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President Russ Thayer Seeks Your Assistance

A Letter from the P resident

I want to thank you for your
confidence in electing me once again to
have the honor of being the president
of the Thayer Families Association. It
is an honor to serve such a great group
of cousins.

I first joined TFA in 1995. It was
a difficult year for TFA through which
we came with flying colors. It was
at that time there was a need for a
Secretary, and I volunteered to give it
a try. At that time I lived in Hanover
Massachusetts and was close enough to
Braintree to collect the mail and keep
records. It was then that I met up with
the new leadership of TFA and have
enjoyed a fellowship with these fine
people since that time.

But that was then and now, some
17 years later, the TFA has grown in
numbers, has published a few books,
had provided a DNA project to verify
your line, and continued to provide
great resources through Patricia Muno
and others for those interested in
their genealogy. In addition, we have
moved the annual meetings all over the
country, from California to Michigan to
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Russ and CarolThayer

Houston and Virginia, to name some of

the places. So, as you can see, we have
done quite a bit.

So, what is in the future for TFA?
The answer to that question is up to you
who are members. You see, the same
group of leaders has been leading this
association since the early 90’s. We are
not getting any younger and sooner or
later we will have to step down and new
leadership will have to emerge. Thereis
a need for new ideas and new thoughts
on the future of TFA. There is a need
for others to step up and continue to
make this Family Association vibrant
and alive.

As I begin my term as President I
am seeking your help. We need your
input to answer the question, “WHAT
IS THE FUTURE OF THE THAYER
FAMILIES ASSOCIATION?”

I ask that you send your

suggestions and thoughts
to me at:

cthayer001@roadrunner.com

I can assure you that they will be
considered very seriously by the
Board. The answer to that question
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will determine the future of TFA.

It is not an answer that will come
easily or will it necessarily remain the
same for years to come. However, it is
a question that all organizations must
ask if they want to remain relevant
and want to encourage new and old
membership.

Please do not disregard this request.
Why do you belong to TFA? Why
should others join? What can we do to
provide for the needs of our members?
Are YOU willing to take an active
role in leading TFA to its next great
endeavor?

I await your responses with great
anticipation. Again, I thank you for the
privilege of serving as your President.
God bless you all.

Russ Thayer
Rev. C. Russell Thayer, President

New Genealogy Records
Improve Research Efforts

In the last few years the privately
owned Ancestry.com has grown from
a small Utah start up company to a
vibrant genealogical industry. It has
spurred a television show and provided
talk shows with “who are you?” focus
segments raising TV ratings for those
networks who take the risk.

Add to this growing interest by an
enlarging group of broken families
and unanswered questions of identity
and heredity and the genealogical fire
grows and grows.

Advancements in genetic research
of DNA has added levels of interest
not only in forensics but in hereditary
identification.

The LDS Church has welcomed
the world-wide interests as they
have increased the teams who daily
photograph records throughout the
world. Family History Libraries open
to the public now are available world
wide with new information being added
daily.



Upstate New Hampshire Reveals Thayer History

A Wonderful Summer F1nd The Thayer Hotel

By Rev. C. Russell Thayer

Carol and I had a
wonderful  experi-
ence this past sum-
mer. We had an op-
portunity to discover
a marvelous piece
of Thayer history in
upstate New Hamp-
shire. Purely by ac-

-

cident we came upon a place in Lit-
tleton, New Hampshire called “The
Thayer Hotel”.

The name certainly caught our
attention, so we entered the place to

discover
its history.
Were we
surprised
by what
we found.
Henry
Thay-
er, who
owned a
generall
store adja- |

cent to this property. He secured the
lot for a hotel.

By 1850 Andrew Scott and Jona-
than Nurs created a style of building
for the downtown of Littleton. The

hotel was built to conform to this ar-
chitecture and is primarily the same
today as it was then.

The entry of the hotel is an Italian-
style balcony braced by columns.
A fluted Doric colonnade supports
the Greek revival pediment with a
Gothic window. The roof is topped
by a lantern cupola and punctuated
by formal dormers.

It had running water and a spi-
ral staircase. The hotel was both
modern and elegant. This hotel was
listed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1982.
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This very unique hotel was built
by Henry Lowell Thayer (1817-
1892),
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This is how it looks today

A fascinating point in its history
took place on April 5, 1941. The

town of Littleton threw a gala birth-
day party for Bette Davis at the
Thayer Hotel. Moving on...

It is exciting to realize how our
family has had a part in the history
of this region. What a surprise to
what was otherwise a simple vaca-
tion.

According to the woman we spoke
with at the hotel Henry L. Thayer
was a descendent of Silvanus Thay-
er. I have not checked that out but
I am sure it can be validated by our
historian Patricia Muno.

Discovery Number 2

Fortunately Carol and I had a sec-
ond opportunity this past summer.
You may remember the story in the
summer TQ about Bill & Cynthia
Thayer who lost all their animals in
a fire in Gouldsboro, Maine?

Well, it just so happened that we
had the privilege of being in his area
while on vacation so we decided to
stop and take a chance he would be
there. What joyous visit we had.

Bill had just received the new
work horses to replace those lost in
the fire. He was out working in the
fields when we got there. However,
Cynthia ran out to tell him we were
there and we had a great conversa-
tion about his history with the farm.

Russ &Bill Thayer

He was unaware of the Thayer
Families Association and seemed
very interested in learning more. |
gave him my copy of the TQ, for
which he was grateful. I promised
to send him more information re-
garding TFA.

Truly it was an exciting summer
for Carol and me. I suggest to all
those who read this TQ that should
you have the opportunity to visit
anyone or thing that has to do with
the Thayer Family you will find it
most interesting. Write about it and
send it to the TQ. That is what this
Quarterly is all about



A Guide for A Newsletter Editor

You Don’t Have To Wear a Red Cape and Have an S on
Your Shirt, But It Helps To Have Skin Like Superman

Don Muno, Editor

When you are an Editor of a Family
newsletter you choose to place yourself
out there to show your strengths
and your weaknesses. But unlike a
politician, it’s not so easy to sidestep
and point to someone else, like the
Intelligence Agency, when error’s are
made.

You rely on others checking their facts
and seek forgiveness when something
goes to press that should not have. One
thing is for sure, you have to be on your
toes all of the time. There is no excuse
for overt errors in times of rushing to
meet a self imposed deadline.

Unlike the real world, you can step
aside at any time with little or no effort,
wishing Aunt Emma or Uncle Art the
best as they assume the Editor position,
knowing all along that burn out is
likely to take place long before the year
is up.

My hat is off to all of those brave souls
who have willingly served to inform
enlighten and entertain their extended
family tree members both near and far.
I’'m sure there is a special place in
heaven for them. That being said,
here are a number of valued skills and
knowledge to ensure success in your
next job as Family Newsletter Editor!

Before beginning to create this Winter
issue 0f2012, I’ve decided to jot down a
few guidelines for future consideration
by those editing the Thayer Quarterly.

First, I’ve used Adobe’s InDesign
as the software to create and design
each issue rather than a word processor
which is limited to all but simple page
design. As Adobe’s choice for layout
design, all of Adobe’s software works
at their highest level of compatibility.
This includes all major word processing
programs used by others to submit
stories for publishing.

Other Adobe programs such as
Photoshop and Illustrator work well
with photos and copy. The final
InDesign file is printed and saved as
a pdf file which is sent to the printer

or person responsible for the final
printing.

The pdf file format used for electronic
distribution is saved in a pdf format for
that purpose; it is stripped of layout
commands and reduced to a small file
format making distribution and opening
easy for members.

The second pdffile format is enhanced
with necessary quality commands to
print a file format for the printer which
is of higher quality. Pdf files once saved
limit copy and photo migration which
ensures that the copied files remain as
created.

My consideration for type font choice
is Times Roman used for body fonts as
well as headlines. Itis easy to read and at
the same time reflects an age old sense
of formality. In addition, because there
are many older TFA members, a larger
body font size is used. The exceptions
can be viewed in each issue where a san
serif font choice is used for separation
and contrast. (San serif means without
serifs, those small extensions to letters
which can help to distinguish letters
and words for easy recognition)

A file has now been saved which
includes the nameplate (recognizable
paper’s name), masthead (list of key
officers and editors), layout choices
such as columns, page numbering, etc.
The final page with mailing information
is also included and remains the same.

By using a template, hours of time
is saved with each issue. The volume,
issue and date need to be changed in
the template as each issue is changed.
(If you are in haste, mistakes generally
follow. A short story in the last issue
clarifies one of mine.)

Photo and copy layout is another issue
as is line spacing and letter kerning
(space between letters). (Now, should
the period be inside or outside of the
parenthesis?)

Helping the reader move from story to
story is accomplished by headline size
and placement along with photo use and
uniqueness of bold italic combinations
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and headline tags (short headlines often
underlined above a main headline.)

Headline sizes should visually
be different enough to separate one
story from another — 2 or more point
differences are common Writing heads
need to be informative and pull out key
information.

Captions need to add information
as well as identify. A variety of photo
sizes as well as story size needs careful
consideration.

Most people have heard the term
“lead” which identifies the first 30 or
so words used in the story, the first 3
to 5 being the most important of the
lead. Time taken to create higher
interest in the lead is important. Unlike
newspapers, newsletters are often read
cover to cover.

When looking at a printed page and
you feel something is awkward, it
usually is out of balance or missing
care in its formation. And while
magazines are often more creative in
layout, a newsletter can choose to be
somewhere between newspaper and
magazine format. Remember the old
saying “form follows function.”

I hope I have not bored you, but for
our next editor these considerations
may prove helpful and perhaps as a
reader you may apply this knowledge
the next time you pick up a newspaper,
magazine or TQ Newsletter.

I have not covered such things as
boxes, grey areas, photo quality, image
content, photo choices, establishing a
headlineschedule, copyreading options,
editorial content, flush or irregular body
copy use, caption placement, dpi photo
considerations or chaining dot patterns
when copying photos.

This information can further enhance
your skills both as a reader and editor
should you choose to apply or place
your name in the hat. Few readers
expect a family newsletter to be created
at this level of journalism. After all,

family information in a letter form is

what s most import to readers.



Can You Help Solve This Mystery ?

Col. Henry Jerome Thayer

Last month a mystery was
handed to me which I cannot solve
completely and any help would be
appreciated.

An unknown lady sent me a
posted letter which said: “Mr.
Thayer. I found the enclosed book
cover in a box lot at an auction
near Baltimore last year but with
no sign of the book. I didn’t have
the heart to throw it out. Perhaps
some descendant of Jechonias
Thayer would like to have it;
otherwise please give it a proper
burial in the trash can. Thank

you. Best wishes.” There was no
signature and no return address
on the envelope. The book cover
was very old and the hand writing
of presentation was in beautiful
cursive script.

O g #F ittt
o

ﬁ/ﬁilg{ﬂf }gn;:'cé ff{fﬂﬁjﬁ’;f‘l
éfg«f‘ﬁ:’wrﬂp - g,';.rr.-.j,z,; -M?._/J}‘;A*,i t
1506 : |
ﬁﬂf{‘-ir(‘;f{/&f};‘réxur.ﬁ; }—‘K;'.r-rl::l’l'
ﬁ-’?’;r;-- P n.v%f;/fﬁﬂ_-\nu ._ff«fl
fyﬁ" Zfﬁﬁ'&;r.ur: _.J:;,.rﬂc.u ﬂgfa};.r-.-_-.,.. )
Jmm.?’/ﬁ
u?‘z_l, 5&7: FEFE
J{N_Xc fé.ﬁ'ﬂ:ﬁ LRI O

The book was originally
presented to Jechonias® Thayer,
son of Solomon® Thayer, by his
uncle Ephraim® Thayer (James*,
Ephraim’, Shadrach?, Thomas') of
Boston in 1806.

