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   We invite all Thayers and friends 
to Braintree, Massachusetts, where 
our early ancestors settled. This 

Thayer Reunion Returns Families Home
June 19-21, 2014

area is full of Thayer heritage and 
landmarks waiting for us to con-
nect to our past. Braintree is located 
just 20 minutes south east of Boston 
and about 35 minutes northwest of 
Plymouth, where there is plenty of 
sightseeing to do.

   Hotel: we will be staying at the 
Hampton Inn, 215 Wood Rd., 
Braintree, MA. 02184. You will 
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want to make your reservations now 
so you don’t miss out on the great 
reduced TFA rates! Mention that 
you want the Thayer Family Asso-
ciation Reunion rates when you call 
1-781-380-3300, which are: King 
bed $129 or two queen beds $139 
and includes a free breakfast. This 
rate is reserved until May 2, 2014, 
after that the rate is King $189, two 
queens $199. 

   From the Logan Airport take 
the Braintree Logan express bus 
to the Braintree bus stop. Call the 
hotel at the above number to have 
a free hotel shuttle pick you up 
from the bus stop. You can see the 
Braintree Logan express schedule 

at www.Massport.com or for a 
fee you can go to www.extremeli-
moshuttleservice.net and arrange 
transportation to the hotel.

Reunion Schedule:
  Thursday, June 19th
Arrival and check into hotel. If 
you brought anything to donate to 
the goodie bag please connect with 
Tammy Thayer in the hotel at this 
time.

7:00 p.m.  Informal gathering in 
the hotel lobby. 
    We will have a TFA registra-
tion table in the lobby where you 
will check in and get your T-shirt, 
goodie bag, and the reunion sched-
ule details. Light refreshments will 
be served while we meet our Thayer 
cousins. As an icebreaker we would 
like each family to introduce them-
selves, and explain how they have 
creatively preserved their family 
heritage history for the next gen-
eration. For example, if you have 
made a Thayer family history DVD, 
scrapbook, display, or have a clever 
way to organize all those endless 
files of genealogy research, now is 
the time to share your ideas.

  Friday, June 20th
7:45 a.m.  The vendors and Thay-
ers with display tables will meet 
in the lobby for transportation to 
the Thayer Academy to set up the 
display area.

Breakfast on your own which is free 
for hotel guests.

Hampton Inn, Braintree, MA

French Connection Puzzle



�

Thayer Academy, Braintree, MA –visitation site of 2014 Thayer Family Reunion

9:00 a.m.  Wear your TFA Reunion 
T-Shirts today if you have them and 
meet in the lobby for transportation 
to our tour of the Braintree area, 
which includes some of the Thayer 
landmarks. 

   You will have a guided walk-
ing tour of the prestigious Thayer 
Academy. Visit their website at: 
www.Thayer.org for more infor-
mation. They will open their cam-
pus store for us if anyone is inter-
ested in purchasing items with the 
Thayer logo.
  
    We will stop to take a group pic-
ture while on the tour. Following 
lunch at the Thayer Academy you 
will have a chance to review a ven-
dor area with an interesting variety 
of Thayer-related display tables. 
    
    If you would like to have a table 
at this event please email Tammy at 
tlthayer@gmail.com.  A sneak pre-
view of some of the vendors are:

•	  Artist Katherine K. Thay-
er from Essex, MA, will display her 
fine art for sale. Www.ThayerArt.
com

•	 Authors Edna and Ta-
mara Thayer from Minnesota will 
have a book signing. Www.feisty-
Lydia.com and 			 
www.acountrydoctorgoestowar.
com

•	 Judy Thayer will have a 
display of her customized jewelry. 
Both Juldy and her husband Jerry 
make 	 jewelry with the TFA logo 
on it.

•	 No event like this would be 
complete without handcrafts made 
by Carol Thayer.

•	 Your name could go here, 
contact Tammy today to add your 
table!

Thayer Academy Opens Door to TFA Reunion
Reunion Schedule:

    At 2:30 PM we will leave the 
Thayer Academy and head for 
Boston to go on a tour.

    Pick one of the following:
1. Freedom Trail walking tour. 
This is a free self-paced tour of 
historic Boston. You can down-
load an audio tour to your MP3 
or get a tour map at www.the-
freedomTrail.org
2. Boston Ducks. Take a 90 min-
ute ride on one of the World War 
II amphibious duck boats. Cost: 
$36.65 adults, $26.15 children, 
$31.40 for seniors over 65. (Prices 
may vary as their site is not open 
until this season begins in March 
and then I will confirm and re-
serve our tickets.)  www.boston-
ducktours.com

Supper: There are so many won-
derful restaurants in the area so sup-
per will be on your own to enjoy the 
cuisine of your choice!

7:30 PM Transportation back to 
hotel

8:00 PM TFA General Meeting 

held in the lobby meeting area of the 
hotel. All members and guests are 
invited to attend. Only TFA mem-
bers can vote on business items. 
The meeting is usually about 60 
minutes. It is important to have all 
voices heard, please plan to attend.

 Saturday, June 21th

Early breakfast at the hotel on your 
own.

8:00 AM transportation leaves from 
parking lot of hotel to Plymouth 
Plantation, in Plymouth, Mass. 

    Though the Thayer surname did 
not come over on the Mayflower, 
many of us are descendants of the 
Mayflower through another an-
cestor who married into our direct 
line. After all, Plymouth and Brain-
tree are so close it is hard to imagine 
we are not all now descendants of 
one of the pilgrims. 
    
     Check out their website  www.
Plimoth.org to see their day’s 
schedule of fun events for the whole 
family. 

Friday  20 th Continued ...
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    Other attractions in the area of 
Plymouth rock, the Mayflower two, 
the national Monument to the fore-
fathers, a walk along the beach, as 
well as excellent charter boats for 
deep-sea fishing or whale watch-
ing.

Lunch is on your own.

At 2:00 PM there is a whale-watch-
ing tour with Capt. John. Check 
out the website at www.captjohn.
com. You can sign up on the website 
on your own but let us know on the 
registration form if you are going so 
we have a count. Cost: $47 adult, 
$29 under 12, and $39 over 62. He 
guarantees a whale sighting.

6:00 PM supper at Hearth ‘N Ket-
tle restaurant
	 A delicious plated dinner of 
either prime rib or seafood medley 
will be served. 
    
    Reservations are needed and must 
be signed up for on the reservation 
form. The cost will be $22.99 per 
person which includes clam chow-
der, prime rib or seafood medley, 
bread, seasonal vegetable, apple 
crisp, coffee or tea.

General Sylvanus Thayer birthplace, Braintree, MA  Braintree Historical Soci-
ety  maintains the museum and has a period collection which may be of interest 
to Thayers.  And although the Thayer Family Association no longer works with 
BHS, we support their efforts to maintain the memory of West Point’s founder  an 
early citizen of Braintree.   

Reunion Schedule:
Saturday Continued ...

Registration Form
On Page 27 of  Quarterly

June Family Reunion

 Officers, Directors & Editors of TFA
President:  		  Charles Russell Thayer
		     CThayer001@roadrunner.com 
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Genealogist/Historian/Author:		
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              	      Thayerfamilies@aol.com  
 Web Master:
                                                                          
          James Loren Thayer 
                    Jim@JLTthayer.com
 
 TFA Founder:
        Brig. General James B.Thayer
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Historian’s Report Spring 2014 - From Patricia’s mailbox:

Forwarded by Marc Thayer

A1C John Merl Thayer is on panel 
06W, line 006 of the Vietnam Memorial 
Wall in Washington, D.C.

John Merl Thayer Paid Ultimate Price 
In Vietnam for the Cost of Freedom

    John Merl Thayer,  born 11 Jul 1951 
Toledo, Lucas, OH, died 17 Oct 1970 
Vietnam.   

      Parents are Gerald Edward Thayer  and  
Virginia Doris Peppers  906 Riverway Ln 
Knightdale, NC 27545 - 7501
 
    The following from:  http://www.virtu-
alwall.org/dt/ThayerJM01a.htm
 
    Airman First Class John M. Thayer, 
of Oregon, Ohio, lost his life in Vietnam 
while serving at the Qui Nhon Army 
Airfield. An air cargo specialist, Airman 
Thayer was in charge of the ammo dump. 
Entering the Air Force on August 12, 
1969, Airman Thayer had been stationed 
in Vietnam from January 8, 1970, until his 
death. 

    A fellow Airman First Class John Nagel 
provided this account on the mishap that 
claimed Airman Thayer’s life. 

    Airman Nagel recounted that he and 
Thayer set out to walk the inside of the 
perimeter of their AO within the base, 
at approximately 10:30 p.m. Nagel said 
the base had been subjected to incoming 
rocket fire from time to time and the air-
men routinely checked their area for peace 

of mind before retiring for the night. 

   As they were crossing a service road 
inside the base, a Korean driving a large 
truck came around the corner of a build-
ing, lights out (a common practice at 
night), and stuck Airman Thayer. Airman 
Nagel said he and a few others transported 
Thayer to the Evac hospital, but Airman 
Thayer died before they were able to get 
him medical assistance. 
    
    Airman First Class John Thayer was 
a graduate of Clay Senior High School 
where he had been a member of the 
band. 
    
    At the time of his death, Airman Thay-
er’s brother, Gerald L. Thayer, was also 
serving in the Air Force, stationed in Ja-
pan.  (by Jerry A. Eversman)

John’s lineage:  John Merl (Gerald Ed-
ward11, Merle H.10, Gilbert Wells9, Wil-
liam8, Rufus7, Simeon6-5, Uriah4, Ebene-
zer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER 
and Virginia Doris PEPPERS.

Mailbox:  Letters from Readers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
From Marc Thayer on 6 Feb 2014  (Find A Grave contribu-
tor—see Fall 2013 TQ article on p. 26):

Thank You (Patricia) so much for the mention of my work 
on page 26 of the TFA quarterly. I’m honored and humbled 
for you mentioning me. As I’ve said many times it is a labor 
of love and I treasure your friendship and the many. many 
times we have worked together.  I believe we have helped con-
nect many individuals to their Thayer family roots and that is 
a blessing in and of itself.
 
God bless you for your work!

Don and Tricia - with her renewal, Sherry Widman wrote:   
“I wanted to mention how much I love the quarterly newlet-
ters.  My son and niece (12 & 15) find them fascintation as 
well.  Even tho it  is family and history combined, two things 
that bore most teenagers, they enjoy reading them from begin-
ning to end.”

I tho’t you’d like to know.
Judy  (Thayer)

Cartoon Submitted by Dwain Everett Thayer:

NOTE:  Letters to Patricia and  myself are always appreciated 
and will be printed in the Quarterly if space permits. 
                             Thank You,   Don Muno, Editor
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      From an E-mail message of Dr. Paul 
William Thayer of Cary, North Carolina 
of 7 Jan 2014:
    Just going through some old boxes and 
found a picture of Uncle Ralph and an ar-
ticle about him as a wood carver.  As you 
may know, he was one of the Vermont 
Hand Crafters.
      A few of days later, I received the news-
paper clipping and photo kindly shared by 
Paul:

Vermont Hand Crafters Show at Rutland Memorial Armory.

