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My Time at Gettysburg 
By R.G. “Bud” Thayer, Lt. Col., Blue/Grey Army of Florida 

 

“My first visit to Gettysburg was in 1988 for the 
125th anniversary of the July 1863 battle.  I had 
been re-enacting for several years, first in an 
Infantry unit, 1st Florida, Company D, then in the 
mid 1980’s transferred in to a cavalry unit, 2nd 
Florida, Company E.  However, when this 125th 
came along and I couldn’t get any of my cavalry 
unit to attend with me, I temporarily rejoined the 
ranks of my old infantry unit.  This move, although 
enjoyable from one perspective, proved to me that 
after earning four blisters on my feet from so much 
marching, that I really belong with the horses!  The 
event was well planned and attracted over 10,000 
re-enactors from all over the U.S, Canada and 
Great Britain.  It was a 3 day event well worth the 
blisters! 
 
My next trip to this famed battle field came during 
the filming of the movie ‘Gettysburg’ which many 
of us had waited years to be a part of.  When Ted 
Turner said he’d handle the production, they had 
no trouble getting re-enactors to participate.  
Since I had worked several films over the past 7 or 
8 years, I had met different folks during that time 
connected with the production and had a slight 
advantage securing a somewhat better deal than 
most re-enactors.  While the majority of them 
were sleeping in their tents, as few of us had motel 
accommodations and ate with the rest of the cast 
and crew.  I had also worked with the Assistant 
Director on ‘Glory’ which I’m sure helped as he 
gave me a position as one of General Longstreet’s 

mounted staff officers.  Longstreet was played by 
Tom Behringer.  It wasn’t that much of a part, but 
everywhere Longstreet went, I had to ride along 
with him and his other officers.  I also ended up in 
scenes with General Lee (Martin Sheen, whom I 
had met several years ago) as well as General 
Pickett (Steve Lang) as we did ‘Pickett’s Charge.’  
Sam Elliot was also in the film and I had met him 
when we worked ‘Houston, The Legend of Texas.’ 
 

 

 
 
When I first decided to pick up re-enacting as a 
hobby, I never thought for a moment it would lead 
to so much involvement in the film industry, but I 
have worked over 20 films doing set construction 
on several as well as acting in all of them.  Much of 
the acting has been more as a background artist in 
numerous action scenes as well although I have 
also had several support roles with dialogue.  I’m 

Martin Sheen as General Lee, with Bud Thayer 
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presently acting in a documentary about the ‘Life 
and Times of R.E. Lee’ in which I played Colonel 
Baird, Federal Army, in scenes during our shooting 
in November 2009, and will portray General A.P. 
Hill, Confederate States Army, in more filming in 
January 2010.  To change my looks I have to grow  
my beard much longer as well as darken it.  A.P. 
Hill was only 40 during this war. 
 

 

 
 
Getting back to Gettysburg, this is one battlefield 
any Civil War buff really needs to visit, and most of 
the individuals I know have done so.  It’s one of 
those ‘not to be missed’ trips in life which remain 
with us always.  Due to an arrangement which Ted 
Turner made with the National Parks Service 
(money talks) we were able to film Pickett’s 

Charge on the original battlefield.  Definitely an 
eerie experience, knowing many of our forefathers 
fought and died on that hallowed ground.” 
 

 

 
 

Patricia’s note:  Pickett’s Charge was an infantry ordered 
by Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee against Maj. Gen. 
George G. Meade's Union positions on Cemetery Ridge. 
The site of Pickett's Charge is one of the best-maintained 
portions of the Gettysburg Battlefield. Despite millions of 
annual visitors to Gettysburg National Military Park, very 
few have walked in the footsteps of Pickett's division. The 
National Park Service maintains a neat, mowed path 
alongside a fence that leads from the Virginia Monument 
on West Confederate Avenue (Seminary Ridge) due east 
to the Emmitsburg Road in the direction of the Copse of 
Trees… (info Wikipedia.com) 

Gun smoke encircles Confederate officer Bud Thayer 
in a Gettysburg battle re-enactment 

 

Gettysburg re-enactment of Pickett's Charge 

Bud Thayer with actor Tom Behringer  (General 
Longstreet) 
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Continues Bud:  “I may not get to Gettysburg 
again, but I’m certainly grateful for the experience 
and knowledge I gained while there.” 
 
R.G. “Bud” Thayer is the son of (Raymond 
Gordon11, Bertis Eugene10, Eugene Franklin9, 
Welcome Adams8, Welcome7, Joseph6-5-4, Samuel3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER and Olive Lavinia 
WOOD. 
 