Jechonias was born 24 Jul 1786 in
Braintree Massachusetts and it may

have been a birthday present on his
20th birthday.

Jechonias Thayer then passed the
book along to his grandson William
Lyman Ellison on 17 Jun 1861. I
have no idea as to the occasion but
it could have been a present for
his 12th birthday. William Lyman
Ellison was baptized 23 Aug 1849 in
the First Church of Braintree so he
could have been born in June of that
year. He was the son of William S.
Ellison & Sarah Hunter Thayer, the
daughter of Jechonias Thayer and
Elizabeth Ann McClure, his first
wife.

I have traced William S. Ellison
and his wife Sarah Thayer and find
them in the 1860 and 1865 census
in Boston so young William Lyman
Ellison would have been available in
Boston for his grandfather to make
him a present. I could not find the
family in 1870 nor 1880 but Sarah
is possibly the widow, age 63 born
in MA, who is boarding in Brooklyn
New York in the 1880 census.

I was finally able to locate
William Lyman Ellison in the 1880
census of Kansas City, Missouri with
his wife Mary but without children.
He was an insurance salesman and
they were boarding with Arthur
Ingersol, a grain merchant from
Maine. I lost him there. There is a
sticker on the book cover showing
M. D. Ellison which may be his
wife Mary or a child which I have
not located.

I would like to have returned
the cover to someone in that line
but I could find no children of
William Lyman Ellison; his father
William S. Ellison and Sarah
Hunter Thayer had only the one
child. Jechonias Thayer, the first
recipient, had only three daughters
with his first wife and the first two
died childless. Jechonias married
second 10 Oct 1820 in Charlestown,
Massachusetts, Abigail Hurd. They
had seven children. Four of the
seven had no children and one had
three but all three died as children.
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Of the two who had children,
Theophilus Thayer and Benjamin
Hurd Thayer, I have yet to find a
living descendant.

Theophilus was born 14 Aug
1822 in Charlestown Massachusetts
and died 2 January 1864 in New
Orleans, Louisiana. He and his wife
Georgiana Durna had five children.
The wife and at least two of the
daughters moved to Oregon and
one other daughter married a Dutch
citizen, a corn merchant, and they
moved back and forth from England
to the US. The other two children
I cannot locate as adults were
Theophilus Thayer Jr. born in New
Orleans about 1856 and Georgiana
Thayer born in New Orleans about
1858.

Benjamin Hurd Thayer was
born 24 Sep 1825 in Charlestown
and died 11 Jul 1895 in Newton
Massachusetts. He and his wife
Anna Sofia Badger, who died
in 1893, had only two children,
Benjamin F. Thayer and Harriet
Amelia Thayer. Benjamin F. Thayer
was born 25 May 1854 in Chelsea,
Massachusetts. I found him in Cass
county Texas in the 1900 census
married to the widow Alice C.
Grinder. Her daughter Eliza, age
15 was with them. I lose him there
and doubt he had children. Harriet
Amelia Thayer was born 5 Aug 1857
in Charlestown. She is with her
parents, single in the 1880 census
and I can find no marriage nor death
in the Massachusetts records for
her.

At this point I have no
one to pass on the book cover
and I do not want to destroy
such a link to over 200 years in
the past. If any of the readers
has a suggestion I would
appreciate hearing from you
at hjthayer@yverizon.net.




Titanic Tragedy Continues to Plague Family

Obviously Jack Thayer was much
more than just a survivor of the
Titanic sinking. I teared up when |
read the piece in the last TQ. Would
it be possible to print the attached?
He may have had a case of PTSD
caused by the Titanic episode and
the death of his son. God rest Jack
B. Thayer III.

John Howard Thayer

John B. “Jack” Thayer III:Obituary

Philadelphia Inquirer

Sunday 23 September 1945

J.B. THAYER, 3D, ENDS LIFE IN
AUTO

John B. Thayer, 3d, financial
vice president of the University of
Pennsylvania and a member of an old
Philadelphia family, who had been
reported missing since Wednesday, was
found dead, his wrists and throat cut,
in a parked automobile near the P.T.C.
loop at 48th St. and Parkside Ave.
yesterday morning.

Coroner J. Allan Bertolet, one of the
first to arrive on the scene after the body
was discovered by to P.T.C. employees,
said Mr. Thayer probably had died 40
hours before the body was found at
8:50 A.M.

The Coroner, who was accompanied
by his chief deputy, Matthew A. Roth,
said he believed that the death was a
suicide.

Frederick M. Thayer, a brother, of
Newtown Square, and Lieutenant
Governor John C. Bell, Jr., a lifelong
friend, identified the body at the
Morgue.

Mr. Bell said that Mr. Thayer
had been suffering from a nervous
breakdown during the last two weeks.
“The breakdown,” Mr. Bell explained,
“was due, I believe, to worrying about
the death of his son, Edward C. Thayer,
who was killed in the service.”

Mr. Bell said that he had reported Mr.
Thayer missing to the State Police when
the latter failed to return to his home in
Grays Lane, Haverford, Tuesday night.
The Lieutenant Governor stated that a
few days ago Mr. Thayer had “seemed
to develop amnesia.” Mr. Bell added
that Mr. Thayer had not been seen since
he left his office in the University of
Pennsylvania Tuesday morning.

The son, one of two who went to
war, was Second Lieutenant Edward C.
Thayer, a co-pilot of an Army bomber,

who was killed in action in the Pacific
last October, the first member of the
First City Troop to die in the Second
World War. The other son, John B.
Thayer, 4th, is a lieutenant (jg) and a
Naval Air Force pilot.

The P.T.C. employees who found the
body on the front seat of the car with
the feet under the steering wheel are
George E. Wharton, of 2036 N. 54th
ST., a supervisor, and Daniel Petetti, a
mechanic, of 1247 N. 54th St.

They said they first saw the auto-
mobile, a sedan, registered in the name
of his wife, Mrs. Lois C. Thayer, parked
adjacent to the trolley loop on the south
side of Parkside Ave. at noon Thursday.
When they saw the same car parked
there yesterday, they investigated.

The auto, with Mr. Thayer’s body
in it, had gone unnoticed by trolley-
car passengers and boys who played
football nearby.

The P.T.C. men, after finding the
body, telephoned police. Patrolmen
John Berry and John Joynes, of the 50th
St. and Lancaster Ave. station, took the
body to Presbyterian Hospital.

Deputy Coroner Roth, after the body
was identified, said that there was
no doubt that Mr. Thayer used razor
blades, which the police found in the
car, to kill himself.

Dr. Thomas S. Gates, chairman of the
University of Pennsylvania, in a formal
statement, declared: “In the death of
Mr. John B. Thayer, trustee, financial
vice-president and former treasurer, the
University of Pennsylvania has lost a
trusted and loyal servant. He has given
unsparingly of himself to his university
and to community affairs, and he had
redoubled his efforts in the war period,
especially after the death of his son,
Edward, in the Pacific, which was
followed closely by the death of his
mother.”

Mr. Thayer’s mother, Mrs. Marian
Longstreth Morris Thayer, died at her
Haverford home April 14, 1944, which
was the 32nd anniversary of her
husband’s death on the liner Titanic,
which sank after striking an iceberg
in the Atlantic.

Mrs. Thayer and a younger son,
Frederick, had been placed in a lifeboat,
while John stood with his father on
the Titanic’s deck when the ship went
down.

The younger Thayer was rescued.
(Note by PG: Frederick Thayer was
not aboard the Titanic and Jack stood
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on the deck with Milton Long-not his
father-as the ship sank.)

Mr. Thayer, who was 50, came from
a family which had long been active
in the affairs of the University of
Pennsylvania. In 1928 he was elected
a trustee, and on October 2, 1939, he
became treasurer of the university. In
February, 1944, he was appointed to
the newly created office of financial
vice president. He also was a director
of the bi-centennial celebration of the
University of Pennsylvania in 1940.

A graduate of the College of Arts
and Sciences at the university, Mr.
Thayer was active in athletics and on
undergraduate publications, and was a
member of the Phi Beta Junior Society,
Sphinx Senior Society and the Delta
Psi Fraternity.

During the First World War he served
a captain in the artillery of the 79th
Division, and was an honorary member
ofthe First Troop, Philadelphia Cavalry.
In 1919 Mr. Thayer entered the employ
of Lee, Higginson & Co., bankers, in
charge of their Philadelphia office.
He left that firm in 1932 to become a
partner in Yarnall & Co., from which
he resigned in 1937.

He also served as a member of the
managing committee of the university,
as a member of the General Alumni
Society Board of Directors and as vice
chairman of the Alumni Annual Giving
Fund Committee.

He also was a director of the Academy
of the Fine Arts, and chairman of the
board of trustees of the Haverford
School, of which he was a graduate.
He was president of the Philadelphia
Skating Club and Humane Society, and
his hobby was figure skating.

Mr. Thayer was president of the
Racquet Club, and former president
of the Bond Club of Philadelphia. He
was a member of the Rose Tree Fox
Hunt, the Rabbit Club and the Gulph
Mills Golf Club. His father was a vice
president of the Pennsylvania Railroad
and was a member of the class of 1882
at the University of Pennsylvania.

Mrs. Thayer, who was the former
Lois B. Cassatt, is a granddaughter of
the late Alexander J. Cassatt, former
president of the Pennsylvania Railroad.
Her parents were Colonel and Mrs.
Edward B. Cassatt. Colonel Cassatt,
a graduate of West Point, served
throughout the Spanish-American
War, Philippine campaign and the First
World War.



Revolutionary Soldier Jacob Thayer’s Records Provide
Insight to an American Farmer’s Life In the 1800’s

Col. Henry Jerome Thayer

The Taunton records burned so it
has made Nathaniel Thayer’s line
difficult to document.

Jacob* Thayer was the eldest son
of Jacob® Thayer (Nathaniel’, Na-
thaniel') and Sarah Wetherell.

He was born about 1755 prob-
ably in Taunton, Bristol, MA but
definitely in Bristol County, MA.
Jacob Thayer first married Dorothy
Monk of Stoughton, MA 2 Oct 1777
(Stoughton Town records, intention
27 Aug 1777), when he was about
22. At that time, he was of Easton,
Bristol, MA. Dorothy must have
died soon thereafter as Jacob mar-
ried second, Wealthy Crossman 3
Aug 1780 (Easton Town records,
both of Easton). They were married
by Rev. Archibald Campbell. Jacob
and Wealthy had seven children,
four sons and three daughters, be-
tween 1782 and 1793 in Easton.

