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Sarah Thayer
Written by Dick Kock, Edited by the co-author, Susan
Zacharias. Susan is a descendant of Sarah (Thayer)
Fuller's son, Alfred, while I am descendant of Sarah
(Thayer) Fuller's son, Nathan T. Fuller. Susan is
currently First Vice President of The Ohio Genealogical
Society.

Sarah Thayer was born 27 March 1799 in
Westhampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts,
the daughter of Elias and Rachel (French) Thayer,
as recorded in the Christ Church records. Elias
Thayer6, (Zebulon5, Benjamin4, Richard3,
Richard2, Richard1) was a Revolutionary soldier
from Northampton (now Westhampton),
Massachusetts. Elias and Rachel moved their family
about 1803 to Otisco, Onondaga County, New
York, where Sarah grew up and was included in the
enumerated household of Elias in the 1810 and
1820 censuses.

Early on, all that was known about Sarah Thayer
was that she was the wife of a John Fuller living in
Strongsville, Cuyahoga County, Ohio. With
accumulated data on all Thayer’s in Cuyahoga
County, Thayer historian “Tricia” Muno was able to
identify her as a probable daughter of Elias and
Rachel, later confirmed by Harley Nelson, a
descendant of John and Sarah (Thayer) Fuller.

Sarah’s brother, Cephas, was in Strongsville
Township by 27 March 1818 when he purchased the
east half of Lot 36, paying in three separate
installments: 27 November 1818, 29 September
1819, and 24 December 1819. Cephas and a
brother, Calvin, are found on the Cuyahoga County
1819 tax list, with Calvin owning the other half of
Lot 36. It is possible that Sarah may have come to

visit with her brothers, marrying John Fuller around
1820-21. Fuller was the son of Revolutionary War
pensioner, William Fuller, who came to Strongsville
from Vermont. William had been a prisoner on the
infamous British ship the Jersey. Records indicate
that William previously resided in Rowe,
Hampshire County, Massachusetts, in 1795.

Sarah and John Fuller’s first child was Nathan T.
Fuller, born 11 August 1821 in Strongsville. John
prospered, owning a sawmill and becoming a
Justice of the Peace. The 1830 census shows the
household of John Fuller consisted of: 1 male
30<40 (John), 1 female 30<40 (Sarah), 1 male 5<10
(Nathan), 1 female 5<10 and 2 males under 5.
Research indicates the unknown female could be a
daughter, Sarah Ann, but the two malks have been
proven as Alfred and William. In 1827 John
“Faller” (Fuller) purchased 40 acres, part of Lot 16
from John Strong. Two years earlier a William
Fuller Jr. had “articled” to John a 72-acre tract, part
of Lot 16.

John and Sarah Fuller appeared to be active in the
Congregational church. It is from articles about that
affiliation that we learn of an event that had a
profound affect on their lives. Fuller became
involved with the group, Hunters and Rangers,
which supported an insurrectionary movement
against the English government in Canada.
Certainly both John and Sarah’s fathers’
participation as Revolutionary soldiers flavored
their opinion of the British. Fuller, the local leader
of the group, traveled to the Canadian border,
supplying guns to the insurgents from a cache that
was under his care as a justice of the peace. Some
insurgents were captured, hung, or expelled to Van
Dieman’s Land (now Tanzania). Esquire Fuller



managed to escape and returned home. Although
research to date has not uncovered any local, state,
or federal charges against John Fuller, five charges
were brought up against him in his church’s council
on 8 May 1838. The council’s conclusion was to
deal kindly with brother Fuller. John Fuller signed
“articles that he would abide as a good loyal citizen
of the United States hereafter.” While the affect on
the family is not totally known, it most likely
contributed to John and Sarah’s subsequent move
from the Strongsville area to Henry County, Ohio.
A Cuyahoga County deed, Book Z24, page 281,
shows John and wife Sarah sold a large portion of
their land (Lot 16 east part) on 30 November 1837,
retaining a 70 x 50 feet tract, small house, and rights
to flow a pond from the seven-foot dam. One
boundary mentioned the adjacent mill lot.

Despite the sale, John and Sarah Fuller were still
enumerated in the 1840 census in Cuyahoga
County. The census indicates that additional
children have been born to the couple.

Records of John Fuller’s property purchase in
Henry County, Ohio, were lost in one of two
courthouse fires. Extant records start in 1847. The
first clue of John’s death comes from a sheriff’s sale
advertisement.

sSherifls Sale.

Y virlus ofa writ of Fi. Fo., issued from
the court of common plexe of Heney co.,

aud directed to me as sherif of snid county, I

shall offer at public salo at the door of tho
Court Houee, in Napoleon, on the* 4th day of -
November next, betiwreen the houra of 10 o’clock, -

A. M., and 4 o'clock, P, AL, of sid day, the
fallnwfng described real estale, situato inssid
county, vizz—Tho south-west quarler of sec-
tjon number two, town six, north, of Tangw
five, cast, containing 160 acres, more or leas,—
Takon to gatisfy a judgment in fuvor. of the
state of Ohio, and apninst Willlam J. Jackson,
udminillruga ;l’ John Fuller deceased: Ap-
raised at $280,

P B. M. BENNETT. cafﬂn“;
By E. SUEFFIELD, Deputy.

Sursirs’s Ozricy,

Napnlcon, Sept. G, 1848,

This would suggest that a 1991 tombstone
inscription reading by the Henry County (Ohio)
Genealogical Society, found in a book at the Ohio
Genealogical Society Library, might be that of
Sarah’s spouse. Subsequent records of the estate of
John Fuller make that an almost certainty. See
photos following.

