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GETTYSBURG ONE 
By H. Jerry Thayer, TFA Assistant Genealogist 

 

In preparation for our 2010 reunion in Gettysburg 
Pennsylvania, our President thought it would be a 
good idea to try to identify the Thayers and spouses 
of Thayers who served in the military and were at the 
battle of Gettysburg on 1-3 July of 1863.  I undertook 
this task as I thought it would be interesting for our 
readers.  I did not understand the magnitude of the 
task.  So far I have identified 407 Thayers or Thayer 
spouses who served in the Civil War.  Some of these 
we know the dates of service and the units to which 
they were assigned and some we do not have that 
information. 
 
The first task was to determine the units which were 
at the battle of Gettysburg for both the Union and 
Confederates.  Yes, there were Thayers who served in 
military of the Confederacy.  For you who are not 
acquainted with the military this is called the “Order 
of Battle.”  I found this online of course and there 
were many units from diverse places.  On the Union 
side there were US professional military units as well 
as units from New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois., Maine, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Delaware, Maryland, Minnesota, New Jersey, 
West Virginia and Ohio.  On the Confederate side 
there were units from Virginia, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, Arkansas, 
Texas, Louisiana, Maryland (yes they fought on both 
sides),  and Tennessee.   
 
Unlike the Union forces, most of the Confederate 
Brigades contained units from a single state and they 
had fought together before. 

 
Now that we had the units involved, it was time to 
determine the Thayers and Thayer spouses who were 
in those units during the period 1-3 July 1863.  It would 
be probable that those persons engaged in the Battle 
of Gettysburg; if they were not on leave or sick in the 
hospital.  Working through the 407 veterans that were 
identified as Civil War vets, I found that over half were 
either not identified with units or their time of service 
was not identified.  
 
This information reveals that I have a big task ahead, 
which I will document in the remaining two 
newsletter issues prior to the Reunion.  So far I have 
been able to identify 42 Thayers or Thayer spouses 
who were in units identified at Gettysburg and during 
the 1-3 Jul 1863 time frame.  I will give the names in 
the next issue after I do a bit more work but to date 
there are on the Union side: 
 
New York 8 
Pennsylvania 7 
Michigan 6 
Massachusetts 6 
Vermont  3 
Indiana 2 
Ohio 2 
Maine 2 
Regular Army 1 
Wisconsin 1 
 
I have found one who was definitely wounded at 
Gettysburg and one who was taken prisoner by the 
Confederates there. 
 
On the Confederate side: 
Virginia 3 
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North Carolina 1 
 
My main job now is to search for the units in which 
the Thayer veterans served for which we have to date 
no information. 
 
 

Civil War Story 
By H. Jerry Thayer, TFA Assistant Genealogist 

 

In searching for Civil War Veterans of Gettysburg, I 
have found a number of interesting stories.  One of 
these came from the book The Second Vermont 
Infantry Regiment 1861-1865 by Paul G. Zeller (2002).  
The Second Vermont was one of the first Regiments 
organized from Vermont.  It consisted of ten 
companies recruited from nine different counties in 
Vermont, but there was no real constancy of 
members of any of the companies as to locations of 
their homes.  But I am getting ahead of the story.   
 
The story reported in the Zeller book was that a John 
C. Thayer, who was a student at the Fairfax 
Theological Seminary in at Fairfax, Franklin County, 
VT, was “overcome with desire to serve” and dropped 
out of school to join the Second Vermont Infantry 
Regiment.  This had to be in the spring of 1861 since 
the Regiment pulled the ten companies together at 
Burlington VT in May 1861 and the official muster was 
on 20 June 1861.  On the 24th of June they left for 
Washington DC to assist in the protection of the 
capitol.  Anyway, John C. Thayer was rejected as a 
recruit “because of a stiff wrist.”  This apparently did 
not deter John C. Thayer because he “accompanied 
the Regiment as a cook in Co. H.”   
 
The Second Regiment soon went into its first major 
Battle as it was ordered into Virginia on the 10th of 
July and on the 16th of July entered the campaign for 
the first battle of Bull Run.  The Union leaders were 
extremely confident of victory since they had 
established the largest single Army to fight on 
American soil.  Company H of the Second Vermont 
Regiment was a part of this Army.  The first morning 
of the battle, as Company H marched ahead, John C. 
Thayer along with the rest of the Company support 
was left in the camp at Centreville, Virginia.  Hearing 
the sounds of the battle from the rear, John C. Thayer 

headed for the front lines to join the Company in the 
action.  At the time he apparently did not know that 
the battle was going very badly for the Union and the 
under manned Confederates were routing the Union 
troops who by then were in full retreat.  
 
Along the way to the battle John “picked up a rifle 
from a wounded soldier.”  He soon found himself in 
the midst of a confused and hasty retreat back toward 
Washington.  Elements of the 30th Virginia Cavalry 
were running ahead of the Confederates overtaking 
Union units.  According to the story, an officer of the 
30th Virginia Cavalry demanded that John Thayer 
surrender whereby John Thayer used his borrowed 
rife and shot the officer from his horse killing him.  If 
that was not enough he then “stripped the dead man 
of his sword, sash and field glass, then escaped 
unscathed except for four bullet holes in his coat and 
one in his cap.”  I think by then, John C. Thayer must 
have had enough of war as the story relates that he 
“returned to Vermont soon after taking his trophies 
with him.”  He apparently hung on to his trophies but 
“his coat was later presented to Vermont’s Senator 
Foote as a battle trophy.”  The story also says that the 
Commander of the 30th Virginia Cavalry who led the 
pursuit of the fleeing Union troops identified 
Lieutenant B. L. Bowles of his command as being 
separated from his troop and being killed.  That may 
have been the officer that John Thayer killed. 

 
I found the Second Vermont Infantry Regiment online 
at the site, “Vermont in the Civil War” at 
http://vermontcivilwar.org/index.php and sure 
enough John C. Thayer was listed as rejected but a 
cook for Company H of the Second Regt.  However I 
was stymied by the fact that all the others on the 
roster were listed by locale and age but not our John.  
Since he was not a soldier there would be no pension, 
no GAR membership, and no Civil War service notice 
on his tombstone. There are a number of John 
Thayers in Vermont in 1860, so I am at a loss at 
present to identify this Thayer in any of our lines.   
 
It is however an interesting story and another 
example of a Thayer who wished to serve.   
 
Author’s note:  If John Thayer had been a soldier in 
my command, I would have punished him severely for 

http://vermontcivilwar.org/index.php
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looting a dead officer.  That action is not a soldier’s 
respect for another soldier who felt strong enough to 
serve for his homeland. 
 