The family remained in Easton un-
til 1808 when they moved to Pitts-
ford, Rutland, VT. Based on his
service in the Revolutionary War
as a private in the Massachusetts
Line,

Jacob was placed on the pension
rolls as 12896 on 30 Jun 1819. Ja-
cob was then required to list his as-
sets and was granted a pension of
$96 per annum. Jacob died in Pitts-
ford, VT., 11 Feb 1836 (Pension re-
cord). On 17 Sep 1838, the widow
Wealthy Thayer applied for a wid-
ow’s pension which was granted on
4 Mar 1843 at the rate of $40 per
annum. (Widow pension W25477).
Wealthy was living with her son
Solomon and most probably died

before 1850 as I can find no further
evidence of her and the pension re-
cord is silent as to her death.

Jacob Thayer’s application
to be placed on the pension rolls
states: (some punctuation added for
clarity)

“ To the Secretary of the De-
partment of War of the United
States”

“Jacob Thayer of Pittsford
in the County of Rutland & State
of Vermont respectfully applies to
be placed on the pension list of the
United States agreeable to the pro-
vision of an act of Congress dated
18th March 1818 entitled an act to
provide for certain persons engaged
in the land and naval service of the
United States in the revolutionary
war.”

s/Jacob Thayer

“Pittsford April 4th 1818

I Jacob Thayer of Pittsford
in the county of Rutland & State of
Vermont of the age of sixty three
years being duly sworn do depose
that I was engaged in the service
of the United States in the revolu-
tionary war against the common
enemy on the continent, that in the
commencement of the war I lived in
the Town of Easton Massachusetts,
that I enlisted on the first of May
1775 for eight months and about
three weeks before that enlistment
expired I enlisted again under Capt.
James Perry, Col. Sargeants Regt.
for one year Massachusetts troops,
that I went to New York and served
out the term of my enlistment there
and on the river above (Hudson)
and when discharged at Peakskill
about the last of Decr. 1776, and 1
further say that I was out several
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times in the alarms in the course of
the war. I further state that I was
at the close of the revolutionary
war and have ever since remained
and as yet a resident citizen of the
United States, that I am poor and
dependent on my sons for my sup-
port and by reason of my reduced
circumstances in life I am in need
of assistance from my country for
support.
s/Jacob Thayer”

The application was attested to by
Thomas & Cornelius Gibbs and ap-
proved by the Court and signed by
Judge Thomas Hammond.

On the 26th of June 1820 Jacob
Thayer was required to list his as-
sets; they were:

1 mare 15 yrs old for which I paid
$20. 3 years ago last fall, 1 small 3 yr
old colt, 4 yearling steers, 1 yearling
heiffer, 2 hogs, 2 calves, 4 sheep, 1
scythe, 1 __ hoe, shovel & tongs,
1/2 drift chain, 1 ax.....7 old kitchen
chairs, , 1 foot spinning wheel, ...1
clock....1 broken looking glass, 2 ci-
der barrels, 2 barrels iron beer, 1
shovel, flax make bushell basket...1
old collar & trace chains, loom....2
old iron candle sticks...1 broken
kettle...more kettles...iron wash
tub, a list of dinner ware & bottles,
2 pitchforks...wooden salt mortar...
bible, book called american
spelling book.... I am by occupation
a farmer but have no farm. [ am un-
able to labor by reason of old age
& .....of 1st of March 1819. I have
a wife 59 years of age worn out by
her labor & old age. I have a daugh-
ter Lucy 20 yr old in good health
& a granddaughter named Betsey
Thayer in her tenth year who I have
undertaken to raise up at the age of



Jacob Thayer (cont.)

6 weeks and is now 9 yrs old and
dependent on me for support. I am
indebted to James Perry of Mass
in $130 in a judge & sundry small
debts to( d)ious persons in a ...of
$50. all now due. I have an action
against Thomas Gibbs of Pittsford
of $57.10. & an acct. against Jede-
diah Johnson of $2. The debt against
Gibbs I never expect to receive any
part of & the other demand is very
poor.
s/Jacob Thayer

On 17 Sep 1838 Wealthy
Thayer, residing in Pittsford, aged
77, made application in court for a
widow’s pension. She swore that
she was the widow of Jacob Thayer
who had been granted a pension of
$96. per annum and that his declara-
tion had been accepted and was in
the War office of the United States.
She swore that she was married to
Jacob on 3 Aug 1780 and that Jacob
died 11 Feb 1836. She swore that
she was not married to him prior to
his leaving service but prior to 1 Jan
1794. (the regulatory date for pen-
sion applicants) She made her mark
before Judge William Hill in Rut-
land County. A certificate of mar-
riage by the Town Clerk of Easton
dated 31 Aug 1838 was submitted
with the application showing that the
marriage took place on 3 Aug 1780
in Easton. To complete the docu-
mentation Solomon Thayer, son of
Jacob and Wealthy, was sworn in
in Court by Judge William Hill on
17 Sep 1838. Solomon swore that
he was of Pittsford and 51 years of
age. He further swore that his father
was receiving a pension of $96. per
annum and that he died in Pittsford
11 Feb 1836 and that his mother,
Wealthy, had not remarried since
her husband’s death.

Patricia’s Mailbox

Morons Then and Now, What’s New?

The Following Message received
From Gordon David Thayer. His
mother passed away at age 100.

Tricia,

I, too, have heard the story that
when Congress found out that a
large portion of the 1890 census had
burned in a fire, they ordered the
rest destroyed also. Actually, a few
pages did survive, but not enough to
be useful (unless you are very, very
lucky!). Morons then, morons now.
What’s new?

Thank you for your birthday wish-
es for my mother. It might interest
you to know that she became of-
ficially the longest lived person in
the history of our family (insofar as
I have been able to discover it) on
June 30, 2010, when she surpassed
the age at which the former record-
holder passed away. She was my
great-great- grandmother, Wealthea
Ruama Delaplain, who was born in
Alton, Madison Co., Illinois on 19
Jan 1823 and died on 10 Oct 1920 at
her daughter’s house about 8 miles
north of Park City, Stillwater Co.,
Montana, aged 97 years, 8§ months
and 22 days. My mom has been
“piling it on” ever since then!

My family history, The Tie That
Binds, has been printed and sent to
the bindery in Silverton, Oregon.
Volume One, on my father’s side
of the family, has 918 pages count-
ing plates, etc. Volume Two, on my
mother’s side of the family, numbers
512 pages. Altogether, 1,430 pages.
What a job! It took me 10 years to
finish this project, and I consider it
my life’s work. Volume One index-
es about 3,500 individuals (not all
of them direct ancestors), and Vol-
ume Two, another 1,133 individu-
als. Volume One as bound will be
about the same size as your Com-
prehensive Volume 4; my Volume
Two, about the size of your Volume
3 (I have copies of both volumes of
your comprehensive series).

To say I’'m a bit tired after all this
work would be putting it mildly. I
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imagine you have found the work
you’re doing on the Comprehensive
series to be grueling as well. I can
well understand why.

I wish you the best in finishing
your monumental task of chroni-
cling the entire Thayer families of
America!

David

ERRATA:

It has recently come to my at-
tention that I have the wrong bio-
graphical information in the notes
of Nancy L. Thayer (#4780) in
Volume V of A Comprehensive
Genealogy of the Thayer Family
of America!! The genealogical in-
formation associated with Nancy
is correct, but the notes about her
being the award-winning author,
Nancy Thayer, is in error.

Also, Nancy had only two hus-
band’s, Jim Hoch and John Tall-
man. The identity of the Author,
Nancy Thayer is still unknown.
Her biographical information can
be found at: nancythayer.com/bio.
Thanks to David Stanley Thayer
for helping to bring this error to
light. Patricia

"TIS THE SEASON
Time to Order your
missing copies of A
Comprehensive Ge-

nealogy of the Thayer
Family of America

now available from the
Author at Utah home
address of 3618 N. 225
E. North Ogden, Utah
84414.

triciamuno (@aol.com




Why Does My Y-DNA Test Show I Am Not a Thayer?

Kate Welton Kuzmich, Thayer DNA
project administrator

My dad was a Thayer, why does
my Y-DNA test indicate that I’m
not related to the Thayer family?

- Adoption. Sometimes
changes in family structure are lost
over time.

0 Atown is hit by an epidemic,
typhoid, diphtheria, or other disease
and entire families are decimated,
leaving orphaned children. The
children are taken in by female rela-
tives and raised within their fami-
lies, within a few generations the
knowledge of the biological family
is lost. Or the children are taken in
by neighbors who move away and
the knowledge is lost.

0 A woman has a child, out-
of-wedlock, and the baby is given
to a female relative to rear, the child
is unaware and the greater family
never reveals the “secret”.

0 A woman has a child in a
marriage and is widowed while
the child is very young, her second
husband raises the child as his own,
giving the child his surname, the
child is told but never considers the
knowledge relevant so does not re-
veal it to his wife and children.

0 A man and a woman have
children easily. The woman’s sister
loses her baby. Her distraught hus-
band begs the first couple to give
their baby to him as he fears for his
wife’s health. The baby is given to
the sister to provide her comfort.
The sister goes on to have several
children and the baby remains in
her family. <This one from my fam-
ily.>

- Uncertain paternity. Our an-
cestors were human.

0 A child is conceived and the
mother marries a young man willing
to give her unborn child legitimacy.
0 Family struggling and hus-
band leaves for extended time. He
is feared lost. Wife in order to sur-
vive begins again with another man.
Husband returns. Child is raised by
reconciled husband and wife.

0 A child is conceived and her
family chooses to have the child
raised by her parents, as a younger

Letter to the Editor

sibling in the household.

- What we know is what we’re
told. Derivative sources.

0 Death certificates. The in-
formation is provided by an infor-
mant, not the deceased.

0 Birth certificates. The infor-
mation about the child is provided
by an informant, it may not be true.
0 Marriage certificates. Prior
marriages may not be revealed,
names may not be the same as
birth names, names may have been
changed for unknown reasons.

There are many other possible sce-
narios that could result in a Y-DNA
test that surprises us. The more one
pursues the hobby of genealogy, the
more surprises one finds.

‘I Love Texas, I Hope to Return’

Walt Knight

Kate Zuzmich did a great job of hosting
the 2012 TFA reunion in Sugarland,
Texas.

A highlight was the bus trip to
Washing-on-the Brazos, the birth place
of Texas, where delegates met to declare
independence from Mexico.

Our guide advised us the first
President of Texas was from New
Jersey. Who knew? I heard he made the
Texians an offer they couldn't refuse.
The delegates drew up a Constitution
as Colonel Travis held off the Mexican
army at the Alamo. They knew the
pen is often mightier than the sword,
and stayed until the Mexican army
approached.

We ate good, including a picnic,
steaks, and a trip to the Blue Bell Ice
Cream factory in Houston. Thayers
like to eat, so this stop was a must.
Blue Bell Ice Cream is not available in
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Washington state, so for me it was like
eating contraband, or drinking illegal
Coors beer back in the day, except
different.

We got rained on. So much for the
Texas drought, but I still got to go
swimming. After saying our good-
byes, Kate arranged for us to stay at
a friend s vacation home in Galveston.
Would you believe the whole town is
built on stilts because it got wiped out
during the last hurricane? Businesses,
hotels, homes, they 're all on stilts.

And, the ocean is warm! Fish jumped
out of the waves, possibly panicked by
my white legs. Even Madora got wet.
Always afraid of sharks after secing
the movie JAWS (also back in the day)
I made sure Madora didn't go out too
deep.

