had
accumulated a large amount of plunder, they had
neglected to gather food, and their food supplies
were as low as Price's. Price now had 12,000 men
at his command. 12,000 very very hungry men.

The Earthworks of Prairie d'Ane

The Federals, with Brigadier General Frederick
Salomon's brigade in the lead, left their
encampment at the Little Missouri. Shelby and
Dockery's Confederate troopers contested every
muddy Yankee step. They skirmished, they
slashed, they yelled, they picked off Yankee
soldiers one by one. As darkness fell, Salomon
halted. The Confederates sheltered in the
earthworks, but they kept up a sporadic artillery
fire all night. Pickets, meanwhile, exchanged
insults. And with the dawn, the Federals pushed
forward, and then fell back a short way.
Eventually they formed into line of battle, but by
then it was mid-afternoon and too late to
accomplish much. That evening, the
Confederates moved out of the earthworks. Next
morning the Federals moved in. Steele, though,
couldn't stay there.

Nor could he continue marching to Spring Hill. His
troops had been on half rations for three weeks;
he had to get supplies. The supply base of
Camden was forty miles away, on the Ouachita
River. He wrote to General Halleck, the Federal
Commander in Chief in Washington D.C., "Our
supplies were nearly exhausted, and so was the
country. We were obliged to forage from 5 to 15
miles on either side of the road to keep our stock
alive."

The Yankees Don't Find Much in Camden

For two days the Confederates attacked, front
and rear, as the Federals trudged wearily,
hungrily, in the new direction. The Federal rear
guard, Thayer's division, had no break from the
fighting. At last Steele ordered Brigadier General
Samuel A. Rice's infantry division, in the lead, to
get to Camden as quickly as possible. It wasn't
easy. The roads were knee deep in mud,
especially in the valleys of the Terre Rouge Creek
and Cypress Bayou. The soldiers had to corduroy
the roads and they had to wade across the
Cypress Bayou. Nevertheless, at nightfall, they
were only 18 miles from Camden, at White Oak
Creek, where they joined Brigadier General
Eugene A. Carr's cavalry.
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They started out at dawn of April 15. They had
traveled four miles when the advance, Brigadier
General Frederick Saloman's, found
Marmaduke's cavalrymen blocking the road. The
Confederate troopers had ridden in a 60 mile
circuit around the Union army's southern flank
so they could face the Federal lead.
Marmaduke's Confederates attacked. They
fought for two hours. But the Yankees held on.
Marmaduke eventually withdrew, and sent a
detachment to Camden with orders to burn any



public property that remained in the village.
Saloman's soldiers marched into Camden later
that day. The Federals marched all through the
night to reach Camden; the last of them didn't
arrive until the next morning.

Steele immediately put the soldiers to work to
improve the semicircular entrenchments the
Confederates had built around Camden. He was
90 miles from Shreveport and 150 from Banks,
who was by now back at Grand Ecore after being
defeated twice in two battles. Steele (as
Marmaduke was pleased to see) had besieged
himself. But before the Federals could continue
their journey to Shreveport he had to find food.
The troops foraged through the town, looking for
ham, cornbread, anything edible. There was little
to be found.

Kirby Smith, meanwhile, had returned from
Louisiana, now that there was no longer any
serious threat from Banks' army which had met
defeat at the Battles of Mansfield and Pleasent
Hill. On April 17, he made his headquarters at
Calhoun, Arkansas, a couple of hours away from
Price but connected by telegraph to Shreveport.
Smith hoped to prevent Steele from learning
about Banks' retreat. He further hoped make
Steele's supply situation worse, force Steele to
retreat back to Little Rock, and finally, to destroy
Steele's army. If he could do this, he could
possibility take back Little Rock and Northern
Arkansas for the Confederates.

The Federals Meet Disaster at Poison Springs

Camden did not have enough food to feed 12,000
very hungry soldiers, their supply animals, or the
numerous speculators, refugees and other
hangers-on an army always accumulates. Steele
sent out a wagon train 198 wagons long down
the road toward Washington, Arkansas to forage
for food. The wagon train guard was small, made
up of 500 men of the 1st Kansas Colored
Regiment, 200 cavalry men and two guns.
Marmaduke saw this as an opportunity too good
to miss. At sunset 2,000 Confederate troopers set
out to meet that wagon train.