A collection of historical sketches, entitled Henry
County, Ohio, Volume 2, provides more
information on John and Sarah Fuller’s life in
Henry County . Information lists John Fuller as a
school teacher and justice of the peace from 1839 to
1846, dying in 1846, and buried in a cemetery near
Damascus in Liberty Township. Years before his
death, Fuller, living in Ridgeville Township, Henry
County, signed a petition on 25 June 1842 for a
division of Townline Road. Two years later on 29
August 1844, the township trustees voted to accept
a plot of ground from John Fuller and a Barton
Palmer, “now occupied as a burying ground.” The
next spring found John as one of the organizers of
the Ridgeville Congregational Church.




Viers Cemetery, Liberty Township, Henry County,
Ohio (Half mile north of State Route 110 and six
miles east of Napoleon, Ohio. Row 1., No. 1-Fuller,
John d. 26 Dec 1846, aged 50 years 9m 20d.

Photos taken in 2008 by Susan Zacharias.

Records show that John Fuller’s estate was
administrated by Esquire William Jackson, as
approved and appointed by the court 19 April 1847,
John having died intestate. Jackson submitted a
personal property inventory on 4 February 1848,
excluding belongings to the widow and minor
children. The amount allotted to the widow and
children for their yearly allowance was $254.
Jackson was authorized to sell off the real estate of
John Fuller, deceased, to provide funds for the
widow (Sarah) and minor children at the November
term of 1849. The tract was described as being in

late Henry County, now Fulton County, and sold for
$180.

In the 1850 census, Sarah Fuller, age 51, born in
Massachusetts, is enumerated in Henry County with
a son, William, age 21, farmer, listed as head of

household. The household included: Nathan, age
28; Alfred, age 26, carpenter and joiner; Adaline,
agel5; Lorinda, age 11; and Ellen, age 8. (Nathan is
also listed as a farm laborer in DeKalb County,
Indiana, in 1850, residing in the household of Ellis
Southard. This would explain the younger son,
William, being listed as head of household in
Sarah’s entry.)

Sarah (Thayer) Fuller purchased on 15 October
1850 a forty-acre tract, previously owned by her
spouse, for $283.33. (NW quarter of the NE quarter,
township 6N of Range 5E.) On the same date Sarah
completed the transfer of land to the Ridgeville
Cemetery Trustees that John had initiated.

Tracking Sarah Fuller after this date proved difficult
until another descendant, Susan Zacharias,
discovered her in the 1860 census in Evansport,
Defiance County, Ohio, household of her daughter,
Lorinda (Fuller) Snyder. Sarah at the time was
enumerated as “S. Fuller, age 60, birthplace, New
York.”

By 1870 Lorinda and family are found in
Springfield Township, Williams County, Ohio, but
Sarah is not enumerated with them. Susan Zacharias
found a biographical sketch on Lorinda’s son,
Willis Snider , which gave Lorinda’s birth as 17
April 1839 and states that Lorinda was the daughter
of Sarah, born in Onondaga County, New York, in
March 1802, and died in Clay County, Indiana, in
June 1875. Although this grandson didn’t have all
his details straight on Sarah, a purported death in
Clay County was an interesting clue. A search for a
Sarah Fuller in Clay County proved unsuccessful;
however, research did uncover Sarah’s two
youngest children residing in Van Buren Township,
Clay County, in the 1860 census: Adelia (listed as
Adaline in the 1850 census) Dicken, age 24, and
Ellen Fuller, age 18. Adelia had married a man,
Jeremiah Dickens, who died before 1870, possibly
from injuries received in the Civil War. Ellen Fuller
married a man, William Belk, dying possibly in
childbirth between 1865 and 1870. (Ellen and
William Belk had two children.) Belk then married
Ellen’s sister, Adelia. The family connection was
confirmed in William Belk’s Civil War pension
papers.



Despite much research, Sarah (Thayer) Fuller’s
death or internment location has never been located.
A considerable amount of data has been gathered on
Sarah Thayer and John Fuller’s children.

Authors:
Richard T. Koch, descendant of Nathan T. Fuller

Susan Zacharias, descendant of Alfred Fuller

'LDS FHLC 0779551 , Westhampton, Hampshire
Co., MA Vital Records, page 36. [contributed by
Harley Nelson of Homossa, FL]

ii Obituary, Hicksville, OH also Presidents,
Soldiers, Statemen, Vol. II, H. H. Hardesty, Pub.
1894.

" Berea (OH) Advertizer 8/31/1900 and 9/7/1900
" Democrat Newspaper, Hicksville, OH date
missing, probably early Sept. 1848r

¥ Compiled by Members and Friends of the Henry
County Historical Society

" "Commemorative Biographical Record of
Northwestern Ohio: including the counties of
Defiance, Henry, Williams and Fulton, pgs. 112,
115:"

Obituaries
Jay McMillan Thayer

Jay McMillan THAYER. Jay McMillan Thayer
died on Sep tember 28th after a long illness. Born in
Wenatchee on December 3, 1955, to James Lewis
and Buryl Stewart Thayer, Jay grew up in Spokane.
He attended Lewis and Clark High School and later
the University of Washington, graduating with a de
gree in English. He earned an MBA from Indiana
University in 1985, and thereafter worked at a
Manhattan ad agency. By turns, Jay wrote speech es
for corporate executives in NYC and worked as a
public relations spe cialist for the Long Island
Public Hospital. A brilliant and humorous man, Jay
loved the written word and was a poet at heart. He
was most at home around common people, classic
liter ature and his family. Jay is survived by his wife
Laurie, his sons Joseph Greenough (15) and Ulysses
Jay (13), his mother Buryl Stewart Thayer, his
siblings James Stewart (Patricia) Thayer, John
Lewis (Kathleen) Thayer, Joseph Thomas Thayer,

and Constance Jill Thayer, and 13 nieces and
nephews. A memorial service will be held on Friday
October 8th at 4PM at the Fauntleroy Church in
West Seattle (9140 California Ave SW).

