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Wartime Pilot, Poet, Episcopal Minister and
Theatrical Producer Sigourney Thayer Lived

Henry Jerome Thayer

Sigourney Thayer led a fast
and furious life in high society. He
was born 24 Mar 1896 in Southbor-
ough, Worcester, MA [MA Vital re-
cords]. He was the second son of
the Reverend William Greenough’
Thayer [Robert Helyer®, Robert He-
lyer’, Amasa®, Abiah®, John*, Rich-
ard’, Richard?, Richard!] and Violet
Otis. William Greenough Thayer
was a graduate of Amherst College
in 1885 and following his studies at
the Union Theological Seminary
and Episcopal Theological School
in Cambridge, MA, he was ordained
as an Episcopal Minister. During
Sigourney Thayer’s childhood his
father was the headmaster at St.
Mark’s School, Southborough, MA.
Sigourney Thayer was named for
his maternal Grandmother Margaret
(Sigourney) Otis.
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Sigourney Thayer (1896-1944)
Photo contributed to Find A
Grave by “Albuquerque Firefly”

Sigourney Thayer, as you
can expect, was well educated but
did not follow his father in either
the ministry or education. He grad-
uated from his father’s school, St.
Marks, and started college at Am-
herst where his father had attended.
In June of 1916 he took a break from
his education and enlisted in the US
Army and became a pilot and com-
missioned as a 1st Lieutenant. He
served first on the Mexican border
and then, when the United States
joined the 1st World War, he served
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in France with the First Operations
Group. Following his service in the
war he returned to Amherst College
and graduated.

Sigourney Thayer was a
writer, primarily of poetry, a the-
atrical producer and a business ex-
ecutive. He wrote many poems for
the Atlantic Monthly, the most fa-
mous entitled “The Dead’ based on
the carnage of World War I. In the
1920s and early 1930s he produced
5 theatrical productions; Last Night
of Don Juan: The Pilgrimage in
1925, Beau-Strings in 1926, Damn
the Tears in 1927, Bridal Wise in
1932 and Keeper of the Keys in
1933.

On 7 December 1928 in
Manhattan, New York City, NY he
married Emily O’Neill (Davies)
Vanderbilt who had divorced her
husband, William H. Vanderbilt in
June of 1929 in Newport, Rhode
Island. She was the daughter of

(Continued on page 3)

2014 Reunion

Three TFA members are plan-
ning our next Thayer Family Re-
union. They are: Tammy Thayer
Kate Kuzmich and President Russ
Thayer. Braintree, MA has been
selected as the site and the week-
end of June 20th 2014 following
Father’s Day was chosen. No oth-
er details at this time have been
released for publication.




KISS’s Lead Guitar Player Tommy Thayer,
Without Makeup and Stars Over His Eyes,

To you from CyborSpace and
Home

Yes, it’s Kiss lead guitarist
Tommy Thayer, in a photo taken
from the 1976 yearbook of Sunset
High School in Beaverton, Oregon.

Tommy has been a member of the
famous facepaint-wearing group for
over 10 years now. He fulfilled the
same role — sometimes with only
slightly less makeup — in the band
Black ‘n Blue for much of the ’80s.

Tommy Thayer rose literally from
the ground level of the Kiss orga-
nization to reach his on-stage posi-
tion.

In a 2006 interview, he describes

Reveals High School Photo Then and Now

being hired to clean Gene Simmons’
gutters and paint Paul Stanley’s
house.

However, he soon began working
with them to assemble the massive
‘Kisstory’ book, produced and edit-
ed several of their long-form home
videos, and helped original mem-
bers, Ace Frehley and Peter Criss,
re-learn their parts for the group’s
1996 reunion tour.

Six years later, he wound up taking
over both Frehley’s job and Space-
man on-stage persona.

Patricia and 1 first learned of
Tommy's music success from his
father General James Thayer, TFA
founder and supporter of Patricia’s
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life long genealogy research and
publishing efforts.

We have known Jim Thayer and his
dear wife since the late 605, shortly
after Patricia and I were married
and lived in Seaside Oregon where |
began teaching high school.

James (Jim) Thayer had lived in
Beaverton Oregon where both he
and Patricia and I had raised our
families. We had lived only a few
miles apart but hadn 't met until we
moved to Seaside and were told by
another dear friend to look him up.

It was only after several years that
Tommy s music career went stellar
and his father’s pride of Tommy's
stage success was shared. - editor



A Message From TFA President...

Awhile back I ____
wrote in the TQ that
TFA was at a cross-
roads and needed
input as to its fu-
ture. Since writing
that letter I have
had little, if any,
response from the
membership.  So,
once again, I come
to you seeking help
for the future of

The Thayer Families Association.
However, this time, the situation is
a bit more critical.

As you may be aware, in June
of 2014 we will have our Bienni-
al Family Reunion in Braintree,
MA, the home of the Thayer’s in
the United States. At that time we
will be electing new leadership for
the TFA. Many of us who have led
this association for the past sev-
eral years are getting up in age.
We have reached a point where
it is time for younger members to
start to take over. Who will these
people be? To be truthful, we have
no idea. Therefore, we need vol-
unteers to step forward. People
who might give TFA a different
look. People who are interested in
the history of the Thayer Family.
People who want to re-shape this
association. ARE YOU ONE OF
THOSE PEOPLE????

Leading TFA is NOT a huge
time commitment. In fact, all of
the “business” takes place on line,
with the exception of the treasurer.
Should you want to talk to some-
one about the positions on the
board, you are welcome to talk to
any of the board members pres-
ently serving. Should you want
to inquire about the treasurer’s
responsibilities, you may contact
Judy Young-Thayer at jlythayer2@
verizon.net. Should you want to
know more about any of the other
positions you may contact me at
cthayer001@roadrunner.com

In addition to serving on the
board of directors, we need ideas
for TFA. What can we provide for
the members of TFA? How can
we improve this association? Any
ideas OK! Do not worry about how
crazy they may sound, we can work
out the details and make them
work. PLEASE, just send them in.

You can do so by sending them to
me at the e-mail address above.
The most important question for
each of us is simply this, “Do you
want the Thayer Family Associa-
tion to continue to exist and why is
it important to you?” I guess an-
other way of putting it would be,
“Why do you pay your dues each
year?” These will be the questions
that determine the future of TFA.
As I said at the beginning, this
is critical junction point for TFA.
It is a time when the future is at
stake. I have been in TFA since
1995 and received a great deal of
help regarding the information for
my own family. In addition I have
met some wonderful “cousins” that

(Cont. from page 1)

I would never have met. I have
served as secretary, president and
board member since joining and
know that TFA is a valuable asset
as we research our precious family
history. In addition we have prob-
ably two of the best genealogists in
any family organization in Tricia
Muno and Jerry Thayer. Both of
these folks are more than willing to
share their expertise with you. Be-
sides all of that the Thayer Quar-
terly is one of the best periodicals
out there for a family association.
Do we really want all this to come
to an end? HELP US OUT BY
GETTING ON BOARD!

Thanks for listening. Now please
respond!
Russ Thayer, President

High Society Dandy, Sigourney Wore
a Moustache and Stylish Clothes

Frederick Martin Davies and Em-
ily O’Neill. The marriage did not
last and the New York Times of 20
Dec. 1930 announced: “Mr. Thayer
and his wife, the former Miss Emily
O’Neill Davies, were divorced in
Paris. She was the first wife of Wil-
liam H. Vanderbilt.” In covering the
wedding, Time quipped that he was
a “spasmodic theatrical producer,
wartime aviator, Atlantic Monthly
poet, socially prominent jokesmith.”
Thayer dressed like a dandy and had
a showy Proustian mustache.

Emily O’Neill (Davies) (Van-
derbilt) Thayer did not wait long
as she married for a third time on
19 Jul 1933 in Manhattan to Raoul
Fauconnier Whitfield. They had a
quiet marriage in her apartment in
Manbhattan. The New York Times of
20 Jul 1933 announced: “Mrs. Em-
ily Davies Vanderbilt Thayer of 176
East Seventy-Fifth Street, daughter
of Mrs. Horace Chase Stebbins, was
quietly married yesterday afternoon
in this city to Raoul Whitfield, New
York writer.” She subsequently
separated from Raoul Whitfield in
1935 and died under mysterious
circumstances at the Dead Horse
Ranch in Las Vegas, San Miguel,
NM. Suicide was suspected.
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Sigourney Thayer waited
even less time to remarry and on 28
Mar 1931 he married in Manhat-
tan socialite Mary Van Rensselaer
Cogswell, the daughter of Cullen
Van Rensselaer and Eugenia N.
Cogswell. The marriage took place
in the roof ballroom of the Pierre
in Manhattan. Sigourney’s brother
Robert H. Thayer served as best
man. Mary was also quite a writ-
er and for years wrote the society
column for the New York Journal
under the pseudonym of “Madame
Flutterby.” She also wrote the first
biography of Jacqueline Bouvier
Kennedy which was published by
Doubleday in 1961. Mary died 10
Dec. 1983 in Washington, DC.