 

GETTING THE KIDS MARRIED 

By Judy Young-Thayer 

 

In doing family research, one of the problems 
encountered is what I call, “getting the kids married.”   
Often documentation can be lacking, but family 
records may clearly indicate that marriages took 
place.  Being able to reconcile the “where” and “how” 
when other records clearly show that families were 
living in widely separated places. 
 
During research, great amounts of diverse 
information are gathered in hopes of eventually 
documenting the “who, where, when and why” of a 
family’s history.  Often, this collection of notes, 
reference citation, Xeroxed pages of histories, 
records, diaries and letters, and seemingly countless 
bits and pieces, such as notes on the odd paper 
napkin, torn edge of newspaper, brown paper bag, or 
on the back of a check, appear meaningless.  The 
more the researcher fumbles in the morass of 
minutia, the greater the problem seems, and the 
dimmer the prospects of creating any order or solving 
any research problems appear. 
 
Over many years, I had accumulated such a welter of 
confusion relating, mainly, to one family group.  I 
knew where, through time, they had “got to,” but I 
didn’t know from where.  I had a series of file folders 
jammed with an unwieldy assortment of data, with 
which I had struggled dozens of times.  I had 
relegated the perplexing plethora back to its limbo in 
my files.  Ultimately, I decided that I could no longer 
procrastinate, that I would have to tackle the 
problems so as to make further progress in 
researching those families.  But, where to start and 
how to begin was the puzzle. 
 
One gloomy, rainy winter’s day, an idea occurred to 
me that provided an exciting adventure, as well as 
ultimately an invaluable research tool.  The method 
was derived from a combination of statistician’s 

measurements, such as spatial analysis, geographic 
analysis, “nearest neighbor” analysis, and others.  
Later, I came to call the method “Getting the Kids 
Married,” after learning that trying to explain the 
technicalities of my system was too difficult.  I have 
had many successes using this tool and have helped 
many others with similar research problems by 
applying the same method. 
 
Insofar as my problems have concerned several 
generations and many area of the United States and 
Canada, I have ordered my materials in as systematic 
manner as possible.  I arranged the data broadly in 
family groupings and in chronological order, from 
most recent to earliest.  Another researcher may 
choose to deal with his materials differently, but I do 
suggest some coherent method.  Of course, there is 
the most likely - that is, to start with the first item in 
the top folder and work through to the last item in the 
bottom folder!   
 
Necessary supplies are few, but include a large map or 
atlas.  I suggest the Rand McNally Road Atlas of the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico (I usually wear out 
several a year!), a yellow highlights (felt tip marker), a 
red pen, and, if available and relevant, a series of 
indices to the U.S. Censuses - 1790, 1900, 1810, 1840, 
and 1850. 
 
The first step is to examine carefully the first item of 
information in the file folder; secondly, note names of 
people and places, and thirdly, underline them with 
the red pen.  It might be useful to make appropriate 
notes in the margin for future use.  Using the atlas 
and finding the appropriate map, the fourth step is to 
highlight the place names(s) and underline it/them in 
red. 
 
This procedure is followed, step by step, with each 
item or page throughout the extents of the files of 
information.  If the times frames are carried the 
periods of the O.S. Censuses, the same procedure can 
be followed using the data derived from the indices.  
Notes about that information, or abstracts, should be 
included in the file to indicate the source, if ever the 
citation or references would be desired.  Integrating 
all the information into the body of data in a 
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chronological manner is very helpful in the final 
analysis and summary of the project. 
 
The final step is to observe any patterning that has 
developed on the map(s) form the highlighting of 
place names.  Often this “pattern” will illuminate ad 
help solve a particular research problem. 
 
In several of my studies, these patterns clearly 
demonstrated (like broad yellow arrows painting the 
way) the places of origins of my earlier families.  
Armed with clues developed by these spatial and 
geographic analyses, I was able to successfully 
request records of marriages, births, baptisms, 
deaths, and other information from those locales and 
continue, along my research path, “Getting the Kids 
Married.”  
 

You MUST tell us, please 
By Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chair 

 
The Thayer Families Association (TFA) currently has 
324 members, and there are 53 family memberships 
included in that total.  TFA is represented in 47 States, 
and three countries outside the United States.   
TFA is currently mailing the Paper Quarterly 
Newsletter (PTQ) to 188 addresses, and also sending 
the Electronic Quarterly Newsletter (ETQ) to 129 
email addresses.  In addition to its members, TFA also 
sends the Quarterly Newsletter to nine genealogical 
societies, per their request.  
 
If you're keen on checking arithmetic, keep in mind 
that usually only one copy of the ETQ or PTQ will go 
to one family membership address.  Some members 
prefer to receive both, and we're happy to do that. 
 
The Thayer Families Association wants to get its 
quarterly newsletter to every eligible member or 
person; however there are three areas of mailing 
difficulty.  
 
First, TFA uses the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) bulk mailing to send the PTQ.  This means 
that if the USPS has any difficulty delivering the PTQ 
to its intended address, the PTQ is not forwarded, nor 
is TFA informed by the USPS.  The Newsletter just 
goes into the USPS dumpster, and TFA is then left in 

the dark.  If you're going to move, you MUST inform 
us. 
 
Second, and this involves specifically snowbirds, you 
need to inform TFA of new addresses and the exact 
dates of change each time you begin your migration.  
We need to coordinate our mailing list to arrive at 
your correct address when you will be there.  If we 
know ahead of time we can make sure that the 
address sent to the ETQ or PTQ mailer will match 
with when you will be there, and this also includes 
those members who use a different email address 
when spending the season.  If we don't know, we're 
shooting in the dark.  If you're going to spend the 
winter in one place, and the summer in another, you 
MUST inform us as to exactly which address to use 
for newsletter mailing. 
 
The third area of difficulty is that those members 
requesting the Electronic Edition of the Quarterly 
newsletter often change their email address without 
informing TFA.  This situation results in a "bounce."  
At that point TFA is aware that there is a problem but 
no resolution of the bounce is offered by the email 
server.  You MUST inform us if your email addresses 
changes. 
 
If you're reading the paper Newsletter, chances are 
great that we have your USPS address correctly 
entered in our mailing list, and you will continue to 
receive it.  If you EXPECTED the electronic edition 
and didn't receive it, chances are that TFA is 
experiencing difficulty with your email address.  Any 
ETQ bounces that we experience, and that we can’t 
resolve, moves your membership to the PTQ mailing 
list. 
 
Feel free to contact me at ThayerATM@aol.com with 
any questions, or in writing at:  Thayer Families 
Association, 20 South Main Street, Box 313, Randolph 
MA 02368-4821. 
  
I would really like for everyone to receive the 
newsletter in the format which they prefer. 
 