   Basswood figurines, wooden-ware, 
jams and jellies and hand-crafted stitchery 
were displayed Thursday afternoon at the 
Rutland Memorial Armory by about 40 
members of the Vermont Hand Crafters 
Inc.
    Entitled “Fall Foliage,” the 12th annual 
three-day bazaar was greeted with won-
derful weather and lots of people.  The 
displays were neatly arranged in the spa-
cious gymnasium of the Armory, afford-
ing an easy opportunity for the public to 
shop for the goods.
    According to Mrs. Edward Sperry of 
158 Killington Ave., president of the Hand 
Crafters, the bazaar contains hooked rugs, 
jewelry made from granite, marble and 
silver, hand-decorated  wooden bowls, 
ash trays , men’s furnishings, Christmas 
decorations and children’s toys.
    Ralph E. Thayer of Burlington and a 
specialist in “dawg” carving described the 
process of shaping children’s toys:
    “First the pattern is drawn on a block 
of wood and cut out by a band saw,” 
Thayer related.  “Then I use an assort-
ment of special knives and gouges to 
shape the figures.”
    When asked to explain how different 
woods were selected for various jobs, 
Thayer said, “Generally, we use bass-
wood for animals because it is soft and 
easy to carve; but sometimes special 
effects can be obtained from the col-
ors and grains of cedar, butternut, and 
bird’s-eye maple.”
    Mrs. Neil Cross, bazaar director, re-
ported there were approximately 80 Hand 
Crafters, She said that any legal resident 
of the state can be a member, but his work 
must be put before a jury before being al-
lowed to exhibit in the group’s bazaars.
    Ralph Ernest THAYER was born 20 
Apr 1893 in Brattleboro, Windham, VT, 
the son of Hervey Dwight THAYER and 

Patricia’s Mailbox - Out of the Past

Ralph Thayer Master Carver of Children’s Toys

Alice Betsey BETTERLEY.  He died 19 
Jul 1957 in Burlington, Chittenden, VT.  
He was married to Josephine TATRO 
(1889-1957) and they were the parents of 
three children: John Ernest, Elizabeth and 

Robert Dwight.  
     Ralph’s lineage follows:  Ralph Er-
nest (Hervey Dwight9, Orson8, Ezra7, 
Eseck6, Uriah5-4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinan-
do2, Thomas1) THAYER

    In our April 2013 Thayer Quarterly 
newsletter, we featured an article on Vale-
ria (Bednar) Thayer.  
    After this was published, Valeria had 
been moved from Grant, Nebraska to Los 
Alamos, New Mexico to a hospice that 
was near her eldest son, Gary Thayer and 
his Family.  
    Her daughter, Marlea, said Valeria had 
contracted Pneumonia in November and 
she started to decline at that point.  She 
passed away 15 Jan 2014 in Los Alamos, 
New Mexico.
    Valeria was laid to rest in the Czech Na-
tional Cemetery in Odell, Nebraska, next 

to her husband, Marion Carah Thayer and 
near her parents, Lyman and Vilma (Hart) 
Bednar.  
    From what I learned, both of these peo-
ple grew up near this place and Family 
members are entered there.
     A memorial service was held in Grant, 
NE. on the 15th of February.  States 
Dwain E. Thayer:  “Valeria’s life was 
one of being involved in every aspect of 
her Family’s live.  No one that I have 
known, besides my Mother, was more 
supportive.  I never saw her angry nor 
did I ever her say anything negative 
about another person.”  

Valeria Thayer was Never Negative
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(E-mail of 11 Feb 2014)  From Reverend David Eu-
gene Thayer Senior pastor of St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church, Annapolis, Maryland:

    You know there is a blessed connection all of us have 
through life; we really are of one family when you come 
down to it; we are but branches off the tree of human-
ity. I am blessed to be called a Thayer, but a lot of other 
names, too.  I bet we are all related somehow in one big 
family, whatever the race, creed, religion, nationality. 
When we all get to heaven I wonder if it will be like one 
big family reunion and we will have an eternity to share 
family stories and who is related to who. Thank you 
for your work on the ties of love that bind the Thayers 
in one family. I found it wonderful to know that man, 
Steve in my congregation, to be a cousin, and I find it 
wonderful to know you, too, connected through blood 
and God’s good grace. I will look at the materials you 
have sent and would love to join the association.  
    Thank you for honoring Mike. He was a Fire Chief at 
Fort Myers in Arlington Va. He went far in his career. 
Serving at the Pentagon on 9/11 as a first responder. 
Firemen often get blood disorders due to their inhala-
tion of toxins. They bear their work in their bodies. I 
said at Mike’s funeral that “he went further than me. 
He was like a Bishop as the Chief and I was but a 
humble parish minister. He followed me around when 
he was a kid, and now I follow him into paradise, but I 
cannot think of a finer man to follow after.”  
   Thank you for all your work. It means so much to 
know the connections of love that transcend time and 
place. 
                    Peace of Christ, Cousin Dave

Michael James Thayer (1957-2014)

Obituary:  
    
   Michael James Thayer, 56, a twenty two 
year resident of Davidsonville, died on 
January 2 at his residence. 
    Born on June 3, 1957 to the late Everette 
and Katherine Thayer, Mike graduated 
from Potomac High School and served in 
the U.S. Air Force. 
   He began his firefighting career at Ft. 
Myer Fire Department in Virginia in 1982, 
working his way up to Fire Chief, until he 
retired in 2011. 
    He was a member of Moose Lodge 

butions may be made to the Children’s 
Hospital Foundation, 111 Michigan Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20010. An on-
line guestbook is available at www.kalas-
funeralhomes.com.
  
 Published in The Capital on Jan. 9, 2014. 
 
Michael and Reverend Dave’s lin-
eage:  David Eugene and Michael 
James (Everett Eugene11, Eugene 
Harley10, George G.9, George Wash-
ington8, John7, Isaac6, Zachariah5-4, 
Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER 
and Dora Katherine CRUTCH-
FIELD.

Historian’s Report Spring 2014 - From Patricia’s mailbox:

Mike Thayer Served at the Pentagon on 9/11 
as a first responder; Fire Chief at Fort Myer 

1856 in Upper Marlboro, the West Penn 
Hunting Club and American Legion Post 
248. In his spare time, he enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, motorcycles and reading. 
    Mike is survived by his daughter, Jenni-
fer Powell and her husband D.J. of David-
sonville; a brother, Rev. David Thayer of 
Annapolis; a sister, Nancy Lee of Spring-
field, VA; and a granddaughter, Ashlynn 
Zimmerman of Davidsonville. Friends 
were invited to Mike’s Life Celebration 
from 10 a.m. until time of memorial ser-
vice at 11 a.m. on Friday, January 10, at 
St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church, 
4 Wallace Manor Rd., Edgewater. Inter-
ment private. In lieu of flowers, contri-
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The following memorial shared by 
TFA member, Arnold Ray Thayer of 
Grosse Ile, MI, is for his beloved son, 
Keith Daryl Thayer:

      Keith Daryl Thayer, age 52 of Mission 
Viejo, California, passed away on Jun 
13th 2012 of an infection he contacted 
while working in China

   Keith was born May 3rd 1960 near 
Rochester, Michigan to Arnold Ray and 
Betty Jo (Wade) Thayer.

   Keith started taking guitar lessons when 
he was 5 years old and continued playing 
for pleasure until his death.  At the age of 
17 he started giving guitar lessons in a local 
music store.  He also started a band called 
The Pyramids, consisting of a guitar, bass 
and drums.  They played for dances at the 
Lincoln Park, Michigan High School. 

   Keith started college while still in high 
school because university of Michigan 
had a pilot program called “Pilot and Ig-
nite” for gifted students.  His class in col-
lege was calculus I and at that time he 
gave a speech on Boolean Algebra.  He 
graduated as an electrical Engineer and 
his first job out of college was working for 
Westinghouse perfecting the radar system 
on an F16 fighter jet.  While still working 
there, he was called back to Michigan be-

Keith Thayer’s first Job was Perfecting  F16 Radar 

cause his mother was dying of breast can-
cer.  (One week after his return, she passed 
away at 49 years of age.)

   He then changed jobs and went to Texas 
to work for Texas Instruments and then 
on to California where he was employed 
by Silicon General.  After that, all his em-
ployment was in California, and he only 
returned to Michigan for his vacations.

   He married a co-worker in 1993 (Thanh 
Tran) and they had two children, Lauren 

E.; and Melissa Rae.  Although Keith and 
Thanh were divorced 10 years later, they 
remained good friends and shared the 
children a good share of the time.

   His last job was selling microphones to 
Apple, therefore, he spent a lot of time in 
China overseeing the production of his 
parts. [His last trip was to China.  He died 
of a virus of unknown origin after a short 
illness.]

   Keith’s hobbies were playing tennis, 
football and playing the guitar while 
maintaining a 3.5 grade point average.  
After high school, his hobbies changed to 
playing golf and boating.  He purchased a 
32 foot yacht which he moored near the 
Queen Mary in Long Beach, California 
(the Queen Mary is now permanently 
docked in Long Beach, Calif.)

   Keith is survived by his two children 
(Lauren and Melissa of Mission Viejo, 
CA); his father, Arnold R. Thayer of 
Grosse Ile, MI; his sister Robin Daly and 
her family of Grosse Ile, MI; Aunts Joan 
(Thayer) Carney.....

Keith Daryl (Arnold Ray12, Law-
rence11, Myron Lee10, Eli9, Darius8, 

William7, Baruch6, Ebenezer5, Uriah4, 
Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER and Betty Jo WADE

Keith Thayer  (1960 2012)

    Let’s get our YOUTH excited about 
Family History!  A recent rare study that 
looked at how story telling helps fami-
lies function.  It revealed that teens with 
a knowledge of their family histories 
are more likely to show higher levels of 
social and emotional health.  Curious 
to test your own knowledge? Here are 
some of the test questions used by the re-
searchers: 

1. Do you know how your parents met?
2. Do you know where your mother grew 
up?
3. Do you know where your father grew 
up?
4. Do you know where some of your 
grandparents grew up?

5. Do you know where some of your 
grandparents met?
6. Do you know where your parents were 
married?
7. Do you know what went on when you 
were being born?
8. Do you know the source of your 
name?
9. Do you know which person in your 
family you look most like?
10. Do you know  the oldest living  per-
son in your family?
11. Do you know the national back-
ground of your family (such as English, 
German, Russian, etc)?
12. Do you know some of the jobs 
that your parents had when they were 
young?

Here is a couple of web sites that give 
activities you can use to interest youth in 
Family History:
For younger children: https://family-
search.org/learn/wiki/en/Family_His-
tory_Activities_for_Children:_3-11
For older children: https://familyse-
arch.org/learn/wiki/en/Family_Histo-
ry_Activities_for_Children:_12-%3F

From Don and Betty Thayer, 
Chehalis, WA:  “The Thayer 
Quarterly newsletter is so much 
fun to read, we even share it with 
non-Thayers”!  

Note to Editor:

Family History Proven Good for Your Health
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	 Samuel White6 Thayer (Uri-
ah5, Shadrach4, Ephraim3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1) was born on 4 June 1757 in 
Braintree, Massachusetts, son of Uriah 
Thayer and Deborah Copeland [Braintree 
Town Records].  
      On 15 January 1780 Samuel pub-
lished his intention and on 9 May 1780 
he married Esther French in Braintree, 
Massachusetts. [Braintree Town Records]    
The marriage was conducted by the Rev. 
Ezra Weld.  Esther French was born 3 
Nov 1761 in Braintree, daughter of Eli-
sha French and Mary Ludden. [Braintree 
Town Records]  
    Samuel and Esther had 9 children all 
born and recorded in the Town Records of 
Braintree. They all lived to become adults 
which in that day was miraculous. 
    They were: Samuel White Jr. 26 Jun 
1783; Esther 19 Jan 1788; Elisha 15 Sep 

1789; Mary 23 Jan 1791; Ezra 18 Sep 
1793; Anna 29 Jun 1796; Silas 21 Oct 
1798; Susanna 9 Feb 1801; Sylvanus 20 
Nov 1803. I suspect but cannot prove 
that there was at least one additional 
child that may have been stillborn be-
tween 1783 and 1788 but there is no re-
cord of that.

    Samuel White Thayer was a Revo-
lutionary soldier and his widow Esther 
was awarded Pension W20086.  Samuel 
served from May 1775 to January 1776 
in the Company commanded by Captain 
Silas Weld in Colonel John Greaton’s 
Regiment in and around Cambridge and 
Boston, Massachusetts.  
     He then enlisted for a term of one year 
in the Company commanded by Cap-
tain Jacob Gould in Colonel Greaton’s 
Regiment and served for a time in the 
City of New York and in Albany and at 
Lake Champlain and on into Canada near 
Montreal.  