Sigourney and Mary lived in
Darien, Fairfield, CT in 1942 when
Sigourney registered for the WW 11
draft. He was then an executive for
Vultee Aircraft Company. Sigour-
ney Thayer was killed in an auto-
mobile accident in Allentown, Le-
high, PA on 2 Nov. 1944 at just 48
years old. He and his second wife
Mary are buried in Rural Cemetery,
Southborough, MA.

Sigourney and Mary Thayer
had only one child, Eugenie Thayer,
born 27 Dec. 1933 in New York.
She married Hussein Rahim.



Bathsheba ‘Thayer’ Sherman Center
of New Horror Movie The Conjuring

Patricia’s Mailbox
July 2013:

I get some pretty weird requests
for information about Thayers, but
the following message from Mr.
Steven Paradise (as forwarded by
Marc Thayer) caught me totally
off guard:

Film review:

‘The Conjuring will
spook the daylights out
of you’

by Tushar Joshi

Easily one of the scariest horror
films to come out in the recent past,
the film is smartly written, tightly
edited and brilliantly executed.

(photo center) A still from the film
Film: The Conjuring

Cast: Patrick Wilson, Vera Farmiga,
Ron Livingston, Lili Taylor
Director: James Wan

Rating: ****1/2

What’s it about

When you have a disclaimer be-
fore a film that says “members of
the paranormal society” would be
available for counselling after the
screening, you roll your eyes and
perceive it to be nothing but a mar-
keting gimmick. But trust me as the
end credits roll out, you might actu-
ally want to see if these folk exist,
and if there is a chance of having a
discussion with them.

Set in the 70’s The Conjuring is
a throwback tribute to the classic
The Amityville Horror style of film
making.

So we have the creaking doors,
eerie groans, watches stopping at

3:07 in the morning, and other bad
omens that signify the presence of
a demonic entity. Ghost hunters Ed
(Patrick Wilson) and Lorraine War-
ren (Vera Farmiga) take interest in
the Perron family after a series of
strange occurrences in their new
Rhode Island house start troubling
them.

The paranormal investigators dig
up the house and its surroundings
past revealing facts and making
claims that shake the very core of
the Perrons.

What’s hot

It is an old school horror film, one
that doesn’t necessarily dig deep
into your psyche, but plays more
on the sights and sounds of its story
line.

The cinematography, art work and
set design is outstanding. We actu-
ally feel like a part of the period
and are constantly reminded of two
cult films — The Exorcist and The
Omen.

The first has been remade and re-
hashed over the last few decades,
while the second is still remembered
for its haunting background score.

The Conjuring uses elements from
both these films to create an origi-
nal setting. There isn’t a single dull
moment, you are on the edge of
your seat rooting and praying the
family triumphs over their satanic
adversary.

Make up and special effects are
remarkable. Patrick Wilson and
Vera Farmiga are fantastic and keep
it real as detectives who are facing
their inner demons before hunting
those on the outside.

What’s not

There is hardly anything to com-
plaint apart from the fact that we
wish the material and factual evi-
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dence collected for the film could
have been documented in a better
way.

What to do

Easily one of the scariest horror
films to come out in the recent past,
The Conjuring is smartly written,
tightly edited and brilliantly execut-
ed. Be ready to get your daylights
spooked out!



1885 Death Certificate Gives Novelist Basis
For Bathsheba’s Character’s Witch Persona

Bathsheba Sherman was sup-
posed to be the witch whose ghost
haunted the Perron family home in
the movie “The Conjuring.” The

NOTE: The Conjuring is a 2013
American  supernatural  horror
film directed by James Wan. The
film stars Patrick Wilson and Vera
Farmiga as Ed and Lorraine Warren,
paranormal investigators who come
to the assistance of the Perron fami-

movie’s screen play follows the Bathsheba’s death certificate in
book “House of darkness, House of 1885 contained a note by the doc-
Light: The True Story” by Andrea tor that “her body was literally
Perron, turning to stone.”

Letter of Inquiry

I am trying to clear a family name; one that is now
associated with bad publicity. I would like to clear Bath-
sheba ‘Thayer’ Sherman (now infamous for her role in
the haunting of the Perron family in the movie ‘The Con-
juring’ - the haunted escapades of the Perron family of
Harrisville, Rhode Island.

Bathsheba Thayer was married to Judson/Jedson Sher-
man in 3/10/1844 and had at least one child by the name
of Herbert L Sherman (b. 1849 d. 1903). Bathsheba died
in 1885; they are all buried in Harrisville, RI across from
the fire station.

Here’s the thing, I cannot find her family plot. Who
were her parents? Siblings? In order for me to continue
my research into her life I must find out who she really
was and what role she played in her community; beyond
the folklore that she was a witch who may have murdered
a child in her care.

The 1865 census states that there were 621 residence in
Harrisville, and I believe your family name is somehow
connected to Bathsheba Thayer.

I would appreciate any help that you can give regard-
ing this issue. Bathsheba cannot defend herself and her
family name, but [ may be able to change that fact with
the help of the Thayer family. I am in correspondence
with Andrea Perron (author of House of Darkness House
of Light) and would love to have more knowledge of the
Thayer family before we speak to each other again.

In a recent appearance she had in Harrisville, RI (to pro-
mote the movie The Conjuring) she claimed that Ed and
Lorraine Warren were the folks who told her about the
“evil” that is Bathsheba (Thayer) Sherman and that Bath-
sheba is now a demoness spirit.

Please help me give Bathsheba a voice from the grave...
of course, if you have information that proves otherwise,
well, that would be helpful too. I look forward to hearing
from you. You can email me back at this address or para-
dise.steven@yahoo.com or call me at 508-335-0950....1
hope to publish a response (either way) to solve the Bath-
sheba riddle.

Bathsheba Thayer was the daugh-
ly (Ron Livingston and Lili Taylor), |ter of Ephriam (Silas®, Hezekiah*,
who are experiencing increasingly |Nathaniel®, Richard *') THAYER
disturbing events in their farmhouse |and Hannah TAFT. I will have to
in Harrisville, Rhode Island in 1971. | wait until the movie comes out on
The Conjuring was released in the |DVD (with captions) before I can
United States and Canada on July |learn anything about this story!
19, 2013 Patricia




Alexis Thayer Had to Wait Six Years Before
Father’s Stolen Christmas Gift Was Found

had Thayer presents ATV Christmas gift to Alexis Thayer only

to have it stolen the next day and not finding it for many years

RICHMOND HILL, GA (WTOC) -
Heartbreak on Christmas day turns
into redemption and joy nearly six
years later. It’s a rare happy ending
with a lesson for all of us.

It was Christmas day in 2007 when
someone stole a little girl’s new ATV
right off a Guyton family’s front
yard. The family never thought they
would see it again. On Wednesday,
Christmas was saved by little girl’s
father.

“People work hard to provide things
for their kids and others think its
okay to steal it because they are too
sorry to work,” said Chad Thayer.
“Cant get over that somebody took
something from my kid.”

Thayer’s 11-year-old daughter
Alexis had her ATV less than 24
hours before a thief took it.

“They had rode some that day and

we left it at my mother’s house for
them to ride some the next day,”
said Thayer. “Then they got stolen
that night, the three of them did.”

Thayer filed a police report and was
able to recover one of the AT Vs, but
he lost hope of ever finding the oth-
ers “It was hard for us because we
had worked so hard to get it for her
that year and she was so excited for
a kid to lose something like that it
was devastating for her,” said Thay-
er.

Then one afternoon nearly six years
later, Thayer drove by Low Country
Pawn in Richmond Hill and saw it
sitting outside.

“The little fog lights I had mounted
on it is what gave it away and I knew
it was hers,” said Thayer.

“I’m glad she got it back,” said Bob-
by Wedincamp, manager of Low
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Country Pawn. “Wish we wouldn’t
have lost our money, but it’s just the
business we are in. But I’'m glad to
see her smiling.”

Wedincamp says he will only get
restitution for the loss if the person
who stole the ATV is prosecuted, but
thankfully there are laws to protect
and prevent this from happening.

“We have a bad reputation of ev-
eryone thinks if you bring stolen
merchandise to a pawn shop that,
in most cases with the law, it’s not
the right place to come,” said Wed-
incamp. “If you want to get caught
for stealing something then bring it
to a pawn shop, chances are you’ll
get caught”

While the Grinch remains on the
run, Alexis is celebrating Christmas
this summer.

“I am happy,” she said.

“I knew she would be happy to
death,” said Thayer. “She was get-
ting her four wheeler back.”

Officials say make sure you keep
your stuff locked. The best thing
you can do is write down all serial
numbers and keep photos.

Theft protection tips:

First things first, call the police.
Be sure to file a police report and
provide as much detail as possible
about your stolen goods, such as:
number of stolen items with their
descriptions, serial numbers (if
applicable), photos, or any infor-
mation of who may have taken
them.