The Federals found food 18 miles out of Camden
and that evening the wagon train started its slow
trek back to Camden. Reinforcements for the
small guard arrived a few miles later: 375 men of
the 18th lowa, 90 cavalrymen and two howitzers.
The 1st Kansas commander, Colonel James M.
Williams, now had 1,000 soldiers and 4 guns.

Marmaduke, though, believed there were more
Union reinforcements than there really were. He
thought that the total number of Union soldiers
had been increased to 2,500. This was too many
for his 2,000 cavalrymen to meet and still be sure
he'd succeed in cutting off the Federal wagon
train before it reached Camden. He pulled back
to his camp and wrote a message to Price asking
for more troops.

Price sent Brigadier General Samuel B. Maxey's
division and the 14th Missouri. Marmaduke now
had 3,100 men. Marmaduke planned for
Maxey's division to attack the Union right while
the rest of the Confederates formed across the

Sterling Price

Camden road. When Colonel Williams found
Confederates blocking his path, he called the
First Kansas to form in line with the cavalry on
their flanks. He ordered the 18th lowa protect
the wagon train's rear. Marmaduke opened the
battle with artillery crossfire. Maxey's
Confederates were lined up on a wooded ridge
above the road on the Federal right flank. The
Confederates came out of the woods at the
double quick. When they came near, they
opened fire.

A short while later the outnumbered Kansas
troops broke. Williams, though, had to defend
the wagon train. The lowans, in the rear, couldn't
come forward to reinforce the Kansans; the
Confederates were attacking the wagon train
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rear, too. The Federals reformed. The
Confederates pushed them back. Again they
reformed, but eventually the Confederates
pushed them into and then beyond the wagon
train. The Federals broke.

The Confederates' blood was up. One of the
Confederate units was Colonel Tandy Walker's
Second Indian (Choctaw) Brigade. They hated the
1st Kansas regiment, which had been stationed in
Choctaw territory and was "well known for its
ransacking activities in the past," as Shelby Foote
wrote. The Federals ran for two miles. The
Confederates, lead by the Choctaws, followed. By
the time Maxey called off the chase, the 1st
Kansas had lost 182 men, 117 of them killed.

As the survivors straggled back toward Camden, a
courier brought news of Banks' misfortunes in
the Louisiana. In his message Banks wrote that
although he had defeated the Confederates in
two battles, he'd had to withdraw to Grand
Ecore. He wanted Steele meet him at the Red
River, rather than at Shreveport - farther than
originally planned. "If you can join us on this
line," Banks wrote, "l am confident we can move
to Shreveport without material delay, and that
we shall have an opportunity of destroying the
only organized rebel army west of the
Mississippi."

"Owing to contingencies," Steele wrote back, "it
is impossible for me to say definitely that | will
join you at any point on the Red River within a
given time." He'd heard rumors of the
Confederates receiving reinforcements of 8,000
infantrymen.

Furthermore, the Confederates looked like they
were about to attack. "They have just opened
upon my outposts with artillery. This may be to
get as near our lines as possible tonight,
preparatory to a general attack tomorrow
morning," he added.

The Confederate attack didn't happen. For four
days Steele mulled over his difficulties. The food
supplies were not going to get better, even
though a wagon train with 10 days half rations

arrived from Pine Bluff on April 20. He couldn't
meet Banks on the Red River without leaving
Arkansas vulnerable to Confederate takeover.
And anyway, getting there when the roads were
as muddy as ever would be difficult. And with
Banks' withdrawal, the Confederates were likely
to concentrate even more closely on his own
forces. On April 22, he wrote to General William
Tecumseh Sherman, "Although | believe we can
beat Price, | do not expect to meet successfully
the whole force which Kirby Smith could send
against me, if Banks should let him go."

Reinforcements did arrive at the Confederate
camp; Kirby Smith had ordered three infantry
divisions to march from Louisiana. Smith realized
that to defeat the Federals he had to get Steele
to leave Camden. The way to do that was to
make the Federal supply situation even worse.

Smith ordered Brigadier General James F. Fagan
to take 3,000 troops and cross the Ouachita
River. They were to strike Federal targets along
the Saline and Arkansas rivers and the roads in
between from Little Rock to Camden. When
Fagan reached the Ouachita at Eldorado Landing,
his scouts reported that the Federal supply train
from Pine Bluff had left Camden. Fagan wanted
those supply wagons.