Revolutionary War Soldier Fought at Bunker Hill
Reasearch and story 

of Henry Jerome Thayer

Samuel White Thayer of  Braintree:   Thomas1

    The Regiment then returned down the 
Hudson River and into New Jersey and 
into an encampment at Valley Forge in 
December 1777. His term of duty was up 
in January 1777 and he was discharged 
and returned home to Massachusetts hav-
ing served a year and eight months in the 
Revolution.  
    During his service he served at the Lex-
ington Alarm, the Battle of Bunker Hill 
and Dorchester Heights, Ticonderaga and 
the battle of Saratoga.

    Samuel moved his family of 11 to the 
Town of Wrentham, Massachusetts in 
1809 and he died there on 3 January 1816. 
[Wrentham Town Records] 
    Esther did not remarry and after Con-
gress passed a new law for widow’s 
pensions, she applied for a pension on 6 
August 1838 when she was 76 years old.  
Micah White, a cousin of Samuel, testi-
fied to his service on 18 July 1838.  Sam-
uel’s son Dr. Elisha Thayer testified on 10 
Aug 1838 that Samuel had died in Janu-
ary 1816 and that Esther had not remar-
ried.  Judson Stoddard, the Town Clerk 
of Braintree, testified on 14 August 1838 
that Samuel and Esther were married on 9 
May 1780 in Braintree. Esther’s pension 
was awarded on 12 Sep 1838.

    Esther (French) Thayer died on 14 
September 1839 in Wrentham, Massa-
chusetts. [Wrentham Town Records]  She 
was buried next to her husband in Shepa-
rdsville Cemetery, in Wrentham.  There 
is a final notation in the pension file dated 
31 December 1839  from the Treasury 
Department, that the “children of Esther 
Thayer, deceased, a pensioner on the roll 
of the Massachusetts Agency, at the rate 
of 66 dollars and sixty seven cents per an-
num under the law of the 7th July 1838, 
has been paid at this Department from the 
4th of Sept. 1838 to the 4th March 1839.”  
Possibly after the death of Esther the chil-
dren questioned payments?

	 Samuel White Thayer did not 
serve the entire Revolutionary War but 
did  participate in several of the major 
events in the war and  survived a near 
probable death if he had remained dur-
ing the winter of 1777 at Valley Forge.

Meagan Taylor Thayer, daughter of Gary Taylor Thayer and Janis Denise 
Wright and granddaughter of Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer and Judith L. 
Young, married Donald Chadwick Dancer, son of Craig and Linda Dancer 
on 1 March 2014 at the Nathaniel Alexander Homestead in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. The bride is a senior at the University of North Carolina at Char-
lotte. The groom is a 2013 graduate of the same school and has been commis-
sioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the US Air Force. He will report for active duty in 
May 2014. 

Newest Thayer Marriage . . . Hoorah! 
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Dear Patricia and Don,

   We enjoyed our visit with both of you 
immensely. I am so happy that we finally 
made it to Utah and that you live in such 
close proximity to our sons.     
    Dean has wanted to meet you for years 
and now the opportunities to spend time 
together will be more frequent.     
    I DO want copies of the TQ. I also 
would like to re-join our subscription as 
soon as possible as well. Don has done a 
phenomenal job of putting these togeth-
er. They are very impressive.
    All of the work you have done, your 
life’s work really, has brought Dean so 
much closer to an understanding of his 
family. Something he had never had un-
til he met you and the information came 
to him much easier than ever before. 
    Of course, you know, his family was 
never allowed the luxury of asking ques-

   This last week, of February 2014, 
Dean and Pat Thayer drove to Utah 
from central California to visit two 
son’s who recently moved to Fruit 
Heights north of Salt Lake City.  Pa-
tricia and I invited them up to North 
Ogden where we had a wonderful 
visit.  Dean has been a family corre-
spondent for many years. After look-
ing over the Thayer Quarterly, Dean 
wanted to rejoin TFA and perhaps 
join other Thayers in Braintree in 
June.          Editor

Dean and Pat Thayer visit Author and Editor in Utah

tions about ancestors. As far as he was 
told there were none. Very sad!  I’ve al-
ways hoped that someday he would find 
out and feel as I do about my extensive 
family line through the research that 
continues to this day by many of my fam-
ily members.    
    Thank you for inviting us into your 
lovely home and sharing so much with 
us. We look forward to our next visit to 

UTAH so we can see you again.
Sincerely,    Pat

Dean and Pat Thayer  -  Dean has recently retired from 30 years service in 
Law Enforcement.  He serves as Patricia’s Family Representative for the 
descendants of Edwin Albert THAYER and Mabel Alice PALMER

Dean Edward (John Wilson11-10, 
Edwin Albert9, Nelson8, Leonard7, 
Paul6, Jonathan5-4-3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER and Shirley 
Oleen YANCEY

From: pkthayer@comcast.net

    During the age of the Tudors in Eng-
land, (1485 - 1603) it was a common 
practice to give the same name to more 
than one child. 
   
   To differentiate between them, the first 
child with the name was called “the El-
der” and the second child was called “the 
Younger”. 
   
    This would lead to confusion when one 
of them died between the time that the will 
was filed and probated, as the term was 

dropped on the death of one of them.  It 
would be difficult then to determine which 
of the two had died.
   The term “natural son” was used to 
distinguish a blood relation with a son-in-
law who would be related by Marriage. 
In the 17th century and earlier, the term 
illegitimate was not a common usage and 
“my base son” or “my bastard son” was 
used to denote illegitimacy.

   The term “my now wife” or “my present 
wife” does not necessarily mean that he 

had a former wife, but refers to his wife 
at the time that the will was written. The 
reason for this is that if his wife at the time 
should die and he remarried and died 
without a will, the new wife would inherit 
all the property and the children none. 
Usually the first wife was the one who was 
the mother of his children.

   The term “junior” (Jr.) after a name of-
ten was used to denote a younger person 
in the community with the same name but 
not necessarily a relative. 
      – Minnesota Genealogist    2014

Last Will and Testament
“Ye Old Times” Heart O’Lakes Genealogical Society 1stQuarter
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	 When I was young,  we went to 
at least two or three family reunions each 
year.  My mother’s family had all been 
in the same area for generations and I 
thought that was normal.  I had to look to 
my father’s family to truly understand the 
westward movement and the spreading 
of family ties.  I only attended a very few 
of reunions on my father’s side and found 
they were scatted far and wide.  I thought 
I would use one of my Thayer ancestor’s 
immediate family to demonstrate this 
point.

	 Charles6 Thayer (Daniel5, Sam-
uel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) was 
born 14 Aug 1782 in Orange, Massachu-
setts, son of Daniel Thayer and Beulah 
Corbitt. [Orange Town Records].  He 
married Mehitabel Brown 11 Aug 1803 
in Westmoreland, Vermont. [Westmore-
land Town Records]  The family moved 
to Barton, Vermont where the first child 
Polly was born on 30 July 1804. [Family 
Bible Record]  By 1806 the family was in 
Concord, Vermont, where Polly died on 
13 August 1806. [ Family Bible Record]  
Charles was listed in the 1810 census in 
Concord, Vermont.  Charles and Mehita-
bel had 5 children born in Concord and by 
1816 had moved to Bloomfield in Trum-
bull County Ohio where their son Charles 
was born 2 April 1816. [Family Bible 
Record]  Mehitabel’s brother Ephraim 
Brown had purchased a large tract of land 
in the area and Charles had purchased 
some of the same land from him.  Charles 
remained in Bloomfield and is in the 
1820, 1830 and 1840 censuses  there with 
six more children born there.  Charles 
Thayer’s wife Mehitabel died 6 Nov 
1847 [Family Bible Record, Tombstone]  
I cannot find Charles in the 1850 census 
so from 1847 to 1860 I am not sure where 
he is.  In the 1860 census he is in Flat 
Rock Township, Bartholomew County, 
Indiana at age 78 living with his daugh-
ter Clarissa’s family.  Charles returned to 

Ohio for a visit in 1866 and died in North 
Sheffield, Ashtabula County Ohio.  So 
Charles moved from Massachusetts to 
New Hampshire, to Vermont, to Ohio, to  
Indiana, to Ohio.  So what about the chil-
dren:

	 The first child Polly was born and 
died as a child in Vermont.  The second 
child Joseph Buckminster Thayer was 
born 4 August 1806 in Concord, Essex, 
Vermont [Concord Town Records, Fam-
ily Bible Record] He first married 30 Sep-
tember 1830 in Trumbull County, Ohio, 
by Jared Kimball, J.P.,  Bethiah Crow-
ell (1811-1840), daughter of Mayhew 
Crowell and Mehitabel Howe. [Trumbull 
County Marriage Records]  By 1833 Jo-
seph and Bethiah were in Bartholomew 
County, Indiana where their second child 
Christopher Joseph was born on 17 Sep 
1833.  They had three more children born 
in Bartholomew County before Bethiah 
died on 10 March 1840.  Joseph was 
called a Farmer and a Tanner in available 
records.  He did not wait long to remarry, 
after the common year of morning,  and 
on  28 April 1841 in Bartholomew Coun-
ty, he married Mary Wallace (1819-1858). 
[Bartholomew County Marriage Records, 
Bk. 3, pg. 255/6]  They had 11 children 
between 1841 and 1858.  Following Mary 
Wallace Thayer’s death on 8 July 1858, 
Joseph returned to Trumbull County Ohio 
to marry the widow Mary Ann (Marlow) 
Orr on 16 May 1859 [Trumbull County 
Marriage Records, married by Rev. A.B. 
Underwood]  Joseph took his bride back to 
Indiana where they are shown in the 1860 
and 1870 census.  By the 1880 census Jo-
seph and Mary and a number of their chil-
dren were in Chautauqua County, Kansas, 
where Joseph died 19 Mar 1886.  In total 
Joseph, with three wives, had 17 children 
who died one in Ohio, two in California, 
eleven in Indiana, one in Oregon, two in 
Oklahoma.

	 The third child of Charles Thay-
er was Daniel Corbitt Thayer b. 23 Aug 
1808 in Concord, Vermont. [Concord 

Town Records, Family Bible Records]  
He is my great great grandfather and 
went against the trend. He married 1 Oct 
1835 in Trumbull County, Ohio,  Sophro-
nia Bartlett, daughter of Roswell Bartlett 
and Olive Rice.  (1814-1903). [ Trum-
bull County marriage Records, married 
by John Hill J.P.]   Daniel bought land 
in Wayne Township, Trumbull County, 
Ohio and there he and Sophronia had 
twelve children.  In 1855 Daniel sold his 
farm in Trumbull County.  He made a trip 
west to look at land in Iowa but decided 
against it and bought land in Crawford 
County, Pennsylvania,  just to the east 
of the Ohio line. Their 13th child, Henry 
Clark Thayer,  was born 19 Sep 1860 in 
Pine Township, Crawford County, Penn-
sylvania.  Daniel Corbitt Thayer died 27 
Aug 1898 in Pine Township and Sophro-
nia died 5 May 1903.  Both are buried in 
the City Cemetery, Linesville, Crawford, 
Pennsylvania.  Of their 13 children who 
died: six in Pennsylvania, one in Virginia, 
one in Minnesota, two in Ohio, one in 
New York, one in Michigan, one in Kan-
sas.

	 The fourth child of Charles Thay-
er was Beulah Corbitt Thayer born 24 Aug 
1810 Concord, Vermont [Concord Town 
Records]  She married William Norton, 
son of Jacob Norton and Barbara Mign-
er on 16 Aug 1826 in Trumbull County, 
Ohio. [Trumbull County Marriage Re-
cords, married by Esquire Kimball J.P.]  
They moved to Bartholomew County, 
Indiana, before 1833 when their son Dan-
iel Thayer Norton was born 13 Jan 1833 
in Bartholomew County. They remained 
in Bartholomew County where William 
died 5 Oct 1870 and Beulah 3 Jun 1884.  
Both are buried in Liberty Cemetery, Clif-
ford, Bartholomew, Indiana. They had 16 
children, of which died: twelve in Indiana, 
four unknown.  Not much movement 
there.