You will probably have to search
all the pawn shops in your town
and surrounding towns. Search-
ing pawn shops immediately after
the theft will boost your chances
of finding your stolen goods.
(Alexis’lineageisunknowntome---

Patricia)




Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer’s Early Research Reveals:

Revolutionary Soldier Ordered to NY
to Quell Mischief of Torries and Indians

Samuel® Thayer, Revolutionary
soldier, was born 11 Jan 1761 in
Abington, Plymouth County, Mas-
sachusetts, son of Timothy>, Timo-
thy*, Samuel®, Shadrach?, Thomas',
and Sarah Eager [Abington pub-
lished vital records]. He mar-
ried Abigail Cobb 26 Aug 1782 in
Abington [Abington published vital
records]. She was born 14 Jun 1764
in Abington [Abington published
vital records], daughter of Edward
Cobb and Abigail Shaw.

Samuel Thayer had Pension
S11547 commencing 4 March 1831
at the rate of $24.88 per annum. He
served as a Private in the Company
commanded by Captain Edward
Cobb, his future father in law, and
in the Regiment commanded by
Colonel Jones. At the time of the
pension he was living in Windsor,
Berkshire County, Massachusetts.

He followed with a deposition
on 28 August 1832 in Windsor and
swore that he enlisted in September
1777 in the company commanded
by Captain Edward Cobb and Regi-
ment of Colonel Jones for a period
of three months deploying to Bristol
to “guard the shores” as the “ene-
my had positions in Rhode Island.”

Following the end of his service
he again volunteered for duty for 6
weeks in the Company commanded
by Captain Prentice in the Regi-
ment of Colonel Carpenter. They
marched by way of Taunton, Mas-
sachusetts to Howland Ferry where
they defended a hospital.

Samuel was assigned to take a sick
soldier home to Abington and in the
process took sick himself and was
sick until his term expired.

In June 1779 he again volun-
teered, expecting to go to New
York, in the Company commanded

by Captain Pool in the Regiment of
Colonel Carey. They marched from
Abington through Worcester, MA
through Northampton, MA, through
Pittsfield, MA, to Claverack, New
York on the East side of the Hudson
River.

They were then ordered to Scho-
harrie, New York, “as the torries
and the indians were doing mischief
in that region.” He served out his
term in New York.

Samuel Thayer returned to Abing-
ton and married. Samuel and Abi-
gail had eight children born and
registered in Abington. i. James 5
Sep 1783; 1i. Susanna 27 Nov 1785;
1. Samuel 27 Feb 1788, who was
a veteran of the War of 1812; iv.
Sally 31 Jul 1789; v. Abigail 23 Jul
1809; vi. Drusilla 21 Apr 1796; vii.

Lydia 21 Apr 1799; viii. Timothy 20
Jul 1801. All of the children grew
to adulthood and all but James and
Sally married.

Samuel Thayer moved his fam-
ily to western Massachusetts by
18009 first to Plainfield, HAmpshire
County and then by 1817 to Wind-
sor in Berkshire County. He died 8
January 1838 in Windsor [Windsor
published vital records] and was
buried in Bush Cemetery in Wind-
SOT.

Upon Samuel’s death Abigail ap-
plied for a widow’s pension and de-
posed on 10 October 1838. She was
issued a widow’s pension R10484.
She died 17 Mar 1842 in Windsor
[Windsor published vital records]
and was buried with her husband in
the Bush Cemetery

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:

Treasurer:

Genealogist/Historian
Asst. Family Historian

Thayer Quarterly Editor

Officers, Directors & Editors of TFA

Directors: Albert Thayer Morton ThayerATM@AOL.com
Barbara Thayer Knlght GrandmaBarb360@ Yahoo.com
James Loren Thayer
William Russell Thayer WRThayer@AOL.om
Duane Erland Thayer

Charles Russell Thayer
CThayer001@roadrunner.com

Madore Thayer Boyd
Matboyd1924@aol.com

Donald Wayne Thayer

dwschome@verizon.net

Judith L, Young Thayer
jlythayer3@verizon.net

Jim@JLTthayer.com
DThayer58@MSN.com

Patricia Thayer Muno
TriciaMuno@aol.com

Col. Henry Jerome “Jerry”
Thayer HJThayer@verizon.net

Don Muno
ThayerFamilies@aol.com




Whitney Thayer Plays La cross 1in Vail
Annual Shootout Field Tournament

Thoughts On Vail 2013: Whitney
Thayer

ON MONDAY, JULY 15,2013 BY
CONNOR WILSONIN CLUB674
VIEWS

Editor’s Note: Whitney Thayer
works for CityLax, in New York
City, and played her collegiate la-
crosse at Williams College, in Mas-
sachusetts, but a big part of her heart
remains out in Colorado, where the
Vail Shootout is held annually.

Whitney made it out to Vail this
year, and has some wonderful and
stirring thoughts on this legendary
Summer field tournament! Photos
by Clark Bell

As an original Denver native
(though my time there was sadly cut
short with a family move to Pennsyl-
vania just over a year after my birth)
and with a lot of family/friends still
out there, there are few things that |
love more than going back to Colo-
rado. Not only because it warms my
heart to see so many fellow Broncos
fans in one place, but also because
of the beauty of the mountains, the
‘Colorado Blue’ skies, and all of
the wonderful memories that I have
of family visits, skiing adventures,
hiking trips, and tasty local brews.

In fact, every time I make it back
to Colorado, I always spend half
the trip trying to remember why the
heck I live in New York City. So,
combine this incredible setting with
my all-time favorite activity in the
world, playing lacrosse, and you’ve
got yourself a recipe for an amazing
long weekend in July.

And once again this year, the 41st
annual Vail Lacrosse Shootout did
not disappoint.

With over 60 men’s teams in 5 Di-
visions, and 33 women’s teams in 2

divisions, this tournament has defi-
nitely become an intriguing melt-
ing pot of the Lacrosse community,
from High school (and younger)
players to the ZenMasters, from
East coast to West coast natives, and
everything else in between.

Like many a lax event, the week-
end tends to involve a lot of friendly
reunions, fun parties, new connec-
tions, and “Hey, didn’t we play each
other in high school?” type conver-
sations, not to mention some amaz-
ing lacrosse. It’s always a blast, and
leaves me exhausted, with very sore
legs, but completely content.

On the women’s side, this year’s
competition was top level, with
teams like Team STX, the Harrow
HoneyBadgers, Gang Green, and
CRSLax.com putting up some par-
ticularly impressive games. And yet
the prevailing attitude across the
Women’s tournament is generally
a relaxed one, with most just rev-
eling in the experience, the chance
to play, and the connection with the
lacrosse community. While 1 can’t
fully speak for the men’s side on
this, all the guys 1 spoke with and
men’s games that [ watched suggest
that it is similar for them as well.

It 1s mostly this attitude that re-
ally makes me love the Vail Shoot-
out. Despite the fact that I’'m an
incredibly competitive person, it
didn’t even matter to me that Team
STX (the eventual Women’s Elite
champs—these girls were sick)
completely shut my team out during
pool play. It was still just awesome
to compete against such talented
players, who were at the same time
very friendly and equally as appre-
ciative of the beautiful mountain
setting and the chance to continue
playing the game we all love. (Of
course, I’m also still beating myself
up about a missed free position I
had in that game, but that’s a story
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for another day).

This ability to just enjoy the tour-
nament and revel in the opportunity
to play is a particularly poignant
thing for me personally, as my own
mother was actually a part of the
first group of women to participate
in the Vail Shootout some 30 years
ago.

She and 25 others played in an
exhibition game during the tourna-
ment in ’84, and from then on out
women’s lax became a permanent
part of the Shootout. When I asked
her about the experience and what it
meant to her, she said this:

The whole thing was so much
fun, because at the time [women’s
lacrosse] was hardly available
anywhere in Colorado, so any
time that you got to play was just
amazing, and we cherished it. We
were very proud of our game, the
women’s game, and therefore we
were extremely excited to be able
to play it at this previously men’s-
only tournament, in this show-
case.

We wanted to show how beau-
tiful and different the game was
[from the men’s], and felt so lucky
to be able to do just that...all while
having a blast playing the sport
that we loved so much. - Francie
Thayer

While lacrosse (both women’s
and men’s) has certainly become
more ubiquitous since 1984, it is
amazing and humbling for me to
see that this same attitude, this
sheer appreciation and love of
playing, still remains so prevalent.
I thank my mother, and the multi-
tude of other lacrosse women like
her, for setting that example for
the next generation, and for me
specifically throughout my entire
lacrosse career.



It is a tradition that has carried
through the Vail Shootout particu-
larly well, and I can only hope that
this will continue to be the case as
the tournament ages further. With
such a deep tradition, passionate
participants, and a beautiful setting,
I certainly like the odds. I for one

Circus Query

am already counting down the days
until Vail 2014!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR...