One final word... TFA will NEVER sell, or give to 
anyone, its mailing list of addresses or email 
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addresses.  This policy has been in effect since 1993, 
and will remain in effect permanently.  
  
Thank you for your Membership. 
 

 

CALLING ALL THAYERS 

THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION MEETING  
11 AND 12 JUNE 2010 

GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
By Judy Young-Thayer 

 
 
The 2010 biennial meeting of the Thayer Families 
Association will be held on Friday and Saturday, 11 
and 12 June, 2010.  The meeting schedule and events 
are being planned and will be announced shortly.  
 
The venue for the meeting will be at the Days Inn, 865 
York Road, Gettysburg, PA.  Days Inn web site is: 
www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239.  Ph: 717-334-
0300.   
 
Arrangements have been made for a Thayer Family 
Association block of rooms.  Presently, there are 30 
rooms (including 2 smoking rooms) in the block, 
which can be reserved at any time until 18 May 2010.  
There are also handicap equipped rooms.  The rate is 
$89.00 (plus 6% PA occupancy and 3% County tax) 
per room - Queen (1-4) or King.  Days Inn has agreed 
to extend the TFA rate from 9 June through 15 June 
for those who would like to come early, and stay after 
the meeting.  If enough reservations are made early, 
Days Inn will open up additional rooms at the TFA 
rate. 
 
I was reminded by the Days Inn representative that 
anyone who participates in the Wyndham Rewards 
program will have their Days Inn stay credited to their 
account. 
 
Days Inn is providing meeting rooms - gratis - for 
TFA’s meetings.  Presently, plans are being made to 
have a delicatessen buffet luncheon, and a buffet 
(chicken and beef entrees) dinner.  More information 
will be made available as details are worked out. 
 
There is plenty of parking at the Days Inn.  

Additionally, there is Perkins Restaurant adjacent to 
the Days Inn, and a Tourist Trolley runs on a regular 
schedule from the Days Inn into Gettysburg and to 
the Battle Field. 
 
Plans are being made for a TFA members only, first 
come, first serve Gettysburg Battlefield Bus tour.  
Reservations may be made immediately.  At the 
moment, a 45 passenger bus will be reserved, but if 
there is further interest in a tour, an additional bus 
can be reserved.  The regular rate for the tour is 
$27.95 (adult 13 and over) and $16.75 (children - 6 - 12)  
 
Questions: I’ll try to answer them.  Email me at: 
jlythayer@aol.com or call me at: 757-851-5139 
 
Useful information:  
 
Gettysburg Travel Bureau:  www.gettysburg.travel  
 
 Request a Visitors Guide, which is loaded with all 
kinds of important information. 
 
The National Park Service web site:  
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/feesandreserv
ations.htm  for much more information about 
Gettysburg. 
   
There is a downloadable map and guide at 
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/upload/GETT
%20brochure.pdf 
 

ANOTHER TOURING OPTION 
Segway Tours: 
 www.SegTours.com (route map, photos, press reviews, 
and other info)               ph: 717-258-7987 
 
Groups can be planned for 8 to 10 people. 
 Cost: $65.00 for guided tour of the Gettysburg 
Battlefields (licensed guide) 
     length: 2 1/2 hours 
     free safety training and helmets provided 
     tours include refreshments and restroom breaks 
     reservations strongly recommended 
NOTE: The information for Segway tours is provided for 
individuals that might be interested in an ADDITIONAL 
tour of the Battlefield, it is NOT sponsored by TFA. All 
arrangements are the responsibility of the individual. 
 

http://www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239
mailto:jlythayer@aol.com
http://www.gettysburg.travel/
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/upload/GETT%20brochure.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/upload/GETT%20brochure.pdf
http://www.segtours.com/
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HISTORIAN’S REPORT 
By Tricia Muno, TFA Genealogist  

 
Gerlinger Award Honors the Thayer Family 

A new award from Boys & Girls Aid recognizes families 
who demonstrate a spirit of philanthropy 

 
Portland, OR – July 21, 2009 – The Boys& Girls Aid 2009 
annual meeting included an awards ceremony to 
recognize the family of General James B. Thayer for their 
many years of philanthropic achievements.  The award is 
named after Irene H. Gerlinger, whose own family 
includes local philanthropists Bill and Ann Swindells. 
The ceremony was held on June 9th at The Nines.  Boy & 
Girls Aid board members and executive staff highlighted 
the continuing impact the Thayer family makes in the 
Portland community, especially when it comes to helping 
children.  Master of ceremonies and Boys & Girls Aid 
board member Evan Connell highlighted a number of 
accomplishments including the general’s decorated 
military history in the Oregon Army National Guard and 
his seminal political role as Chairman of Colleges for the 
Republican Party during the 1948 Presidential election.  
 
Both General Thayer and his wife Pat modeled the spirit 
of philanthropy for their children – Pat through 
volunteer work at the Tucker Maxim Oral School for deaf 
children and with the Oregon School of Arts & Crafts 
where she is responsible for setting up the library. 
 
Speakers went on to recognize the impressive 
community involvement of the Thayer children – who 
have worked with a number of organizations including 
Boys & Girls Aid, the University of Oregon Natural 
History Museum, Pacific University, and OCATE. 
 
Boys & Girls Aid is a local child welfare non-profit 
founded in 1885.  They offer programs for children and 
youth including: adoption, shelter services, and 
mentoring.  Boys & Girls Aid launched the Gerlinger 
Award to recognize donors in the community whose 
giving extends through generations of family.  The 
Thayers, two of whom serve of the Boys & Girls Aid 
Board of Directors, were an obvious choice as the first 
recipients of this award.  Boys & Girls Aid Executive 
Director Mike Balter said, “The Thayer family, much like 
the Gerlinger family is not a household name, but their 
work, much like the Gerlinger family, is leaving a legacy 
for Oregon’s children.” 

 
For more information, please visit 
www.boysandgirlsaid.org. 

 

Pacific University Awards General James 

B. Thayer with Honorary Doctorate at 

May Commencement  
 

(Forest Grove, Ore.)  Pacific University’s Commencement 
saw the honoring of General James B. Thayer with 
Doctorate of Humane Letters, Honorus Causa.  General 
Thayer was given the honorary degree by Pacific 
President Dr. Phillip Creighton over Memorial Day 
Weekend. 
 
During the ceremony, General Thayer was honored as a 
respected Oregonian with an impressive list of 
accomplishments.  Among General Thayer’s accolades—
highlighted by master of ceremonies Dr. John S. Miller, 
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs—were 
Thayer’s military and business accomplishments 
including past president of the J. Thayer Company, the 
Oregon Historical Society, the Port of Portland 
Commission, and Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce 
and chairman for Tuality Healthcare and Tuality 
Community Hospital in Hillsboro, the Governor’s Lower 
Columbia River Task Force, and Columbia River 
Bicentennial Commission and boards for Reed College, 
the World Affairs Council, the Oregon Heritage 
Education Park, and the Beaverton Library. 
 