Vacationing in Texas was grand,
where everything really is bigger and
better. I hope to return soon to visit

family.



Mail Service ‘Then and Now’ Communications Change

Madore Thayer Boyd

This summer I lost a cousin. Our
grandmothers were sisters, and the
quotes I am sending for this article
were written by their family. I have
been given the originals of some let-
ters written and saved by the women
of our line.

As I write this looking at a computer
screen, planning to send it through the
‘air’ by pressing a button, I really ap-
preciate these letters. Any comments 1
am adding in will be in italics. Hope
you enjoy it also. There will be some
grammatical errors, etc. as I copied
exactly from letter.

Olmsted (Ohio) May 30th, 1863
Lucy I am going to Cleveland to mor-
row and will get a PO order of forty
dollars and send you.

I mailed a letter to you on the 20(th)
containing 10 dollars being what
money | had on hand at that time. Did
you receive it (?) I ment to have gone
to Cleveland sooner but could get no
chance to go, every body is so hurried
with their work. I hope the money will
not be long in getting to you.

I am going to Cleveland with Beuell
Sternes & wife. going out to select
some paper to repaper the Church.
we are going to have it varnished and
cleared up generally.

June 1 1 went to Cleveland as pro-
posed and tried to get a PO order but
they said the Mount Sterling was out of
their beat and my only way would be to
send a regestered letter.

So I will go to the Falls tomorrow and
get it under way. I would go today but
it rains.

Write as soon as you can let me know
it comes through all right. Also my
other letter with the ten dollars in it

Your Mother, P M Henry

Olmsted Nov 6th 1864
Dear Mother and Sister..... We got a let-
ter from Robert (her brother) Thursday
night the first we have had for about
four weeks  he is off with Sherman,
following after Hood, hardly had a few
minutes to write then. but there was

one of the boys whose time was out and
who was coming home and so he sent it
part way by him

---- but I must not stop to write any

more for the mail may go out before I

get this over there (to the post office)
Your sister Emma

Bartholomew Thayer Entered Revolutionary War
On 22 February 1777 With Mass. Infantry

Col. Henry Jerome Thayer

Bartholomew Thayer was
born 15 Jul 1757 in Braintree, Mas-
sachusetts (Braintree Town Records),
son of Peter4 (Ephraim3, Shadrach2,
Thomas1)Thayer and Anna Porter.

He was a revolutionary Soldier. His
deposition on 22 April 1818 stated that
he was a resident of Coshocton County
Ohio and that he entered the service
as a private on 22 February 1777 in
the first Company of the Regiment of
Massachusetts Infantry commanded by
Colonel Thomas Marshall in General
Patterson’s Brigade.

He further swore that he was breveted
to the rank of Ensign in the Fall of 1779
and continued as an Ensign in the same
Regiment for about a year until he was
commissioned as a Lieutenant in that
same Regiment. He further swore that
he continued to serve in that capac-
ity until 1783 when he was honorably
discharged according to the General
Proclamation of 1783. He served from
his enlistment in 1777 to the end of the
Revolutionary War.

He referenced a certificate which had
been forwarded with his application for
a bounty land grant.

Based on his deposition he was
issued Pension S40577 to receive 22$
per month commencing 22 April 1818.
His Certificate of Pension was issued
on 30 September along with an arrears
payment of $208.66, which was a con-
siderable sum in that time.

On 31 August 1820 he was
required to provide a list of his as-
sets to insure continuation of the pen-
sion. He swore that he was 63 years
old. He leased about 50 acres of land.
He owned a horse and a cow, various
household items, several books includ-
ing a psalm book, a geography and the
Life of Washington. He had $20 in cash
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and his worth was listed at $111.25.
Bartholomew Thayer’s signature on
the 1820 inventory was:
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tholomew Thayer Braintree Town re-
cords show that Bartholomew Thayer,
then of Peterborough New Hampshire,
published on 28 May 1+789, an inten-
tion to marry Elizabeth Blanchard. The
Peterborough Town records show the
marriage took place on 18 June 1789.
Elizabeth Blanchard was born about
1756, probably in Braintree, the daugh-
ter of Ephraim Blanchard and Polly
Hall. Her birth is not recorded.

Bartholomew Thayer was
listed in the 1790 federal census in
Peterborough, New Hampshire. His
household then consisted of two males
over 16, one male under 16 and and
two females. In the 1800 census of
Hillsborough County New Hampshire
Bartholomew there is on son, Ephraim,
age 10-15, and one unknown daughter
10-15. The 1810 census places Bar-
tholomew in Hancock, Hillsborough,
NH with one son, Ephraim, 10-25. In
the 1820 census Bartholomew and
his wife are in Tuscarawas Township,
Coshocton County, OHio and his son
Ephraim is close by in the same cen-
sus.

Elizabeth Blanchard Thayer
died 10 September 1825 in Keene
Township, Coshocton County Ohio
and Bartholomew Thayer died 11 Apr
1826 In Coshocton, Coshocton County,
Ohio. Both of them were buried in a
family cemetery in Keene Township.

Bartholomew Thayer’s son
Ephraim carried on the tradition of ser-
vice as a soldier in the War of 1812.



Civil War Display In Waterloo Iowa’s Grout Museum
Displays William Dick Thayer’s Civil War Letter

Don & Patricia,

still working on.

she sent.

Have a great day!

Last Thursday, I was in Waterloo, Iowa, which is a few miles from my
home. I went to the Grout Museum of Science and History to view their
display of Civil War quilts. While I was there, I headed over to the Five
Sullivan Iowa Veterans section of the museum. On my way there, the
Curator pointed out a display that is based on the letters of two Iowa
men who served in the Civil War. One of these two men is William Dick
Thayer. One of the individuals he corresponded with was Emily Abbott.
She eventually became his wife. This particular display will be available
for viewing until the end of December.

I was very surprised, to say the least. I came home and went through the
index of names listing in each of Patricia’s books, hoping to find him.
When I could not find him, I tried searching for variations of the name, as
I thought that perhaps he was actually Richard. I still could not find him.
My assumption is that he will probably be in one of the books Patricia is

As I am not sure if you are aware that the letters exist, I thought I would
pass this information along to you. My understanding is that they are now
the property of the Grout Museum. I asked the Exhibit Curator, Robin
Venter, if she would send me an e-mail with information concerning the
exhibit so I could send it to you. I have attached a copy of the information

Eleanor Hilbert

Waverly, Iowa

“It does me so much good to get
long letters from you. Don’t think
I get tired, for I do not. I could read
them 3 times as long without getting
tired.” Emeline Ritner October 19,
1863

During the Civil War, letters were of-
ten the only way for soldiers and loved
ones at home to stay in touch. Although
sending letters was slow and unreli-
able, when in the hands of the recipient
they were of great comfort. “For-
ever Yours, Your Own: Tales of Love
from the Civil War “captures the sto-
ries of two couples torn apart by war.
How they lived, loved and survived the
ordeal will be revealed in their own
words.

Original letters, photographs, arti-
facts*** and dioramas will enhance
the exhibit helping visitors learn about
the day to day life of the Civil War sol-
dier and the women and children left

behind on the lowa prairie.

Come experience the honesty and emo-
tion expressed in their letters and learn
from their own words what life was like
at war and on the home front during
America’s Civil War.

***Artifacts included will help enhance
the home front diorama including wood
burning stove, chair, table and other
artifacts that will help set the scene. In
the soldier scenario will be reproduc-
tion military equipment and uniforms.
On display will be an original letter
or two, writing utensils. The exhibit is
made up largely of a timeline and pan-
els as well as the diorama. Their words
from the letters are the main focus and
drive of the exhibit.

The exhibit is based on the letters of
two men.

When the Civil War began, 33 year old
Jacob Ritner was a teacher living in Ft.
Madison with his wife Emeline. Mar-
ried for ten years, they had five chil-
dren; Evangeline who died in infancy,
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Lulie age 7, Nellie age 5, Thomas age
2 and Kittie just 2 months old. As soon
as the call went out Jacob enlisted for
100 days promising to return home with
the family after his duty was over.

His first experience was as a private
with the Ist Regiment lowa Volunteer
Infantry entering into service on May
14, 1861. After 3 months, which includ-
ed the Battle of Wilson's Creek, Mis-
souri, the regiment was mustered out
in St. Louis on August 21. He returned
home to his family for a year where he
worked as a recruiter for the army until
September 27, 1862, when he was mus-
tered into service as 1st Lieutenant of
Company B, 25th Regiment lowa Vol-
unteer Infantry.

The 25th took part in many battles
including Vicksburg, Chattanooga, At-
lanta, and Sherman's March to the Sea.
Jacob would return on furlough two
times, the first after he was promoted
to Captain and the second after he was
wounded at Ringgold, Georgia in No-
vember 1863. He was mustered out of
service on June 6, 1865 in Washington
D.C.

His wife Evangeline had her strug-
gles with 4 children and taking care of
the home and farm. Their life at war
and on the home front is articulated in
their letters which show their hopes,
fears, dreams and strong love for one
another.  The letters are found, with
permission, in the book edited and
compiled by Charles F. Larimer. The
book is called “Love and Valor: The
Intimate Civil War Letters Between
Captain Jacob and Emeline Ritner.”

Both sets of letters include battle de-
scriptions, everyday life, sentiments of
love, and concerns and worries at home
and on the battle field. This exhibit is
focusing on the love aspect with other
things sprinkled in.

For more information on the 1st,
9th and 25th Iowa Regiments
check out the website http://iagen-
web.org/civilwar. It gives the of-
ficial reports including the entire
rosters.




(Cont. From Page 10)

William Dick Thayer

William Dick Thayer, who of-
ten signed his letters Dick, was a
22 year old single man from Jesup,
Iowa when he enlisted along with
his best friend George Abbott.

They were mustered into the 9th
Regiment Towa Volunteer Infantry,
Company C on September 24, 1861.
Company C was the color company
made up of flag bearers and musi-
cians.

Dick and George were musicians.
While in camp they often shared
their letters, taking turns responding
to friends and relatives back home.
George had a younger sister, Emily,
who was 14 years of age at the onset
on war. Dick also wrote to her plus
other friends. When George died
of wounds received at the battle of
Pea Ridge, Dick continued writing
Emily to console her as well as him-
self. They fell in love through their
correspondence and three years
later, after he reenlisted, he returned
home on leave and they were mar-
ried March 6, 1864. They spent
the rest of the war corresponding as
husband and wife.

After the Battle of Pea Ridge, the
9th Towa followed along with other
regiments including the 25th Iowa,
fighting at Vicksburg, Chattanooga,
Atlanta and Sherman’s March to the
Sea. After January 1, 1864, the 9th
and the 25th Towa were part of the
Iowa Brigade.

William Thayer survived the war
with few “scrapes”. He returned
home to Emily and eventually they
would have a son. The letters be-
long to the Grout Museum District
and include correspondence from
Dick to Emily, George to Emily and
friends, Jerusha to Emily, (Emily’s
friend). There are no letters from
Emily.

William Dick (Royal Olm-
stead 7, Jedediah °, Mlcah >,
Jonathan *, Josiah 3, Ferdi-
nando %, Thomas ')
THAYER and

Mercy MOFFETT.

Historian’s Correspondent Dies

Patricia Muno

Thayer, — "
CletusJo-
seph 87,
passed
away
Nov. 5,
2012.