Connor is a life-long lacrosse player
who doesn’t know when to give up

on the game. He played and coached
at Wesleyan University and now
plays club in NYC. Connor lives
with his artistic partner in Brooklyn
and thanks her for allowing him to
keep the dream alive.

by Connor Wilson

Thayers Help Each Other Find Answers To Questions

From: Diana Norma Myers
To: kwelkuz@earthlink.net

Dear Kate Kuzmich,

I noticed there was a Thayer con-
nected to the circus history.
There’s a building in Sarasota Flor-
ida at the Ringling Complex, it’s a
Circus Museum, and I noticed the
Thayer name etched on the exterior
along with other names of circus
owners.

That circus owner was “Doctor”
James L. Thayer. During the winter

of 1879 he organized a Circus Com-
pany named Dr. Jas. L. Thayer’s
New Circus.

Another Thayer connected to the
circus industry is Stuart L. Thayer.
He wrote several books. And he has
a website explaining the Circus His-
torical Society and the annual Stuart
Thayer Prize.

Please let me know if you want
more detailed information.
Regards,

Diana Thayer Myers
dmyers8061@aol.com
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See Also:
Mar 2002 TQ, p. 16 and
Sept 2002, 9 for

interesting articles on
James (includes photo)

James Leonard’

%Jve}m.es Leonard®
illiam>43-2,

Nathaniel')




Desiree Thayer Improves Horse Breeds By
Natural Means and Use of Color Genetics

Desiree Thayer Announces Abso-
lute Auction for Leopard Friesians
Horses with designer coat patterns
are turning heads everywhere. Don’t
miss out on your opportunity to own
one of these magnificent beauties.
Share on TwitterShare on Face-
bookShare on Google+Share on
LinkedInEmail a friend

Leopard Friesian
3/4 Friesian Gelding - FDAS
Confetti - For Sale

Not only did the color of these
horses draw the eye, and set his
company, The Sugarbush Hitch
Co., above the rest, but the horses
produced had a consistent type and
personality traits.

Two breeds stand out in history
as trusted companions that carried
their mounts into battle. The Frie-
sian horse, all black and powerful,
carried knights to war in Europe.

The Appaloosa, with their unique
spotted coat patterns, carried Indian
riders on the plains of early Amer-
ica. These two breeds stand out in
history as trusted companions that
carried their mounts into battle.

Today riders are taking their
battles into the show ring. Every-
one is looking for that “edge” that
will make them stand out from the
crowd. With the spectacular coat
patterns of the Friesian Leopard,
how can you lose? These Frie-
sian Leopards combine the best of
both breeds, giving owners a noble
mount, grounded with intelligence,
sensibility, agility that is paramount
to the dressage ring. These horses
are low maintenance, easy keepers,
with thick skin and tough feet and
an overall beauty that will steal your
heart from the moment you lay eyes
on them.

From a very young age, founder
of Friesian Dreams And Spots, De-
siree Thayer has been fascinated
with genetics and the process of
improving upon a breed utilizing
natural means.

Starting at the age of four with
guinea pigs, then cats and dogs

and finally horses. Thayer has been
breeding animals for over 33 years
and realized her dreams were about
to come true in December 2004
when she purchased a Friesian colt
sight unseen from Susan Slaviero
owner of Excalibur-LTD in Califor-
nia. Thayer’s only request: a “tall
dressage prospect with excellent
conformation.

Excalibur delivered 6 month old
Brody (Beart 411 x Jasper 366 x
Teunis) - flying all the way from

Amsterdam to Louisville, KY just
before Christmas in 2004. The next
challenge was finding the perfect
Appaloosa mare that would be
foundation of her breeding pro-
gram. After a year of searching,
John & Julie Kreider, owners of
SawyerCreek Farms in upstate New
York introduced her to Mandy, a 16
hh Few Spot Appaloosa Mare. Saw-
yer Creek’s commitment to breed-
ing outstanding conformations and
expertise of color genetics proved
invaluable.

Breeding for conformation and
color has made Thayer’s breeding
program a huge success with most
of her buyers coming from Califor-
nia show homes. FDAS herd is be-
ing sold at Absolute Auction which
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is going on now.

There are only a few breeders
out there producing consistent re-
sults like this. The most popular
being the Sugarbush Draft. It was
founded on a similar breeding pro-
gram, however used Percheron’s, as
Friesians were virtually unknown to
America until the late 1990’s. Sug-
arbush breed was founded by Ev-
erett Smith of the Sugarbush Cart
Company back in the 1940’s when
he thought that spotted horses made

for spectacular mounts for his car-
riages. He was right, and their popu-
larity blossomed.

Today there are less than 12 of his
breed left in the world.

Friesian Dreams and Spots prog-
eny can be registered in several reg-
istries. The Sugarbush registry being
the most interesting. Thayer is now
looking to pass the torch onto others
who are interested in the breed.

Linage:

Desiree Nicole (James Lo-
ren'?, Richard James!!, James
Houghton!®, John Gale’,
Rowland Sears®, Eliphale‘ﬂ,
Oliver®, Abiah®, John*, Rich-
ard**') THAYER




DNA Project Update

Please, We Need Your DNA...

Thayer Y-DNA project results
webpage: http://www.family-
treedna.com/public/thayer/default.
aspx?section=ycolorized

The Thayer Family DNA project is
looking for a few good men. Why?

The Braintree Thayer family im-
migrants left living descendants.
However, the number of living de-
scendants from each line is very
different. There are far more de-
scendants from Thomas', especially
through his son Ferdinando than
from Richard' or Nathaniel'.

Our project results webpage, at
the link shown above, shows that
we have obtained samples from the
three sons of Thomas'. We have also

Here is a Letter to ‘You’ From

The Thayer Quarterly takes on
new shape as time passes. When Pa-
tricia and 1 first sought out Thayer
family members who might wish to
write and compose a family news-
letter, we looked for those who had
both interest and skills. With each
new editor their skills differ as do
their interests. Their journalistic
background, while desirable, is not
the first quality we sought. Interest
and love for family was always the
first priority!

Early publishing of Patricia's
years of genealogical research was
what had spurred all of our liter-
ary efforts as it started with Hobart
Holly in Braintree MA and his chal-
lenge, and I might add, great appre-
hension. As you see Patricia was this
young girl who had traveled across
America to research her early roots.
Hobart, Braintree's noted historian
and genealogist, had watched oth-
ers such as Sprague s life efforts fall
short of completion even though it
was limited to New England..

Now we approach another mile
stone. Our President, Russ, has de-
voted his comments to all Thayers
seeking to create new life and inter-

received samples from two of the
three grandsons of Richard1, known
as Richard® and Nathaniel>. We do
not yet have a sample from the third
grandson, Cornelius®. We are seek-
ing individuals who are Cornelius?,
Richard?, Richard'.

We know that Nathaniel' left the
fewest descendants. We are seek-
ing individuals who descend from
Nathaniel'! through any of his sons:
Nathaniel?, William?, Jonathan? or
Isaac?.

If possible, two samples need to be
compared from each of these lines.

TFA has agreed to help financially
with testing for those who are will-
ing to contribute samples. Pedi-

est in TFA and Thayer family mat-
ters. With today’s growing interest
in family genealogy, we need every-
ones help to build new bridges!

..I was just interrupted with mak-
ing a long distant phone call for
Patricia speaking to Dwain Thayer
concerning a story of the Nebraska
Thayers which he sent with a num-
ber of photos. Perhaps a few will
make it into this summer edition |
am now creating.

You see, for this quarterly effort to
succeed your participation is very
necessary. If the publishing falls
behind, it usually means fewer ar-
ticles and photos have been submit-
ted as well as the editors time and
family matters taking it s bite.

If you look at stories included in
this issue you will notice those who
have submitted their efforts for all
of our benefit. If time permits, thank
them!

Rather than prejudging if what you
know is newsworthy, let your editor
make that assessment and submit,
submit, submit. Thanks!

As many of us are into our twilight
years, we become more aware of
those who we have learned to love
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grees will be re- |
viewed for those
who volunteer to
represent known
descendant lines.
As always, our
primary focus
is to help those
who are not yet
able to identify
their ~ Braintree
immigrant line.

We can’t always do this using pa-
per records, we’re counting on you
to help.

If you descend from any of these
previously untested lines, please
contact me.
Kate Welton Kuzmich
kwelkuz@earthlink.net

Your Editor...

and appreciate. Some are not on the
computer and need to be called from
time to time. Because long distance
calling is now much easier, our ef-
forts are not that difficult but so, so
very valued and important. We need
to teach those younger of this re-
sponsibility. They have grown up in
the “ME” era where self is thought
of first and parents and grandpar-
ents often reside miles away and
sometimes gathered and sheltered
into 55 and older communities, no
kids allowed. What would our great,
great grandparents have said?

This issue of the Quarterly in-
cludes stories for all ages, or at
least the effort to do so is being at-
tempted. Tommy Thayer and his
KISS exploits, horse stories, grand
kids accomplishments and efforts
credited, early travels of soldiers
and sacrifices made which shape
our very lives today. America is
changing and so are we.