He had to catch the wagons before they crossed
the Saline River. The best place, he believed, was
at Mount Elba. Fagan rode 45 miles to the
crossroads of Marks' Mills. Before dawn on April
25, his scouts found the 240 government wagons,
1,440 soldiers, one artillery battery, and
numerous civilians only a few miles west, in the
Moro Bottom. Fagan put two brigades, Shelby's
and Crawford's, in position to block the Camden-
Pine Bluff road between the wagon train and
Mount Elba. His own men would attack the
Federal flanks and rear.

The Federals had no idea that the Confederates
were nearby. The wagon train arrived at the
crossroads just after dawn. Brigadier General W.
L. Cabell's brigade attacked. The 43rd Indiana and
the 36th lowa panicked. Cabell's men drove them
to the wagon train, and behind it. But the



Federals rallied. They counterattacked against
the Confederate regiment on the left flank.
Cabell's troops had to about face to protect their
flank. Cabell's troops fought without
reinforcements for an hour and a half. Finally,
Dockery's troops arrived and formed on Cabell's
left and immediately attacked. Cabell's exhausted
men found the strength to join in. The Federals
were outnumbered and were driven into the
wagon train.

At that point, Joe Shelby's Missourians arrived
and attacked just as the Federal line broke. The
43rd Indiana and the 36th lowa surrendered.

The 77th Ohio, guarding the wagon train's rear,
had not yet surrendered, but when the
Confederates went for them in force, it wasn't
long before the Ohio troops also gave up.

The only Federal troop the Confederates then
had to deal with were the 500 troopers of the 1st
lowa Cavalry, and soon they too, surrendered.
After a five-hour battle, the Confederates
captured 1,300 Federal soldiers, 300 wagons and
teams, six guns, and four regimental standards.
Fagan's Confederates lost 300 killed and
wounded.

Only 150 Federals survived to return to Camden.
Fagan rode north to intercept Steele's retreat.

Steele's Dilemma

Steele had no food for men or animals. The
countryside had no food to forage. He knew his
troops would never make it to Shreveport, much
less to the Red River rendezvous Banks had
suggested. Steele had three choices: starve in
Camden, surrender, or retreat to Little Rock. He
presented the options to his generals. They chose
to retreat.

The Federals destroyed everything in Camden
they wouldn't need on the journey. They made
little noise and little smoke - they didn't want the
Confederates to know what they intended to do.
That evening the drums beat tattoo. The Federals
began to cross the Ouachita River. An hour later,

taps sounded. By evening, every soldier had
crossed the river. A few lamps still burned in
Camden, but no Yankees remained. The
engineers packed the pontoon bridge and joined
the column, sleeping in a camp a few miles down
the road.

It was morning before the Confederates realized
that Camden was empty and that the Federals
were across the river. The Confederates had no
pontoon bridge, so they couldn't take up the
chase immediately. It took them an entire day
and through the night to build a floating bridge
before they could cross the river. Over, at last,
they hurried down the road, discovering Yankee
equipment and mules and wagons that had
become stuck in the knee deep mud and left
behind. Kirby Smith had to - somehow, with the
condition of the roads - hurry. He had to stop the
Federals this side of the Saline River; otherwise
they would make it back to the strong defenses
of Little Rock.

Crossing the Last River: Jenkins Ferry

Rain fell. Every step the soldiers took sank deep
into the muck. Nevertheless, the Union troops
reached the bank of the Saline River. The
engineers crossed Jenkins Ferry with pontoon
bridges. The road leading to the ferry, though,
ran from a bluff through bayou, swamp, fields
and woodlands. The soldiers, exhausted and
weak, cut trees, shaped them into logs, dragged
them to the road, and placed them one next to
the other, for two miles to make it easier for their
wagons and artillery to travel. When night fell,
they built bonfires and continued to work. They
knew the Rebels were nearby. The rain did not
stop.

By dawn on April 30 the engineers had bridged
the Saline. The Federal wagons began to cross.
Then Price's Confederates arrived.