Historian’s Report 
Patricia Thayer Muno – TFA Historian 

 

On 17 February 2010 I received a nice package in 
the mail from Thayer Representative and Civil War 
aficionado Donald Owen Thayer of Chehalis, 
Washington.  It contained the book The Killer 
Angels, by Pulitzer prize-winning Civil War Novel 
writer, Michael Shaara.  Writes Don’s dear wife, 
Betty:  “Don thinks you should read this book – 
he’s read it 3 times!  He feels it’s the best view of 
Gettysburg he’s ever run across.  His genealogy 
research started his interest in Civil War history.  
Don says ‘If you read the book, it’ll be a great 
background for your visit to Gettysburg.’ 
As a youngster my family made many stops at 
Gettysburg on our way to Baltimore to visit 
grandparents.  This was in the 40’s and 50’s.  My 
father, a Dutch immigrant was interested in 
American Historical places and would point out to 
me:  ‘Look at this, this is a part of your heritage, it’s 
important’!!  He researched my mother’s family 
back to Revolutionary War… It pleased my father 
that his offspring could be so American!! 
Don’s genealogy work has given us both great 
pleasure and pride.  As you get older it seems to be 
important to find out where you will fit into the 
‘picture of life.’” 
 
Thank you Don and Betty for thinking of me and 
my need to know more about this fascinating 
period in American History! 
 
For many decades I had searched for the 
parentage of my husband, Donald’s great 
grandfather, Reuben Clay Reever.  Don’s mother, 

who just recently passed away at 89, had given to 
Don a soft leather gold bank pouch containing the 
treasures of a young ten year old boy. The 
treasures had been passed down to her by her 
grandfather Reever, who, as a 10 year old lad, sat 
on the rail fence of his family’s farm and watched a 
Civil War battle transpire. It was a surreal 
experience for Reuben to have listened to the 
painful screams coming from his farmhouse and 
watching as wounded soldiers struggled to seek 
medical assistance and safety from the horrors of 
the battlefield. Once the dust settled, Reuben 
went out on the field and gathered small items and 
stuffed them into his pockets.  These included 
musket balls, uniform buttons, shrapnel, bullets, 
small cannon shotgun balls, belt buckles, chest 
buckles and a cannon’s fuse plug.  
 
Reuben’s mother was said to have taken into her 
home both Confederate and Union wounded 
soldiers requiring medical assistance. For some of 
the solders, unable to be moved, she stayed with 
them and nursed them back to health.  It was not 
until just recently that I learned that the 
mysterious battlefield was GETTYSBURG!!! Don 
and I hope to discover the Reever ancestral home 
site, and you can be assured that we are greatly 
looking forward to this forthcoming Thayer 
reunion and TFA bi-annual meeting!!  See you 
THAYER! 

  

From Patricia’s Mailbag 
 

From Mark Fairbrother of Montague, MA, 
 10 January 2010:  “Tricia, are you still out there?  
The note I found your address on is ten years old.  
Elbert Elson Thayer was my maternal great 
grandfather.  After spending time on my father’s 
side of the tree I have moved to my mother’s and 
would like to correspond.  I have a Thayer Brother’s 
Wild West Show handbill and 3-4 photos I could 
contribute if you don’t have such already.” 



4 

 

 

 
 
The following remarks, written by Pearl Louise 
(Bowen) O’Brien, Geneva Pearl Thayer’s oldest 
daughter, accompanied this photo shared by Mark: 
“My grandfather, Elbert Thayer, married Louisa 
Fesch, who was the daughter of George Fesch.  
Her grandparents were John and Katrina Fesch.  
The family was originally from Bingen on the 
Rhine, Germany. 
 
Louisa was unhappy in her marriage and ran away 
from home, leaving her four children when my 
mother [Geneva Pearl] was a toddler.  Fifty years 
later she was located in Raven, Alberta, Canada.  
She was married to Roy Donkin and lived in a log 
cabin on a homestead.  My mother drove out there 
several times to visit her.” 

States Mark:   “I don’t know how they found out 
that Louisa was in Alberta, but I remember my 
grandmother telling me that she went out to find 
the mother she never really knew, and when they 
met Gram said ‘You don’t know who I am, do you?  
I’m your daughter Geneva.’  By the time Gram was 
relating this to me she was an elderly woman, but 
her dark eyes were still hard and stern as she 
relived the moment so long before.  She said her 
mother broke down and bawled.  Aunt Louise 

[Pearl Louise Bowen] and her daughter Nancy 
went out to Raven in the 1990’s and had a stone 
put on her grandmother’s grave.” 

 

 

 

Lineage of Geneva Pearl9 (Elbert Elson8, Salem 
Trow7, Edward6-5-4-3, William2, Nathaniel1) 
THAYER. 

More Information 

If the reader will refer to page 80 in Volume II of 
my Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America, Descendants of Nathaniel 
Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660, it will be 
noted there is a facsimile of the Thayer Brother’s 
Wild West show handbill.  Mark has shared all four 
pages of the real thing for your enjoyment. 

In behalf of our readership, thank you Mark for 
your interest in the Thayer Genealogy Project and 
for sharing these photos and insight.    
– Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 
and Genealogist. 