	 The fifth child of Charles Thayer 
was Ira Nelson Thayer born 12 Oct 1812 
Concord, Vermont. [Family Bible Record]   

Thayer Family Travels Westward  Populating  States .  . From Massachusetts to California and Oregon
Research and Story 

by Henry Jerome Thayer

Can you Read, List and Tally States and Thayer Family left to Populate Each?
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He moved with the other Thayers to Bar-
tholomew County Indiana and there mar-
ried on 20 Oct 1833 Fanny Nancy Tooly, 
daughter of George Tooly and Frances 
Burnett.  [Bartholomew County Marriage 
Records, Bk. 2, p. 33]  They had 13 chil-
dren before 1860.  Ira died sometime be-
fore 1870 as Fanny was listed as a widow 
in the 1870 census of Wayne Township, 
Bartholomew County, Indiana.  The wid-
ow Fanny moved to Kansas before the 
1880 census where she is listed with her 
daughter Rebecca Jane (Thayer) Huston’s 
family at Gettysburg, Graham County, 
Kansas.  Fanny died 2 Dec 1898 in Kens-
ington, Smith County, Kansas. They had 
13 Children of which died: six Indiana, 
one unknown, one Kentucky, one Texas, 
two Kansas, one Nebraska, one Oregon.

	 The sixth child of Charles Thay-
er was Angeline D. Thayer born 13 Oct 
1813 Concord, Vermont. [Family Bible 
Record]  She married first 17 Jul 1831 
Trumbull County, Ohio Christopher C. 
Hoyt, son of Benjamin and Polly Hoyt. 
[Trumbull County Marriage Records]  
They had two children in Trumbull Coun-
ty and moved to DeKalb County Indiana 
in 1836, where three more children were 
born. Christopher died 20 January 1846 
in Newville Township, DeKalb County, 
Indiana.  Angeline took her children and 
moved back to Ohio and married in Octo-
ber 1852 William Northrup. She had three 
more children with William Northrup be-
fore his death in 1865 in Ashtabula Coun-
ty, Ohio.  Angeline died 22 May 1893 in 
Columbia Township, Van Buren County, 
Michigan.  Of the 8 children of Angeline 
and her two husbands, they died: one Mis-
sissippi, one unknown, four Michigan, 
one Kansas, one Indiana.

	 The seventh child of Charles 
Thayer was Charles Thayer Jr. born 2 
April 1816 in Bloomfield, Trumbull 
County, Ohio. [family Bible Record]  
Charles first married Kervill Widner, born 
19 February 1818 in Washington County, 
Virginia, daughter of Jacob Widner, on 22 
April, 1836 in Trumbull County, Ohio. 

[Bartholomew County Marriage Records, 
Bk. 2, p. 127]  Charles had gone to Indiana 
and came back to Ohio to marry.  They 
had 12 children before Kervilla died on 3 
March 1853 in Columbus, Bartholomew, 
Indiana.  She was buried in Lambert 
Cemetery in Columbus.  Charles mar-
ried second 20 Mar 1854 Bartholomew 
County, Martha Ann Hendrickson, born 
24 Jun 1824 Dexter, Indiana, daughter 
of Aaron Hendrickson and Mary Moore. 
[Bartholomew County Marriage Records 
Bk. 5, p. 344]  They had seven children 
before Martha’s death in 1893. Charles 
Thayer married third to Maria Kerns 
about 1895 in Smith County, Kansas. 
Charles Thayer Jr. died 2 Jul 1902 in Plum 
Township, Phillips County Kansas and 
Martha Ann died 11 Dec 1893 in Smith 
Center, Smith County, Kansas and Maria 
died 8 February 1910 in Cassiopolis, Cass 
County Michigan.  Charles and Martha 
Ann are buried in Olive Branch Cemetery 
in Kensington, Kansas.  With his first two 
wives Charles had 19 children who died:  
eleven Indiana, one Missouri, three un-
known, four Kansas.

	 The eighth child of Charles 
Thayer was Hiram Thayer born 22 April 
1818 in Bloomfield, Trumbull County, 
Ohio  [Family Bible Record];  he married 
30 January 1840 Bristolville, Trumbull 
County, Ohio Barbara Ann Barb, born 25 
May 1819 in Virginia, daughter of John 
Bard and Mary Sager. [Trumbull County 
Marriage Records, married by Ephraim 
Brown J.P.]  Hiram remained in Trumbull 
County and he and Barbara had 9 chil-
dren.  Hiram died 9 January 1899 in Bris-
tol, Trumbull County, Ohio [Trumbull 
County Death Records] and Barbara Ann 
died 30 Jan 1907 in Youngstown, Mahon-
ing County Ohio, both are buried in Sager 
Cemetery, Bristol, Trumbull County, 
Ohio.  Hiram and Barbara had 9 children 
of whom died:  two Pennsylvania, seven 
Ohio.

	 The ninth child of Charles Thay-
er was Lorenzo Thayer born 15 July 1819 
in Bloomfield, Trumbull, OH and died 15 

January 1823 in Bloomfield. [Family Bi-
ble Record]  The tenth child was Clarissa 
H. Thayer born 12 Oct 1820 Bloomfield, 
Trumbull County, Ohio. [Family Bible 
Record]  Clarissa Married 7 October 1841 
in Trumbull County, Ohio, Jonathan Barb, 
born 12 October 1816 in Virginia, son of 
John Barb and Mary Sager. [Trumbull 
County Marriage Records, married by 
Charles Peck, J.P.]  Jonathan and Clarissa 
had 4 children born in Trumbull County 
before moving to Bartholomew County, 
Indiana, where two more were born.  Clar-
issa Thayer Barb died 18 September 1900 
in Clifford, Bartholomew County, Indi-
ana, and Jonathan died 7 February 1903 
in Clifford; they both are buried in Liberty 
Cemetery in Clifford.  Of their 6 children 
who died: three Indiana, three unknown.

	 The eleventh child of Charles 
Thayer was Dow Thayer b. 10 March 
1823 Bloomfield, died 15 September 
1823 in Bloomfield. [Family Bible Re-
cord] The twelfth child of Charles Thayer 
was George Thayer born 14 February 
1825 in Bloomfield, died 14 February 
1828 in Bloomfield. The thirteenth child 
of Charles Thayer was Sarah Thayer 
born 14 June 1827 in Bloomfield. [Fam-
ily Bible Record]  She married Thomas 
Martin Hendrickson, as his second wife, 2 
March 1854 in Flat Rock, Bartholomew 
County, Indiana; he was the son of Aaron 
Hendrickson and Mary Moore. [Bar-
tholomew County Marriage Records, bk. 
C-10, p. 128]  Thomas and Sarah had 4 
children before she died 11 March 1859 in 
Flat Rock.  She is buried in Liberty Ceme-
tery in Clifford. Two of their four children 
died in infancy and Thomas remarried 15 
February 1860 and took the family to Lin-
coln County Kansas.

	 This family is a good example 
of the westward movement and an inspir-
ing example of early population explo-
sion. This couple born in Massachussetts 
within two generations added to the popu-
lation of at least eighteen states. It entails 
a movement from roots in Massachusetts 
through New Hampshire and Vermont to 
Ohio and then Indiana with grandchildren 
moving to California and Oregon on the 
far west of the country

Thayer Family Travels Westward  Populating  States .  . From Massachusetts to California and Oregon
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    From the Philip Morris Magazine, 
Winter 1988, by Brian Riley and shared 
by Julianne Jordan Mevis in Feb 1996 
mailing:
   Edith Latimer’s diminutive frame sits 
contentedly at her dining room table, her 
little feet covered in a new pair of white 
leather tennis shoes.
   “I don’t expect to retire,” she says, con-
vincingly, “I don’t think there’s much fun 
in that, do you?”
   For this 101 year old, retirement is far 
from her mind.  She’s held several careers 
in her lifetime, the latest  - painting land-
scapes - didn’t begin until her 80’s.

   “I think you should do what you want to 
do,” she says, I’m just glad that I can do 
my art.  It’s my livelihood.”
    Mrs. Latimer continues to produce a 
variety of colorful oil paintings and sketch 
art, most of which are fond remembranc-
es of her youthful days in snowy Vermont.  
She has sold many of her painting at art 
shows, and proudly mentions that the 
late Truman Capote owned several of her 
winter scenes.
   Both Edith Thayer in Rutland, Vt., on 
Dec. 9, 1886, at the age of five her family 
relocated to Stamford, Conn., before set-
tling in Brooklyn, New York.  There she 

attended Erasmus High School and sup-
plemented her education with courses in 
music, speech, art and home economics. 
  Married to Harry Sylvester Latimer 
in 1911, they raised six children, had 13 
grand-children, and ultimately 23 great 
grandchildren.
   Following the death of her husband 
Harry and the untimely demise of her el-
dest daughter, Virginia, Edith raised her 
daughter’s children and proudly tells of 
their great successes in the professional 
world.
     But it is Edith’s triumphs that truly im-
press and that really impress and inspire.  
    The author of two cookbooks, she taught 
several catering courses and has appeared 
on television with Steve Allen to demon-
strate her talents as a cake decorator.  She’s 
run several catering businesses, operated 
a 24-hour military food service during 
World War II. and hosted “Good Liv-
ing,” a radio program during the 1940’s.  
   Later, she served as a production co-
ordinator for several Broadway the-
ater productions, including the classics 
“Damn Yankees,” “West Side Story” 
and “Goldilocks.”
   She now lives with her daughter, Lois 
Dancik, in Bayshore, Long Island, where 
she paints, indulges her sweet tooth, and 
takes breakfast each morning at Burger 
King. “We’d just to go to Friendly’s,” she 
says, “But they weren’t very
friendly.”
    A self-proclaimed choco-holic, she says, 
“If I had to count calories I don’t know 
what I would do.”
    Edith attributes her longevity to her pos-
itive state of mind and to the support of her 
daughter, Lois.
    “I’m not a complainer,” she says, I  pick 
up and go on and it works out well.  You 
know, the more we feel well and smile , 
the better we are and the better we make 
it for other people.”

Lineage:  Edith (Asa Marshall9, 
Jeremiah8, Asa7, Jeremiah6-5, 
Ebenezer4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) THAYER and Caro-
line A. WHITE.

Out of the Past... From Patricia’s Mailbox
Edith ‘Thayer’ Latimer  Noted  Artist at 101

    Make It for the Party #1 and Simplified 
Cake Decorating authored by Edith were 
recently purchased from Amazon.com 
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13,000 Attend 2013 Rootstech Conference  in SLC
     Go to Rootstech.org or Google  
2013 Roots Tech Conference for 
videos and content information.

    Normally, at this time of the year, we are 
joining thousands of other ambitious Ge-
nealogists at the annual RootsTech Con-
ference held in Salt Lake City.  Instead, we 
were attending our ELEVENTH Funeral 
since April 2013!!  We have actually lost 
eleven close friends in less than a year!
    This conference, I have heard has ex-
ceeded expectations for the genealogist 
and the most exciting thing was the an-
nouncement that Family History sites 
will be working together to make finding 
genealogical information much easier for 
the researcher!  
     I am reprinting here for our readers 
an article appearing February 15th in our 
local Standard Examiner newspaper by 
correspondent Rachel J. Trotter:
SALT LAKE CITY -- As more than 13,000 
people from across the world converged 
on the Salt Palace last weekend for the 
annual Global RootsTech Conference, 
the largest family history conference in 
the world, they didn’t know they would be 
part of a historic announcement.
    The event is sponsored by FamilySe-
arch, The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints’ premier family history site.
     At RootsTech, FamilySearch an-
nounced plans to collaborate with 
Ancestry.com, Find my Past and My 
Heritage, three of the largest paid fam-
ily history sites, to share information and 
allow LDS Church members free access 
to their sites. FamilySearch is a free site.
    The announcement will have long-
reaching effects in the world of family his-
tory, said Paul Nauta, public affairs man-
ager for RootsTech and FamilySearch. 
Nauta said the collaboration will greatly 
reduce time to find information. 
    At the current rate, according to Fami-
lySearch, it would take 200 to 300 years to 
index online the 5.3 billion records Fami-
lySearch has already preserved. By col-
laborating with the other paid databases, 
the time to index the current records can 
be done in 20 to 30 years.
    Perks on all sides include being able to 
collaborate with cameras and other tech-
nology to put online data that has never 
seen the light of the Internet. 