Pre- ;
ceded in | L :
death by parents, Edward and Rosel-
la Thayer; stepmom, Zada; siblings,
Clayton, John, Marge and Ed.

Survived by very devoted loving
wife of 60 years, Rosemary; sons,
Mark (Tanya), Daniel (Val), John,
James (Tracy), Robert (Pam), Rich-
ard (Cele), William (Nicole); 15
grandchildren; 8 great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Beverly (Don) Lemm;
aunts, Rosella Clausin and Betty So-

.Jk

5"._.'_1

derholm; other relatives, Mike (Sue)
Thayer and Vicky (Tim) Lang.
Member of American Legion
#251, Lifetime member VFW #494
and Knights of Columbus #3656.
Served as a flight radio operator
with the Army Air Corps Air Trans-
port Command for 3 years during
WWII in the Pacific China Burma
India Theater (CBI). Mass of Chris-
tian Burial 10 AM Sat., Nov. 10 at
Church of St. Raphael, 7301 Bass
Lake Rd., Crystal. Visitation at
Church of St. Raphael 4-7 PM Fri-
day & 1 hour prior to Mass Satur-
day. Interment 10:45 AM Tuesday
at Ft Snelling National Cemetery.

Published in Star Tribune from No-
vember 7 to November §, 2012.

Loved Dorothea R. Wendell Passes

Dorothea R. Wendell (9 Nov
1925 - 5 Jun 2012 Menlo Park,
CA)

She was one of my very
sweet correspondents.  She
was thoughtful and consider-

Thayers Living Dur-
ing Ten Year Census
1920°s,1930’s &1940°s

The THAYER family
11,060 in the US Census 1940
9,925 1n the US Census 1930
10,045 in the US Census 1920
50,313 in all Census pre 1920
Census by States:

18,350 in Massachusetts

11,875 in New York

5,498 in Michigan
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ate of me in my time of need.
We traded prayers!

‘In the News’

Visit the following

link to Hear Super
Bowl Lineman Tom
Thayer’s Narrative:

Strong and True:
Tom Thayer - 125 Foot-
ball - University of Notre
Dame
In this “Strong and True”
moment, Chicago native
and Super Bowl champion
offensive lineman Tom ...
125.nd.edu/moments/
strong-and-true-tom
-thayer/




Thayer, Aimee Elizabeth
Thayer, Alethea “Lee” (Stoll)
Thayer, Ann Rita (Donlon)
Thayer, Anona T. (Kohlhoff)
Thayer, Arnold Melvin

Thayer, Bernice G. (Williams)
Thayer, Betsey Jean

Thayer, Betty Ann (Davis)
Thayer, Beulah Louise (Perkins)
Thayer, Blanche (Becker)
Thayer, Carl F.

Thayer, Carolyn Sue (Rychman)
Thayer, Charles Leddy

Thayer, Chester Edward
Thayer, Christine Elizabeth (Sears)
Thayer, Cletus Joseph

Thayer, Colleen Mae

Thayer, Constance Buryl LS
Thayer, Crystal J.

Thayer, Dan William

Thayer, David D.

Thayer, David Lynn

Thayer, Denzil F.

Thayer, Donald C.

Thayer, Donald Edward

Thayer, Doris E. (Gilbert)
Thayer, Doris Margaret (Nicholas)
Thayer, Edwin G

Thayer, Elva Verdel

Thayer, Erna (Blezinger)
Thayer, Ethel Florence (Hanson)
Thayer, Everett J.

Thayer, Forrest Carl

Thayer, Frances Elizabeth (Dugger)
Thayer, Frederick E.

Thayer, George P.

Thayer, George William

Thayer, Gerald W.

Thayer, Harland Leslie

Thayer, Harriet (Bingham)
Thayer, Harriet Martha

Thayer, Harvey Hill

Thayer, Helen N. (Ludeman)
Thayer, Hugh C.

Thayer, Jack E.

Thayer, James Edward

Thayer, James L.

Thayer, Jane

5 Aug 1957
Abt 1921

9 Dec 1916
17 Aug 1928
27 Aug 1941
3 Feb 1917
26 Feb 1942
15 Oct 1936
4 May 1912
7 Oct 1924
19 Apr 1940
26 Aug 1950
22 Jul 1926
13 Jan 1953
27 Jul 1918
26 May 1925
10 Oct 1929
29 Aug 1922
4 Feb 1936
25 Dec 1953
20 Nov 1949
11 Aug 1925
11 Oct 1928
10 Sep 1920
5Jul 1933

7 Oct 1910
7 Oct 1912
16 Sep 1941
7 Aug 1915
1 Jun 1933
4 Aug 1915
10 Mar 1922
12 Jan 1922
23 Dec 1919
25 Mar 1933
1 Oct 1928
12 Jul 1918
2 Nov 1924
20 Sep 1933
17 Mar 1914
2 Dec 1928
29 Jul 1927
12 Mar 1921
8 Sep 1958
18 Aug 1938
23 Feb 1933
14 Dec 1933
14 May 1912

Sooner or Later We All Find Our Names Lister Below

11 Apr 2012
17 Sep 2012
9 Oct 2012
16 Jun 2012
9 Jun 2012

8 Feb 2012
17 Nov 2012
31 Jul 2012
23 Oct 2012
9 Nov 2012
26 Mar 2012
9 Jun 2012
13 Nov 2012
26 Jun 2012
22 Jan 2012
5 Nov 2012
7 Jan 2012
7 Apr 2012
11 Nov 2012
5 Jan 2012
10 Jul 2012
6 Oct 2012
21 Jun 2012
9 Jul 2012

9 Sep 2012
19 Jan 2012
24 Nov 2012 age 100
13 Mar 2012
24 May 2012
29 Sep 2012
4 Jul 2012
25 Jul 2012
6 May 2012
31 Aug 2012
23 Mar 2012
15 Jul 2012
26 Oct 2012
3 Sep 2012
24 Nov 2012
16 Jan 2012
20 Jul 2012
6 Sep 2012
8 Apr 2012
25 Jan 2012
27 Sep 2012
11 Aug 2012
11 Aug 2012
26 Feb 2012
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2012 Thayer Deaths Total Ninety Three (93) As of Dec

Thayer, Jean Eileen (Gross) 9 Nov 1927 6 Jun 2012
Thayer, Jennilee (Gibson) 24 Oct 1931 19 Nov 2012
Thayer, Jesssica 18 Aug 1986 1 Dec 2012
Thayer, John D. 17 Jul 1929 9 Apr 2012
Thayer, John Davenport 19 Feb 1928 23 Feb 2012
Thayer, Jon F. 27 Feb 1954 28 Jan 2012
Thayer, Keith Lionel 2 Jun 1929 2 Jan 2012
Thayer, Kody D. 10 Jul 1996 5Jan 2012
Thayer, Lavonne Mabelle 3 Aug 1928 26 May 2012
Thayer, Lawrence Edward 13 Jan 1919 23 Mar 2012
Thayer, Louis C. 24 Aug 1939 10 Aug 2012
Thayer, Marilyn K, (Welch) about 1965 23 Nov 2012
Thayer, Mark L. 16 Oct 1954 25 Oct 2012
Thayer, Martha Lee 24 Jul 1937 27 May 2012
Thayer, Megan Lyn (Williams) 30 Aug 1964 28 Jul 2012
Thayer, Myong (Cha) 15 May 1940 4 Sep 2012
Thayer, Myron Dewitt 17 Jan 1941 28 Jul 2012
Thayer, Nathaniel Stearns 10 Dec 1924 6 Feb 2012
Thayer, Oliver Fairchild 21 May 1926 10 May 2012
Thayer, Orval V. 14 Jul 1920 5 Sep 2012
Thayer, Patricia Louise (Oldenburg) 14 Aug 1942 19 Nov 2012
Thayer, Patricia Sharon (Pihajlic) 18 Mar 1941 26 Jul 2012
Thayer, Peggy J. (Feiser) 1 June 1930 5 Oct 2012
Thayer, Peter Eugene 11 Jul 1947 3 Sep 2012
Thayer, Phillip Edward 17 Apr 1962 2 Oct 2012
Thayer, Phyllis B. 14 Nov 1925 18 Aug 2012
Thayer, Raymond K. 3 Nov 1942 21 Aug 2012
Thayer, Robert Atherton 11 Apr 1934 5 Apr 2012
Thayer, Robert Creig 11 Jan 1932 25 Jun 2012
Thayer, Robert D. 25 May 1952 24 Aug 2012
Thayer, Robert Frederick 20 Feb 1933 15 Feb 2012
Thayer, Rose A. (Russo) 5 Oct 1923 29 Jul 2012
Thayer, Roselan (Fravert) 18 Mar 1918 19 May 2012
Thayer, Sabrina A. (Hughes) 18 Jun 1955 12 May 2012
Thayer, Samuel James 24 Mar 1937 5 May 2012
Thayer, Sharon Diane (McCracken) 30 Dec 1962 9 Nov 2012
Thayer, Stanley G. 14 Oct 1927 7 Jul 2012
Thayer, Theodore James Henry 5 Jun 1933 29 Jun 2012
Thayer, Thomas Scott 10 Apr 1952 9 Jun 2012
Thayer, Tracy L. Abt 1955 22 Oct 2012
Thayer, William Guy 3 May 1915 15 Feb 2012
Thayer, William H. 21 Dec 1937 12 May 2012
Thayer, William Henry 22 Jun 1934 8 Apr 2012
Thayer, William Robert 11 Aug 19586 Jan 2012
Thayer, Wilmarth A. 21 Jul 1914 16 Jul 2012

*Special thanks is extended to my wife, Patricia Muno, who set aside her busy agenda to search Social Se-
curity Indexes as well as her extensive correspondence and data bases in order to gather the Thayer names
and vital data listed above. This project took 20 hours of focused effort.
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Thayer Query

Everyone Loves a Good Mystery

“Hello,[ ] A number of years ago in
San Jose, California we went to an
estate sale. In the front door closet
a rather forlorn cane was leaning in
the corner.

I must admit that we brought
it home - found the carved
names [Jinteresting- and put it in
the corner of out front door closet.

Now with internet | have tried to
find a reference to any of the men
who carved their names in this old
cane. They were in France Co
A115 Amm. TR. USA.

Of the dozen or so names is
THAYER. No initials-- carved near
the handle. I have rather guessed
that they were in a medical situation
and all carved their names into this
cane.

Would any of your family as-
sociation records show a “Thay-
er” who was in that company in
WW1?

We have no Thayers in our family,
but I would be pleased if some one
found a memento that was of our
family. I would be happy to reunite
this cane with a Thayer. Sincerely,
JLiz Gard “

The First World War is the most
difficult to research online and par-
ticularly the names of soldiers in a
particular unit. I have started to re-
search this mystery and here is what
we know so far:

The unit in question is Com-
pany A, 115th Ammunition Train,
a component of the 40th National
Guard Division. This Division was
formed in 1917 with it’s headquar-
ters at Camp Kearny, California.
It contained National Guard units
from the states of Arizona, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexi-
co and Utah.

It was deployed to France in Aug
1917 and most of the Division saw
little combat as it was designated as
a Training and replacement Divi-
sion. Some of it’s major units were
detached to other Divisions or Corps
but the bulk remained as a replace-
ment unit and therefore many indi-
viduals moved through it’s ranks.