Published in The Seattle Times on October 3, 2010
Submitted by Kate Kuzmich.

Lineage of the Jay:

Jay McMillan12 Thayer (1955-2010), James
Lewisl1 (1921-1982), James Lawrencel0 (1882-
1975), Newell Lewis9 (1855-1936), Sylvester
Wheaten8 (1825-1895), Alanson7 (1786-1848),
Jonathan6 (1753-1827), Cornelius5 (1723-1790),
Jonathan4 (1702-1747), Josiah3 (1669-1728),
Ferdinando2 (1625-1712), Thomas1 (1596-1665).

Lineage provided by Jerry Thayer.

Neal Brian Thayer

Neal Brian
THAYER. Neal
Thayer, 55, passed
away at home in
Bremerton after a
brief battle with
melanoma. Neal
was born in Palo
Alto, CA to Elmer
and Ellyner Thayer.
He grew up in
Canyon Dam, CA,
and graduated from Greenville HS in 1973. He
received a B.S. in Oceanography from Humboldt
State Univ. in 1979 and an M.A. in Whole Systems
Design from Antioch Univ. in 2001. Neal served in
the US Coast Guard from 1982-1988 then continued
in civil service at USCG HQ in Washington, DC.
He moved to Seattle in 1992 to work at USCG
District 13 in Seattle where he spent the last 14
years asan Organizational Performance Consultant.
Neal moved to Bremerton in 2007 and married the
former Elizabeth (Mendenhall) Clouthier in
November 2009. The family was served by Lewis
Funeral Chapel in Bremerton. Information about a
memorial service and donations can be found at
http://nbthayer.blogspot.com.




Published in The Seattle Times on October 3, 2010
Submitted by Kate Kuzmich

Lineage of Neal:

Neal Brian Thayerl1 (1955-2010), Elmer Wesley10
(1916-1989), Homer Wesley9 (1880-1952), Truman
Ransom8 (1847-1926), Pliny7 (1809-1853),
Nathan6 (1769-1845), Jeremiah5 (1725- after
1805), Ebenezer4 (1697- aft Dec 1772), Isaac3 (ca
1672-1754), Ferdinando2 (1625-1712), Thomas1
(1596-1665)

Lineage provided by Jerry Thayer.

Historian’s Report

This past summer I had a serious computer crash.
The only thing lost, in addition to some of my
computer programs, were thousands of Thayer-
related E- mail messages. If anyone feels that I have
not answered their E-mail messages, please resend
and I will do my best to answer them all.

With a new year bearing down on us, I would like
to issue a challenge to all our members: Within in
the coming year try to bring in one new member,
couple or family into our amazing Thayer Families
Association. With the availability of the Internet it
should not be difficult to find other Thayers. Type
in whitepages.com/person in your web browser, put
THAYER in the surname and your city, or just
state, click on FIND and check out a Thayer at
random that you might like to “meet.” Not all are
listed with phone numbers, so keep checking them
out until you find one with a number and give them
a call. Ask them “What do you know about the
Thayer Families Association?” And you are on the
road to meeting new cousins and, hopefully, new
TFA members!

From Patricia’s Mailbag:

I seem to get more than my share of queries
involving our talented Thayer kin ARTISTS!

In December 2008 I received an E-mail message
from Louis Reeves informing me that he had
purchased a scrapbook which had been the
possession of Mrs. Mary Emma (Munroe) Thayer.

Mary, born September 1868 in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, was a lecturer and the Principal of
the Boston School of Divine Science and the state
president of Rhode Island for the International New
Thought Alliance. She also operated Mrs. Mary
Thayer’s Summer School at Annisquam,
Massachusetts. The scrapbook contained many
ancient newspaper clippings and photos of her
husband, the artist Albert Rufus Thayer, whom she
married in 1910. Mary, well known in Boston area
women’s social clubs, was the 2nd wife and widow
of Albert’s father, George Burder Thayer, who died
9 November 1895. YES, that is correct! Albert
married his own step- mother.

Stated Louis: “I bought the scrapbook because I
thought it was special, but it is just a curiosity for
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me.

I quickly purchased the yellowed scrapbook from
Louis and it is presently in my possession here in
North Ogden, Utah. All but a couple of the
crumbling articles were undated. Most certainly,
many of them were over 100 years old.

After receiving the scrapbook, I set about to put
TFA member, John Howard Thayer of Rome, NY
to work seeing what he could find out about Albert
Rufus Thayer, the art educator, teacher and lecturer.
In an early newspaper, John uncovered an
interesting mention of the curious marriage
arrangement of the artist and his bride.