Notes from you Editor
Don Muno

Please send us your photos!
Patricia




Thayer Grandson Takes Shopping to The

Sidewalks of New

Suzanne (Thayer) Joffray’s
grandson Flynn is plowing
exciting new ground in New
York as he works to connect
consumers in new ways with
stores who are making their
products more accessible.

Flynn is the man behind the screen:
Window Shopping at Kate Spade as
reported by Katheryn Thayer.

Because all you want to do when
you’re window shopping is shop on-
line: Kate Spade stores in New York
City unveiled snazzy new huge-
scale touch screens that let shoppers
make real-time Kate Spade Ebay
shop purchases from the street.

This leap of commercial concept-
ing, bringing the online offline and
vice versa, has won the attention of
techies, fashionistas, and business-
buffs alike, with mentions on Mash-
able, AOL Style and, Crain’s New
York Business.

Needless to say, we quickly found
and got our fingers all up in the
SoHo screen. And, as we were play-
ing with it, the Ebay Design Lab
developer who built the program in-
troduced himself and cut in to make
a few software diagnostics.

Friendly and enthusiastic, Flynn
Joffray told us about the project:
how it started and how it’s going.

While working for GSI, Flynn
has also worked with retail inter-
facing and ‘consumer experience’
design for a Toys’R’Us in San Jose.
He said the Kate Spade project is
an exciting new upgrade because
it not just displays the contents of
the store and directions on where
to find them, but will actually de-
liver goods to consumers on the
street, any time of day.

This is 24-hour shopping in the
most New York City sense of the
word.When it’s raining, you can or-
der an umbrella to be delivered to
you in 30 minutes. When you’re
stumbling through SoHo at 4 AM,
you can order a Kate-Spade-curated
‘unexpected sleepover bag’ to be
sent to the apartment (or gutter?)

you’re heading back to.

But, the outdoor screen has caused
some unexpected issues: Flynn has
been running between the four high-
tech kiosks to fine-tune this week-
end. Such as: graffiti tagging on the
store window, which rendered the
touch screen useless.

Good thing Flynn has it covered!
Share Button:

Pin It

inShare
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York: 30 Min. Delivery

Leave a Comment

Filed under Culture, NYC

Tagged as kate spade, kate spade
saturday, New York City, new york
city shopping, online shopping,
Soho

Suzanne  Florence (Richard
Kimball'', Ralph Melbourne',
Frank Curtis’, Atherton?®,
Zabdiel’, Elkanah®, Thomas?,

John*?, Thomas*') THAYER.




Purely Editorial...

Never
Underesti-
mate

The
Importance
of Your

Voice
Today!

Example:

Thayers, it would seem America
1s again at a crossroads. We’ve come
a long way since Paul Revere road
his famous horseback ride shouting
the red coats are coming.

As US citizens, unfortunately we
can no longer assume our leaders
are always taking stands which are
in our best interest. Legislatures and
leaders both local and national need
to be held accountable for decisions
and legislation, and that can only be
done if we seek to be informed and
at times become less passive. Per-
haps we should re-read Thoreau’s
Civil Disobedience.

We are, with the help of the free-
dom of information act, learning of
many decisions which have harmed
us individually and as a nation. We
have learned that reporting hon-
est observation can result in loss of
jobs. Ask Airline pilots or military
who see and report UFO’s. We’ve
learned that our leaders have, as
policy, chose to hide some truths
from the American public; and con-

tinue to do so,.

Trusted government institutions
such as the IRS have wondered
from their guidelines and taken ac-
tions which are seemingly politi-
cally motivated.

National legislation is enacted
which is so lengthy and complex.
Those casting a vote not only don’t
read it but can’t understand it if
read.

Far too many are busy seeking to
make rules and laws to control all
aspects of our private lives. Many
can no longer distinguish the dif-
ference between a democracy and a
republic (of which we pledge.)

Truly, ignorance begets igno-
rance.

This May the school system in the
conservative state of Utah voted to
eliminate all Librarians from school
libraries. Well, enough is enough!

I wrote the following letter and
changes were made.

My advice, seek to be informed on
all levels and let those making far
reaching decisions know they are
being observed and accountable.

A Poor Local Decision Unchecked Can Have Long Reaching Implications

District contract deal lacked rep
for librarians

By Don Muno

Standard-ExaminerThu,05/23/2013
“Ogden board approves teachers’
contract” (And Cuts All Librarians)

Dear Editor,

Monday, May 20, Ogden’s local
school board members approved
next year’s teacher contract and
were reported to be encouraged
with the collaborative bargaining
efforts helped by a UniServ repre-
sentative assisting Ogden teacher
(May 22, “Ogden board approves
teachers’ contract”). The UniServ
rep was not in attendance two years
ago when teachers were told to sign
or be fired.

“Everyone” didn’t come to the
table this year to attempt to nego-
tiate a fair agreement! It’s too bad
that little was learned from 2011°s

negotiations, which resulted in an
ultimatum that teachers sign or be
fired. Clearly, education in Ogden
took a step backwards. And those
librarians, certified teachers, from
three high schools, three junior high
schools and 14 elementary schools
were not fairly represented by their
Ogden Education Association at the
bargaining table. And the students,
as well as the librarians, lost a great
deal at the close of Monday night’s
contract negotiations that failed to
represent all of Ogden’s certified
employees.

For the record, all bargaining is “in-
terest based”; both representatives
from teachers and the school board
sit down “in good faith” to come to
acceptable contract agreement. A
mediator is “part of the process” and
sits down with both teacher reps and
school district reps to mediate and
seek resolution when agreement has
not been reached, as was the case
in 2011. Mediation did not happen
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this year because no one stood up
for certified librarians as the issue
never reached the negotiation table
and certified librarians were left out
without representation.

If and when mediation fails to re-
solve the issues of the contract, an
independent arbitrator is brought in
to seek consensus. Binding arbitra-
tion may follow which binds both
teachers and the school district to a
fair agreement that they could not
reach on their own.

School districts and teacher organi-
zations that are doing their best to
hold up educational standards pro-
vide a check and balance process
which ultimately benefits students
and their educational system. Some
of those checks and balances were
clearly missing this year in the Og-
den School District.

Letter Result-Key librarians were
re-hired and a new central school
instructional focus resulted.



Essay of 12 year old Granddaughter Marianne Thayer

‘Sylvanus Thayer and His Effect on US History’

Letter to Editor

Don - I’'m attaching an essay (Syl-
vanus’ Success) which our 12
years old granddaughter, Mari-
anne Elise Thayer, prepared for
a social studies (history) assign-
ment. With help from a family
friend, she fabricated a costume
in which she presented her com-
position. In our opinion, it was re-
ally special. I’ve also included a
picture of Marianne as Sylvanus.
Jerry and I tho’t that you might in-
clude it in the TQ.
Judith L.Young-=Thayer

TURNING POINTS IN HISTORY

By MARIANNE ELISE THAYER
Owings, Maryland

My name is Colonel Sylvanus
Thayer. I was a 19th century mili-
tary officer. I was important be-
cause I helped to modernize West
Point Military Academy to become
the efficient school we see today.

Cadets today know me as “The
Father of the Military Academy”,
not because I created it, but because
I made it better.

I was born in Braintree, Massa-
chusetts in the year 1785. My moth-
er died when I was 8 years old and
my father died the very next year. I
was sent to New Hampshire to live
with my uncle.

Life was not easy but I worked
and studied very hard and graduated
first in my class and later I attend-
ed Dartmouth College. I graduated
from Dartmouth in 1807 as the vale-
dictorian.

I was immediately called to at-
tend West Point and I didn’t even
have time to graduate and read my
speech to my fellow classmates. |
breezed through the officer’s train-
ing program at West Point in one
year! Soon after, I was on active

duty and serving as an officer in the
War of 1812. I advanced through
the ranks with amazing speed.

I was appointed in 1817, by presi-
dent James Monroe, to be Superin-
tendent of West Point Military Acad-
emy. President Monroe wanted me
to improve the level of instruction
at the school. It had come to have
a reputation of being a “rich boy’s
school” in a beautiful location, but
he was concerned about our nation’s
ability to defend itself.

As Superintendent, my first job
was to improve the standards and
to make sure the rules at the school
were strict. [ wanted all students to
have equal rights. Then I had to im-
prove educational techniques. I set
mandatory classes and study hours.

Another thing I did was travel to
France. While I studied the military
tactics of Napoleon, I also picked
out over 1,000 of the best books for
science and engineering and sent
them back to the United States.

This was the beginning of our won-
derful West Point library. Because
most of the books were written in
French, I also had to make sure the
cadets learned to read, write, and
speak French.

This knowledge has helped our
officers have a global understand-
ing and helped our military to be
respected all over the world. I take
education very seriously and I made
sure the Academy hired more in-
structors, the best in their field, with
smaller class sizes.

I also created situations where the
cadets taught their peers - they ac-
tually learned easier that way. The
last thing I made sure of was that
each of the West Point students fol-
lowed the code of honor, “A cadet
shall not lie, cheat, steal, or tolerate
those who do.” Our Academy soon
gained a reputation for excellence.