The 115th Ammunition Train was
one of the units detached along with
the 65th Field Artillery Brigade and
moved to the Poitiers area of France
in September of 1918 to reinforce
units there.

Following the Armistice in No-
vember of 1918 the Division re-
turned to the United States and
demobilized at Camp Kearny in
California and Camp Lewis, now
Fort Lewis, in Washington State.
This demobilization took place dur-
ing March and April of 1919.

We have a number of Thayer’s
from the western states that served
in the First World War but I have

been unable to find any associated
with the 115th Ammunition Train
of the 40th National Guard Divi-
sion. There are some unit rosters in
the Later Day Saints Library in Salt
Lake City but they are unavailable
online.

If any of our members knows of
a Thayer who served with the 40th
Infantry Division of the National
Guard in that period, please let us
know.
I would be happy to reunite this
cane with a Thayer.
Sincerely,

Liz Gard

Lizgard@ATT.net

Golden Wedding Celebration
Recounts Years of Memories

Ann Bunker Weiser

Ann hasshared an article on Irene
Thayer and Nahum Bunker’s
golden wedding celebration:

A very pleasant gathering of
friends assembled at the residence of
Mr. and Mrs. Nahum Bunker on the
afternoon and evening of Monday,
May 27th, the occasion being to
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
their marriage.

Mrs. Bunker is the daughter of
Dea. Nathaniel E. and Deliverance
Thayer, who resided on the corner
of Middle and Union Streets, the
estate having been in possession of
the ancestors of the Thayer family
for more than two hundred years,
but recently sold to Mr. Libby, who
now occupies the premises.

Mrs. Bunker is the fifth of eight
children, three sons and five
daughters.  The only surviving
brother is Dr. David Thayer of
Boston and the only surviving sister
is Esther T., the wife of Thomas
Parker of Braintree. There were
seven of the surviving friends
present who witnessed the marriage
ceremony of Mr. and Mrs. Bunker
fifty years ago, one of whom was
Mrs. Sally Emmons, sister of the
mother of the bride, who is ninety-
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one years of age, and a brother-in-
law, Mr. Sidney Johnson, a venerable
gentleman of about eighty.

The united ages of Mrs. Thayer,
mother of Mrs. B., who died about
one year ago, and Mrs. Johnson,
who died earlier, were 167 years, 4
months, 16 days. The ages of the
two surviving sisters are 163 years,
16 days, making the united ages of
the four sisters, 331 years, 11
days. Mrs. Bunker is the mother of
fourteen children, seven of whom
are now living, six sons and one
daughter. Four of the sons served
their country in the last and great
rebellion, two of whom fill soldier’s
graves.

About forty of their friends were
present on the occasion, who
came bountifully laden with their
offerings. The evening was spent in
social and instructive conversation,
interspersed with songs and amusing
anecdotes ofoldentimes. There were
quite a number of valuable presents,
besides a very generous supply of
the needful, amongst which were
noticed a number of the real yellow
shiners. At a very respectable hour
the party retired to their several
homes, apparently well pleased with
the evening entertainment.



Ranger Elton Thayer’s Death Remembered

From: judydbloom@yahoo.com
To: TriciaMuno@aol.com
Went to Denali Nat’l Park in Alas-
ka this past Sept. and found yet an-

South Buttress

other Thayer. Didn’t know if you
knew about this man, but he was
a park ranger that was killed while
desending Mt. McKinley. Will try

to attach what I found out at one of
the stops along the way.

We are having a big wind and rain
storm right now, it’s headed your
way!  Judy and Frank
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Unexpected Guest Drives Car Into Tha%/er Home

MARSHFIELD , MA—

The stretch of road along South River
Street curves around a cranberry bog
and is known for its past accidents.
Brian and Patty MacKinnon have lost
three fences over the past three winters,
as cars swerved off the pavement into
their front yard.

Early Saturday, the Thayer family two
doors down lost much more.

Clifton and Dorothy Thayer and their
son, Jonathan, were forced to leave their
home after a car driven by a young man
plunged into its left side at the corner
next to the roadway.

The accident at 2:47 a.m. caused so
much structural damage that the house,
built in 1725, was ruled uninhabitable.

There was extensive structural dam-
age, Fire Capt. Louis Cipullo said. The
front of the house was supported with
braces on Sunday.

Police are investigating. There was
no further information Sunday.

”Fortunately, nobody was in that room
and that is the reason there were no se-
rious injuries,” Capt. Cipullo said. The
Thayers were asleep in upstairs rooms
at the time.

The American Red Cross provided
the Thayers with housing and emergen-
cy funds, and neighbors said they had
been staying in Brockton, Weymouth
and other locations.

The MacKinnons heard the crash and
called 911.

“We were asleep and it sounded like
a thunderclap in the house,” Brian
MacKinnon said Sunday.

“I just flew out of bed. The horn was
going. We threw our shorts on and ran
out. It was such a horrendous noise, it
lifted you out of the bed.”

A young man who had been driving
the car was walking around, alert, with
some injuries, and upset, they said.

Police secured the property and deter-
mined that the house was unsafe, with
water pouring out and challenging the
electrical system. Town officials came
down and shut off the electricity.

Patty MacKinnon said Cliff Thayer
told them that he has lived in the house
for 42 years and had “just been waiting
for something like this to happen.”

“It’s a bad corner; people drive very
fast on South River Street,” she said.
“I’ve lost my fence three winters in a
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row. They (the cars) usually end up in
the bog (across the street) but this time,
unfortunately it hit the house.”

Brian MacKinnon said the car appar-
ently first skidded in front of his drive-
way, then hit a large rock in front of the
house next door, then plowed into the
Thayer house, spun around and landed
on the ground facing in the opposite di-
rection.

The MacKinnons also said that fire-
fighters told them they heard a car go
by at a high rate of speed, a half mile
down the road, moments before the
crash.

On Sunday, neighbor Susan Sloane
drove by the Thayer’s house to offer to
help but found they were not there. “I
can’t imagine what it was like, being
asleep when it happened” Sloane said.
“The house is so interesting looking
that I always thought it would be a re-
ally neat place to live. But maybe not.”

Sue Scheible may be reached at ss-
cheible@ledger.com.

VIDEO: http://www.wickedlocal.
com/marshfield/news/x1526498798/
VIDEO-Car-crashes-into-Marshfield-
houset#tixzz26mkve



Chris Thayer Band Performs at Fender Center for Perf Arts

BY VANESSA FRANKO

LIVE IN RHYTHM

Have you ever wanted to attend
a show that you knew would be re-
corded?

On Saturday, Nov. 17 fans’ cheered
while being recorded for posterity
as the Chris Thayer Band recorded
its live performance at the Rhythm
Lounge at the Fender Center for the
Performing Arts in Corona.

Thayer, of Redlands, is best known
for his work with Inland blues com-
bo Big Papa and the TCB, but the
Chris Thayer Band has more of a
modern jam rock vibe.

However, while the band has nev-
er shied away from melodies, the
newest music is going in more of an
improvisational direction.

Proceeds from the show will go to
the Kids Rock Free program at the

The Chris Thayer Band recorded a live album at the Fender Center.

Fender Center, which provides free
and low-cost music lessons to kids.

Visit www.christhayerband.com for
more information.

Essex Thayer, Age 11, Elected Mayor of BizTown

The mayor of “JA BizTown” worked
hard for the money — all $18 of it.

His pay for the day, two paychecks of
$9 each, was play money that he could
spend only in BizTown.

But Mayor Essex Thayer, 11, cared
more about signing checks than receiv-
ing them. Wearing a red, white and blue
hat, which made him look like Dr. Se-
uss’ Cat in the Hat, the Homeland boy
sat studiously at his desk in City Hall.

“I have to run the town, making sure
all the wheels are turning correctly,”
Essex said.

“Like” explore baltimore county’s
Facebook page

He signed checks to the local post
office, an investment center, a car com-
pany and a cafe — for professional ser-
vices rendered, he said.

Essex was among 53 Gilman School
fifth-graders who spent the day at Biz-
Town, a 10,000-square-foot mock city
located in a converted office suite at
10711 Red Run Boulevard, in Owings
Mills.

BizTown is run by Junior Achieve-
ment of Central Maryland and is de-
signed to educate elementary school

students in Baltimore about business
and how the nation’s free enterprise
system works.

This year, 90 public and private
schools have signed up to send their
students to BizTown. Hampden Ele-
mentary/Middle students are scheduled
to go Nov. 21.

The city has a representative sampling
of sponsoring businesses one would
find in a real city, including Bank of
America.

Other BizTown sponsors include
Toyota Financial Services, Northrop
Grumman, CareFirst, the University
of Phoenix and Baltimore Business
Journal. All had their signs and logos
outside their spaces. There was a mock
TV and radio station, too, as well as a
cafe.

Sponsors pay Junior Achievement
a fee, and so do most schools, $30
per student, although scholarships are
available, said Kim Fabian, Junior
Achievement senior vice president.

Students prepare for their BizTown
visits by taking 19 classes in their
schools and assigning fellow students
administrative jobs at each of the Biz-
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Town businesses.

Essex ran for mayor in a crowded
field.

The goal is to prepare the students for

a day at BizTown.
“This is the culmination of (classroom)
experience,” Fabian said. “We think
that experiential learning is always
more powerful.”

At BizTown, students learn about
sales, budgeting, different careers, the
rigors of working for a living and the
importance of getting a college degree.

“They can wrap their heads around
being at work all day,” Fabian said.

They also learn the nuances of saving
money and getting deals and discounts.
If they spend some of their paychecks
to enroll at the University of Phoenix,
they get raises because they earned a
degree.

Gilman students made first, second
and third choices of where they wanted
to work in BizTown.

“I try to place them in the right shop
with the right chemistry,” said John
Xanders, Gilman’s fifth-grade home-
room teacher. “Then, they’re happy
when they get here.”



Boys and Girls Club Blessmg to Br1st01 Mother

ZACH IRBY
Permission TriCities.com Editor

Valerie Thayer thinks back to that
August day in 2010, when her life
changed forever. That was the day
her ex-husband suddenly passed
away.

Although Thayer, a Bristol, Va.,
native, and her ex-husband had been
divorced for three years prior to his
death, it was heartbreaking for her
and her three children, who were
12,9, and 5 years old at the time.

Just like that, she became a single
parent.

“Even though we shared custody,
after his death I felt as if [ was now
playing the role of both mom and
dad. We both just wanted the best
for the children,” Thayer said.

At the time, Thayer was working
as a registered nurse and needed a
safe place where her children could
go in the afternoon until she got off
from work.

“Between my schedule and his
schedule, we made our schedules
work for the kids,” she said of their
father.

She realized she needed help.

So she got busy and found the
Boys and Girls Club of the Moun-
tain Empire, one of nearly 30 local
agencies supported by the United
Way of Bristol.

The United Way is in the midst of
its annual regional fundraising cam-
paign, with a goal of $1.4 million in
donations. The theme of this year’s
drive is Making Our Communities a
Better Place to Live.

To help people like Thayer and
her kids, the club needs money to
operate. Currently, 19 percent of the
club’s budget comes from the Unit-
ed Way.

EARL NEIKIRK | BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

After touring the facility, Thayer
realized it offered much more than
just a place for her children to go af-
ter school.