The Confederates had to stop the Federals from
crossing the river. But the Federals were
prepared to meet them; not only had they been
building a corduroy road, they had also
constructed breastworks. The defenses were



built near the river, on the east side of a
cornfield. To get to them the Confederates had to
cross in the open, over two fields only a quarter
of a mile wide to attack Yankees safe behind their
fortifications. The fields were so muddy the
Rebels could not move quickly. Their only
protection was fog hanging so thick and low that
if a Confederate wanted to aim a shot he had to
bend down.

One after another, the Confederate brigades
attacked. Marmaduke's cavalrymen fought for
two hours. Then Churchill's division arrived and
immediately went in followed by Brigadier
General Mosby Parson's brigade. For the next
two hours the armies fought. As each
Confederate brigade arrived, it rushed into the
battle. Three times they pushed forward, three
times the Federals pushed them back. The
Confederates swarmed the Federal right. They
tried to turn the Federal left. The fog and
gunsmoke was so thick that the 2nd Kansas
Colored Regiment captured a Confederate
battery because the Confederates had believed
the black Kansans were Confederates as they
approached (the Kansans rushed the battery
yelling "Remember Poison Springs"). At 11:30
Major General John G. Walker's Texas division
tried to turn the Federal left, and almost
succeeded because the 33rd lowa was fast
running out of ammunition. But the 40th lowa
reinforced the Federal left. For an hour they
fought. All three of Walker's brigadier generals
were wounded. Some of Churchill's soldiers were
sent in to reinforce Walker's fight, but by this
time it was over. The Federals had won this
battle. Smith lost over 800 Confederates. The
Federals reported 600 killed, wounded or
missing.

The Federals Cross, the Confederates Stay
Behind

Even as they fought, the Federals crossed the
Saline. By 11:00 they'd gotten all the wagons
across. The infantry began to cross by 12:00. The
battle was over at 12:30. At 3:00, after the last
Yankee crossed, the engineers dismantled the
bridge and set it on fire. Steele left his wounded

behind. The Rebels, without a bridge, could do
nothing but watch the Federals march away. That
night the Confederates camped near the
battlefield. CSA Brigadier General William Scurry
died of his wounds. An hour after Scurry's
funeral, Brigadier General Horace Randal died.

Across the river, the Federals may not have had
Confederates to harass them, but they still didn't
have an easy time of it. The roads were still
mucky. And on this side of the river there was no
timber for a corduroy road. When a wagon
became stuck, they burned it. The Yankees were
starving and exhausted from the battle. But they
kept moving all day, all night, dazed and slogging
in the mud.

Three days later, May 3, they could see the
fortifications of Little Rock in the distance. They
stopped. They tried the straighten out their
uniforms, put on the best show they could. And
they marched into Little Rock, displaying their
prisoners and the three cannon they had
captured. A St. Louis newspaperman wrote that
all they gained for their pains was "defeat, hard
blows, and poor fare."

Conclusion

General Steele did not get to Shreveport in his
aborted expedition. The second arm of the Red
River Campaign was as disastrous - or worse - as
the Banks' foray. Confederate Edmund Kirby
Smith had save his army's Louisiana headquarters
from two Federal columns. Smith lost 2,000 men,
mostly wounded who soon returned to his ranks.
The Federals, though, lost 3,000, and of them
two-thirds were either killed or captured. Smith
lost three guns. He took ten. He captured 635
Federal wagons and 2,500 mules, and enough
supplies for an entire cavalry brigade.

Smith now had the leisure to concentrate on
chasing Banks back to the Mississippi River. On
the day Steele's battered Federals marched into
Little Rock, Smith ordered three divisions to head
for Louisiana.



Future plans discussed for Thayer's
Corner Nature Area

By Pam Fleming e STAFF WRITER e December 11,
2008

(Article reprinted with permission)
pfleming@gannett.com (248) 349-1700, Ext. 260

Referred to as "a little jewel in Northville
Township," trustees and residents discussed
future plans for Thayer's Corner Nature Area Dec.
4,

The topic was the first in a series of study
sessions recently initiated by the board of
trustees.

"This (area) is a little bit of Up North in Northville
Township that doesn't exist anywhere else, and it
hasn't cost the township hardly anything," said
Marv Gans, trustee and member of the Friends of
Thayer's Corner Nature Area.

Gans said volunteers have devoted more than
1,000 hours to the area located on the east side
of Napier Road just north of Six Mile Road.

Mark Abbo, township supervisor, said his main
concern is whether the area is adhering to
township ordinances and that future plans for are
communicated to township officials.