Geneva Pearl Thayer (1892-1981) 

 

Elbert and Louisa Thayer and their children, Crescent 
(who died at age 13), Bert, Minnie and baby Geneva 

Pearl. 
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2010 Reunion Guest Speaker 

 
 

 
 
Charles F. Kerchner, Jr., was born in 1945 in 
Allentown PA. In 1962 he graduated from Emmaus 
High School, Emmaus, PA. After graduation from 
high school he enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserves 
and served 2 years active duty on the ship USS 
Fulton AS-11, a submarine tender, based in New 
London, CT. Upon leaving active duty he 
continued his service in the Naval Reserves 
completing 33 years of total service and retiring 
with the rank of Commander. Under the GI Bill he 
attended Lafayette College graduating with a B.S. 
degree in Electrical Engineering in 1975 and a B.A. 
degree in Economics in 1976.  He is married and 
has two children and four grandchildren. He and 
his wife reside in Emmaus, PA. 
 
Charles is a Registered Professional Engineer. In 
2002 Charles retired from Kalglo Electronics Co., 
Inc., Bethlehem PA, a company which he founded 
in 1969 and at which he worked as the Chief 
Engineer, President, and Chairman of the Board. 

During his career he received four patents in the 
field of electronic control systems and infrared 
heating. Charles is now the President of C.F. 
Kerchner & Associates, Inc., a part-time genetic 
genealogy DNA testing consulting business dba 
GenealogyByDNA.com. 
 
He is active in his community serving at various 
times on various township bodies and committees. 
He is currently serves as a member of the Upper 
Milford Township Zoning Hearing Board. 
 
His major hobby is genealogy which he has been 
pursuing for over 33 years. He is a member of many 
historical and genealogical societies including the 
Lehigh County Historical Society, Macungie 
Historical Society, Dillingersville Union School and 
Church Association, Berks County Genealogical 
Society, PA German Society, PA German Cultural 
Heritage Association, Palatines to America, Sons 
of the American Revolution, and the National 
Genealogical Society. Over the years he has 
authored several tutorial and help articles on doing 
PA German research including 18th Century PA 
German Naming Customs and Traditions and Tips 
& Tricks for the Beginner – Genealogy 101. During 
the last eight years he has been a pioneer in the 
new field of Genetic Genealogy launching the 
Kerchner Surname Genetic Genealogy YDNA 
Project in February 2001, which was one of the first 
dozen such projects in the world done by an 
amateur genealogist. He is active in many genetic 
genealogy online discussion forums. In 2004, he 
authored the Genetic Genealogy DNA Testing 
Dictionary. Since 2005 he moderates on a daily 
basis the online genetic genealogy discussion 
group at Yahoo.com named DNA-
Anthrogenealogy, which discusses ancient 
population group affiliations which can sometimes 
be determined from certain genetic genealogy 
tests. In 2005 he helped found the International 
Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG). For more 
information about his genealogy efforts see his 
website index page at: http://www.kerchner.com/. 
 
 

Charles F. Kerchner, Jr. 

http://www.kerchner.com/
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Thomas Jefferson Thayer: A 
Civil War Soldier 

By H. Jerry Thayer – TFA Assistant Historian 
 

Thomas Jefferson Hamilton8 Thayer was born 16 
July 1833 in East Randolph, Massachusetts, son of 
Joseph7 THAYER (Uriah6, Uriah5, Shadrach4, 
Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) and Eveline 
STETSON.  On 22 May 1855, in Braintree, 
Massachusetts [Massachusetts Vital records], he 
married his first cousin Bryantha Richards 
HAYDEN born  13 Jul 1836 Quincy Massachusetts 
daughter of Nathaniel HAYDEN & Sally7 THAYER 
(Uriah6, Uriah5, Shadrach4, Ephraim3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1).  Together they had six children, five 
born in Quincy: i. Bryantha Etta 22 Dec 1856; ii. 
Ann L. 19 Feb 1861; iii. Jefferson Clifford 24 Sep 
1867; iv. Susie L. 1 Nov 1869; v. Ida May 14 Jan 
1872; vi. Eva Frances 6 Sep 1879.  Eva Frances was 
born in Fitzwilliam, Cheshire County, NH while 
Bryantha was visiting her brother Henry Hayden 
who had moved there from Quincy. 
 
One might ask why the six year gap between the 
second and third child. The Civil War is the answer. 
Thomas J. H. Thayer enlisted 23 July 1862 in 
Company D, 39th Regiment of Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry.  He was mustered into service 
on 6 August 1862 for a term of 3 years as a private.  
On 1 September 1862, his unit was at Camp 
Stanton in Boxford, Massachusetts; Colonel P. 
Sterns Davis assumed command of the Regiment.  
On the 6th of September, the Regiment left for 
Washington DC and was stationed at Camp Chase 
on Arlington, Heights, Virginia, as part of the 
defense of the capitol.  Shortly after their arrival in 
the Washington Area, they were assigned as part 
of Brigg’s Brigade to guard the north bank of the 
Potomac River and were encamped at Conrad’s 
Ferry Maryland.  
 