States John: “Albert was married to Mary Emma
Thayer. The couple’s application for a marriage
license in 1910 was somewhat confusing and was
explained in the June 16, 1910 edition of the New
York Times as follows:

Miss Mary Thayer to Wed A.R. Thayer

Albert Rufus Thayer of Boston, son of Mr. and Mrs.
George B. Thayer, and Mrs. Mary Emma Thayer,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Munroe, took
out a marriage license yesterday at City Hall. Mr.
Thayer gave his age as 31, and said that he was an
artist. The bride-to-be is a widow, her former
husband being George B. Thayer. “George B.



Thayer” is therefore the name of the bridegroom’s

father and of the bride’s former husband.

The American Artist and Etcher, died in October
1965 [in Boston]. His place of burial is unknown. 1|
did a search of all of the Massachusetts cemeteries
that were available online Internment.net and did
locate the burial place of his father George, his
grandfather Rufus II, and his great grandfather,
Rufus. They are all interred in the Central
Cemetery, Randolph, Norfolk County,
Massachusetts.

Mary (Munroe) Thayer was born in 1868, and was
therefore age 41 when they married.

Some examples of Albert’s work:

Oil painting entitled “Old Ice House.” Oil on
canvas 16 x 20 inches.

Oil Painting Entitled “Putting Up the Sails.” Oil on
canvas.

Oil Painting entitled “Bailey’s Island, MA.” Oil on
canvas 7.5 x 9.8 inches.

Etchings printed on thick-wove paper with full
margins:

Harbor View - probably depicts the harbor of either
Rockport or Gloucester

New England Winter — Impression of New England
Winter

Shoreline Scene — Depicts ducks in flight over a
peaceful lake

Street Scene France — One of Albert’s European
etchings

John Howard Thayer

One of the photos in Mary Thayer’s album is of her
husband, Albert Rufus Thayer, looking at his
painting entitled “Madam Bokie.” There is also a
1940-1sh 8x10 original photo of Madam Bokie, in

which she signed “with love & best wishes.” I have
no information on who she was.

Albert Rufus Thayer and his painting of "Madam
Bokie"

Continues John Howard Thayer:

[ found nothing on this painting. However, I am
sure that he did many more paintings and etchings
than are listed above. They may be in museums or
in private collections.

How true this turned out to be! The following
photograph and E-mail message was sent to me 2
Nov 2008 by correspondent Philip Longmire,
nephew of Hildajane Miller, pictured in the Albert
Rufus Thayer painting below:

A.R. Thayer painted a portrait of my aunt Hildajane
Miller, a resident of Boston, who was administrator
of the Elizabeth Carleton House, a home for
seniors, on Woodbine Street. The portrait is now in
my possession as my aunt recently died in
Worcester, Massachusetts. I am trying to confirm
the date in which Thayer painted her portrait. My
aunt moved to Boston in 1955 and my
understanding is that A.R. Thayer died in 1955
[sic]. This would seem to indicate that this portrait
is one of the last works by A.R. Thayer.



Albert Rufus Thayer painting of Hildajane Miller

Although the scrapbook included a number of
articles on Albert Rufus Thayer and his paintings, I
found the following article of particular interest and
hope that the reader will agree. Unfortunately, I
could not find a better example of the painting than
appeared with the accompanying faded article:

Famous Indian Has Picture Painted By Artist
Chief Rocky Bear Worth More to Government
Than 10,000 Soldiers
Sees Likeness of Himself Done in Colors in Two
Sittings.

While Wild West Outfit Looks On in Wonder.

at Buffalo Bill's show by Albert R. Thayer of The
Journal Staff.

Chief Rocky Bear won’t forget his visit to Boston
for a long time to come. For in spite of his varied
career, covering nearly seventy-two years, he
experienced while here the sensation of seeing a
portrait sketch of himself in color, done in two
sittings.

Albert R. Thayer, of the Journal staff made the
sketch in oils under strange circumstances and amid
strange surroundings. The marvelous head of the
old chieftain at once appealed to him and there was
no rest until sittings had been arranged. On
Tuesday morning, off to the end of Buffalo Bill’s
arena, where the canvas skyline of the Rocky
Mountains gently melts into the men’s dressing tent,
the work was commenced. On a battered old
kettledrum sat the ancient chieftain clad in the full
panoply of the old time Western warrior.

On a house bucket sat the artist, his easel steadied
by a tent peg and a guy rope. For one hour Tuesday
morning and two hours Wednesday morning the
work progressed, the progress being followed by
remarks in nearly every known language. The
Cossacks spilled consonants meaning compliments,
white the Indians grunted their approval in their old-
time way. The little Japs pushed the big Mexicans
out of the way and the Italians and Germans from
the cook tent came over to see what it was all about.

“Bueno,” said the chief when it was finished. He
speaks no English, in spite of eighteen years he has
spent with the show. But he was perfectly willing
to talk with the aid of an interpreter. He was born
nearly seventy-two years ago in western Nebraska,
where he lived for many years, following the bison
herds, until the arrival of the whites with their
smoke wagons, when he moved on to the Far West.
At no time was he ever hostile to the whites, and
says that the only time he ever fired on white men
was when he and his hunting party had been fired
on from a fort. Then there was retaliation — how
much Chief Rocky Bear does not say.

During the Custer campaign Rocky Bear was acting
as a scout for the army forces, and at the time of the
death of Yellow Hair he was only a few miles away
with a scouting party under the command of Capt.



Cook. The old man carries his years well, and,
while his age incapacitates him from active arena
work, he is indispensable to the show. His word is
law, but to those on the reservation. “The George
Washington of the Indians” is what they call him.

His family affairs are a little mixed, according to the
free-handed interpretation, for, said the interpreter:
“He say he have two wife, one die last year. He
have six girls and one boy. Five girls in
government school in Nebraska.”