Discussion also included whether the park is
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990.

"If you're going to open the buildings to the
public, you have to have them ADA-compliant,"
said Don Weaver, director of public services.
"We're noncompliant now. | know we don't have
a great budget on this project, but we really need
a site plan."

Residents want to maintain the rustic, rural feel
of the area, which includes a pond, walking trails,
a community garden and five buildings. Some
antique farm equipment was recently donated to

the area. Picnic tables, a bird house and portable
toilet have also been added.

A master plan for the area, formerly known as
Thayer's Corner Park, was developed in 2001, and
the board approved a conceptual plan for the
area last year.

"We need a site plan to update these changes,"
said Sue Hillebrand, clerk.

Gans said the Friends group has not gone beyond
Phase I.

"We've just enhanced what we already have," he
said.

The board questioned the appropriateness of
some dirt hauled to the area recently by Wayne
County workers because approvals were not
received beforehand from the township.

"There are some details we didn't know about,"
said Chris Roosen, trustee. "l really like the spirit
of volunteerism, but we need good
communication, too."

GATE AT ENTRANCE?

Much discussion revolved around whether or not
a gate should be erected at the entrance on
Napier Road. Some say it would keep vandals
and/or thieves out; others say it could delay
response time should if a fire should occur in one
of the buildings. Township police do patrol the
park, currently open April through November,
and there has evidently been no history of
vandalism.

"I would like John Werth's (director of public
safety) opinion," said Gans, who is not in favor of
putting up a gate.

"The users of the park don't want a gate up," said
Margie Banner, trustee and a member of Friends

group.

"We haven't had a problem with that park," said
Debbie Brown, a 25-year township resident.



"There's a good Neighborhood Watch (program)
out there. | don't think there should be a gate put
up so snowshoeing, cross-country skiing,
horseback riding and walking can be allowed."

Brown would also like the area to remain open
year-round.

Jean Beamish, who's lived in the township since
1948, said the area is close to Ridge Wood
Elementary School, and it would be a good place
for student field trips.

"I'm tickled that the area's being kept up,"
Beamish said. "It's one of the last vestiges of rural
land in the township."

Resident Steve Lomske supports the area and
said it's a growing trend in communities across
the country to have passive parks like Thayer's.
"This park fills a niche," Lomske said.

Abbo wants more accurate costs on
improvements planned for the area in Phase 11,
estimated at $168.000, and wants Banner and
Weaver to work together to ensure ordinances
are being met and that the area complies with
the current approved plan.

Plans for the area that would not require grants
or funding include: expand the size and number
of the community gardens; complete trails,
including a path around the pond and horse trails
around the perimeter of the area and the fields;
clean up poison ivy; clean up cement blocks;
explore using the house on the property as
interim housing for Parks and Recreation
maintenance staff, an Eagle Scout project
proposal for rustic seating behind the house,
timed lighting for security purpose; an entrance
gate and keeping the park open year-round.

"I think we can bring the area up to what we had
in mind," Banner said.

"The spirit is to keep it as natural as possible,"
Gans said. "We want to keep it rustic and rural."
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Marv and Rikki Gans walk hand-in-hand near
the entrance to the Thayer's Corner Nature
Area, which is now closed for the winter and
will re-open next April 1. (Photo by JOHN
HEIDER/Northville Record)

Thayer’s Corner
Nature Area

1 [

Seven Mile Road

Napier Road

Ridge Road

Six Mile Road

SOURCE: Charter Township of Northville
PHASE Il DETAILS

Phase Il plans for Thayer's Corner Nature Area,
estimated to cost $168,000, include: n Build a
handicap accessible bathroom in the house, with
no access to the rest of the house, or a free-
standing bathroom - $10,000;

n Add a water well and septic field - $8,000;

n Construct an Interpretive Center by renovating
the current house on the property for use by
groups and schools for nature studies or other
activities - $150,000 (estimated $3,330 a year in
utility costs would be covered by users).



Friends of Thayer's Corner Nature Area members
suggest these plans be delayed until appropriate
grants and/or funding becomes available due to
budgetary constraints.

-

N

e

Photographs Courtesy of Nancy Crouch
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Historian’s Report
From Pat['icia's mailbag:

N, ‘
¢

Lorna Thayer

The following information, received from John
Howard Thayer of Rome, NY, answered my query
in the Winter 2008 Thayer Quarterly newsletter
issue regarding information on the Actress known
as "Lorna Thayer."