The second most important thing
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I did was to help improve the Army
Corps of Engineers. The Corps went
out to the West and studied unchart-
ed areas. They made maps of the
rivers, and mountains and other ob-
stacles they came across. Then they
helped make paths for railroads,
find places for bridges, and make
canals.

They designed and supervised con-
struction of bridges, railroad trestles
and dams. The Corps of Engineers
played a tremendous role in the ex-
pansion of our western territories.

They were also known to meet
with friendly Indian tribes and relay
their knowledge back to Washing-
ton DC. The Corps helped our na-
tion to develop it’s full potential at
record speed!

In conclusion, West Point became
the first college of engineering in
the United States of America. West
Point trained experienced leaders,
which also led to saving many more
lives in our years of war.

I, Sylvanus Thayer, have truly
helped to change the course of his-
tory in the United States of Ameri-
ca.

Marianne, Our
Thayer Quarterly Editor?

Marianne Elise (William Henry'?,
Henry Jerome'!, Henry Donald'?,
William Burt’, Parker Marius®,
Daniel Corbitt’, Charles®, Dan-
iel’, Samuel*, Isaac’, Ferdinan-
do?, Thomas') THAYER

TommyThayer.com

For those young at heart
and want to follow Tommy
Thayer's many activities
check out Tommy's Web
site. KISS is featuring
Tommy in New Jersy Fan
Expo next month Sept.

Future
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Si1x Generations After Earliest Ancestor
Sullivan Thayer Raises Family in 1800’s

by Henry Jerome Thayer

The Sullivan Thayer fam-
ily was an interesting family to
research; I tried, but failed, to find
the reason for his name as Sullivan.
Sullivan Thayer was born in Ux-
bridge, Worcester, MA 3 Apr 1792
[Uxbridge published vital records].
He was the son of Asa® Thayer
(Samuel’, Samuel, Thomas?,
Ferdinando’?, Thomas') & Mary
Murdock. Asa Thayer had been a
Revolutionary soldier as a corpo-
ral and his widow Mary had a Rev-
olutionary Pension. Asa and Mary
had 12 children of whom Sullivan
was the sixth child.

Sullivan Thayer first mar-
ried Charlotte Mowry 6 Sep 1814 in
Uxbridge, MA [Uxbridge published
vital records]. She was born 13 Feb
1794 in Uxbridge [Uxbridge pub-
lished vital records] the daughter of
Warton & Mary Mowry. They had
one child Alonzo Thayer who was
born 12 Sep 1815 in Douglas, MA
and died 27 Feb 1816 in Uxbridge
[Uxbridge published vital records].
He is buried in the Aldrich Cem-
etery in Uxbridge. Shortly after
Alonzo’s birth Charlotte (Mow-
ry) Thayer died on 30 Dec 1815 in
Uxbridge [Uxbridge published vital
records]. She was buried in the Al-
drich Cemetery in Uxbridge.

A bit over the one year an-
niversary of his wife Charlotte’s
death, Sullivan Thayer married
Charlotte’s younger sister Ruth
Mowry on 17 Jan 1817. Ruth was
born 25 Dec 1798 in Uxbridge [Ux-
bridge published vital records]. Sul-
livan and Ruth had 12 children.
Shortly after their marriage they
moved to Marlborough, Middlesex,
MA. They are there for the 1820
and 1830 census. The first of their

children was Austin Thayer born
3 Mar 1819 in Marlborough [Marl-
borough published vital records]; he
died in infancy 16 Oct 1819 Marl-
borough [Marlborough published
vital records].

The second child of Sul-
livan and Ruth, Sullivan Taft
Thayer, was born 17 Apr 1820 in
Marlborough [Marlborough pub-
lished vital records]. He is a shad-
owy person; I find him in the 1850
census in Ringold, El Dorado, CA
as a trader with 9 other men and
single. He must have been a 49er
who thought to mine the miners.
The “History of Milford Massachu-
setts” says that he died in a fall from
a horse on 20 April 1860.

The third child of Sullivan
and Ruth was Charlotte Mowry
Thayer named after Sullivan’s first
wife and born 23 Nov 1821 in Marl-
borough [Marlborough published
vital records]. Charlotte married
Samuel W. Wiggins on 2 Nov 1846
in Uxbridge [Uxbridge published
vital records; MA Vital Records Vol.
25, p. 201]. They were married by
Rev. Samuel Clark. Samuel Wig-
gins was born 8 Nov 1813 in Salem,
Essex, MA, son of James Wiggins
and Sarah Caldwell. He lived in
Ashland Middlesex, MA at the time
of his marriage to Charlotte. The
couple only had one daughter Ella
Wiggins (1848-1900) and Charlotte
died on 22 Sep 1849 in Ashland
[Massachusetts Vital Records Vol.
40, p. 131]. Samuel Wiggins was a
merchant and died 23 Dec 1898 in
Ashland [Massachusetts Vital Re-
cords Vol. 482, p. 83, @85/11/15].
Both Samuel and Charlotte are bur-
ied in Wildwood Cemetery in Ash-
land.

The fourth child of Sulli-
van and Ruth was Mary Adeline
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Thayer born 10 Jan 1824 and died
7 Jan 1826 both in Marlborough
[Marlborough published vital re-
cords] and was buried in Spring Hill
Cemetery in Marlborough.

The fifth child of Sullivan
and Ruth was Edwin Stephen
Thayer born 5 Jun 1826 in Marlbor-
ough [Marlborough published vital
records]. On 8 Feb 1850 he married
Nancy P. Barstow in Haverhill, Graf-
ton, NH [New Hampshire marriage
records]. Nancy was born about
3 Sep 1828 in Haverhill, daughter
of William and Abigail Barstow. I
can find only two children from this
marriage Helen Louise Thayer born
30 Jan 1855 in Milford, Worcester,
MA [Massachusetts Vital Records
Vol. 92, p. 186] and Charlotte M.
Thayer born 4 Dec 1868 in Ashland,
Middlesex, MA [Massachusetts Vi-
tal Records Vol. 206, p. 101]; Char-
lotte died of consumption 20 Mar
1869 in Ashland [Massachusetts
Vital Records Vol. 221, p. 81]. Hel-
en Louise married 29 Dec 1881 in
Sharon, Norfolk, MA to Fred Fre-
mont Bryant [Massachusetts Vital
Records Vol. 326, p. 310] Helen
and Fred had five children; Helen
died 11 Mar 1914 in Natick, MA
[Massachusetts Vital Records Vol.
1914/70, p. 471, residence Welles-
ley, MA]. Edwin Stephen Thayer’s
first wife Nancy died 5 Dec 1887 in
Sharon, MA of pneumonia [Massa-
chusetts Vital Records Vol. 383, p.
315]. Edwin Stephen Thayer then
married 30 Sep 1893, in Welles-
ley, Lydia Morse, (Southwick) Fay
[Massachusetts Vital Records Vol.
434, p. 512], born 29 Jun 1829 Ux-
bridge, MA, daughter of Jonathan F.
Southwick and Chloe W. Holbrook
[Uxbridge published vital records].
Edwin Stephen Thayer died 19 Oct
1899 in Wellesley [Massachusetts
Vital Records Vol. 494, p. 119]
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Thomas’ Line Survives Early America

and his widow Lydia died 14 Nov
1914 in Worcester, Worcester, MA
[Massachusetts Vital Records Vol.
1914/112, p. 88]

The sixth child of Sullivan
and Ruth was Asa Thayer born 2
Jun 1828 in Marlborough [MATrl-
borough published vital records].
He died 2 Oct 1849 but I have yet to
verify this date.

The seventh child of Sulli-
van and Ruth was Henry Bucklin
Thayer b. 13 Mar 1832 in Marl-
borough [Marlborough published
vital records]. Sullivan and Ruth
had moved back to Uxbridge by
the 1840 census and to Milford,
Worcester, MA for the 1850 cen-
sus. Henry enlisted from Milford,
MA 21 Jun 1861 as a Sgt. in Co.
G. 40th NY Infantry Regiment.
He was wounded on 13 Dec 1862 at
Fredericksburg, VA and discharged
because of his wounds on 27 Apr
1863 at Alexandria, VA. He was
in the Army prior to that enlistment
as in the 1860 census he is listed
in Fort Brown, Brownsville, Cam-
eron, TX as an Army Private on the
Mexican border. In 1865 he is back
with his parents in Milford and in
1880 he is with his sister Hattie in
a hotel in Milford. He died 7 Feb
1896 in Milford [Massachusetts Vi-
tal Records Vol. 465, p. 663] listed
as a widower but I have not found a
marriage nor a widow.

The eighth child of Sulli-
van and Ruth was George Flagg
Thayer born 9 Mar 1834 in Marl-
borough [Marlborough published
vital records] and died 20 Feb 1835
in Uxbridge, MA [Uxbridge pub-
lished vital records] and is buried in
Prospect Hill Cemetery, Uxbridge.
This gives us the window for Sul-
livan’s move from Marlborough to
Uxbridge, as late 1834.