Lineage:

Albert Rufus Thayer was born 19 October 1878 in
Concord, Middlesex, Massachusetts, the son of
George Burder8 (Rufus7-6, Hezekiah5-4,
Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER and Caroline
Eunice HILDRETH.

In a future article I will write about my
correspondent seeking information on Emeline
(“Emma”) Buckingham Beach, the second wife of
Artist Abbott Handerson Thayer, and an artist in her
own right.

Here’s hoping everyone enjoyed a wonderful
Thanksgiving holiday, surrounded by the warmth of
family and loved ones. Patricia

Famous Indian Has Picture Painted By Artist
Addendum

John Howard Thayer found additional information
on the subject of Albert Rufus Thayer’s subject,
whose “Chief Rocky Bear” name was used as a
performer in Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show. He
was actually “American Horse, the younger “
(Wasechum Tashunka). He was born in 1840 and
was one of the most clever and fast-thinking chiefs
of the Sioux tribes. He was named after his Uncle,
American Horse, the older, who had raised him
after his father was killed in battle as a young man.
The uncle also later died in battle in 1876.
American Horse was an eager peace talker where he
lived in Nebraska. Feeling that resistance was
fruitless, he spoke for peace with the Whites, and in
1876 became a recognized leader and got his name.
Before that he was called Manishnee (meaning
cannot walk). He became a well-known chief and

the Army made use of him and his men as scouts.
He was a firm believer in education and his son,
Samuel, became one of the first students at the
Indian School in Carlisle, Pennsylvania.

Credit to: Denver Public Library, Western History
Collection.

American Horse the younger, 1898.
Photo David F. Barry

Readers will enjoy viewing the superb photos of
Rocky Bear/American Horse the younger, who died
in 1908, at the Little House on The Prairie the
History of North America’s Native People and the
Wild West web site:
http://hem.passagen.se/native/photoamericanhorseu
s.htm




Frances Thayer Thurston,
Pioneer of 1810 in

Berkshire Township
[This tribute adapted by Judith Miley Freed from an
original tribute written by George N. Thurston in May
1958.]

Submitted by Lolita Thayer Guthrie, article was printed
in the Delaware Genealogist Newsletter, Fall 2010.

Frances Thayer Thurston, ancestor of Warren
Owen, Mary Elaine Ebert, and Susanne Stentz.

A tribute to Frances Thayer Thurston was first
written by George N. Thurston, over 50 years ago,
and was read at the May 1958 annual dinner of the
Delaware County Historical Society (Ohio). The
following is an adaptation of George’s original
words:

In paying tribute to my great-grandfather, Frances
Thayer Thurston, I think of all the brave women
who left comfortable settlements in [eastern US
states] where stores, schools, and churches had
already been established. These women braved the
rugged life of the Ohio wilderness!! About 1810
from Whitehall, New York, just south of Lake
Champlain, and over the mountains, came the
Thurston family — husband D.G., wife Frances, and
six children ages 1 through 12. What a trip!! 700
miles! Try to plan such a trip yourself. What did
you forget? You can’t go back after it!
Nevertheless, the Thurston family all arrived safe
and sound, arriving in Berkshire with the horses on
a trot (according to the son Joseph, then age 8).

While the husband ran a mill and carved a farm out
of the forest, his wife Frances established family
life in the cabin. She looked after the food supplies,
made butter, baked bread, made her own soap,
preserved foods for the winter, carded, spun,
weaved, and knitted by hand. Then she also taught
growing girls to do all of these things too... an
original 4-H club!!

After three years in Ohio, Frances became the
mother of six more children, and then in 1825 little
Barbara was born. There were thirteen children in
all, six New Yorkers and seven Buckeyes! Later all
thirteen of these children married and had children

of their own which became eighty-eight
grandchildren in all! And of those eighty-eight, 51
were girls! Three of Frances’s sons each named a
daughter Frances, and six of her daughters did
likewise!

A short biography, carved on a marble slab, stands
in the Eden Cemetery (at Kilbourne) which simply
states: “Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord.”
That last line seems wholly inadequate. Let’s
change it: “Blessed is she for the life she lived, for
her courage, for her versatility, for her industry, and
above all for he beautiful faith.”

Notes from the President’s Wife
By Carolyn Morton

Toward the end of September, Al and I took a color
tour across our state of New York to visit the
Thayer Hotel 10 years after our reunion there. 1
thought you might enjoy hearing about our trip and
especially our experience at the hotel.

The checkpoint at Thayer Gate is no longer manned
by West Point Cadets with their polish and military
manners. The rent-a-cops in camouflage need to
take about six months of acting classes in addition
to their other training if they are ever going to pass
themselves off as professionals. I hope they give a
more thorough inspection than it felt like they did. I
don’t know, maybe it was just the lack of
professionalism that made me scoff at their efforts.
In the middle of the night they spent their time
chatting with an officer in a police car, and you
know that real military personnel would never do
that!

Ten years ago, we were under the impression that
the South Wing was on the chopping block with the
bulldozers anxiously awaiting our departure so they
could begin demolition. Our room on this trip was
all the way down at the end of that corridor, the last
room on the left. Everything was pretty much the
same.

The “new” owners 10 years ago had big plans, and
they talked a good story, but their plans were never
carried out. Like Black Beauty when she was sold



to the junk dealer who beat her mercilessly, over the
past ten years the Thayer Hotel has been beaten up
and abused. On the surface it still appears much the
same as it did back then, but when looking deeper,
it’s easy to frown at the falling plaster that was
freshly painted in place — not even glued to the wall,
but just painted as it hangs! Now, I have no idea
whose idea that was, but that’s not even an
acceptable band-aid, in my opinion!