On the 14th of October 1862, the unit moved again 
to Seneca Creek, Maryland, and was assigned to 
Grover’s Brigade.  Here on 30 Oct 1862, Thomas 
wrote to his wife: [some spelling corrected for 

clarity and punctuation added] “Big Muddy Branch 
Maryland, I take my pen in hand to write a few 
lines to let you know that I am well and I hope that 
these few lines will find you the same and find the 
children well too.  I received your letter last nite. I 
was glad to have one too. I have had two in 12 days 
and you say that you have wrote 6 in a week. We 
don’t get our male very often. You tell Etta [his 
elder daughter] that I will write her a letter next 
Sunday. You said you was agoing to send me a 
box. I sent home for what I wanted most. I don’t 
know wheather you have got it or not. I will write 
every chance I get.  I cannot write any more now.” 
 
On the 3rd of November 1862, Thomas again wrote 
home: “Big Muddy Branch, Bina dear, I take my 
pen in hand to write a few lines to let you know 
that I am well and I hope that these few lines will 
find you the same and the children too. I just got a 
chance to finish my letter. I received two letters 
from you. I was glad to get them. I was on picket. 
[guard duty]  I am glad that you wrote last. Take 
his things out of your celler.  I shall get that box if 
we don’t go on a march, if we do I may not get it 
for a long time. We shall go soon. They are fighting 
at Leesburg [Virginia].  I can hear the cannons very 
plain.  It is about 17 miles from here.  They 
commenced fighting Friday and they are fighting 
now.  I think that it won’t be long before we shall 
cross the Potomac in to Virginia. That is where the 
fighting is we are doing. The most important 
business that we can do that to do picket duty.  We 
have to guard the stores and everything this guard 
is to guard Washington to these Reg[iments] all 
along the Potomac for 75 miles from Washington. 
This is all I can write now. I want you not tell what I 
write home. I hear it again. I wrote and told you 
write and tell me he told you about them guns that 
Cap[tain] Spears took from me.  This is from your 
husband.  ‘Jetty Dear’  good luck Bina  I will send 
your letters back and then you will know that I get 
them.” 
 
Thomas was right in predicting a move, but it was 
not into Virginia. Colonel Davis took over the 
Brigade on 11 November and commanded the 
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Brigade which included the 39th Massachusetts, 
until 5 January 1863.  They moved and established 
winter camp at Poolesville, Maryland continuing to 
guard the north bank of the Potomac River.  On 11 
December 1862, Thomas again wrote: “Camp 
Grover Maryland, Dear Bina, I take my pen in hand 
to write a few lines to let you know that I am well 
and I hope that these few lines will find you the 
same and the children are well too. I hope the folks 
are all well. I can’t think of much to write. It is the 
same thing over and over. I hope that I get home 
and then I shant have to write so much news. I 
think we shall be at home by next spring. I have not 
had a letter for a week from any one but you again. 
When I started from home they were all going to 
write to me. I have wrote to a number but I am 
done. I hope that I shall get a letter from you 
tonite.  If I don’t I shall have the blues. This is all I 
can think to write. It averages over one a day that 
dies out of this Brigade. The Vermont 10 
reg[iment] have buried 40 out here. I have received 
3 letters tonite. I was glad to hear you was well and 
the children. I hope that you will get someone to 
stay with you. Can’t you get Susan Jones to stay 
with you. This winter if you can’t be any better you 
can board out. This winter does Jim work in the 
shop.  Don’t you believe what folks say about us 
going to move. I will write and tell you when we are 
going to move. I  will sit down now and write a few 
lines if we are going to move any time.  I don’t 
want you to stay alone this winter. If you can do 
any better get one to stay with you. If you can’t get 
any one in the house and you can board out. This is 
all I can write tonite.  I am smart and I hope you 
take a good one for me. This is from your ‘Jetty 
Dear’” Apparently, Picket duty was getting the 
best of Thomas at this point. 
 
That was the last letter that I had access to.  I am 
sure there were many more.  The 39th Regiment 
remained on guard duty north of the Potomac  
until April 1863 when it was called back to 
Washington to guard the capitol.  It remained 
there until the 9th of July when it was assigned to a 
provisional Brigade commanded by General Henry 
S. Briggs. That Brigade moved on the 12th of July 

to the Army of the Potomac at Funkstown 
Maryland.  There was great haste after the Battle 
of Gettysburg to position troops to assure there 
would be no more penetration by Confederate 
forces into Union territory.  The Brigade then 
joined the 2nd Division of the 1st Corps and moved 
into Virginia, then to the Rappahannock River, 
then in the fall participated in the Mine Run 
Campaign.  Thomas was finally fighting.  His 
notion of being home in the spring had been upset. 