   “The commercial sites have resources 
they are bringing to the table, and we 
have resources like volunteers that we are 
bringing to the table,” Nauta said.
    The paid sites aren’t worried they will 
lose LDS subscribers, because they don’t 
feel there’s a lot of LDS subscribers al-
ready. “LDS people are traditionally 
frugal people, so they don’t worry about 
losing out on that,” Nauta said. 
    Everything will go online the second 
quarter of this year. “From a Latter-day 
Saint perspective, they will now have 80 
percent of the online history content in the 
world from their home,” Nauta said.
   North Ogden resident Kent Bailey said 
the announcement was one of the most 
exciting parts of the conference for him. 
“This will have such a great impact,” 
Bailey said. 
     Participants attended classes and 
walked through the expo, which had 
hundreds of booths as well as several 
computer-docking stations for partici-
pants to put their new knowledge to work 
immediately. 
   Nauta said the announcement of the 
three partnerships have gotten other on-
line groups interested in collaborations as 
well. He said that although 1 billion indi-
viduals’ information has been preserved 
on the FamilySearch online family tree, 
about 27 billion more people still need to 
be identified to complete the family tree of 
mankind since A.D. 1500. 
   Though that sounds daunting, Nauta 
said, there are billions of records out there 
just ready to be put online, and the part-
nership will make that happen.
    Also, events like RootsTech are huge 
for family history work in general.

“There is nothing like it in the industry,” 
Nauta said of RootsTech. “There is such 
a broad range of history.”
   When people come to RootsTech, they 
find there is more to family history than just 
dates, he said. “Family history is about 
the dash, and today we have so much liv-
ing history. All of the social networks are 
nothing but family history,” Nauta said.
    Another component is having volun-
teers and youth volunteers, which was 
also a key to the success of RootsTech. 
This year, an entire day of the conference 
was focused on youths. 
    More than 4,000 youth registered for 
Saturday’s presentation, which included 
popular speakers, hands-on classes and 
demonstrations on how to do specific 
family history.
    RootsTech will continue with online 
courses offered at 622 remote locations. 
Nauta said there will be about 150,000 
participants when all is said and done, 
because the information will be put online 
for family history fairs through the year.
    The focus on genealogy by members 
of the LDS faith is rooted in the belief 
that families should be the focal point of 
their lives, and that family relationships 
continue into eternity, according to The 
Associated Press.
    We love attending the conference, 
which contains ALL things Family His-
tory!  There are literally dozens of booths 
with so much NEW technology.  It is re-
ally mind-boggling to keep up with all the 
new tools available to the researcher.  We 
highly recommend that anyone serious 
about finding their family roots make an 
attempt to attend next year. It is always 
held in February.

Patricia Thayer Muno
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      In June of 2005, at our Thayer Family Reunion in Abing-
don, Virginia, our fellow TFA member, Earl Clausing Thayer, 
of Cedarburg, WI handed me a copy of a letter on typewritten 
paper that mentioned THAYERS.  It had come to Earl and 
Betty through a friend by the name of Champlin that also lived 
in Wisconsin.  The letter had been written about 150 years be-
fore by one Mary Faxon (born 1829), who became the wife of 
Charles Oliver Howe.  At the time, it was next to impossible 
to decipher the letter, since Mary never gave any dates, nor 
did she use full names for anyone mentioned.  With the use of 
Ancestry.com and my “guesstimate” of an approximate time 
period, I was finally able to figure out who these people were 
and their exact relationship to one another.  Only one person 
remains a mystery, and that person was referred to by Mary as 
“Aunt Thayer.”  As you read through Mary’s letter, you will 
understand how difficult it was to know who she was writing 
about without my comments.  

Below is the text as I received it from Earl, with my com-
ments and research inserted in brackets   [ ].

Thayers and the French Connection Puzzle
Patricia Thayer Muno

 
My Grandmother on Father’s side [Lydia Gardiner] was born 
in Newport, Rhode Island in ____ [1754]

Her first husband was a Mr. [Robert] Champlin by whom she 
had one daughter, Mary [Champlin].  

Her second husband was my grandfather [John Hind Faxon], 
a scholarly man, a physician.  My father [John G. Faxon] says 
he could read the dead languages and also speak French, Span-
ish and Italian fluently.  His library was largely made up, as I 
remember, of books in these languages.  Where his books went 
I never knew.

Mary Champlin, the daughter, married Col. [William] McRae, 
who was sent by our government with father’s cousin, General 
[Sylvanus] Thayer of West Point to examine the fortifications of 
Europe. 

When grandmother [Lydia Gardiner] was a girl she lived in 
Newport and says she well remembers [George] Washington 
often attending parties where he was a guest.

She used to tell us of the gay times in Newport when the French 
fleet was anchored there, and many a time has danced with 
*Count Rochambeau who was a “jolly Frenchman.”

A very beautiful girl was visiting her at the time, a Miss Tilling-
hast (I think), with whom **Count Dupont of the Fleet fell des-
perately in love.

He was married, but wanted to contract a “left-handed 
marriage” with this beautiful, high-born American girl.  
She indignantly refused.

When the fleet was about to leave, the Count [Dupont] 
came to bid grandmother goodbye and asked her if Miss 
T. Would accept a gold watch as a parting token?  Then 
he took from his watch chain one of the seals and said (my 
Aunt Mary [Champlin] was lying in her cradle) “keep this 
and give it to your little daughter from her mother’s friend 
[Count Dupont].”

This ***intaglio was, I suppose, Count Dupont’s profile.

This story was told to me by Aunt [????] Thayer who had the 
seal in her possession after Aunt [Mary Champlin] McRae, 
her half-sister, died, and she gave the seal to me.  Aunt Mary 
[Champlin] McRae gave the seal to Aunt [????] Thayer.

Mary F. [Faxon] Howe
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**Count Pierre Dupont de l’Étang, was a French 
general of the French Revolutionary and Napole-
onic Wars, as well as a political figure of the Bour-
bon Restpration. (Wikipedia)

***Intaglio: A piece of jewelry having a sunken 
design.

Historic Hunter house in Newport, RI.

The Hunter House is located at 54 Washing-
ton Street, near the Northern end of New-
port’s Historic District. It is currently open 
for limited public tours, and displays period 
furnishings and a restored 18th-century gar-
den. The original portion of Hunter House 
was built in 1748 for Colonial Deputy Gov-
ernor Jonathan Nichols Jr.  The house was 
purchased in 1945 to prevent its demolition, 
leading to the formation of the Preservation 
Society of Newport County. (Wikipedia)

Unraveling History  Is Often Dependent on Lost 
Personal Letters Later Discovered and Decoded 

*Marshal Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, Comte de Ro-
chambeau (1 Jul 1725-1807) was a French nobleman and 
general who played a major role in helping America win inde-
pendence during the American Revolution.  During this time, 
he served as Commander-in-chief of the French Expedition-
ary Force which embarked from France in order to help 
the American Continental Army fight against British forces. 
(Wikipedia)
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Following is my illustration showing exact relationships between the individuals in Mary Faxon Howe’s letter:
Relationships of Mary Faxon Howe’s letter

Patricia Thayer Muno

– Internet Genealogy/Family Chronicle 
Newsletter Vol 2 #24
– Lisa Elzey Ancestry.com

    Families often remained together 
or nearby through history. So when 
you can’t find an ancestor, search 
for his or her siblings instead.  
Search up and down census pages, 

city directories and more. You may 
discover your ancestor was living 
just down the street from a sibling 
– or even in the same house. Not 
sure which sibling to search? Try 
the one with the most unique given 
name first. That way if you’re miss-
ing your own ancestor because of 

a misspelled or common surname, 
you may be able to find the family 
faster through a first name-only 
search of a uniquely named sib-
ling.  Note any sibling obituaries 
you find, too: they may mention 
the ancestor you’re seeking as well 
as his or her city of residence.

Internet Genealogy Hint When Searching for Siblings:
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    The USGenWeb is a free web site 
whose web address is www.usgenweb.
com. This site provides access to state data 
bases for all states in the United States as 
well as Washington D.C. and Oklahoma 
Indian Territory. 
     When the site comes up , on the left side 
of the page is the list of the states. Click 
on the state you wish to research in and 
a list of Databases pertaining to that state 
will appear. Select the database related 
to your query, such as marriages, births, 
deaths etc. 
   This website should be a major site 
that comes to your mind when you sit 
down to do family research.

– Internet Genealogy/Family Chronicle
Newsletter Vol 2 #24   – Diane Richard

   This (or any other cloud-based space) 
has revolutionized some of what we do. It 
is now easier than ever to share large col-
lections of video, audio or photos with our 
family, colleagues or  others. 

    No more e-mail server limits to con-
tend with. Additionally, I have it set up so 
certain files I have created in dropbox au-
tomatically sync with my cellphone. For 
example, any photos I take on my cell-
phone start downloading to dropbox as I 
enter my house. 
    
    By the time I’m working on my com-
puter, I can start sorting/filing them to their 
respective projects.

– Eastman Newsletter- January 21, 2014 
[The following announcement was writ-
ten by Ancestry.com, January 21, 2014]

    Additional 1 Billion Global Records 
from 67 Countries to be Available on 
Ancestry.com    
    Ancestry.com announced today an ex-
tension of their collaborative efforts with 
FamilySearch International that will make 
more than 1 billion additional records 
from 67 countries available on Ancestry.

Food for Thought
20 Years ago we had: 		
		  Johnny Cash, 	
		  Bob Hope and 	
		  Steve Jobs.
Now we have: 			 
		  No Cash, 		
		  No Hope and 	
		  No Jobs.
Please ...
Don’t let Kevin Bacon Die!

  ...An interruption by my wife re-
questing I make a phone call to a 
Virginia Thayer living in North 
Carolina  allowed me to request in-
formation of her son who died in 
Viet Nam.. 

    Virginia’s husband now 90 as-
sisted in giving me their daughter’s 
phone number where  we will call 
next Monday to get additional infor-

Ring a Ding Ding ...The Most Effective Tool 

Ancestry.com Expands Groundbreaking 
Collaboration With FamilySearch

com. These already digitized records, pro-
vided by FamilySearch, are in addition to 
the agreement the two largest providers of 
family history resources announced a few 
months ago that will help digitize, index 
and publish an expected 1 billion global 
historical records never before published 
online from the FamilySearch vault over 
the next five years.
    These collections will provide Ancestry.
com customers with rich details that will 
help them discover new information about 
their ancestors from around the world...  

‘I love Dropbox and      
I Use It For Free’

US GenWeb Project 

mation and be able to make a com-
puter email connection.  

   This is an ongoing example to 
make Thayer contacts and inform 
Thayers of the existance of TFA 
and Patricia’s  research. There are 
thousands of Thayers needing to 
hear from us. Help us make con-
nections!  Look in this issue for 
Verginia’s son’s story.

Reagan Scott 
Thayer was 
born at 4:48 

a.m. Wednesday, 
November 20, 
2013 by C-sec-
tion. Everyone 

is doing fine. De-
spite being early 

by 3 weeks, he 
weighed in at 8 

lbs. 14 oz.  As his 
big sister Ryan 

said: “He comed 
out! But he’s a 
little bit small.”

After Patricia spent 10 days compiling 
the Thayer deaths of 2013 for our Presi-
dent Russ Thayer for the June Reunion, 
its good to welcome a new Thayer baby.
    Newest baby Thayer arrival in the line 
of Immigrant Thomas Thayer!  I received 
the following E-mail message of 22 Nov 
2013 from Robert James and Marilyn 

(Withey) Thayer:  
    Regan Scott Thayer’s lineage:  Regan 
Scott (Scott Robert13, Robert James12, 
Francis Joseph11, Peter Francis10, Os-
car Budd9, Harrison Jordan8, Enoch7, 
Eleazer6, Simeon5,  Uriah4, Ebenezer3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER and 
Rebecca HUFFMAN.