Do you remember the gorgeous holly bushes that
were just outside the window-wall where we had
our banquet? Well, they had evidently been dug up
and replaced with Pachysandra. I don’t have a clue
what their thinking was there!

But like Black Beauty, the great bones are still
strong and inviting. The architecture is still an
invitation to reminisce about an earlier time when
good manners were common. The hotel now hosts
weddings small and large, military and private, and
they also conduct empowerment seminars. It’s
buzzing with activity, and the staff is upbeat and
professional. They appear determined to make the
hotel a “go-to” place for major life events. I think
they’ll succeed in the long run.

Al and I also took the West Point Tour bus again.
That was a huge disappointment. I called them later
and just told them that what they provided was not
acceptable. Instead of a regular tour bus, we
happened to get the school bus, and Al just
happened to get the seat over the wheel well. And
they never even offered to discount our tickets, so I
just told them that I’d let everybody know that if
you don’t want to be cramped over the wheel well,
and listening to a guide who swallows her voice so
you cannot even hear what she’s saying, then if you
pay for your tour and you happen to be there on a
day when they’re using the school buses, don’t
hesitate to demand to either get a huge discount or
your money back. A two hour tour in the wheel
well seat isn’t a good time for people of a certain
age.

I definitely want to go back in about a year to gage
the hotel’s progress. The walks along the river are
every bit as romantic and sweet as they were ten
years ago, and the giant oaks with their 4-foot
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diameter trunks will still be standing guard over the
site. It’s comforting to know that some things are
constant.

In Defense of Bezaleel Thayer
By Jerry Thayer

Most serious researchers of the Thayer name in the
United States in the past century have started with
an 1874 publication by Bezaleel Thayer. It had the
ostentatious title of Memorial of the Thayer Name
from the Massachusetts Colony of Weymouth and
Braintree, Embracing Genealogical and
Biographical Sketches of Richard & Thomas
Thayer, and their descendants, from 1636 to 1874.
Quite a title for a book, one of the longest I have
seen. There was an earlier Thayer Genealogy by
Elijah Thayer in the mid 1800s but it was much
smaller in coverage of the family.

My mother paid big bucks for an original copy of
the Bezaleel book since my family was covered in it
down through my great-great grandfather Daniel
Corbitt Thayer. When I finally became interested in
my family history, I bought two reprint copies
printed by the Braintree Historical Society in 1976.
Once I began to look at published vital records from
the state of Massachusetts, Rhode Island and
Connecticut and compare them with Bezaleel’s
book I found enough errors to join those who I had
previously heard decrying the validity of the Thayer
data presented. Granted, much of the material in
Bezaleel’s book is essentially correct and in my
own line there are very few serious .errors; but I
expected more from the book.

Now, why is this? The material covered in
Bezaleel’s book was collected between 1859 and
1873, a period of only 14 years. At that time, there
were very few published vital records and I am sure
that in 14 years Bezaleel had no chance of visiting
every Town Hall in New England and County
Courts in the Mid Atlantic on his own. I know, for
instance that my great uncle, Charles Franklin
Thayer, gathered material on my family and sent it
to Bezaleel Thayer in response to an article placed
in his local newspaper asking for family
information. I am sure that Bezaleel got much of



his material from various Thayer families. There
was no way he could have checked it all except
probably the very early generations. So as many of
you know well, some of the family stories that
“Granny” told you were often in error and thus
appeared in Bezaleel’s book. Also, think of the
laborious job of sorting through all of the
information and stories that Bezaleel received and
trying to correlate it all with actual records and
histories already in his possession. There were no
computers to help; no genealogical programs. All
was done by hand, on paper, and pulled together for
publication. It was truly a mammoth effort from
which we benefited.

One of the main reasons I curse old Bezaleel is that
his book is still the easiest to find in libraries and
information found online, and we cons tantly have to
correct and explain in detail why such material is
incorrect. It seems we have to prove the proven
over and over again because there has been no
publication as complete as his in the years
following. Ojeda and Sprague did a lot of research
on the Thayer family in the 20" century, but much
of it is unpublished and exists only in manuscript
form. Patricia Muno, the TFA Historian, has
published the descendants of two of the immigrant
Thayers, Richard and Nathaniel, and, hopefully,
will complete and publish the Thomas line soon.

Even though at times I curse him, in retrospect, I
have to admire and be thankful for the 1874
Genealogy by Bezaleel Thayer as it provided a
running start for Thayer genealogists that came after
him. And the next time any of you hear me bad
mouth old Bezaleel, I urge you to smile and remind
me that he was the start for many of us in getting to
know the entire Thayer Family.

Revolutionary Soldier
Obediah Thayer

By Jerry Thayer

Obediah6 Thayer was born in Weymouth, Norfolk,
Massachusetts 12 August 1754 (Weymouth
published vital records), son of Obediah5 Thayer &
Hannah Beal (Obediah5, John4, Richard3,
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Richard2, Richard1). Obediah married 28 July

1777 in Weymouth to Rhoda6 Thayer his first
cousin who was born 9 Sep 1755 in Braintree,
Norfolk, Massachusetts (Braintree Town records),
daughter of Richard5 & Susanna Wild (Richards,
John 4, Richard3, Richard2, Richard1). Obediah
was buried 20 Oct 1825 in Quincy, Norfolk,
Massachusetts, (Quincy Christ Church Records) and
Rhoda was died 10 Feb 1816 (Quincy Town
Records).