 
The winter of 1863/64 found the Brigade and the 
39th MA encamped at Mitchel’s Station Virginia, 
near the Cedar Mountain Battlefield.  On 4 May 
1864 the 39th MA broke camp and started for 
Germana Ford crossing, then on to the vicinity of 
Wilderness Tavern.  It was engaged by 
Confederate forces in the battle of the Wilderness 
on the Orange Pike on 5 and 6 May 1864. The 39th 
lost 2 men killed and 18 wounded. It then moved, 
on the night of the 7th of May, towards 
Spottsylvania, Virginia, where it met Confederate 
resistance on the 8th and the 10th of May near the 
Spindle farm on the Brock road. In those 
engagements the Regiment had 32 killed or 
mortally wounded and 103 wounded. This part of 
the battle of Spottsylvania was called the battle of 
Laurel Hill.  The Division Commander, General 
Robinson, was seriously wounded in the 8 May 
fight and his command was broken up. The 39th 
MA, a part of Lyle’s Brigade, was transferred to 
Cutter’s Division.  The 39th was moved to the 
extreme left of the Union forces and on the 21st of 
May left for the North Anna River north west of 
Richmond. From 23 to 26 May the 39th was in a 
position near Jericho Ford guarding the crossing 
with few casualties.   

 
During the Battle of Cold Harbor, in late May and 
early June the 39th, was in position near Bethesda 
church and suffered few casualties. They then 
became a part of the 1st Brigade of Crawfords 3rd 
Division. At that time, they crossed the James 
River at Wilcox Landing, Virginia, and were 
positioned in the Lines before Petersburg, Virginia.  
Decimated by the casualties of the May- June 1864 
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battles, the 39th received 241 recruits who were 
transferred on 25 June 1864 from the 12th 
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Regiment, 
which had been recruited from the same areas of 
Massachusetts. On the 14th of July, they received 
another 103 recruits from the 13th Massachusetts 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment.  These 
reinforcements were to be needed as on the 18th 
and 19th of August, the 39th was “heavily engaged” 
by Confederate forces near the Weldon Railroad 
and lost 10 killed, 32 wounded and 245 were taken 
prisoner. Their leader Lt. Colonel Peirson was 
badly wounded and had to relinquish command.  
Captain Nelson had taken command of the 
Regiment as the senior officer. Thomas J.H. Thayer 
was not among the wounded. 

 
Early in the fall of 1864, the 39th MA became a part 
of Coulter’s 2nd Brigade of the Crawford’s 3rd 
Division.  Major Tremlett, who apparently had 
been among the captured, returned and took 
command from Captain Nelson.  The 39th MA 
spent the winter of 1864/65 in siege activity on the 
south side of Petersburg.  Sometime during the 
late winter, Thomas J. H. Thayer became ill (or was 
wounded) and was admitted to the Finley Hospital 
in Washington, DC.  I am unsure why, but on the 
2nd of March 1865 he was discharged on “Surgeons 
Certificate of Disability” five months short of his 3 
year commitment.  

 
After his discharge Thomas returned home to 
Quincy.  His wife and family had received soldiers’ 
aid during the period when he was away.  He then 
became engaged in the stone polishing business 
and opened a plant of his own.  His stone polishing 
plant burned about 1890.  He is called an Engineer 
in the 1880 and 1900 census and he retired from 
active business in 1901. There was an article in the 
Boston Globe of 20 May 1905 celebrating the 50th 
wedding anniversary of Thomas & Bryantha.  It 
included pictures of both Thomas and Bryantha 
which were too grainy to be reproduced for this 
article. ed. The article stated: 

“Wedded for a Half Century, Mr and Mrs T.J.H. 
Thayer of Quincy to celebrate Happy Event 
Monday” 
 
“Quincy, May 20 – On 22 May 1855, Thomas J. H. 
Thayer of East Randolph (now Holbrook) and Miss 
Bryantha R. Hayden of Quincy were married in 
South Braintree. Monday they will observe their 
golden wedding at their home, 9 Wendell road, 
this city. On account of the illness of Mr Thayer the 
observance will necessarily be a quiet one and only 
immediate relatives will be present. Mr and Mrs 
Thayer are among the best known of Quincy’s 
residents having lived in that part of the city 
known as Quincy Neck for nearly half a century. 
 
Mr Thayer is a native of what is known as 
Holbrook, but which was East Randolph when he 
was born July 16, 1833. He came to this city in 1853 
and has since resided here. When the civil war 
broke out Mr Thayer enlisted in the 39th 
Massachusetts Infantry and served three years. At 
the close of the war he engaged in the stone 
polishing business. His plant was burned down 15 
years ago and four years ago he retired from active 
business on account of ill health. For 47 years Mr 
and Mrs Thayer lived happily in this city. Then 
came the first break in the family circle when their 
daughter, Mrs George Pratt died. 
 
Mr Thayer has two brothers and a sister living. 
They are Martin Thayer of Onset and Hiram Thayer 
of South Braintree and Miss Almeda Thayer of 
Brockton. 
 
Mrs Thayer was born in this city July 13, 1836, and 
has always lived in Quincy. To Mr and Mrs Thayer 
were born six children, of whom the following are 
still living. Mrs Walter Sanborn of Weymouth, Mrs 
Anson L. Wright of Weymouth, J. C. Thayer of 
Braintree, Mrs Moses Dyer of South Braintree and 
Miss Eva Thayer who lives with her parents in this 
city. 
 