Newest Baby Adds One More to Thomas1 Line
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    The following article was submitted 
to me years ago by both  Julianne (Jor-
dan) Mevis (in 1993), and Earl Clausing 
Thayer (in 2005):

Search for Roots, Leads to Hogarty, Old 
Timber Town

by Dorothy Ogrisovich [now Dorothy 
Plautz]

Special to the Sentinel.
8 November 1985

    My Genealogical search recently took 
me to Marathon County to look for the 
community of Hogarty, where my father 
had grown up,  For years he had told me 
tales of his life in the bustling household of 
his uncle, Wakeman William Thayer, the 
second postmaster of Hogarty.

    Much to my dismay, Hogarty has al-
most vanished. There is no longer a post 
office and all that remains of the commu-
nity my father remembered is a gas station 
and a county store.  A marker still bears 
the name Hogarty, and if you look quickly 
enough, you may realize that you are pass-
ing through what was once a town.

    I was disappointed, thinking I had made 
the long trip north from Waukesha for 
nothing.  Fortunately, I needed gas so I 
stopped at the little gas station and there 
I discovered that although the outer evi-
dence of the community is almost gone, 
the people of Hogarty, proud of its illustri-
ous past, have not let its history die.

    I was directed to several residents (one 
now living in the Thayer house) who 
were happy to show me pictures and clip-
pings about the town that once was the 
hub of the logging community.  Located 
halfway between Antigo in Langlade 
County and Wausau in Marathon County, 
Hogarty was the general stopping place 
for the logging crews.

    All Winter, crews of 20 to 30 men de-
termined the amount of yield in scaled 
lumber) and the slashers (who marked the 
trees to be cut) with their two-man cross-

cut saws.  The woods rang with the call of 
“timber” and the groan of falling trees.

    One old-timer told me the men stripped 
off their shirts as the worked, singing and 
shouting with the sheer joy of living.  At 
night in the camp there was music -- a 
good hoedown with mouth organs, jew’s-
harps and fiddles.  Then it was off to bed, 
with the sawing starting all over again at 
the crack of dawn.

     The logs were piled out on the ice, ready 
for the spring thaw and the float down to 
the sawmills.  Busy drives with their ox 
teams hauled the logs out of the river, fill-
ing the air with “gee” and “haw” and some 
“salty” language as well as they prodded 
the teams with a gourd stick.  Much stron-
ger than horses, the oxen could haul enor-
mous loads.

    When the booming of the ice signaled 
spring breakup, another saga began, the 

From Patricia’s mailbox - Out of the past:

 2nd photo:  Wakeman William THAYER, son Chester David THAY-
ER, step-daughter Maud Pearl EDWARDS, wife Ellen (BROOKS) 
THAYER in front of their home in Hogarty. 
                                               Photos courtesy Dorothy Marsh Plautz of Pewaukee, WI.

Hogarty Vanishes Along with its Post Office and Timber 
and Bustling Community  -  but NOT Its Gas Station! 

coming of the log drivers.  Everyone in 
town knew that the timber run was over 
for the season when the “sackers” arrived 
(they retrieved any logs left along the 
banks or in marshes).

    There was excitement, too, in the log 
drive, logrolling and wagering.  They still 
tell the story of Christ Lund, who wagered 
he could ride the logs over the rapids of the 
Eau Claire Delta and, so far as is known, 
was the only man to accomplish this feat 
and come through alive, thus winning his 
bet.

    As the old timers talked, I could almost 
see the excitement and dangers of life in 
those days that my father remembered, 
and sense the let-down everyone in town 
felt when the timber run was over.

    Hogarty got its name from its founder, 
John C. Hogarty, who after serving in 
Company D., 5th Wisconsin Infantry in 
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(NOTE: a photo is 
with this article of 
Wakeman, standing 
outside the post office 
with his wife, their 
nine children, ox team 
and the family’s pet 
goat –captions read: 
“Hogarty was the 
hub of the logging 
community during its 
heyday.”  This photo is 
supposedly on its way 
to me from Wisconsin.  
The sender is quite 
elderly and has been 
snowed in. We hope 
she  is ok.

States Dorothy:  
“Most of the 
pictures came from 
tin types in Abigail 
(Marsh) Thayer’s 
album which was 
given to me by 
Chester Thayer, son 
of Wakeman Wil-
liam Thayer and his 

Wakeman William THAYER in his 32nd de-
gree Mason Uniform.

the Civil War, took up his claim and be-
came the first postmaster.  He married 
twice, both of his wives being Indian 
maidens and one said to be an Indian prin-
cess.

    John Hogarty became the first chairman 
of the Town of Harrison on Dec 20, 1888.   
He died on Oct 11, 1899, and is buried 
with many other pioneer settlers in the 
old Hogarty cemetery, which is located 
on the east bank of the Eau Claire River 
on the Ed Gunderson farm.  I could locate 
no cemetery records, but the earliest grave 
I found was that of J.C.Dodge, who died 
Feb. 28, 1956.

    After Hogarty retired from the post of-
fice, my father’s uncle, Wakeman Wil-
liam Thayer, became the postmaster.  A 
log scaler and farmer, he went on to be-
come an important force in the commu-
nity.  Wakeman William Thayer died 
1 Jan 1925.  The post office is no longer 
there, and neither is the timber.  Today the 
land is under the plow and Hogarty is only 
a marker along a busy highway.  The saga 
is ended but not forgotten, not as long as 
there is anyone left who can spin takes of 
Hogarty, the town that once was.

    Wakeman William  Thayer was born 
April 1848 in Waukesha county Wis-
consin, the son of Alonzo THAYER and 
Anna J. COOK.  He died 1 Jan 1925 
in Hogarty, Marathon, Wisconsin.  He 
married Abigail Anna MARSH about 
1978 and they were the parents of 5 
known children: i. Cora (1879-1880); 
ii. Darwin Edward (1881-1945); iii. 
Leonard W. (1882-1922); iv. Flora M. 

(1884-1920); and v. Myrtle (1885-1947) 
THAYER. 

Wakeman married 2nd in 1891 to Ellen 
BROOKS, and they were the parents of 
one child: Chester David Thayer (1896-
1975).

Wakeman William Thayer’s father 
was Alonzo Thayer, who was born about 
1823 in Dansville, Livingston, New York, 
the son of James THAYER and Lydia 
(maiden name unknown).  It is a very 
short lineage.  If anyone has any informa-
tion to share on this family, we would be 

Stories of Logrolling and Shooting Rapids Riding a 
Log Are Rememberd and Still Told by a Few 

– Eastman’s Newsletter, January 15, 
2014
    What if you could visit that old home-
stead or scroll back in time when your 
neighborhood was an old farm field? 
Google Earth can do that.  
     Eric Stitt published an article that states, 
in part, “Using geographic information 
found in deeds and addresses from sourc-
es such as census data, property where 

ancestors and neighbors once lived may 
be marked on historical maps, which can 
then be overlaid on modern Google maps. 
Geographic features mentioned in prop-
erty descriptions such as rivers and creeks 
will appear on topographical maps and in 
Google’s satellite imagery. Using this in-
formation, it is possible to locate a family 
homestead on an historical map and com-
pare the changes to those locations that 

have occurred over time as the area de-
veloped. In some instances, the old home 
may still be there or a family cemetery.”         
The article does not contain step-by-step 
instructions. Instead, it describes the re-
sults you can obtain but the instructions 
are available in the help files on Google 
Earth. You can read Eric’s article at:
http://genealogythroughgoogleearth.
blogspot.nl/.

Google Earth Is An Untapped Source When Locating Properties
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     Correspondent, Mr. Lauren Andrew 
Scrafford, contacted assistant Genealo-
gist, Jerry Thayer, about his Thayer 
Connection and helped to provide 
information on the family of George 
M. Thayer #1728 on page 181 of Vol-
ume II – Descendants of Nathaniel 
Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660 in 
my Comprehensive Genealogy of the 
Thayer Family of America series.  
    Owners of that volume may wish 
to copy the following information and 
place it with page 181 in the book.  
Lauren’s great grandmother was Alice 
Mae Thayer, born 3 Aug 1874 in Ocon-
to, Oconto, WI, the daughter of George 
M. Thayer and Agnes A. Blair.  Here is 
Lauren’s account of his Thayer family 
as shared with Jerry:

Great great grandfather, George M. 
Thayer (1842-1932)

built 5 houses on Railroad Avenue. Vari-
ous members of the Thayers, including 
his in-laws, George M. Thayer and 
wife Agnes A. (Blair) Thayer, rented 
from him until their deaths. When Andy 
passed away in 1935, my grandparents, 
William B. Scrafford and his wife Agnes 
Fae (Hauge) Scrafford rented the homes 
to family members including my parents.

   George M. Thayer was my great great 
grandfather. 

   Here is what I have for him. He was 
born February 2, 1842 in Stratton NH. He 
passed away as you have it on December 
24, 1932 in Kellogg, Idaho. My grand-
mother always told me is DOB was 1842 
and he was listed as 89 in his obituary.

   He married Agnes Ann Blair about 
1871(I do not have a date either).. She was 
born January 21, 1849 in Dubois, PA. She 
passed away on July 11, 1923 also in Kel-
logg Idaho.

   George had worked for John Blair and 
his wife Nancy on his place in Lycoming 
County, PA as a lumberman. The Z.A. 
[Zebadee Applebee] Thayer family had 
lived in Norfolk, MA and he listed in both 
the 1850 and 1860 census there.

   Sometime between 1870 and 1874, (I 
believe 1871), George and Agnes were 
married and moved to Wisconsin. My 
great grandmother Alice Mae Thayer 
was born in Oconto, WI on August 3, 
1874. She was there first of five children. 

    Between 1874 and 1878 George, Agnes 
and Alice moved to Waitsburg, Washing-
ton Territory. 

    A second daughter Isabel B. Thayer 
was born in 1879 at Waitsburg, I do not 
have her exact DOB nor DOD. She mar-
ried Charles L. Hollar on May 14, 1908 
in Kellogg, Idaho. Charles owned a 
stable and was a teamster. He eventually 
became US Postmaster fo for Kellogg, 
Idaho. They had one son Myron born in 
1909. They moved to Maywood, CA in 
the late 20’s. 

   A third daughter Cora T. Thayer was 

born September 18, 1881 in Waitsburg, 
Walla Walla, WA. She passed away April 
20, 1955 in Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho. She 
married Edwin Franklin on September 14, 
1901 in Kellogg. They had one daughter 
Dorothy Lois born July 20, 1908.
Sometime in the 1920’s she married Jesse 
A. Ellars. He passed away June 13, 1942 
no children were born. She married Hoyt 
Plummer in 1947. 

   On February 1, 1882 George obtained 
a land grant of 160 acres in the Umatilla 
National Forest, in the Robinette Moun-
tain area. He opened a mill (Thayer Mill) 
on the Touchet River. 

   A son, George Alvin Thayer, was born 
in Waitsburg on January 17, 1884. He 
passed away in Kellogg, Idaho on January 
14, 1944. He never married and worked 
in various mines in the CDA Mining Dis-
trict. He was also a janitor later on.

  George sold his mill in 1887. He invested 
in some property in Waitsburg that didn’t 
do so well. My understanding is that he 
thought the town was going to expand and 
never did. He eventually lost the property.

   Sylvia Agnes Thayer was born on Feb-
ruary 21, 1889 in Waitsburg. She passed 
away on May 10, 1978 in Kellogg Idaho. 
She was the last child of George and Ag-
nes Thayer. She married Mike Reedy 
December 24, 1910. He died of a heart 
attack November 20, 1938. They had one 
child Phyllis Reedy who was born August 
23, 1913. She passed away November 4, 
2003 in Kellogg. 

   On August 18, 1895 Alice (my great 
grandmother) married Andrew Alexan-
der Hauge in Dayton, WA. Andy was a 
Norwegian immigrant who moved to the 
US at the age of 17. Alice and Andrew 
had 2 children. My grandmother was Ag-
nes Gurifae Hauge, who was born July 
23, 1896 in Waitsburg. Her sister Thelma 
Mercedes Hauge was born July 1, 1900 in 
Spokane WA.