Obediah and Rhoda had seven children: i. Ebenezer
(1777-1850); ii. Susanna (1778- ); iii. Lemuel
(1779- ) married 1804 Abigail P. Childs; iv. Rhoda
(1781- ) married 1804 John Foster; v. Hannah
(1782- before 1790); vi. Parnell (1785-1807); vii.
Hannah (1790-1869) married 1815 Lewis Cleverly.

Obediah Thayer was a Revolutionary Soldier who
had Revolutionary Pension S33195. He served as a
private in the Massachusetts Line in the Regiment
commanded by Colonel Greaton. He received his
certificate of pension on 15 May 1819 for a pension
of eight dollars per month.

He first enlisted for a term of one year in December
1775, from Weymouth, in the Company
commanded by Captain Jacob Gould, in Colonel
John Greaton’s Regiment. This was a half year
before the Declaration of Independence was signed
but hostilities had already broken out in
Massachusetts. During the year of his service he
served in New York, on an expedition to Canada
and in Massachusetts. Unfortunately the pension
record documents do not include a description of
the expedition to Canada.

According to the “History of Weymouth,
Massachusetts” (1923); at a Town meeting on 23
December 1776 they voted to raise 198 £ (pounds)
to pay the 22 men who had served in the
Continental Army with Lieutenant Kingman and
that each man would have 3 £ per month of service
additional to the Province or Continental wages for
the term of three months. Obediah Thayer Jr. and
his brother Ebenezer Thayer were named as among
the 22 men who served.



Following his service in the war he married and
lived in Weymouth where his children’s birth was
recorded. He is in the 1790 census Weymouth but
by 1792 he was in Roxbury Massachusetts, a
neighboring Town as he administered his brother
John’s estate as a resident there and he is listed in
the 1800 census in Roxbury. By 1810 he was back
in Weymouth and by 1820 lived in Quincy where
he went to the court to see if he could increase his
pension.
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Scan shows Obediah’s signature.

In a session of the Circuit Court of Common Pleas
for Norfolk County Massachusetts on 17 July 1820
he swore that he had no personal estate and that he
was a butcher who was “unable to work as a
consequence of age and infirmity.”

In 1820 Obediah is not listed in the census but is
living with his daughter Hannah’s family. The 1820
census shows 1 male 26-45 Lewis Cleverly and 1
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male over 45 Obediah Thayer in the Lewis Cleverly
household in Quincy.

Obediah died and was buried 20 October 1825
according to the Quincy Massachusetts Church
records stating he was buried “from the house of his
daughter Mrs. Hannah Cleverly.”

The Big Move

By Rodney Lee Thayer, TQ Editor

My first place of residence here in Chalong, Phuket,
Thailand, was a 3 story shophouse located on a
main road. A shophouse is essentially just large
open rooms, with sleeping quarters located on the
top floor. The first floor was my internet café, I had
16 computers setup in there, plus was transmitting
wireless to my computer in my office on the second
floor, as well as to 5 other customers outside of my
building, some as many as 100 meters away. The
third floor was two bedrooms, my wife, Rrayada,
and I lived in the smaller room as we installed an
air-conditioner in there, the other room was larger,
but cooling it would cost more. We had been in the
shophouse for five years.

Several months ago we sold off the computers from
the internet café and de-registered that business,
only to register another business, Rrayada’s oil
painting gallery. The computers were now five
years old and worked hard each day, maintenance
was becoming a chore to keep them all operational,
so selling them off was the best option.

In early November, Rrayada found a rental house in
a gated community that was going for the same
amount as our shophouse, so we jumped on that and
decided to leave the shophouse and move to a single
story house, that, and we were really tired of all the
stairs! The house is only 2-3 km from our
shophouse.

The house is nice, 2 bedrooms plus an office room,
large open living/dining room, and a semi- western
kitchen that has a small stove with an oven! (In our
shophouse, we had a Thai style kitchen, which is
outside, stove, was just a single burner on a
stainless steel stand, and no oven.



Now we have a yard on all sides of the house for
our three cats to play in.

First thing we did when we moved in was trim the
trees in the yard, many bamboo, palms, and other
trees. And the project going on right now is painting
the fencing white, the black fence was kind of
depressing. The picture below shows the house with
the black fencing.

The house came furnished, so we didn’t think we
would have that much to move, but it still took six
pickup loads to get everything here, plus my new
desk was delivered a few days ago, that is a truck
load in itself. A furniture business near our
shophouse wanted a website, so Rrayada worked
out a deal with them, instead of paying for the site,
she asked them to make me a large desk, they
readily agreed, and I have to say it was well worth
it, the desk is beautiful and quality built, I was
really impressed when they delivered it.

This desk is where your newsletter is produced!
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All the remaining items in the shophouse, our
fridge, the two wardrobes (built in closets are
unheard of here), our bed, the kitchen cabinet and
sink, and the stove stand are being picked up by
Rrayada’s sister and family in a few weeks, they are
rice farmers very thankful for the items.

Rrayada still has the licensed oil painting gallery,
sharing a place with a friend near our previous
shophouse, and still does painting classes here at the
house.

' Rrayada and one bf the cats, with the largest
painting she is currently working on, getting that
canvas to the house was a bit of a trick.

For those that would like to send articles to me via
snail mail, here is our address now, please use this
from this point forward instead of any previous
address I have published.