Mr and Mrs Thayer have nine grandchildren living. 
They are Prof. Russell Sanborn of Kansas City, 



10 

Kas., Miss Lottie Wright of Weymouth, Masters 
George and Walter and Miss Marion Thayer of 
Braintree, Miss Helen and Master Willie Pratt of 
this city, Miss Mildred and Master Kenneth Dyer of 
South Braintree. 
 
Mrs Thayer has a brother and sister living in this 
city. Her brother is James A. Hayden, aged 71 of 
Quincy Point, and her sister is Mrs Sally Harris, 
aged 92 of South Quincy, who is a remarkably 
active woman for her years. If Mr Thayer’s health 
permitted it there is no doubt that his many friends 
would give him and his worthy wife a celebration 
tomorrow worthy of the event, for both are well 
known and popular and have long been known to 
their friends as honest, upright and most 
hospitable people.” 

 
Thomas Jefferson Hamilton Thayer died 18 Sep 
1908 in Quincy [Massachusetts Vital Records] and 
was buried in Mt. Wollaston Cemetery in Quincy.  
Bryantha lived on with her daughter Eva until her 
death on 15 May 1923 in Quincy and she was 
buried with her husband.  Her obituary was in the 
Quincy Daily Ledger of 19 May 1923.  The 
tombstones are in the Mt. Wollaston Cemetery: 

 

 

 
 
Beverly Thayer Bower Colton-Cochrane of Scituate 
Massachusetts, a descendant of Thomas J. H. 
Thayer through his daughter Eva Frances Thayer, 
her grandmother, was kind enough to share with 
us three letters from Thomas, his certificate of 
service, his GAR Memoriam, a copy of his 50th 
wedding announcement in the Boston Globe and 
pictures of his tombstone and Veterans grave 
marker.   
  

Joseph Warren Thayer 
By H. Jerry Thayer – TFA Assistant Historian 

 

Joseph Warren7 Thayer was born 31 July 1844 
Boston MA [Chelsea published vital records] son of 
Warren6 Thayer [Warren K.7, Zenas6, Obediah5, 
John4, Richard3, Richard2, Richard1] and Margaret 
Damon. He is with his parents in the 1860 census 
of Chelsea MA and he is found in the 1880 and 
1900 census in Chelsea.  He was the only son of 
Warren and Margaret.  He never married and died 
22 July 1905 in Chelsea MA and was buried 25 Jul 
1905 in the Woodlawn and Everett Cemetery 
[Massachusetts Vital records Vol. 249, p. 273].   
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His biography from “Men and Women who built 
Chelsea” was interesting and in general here is the 
text which I have modified. 
Joseph Warren Thayer was born in Boston, 
Massachusetts on July 31, 1844. He was educated 
in the Boston and Cambridge public schools. When 
the Civil War broke out he enlisted on April 19, 
1861 in the Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 
which was the first company to leave Chelsea. His 
father intervened, stating that he was only 
seventeen years old, which removed him from the 
roster. A few weeks later, Joseph ran away from 
home and was sworn in as a member of the 
company. His father again tried to stop him, but 
was persuaded not to after learning that his son 
had sworn he was eighteen years of age and could 
be prosecuted. He was assigned to Company H of 
the 12th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment, known as the Webster Regiment. He 
was wounded at the Battle of Fredericksburg and 
on December 13, 1862, he was confined to the 
hospital for four months. Upon recovery he 
rejoined his unit and on July 1, 1863, the first day of 
the battle, he was again wounded at Gettysburg, 
where he was taken prisoner and remained captive 
for four days. The confederates abandoned many 
prisoners as they left the field in Gettysburg. 
Joseph was removed to a hospital and remained 
there for nearly a year. He was discharged on June 
27, 1864. 
  
Joseph Warren Thayer returned to Chelsea on his 
twentieth birthday having survived, but wounded 
in two of the major battles of the Civil War. He 
then became a member of the Chelsea Police 
Department, but was forced to quit because of his 
leg, which had been seriously injured in the war. 
He then entered the Customs Service of the United 
States, first as night inspector of customs, later as 
captain of night inspectors and then day inspector 
of customs for the Port of Boston.  
  
Joseph Warren Thayer was very proud of his war 
service and served many positions in the Theodore 
Winthrop Post 35 of Chelsea Grand Army of the 
Republic. He was a member of many fraternities, 

lodges and social organizations in the city. He was 
responsible for starting the Charitable Society of 
the Chelsea Fire Department. He was also the 
Commander of the Massachusetts Grand Army of 
the Republic. 
 

 
 

 
 
He was only one of the Thayers who served with 
valor in the Civil War. 
 