In the ceremony, Dr. Miller said, “To read General 
Thayer’s biography is to see the possible reach of one 
person’s dedication to a life of service, for his family, his 
community, and his country.  General Thayer’s steadfast 
dedication to—and unyielding success in—the service of 
those around him parallels the most valuable tenet of 
the spirit of this University.  It is in the name of that 
unending passion to make those around him better that 
we thank him and are proud to honor him today with 
this honorary degree.” 
 

Jim, in behalf of the entire Thayer family, we greatly 
appreciate all your meritorious contributions to society 
and for exemplifying the very best of Thayer qualities 
which have been a cornerstone of our families strength 
from the earliest of times.  
As each new challenge that has confronted the Thayer 
Families Association and the author’s “Comprehensive” 
histories you have stepped forward to meet the 

http://www.boysandgirlsaid.org/
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challenge and seek resolutions.  For this, we members 
of the Thayer Family Association, Author Patricia 
Thayer Muno and Editor Don Muno are eternally 
grateful. The entire Thayer family is fortunate to benefit 
from your foresight and determination, and we thank 
you for your vision and steadfastness. 
---Tricia Muno 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
It has come to my attention that some of the 
information from the ThayerFamilies.com web site 
listing of the First Five Generations of Descendants 
of the Immigrant Richard Thayer was missing.  In 
order to save space, the abbreviated list was originally 
posted on the site showing only the male progenitors 
in the first five generations.  Somehow some of this 
information has inadvertently been lost.   
For clarity the entire listing of Richard Thayer’s 
descendant in these first five generations has now 
been included and can be viewed at 
ThayerFamilies.com.  Check it out! 

 
Volume IV Error Correction. 

Please note the following necessary revision on 
pages 30-33.  This volume was erroneously published 
with Henry S. Thayer (and successive descendants) 
appearing as the third son of Charles8 (Josiah7-6-5, 
Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1) THAYER and Ellen B. 

SOUTHWORTH.  Henry S. Thayer’s corrected lineage 
is:  Henry S.8, Spencer7-6, Christopher5, Philip4, 
Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) THAYER.  This 
corrected information will appear in the future 
Volume IX of the Comprehensive series.   
 
The corrected information for the 3rd son of Charles 
THAYER and Ellen B. SOUTHWICK follows: 
 

2784. Henry W. THAYER   was born 10 May 1858 of 

Hudson, Saint Croix, WI. He was the son of Charles 

THAYER  and Ellen B. SOUTHWORTH . He married 

Elsie D. ___________  about 1888 in PA. She was born 

Jul 1866 in NY. 

   

They had 2 known children: 
 2785. i.Harry C. THAYER , born Apr 1890 in 

PA.  
 2786. ii.Helen THAYER , born Aug 1893 in 

PA. She married ________ 
FRAZIER  before 1920 of 
Bloomfield, Essex, NJ.    

NOTES for Henry:  
CENSUS: 1880 Jordan, Scott, MN census, "H.W., age 
21." Henry and brother, Marcus, are living in the 
household of 67 year old Persilly BEER. CENSUS: 
1900 Neptune Twp., Monmouth, NJ, "Doctor, born 
May 1862." CENSUS: 1910 Netcong, Morris, NJ, "age 
50."CENSUS: 1920 Bloomfield, Essex, New Jersey 
census soundex, "Henry N., age 60." In that record, 
daughter Helen Frazier lives with the couple. 
CENSUS: 1930 Bloomfield, Essex, New Jersey census, 
"Henry W.; age 70." 
 

A Thayer Reunion 
By Lonna Lee 

 

On August 2, 2009 at Emerson Park, Auburn, New York 
three generations of Thayers gathered together for their 
first reunion.  It was a rainy morning, but cleared and 
was sunny by noon for all to enjoy.   Family history books 
were brought with newspaper clippings from an online 
source, family and census info and a poem “Dear 
Ancestor”.  Many were amazed at the info that was in 
these books. 
     
The group consisted of descendants of Sylvester Thayer 

James Burdett Thayer with Patricia at his home in 
Lake Oswego, OR, July 2009.  A few of Jim’s honors 
are shown on his office wall, including the TFA 
Founders Award near Patricia’s right elbow. 
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and Betsy Thayer Whitman, two of the five children of 
Stephen7 (Jonathan6, Oliver5, Oliver4, William3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1) and Almira Hodges Thayer.  The 
majority of us were descendants of Frank (Sylvester’s 
son) and Hattie Branch Thayer. 
    
In 2007, six of us met for the first time at Genoa Rural 
Cemetery, Genoa, New York where Stephen and Hattie 
are buried and plans were made to get our extended 
families together.   
   
I have to thank Jerry Thayer and the Thayer Families 
Association for all of the assistance with helping me with 
information about my ancestors.  Without this 
information this reunion would not have happened.  
  
The organizer of the reunion was Lonna Lee (Stickles) 
Jesse daughter of Rena Mae11 Thayer (LaverneNoyes10, 
Frank Henry9, Sylvester8, Stephen7, Jonathan6, Oliver5, 
Oliver4, William3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) and Gerald 
William Stickles. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dolores is the Great Great Granddaughter of Betsey 
Thayer and Grant Abrams is Dolores's son/Diane Smith is 
her daughter 
Lawrence is the son of LaVerne Thayer and Larry is 
Lawrence's son 
Dorothy Lewis is the daughter of Carl Thayer (LaVerne 
Noyes Thayer’s brother) 
Margaret Thayer is the wife of Claude Thayer and Linda 
is their daughter (son of Edwin B. Thayer & grandson of 
Frank Henry Thayer) 
Karen & Freda are the daughters of Theodore Thayer 
(Son of LaVerne Noyes Thayer) and Kurt is Karen's son 
Bernard Taft is Geraldine Thayer Taft (LaVerne Thayer’s 
daughter) son and Andreonnat & Brittanie is Bernard's 
Granddaughters 
Philip Thayer, Ellen Marshall and Leah Thayer are the 
children of Gordon Thayer (Son of Edwin B. Thayer) 
David Thayer is the son of Harold Thayer (Son of Edwin 
B. Thayer) 
And Linda Gruber and Lonna are the daughters of 
RenaMae Thayer Stickles. 
 
Another reunion is planned for next year.   We welcome 
anyone who is a part of this family to attend. 
For further information please contact Lonna Lee at: 
lala2j@verizon.net 

 

FROM PATRICIA’S MAILBAG 
 

The following article was researched and written by 
Martha Thayer Evans and sent to me 27 July 2009. –
Patricia Muno 
 

MERCY ATWELL THAYER 
 

What does a 7 month pregnant pioneer woman of 
1807 do when she learns her husband has drowned?  