Lee Thayer

Parichart Village

35/136 M. 4, Luangphochaem Road
T. Chalong, A. Muang

Phuket 83130 Thailand

The address looks confusing, trust me, that is
correct, just write it as I have it listed.

Please use this address for submitting articles via
snail mail, yes, I still get them this way, or if you
want a postcard from Thailand, and your Editor,
send me your name and post address and I will send
a post card.



Thai Cooking 101

By Rodney Lee Thayer, TQ Editor
Chicken Soup (Thai Style)

This is a very easy and tasty soup and ingredients
should not be a problem to find. This is a basic soup
with no chilies added.

Ingredients:

2 Chicken Legs, skin on, fresh and large.

2 Chicken Thighs, skin on, fresh and large.

1 Medium Yellow Onion (slice in large chunks).
2 Potatoes (cut into pieces).

2 Tomato (sliced into wedges).

Pinch of salt.

1-2 tablespoons of sugar.

1-3 tablespoons of Soy Sauce.

Cooked Rice, optional to serve with the soup.

Preparation (very easy):

1. Bring about 6-8 cups of water to a boil on
medium high heat, then add the onion that has been
sliced into chunks. (You can add a % chicken
bullion cube if you like, but we prefer to just use the
chicken to make the broth, that is why the skin is left
on.)

2. When water boils again after adding the onion,
add the chicken, potatoes, and tomatoes, reduce the
heat to medium low for about 30 minutes.

3. Season with salt, sugar, and soy sauce to your
liking, spoon off the bubbles/foam on the top for a
clear soup. Simmer for about another hour. Add
more water as needed.

4. Before serving, you can remove the chicken skin.
Now how easy is this? Great soup, good flavor.
Spoon soup into serving bowls, serve with rice on
the side or as a starter to your main course. Serves

2-4, tastes great!

Spring 2011 issue, I’ll have a recipe for deep fried
hard boiled eggs!
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Plea for Articles
By Rodney Lee Thayer, TQ Editor

I am always in need of articles for the newsletters,
family stories, reunion stories, even your favorite
recipes! (I write the Thai recipes because I am
living in a unique place that most are not familiar
with.)

I invite everyone to write an article about a
deceased loved one, if you had a family reunion, an
article on the location, events, etc. would make
great reading for the rest of the family, think of it as
sharing information and maybe helping out another
family with their reunion planning. Every family
has a great recipe that has been passed down
through the years, great reading, and good eating for
the rest of the family, something worth sharing.

The greatest thing we have as a family association
is the ability to share information. You may write
about a particular person, another family member
may read your article, and think, “I know that
person!”

If you are going through a newspaper and see an
article related to a Thayer, please forward that on, it
can be reprinted with credit going to the newspaper
and the author. Obituaries need only credit to the
newspaper.

Officers and Directors of TFA

President: Albert Thayer Morton
thayeratm@aol.com

Vice President: Kate Welton Kuzmich
kwelkuz@earthlink .net

Secretary: James Loren Thayer
jthayer@ipapilot.org

Treasurer: Judith L, Young Thayer
jlthayer@aol.com

Directors: Madora Allin Boyd, Charles
Russell Thayer, Duane Erland Thayer, William

Russell Thayer, Barbara Thayer Knight




Thayer Families Association
Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form
Membership Chairman; Thayer Families Association; 785 Williams Street #303; Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above.

Please enter desired options:
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: Renewal:

Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: Renewal:

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or

brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount

times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated
above.

First member name:
Second family member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:
Most recent Thayer connection: birth & death dates if known:
Earliest known Thayer ancestor: birth & death dates if known:

Your Full Name(s)

Mailing Address: Number & Street: City,
State: Country, ZIP/Postal Zip Code

Telephone number is optional:

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes No
Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic in PDF format Paper
May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes No

E-Mail Address:

If this is a new application, how did you discover us?

Thank you for your membership!

If this is a NEW membership, name of person referring you:

Please mail the completed form and dues to:
Thayer Families Association; 785 Williams Street #303; Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
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CONTACTING THE TFA

www.ThayerFamilies.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, James Loren Thayer:
785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow , MA 01106-2063
Email: JThayer@ipapilot.org

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:
Patricia Thayer Muno, Thayer Family Historian
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762
Email: HIThayer@aol.com
Please include an SASE if you need a reply.

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright 1994-2010, all rights
reserved.) is the official newsletter of the Thayer Families
Association. Article selection and editorial is at the
discretion of the Editor and may not reflect views of the
TFA, its Officers, Directors, or members. All materials
published in the Thayer Quarterly will become the
property of the Thayer Families Association, and any
further disbursing will be at the discretion of the Board of
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Directors of the Thayer Families Association, and/or the
original author. Issues are mailed the first week of the
month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer
(Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from 1994 to
present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to
present is available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF
format, please specify paper or CD when ordering). Cost
is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for non-members,
checks only, payable to TFA. (TFA, 785 Williams Street
#303; Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063).

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to the
editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the
TQ. Photographs with a light background are appreciated,
and can be returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital
photos sent via email are also welcome. Send typed
articles to the TFA address or email the Editor with an
attached file containing the article. Articles and
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and
readability. Please provide sources, if applicable. Any
topics that are of general interest to members are
encouraged, and articles written by the Editor at your
suggestion or from material you provide, will be credited
to you. Deadline for submission to the Spring Issue is
February 25, 2011. Please send via email to:
simplewebs.lee@gmail .com