Christopher Thayer: 
Revolutionary Soldier 

By H. Jerry Thayer – TFA Assistant Historian 

 

Christopher5 Thayer was born 27 Apr 1741 in 
Braintree MA [Braintree Town Records], son of 
Christopher4 Thayer (Ephraim3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1) & Mary Morse.  On 6 Jan 1767 in 
Weymouth MA, [Weymouth published vital 
records, Braintree Town Records] he married 
Bethiah Hunt , born 30 Nov 1744 in Weymouth 
[Weymouth published vital records] daughter of 
Ebenezer Hunt & Bethiah Adams.  Together 
between 1767 and 1783 they had eight children 
that we know of. Bethiah died 28 Feb 1817 in 
Peterborough NH [NH Vital records] and is buried 
in the Old Cemetery in Peterborough. Christopher 

Joseph Warren Thayer 
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died 28 Sep 1823  in Peterborough and is also 
buried in the Old Cemetery there. 
 
Christopher and Bethiah lived in Braintree from 
the time of their marriage until after the birth of 
their 8th child, Elihu, whose birth was recorded in 
Braintree, but before the 1790 census they had 
moved to Peterborough NH. 
 
Christopher was a Revolutionary soldier who had 
Pension Number S43994.  He first applied for a 
pension in Hillsborough County  NH on 26 October 
1818. He testified that his first service was in the 
summer of 1775 when he enlisted for 6 months and 
in December 1775 again enlisted for a year, “as a 
common soldier,”  in Captain Jacob Allen’s 
Company of Colonel Bailey’s Regiment of the 
Continental Line.  He said he served as a Sergeant 
and was honorably discharged at the end of his 
service in “Pittskill on the North River.” [Peekskill 
on the Hudson River today]  His signature was 
legible but shaky: 
                                

 
 
Apparently Christopher had no written 
documentation of his service since on 8 July 1819 
Daniel Loring of Braintree, formerly a Lieutenant, 
and James Penniman, both of Braintree testified 
that they served with him for one year between 1 
January 1776 and 1777. They testified that the unit 
was established in Roxbury MA and “marched” to 
New York and Peekskill, and that Christopher 
served as a Sergeant.  On the basis of that 
documentation his pension was awarded from 
September 1819 at a rate of 96$ per year to be 
paid semiannually.   
 
The service of the forces at Peekskill and West 
Point on the Hudson River was to prevent the 

British from moving inland from New York City 
which they controlled and splitting New England 
from the rest of the colonies. 
 
Of the children of Christopher and Bethiah; 
William (1767-1807) married Abigail Wyman (1774-
1818) in 1795 and spent his life in Peterborough; 
Mary (1771- ?) no further information; Eber (1773-
1849) married twice to Elizabeth Jaquith (1780-
1805)& Sarah Everett (1785-1866) and lived in 
Peterborough; Christopher (1776-1818) was 
disabled and single; Sarah (1779- ) married 1808 
Elihu Penniman (1781- ); Joseph Adams (1781-1803) 
died single in Peterborough; Elihu (1783-1878 
married 1813 Susan Everett (1783-1855) and lived 
in Peterborough.  There was an earlier child Mary 
who died in infancy. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Judith Young-Thayer, TFA Treasurer 

 
As of January 31, 2010, the Thayer Families 
Association bank balance is: $12, 105.50. Tax 
preparation is complete. State of Massachusetts: 
$456.00; IRS: $580.00. 
 

Officers and Directors of TFA 
2010 

President: Kate Welton Kuzmich 
kwelkuz@earthlink.net 
Vice President : Russ Thayer 
Cthayer001@roadrunner.com  
Secretary : Jim Thayer; jthayer@ipapilot.org  
Treasurer : Judy Thayer;  
jlythayer@aol.com 
Directors : Madora Boyd; Peggy Krapf; Amy 
McGraw; Will Thayer; Duane Thayer 
  

  

 

 
 

mailto:kwelkuz@earthlink.net
mailto:Cthayer001@roadrunner.com
mailto:jthayer@ipapilot.org
mailto:jlythayer@aol.com
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CALLING ALL THAYERS 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION MEETING  

11 AND 12 JUNE 2010 
GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 

The 2010 biennial meeting of the Thayer Families Association will be held on Friday and Saturday, 11 and 12 
June, 2010.   
 
The venue for the meeting will be at the Days Inn, 865 York Road, Gettysburg, PA.  Days Inn web site is: 
www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239 
Ph: 717-334-0030.   
 
Arrangements have been made for a Thayer Family Association block of rooms.  Presently, there are 30 
rooms (including 2 smoking rooms) in the block, which can be reserved at any time until 18 May 2010.  There 
are also handicap equipped rooms.  The rate is $89.00 (plus 6% PA occupancy and 3% County tax) per room - 
Queen (1-4) or King.  Days Inn has agreed to extend the TFA rate from 9 June through 15 June for those who 
would like to come early, and stay after the meeting.  If enough reservations are made early, Days Inn will 
open up additional rooms at the TFA rate. 
 
Days Inn is a participant in the Wyndham Rewards program. 
 