    Between August and October of 1896 
the Hauge family moved to Wallace, Ida-
ho where my great grandfather worked in 
the mines. About the same time George 

New Correspondent Helps Fill in Gaps in Volume II
Family of George M. Thayer  #1728 on page 181 of Volume II

    Between August and October of 1896 
the Hauge family moved to Wallace, Ida-
ho where my great grandfather worked in 
the mines. About the same time George 
M. Thayer and his family moved to Wal-
lace and settled in Kellogg before 1900. 
George and his son-in-law, Andy Hauge, 
both worked for the Bunker Hill and Sul-
livan Mine. George was a machinist and 
later mill-wright and Andy worked in the 
concentrator. George filed a few mining 
claims but nothing ever came of them.  
   After moving to Kellogg about 1905, 
Andy Hauge operated a small dairy and 
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Great Grandmother, Alice Mae 
Thayer (1874-1934)

   Alice Mae (Thayer) Hague, with my 
grandmother, Agnes Gurifae Hauge (later 
Scrafford), taken in 1898. Alice was 24 
and Fae was 2. My grandmother looks al-
most to be a blonde. She always had very 
dark black hair when I was younger. Later 
it turned salt and pepper and then after she 
had cancer in 1959 it was solid gray.  
    Thank you for your time, and if this 
fills in some holes in my end of the Thay-
ers, then good.

       Lauren Andrew Scrafford 

  Lauren’s grandmother’s lineage:  
Agnes Gurifae HAGUE (Alice Mae7, 
George M.6, Zabadee Applebee5, Levi4, 
Mephibosheth3, Jonathan2, Nathan-
iel1) THAYER

M. Thayer and his family moved to Wal-
lace and settled in Kellogg before 1900. 
George and his son-in-law, Andy Hauge, 
both worked for the Bunker Hill and Sul-
livan Mine. George was a machinist and 
later mill wright and Andy worked in the 
concentrator. George filed a few mining 
claims but nothing ever came of them. 

    After moving to Kellogg about 1905, 
Andy Hauge operated a small dairy and 
built 5 houses on Railroad Avenue. Vari-
ous members of the Thayer family, in-
cluding his in-laws, George M. and Ag-
nes Thayer, rented from him until their 
deaths. When Andy passed away in 1935 
my grandparents, William B. Scrafford 
and his wife Agnes Fae (Hauge) Scraf-
ford, rented the homes to family members 
including my parents. 

    I know I wandered on but I am looking 
to fill holes especially in the time before 
George and Agnes moved to Waitsburg. 
I guess from 1870 to 1880 is where I re-
ally have not much information. I spent a 
day in Waitsburg and Dayton WA last fall 
and found some information. I need to get 
back to the local family history library and 
do some more research. I was able to fol-
low the Thayers back from Z.A. [Zebadee 
Applebee Thayer] to John Thayer in 1503 
in England.

    Here are some photos of my Thayer 
family, all from the Barnard Stockbridge 
Studio in Wallace, Idaho:
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As President Clinton said when addressing the 
veterans who assembled in Coleville Cemetary 
fifty years after D-day; and before personally 
shaking Dad’s hand: “Let us never forget, that 
when these men were young, they saved the 
world”!

The Distinguished Flying Cross: for the im-
provised air assault on German Panzer unit on 
D-day is one of many distinguished awards  of 
Russell Thayer.

Russell Thayer III Recounts World War II and D-Day
1st Instsllment of Russell Thayer III’s  Story

June 6th 1994 was the 50th anniversary 
of D-day, the largest single military inva-
sion in recorded history. My family and 
I were privileged to accompany Dad, a 
decorated veteran of that invasion, to Nor-
mandy Beach to participate as a VIP in 
the remembrance ceremonies. During this 
wonderful and moving week in France, 
we were treated to his stories and expla-
nations of how he came to be in the war 
and how he won his decorations on D-day 
and from other engagements in the war. I 
grew up in a household where my father 
was usually quite silent and non-expres-
sive about his experiences, but this unique 
anniversary event opened a window that 
he usually kept closed and protected from 
others. As he spoke I listened, and stole 
quietly away to scribble the stories down 
as best I could because if he saw me in the 
act, his sincere humility would cause him 
to either stop or change the subject entirely. 
I apologize for the lack of historic context 
and the amateurish prose. I hope someday 
to complete and improve this chronicle 
to be more worthy of the subject, and the 
incredible recollections of a time we can 
scarcely conceive.

World War II broke out in Europe while 
Dad was attending school at Saint Georg-
es, (Newport, Rhode Island). He loved 
listening to his Uncle Alec Thayer tell 
heroic “aviator” stories from his time as 
an aviator and instructor in “The Great 
War”, and wished to join this new con-
flict in the same capacity as soon as pos-
sible. He wanted to quit school before 
graduating and join the Army Air Corps 
(there was not an Air Force branch of the 
military until after the war), but his parents 
(Russell and Shelby Johnson Thayer) said 
they wouldn’t give their required consent 

(since he was under aged to sign up on his 
own), until he graduated. This was a ploy 
to delay his going in harm’s way, and to 
try to encourage this “average” student to 
study hard to improve his performance in 
school. To their mixed pleasure, he com-
pleted his studies on time and held them to 
their promise. With their consent Russell 
enlisted in June of 1942.

Upon signing-up he learned that there 
were not enough flight instructors to train 
all the new recruits, so he was put on a six 
month “hold”. In that time he was tested 
and it was suggested that he fix his bro-
ken nose and take additional math courses 
to strengthen his skills for the pilot tests. 
He approached the University of Penn-
sylvania for remedial math training but 
was turned away because he was not ma-
triculating as a full-time student. This was 
quite a shock because of the long family 
history of attendance at the university. He 
had actually already been admitted to the 
fraternity Saint Anthony Hall (∆Ψ). This 
snub became part of his motivation to ma-
triculate at Princeton University after the 
war. Haverford College on the other hand 
accommodated his request.

After 12 months, he was notified that there 
were enough instructors and he should 
report. Russell first went to San Antonio 
Texas for 9 weeks of physical testing and 
9 weeks of “pilot qualification testing”. He 
was then off to Uvalde Texas, “the honey 
capital of the world”, for 12 more weeks 
of preliminary training in PT-19’s. 

Dad recalled the grueling yet at times 
humorous first experiences of flight train-
ing. In one of these stories he recalled the 
standard training test of nerves that the 
instructors put the new recruits through. 
Failure in any of these tests was grounds 
for instant “wash out” from the program. 
Dad recalled the first time a new recruit 
was taken aloft in the open two seat cock-
pit, (the recruit in front and the instructor 
behind at the controls). Once aloft they 
started maneuvers that could make even 
the hardiest sole become airsick. Barrel 
rolls were followed by loops, etc. To be-
come nauseous was to end ones possibili-
ties as a pilot so Dad found himself swal-
lowing his vomit several times without 
the knowledge of the instructor; a feat that 
might sound romantic now but required 
amazing resolve to overcome such an un-
controllable physical response.

In another story, we heard how the instruc-
tors would flip the plane on its back and 
order the recruit to dangle their arms freely 
in the air, with only their harness holding 
them in. Just when the recruit was get-
ting comfortable, the instructor would slip 
their foot forward to the seat adjustment 
lever and give it a swift kick. The result 
was a slight shifting of the student’s seat. 
Those that panicked instinctively would 
pull the ripcord to their parachute, another 
career ending move. In these days, your 
parachute hung down your back so far as 
to become your seat cushion in the plane. 
Though this move by the instructor was 
not endangering the recruit, and the sub-

Russel Thayer 
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TFA Welcomes new mem-
bers:  

(in alphabetical order)

Jean Louise (Heimgartner)	
Burmester 
Oviedo, FL  

David L. & Paula Halligan
Quincy, MA

Jill Elizabeth (Thayer) Henry 
Lincroft, NJ

Arnold Ambrose Thayer 
West Valley City, UT  

Barry Lee & Antoinette 
Thayer
Danbury, CT   

Craig Bruce & Barbara Thayer
Tucson, AZ   

Fred Ralph & Judy Thayer
Floydada, TX   

Welcome To the Thayer Families Association 
Dear Thayer cousins, 
Here is thanking you each for your new 
or renewed TFA membership.  We know 
you will enjoy the association of our 
wonderful cousins and will find inter-
esting reading in our Thayer Quarterly 
newsletter and other publications.  
 
Should you wish to contribute your ser-
vices in any way, please contact me or our 
TFA President, Russ Thayer at:  cthay-
er001@roadrunner.com.  We always are 
in need of news articles for the “TQ,” 
and there are opportunities for service in 
other areas as well.  You might consider 
writing an article on your Thayer family 
for possible inclusion in our newsletter.  
You can send this and pertinent photos 
to me and I will be sure that it gets to our 
“TQ” editor.
 
If you, or someone you know, might 
be able to help out with our top-knotch 
Web site, we would like to hear from you.  
There are also opportunities for index-
ing, transcribing, etc.
 
Also, we hope you will consider joining 
us in Braintree, Massachusetts the 3rd 
week in June for our bi-annual Thayer 
Family Reunion.  Details can be found 
on our web site at ThayerFamlies.com. 
Again,  Thank you for joining us!  From 
Patricia and all your cousins at TFA.

Gale Harry Thayer
 Breckenridge, MI 

Gene Dale  and Glenda A. 
Thayer
Stockton, CA  

James Gail Thayer
West Des Moines, IA  

John Alexander Thayer
Lake Oswego, OR  

Josh Randall Thayer	  
Mansfield, TX  	

LaDon Thayer	
Odebolt, IA  

Nancy Christine (“Chris”) 
Thayer-Miller
Zelienople, PA  

Paul William Thayer	
Cary, NC  

Raymond Edward & Margaret 
L. Thayer
Tonawanda, NY  

New TFA Members:

sequent release of the parachute ripcord 
was not even noticeable, until safely back 
on the ground, the unfortunate recruit who 
pulled the cord in the air faced a rapid de-
ployment of the chute all over the plane 
once they stood up to climb out. On sev-
eral occasions you could see recruits try-
ing every conceivable means of standing 
up without letting the released chute be-
tray their move. It never worked and in 
the midst of all the other pressures became 
quite a humorous crowd pleaser.

I recall asking Dad once how he trained 
for bailing out of a plane. He said the flight 
trainer’s philosophy was “why practice 
something you have to do right the 1st 
time?” In a bizarre way it makes a little 
sense.

From Uvalde, Texas Dad went to San An-
gelo TX for 12 weeks of “Basic Training” 
in BT-15’s and AT-9’s. While there he and 
four others won the aerobatics champion-
ship of the southwest training command.

He said once that “the toughest plane” he 
ever flew was an AT-9 because it was so 
hard to land. In fact, in one training exer-
cise the instructor said “soldier, I’m gonna 
light this cigarette when we take off, and if 
I put it out when we land, you’ve passed”. 
After landing and climbing out of the 
plane, the instructor paused… and then 
put it out. Dad knew then that he was go-
ing to be a pilot!
With basic training behind him, it was 
now time to accept assignment to a par-
ticular aircraft type for the final “transition 

training”. Choices were pretty limited. 
One could sign up for “heavy bombers”, 
“troop transport”, or Marauders, a me-
dium bomber designed for ground sup-
port missions. This particular plane was 
a “volunteer” assignment because of its 
high casualty rates. Known as “the widow 
maker” and “the Baltimore whore” (for 
having no visible means of support); this 
plane was considered one of the hottest 
planes of the time. Dad recalled 3 primary 
reasons he made this choice:

 The next issue  of the Quarterly will 
continue Russel’s Saga with photos of 
his planes along with details of his battle 
stories of a World War II ace pilot as told 
by his daughter.  Stay Tuned! ... Editor
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Patriotism Close to Home
Boarder Patrol and Military Advancement 
Moves Our Historian’s Daughter to Arizona
     Holiday season’s bring families 
closer together as time away from 
chosen careers allow some families 
to warm up in front of crackling 

past and history in 
the making,
    Although as 
editor, I gener-
ally refrain from 
reporting on im-
mediate family, 
rather to focus on 
others, I would be 
amiss not to oc-
casionally report 
on family when 
it pertains to the 
stories being cov-
ered. 
    Chad Pledger, 
Bethany’s hus-

Don Muno Editor

Chad Pledger, daughter Victoria, son Tate and birth-
day boy Landon celebrate at Grandpa’s house. 