"...Born Lorna Patricia Casey in Boston on March
10, 1919, her mother, actress Louise Gibney
brought the family to California in 1923 to escape
the cold winters and settled in Venice Beach,
eventually securing a permanent residence in
Hollywood. From 1952 Lorna could be glimpsed
here and there in a handful of humorless
working-class bits in such films as The Lusty Men
(1952), Women's Prison (1955), _Beast with a
Million Eyes, The (1956)_, | Want to Live! (1958)
and Freckles (1960). She appeared on both the
New York and Los Angeles stages and made her
Broadway debut in "Comes a Day" in 1958,
returning six years later with a role in "Never Live
Over a Pretzel Factory." A fairly steady TV fixture
throughout the 1950s and 1960s, she
experienced a slump for a time until her
celebrated bit with Nicholson triggered a host of
character film work including Cisco Pike (1972),
The Gravy Train (1974), Buddy (1981) and
Nothing in Common (1986), along with assorted
TV mini-movies. Although it did not improved her
standing all that much, she made do and had a
bit part in the Al Pacino/Michelle Pfeiffer starrer
Frankie and Johnny (1991) before retiring. She
was married twice--to actor George N. Neise
(divorced) and Arthur Dowling (widowed). She
had two daughters, Adrienne and Nikki. Lorna
was diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease five



years before her death in 2005 at age 85. At the
time she was living at the Motion Picture and
Television Fund retirement establishment in
Woodland Hills, California. (Mini Biography by
Gary Brunburgh as found on the Internet Movie
Database,
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0857213/bio.)

THAYER QUERIES:
On 12 Dec 2008, | received a query from
correspondent, Louis Reeves, of Terre Haute,
Indiana, who had purchased a scrapbook
belonging to the wife of New England artist,
Albert Rufus Thayer. |, in turn, purchased the
treasure from Lou, who had this to say about his
acquisition: “I got the book thru an auction. | buy
old papers and books like this because they are
real pieces of history as you will see when
reading the old articles | hope all the Thayers
enjoy it. | am glad it is going home.”
In a future issue of the Thayer Quarterly
newsletter, | will include photos and stories of
some of Albert’s remarkable paintings.

IMPORTANT notice: If you have early Thayer
photos taken prior to 1930 to share, | am now
accepting photos for consideration in future
publishing projects. File attachments of your
photos can be sent in JPG file format to
TriciaMuno@aol.com. OR send COLOR LASER

photocopies to:
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Patricia Thayer Muno
Thayer Family Historian
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, Utah 84414

Treasurer’s Report
Judy Young Thayer — TFA Treasurer

TFA Account Balance: $9630.85, no outstanding
checks

TFA 2010 Reunion

The Thayer Families Association reunion has been
scheduled for June 11-13, 2010 in GETTYSBURG,
PA. Watch this newsletter and our website for
further information.

President’s Words
Kate Welton Kuzmich, TFA President 2008-2010

| have been struck many times by the use of the
word ‘serendipity’ by others in their verbal or
written descriptions of successes in family
research. We have all heard stories of someone
helping someone else and stumbling upon
previously unknown information. Or, the tired,
end of the day departure from a cemetery and a
chance stumble upon a grave that opens up new
discoveries and previously unknown cousins and
friends. In my favorite dictionary, now hopelessly
out of date but treasured by my father, the
definition reads: serendipity: the gift of finding
valuable or agreeable things not sought for.

Several weeks ago a phone call came to my home
from Australia. The only previous phone call from
Australia that | can recall is one on Christmas
morning many years ago, in the middle of the
night actually, from my brother and mother who
were vacationing there. They had incorrectly
calculated the time difference from Australia to
Louisiana, and | remember nothing of the
conversation save that it happened. Fortunately,
this more recent Australian call was answered by
a family member, who took a message that the
caller would try again at a specific time as | was
not home. Coming home to a message from


http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0857213/bio
mailto:TriciaMuno@aol.com

Australia with an inquiry for a surname that I'd

not researched in several years stirred up some
stagnant thoughts, and | spent the intervening

hours looking over the distressingly thin file for
that family.