The ninth child of Sullivan

and Ruth was Mary Jane Thayer
born 25 Dec 1834 in Uxbridge [Ux-
bridge published vital records] and
died 2 Jun 1835 [Uxbridge pub-
lished vital records]. She is buried
also in Prospect Hill Cemetery in
Uxbridge. The tenth child of Sul-
livan and Ruth was Mary Thayer
born 22 Aug 1836 [Uxbridge pub-
lished vital records] and died 1 Jun
1837 [Uxbridge published vital re-
cords] and buried in Prospect Hill
Cemetery.

The eleventh child of Sul-
livan and Ruth was Harriet Lydia
Thayer born 3 May 1839 [Uxbridge
published vital records] and died
single on 29 Jan 1916 in Milford,
MA. She was listed with her par-
ents in the 1860 census of Milford,
with her widowed mother in Milford
in 1870 and with her brother Henry
in Milford in 1880. She was buried
in Prospect Hill Cemetery. The last
child of Sullivan and Ruth was
Herbert Morton Thayer born 18
Feb 1843 [Uxbridge published vital
records] and died 10 Jan 1844 [Ux-
bridge published vital records]. Six
of the twelve children of Sullivan
and Ruth died in their infancy.

Sullivan Thayer was listed
as a trader as his occupation and
it must have been a good living as
in the 1860 census he is listed as a
“Gentleman” with $17000 in real
estate and $1500 personal estate.
He is in the 1850, 1860 and 1865
census in Milford and in 1850 his
father in law Warton Mowry age
83 lived with the family. Sullivan
died 7 Nov 1865 in Milford [Massa-
chusetts Vital Records Vol. 185, p.
232]. He died of Typhoid Fever and
was buried in Pine Grove Cemetery
in Milford. Ruth (Mowry) Thayer
lived with her daughter Harriet in
1870 and died 4 Apr 1879 in Mil-
ford [Massachusetts Vital Records
Vol. 312, p. 355. She died of pneu-
monia and was buried with her hus-
band in Pine Grove Cemetery.
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Editorial Overview
of Sullivan Thayer
And His Struggles
to Survive 18005

Like many during this period of
history, death was not a stranger
to Sullivan Thayer and his family.
Sullivan’s wife Charlotte was only
20 but ready to begin her life away
from her parents when she married
Sullivan, who was 32 .

However, only one short year
after marriage Sullivan lost both
his young wife 3 months after child
birth and lost his first child 2 months
later. It was likely that following
Sullivan’s wife’s death, the younger
sister, Ruth, tended to the moth-
erless baby. It is also likely that a
fondness and shared loss brought
Sullivan and Ruth close together.

Without modern medicine,
childbirth and complications were
very life threatening. Blood-letting
was still practiced and little was
known of modern medicine.

Sullivan and his wife’s sister,
Ruth, must have spent long hours
morning the loss of both wife, sister
and baby.

A respectful year passed and
Sullivan and his wife’s younger sis-
ter, Ruth, married. This was not un-
common during this period of his-
tory. Survival meant holding on to
those close to you and continuing to
survive following loss. An older man
who had a home and means to live
needed the missing family member
and a younger girl’'s parents would
favorably encourage such a union.

Now with Ruth by his side the fam-
ily continues and 12 children follow;
6 die along the journey. A life full of
joy but also great sadness. It is no
wonder that early ancestors grew
wise at younger ages than our chil-
dren of today.

Our thanks to Jerry Thayer and the
long hours of research he continues
to dedicate to Thayer research.
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High Hats, Long Distance Calls, Shared Emails, Scanned
Photos, Network Breakdowns, Software Upgrades and
Far Too Many Funerals Have Filled My Summer Time

Patricia Thayer Muno

It is nearly incomprehensible to
me that this summer has flown by
with such rapid speed. Seems to me
that we should just about now be in
the month of June, rather than the
end of August!

There have been many major
events in the Muno household,
which we are hoping will now slow
down a bit.

All four of our children have
moved or are in the process of mov-
ing. We have been exceedingly
blessed to have had them all within
3-5 miles of our home for the last
12 years, but now all that has sadly
changed.

I have some additional obliga-
tions to take care of in the last year
in regards to my events planning
duties. We also had the funerals of
FOUR close friends this summer,
one every other week! We hope we
are through with that for years to
come.

With Halloween, Christmas, a
Wedding reception and a baby
shower taking huge chunks of time,
I am left with only one more event
this year -- a Luau in September --
and then (hopefully) there should be
very few interruptions at this end.

A lovely package arrived at my
doorstep in early Spring, the most
excellent beaver top hat, once the
property of Oscar Benjamin Thayer
(1832-1908). It was shared with
me by dear correspondent and TFA
member, Charles Jeffers Larson of
Ambherst, Wisconsin.

Charles is the husband of Aralda
Rose Wilhelmina Thayer, who is the

It’s very likely the Beaverskin top hat once owed by Oscar Thayer
and passed on to me by Charles Larson now resting on the black
bears head in our front room, overlooked by 4 dear, 1 African uba, 4
pheasants and a grouse, once swam in the Beaverton marshes in the
Portland Oregon area where it was fashionably made and where we
reared our four children Brent, Beth, Nathan and Todd. You might say

the beaver has returned home._

granddaughter of Oscar. Charles
also included a photo of grandfather
Oscar, which led me to understand
why he needed this nifty beaver top
hat (see hairdo!)

The hat, made by C.H. Meus-
dorffer in Portland, Oregon, is
thought to have been made in the
late 1860’s. Since Oscar Benja-
min Thayer was married four times,
Charles suggested that he probably
wore it during at least some of his
various wooing adventures. It is in
beautiful condition for being nearly
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150 years old and is a wonderful ad-
dition to the “Thayer Museum” here
in our home in Utah.

Thank you Charles for your kind
thoughtfulness in sharing this rare
treasure! Our very own “Bosco
the Bear” is shown here enjoying
the attention he gets while wearing
Oscar’s prized possession!

The following extended histori-
an’s report includes photos of Oscar
Thayer and the beginning of the Ne-
braska Thayer story.



Aralda’s lineage: Aralda Rose
Wilhelmina (David Edward®, Os-
car Benjamin’, Edward®, Edward
March’, Edward*?, William?, Na-
thaniel') THAYER.

Oscar Benjamin Thayer (1832-
1908)

Young Patricia Remembers Visits To
Cemeteries As Adventure Stories

I received this lovely note
from Patricia (Thayer) Ste-
vens of Charlton, MA on 6
Feb 2013:

Dear Patricia Muno,

My Thayer Quarterly arrived with
your Historian’s Report in it and I
was delighted to see that you have
finally received my Dad’s (Walter
Elbert Thayer) research and papers.
They should have come to you long
ago! I hope there is material you
can use — maybe they will at least
confirm some information that you
already had.

Fond memories of cemetery visits
in RI with my Dad came flooding
back. As a young girl, he would of-
ten take me with him to a cemetery,
which he made his notes, I would
wander around making up stories
to go with the stones. Those adven-

tures gave me a love for walking in
a cemetery, even today.

The amount of work you have ac-
complished on the genealogies bog-
gles my mind. I hope the Thayer
families appreciate what you have
done. Unfortunately, our line has
ended — my father was an only child
as was my brother (the only son)
and his child (son) was adopted.
Still you have found lots of other
Thayers! My best to you,

Patricia Thayer Stevens.

Thank you Patricia for these kind
words! 1 have been a fan of your
dear father’s works and contribu-

tions to the Thayer family for many
decades.

Patricia’s lineage:

Patricia (Walter Elbert!!, William
Chester'’, Hiram Fran01s Reu-
ben®’, Joseph654 Samuel®, "Ferdi-
nandoz, Thomas') THAYER.

Elbridge Played The Flute in The Civil War
and Helped Settle Nebraska As Homesteader

Elbridge May Thayer (1832-
1917) 7 Generations follow...

Meet The Thayer
Family of Nebraska!

Ruth Louise (THAYER) SCHULP,
a daughter of Oren Mortimer THAY-
ER and Tinnie Belle VAN MATRE,
was interested in becoming a mem-
ber of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) so she began
searching her family’s roots during
the war years.

The remarkable story of her
Thayer family was recorded and has
been shared with me by her nephew,
Dwain Everett Thayer.

Ruth begins recording about the
family about the time Nebraska was
opening up for settlement by home-
steaders and those who had served in
the Civil War. The idea of this new
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land appealed to Ruth’s grandfather,
Elbridge May Thayer of Bradford,
Chickasaw, Iowa.

Elbridge had served as a fifer dur-
ing the rebellion in Company B of
the 7th Iowa Infantry. He enlisted
in service on 8 July 1861 as a Musi-
cian and was promoted to fifer on
14 Oct 1861. He was discharged 3
October 1864.

Room for Ruth’s entire works
is not allowed in this publica-
tion, but it will appear in Vol-
ume VI of my Comprehensive
Genealogy of the Thayer Family
of America.