She is now alone with a two year daughter in the cold 
of December. The date was Christmas Day 1807 and 
she was living on the western frontier of Chautauqua 
County, NY. Mercy was 23 years old. 
 
According to the First Presbyterian Church records, 
she married Joseph (Joseph5, Oliver4, William3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1) THAYER in Aurelius, Cayuga 
County, NY on August 11, 1803. She was 19, he was 
23.  In 1806 they had a daughter named Eliza who at 
age 16 married Michael Wood in Union County, Ohio. 
 

The reunion picture identification provided by 
Lonna is as follows: 
Front row on picnic table bench (l to r):  Dolores 
Brown, Emmagene & Lawrence Thayer, Dorothy 
Lewis, Margaret Thayer and Mary Ann Thayer; 
Linda Gruber and son Michael Gruber (in 
wheelchair) 
Standing (l to r):  Tom Jesse, Bob & Diane Smith, 
Grant Abrams & wife Bonnie in front, Karen 
Thayer, unknown not family boy, Karen's son Kurt 
VanValkenberg, to right of Kurt is Bernard Taft & 
wife Georgette with Granddaughters Andreonnat 
and Brittanie Taft, Georgi and Philip Thayer, Ellen 
Thayer Marshall and Linda Thayer behind her, John 
Lucas and wife Leah Thayer Lucas in front of 
him. Larry Thayer, David Thayer, and his wife Jean 
are in front.  Lonna Lee (Stickles) Jesse is at the 
end with Freda Thayer Santelli just behind. 
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On December 11, 1805 Joseph purchased land in 
Chautauqua County, NY from the Holland Land Co. 
He bought lot #15 in township 3, range 13. This 
information found in Western N.Y. Land Transactions, 
1804 - 1824 by Karen Livsey. According to an 
authority on the Holland Land Co., Joseph's name was 
not listed in the company's records after his purchase. 
This meant he either paid for his land or was not 
delinquent in making payments. Also he must have 
been making improvements on the land such as 
clearing, building a house and farming. 
 
I can imagine them living in a one room log cabin, 
perhaps with Joseph's Sackett relatives nearby. Both 
families left Orange County, VT around 1800 and 
settled in Aurelius for a few years before moving 
westward to Chautauqua County. Joseph's mother 
was Abigail Sackett a member of an early Connecticut 
family. 
 
On February 14, 1808, two months after Joseph's 
tragic death, Mercy gave birth to a baby boy and of 
course named him Joseph. I am directly related to this 
Joseph. He became my great great grandfather. How 
will his young widowed mother provide for him? 
 
Her only hope is to find another husband. Will he just 
be a meal ticket, will she just be his servant and maid?  
Does he just want the land she inherited from her 
dead husband? Will he be a good stepfather for the 
two young children? We can only speculate. 
 
Mercy Atwell Thayer married Robert Dodge. How do I 
know this?  It took a little bit of luck, and what I call a 
ghost or angel from the past helping me. I was never 
able to find any court records probably because they 
were destroyed by fire as were so many early 
Chautauqua County records. One day while 
researching in Delaware County, Ohio, I found Eliza 
Thayer listed in the index of Beers History of Union 
County.  I couldn't turn the pages fast enough, the 
adrenalin was running. 
 
On page 303 under Miscellaneous: “Among the 
papers belonging to Richard Gabriel, who was county 
clerk in 1822, were found old documents of which the 
following are copies: 
 

To the Clerk of Union County, State of Ohio: 
 
Sir, Please to accommodate the bearer, Michael S. 
Wood, with license to marry with our daughter, Eliza 
Thayer. As we believe all parties are agreed to the 
match, we send you these lines. So doing, you will 
oblige, yours, etc., etc. 
 
Uriah Wood, Robert Dodge 
Dimes Wood, Mercy Dodge  
Darby Township, July the 12th 1822.” 
 
Eliza and Michael were married on July 15, 1822. Eliza 
was 16 years old, a very young bride!  I found a copy of 
their marriage license at the Union County, Ohio 
courthouse. I also have a certificate of their marriage 
which I found in a dusty old box in the basement of 
the Union County courthouse, Marysville, Ohio. 
 
In History of Crawford County (Crawford County, PA) 
on page 818 there is a biography of George Upham 
stating that he “married Lydia, daughter of Robert and 
Mercy (Atwell) Dodge.”  I could no longer have any 
doubt about who my great great great grandmother 
married. 
 
Michael and Eliza Thayer Wood were farmers and 
remained in Union County Ohio. They are both buried 
in Amerine Cemetery, Marysville Ohio. Their children 
include: Alpheus, m. Francis Staley); Joseph E., m. 
Ruth Bowyer; Demmis D., m. Oliver Cowdey; Clarinda 
A., m. Smith J. Alexander; Thaddeus, m. Mercy Reed; 
Michael P., married Mary Farra; Emily m. William 
Stillings; Ira (no marriage found); and Lebbeus, m. 
Minerva Snodgrass. I found information about this 
family in the biographical sketch of William Stillings; 
Memorial and Biographical Record of Delaware, Union, 
and Morrow Counties, Ohio, page 251. Eliza's daughter 
was married to William Stillings. 
 
Mercy Atwell Thayer and Robert Dodge were the 
parents of Clarinda (not married); Ruth Cline, m. 
Orestus Beech or Beach; John Elliott, m., 1st Eleanor 
Skelton and 2nd Sarah Osgood; Lydia, m. George 
Upham; and Mary E., m. Ephram Rockwell. Much of 
my information about this family came from Beers 
History of Crawford County 1885 Pennsylvania, 
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Missouri death records and obituaries of Calvin W. 
Beach and John E. Dodge. 
 
In John's obituary it is stated that his father “died 
when he was six years of age, leaving him the only son 
with five sisters and mother to take up the battle of 
life.”  The obit stated that he was born in Marysville, 
Ohio in 1819. If his father died six years later, my math 
tells me that would be 1825.  Therefore I am assuming 
that Robert Dodge died in 1825. Using 
information I have from U.S. census, obituaries 
and biographical sketches, Mercy's dependent 
children in 1825 ranged in age from 14 to 2. Poor 
Mercy, once again widowed with young children to 
support and raise.   
 
It is my belief that Mercy next married Solomon Baker 
but as of this time I have no proof.  There is a Mercy 
Baker buried in North Richmond Cemetery, Crawford 
County, PA. (She is the only Baker in the cemetery). 
The large headstone reads 
 

Mercy 
Wife of 

Solomon Baker 
d i e d  

Jan.31, 1852 
A g e d  

70 yrs. 10 mo.4 da. 
 