Major Chad Pledge and youngest son Landon.

Major Chad Pledger and wife 
Bethany Muno Pledger.

fireplaces and join each other for 
festive meals of turkey and ham. 
    It is a time for reflection and 
giving thanks for the freedoms we 
share and the warm homes separat-
ing us from frigid winter storms and 
the frozen outdoors. 
     We can thank those who have 
sacrificed their time and sometimes 
their lives to protect the life styles 
we enjoy and have come to expect.
    Whether we live on the East coast, 
West coast or somewhere in be-
tween, Thayers and Thayer descen-
dents celebrate and remain mind-
ful of the many contributions each 
generation makes to provide for our 
way of life.
    This edition of the Thayer Quarter-
ly and the effort to gather, research 
and publish our findings so that all 
interested in Thayer family and re-
lated activities can share in the love 
and appreciation of history of the 

band, has lived apart for four years 
as he has worked on border patrol 
in Arizona when not serving in the 
Army Reserve, returning to Utah  
monthly for reserve training activi-
ties.
    His often dangerous 
boarder patrol with 
drug smugglers and 
daily boarder activities 
has made it abundant-
ly clear that maintain-
ing our country is not 
a passive activity.
    The two years spent 
in Afganistan training 
nationals to fight Tali 
ban insurgents was 
oftentimes brutal and 
life threatening, 
  Going against all 
odds, Chad fought 
through enemy fire to 
return the body of a 
close friend who had 
fallen and died. 
    Returning with his 
dead comrade to a 
grieving wife and fam-
ily here in Utah for a 
proper funeral was a 
difficult part of his 
military experience.
    Utah’s Govenor  Jon 

Huntsman declared him a war hero 
pinning a bronze star on his uni-
form.
     Now, continuing his service at 
home, Chad has advanced to Major 
and remains on duty.   
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   Many of our new members, and 
some of us who are not so new, 
may not know of the vast ongo-
ing genealogical work which 
separates the Thayer Family 
from many other family organi-
zations. 

     As Patricia’s work grew over the 
years beyond research and publish-
ing, inquires also grew with what 
has become a national family orga-
nization.    
   A shining light appeared as re-
tired Col. Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 
(TFA’s Treasurer - Judith Thayer’s 
husband) for many years has served 
as Patricia’s assistant, assisting with 
Thayer inquiries helping to link 
families to a growing family tree as 
well as providing interesting stories 
for the Quarterly newsletter. 
   
    Together, Patricia and Jerry form 
an unbeatable genealogy team con-
necting the East and West Coasts of 
America and all those who reside in 
between. 
    Other Thayers have over the years 
also stepped up to create and manage 
a Thayer Web site, publish Quarter-
ly Newsletters, run a National TFA 
family organization, serve as Thay-
er family representatives and let us 
not forget those who provide and 
plan family reunions where Thayers 
can gather, share stories and family 
heirlooms and make lasting friend-
ships. (Check out June’s Reunion)         
    Four decades ago in 1973 before 
the TFA was organized, a young 
girl sought out records to find her 
father’s Thayer family and her 
husband’s Muno family, and nei-
ther parent knew anyone beyond 
their own grandparents. 
    Patricia’s Muno research lead her 
to Europe, Germany, Belgium and 
Luxembourg where she gained as-
sistance from Walter Petto, a histo-
rian, author and educator. Later that 
year, Walter flew with his son in 
October of 1986 from Germany to 
visit her in Beaverton, Oregon. 

Patricia and Jerry Are Unsung Heroes
Don Muno, Editor     The Muno book which followed 

would later provide a European 
University Professor and his stu-
dents with information they used in 
a year-long radio broadcasting proj-
ect to tell listeners by radio broad-
cast a story of an early Muno immi-
grant who traveled from Belgium to 
the United States. 

    Shortly after the publishing of 
her first book, Patricia made contact 
with General James B. Thayer 
who just happened to live only a 
few miles from Patricia’s Beaver-
ton home. At the time, he owed a 
Thayer Business supply company 
in Beaverton where he also lived on 
a beautiful pastoral estate.  

    They became great friends, 
sharing a desire to know more of 
the Thayer family. And following 
Patricia’s trip to Massachusetts, 
James flew back to Braintree in 
June of 1988 where he organized 
the TFA in order to support Patri-
cia’s research. 

    Brig. James Burdett Thayer 
(James) organized the TFA with 
the assistance of Philip Standish 
Thayer and H. Hobart Holly.
    
    This family search became a life-
long quest which in 1988 before the 
forming of TFA, after writing to Ho-
bart Holly, Braintree’s noted Histo-
rian and Genealogist, a trip across 
the U.S. took her and her husband 
to Braintree Massachusetts, Boston, 
Salem and Ipswich where they also 
met with Mr. Holly.  She was ap-
praised of work done by other noted 
genealogists and the vast amount 
of work which would be required, 
should Patricia follow what she had 
planned to do. 
 
   Three others had spent lifetimes 
just attempting to do local research 
in Massachusetts. But with the help 
of computers to record her efforts, 
Patricia would extend her search to 
all of the states in the U.S. and be-
yond to Europe, Canada and South 
America.  Many said it could not be 
done but she proved them wrong.

    Hobart cautioned her that her 
goals would be nearly an impos-
sible task because of what he had 
witnessed with other genealogists; 
Sprague had died before completing 
his 30 years effort. 

   Patricia would later appear on Bos-
ton TV with Al Morton and be in-
terviewed in 1997 about her Thayer 
project and the years of work neces-
sary. (taped)

    She would take months to make 
200 pages of corrections to Gen. 
Bezeleel Thayer’s published Thayer 
genealogy in order to help others 
who had used Bezeleel’s genealogy 
as correct and then spent years of 
research on wrong information.  

    In addition to meeting with Ho-
bart Holly in Braintree, Patricia and 
Don traveled to Ipswich where they 
were given access to family records 
not available to the general public.  

    Original documents stored in 
a library vault in Ipswich were 
made accessible after proving 
family linage.  And as they held 
the early documents in their hands 
(wearing white gloves), some docu-
ments dating back to the time of 
the original 13 colonies, the excite-
ment of what was observed would 
spur future research for decades to 
come.   
    Don’s ancestry lead them to the 
first Governor of Massachusetts 
and a visit to Governor Brad-
street’s grave site in Salem. 

    After thousands of letter writ-
ing and contacts in each state, fam-
ily correspondents showing interest 
were asked to be representatives of 
their respective family lines. These 
Thayer Family Representatives 
would become lasting dear friends 
and cement a bond with the author.  

    Shared English ancestry provid-
ed early publishing from Patricia’s 
research and in 1995 The Thayer-
Tayer-Theyer-Families of Glouces-
tershire, England 1500-1660 went 
to press.  Cont. Next Page...
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      Albert Thayer Morton, Membership Chairman
	 Thayer Families Association
	 785 Williams Street #303
	 Longmeadow MA 01106-2063

    With over 75,000 Thayers now 
in her research, 10 volumes are 
estimated following the original 
immigrants of Nathaniel, Richard 
and Thomas.  A final volume of all 
unplaced Thayers whose connec-
tion might later be found will also 
be published.  And if time permits 
along with finances, a collective in-
dex will follow as volume XI.  

    In each volume Bibliography and 
appendixes include special items of 
interest to all Thayers. 

    Appendixes through volume V 
include: vol. I – Thayers throughout 
England, International Distribution 
of Thayer population,  Holders of 
the Manor of Thornbury; vol. III, 
Selected notes pertaining to Thayer 
Family, Ancient Iron works of S.A. 
Bates; vol. IV, Thayers on the Titan-

ic, A Personal witness and descrip-
tion of the Sinking of the Titanic, 
The Thayer Family of Lancaster, 
The famous International Thayer 
Expedition, The Legacy of John 
Thayer, The Thayer family of West-
field; vol. V, Annals of Mendon 
(close-up view of colonial times; 
day by day record) and more to 
come with each new volume.  

    Nearly three feet of shelf space 
will be required for those who col-
lect each volume of A Compre-
hensive Genealogy of The Thayer 
Family of America.

    What our generation does to 
provide for all future generations 
the collected Thayer Histories 
will be monumental as the Thayer 
family chronicles the expansion 
and growth of America. 

 Previous Genealogies of the 
 Thayer family:

 Author: Dr. Elisha Thayer  (1785-1860)
Family memorial : Genealogy of Ephraim 
and Sarah Thayer, With Their Fourteen 
Children ; From the Time of Their Mar-
riage to 1835, with notes of reference, &c. 
as in part first (published in 1835)
 
Author: General Bezaleel Thayer (1795-
1875) 
Memorial of the Thayer Name, From the 
Massachusetts Colony of Weymouth and 
Braintree, Embracing Genealogical and Bi-
ographical sketches of Richard & Thomas 
Thayer, and Their Descendants, From 1636 
to 1874. (published in 1874) (Not recom-
mended for family searches) 

    Author: Waldo Chamberlain Sprague 
(1903-1960) 
Genealogies of the Families of Braintree, 
Mass. 1640-1850 Including the modern 
towns of Randolph & Holbrook and the 
city of Quincy, after the separation from 
Braintree in 1792-3. (NOTE:  manuscript 
-- Sprague spent 30 years on his work and 
died before completing or publishing)
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Names:_______________________________________________________________________________

             ________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________________

             ________________________________________________________________________________

(If known...) Hotel Name and Room Number ____________________________    _______

Best way to contact you:  phone  &   email

Phone number: (_____) __________________ Email: ______________________________
Cell number        ________________________

Number attending:  ___________ Reunion T-shirt sizes and number of each size:

Youth:				    Adult:
          Small    _____	                    Small    ______			   XL _______

          Medium_____		          Medium ______		         X XL _______

          Large    _____		          Large     ______

Choice of tour on Friday afternoon:
	                   _____ Free walking tour of the freedom Trail  
	                   _____ Boston Duck Tour  

Capt. John Whale Watch on Saturday:       ______

Supper Saturday evening:
	
    Number attending _______x   $22.99  =  $ ______________
                        (Please include payment with registration)

    Preference: ______ Seafood Medley   or  ______  Prime Rib

Send registrations to:

	 Judith Young–Thayer
	1 006 Old Denbigh Boulevard APT. 213
	 Newport News, VA 23602–2029

Registrations must be in by May 30 !

“Count Me In”
TFA Reunion Registration Form

 Come home to Braintree  



Contacting TFA - Historian/Author - Quarterly Editor
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www.thayerfamilies.com 
For all official business with the TFA, please contact:                	
TFA Secretary, Donald Wayne Thayer:
    785 Williams Street  #303
    Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
    Email: dwschome@verizon.net
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, or order copies of 
A comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Families of 
America vols. I-X please write our Historian/Author:

    Patricia Thayer Muno, 
    Thayer Family Historian/Author
    3618 North 225 East
    North Ogden, UT  84414-2762

Queries - Email: hjthayer@Verizon.net 
(Please include an SASE if you need a reply.)

The Thayer Quarterly © is the official newsletter of the Thayer 
Families Association. Article selection and editorials are at the 
discretion of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its 
Officers, Directors, or members. All materials published in the 
Thayer Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 

of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 
and/or the original author. Issues are mailed as follows: Winter 
(Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are 
available from 1994 to present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 
2000 to present is available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, 
please specify paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for 
members, $5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA.

     TFA,  785 Williams Street #303
     Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs are appreciated, and can be returned, undamaged, if 
requested. Digital photos sent via email are also welcome. Send 
typed articles to the TFA address or email the Editor with an 
attached file containing the article. Articles and submissions may 
be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. Please provide 
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the Editor at 
your suggestion or from material you provide, will be credited to 
you. Deadline for submission is two weeks prior to publishing . 
Please send via email to: 

     ThayerFamilies@AOL.com 
     TQ Editor Don Muno
     3618 North 225 East
     North Ogden, UT  84414-2762

THE THAYER QUARTERLY
785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063