One of my most pressing questions to the
Australian connection was how | had been
located. | am careful in the public forum to keep
my telephone number and mailing address
private. This researcher had found a several
years old message board posting from me
regarding a second marriage in a related line,
fought his way through an email change on my
part, looked for telephone numbers in my town
on any related form of my unusual name and
decided to take a chance on an expensive, but
possibly relevant, telephone call.

Yes, we spoke later that evening. Yes, we are
distant cousins. Several years ago another
researcher began a careful study on a single
surname and determined that a very small
number of families existed and were very
probably descended from a single individual. My
mother’s line is the only surviving link to a
descendant family that was decimated by fire
and disease in Lincolnshire, England in the
1800’s. With a single connection this single
surname project acquired over 100 new
individuals, all descendants of a single surviving
individual who ventured into lllinois to join his
grandmother; his parents and siblings having all
perished prior to 1857. My Australian cousin
shares a similar story, his ancestor removing to
the opposite side of the world, for essentially the
same reasons. He has written a book about his
family’s struggle to create a home in the
Australian wilderness, and shared it with me, a
delightful excursion into the settling of Australia
and his family’s adventures.

A single query on a surname site cast a thread
that bound the world together. Serendipity.

Thayer Family DNA project update

Kate Welton Kuzmich
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The Thayer Families DNA project has posted
completed testing results on several individuals.
FamilyTreeDNA of Houston, Texas provided the
testing kits and the results are posted at:

http://www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/thayer

We have participants who have proven descents
from 2 of the 3 immigrant lines, but do not yet
have a participating individual from the Thomas
line. The results obtained from our samples are
as expected, showing a close relationship
between all participants. If you are a Thomas
descendant, and are willing to give a DNA
sample, please consider doing so. There is a
limited amount of financial support available if
cost is an issue.

We are not only descendants of these three
immigrants, there are other Thayer lines. Do NOT
hesitate to become part of this project, your
input is needed.

As our database grows, we may discover small
DNA mutations that allow us to determine
specific downlines from sons and grandsons of
our early lines. These will be of great importance
to our unplaced Thayer members. If you are a
Thayer who does not know your connection, your
DNA may provide the answer.

The web pages have recently undergone major
re-work, so if it has been a while since you looked
at the site, please visit again.

Any questions? Contact me at:
kwelkuz@earthlink.net.

Jacob Thayer & Wealthy Crossman

Jerry Thayer — Assistant genealogist

Revolutionary Pension records are always
interesting and | usually provide information that
we did not have or verification of dates/places
that we had but were unconfirmed. Such is the
case in reviewing the pension records of Jacob®
Thayer (Jacob4, Nathaniel®, Nathaniel?,
Nathaniell) and his wife Wealthy Crossman.


http://www.worldfamilies.net/surnames/thayer
mailto:kwelkuz@earthlink.net

| have not found the pension record of Jacob to
date, although he had Pension Certificate 12896;
Wealthy had a Pension Number W.25477 which
shows that she was approved for a widow’s
pension of $40 per year to begin on 4 Mar 1843.
The certificate was issued on 19 Jun 1843.

Jacob Thayer first married Dorothy Monk of
Stoughton MA, 2 Oct 1777. The Town records of
Stoughton show an intention to marry for Jacob
Thayer of Easton to Dorothy Monk of Stoughton
27 Aug 1777. How this marriage ended is
unknown. From Sprague’s data, we know that
Jacob Thayer married Wealthy Crossman 3 Aug
1780 in Easton. The published extract of the
Easton marriage records does not contain this
marriage. The pension record, however,
contained a Certificate of marriage attested by
Tisdale Harlow, Town Clerk of Easton on 31 Aug
1838, which attests that Jacob Thayer, Jr. and
Miss Wealthy Crossman, both of Easton were
married 3 Aug 1780 by Rev. Archibald Campbell
and recorded by Matthew Hayward, Town Clerk
of Easton.

The Pension record also contains the initial
application dated 4 Apr 1818 to the War
department by Jacob Thayer to be placed on the
pension list. At that time, he was of Pittsford,
Rutland County, Vermont. He said that he was
age 63 and at the start of the war he lived in
Easton. He enlisted 1 May 1775 for 8 months
and about three weeks before that enlistment
ended, he reenlisted in the Company of Capt.
James Perry of Col. Sargeants Regiment in the
Massachusetts Line for one year. The unit went
to New York and was stationed on the Hudson
River. Jacob completed his enlistment and was
dismissed at Peekskill, NY the end of December
1776. Following his return home he was called
out on several alarms until the close of the war.
He said he was poor and dependent upon his
sons for support. Jacob’s pension was approved
and he was placed on the pension roll at $96 per
year.