Next to Mercy Baker's grave site there are markers for 
Clarinda A. Dodge, Ella Isabel Dodge (daughter of 
John and Eleanor Skelton Dodge), Eleanor Dodge 
(John's first wife) and John E. Dodge. John's 
headstone lists the names of both his first and second 
wife. 
 
Is this just a coincidence or is Mercy Baker the mother 
of these Dodge children?  I have yet to find any record 
of Mercy and Solomon Baker. There are still land and 
tax records of Crawford County, PA to be researched. 
 
How did Mercy Atwell get from New York State to 
Ohio, to Pennsylvania? She was a traveling woman 
and those were days of no cars, trains or planes!   
 

We know that Mercy Atwell married Joseph Thayer at 
Aurelius, NY in 1803 and that Joseph bought land in 
Chautauqua County NY from the Holland Land Co. 
 
In 1805, family records note Joseph's drowning in 
1807. In the 1810 U.S. census there is a Robert E. 
Dodge living in Niagara Twp. Chautauqua Co. NY with 
1 male under 10 yrs of age (could be the baby Joseph 
Thayer), 1 female under 10 (could be Eliza Thayer), 1 
female age 26/44 (could be Mercy) and 1 male 26/44 
(probably Robert). In 1815 Ruth Dodge was born in 
Hamilton County, Ohio. In 1819 John E. Dodge was 
born in Marysville, Union County Ohio. In December 
1823 the youngest Dodge child was born in 
Pennsylvania. Mercy did some traveling. Were her 
husbands always looking for land? 
 
Who was the Joseph Thayer born to Mercy two 
months after the drowning of her first husband? He 
was my great great grandfather and he married 
Clarissa Swifts in Fredonia, Chautauqua Co. NY on 
June 1, 1831. Clarissa was the daughter of Josiah Swift 
who later was a farmer in Crawford County PA. 
 
Joseph and Clarissa lived in Crawford County PA, very 
near other Swift family members. They were the 
parents of Esther Mercy, m. William Stager; Joseph 
A., m. Louise Smith; Josiah, m. a Miss Fortune; 
Clarinda A., m. 1st Stanford Bradford, and 2nd John A. 
Orr; Nathan S., m. 1st Martha McCurdy and 2nd  
Bridget (“Etta”) Arthur; Mary E., m. John Baumbach; 
and John Nelson, m. Mary Ann Dilley. John Nelson 
and Mary Ann Thayer are my great grandparents. 
 
Now, for the most interesting tidbit of all.  From Mary 
Baumbach's family notebook: “Your grandmother 
was a Baker by name.” Mary Baumbach, the sixth 
child of Joseph and Clarissa Thayer was the 
granddaughter of Mercy Atwell Thayer. 
 
I have made what I believe to be logical assumptions 
in this story. I welcome other researchers to prove or 
disprove my facts. I wish you lots of luck and I hope 
you get a charge of adrenalin with every “find.”  May 
the little genealogy ghosts and angels help you along 
your way. 
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Martha Thayer Evans, written in 2004 and revised in 
2009.  States Martha:  “I want to assure you that the 
information I have on Mercy Atwell is all original 
research done by me.  My cousin Doug Thayer has 
verified much of it—retraced my footsteps, making 
sure I have it right and unearthing  some other cousins 
and cemetery information… It’s been fun but lots of 
work.  (NOTE:  Martha has some research tips for this 
line and interested individuals may contact Martha at 
davemartyevans@comcast.net.) 
 
From Martha Thayer Evans in mailing of 27 Jul 2009: 
 

States Martha:  “Here’s a sad, wild story for you...  
Josiah was the son of Joseph7 (Joseph6-5, Oliver4, 
William3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) THAYER and Clarissa 
SWIFT of Crawford Co., PA. 
 
I’m hoping there is more to this story.  I’ve written to 
the library in Council Grove, KS and asked them to 
check future newspapers for follow up.  They were 
very kind to research and send me the copy I’ve 
enclosed.  I copied/deciphered the article 147 years 
after it was printed on 23 Jul 1860”!!   
Sincerely,  
Martha Thayer Evans. 
  

HORRIBLE TRAGEDY 
Council Grove Press 

23 July 1860 
 
Last Wednesday evening our citizens were thrown 
into a state of great excitement by the report that 
Josiah Thayer, alias “Cye Smith” of this place, had 
shot his wife. With others we hastened to the house 
of Esquire Mansfield where Mrs. Thayer was stopping 
and found the report but too true. 
Mrs. Thayer was lying on the floor with a pistol shot 
wound near the right temple, the ball having passed 
downward and lodged over the cheek bone with 
considerable bleeding at the nose and mouth. She is 
under the care of Dr. Woodworth, of this place, and it 
is thought with proper treatment will recover. 
Mrs. Thayer (formerly Miss Fortune) came to this 
place about a year since with the family of Esquire 
Mansfield and about a month after was married to 
Thayer. Their married life had not been of the most 
enviable, and on the morning of the tragedy she left 

him and returned to Mansfield’s.  Just at night she, 
with a little daughter of Mansfield, walked into town, 
a distance of a mile, done a little shopping and started 
to return. About halfway home they were met by 
Thayer, who accosted his wife, said he was going to 
leave; that he wanted to part friends as they should 
never see each other again; begged a parting kiss; put 
his hand upon her shoulder and instead of the kiss, 
with the other discharged a revolver as above, her 
face being badly burned with powder.  How she 
escaped instant death is a mystery to air. 
Thayer immediately fled.  Sheriff Collier, and deputy 
sheriff Stewart, with a large number of citizens gave 
pursuit.  Stewart came in sight of him and at one time 
came near arresting him; shots were exchanged, but 
owing to the darkness he succeeded in gaining the 
timber. Watches were put out and runners sent in all 
directions. Sheriff Collier immediately issued a 
handbill offering fifty dollars reward for his 
apprehension and delivery. 
This morning (Thursday) citizens are scouring the 
country in all directions. It will be almost a miracle if 
he escapes. Thayer, alias “Smith” is about five feet 
ten inches high, had dark brown hair a little curly, a 
vicious black eye beard on his chin, somewhat dark 
complexion but rather pale; had on when he left a 
linen coat with a large grease spot on the back, grey 
shirt with a red ____ (unable to read the faint print), 
brown pants with a cord on the legs and a blue grey 
wool hat.  We hope every good citizen of Kansas will 
lend us their aid in bringing this fellow to justice. 
 

Interesting Thayer Connection 
 

Sometimes, the Turner Classic Movies channel will 
play some wonderful old movies.  I am not sure if this 
one is available on DVD, but if you get the chance to 
view the 1942 movie “A Yank At Eton” with Mickey 
Rooney, you can get a glimpse of his lovely romance 
interest, Tina Thayer.   
 