As a courtesy, Days Inn is providing meeting rooms for TFA’s meetings.   
 
Dinner for Saturday, June 12, 2010 will be available at the motel. Indicate if you will be attending on the 
reservation form. 
 
There is plenty of parking at the Days Inn.  Additionally, there is Perkins Restaurant adjacent to the Days Inn, 
and a Tourist Trolley runs on a regular schedule from the Days Inn into Gettysburg and to the Battle Field. 
 
Plans have been made for a Gettysburg Battlefield Bus tour available to TFA members and families only on a 
first come, first serve basis. Reservations should be made immediately for those interested.  There are only 
45 seats available, and TFA members may reserve a spot for $10.  Non-member participants are $20 per 
person. 
 
Questions?  I’ll try to answer them.  E-mail me at: jlythayer@aol.com or call me at: 757-890-8922 
 
Useful information: 
Gettysburg Travel Bureau:  www.gettysburg.travel 
Request a Visitors Guide, which is loaded with all kinds of important information. 
The National Park Service web site:  http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm  for 
much more information about Gettysburg. 
  There is a downloadable map and guide at: 
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/upload/GETT%20brochure.pdf 
 

 

http://www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239
http://www.gettysburg.travel/
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/feesandreservations.htm
http://www.nps.gov/gett/planyourvisit/upload/GETT%20brochure.pdf


14 

Reservation Form 
Thayer Families Association Reunion 

June 11-13, 2010 - Gettysburg, PA 
Room reservations are the responsibility of each participant. TFA has blocked rooms at 
Days Inn, Gettysburg, PA. Make reservations at: www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239 or 
717-334-0300. 
 
June 11, 2010 
Gettysburg Battlefield Bus Tour: 
Bus pick up: 1:30 pm, parking lot of Days Inn motel 
Bus return: Approximately 3:30 pm, parking lot of Days Inn motel 
Cost: $10.00 TFA members; $20.00 non-members  
Participation limited to first 45 responses. Reservations are non-refundable. 
Number of TFA Members:   x $10.00 =  
Number of Non-Members:   x $20.00 = 
Total for bus tours:        
 
June 12, 2010 
Dinner Buffet at Days Inn: 
Cost: $29.00 per adult/ $15.00 per child under 12 
Number of Adults:   x $29.00 =  
Number of Children:  x $15.00 = 
Total for dinner buffet: 
 
Overall Total: [Bus tour and buffet] 
        
Submit reservation forms and check or money order (made out to TFA) to: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions? 
 Call Judy: 757-890-8922 or  
E-mail: jlythayer@aol.com. 

Thayer Families Association 
Judith L. Young-Thayer, Reunion 
Committee 
1006 Old Denbigh Blvd Apt 213 
Newport News, VA 23602-2029 
 

http://www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239%20or%20717-334-0300
http://www.daysinn.com/gettysburg06239%20or%20717-334-0300
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 Thayer Families Association  

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form  

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box#313 Randolph, MA 02368-
4821 

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and 
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above. 

Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 

Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount 
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated 
above. 

First member name:____________________________________ 
Second family member name:____________________________  
Number of years desired:__________ X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: ___________________ birth & death dates if known:________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:___________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________ 
Your Full Name(s) _________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:____________________________________________________ City, 
State:____________________ Country, ZIP/Postal Zip Code______________ 
 
Telephone number is optional:_________________________  
 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 

Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic in PDF format _____ Paper_____ 

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____ No_____ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

If this is a new application, how did you discover us? _______________________________________ 

Thank you for your membership! 
 
If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:  
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Please mail the completed form and dues to:  
Thayer Families Association 28 S. Main St., Box #313 Randolph, MA 02368-4821 
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CONTACTING THE TFA 
 

www.ThayerFamilies.com 
 

For all official business with the TFA, please write the 

Secretary, James Loren Thayer: 

28 So., Main St., Box #313 

Randolph, MA  02368-4821 

Email: JThayer@ipapilot.org 

 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 

Representative of a particular family, please write: 

Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian 

3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT  84414-2762 

Email: HJThayer@aol.com  

Please include an SASE if you need a reply. 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly  (copyright 1994-2009, all rights 

reserved) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families 

Association. Article selection and editorial is at the discretion 

of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 

Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 

Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 

Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 

of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 

and/or the original author. Issues are mailed the first week of 

the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer 

(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to 

present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is 

available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify 

paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, 

$5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 

28 So., Main Street, Box #313, Randolph, MA 02368-4821).  

 

   ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the 

editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 

Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can 

be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via 

the Internet are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA 

address or email the editor with an attached file containing the 

article. Articles and submissions may be edited, respectfully, 

for length and readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. 

Any topics that are of general interest to members are 

encouraged, and articles written by the editor at your 

suggestion or from material you provide, will be credited to 

you. Deadline for submission to the Summer Issue is May 25,
 

2010. Please submit to: kwelkuz@earthlink.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE THAYER QUARTERLY 

28 So., Main St., Box #313 

Randolph, MA  02368-4821 