“The staff has become a part of
our family. They supported the four
of us in many ways in the weeks af-
ter the death, including moral sup-
port, and just being there for us,”
she said.

Thayer admits that while the first
couple of weeks weren’t easy for
her or her children, she remained
optimistic.

“Knowing that your children are
safe and in a structured environ-
ment makes not only yourself be
at ease, but the children adapt well
too. Plus, the children aren’t just a
number; the staff knows who they
are,” she said.

The Boys and Girls Club of the
Mountain Empire was founded
more than 60 years ago. Through
the years, the organization has seen
some changes, including moving to
a new building and allowing girls to
become members.

But one thing has stayed the same.
It provides a place where children
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can go to meet new friends and be
guided by a group of professional
development staff members who
want to make a positive impact on
their lives.

“Valerie was in need of after-
school care after the abrupt and sud-
den passing of the children’s father,
and I’m glad our organization was
able to provide that,” said Jessica
Rose, assistant executive director
for the club. “The most important
thing for us was to put her mind at
ease.”

While the past two years have been
an emotional rollercoaster, Thayer
said, the ordeal was made easier by
those at the club.

“The Boys and Girls Club has
been a godsend. I don’t know what
I would’ve done without them,” she
said.

Thayer added: “My prayers were
answered through the Boys and
Girls Club of the Mountain Empire,
and for that I’'m thankful.”

zirby(@bristolnews.com

Posted: Monday, October 8, 2012

9:30 am | Updated: 11:30 am, Mon
Dec 3, 2012.



Annals of the Photo-ID [aw:

The Unfair Case of Jessie Faye Thayer

If the story of this 91-year-old
lady in Bartlett doesn't tell you
what s wrong with the law, noth-
ing will.

Posted by Jackson Baker on
Thu, Aug 9, 2012 at 4:21 PM

The newspaper has carried several
articles and editorials on the subject
of Tennessee’s year-old Photo-ID
law, passed by the General Assem-
bly in 2011 and, as of now, binding
on all elections in the state this year
and henceforward.

None of what we have heretofore
published is as eloquent as what fol-
lows.

The email reprinted below was
unexpected and unsolicited and was
received by associate editor Bianca
Phillips on Thursday.

The sender, Chester Thayer of
Bartlett, is a Marine veteran of
Vietnam, a retired carpenter who
describes himself as “unpolitical.”
What Mr. Thayer has to say speaks
for itself — and for the meaning and
consequences of the state’s Photo-
ID law — so profoundly that it re-
quires no further explanation

WANTED TO LET YOU KNOW,
my mom, Jessie Faye Thayer, is
91 years old; a resident of Shelby
County for 65 years. Her home
of 21 years is in Bartlett. She has
paid her taxes and voted for the
last seven decades-without fail.

Suddenly, at the stroke of a pen,
she is no longer able to legally par-
ticipate in the democratic process
without a photo ID. She has been
in ill health for many years, with a
heart condition and crippling arthri-
tis, but none the less, she would not
be denied her “right to vote.”

She has a friend, 80 years old, suf-
fering from cancer, and undergoing
chemo-therapy, who volunteered to

take her to the Highway Patrol
Station on Summer Ave. She
didn’t let me know what she
was attempting to do; other-
wise, I would have taken her
myself. After a long hour and
a half wait, she finally got her
photo ID.

For a younger, healthier per-
son, this is a mere aggrava-
tion; an inconvenient, frustrat-
ing wait; time away from their
family and their job. For my
mother, it was a life threaten-
ing experience. She was near
collapse by the time she re-
turned to her home. It was sev-
eral days before she could fully
recuperate from this ordeal.

When she was able, she
called me and told me what she
had done. She was very proud
of herself for this accomplish-
ment as she is of a very inde-

pendent nature-to understate.

I would like to ask the legisla-
tors of the great state of Tennessee:
is this fair to impose such a law on
the elderly? I do not believe so. In
my opinion, to treat the elderly, the
disabled, the poor, and the disad-
vantaged, in such a manner, is a dis-

grace for those elected to office to
represent us.

I would like to ask the legisla-
tors of the great state of Tennessee:
is this fair to impose such a law on
the elderly? I do not believe so. In
my opinion, to treat the elderly, the
disabled, the poor, and the disad-
vantaged, in such a manner, is a dis-
grace for those elected to office to
represent us.

I also believe that the Photo ID
law will be remembered as a dark
chapter in the history of the state of
Tennessee.

You have my permission to make
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Jessie Faye Thayer

public this letter of concern. Here’s
a few photos of my Mom a few days
after she recovered from the photo
ID ordeal.

By the way; her birthday is Janu-
ary 29th, 1921. At the time, Warren
G. Harding was the President of
the United States. According to the
information I found, he was a Re-
publican, an advocate of civil rights,
and was sensitive to the plights of
minorities, women, and labor. You
have my permission to make public
this letter of concern.

Highest regards,
Chester Thayer, Bartlett, Tenn

Jessie Faye is the wife of the
late Chester Lee Thayer Sr.

Chester Lee' (Loren Dallas
10" James Dallas °, James E. 8,
Roswell 7, Jonas ¢, Cornelius 3,
Jonathan 4, Josiah 3, Ferdinan-
do 2, Thomas') THAYER.




Historian’s Report December 2012

Patricia Thayer Muno

The latter part of 2012 has been
much like the last two years for
me, meaning, YES, I’ve dealt with
yet another computer virus! This
time, hubby Don took the machine
in and had the experts install Win-
dows 7, and now I am having other
technological challenges! Problems
particularly related to the older pro-
grams necessary for producing my
Thayer genealogies.

Unfortunately, I have not been
successful in finding any program
out there that can hold a candle to
GENbook to do what I need done
for this purpose. This may take
some time to work out, but I AM
working on it.

In other areas, Christmas arrived
early (Dec 15th) at the Muno house-
hold when I received a large box of
genealogical treasures from Con-
stance (Thayer) Beemer of Orlando,
Florida.

I hardly feel worthy of the respon-
sibility of being entrusted with the
variety of bound books and various
research findings of Connie’s late fa-
ther, Walter E. Thayer (1892-1973,
of North Oxford, MA), whose vast
Thayer-related genealogical contri-
butions rank right up there with Dr.
Elisha Thayer (1835); Gen. Bezaleel
Thayer (1874); Luis Thayer-Ojeda
(1937); Ruth Thayer Ravenscroft
(1947); and Waldo Chamberlain
Sprague (1960). (Dates in parenthe-
sis are approximate dates of the re-
spective author’s publications.) At
least one of Ojeda’s books is based
entirely upon the research of Walter
E. Thayer.

Stated Connie, whose impending
move along with her husband, Bill
to a retirement facility came sud-
denly and who are now in the throes

of the grueling process of moving:
“With 2 weeks to go through the
closets and drawers, I am not want-
ing to throw out anything that can
be used, yet I do not have time to
sort through it. So I am sending it to
you the way it arrived to me....”

Included in this incredible stash of
records:

Bound books:

-Some Notes and Corrections
Referring to Thayer Genealogy
According to the Researches of
Walter E. Thayer, by Luis Thay-
er-Ojeda (1874-1942), 1937.

-The Thayer Family of Brock-
worth according to the Research-
es of Rev. Canon William Bazeley.
By Luis Thayer-Ojeda (1874-
1942), 1947.

-North Smithfield [RI] Centen-
nial 1666-1971. By Edward Tenc-
zar, North Smithfield Chamber of
Commerce.

-History of the Town of Smith-
field [RI] From its Organiza-
tion, in 1730-1, To Its Division, In
1871, Compiled in Accordance with
the Cotes of the Towns of Smith-
field, North Smithfield, Lincolm
and Woonsocket, R.I. By Thomas
Steere, 1881.

- The Narragansett Historical
Register : A Magazine Devoted
to the Antiquities, Genealogy and
Historical Matter Illustrating the
History of the State of Rhode Is-
land and Providence Plantations:
Volume VI, by James N. Arnold,
Editor, 1888.

-Amias Andros and Sir Edmund,
his Son, by Edith F. Carey, 1914.

-The President John Adams and
President John Quincy Adams
Birthplaces, Quincy, Massachu-
setts. By Waldo Chamberlain
Sprague, 1959.
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-The diary of Thomas Vernon a
loyalist banished from Newport
by the Rhode Island General As-
sembly in 1776 : to which is added
the Vernon family and arms, and
the genealogy of Richard Greene
of Potowomut, by Thomas Vernon
(1718-1784) . 1881.

Loose-leaf or binder:

-A folder containing a collection
of genealogical and historical re-
cords related to the William G.
“Capt. Billy” Saunders family of
RI.

-A binder containing genealogical
information of (then) “Unplaced”
Thayers.

-A ledger containing information
compiled by Walter E. Thayer ex-
tracted from cemeteries in MA,
RI, NH and elsewhere.

-Various ancient manuscript and
typescript genealogical notebooks
kept by Walter himself. Some
containing Plat maps, transcribed
deeds; copies of a few early pho-
tographs; A myriad of letters and
assorted notes -- all of which will
likely take a lifetime of study to de-
cipher!

In short: [ know that Walter was
a contemporary of, and worked
personally with the highly re-
spected  Waldo Chamberlain
Sprague. 1 have no doubt that
he was the major contributor to
Sprague regarding the genea-
logical information of the Rhode
Island Thayers.

At this moment, our Editor (AKA
“Hubby Don”) is awaiting this
report so that he can wind up
your latest issue of the TQ. Ad-
ditional information on this early
Christmas delivery from Connie
Beemer will have to wait for the
next issue! --
Merry Christmas Patricia




Former East Rochester Classmates Reunited After 77 yrs

Webster, N.Y. —

It’s been almost eight decades
since the East Rochester class of
1935 walked across the stage to get
their diplomas, but four of those
students are still around to share
their story.

Former senior class president
Vernon Thayer, 95, jokes that it
hasn’t really been that long.

“I don’t believe it,” he said. “I
think they’re all exaggerating.”

He and classmates Ernie Cole-
man, 95, Cindy Volpe, 96, and Bill
Cooper, 94, recently met at Cherry
Ridge senior living community in
Webster. They’ve now come full
circle from neighbors and class-
mates growing up to friends who
are forever linked by their past.

Looking back

Growing up, their families strug-
gled through the hardships of the
Great Depression, when unemploy-
ment in East Rochester was 50 per-
cent. Those who did work found
manufacturing jobs in the village at
factories like Piano Works and the
train car shops.

The tight-knit community perse-
vered, however, and their children
grew close as friends and class-
mates.

“Because it was a small village,
everybody knew everybody,” Thay-
er said. “I thought it was a wonder-
ful place to grow up.”

Like today, all the students walked
to school. Since there was no caf-
eteria, they’d also come home for
lunch. At the heart of the budding
community was a vibrant Italian
culture.

“We’d visit their families, and
their parents were first generation
immigrants, so their kids grew up
bilingual,” Thayer said. “We were
treated so nice when we went into
their homes that we wanted to talk
their language.”

He and several friends approached
their high school principal to ask
for Italian language classes. Their
request was denied, as prejudice

continued in the aftermath of World
War [.

Volpe spoke Italian at home, where
the pronunciation of her real name,
Santarella, earned her the lifelong
nickname “Santa.”