The movie is about an American playboy (Rooney) 
who is sent to a British boarding school to learn 
discipline. 
 
TFA member Harvey Lew Thayer of Inver Grove, MN 
wrote and sent a photocopy of a permanent wave ad 
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(complete home kit 59cents!) appearing in a 1943 
“True Confessions” magazine that contained Tina’s 
photo.  States Harvey:  “Mickey Rooney was known 
for having several marriages.  I wondered if Tina was 
one of them.”  Actually, Mickey was married eight 
times, but Tina Thayer was never one of them.   Does 
anyone know ANYTHING about her?  You can view 
the original movie trailer for A Yank At Eton at the 
following website: 
 
http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/title.jsp?stid=1853&cont
entTypeId=130&category=trailer 

 
Tina Thayer, Mickey Rooney’s loveable new screen 
star sweetheart in M.G.M.’s A Yank At Eton” is 
pictured above with her lustrous Charm-Kurl 
Permanent Wave.” 
 
Here’s hoping everyone is looking forward to a 
productive autumn. --Patricia 
 

JOEL THAYER 
By H. Jerry Thayer, Assistant TFA Genealogist 

 

Lately I reviewed the Pension record of Joel Thayer 
who served for three years in the Revolutionary War.  
Joel was born about August of 1760 the son of  
Samuel4 Thayer (Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) & 
Sarah Merrick.  His birth was not recorded but his 

baptism in the second church of Mendon (Milford) 
was recorded as “son of Ensign Samuel & Sarah 
baptized November 16, 1760.  Joel married Susanna 
Cheney on 15 April 1784 in Milford, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts [Milford published vital records].  
Susanna was born 5 Dec 1761 in Mendon, Worcester 
County ,Massachusetts, daughter of Wales Cheney & 
Sarah Whitney [Mendon published vital records].  The 
couple moved shortly after their marriage to the 
Town of Orange then in Hampshire County, 
Massachusetts where their first child Savel Thayer 
was born in October 1784. The couple had 8 children. 
Joel Thayer was in the census at the Town of Orange, 
Massachusetts from 1790 through 1830. 

 
Joel was issued his Revolutionary Pension #4926 at 
the rate of 8 dollars per month to commence on 15 
April 1818 on the Massachusetts Roll.  Following his 
death on 5 March 1840 in Summit County, Ohio, his 
wife Susanna was granted a widow’s pension 
#W19448. 

 
Joel made his original deposition on 13 April 1818 as a 
resident of the Town of Orange, Franklin County, 
Massachusetts.  A subsequent deposition on 2 Aug 
1820 was made in Court in Greenfield Massachusetts.  
He said that in May  1775 he had enlisted for a term of 
8 months in the company commanded by Captain 
Samuel Wisman in the Massachusetts Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Joseph N___ (could not make 
out).  He re-enlisted in 1776 for an additional year. In 
1783 he enlisted again for three years in the Company 
of Captain Clayes in the 6th Massachusetts Regiment 
commanded by Colonel Thomas Nixon.  He was 
discharged 9 June 1786.  At this point he was 58 years 
old and his signature was firm and well done:  

 
 
 

In the 1820 deposition he said he was a farmer and 
had problems with his knee and decrepit from age. He 
said he had a wife, 59 years old and “rheumatick, and 
unable to earn anything by labour,” two daughters, 
Betsey a widow aged 29 and poor with two orphan 

Joel Thayer Signature 

http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/title.jsp?stid=1853&contentTypeId=130&category=trailer
http://www.tcm.com/tcmdb/title.jsp?stid=1853&contentTypeId=130&category=trailer
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children age 7 and 3 and Hannah age 17. He said he 
had no means of support but his pension.  His 
inventory was taken in March of 1820 and is included 
in the file. It consisted of mainly household items and 
tools with a total value of $29.58. 
 
Susanna applied for her widow’s pension on 20 Jan 
1841 in the Genesee County, NY Court.  She was then 
a resident of Middlebury, currently Wyoming County, 
NY, and living with her daughter Hannah’s family.  
She testified that she had married Joel Thayer on 15 
Apr 1784 and he died 5 Mar 1840.  The deposition is 
very faint and her signature, although readable is not 
reproducible.  Her deposition was accompanied by a 
sworn statement from the Town clerk of Milford, 
Massachusetts attesting to the marriage.  Her son Asa 
Thayer of Covington, Wyoming County, New York 
swore on 22 Jun 1843 that he was age 49 years, that 
Susanna & Joel Thayer were his parents and that 
Susanna had not married since the death of Joel.  Her 
daughter Melatiah (Thayer) Stow, age 46 of 
Middlebury, Wyoming County, New York made the 
same testimony as her brother. 

 
Sometime after 1830 Joel and Susanna moved from 
Orange, MA to Wyoming County, New York to live 
with their daughter Sarah and her husband Nathan 
Ellis’ family.  Subsequently before Jun 1839 they had 
moved with the son in law to Medina County, Ohio 
and then to Summit County where Joel died on 5 
March 1840 at Copley, Summit County.  He is buried 
in the Montrose Cemetery in Copley.  Susanna then 
went back to Wyoming County, New York and lived 
with her daughter Hannah and her husband Isaac H. 
Gould until her death on 2 Sep 1848. She is buried in 
the Wyoming Village Cemetery. 
 

Another Revolutionary Soldier 
By H. Jerry Thayer, Assistant Genealogist 

 
Bartholomew Thayer was born 15 July 1757 in 
Braintree MA [Braintree Town Records] the son of 
Peter4 Thayer (Ephraim3, Shadrach2,Thomas1) and  
Anna Porter.   Bartholomew served in the 
Revolutionary War and had Pension S40577 
commencing 22 April 1818 at $240 per year and a 
Land Warrant 601-200 for his service which was filed 
18 December 1812.    

 
Bartholomew began his service on 22 February 1777 
as a private in the 1st Company of the 10th Regiment 
of Massachusetts Infantry commanded by Colonel 
Thomas Marshall. This was Continental Line service.  
He continued his service in this unit and in the fall of 
1779 he was brevetted as an Ensign in the same unit 
and in 1780 he was commissioned as a Lieutenant and 
continued to serve until honorably discharged in 1783 
at the end of the war.  He did not have to produce 
evidence as he had done so in 1812 to receive his land 
warrant.  His signature was firm and appeared as an 
educated man. 

