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  Will Thayer was born in Greenwich 
Village, NY. But raised in Mass.  In high 
school played on an undefeated football 
team as tackle.  Also, was a state and New 
England high school wrestling champion.      

    Early TFA History is remembered by our 
new TFA President Will Thayer: - Patri-
cia’s first visit to Braintree in March 1988 
was followed by Gen. James B. Thayer 
who founded TFA with Historian H. Ho-
bart  Holly and Philip Standish  Thayer in 
October 1988.  

    Rick (East) Thayer and   our new TFA 
President Will were also there assisting in 
organization issues to be confronted by a 
family association which might extend to 
national proportions following Patricia’s 
extensive and expanding research.

    But it was Will Thayer who served as 
TFA’s first President from Jan. 1991 to 
June of 1996 followed by Al  Morton.

    He attended Springfield College and 
majored in philosophy and religion. Com-
pleted a Masters of social work and also 
holds a Masters of Divinity from  Ando-
ver Newton in. Boston. Worked for 30 
years as a social worker in psychiatric af-
ter care in Connecticut and NYC. 

 “Started my social work career in Edin-
burgh. Scotland, where I lived for 2 years.  

    Have worked at South Congregational 
Church for 14 years as the minister of visi-
tation following members a friends of the 
church in hospital, convalescent and nurs-
ing homes plus shut-ins.  

    Was around in 1991 when Thayer Fam-
ilies Association started and worked with 
Rick East.

    Looking forward to reaching out and 
recruiting new members, and starting a 
facebook page soon. It is a privilege to 
be president of TFA and I look forward 
to working with members and simply 
discovering more about my own roots in 
more detail. Thank you for this honor. “
 

Welcome Back Will After 23 Years Member of TFA

    We are indeed fortunate to again wel-
come Will to the leadership of TFA and 
look forward to his guidance and direc-
tion with a lifetime of experience.   
                                                          Editor

The More Children Know About Their
Family’s History the Better Self-esteem 
A New York Times article has re-
sults from a study done at Emory 
University by Marshall Duke.
   The more children knew about their 
family’s history, the stronger their sense 
of control over their lives, the higher their 
self-esteem and the more successfully 
they believed their families functioned.     

    The “Do You Know?” scale turned out 
to be the best single predictor of children’s 

emotional health and happiness.
    Dr. Duke said that children who have 
the most self-confidence have what he 
calls a strong “intergenerational self.” 
They know they belong to something big-
ger than themselves. 

(Bruce Feiler, “The Stories that Bind 
Us,” The New York Times published 
15 March 2013 [http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/03/17/fashion/t he-family-sto-
ries-that-bind-us-this-life.html : ])
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By Col. Henry Jerome (“Jerry”) Thayer

	 “Normally I do not like to sup-
port things that are not well documented. 
I am now going to break that mold and 
go out on a big limb and identify a new 
Thayer immigrant ancestor.”

	 William Thayer was baptized 
on 5 May 1605 in the Church of St. Mary, 
Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England.  

    This was shown in the Parish Register  
as William Tayer.  The Thornbury Parish 
register listed his marriage to Mary Kel-
laway on 19 Jan 1626. 

    William and Mary were not lucky with 
their children.  They had Jonathan, their 
first born, baptized 8 Sep 1626, buried 3 
Oct 1626; Marie baptized 29 Jun 1627, 
buried 24 Sep 1627; another Jonathan 
baptized 15 Jan 1629, buried 25 Jan 
1629; John baptized 14 Aug 1631, buried 
18 Aug 1631. 

    Finally in 1632 they had another Ma-
rie Thayer baptized 16 Sep 1632 who ap-
parently did not meet an early death, al-
though I can find no record of her later in 
Thornbury. The same with the next child 
Elizabeth baptized 12 Apr 1635.  They 
had another Jonathan baptized 27 Dec 
1637 who was buried 16 Feb 1643. 
    
     Their 8th child was Nathaniel “Tayer” 
who was baptized 10 May 1640 and mar-
ried about 1660 in the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony to Abigail Harvey, daugh-
ter of William Harvey and Joan Hucker.  
William and Mary had a ninth child 
Gabriel baptized 22 Apr 1644 in Thorn-
bury and one of his godfathers was John 
Briggs who had married one of William 
Tayer’s sisters, Agnes Tayer, and by 1657 
was in the Massachusetts Bay colony at 
Taunton.

    Following the birth of Gabriel Tayer 
in 1644 there is no mention of William 
Tayer or his family in the Thornbury Par-
ish Register.

     Here is where I go out on that pro-
verbial limb. I firmly believe that William 
Tayer/Thayer brought his family to Mas-
sachusetts.  Here is my rationale:

*  There is a mention of a William Thayer 
in the early Rehoboth Town records: “The 
9th of the 12th mo., 1646, at a meeting of 
the townsman, John Doggett and others 
were made choice of ‘to view the fences of 
the town lots.’ The same day it was agreed 
that Edward Sale, John Doggett, Wiliam 
Sabin, John Peram, and William Thayer 
shall have leave to set up a ‘weier’ upon 
the cove before William Devill’s house, 
and on upon the Pawtucket River.”

* William’s brothers Thomas Thayer, 
to Massachusetts in 1637 and Richard 
Thayer, to Massachusetts in 1641, were 
already in the Colony.

* In 1646 when William Thayer is in Re-
hoboth, there is no other known Thayer 
in Massachusetts; neither Thomas nor 
Richard has a son William.

* Rehoboth is the town adjacent west of 
Taunton where Nathaniel Thayer his 
son settled and sister Agnes  Thayer, wife 
of John Briggs settled; both in Massa-
chusetts earlier than 1660.