She was the class vice-president
and captain of the girls basketball
team. She also became the only girl
to chair the junior prom.

Ernie Coleman and Thayer were
athletes on the tennis team. Bill
Cooper was involved with sever-
al clubs including the Brown and
White Club, French Club and Hi-Y
(a group similar to the YMCA).

They remember taking class trips,
going to school dances and the
long-standing sports rivalry with
Fairport High School. They were
sophomores when Prohibition was
repealed.

Moving on

After high school, they went their
separate ways and started their own
lives.

Cooper entered the military and
settled in Rochester with his wife,
Marg, in Rochester, where he start-
ed his own business as a manufac-
turer’s representative after the war.

Volpe got a scholarship to Albany
State Teacher’s College but, since
she couldn’t afford the room and
board, took up hairdressing. She got
married and raised three children
while running her own beauty shop
in village of ER, where her husband
eventually built a home on Sher-
wood Drive.

Their family lived there over 40
years, and the house is now owned
by her granddaughter. Two of her
great-granddaughters attend ER
High School today.

While the house has changed
hands, “I still do my own cooking,”
said Volpe.

After graduation, Thayer got his
start digging graves at White Haven
Memorial Park. He later got a job
at Kodak, where he met his future
wife, Harriet. They settled in Irond-
equoit, and he retired in 1977. Har-
riet passed away in January.

Each of the four classmates has
great grandchildren, and even a few
great-grandchildren.
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Meeting up

So how did they end up finding
each other after so many years? As
fate would decide, it all started with
an advertisement.

After Volpe moved to Cherry
Ridge, she recognized the face of
her old classmate, Ernie Coleman,
in a newspaper ad for St. Ann’s
Community.

He later appeared in the news-
paper for his contribution to the
Rochester Hospice Regatta. Volpe’s
daughter, Terry Weagley, then met
him at the above event and got his
contact information.

Nearby in Pittsford, Bill Coo-
per was a delivery man for a flo-
rist where Volpe’s daughter, Terry
Weagley, worked. Cooper was
pleased to learn from her that his
classmates were alive and well.

He had been in contact with Thay-
er, who had recently been featured
in a newspaper article for being
the oldest person in the U.S. to do-
nate blood platelets at the local Red
Cross. Thayer now lives at Legacy
in Irondequoit, in the same town as
Cooper, who lives in East Roches-
ter.

“l said, ‘how about lunch?’”
Weagley said.

After exchanging phone calls and
emails, all four alumni were reunit-
ed.

Their secrets to longevity? Be-
sides good genetics and staying ac-
tive, Coleman’s advice is simple: “I
don’t worry about anything.”
Thayer agreed.

“There’s no reason to die, might as
well keep on going,” he said.

(First published in the: Fairport-East
Rochester Post)
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Jim Thayer and Webster Firefighters ‘Deploy’ to Lend a
Hand on Long Island Following Monster Storm Strike

Webster, N.Y. —

“Being in the fire service, it’s just
something you do,” said Jim Thayer
this afternoon.

Thayer, of Webster, and four other
Webster firefighters are on Long Is-

Webster Fire Department crew who volunteered for 72
hours of duty on Long Island, through this weekend,
are John Jones, left, Sean Darcy, Brett Carroll, Jim

Thayer and Rob Boutillier

land, in a town called Island Park,
standing by at the firechouse through
this weekend.

“There’s no power here and most
of the people have evacuated,”
Thayer said during a cell phone call

Friday after-
noon, “but all
their firefight-
ers are deal-
ing with their
own personal
crises, so they
don’t have the
people to han-
dle any calls
that come in.”
This  past
Wednesday,
Nov. 7, at 6:30
p.m. Webster
Fire Chief
~ Craig  Akins
received a call
from the Mon-
roe County
Fire Bureau.

23 Barn Raisers Join Cynthia Thayer
to Rebuild 153-year-old Barn Loss

Novelist Cynthia Thayer lost
her family’s 153-year-old barn in
a fire earlier this year, but readers
and writers have ralied to help
her rebuild.

The barn is steadily rising. The
Maine-based novelist has been
writing about the rebuilding pro-
cess on the farm’s blog. Author
Kristen Britain also wrote about
the effort.

Here’s more from Thayer:

On Saturday and Sunday, we
had the best barn raising ever. On
Saturday, over 25 inexperienced
and seasoned carpenters decked
the hay floors and began putting
up the siding. On Sunday, about
23 folks built 90% of the stalls
and doors. It is simply astound-
ing what got done here in two
days. We also had lots of food

donations and help in the kitch-
en, which made for some very
hearty and delicious meals. We
went through over 80 cups of cof-
fee on Saturday, along with four
dozen donuts. Mac ‘n cheese,
chili, pork roast, pasta salads,
ham sandwiches, brownies, deca-
dent chocolate cake, filled up the
workers and they went back at it
until supper time.

The request was in for a full crew
and engine to be deployed to the
ravaged Nassau County on Long
Island.

Akins had less than 90 minutes to
secure his crew and equip them for
a three-day emergency deployment,
but they were on their way by late
that night.

Long Island is still in recovery
mode from Hurricane Sandy just
days ago. Now the area is struggling
with winter storm Athena, which
has brought high winds and sever-
al inches of heavy, wet snow. The
winds and snow have caused more
havoc with the power grid and the
area’s emergency services are again
taxed to their limits. Tens of thou-
sands of residents and businesses
are without power with tempera-
tures in the low 30s.

The Webster Fire Department crew
that volunteered for the deployment
includes Assistant Chief Jim Thayer,
Acting Lieutenant John Jones, Past
Chief Rob Boutillier, and firefight-
ers Sean Darcy and Brett Carroll.

Webster’s crew convoyed down
to Long Island with crews from the
Gates, Ridge Road, in Greece, and
Scottsville fire departments. They
arrived in Island Park, which is be-
tween Oceanside and Long Beach,
about 4:30 a.m. yesterday, Thurs-
day, Nov. 8.

The Webster crew is assigned to
an area fire station for 72 hours and
is serving as the primary emergency
response unit for the area.

“We just wanted to help out and
do whatever we could do,” Thayer
said. “If it happened to us, they
would be here.”

Civil War and Confederate Records Tell

According to the 1920 census
there were 3,670 families with
the Thayer surname in the United
States.

During the Civil War, the Thayer
name was found in 42 Confederate
Records and 832 Union Records.
(Keep in mind many of those in
the said records were likely dupli-
cated!)
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Thayer families by state in 1920:

NY and MA between 340 and 677
families

CA, IL, MI, OH between 114 and
339 famlies

All other states between 1 and 113
families

Information Ancestry.com



Obituary... Theodore James Thayer

From: Deborah Gismonde

My father’s US blood line starts
with Richard Thayer. His father was
John H. Thayer born in Hayward,
Sawyer County, Wisconsin. He was
a descendant of Joseph Thayer who
came to Wisconsin from Maine.

Theodore J. Thayer, age 79, one
of the most generous and loved men
ever to grace this earth, was called
home on June 29, 2012.

Ted was born in Hayward, Wis-
consin, was raised in the upper pen-
insula in a town called Baraga, and
lived there until his family moved to
Detroit when he was 8.

Born to Jessie and John Thayer,
Ted was one of 12 children. In 1953,
Ted married his sweetheart, Pat
(Cocash) in St. Ambrose Church
and celebrated a marriage of over
58 years together, always referring
to Pat as his bride.

After living in a few temporary
places, they decided on St. Clair
Shores as the place to make their
permanent home. Ted and Pat raised
six children but Ted was considered
a second dad to many more. He
made sure everyone knew he was
nearby if anyone needed advice or
just a presence on their side.

His family could always count on
a call on Sundays letting them know
that breakfast was almost ready or
dinner would be at 5. Ted loved hav-
ing his family around the house and
even after spending an entire day
with him, would always respond
with “leaving already?”” when it was
time to go.

Ted worked at Detroit Edison for
43 years but always enjoyed his side
job doing landscaping/tree work. He
only let family work with him and
enjoyed the few hours after a long
days work sitting with his sons and
nephews sharing a beer and catch-

ing up on their lives.

Ted enjoyed the outdoors and
looked forward to deer hunting
season in his cabin hosting all who
made the long trip. He never once
missed a season, always letting ev-
eryone know if you wanted him at
a wedding or other event, to make
sure that it didn’t happen in Novem-

ber.
He passed

1:-\_ L*8 his passion for
DS o beautiful yard
to each of his
children, always
ready to make a
SR (rip to the nurs-
" " ery or Eastern

- Market  with
them to help

find the perfect shrub or flower. Ted
leaves behind his six children who

truly adored him, Debbie (Russ),
Suzanne (Mike), Sherri, TJ (Jeri),
Kelly (Ray), and the late Richard,
as well as 13 grandchildren, and 3
great-grandchildren who always
knew he was there with open arms
filled with warmth, kindness, and
lots of treats.

He and Grandma always made
sure they all knew they had anoth-
er place to call home. As per Ted’s
wishes, a graveside eulogy took
place at Resurrection Cemetery on
Saturday, July 7 at 11 am. with a
luncheon afterwards to celebrate his
life.

All his family, friends, and neigh-
bors were ncouraged to attend and
to wear garden colors. Please share
a memory of Theodore at www.
kaulfuneralhome.com.
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Letter to all TEA Members:

December 1, 2012
Dear TFA Member,

*Our records indicate that your dues in the Thayer Families Association are paid through the end of 2012. We appreciate
your membership.
*Dues for 2013 are payable on or before December 31, 2012. Timely payment is appreciated, although there is some
wiggle room.
*For your convenience, there is a renewal form on the bottom of this page. Please fill out this form and return it to us,
along with your check made payable to the Thayer Families Association, at the Longmeadow MA address as indicated on
the form.
Our address is:

Thayer Families Association

785 Williams Street # 303

Longmeadow MA 01106-2063
Sincerely,

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman
Thayer Families Association

Thayer Families Association
Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman
Thayer Families Association
785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow MA 01106-2063

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above.

Please enter desired options:
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: Renewal:
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: Renewal:

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated
above.

First member name:

Second family member name:

Number of years desired: X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:

Your Full Name(s) and Birth Dates:
Mailing Address: Number & Street:
City, State:

Country, ZIP/Postal Code:

Telephone numbers optional:

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded pdf files using (Adobe Acrabat) ? Yes No
Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic Paper
May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes No

Your E-Mail Address:
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Contacting TFA

www.thayerfamilies.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, Donald Wayne Thayer:
785 Williams Street #303

Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
Email: dwschome@yverizon.net

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:

Patricia Thayer Muno,
Thayer Family Historian

3618 North 225 East

North Ogden, UT 84414-2762

Email: hjthayer@Verizon.net
(Please include an SASE if you need a reply.)

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is the
official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association. Article
selection and editorial is at the discretion of the Editor and may
not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, Directors, or members.
All materials published in the Thayer Quarterly will become the
property of the Thayer Families Association, and any further

disbursing will be at the discretion of the Board of Directors of the
Thayer Families Association, and/or the original author. Issues are
mailed the first week of the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring
(Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from
1994 to present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present
is available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify
paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5
each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA.

TFA, 785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to

the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability.
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be
credited to you. Deadline for submission is two weeks prior to

publishing . Please send via email to:

AOL.com
uno

ThayerFamilies
TQ Editor Don