Overthe years I have corresponded
with a good number of descendants
in this line, many of whom have
shared stories and photographs.
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7 Generations

Information received in a mailing
16 May 1996 from the late Marion
Carah Thayer of Grant, NE states
the following concerning Elbridge:

He helped haul lumber for “The
Little Brown Church in the Vale”
in Bradford, lowa. He played the
flute in the Civil War, and on his
return to Bradford, he sang in the
choir of the Church.

The photo of Elbridge shown on
page 19 was first submitted by Mar-
ion, who stated it was taken some
time before his death in 1917.

Marion further stated:

In 1871 Elbridge and his son
Alba made “a hurried trip” to Ne-
braska to stake out land and a timber
claim that was going to be opened
for homesteading.

The family moved to Butler
county about 1871/1873. Their
first home was a dugout where they
broke the ground, planted crops and
10 acres of trees.

His daughter, Laura Ann
(Thayer) Styer had the fol-
lowing to say about her father, El-
bridge:

Father had dark blue eyes, dark
brown hair before it became gray
and when older he wore a beard.
He was tall, straight and heavily
built. Father was stern and very set
in disposition. He was especially
fond of music and singing and took
part whenever he could. He en-
joyed mixing socially with people.

The following was recalled b
relative  Grace (Merryfield
Wyckoff:

When Elbridge received his dis-
charge at Rome, Georgia, he trav-

of Thayers have lived in
Nebraska Since 1800’s

eled by any means at hand so as to
reach home.

The last lap of the long trip must
have been made by stage coach
into Bradford, lowa. From there
he walked to his farm home. While
yet at quite a distance he was rec-
ognized by Chris Smith who ran to
the house shouting as he ran, ‘He’s
come! He’s come!” and caring like a
small boy from joy over Elbridge’s
safe return. What joy that brought
to all of them!

The Thayers were conscientious,
worthy parents; a church-going
couple, thrifty, practical, hard work-
ers who left for their descendant an
honorable heritage, which is more
prized then silver and gold.

He certainly left a wonderful leg-
acy in the state of Nebraska! Today,
there are six generations of his de-
scendants there to honor his name.
Let’s meet some of them!

Elbridge’s Son, Alba Delancy

Thayer (1854-1935)

LA

Siblings, Great Great Grandchildren, Ernest Eugene Thayer,
Dona Elaine (Thayer) Ostergaard and Dwain Everett Thayer
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Tubbs

Elbridge’s Great Great Great Grandson, Scott Alan Thayer (son

of Ernest Eugene), wife Susan Medina, and children Cooper
and Sloane.
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Elbridge’s Grandson, Oli-
ver Perry Thayer (1877-
1960) and wife Mable S.

Elbridge,s Great Grandson, Fora Oli-
ver Thayer (1911-1980) and 2nd wife,
Lula Jessie Joliff

Thanks to Dwain for help with this
article and the shared photos. He is
currently living in California with
his dear wife Cathy Flynn.

Dwain Everett (Fora Oliver", Oli-
ver Perry “Perry”!?, Alba Delancy?’,
Elbridge May®, Royal Olmstead’,
Jedediah®, Micah’, Jonathan®, Jo-
siah®,  Ferdinando?,  Thomas')
THAYER.

NOTE: Lu Anne Kriebs of 12511
Poppleton Ave, Omaha, NE 68144
Omaha, Nebraska serves as my
Family Representative for the
descendants of FElbridge May
THAYER and Mary Catherine
MERRYFIELD. -- Patricia



Daemen Student Named
WNY Outstanding Air Force Reserv1st of the Year
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Letter to Editor

Hi Don

Here’s a Thayer we can all be proud
of. I hope you can click on the
http://www  etc. which Peg sent
me and get the expected results. If
not let me know and I’ll have Peg
send it directly to you. Peg and my
brother Raymond are the grandpar-
ents of Josh Larwood. Josh is the
son of their daughter, Kymberlee
Thayer Larwood.

I thought you might be interested
in this for the Thayer Quarterly.
Don’t feel obligated. The Quarterly
has improved so much since you’ve
been editor. Thank you for your
hard work.

Hello to Patricia. Take care, Mar-
tha Thayer Evans
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Col. Walter O. Gordon

Airman Joshua Larwood Senior
Airman Joshua Larwood, an aero-
medical evacuation technician in
the 914th Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron (AES) at the Niagara Falls
Air Reserve Station and a Daemen
College student, has been named
Outstanding Air Force Reserv-
ist of the Year for Western New
York. Airman Larwood is pursu-
ing a Bachelor of Science in natural
science/Doctor of Physical Therapy
(DPT).

Airman Larwood was recognized
at the Western New York Armed
Forces Ball, in the Connecticut
Street Armory on Saturday, May
11th.

Airman Larwood is currently de-
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ployed to Southwest Asia with the
379th Air Expeditionary Wing.

“Daemen College congratulates
Josh on this significant honor,” said
Daemen President Dr. Gary A. Ol-
son.

“We are proud of our student vet-
erans, and all of those who have
served in direct support of opera-
tions in Iraq and Afghanistan. Stu-
dent veterans are an important and
welcome part of the Daemen Col-
lege community.”

Airman Larwood enlisted in the
United States Air Force Reserve af-
ter completing one year at Niagara
County Community College. After
completing Basic Military Training
as an Honor Graduate, he was se-
lected student leader at his Techni-
cal Training School at Sheppard Air
Force Base, Wichita Falls, Texas.

While assigned to the 914th Aero-
medical Evacuation Squadron Air-
man Larwood deployed in support
of Operations New Dawn and Iraqi
Freedom, where he provided criti-
cal medical support and care for our
wounded warriors.

He has been hand-picked to sup-
port European Command medical
evacuation missions on four sepa-
rate occasions.

As an Aeromedical Evacuation
Technician Flight Instructor, Air-
man Larwood ensures that squad-
ron flyers maintain 100 percent
flying currency training, and partic-
ipate in flying continuation training
events. In addition to being a full-
time student at Daemen College,
he is a member of the Niagara Falls
Air Reserve Station Honor Guard.
Some of Airman Larwood’s decora-
tions include the Combat Readiness
Medal, Air Force Meritorious Ser-
vice Medal, Armed Forces Reserve
Medal with “M” device, and BMT
Honor Graduate ribbon.

Linage:
Joshua LARWOOD (Kymber-
lee Rae'?, Raymond Edward'!,
Raymond Ellsworth', Fred Le-
roy’, John Nelson®, Joseph’*?3,
Oliver*, William?®, Shadrach?,
Thomas' THAYER)




Now is your time to shine!

Help Expand Active TEA Thayer Families
Share Quarterly and Membership Forms

Genealogy has become a main-
stream buzz word as national
advertising has shown the avail-
ability of family research with
the linking of large databases.

LDS genealogy libraries are
now available throughout the
world for everyone to access as
internet programs encourage
people to search out their roots.

With the mobility of Americans,
unlike seated Europeans, families
have drifted apart as marriage
bonds have severed family units
across America and left them di-
vided. Add to this a tax system
which does not protect a family’s
core residence and fragmentation
and chaos has resulted.

The Thayer family has for years

sought to change this national
trend and placed into motion
means for improved relation-
ships and tools to aid the family
in discovery of roots while pro-
viding bridges for generations to
become reacquainted.

What each of us does now can
have a lasting effect for genera-
tions to come. - Editor

Please enter desired options:

above.
First member name:

Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership:
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership:

Thayer Families Association
Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form

Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman
Thayer Families Association
785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow MA 01106-2063

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above.

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated

Renewal:
Renewal:

Second family member name:

Number of years desired:

City, State:

Your Full Name(s) and Birth Dates:
Mailing Address: Number & Street:

X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:

Country, ZIP/Postal Code:

Telephone numbers optional:

Your E-Mail Address:

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded pdf files using (Adobe Acrabat) ? Yes
Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic Paper
May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business?

No

Yes No
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Contacting TFA

www.thayerfamilies.com

For all official business with the TFA, please write the
Secretary, Donald Wayne Thayer:
785 Williams Street #303

Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
Email: dwschome@yverizon.net

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family
Representative of a particular family, please write:

Patricia Thayer Muno,
Thayer Family Historian

3618 North 225 East

North Ogden, UT 84414-2762

Email: hjthayer@Verizon.net
(Please include an SASE if you need a reply.)

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is the
official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association. Article
selection and editorial is at the discretion of the Editor and may
not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, Directors, or members.
All materials published in the Thayer Quarterly will become the
property of the Thayer Families Association, and any further

disbursing will be at the discretion of the Board of Directors of the
Thayer Families Association, and/or the original author. Issues are
mailed the first week of the month as follows: Winter (Dec); Spring
(Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are available from
1994 to present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 2000 to present
is available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, please specify
paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5
each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA.

TFA, 785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to

the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ.
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability.
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be
credited to you. Deadline for submission is two weeks prior to

publishing . Please send via email to:

AOL.com
uno

ThayerFamilies
TQ Editor Don