Wealthy Thayer appeared in court on 17 Sep
1838 to make her deposition for her pension.
She was a resident of Pittsford and swore that
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she and Jacob were married 3 Aug 1780 and that
he died 11 Feb 1836.

Solomon Thayer, son of Jacob & Wealthy then

swore that he was their son and age “51 years

and upward” and attested to his father’s death
date and that his mother had not remarried.

One of the more interesting things in many
pension records is the list of assets and debts
that was required from those requesting a
pension. Jacob’s was handwritten and about two
pages. It starts with 1 mare 15 years old for which
he paid $20; a male 3 year old colt, 4 yearling
steers, 1 yearling heifer, 2 hogs, 2 colts, 4 sheep,
etc., and included household goods and china.

Finally, Jacob said he was disabled and had to
support a wife 57 years old and “worn out,” a
daughter Lucy age 20 in good health, and a
granddaughter Betsey Thayer in her tenth year
that he took to raise at 6 weeks old. This was
possibly a daughter of his son Ruel and first wife
Ann who died before 1816, but | am not certain.

| have access to many Revolutionary pension
records and if any member who has a
Revolutionary ancestor/spouse who lived beyond
1819 wishes me to check, please contact me at
HiThayer@aol.com.

Officers and Directors of TFA

President: Kate Welton Kuzmich
kwelkuz@earthlink.net

Vice President : Russ Thayer
CthayerOOl@roadrunner.com

Secretary : Jim Thayer;
ithayer@ipapilot.org

Treasurer : Judy Thayer;
jlthayer@aol.com

Directors : Madora Boyd; Peggy Krapf ;
Amy McGraw; Will Thayer; Duane Thayer



mailto:kwelkuz@earthlink.net
mailto:Cthayer001@roadrunner.com
mailto:jthayer@ipapilot.org
mailto:jlthayer@aol.com

Thayer Families Association
Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box#313 Randolph, MA 02368-
4821

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above.

Please enter desired options:
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: Renewal:

Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: Renewal:

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated
above.

First member name:
Second family member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:
Most recent Thayer connection: birth & death dates if known:
Earliest known Thayer ancestor: birth & death dates if known:

Your Full Name(s)

Mailing Address: Number & Street: City,
State: Country, ZIP/Postal Zip Code

Telephone number is optional:

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes No
Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic in PDF format Paper
May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes No

E-Mail Address:

If this is a new application, how did you discover us?

Thank you for your membership!

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:

Please mail the completed form and dues to:
Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box #313 Randolph, MA 02368-4821

15



THE THAYER QUARTERLY
28 So. Main St., Box #313
Randolph, MA 02368-4821

CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamilies.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, James Loren Thayer:

28 So. Main St., Box #313

Randolph, MA 02368-4821

Email: JThayer@ipapilot.org

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762
Email: HJThayer@aol.com
Please include an SASE if you need a reply.

The Thayer Quarterly © (copyright 1994-2009, all
rights reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer
Families Association. Article selection and editorial is at
the discretion of the Editor and may not reflect views of
the TFA, its Officers, Directors, or members. All
materials published in the Thayer Quarterly will become
the property of the Thayer Families Association, and any
further disbursing will be at the discretion of the Board
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of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, and/or
the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of
the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar);
Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available
from 1994 to present; some may be a photocopy (Spring
2000 to present is available on CD-ROM in electronic
PDF format, please specify paper or CD when ordering).
Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for non-
members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 28 So.
Main Street, Box #313, Randolph, MA 02368-4821).

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to
the TQ. Photographs with a light background are
appreciated, and can be returned, undamaged, if
requested. Digital photos sent via the Internet are also
welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or
email the editor with an attached file containing the
article. Articles and submissions may be edited,
respectfully, for length and readability. Please provide
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written
by the editor at your suggestion or from material you
provide, will be credited to you. Deadline for submission
to the Fall Issue is August 25, 2009. Please submit to:
kwelkuz@earthlink.net.