 
 
 
As Bartholomew was an officer in the Continental 
Line he did not have a summary of service in his 
pension record but did serve in the 10th Massachusetts 
Regiment. The 10th was organized and staffed during 
the winter of 1776/7, one of 16 additional Regiments 
authorized by the Congress in October 1776.  It drew 
recruits from both Massachusetts and Maine.  
According to its history the Regiment served in the 
Saratoga campaign with honor and was at Valley 
Forge and the battle of Monmouth, New Jersey. After 
Monmouth it spent the remainder of the war in the 
Hudson River highlands participating in the siege of 
British forces in New York.  A portion of the Regiment 
participated in the siege of Yorktown in 1781. 
 
We have no indication of the life of Bartholomew 
Thayer following his discharge in 1783 until on 8 
December 1787 Bartholomew married Rebecca 
Brackett [Braintree Town Records].  Rebecca was 
born 4 March 1764 in Braintree, daughter of James 
Brackett Jr. & Mary Spear.  Rebecca must have died 
very early as on 18 June 1789 Bartholomew married 
Elizabeth Blanchard, daughter of Ephraim Blanchard 
& Polly Hall.  The Braintree Town Records record this 
marriage and the intention states that Bartholomew 
was of Peterborough, NH at that time.  There is some 
speculation that the first marriage did not take place 
but it is in the Town Records.  According to the 1790 

Bartholomew Thayer Signature 
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census Bartholomew Thayer was a resident of 
Peterborough, Hillsborough County, NH and is listed 
there again in 1800. By the 1810 census he is in 
Hancock, Hillsborough County, NH. By 22 April 1818, 
when he is issued his pension, he is in Coshocton 
County, OH. In the 1820 census he is living in 
Tuscarawas Township, Coshocton County, OH.  
 
Bartholomew’s wife Elizabeth died 10 Sep 1825 in 
Keene Township., Coshocton County, OH and is 
buried in the Thayer Cemetery there. Seven months 
later, Bartholomew Thayer died and is buried beside 
his wife in the Thayer Cemetery. 
 
On 5 August 1820 Bartholomew Thayer was required 
to list all of his assets for a review of Pensions made 
by the federal government.  At that time he was 
leasing 50 acres of land in Coshocton County.  It also 
details all of his possessions at a value of $114.25.  The 
“History of Coshocton County” by A.A. Graham & Co. 
1881 has this to say about Bartholomew: 
“Bartholomew Thayer, a revolutionary soldier, settled 
on lot 2 of the southwestern section. He died in 1826, 
at the age of seventy years and was buried on his 
farm. Courage and credulity were two elements of his 
character, as the following incident will testify: While 
Adam Johnson was surveying the town of Keene, a 
rattlesnake was seen by one of the men and killed. 
Thayer, who was present, was afflicted with an 
ailment of some kind, and had heard that the heart of 
a rattlesnake was a sure cure.  Eager to test the 
efficacy of the remedy, he at once cut out the heart of 
the viper, and at a single gulp swallowed it.” 
 
Bartholomew Thayer and Rebecca Brackett did not 
have children of whom we are aware, although 
Rebecca may have died in childbirth which would 
explain an early death.  Bartholomew and Elizabeth 
had at least three children, although we can only 
name two and can find only one, Ephraim Thayer, 
who lived to marry and have children. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Judy Young-Thayer, Treasurer 

 
Current Thayer Families Association balance: 
$9,045.85. No transactions outstanding. 

President’s Words 
By Kate Welton Kuzmich, President TFA 

 

My daughter startled me the other day.  This is not an 
unusual occurrence, but her comment regarding the 
number of days left until Christmas was not one I saw 
coming.  Surprisingly, her comment sprang not from a 
desire to make sure that her gift ideas were put into 
the planning process early enough to, perhaps, come 
true, but from a recognition that I was in a dislocated 
state, time wise. 
 
I’ve been out of touch.  I’ve been offline.  I’ve been out 
of town and out of reach. I spent seven weeks at war 
with an implacable foe on behalf of my mother, it was 
not a battle I was prepared to lose.  The crisis has 
passed and all concerned are taking a deep breath; 
while giving thanks for the skills of the medical 
community, and more importantly, thanks for the 
prayers of support from the many who are known, 
and unknown, to us. 
 
Seven weeks is a short time in a long life. It seems a 
lifetime when one tries to re-enter our technology-
driven, fast moving world. I have missed 
appointments, deadlines, the first day of school, 
birthdays, anniversaries and the day to day support of 
my friends.  I’m starting to catch up, starting to get 
back into the daily grind, starting to feel like I’m 
returning to normal, whatever that might be. 
 
Yes, it’s going to be Christmas before I’m ready, but I 
feel as if Christmas already came. 
 

Officers and Directors of TFA  

President:  Kate Welton Kuzmich 
kwelkuz@earthlink.net 

Vice President : Russ Thayer 
Cthayer001@roadrunner.com  

Secretary : Jim Thayer;  jthayer@ipapilot.org  

Treasurer : Judy Thayer; jlthayer@aol.com  

Directors : Madora Boyd; Peggy Krapf ; Amy McGraw; 
Will Thayer; Duane Thayer

mailto:kwelkuz@earthlink.net
mailto:Cthayer001@roadrunner.com
mailto:jthayer@ipapilot.org
mailto:jlthayer@aol.com
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 Thayer Families Association  

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form  

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box#313 Randolph, MA 02368-
4821 

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and 
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above. 

Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 

Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount 
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated 
above. 

First member name:____________________________________ 
Second family member name:____________________________  
Number of years desired:__________ X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: ___________________ birth & death dates if known:________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:___________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________ 
Your Full Name(s) _________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:____________________________________________________ City, 
State:____________________ Country, ZIP/Postal Zip Code______________ 
 
Telephone number is optional:_________________________  
 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 

Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic in PDF format _____ Paper_____ 

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____ No_____ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

If this is a new application, how did you discover us? _______________________________________ 

Thank you for your membership! 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:  
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Please mail the completed form and dues to:  
Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box #313 Randolph, MA 02368-4821 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamilies.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 

Secretary, James Loren Thayer: 

28 So., Main St., Box #313 

Randolph, MA  02368-4821 

Email: JThayer@ipapilot.org 

 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 

Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 

Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2009, all rights 

reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 

Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 

Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 

Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 

Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 

of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 

and/or the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of 

the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer 

(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to 

present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is 

available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify 

paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, 

$5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 

28 So., Main Street, Box #313, Randolph, MA 02368-4821).  

 

   ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the 

editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 

Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 

be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via 

the Internet are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA 

address or email the editor with an attached file containing the 

article. Articles and submissions may be edited, respectfully, 

for length and readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. 

Any topics that are of general interest to members are 

encouraged, and articles written by the editor at your 

suggestion or from material you provide, will be credited to 

you. Deadline for submission to the Winter Issue is November 

25,
 
2009. Please submit to: kwelkuz@earthlink.net. 
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