* There is a Benjamin “Tayer” born 
about 1650 who is in Rhode Island whose 
first born daughter is named Mary born 
about 1676 and has a grandchild William 
Tayer.  Some of his descendants have 
used the Thayer name and some the 
Tayer name.

* The Pawtucket River mentioned in the 
Rehoboth records is  currently included in 
Rhode Island.

* I think that Benjamin Tayer was the 
last child of William Tayer and Mary 
Kellaway.

	 I have tried hard to find another 
reference to William Thayer in either the 
Massachusetts Records or the very sparse 
records of Rhode Island after Roger Wil-
liams was banished there. I have found 
none but believe the circumstantial evi-
dence I have listed above is sufficient to 
make this assertion.

Out on a Limb
A New ‘Thayer’  Immigrant Ancestor Identified ?

?
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 Officers, Directors & Editors of TFA
President:   “Will”                      William Russell Thayer    	
		      WRThayer@AOL.om

 		
Vice President:   “Russ”             Charles Russell Thayer
		     CThayer001@roadrunner.com
		
Secretary:    “Don”                 #  Donald Wayne Thayer
 		     dwschome@verizon.net

Treasurer:     “Judy”	 #	 Judith L, Young Thayer
		     jlythayer3@verizon.net 

Directors:	    	     
       #   Barbara Thayer Knight     GrandmaBarb360@Yahoo.com              #   James Loren Thayer 	         Jim@JLTthayer.com	   	                   	                   Tamara Louise Thayer               TLThayer@Gmail.com
                   
                   Richard Allen Thayer                 Rickthayer@aol.com	                             #   Madore Thayer Boyd        Matboyd1924@aol.com

Genealogist/Historian/	 #	 Patricia Thayer Muno
Author  A Comprehensive Genealogy    triciamuno@aol.com
                 of the Thayer Family of  America

Asst. Family Historian	      #	 Col.Henry Jerome “Jerry”
		     Thayer 
		      hjthayer@verizon.net

Thayer Quarterly Editor	 #	 Don Muno
		     Thayerfamilies@aol.com

New TFA Officers Take On Leadership Roles
     Having served this past year as TFA 
President, “Russ” Thayer steps into the 
Vice President position to assist our new 
President  “Will” Thayer with TFA lead-
ership. 
    Special thanks to retiring board mem-
bers Albert Thayer Morton and Duane 
Erland Thayer.  Their contributions to 
TFA are numerous and Al’s activitity  
stretches back to TFA’s beginning. We 
hope they will  only be a phone call away, 
if needed.  
    While TFA has become a national 
family organization with many Thayer 
families living in California and across 
the midwest, active leadership has cen-
tered  with East-coast  family members. 
   One of TFA’s goals has always been 
to encourage leadership from all inter-
ested parities no matter where they may 
call home.  The Internet has made this 
a reality.
    Our last living TFA founder Brig. Gen. 
James B. Thayer lives in Oregon and 
our Genealogist/Historian/Author  Pa-
tricia Thayer Muno lives in the Rocky 
Mountains of Utah,  as do I, her hus-
band and Editor.
   
 At left, ’#’  indicates those who will remain 
in  leadership positions held this past year. 
Keeping track of a large family organiza-
tion is a never ending task. Many Thanks 
to each of you!

2014 -2016 Officers and Board Members:

 
Bob (Robert) and Marilyn Thayer           Mexico, NY
Lori (Loreen) Bast                                        Bonney Lake, WA
Janice Thayer Wells    (Lori’s Mom)        Lynchburg, VA
Jerry and Judy Thayer                                Newport News, VA
Mostyn Thayer                                              Port St. Lucie, FL
Edwin Johnson                                             Walpole, MA
Janice Thayer Rowland                              Blountville, TN
Mary Ann Thayer and Jay R. Kesler       Murray, UT
Bruce E. and Nancy J. Thayer                  Spencerport, NY
Clayton and Joyce Thayer                          Lafayette, LA
Lloyd Moulton Thayer and 
   wife Ann McKekvie   		              Wilmington, DE
Barbara Thayer and Walt Knight             Elma, WA

Thayer Attendees at the 19-21 June 2014 Biennial Meeting
Russ (Charles Russell) and Carol Thayer        Litchfield, ME
Madora Thayer Boyd                                            Rochester, WA
Diana Thayer Myers                                              St. Siren, WI
Stacy Myers Swenson (Diana’s dau)                 Woodbury, MN
William Russell Thayer  			        Longmeadow, MA
James Loren Thayer                                              Bristol, NH
Edna Thayer                                                            Elysian, MN
Keith,Brenda, Matthew & Rachel 
      Eisenshank    			         Sartell, MN
Tamara Thayer                                                       Rochester, MN
Beverly Thayer Colton-Cochran                        Rochland, MA   
Patricia Thayer                                                       Kingston, NY
Stephanie Thayer (Pat’s dau)                              Brooklyn, NY   
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“How I Spent My Summer”
By Mostyn Owen Thayer 

of Port Saint Lucie, FL
Hi y’all,
 
    Realize, I have been delinquent report-
ing about my summer road trip and the 
national Thayer Family Reunion in Brain-
tree, Mass., but I am still sorting through 
hints, notes and contacts I came across. 
Have already sorted through photos and 
scans and copies of most of the documents 
I came across, as old as 1777. One reason 
I was hesitant to write about my trip is be-
cause I tend to get long-winded, especially 
talking about family history ... but I’ll try 
to keep it relatively short (although that 
rarely works). 
    Thankfully, my 1999 Hyundai never 
ran better than it did during my 3500-
mile roundtrip. No problems, other than 
getting briefly lost on several occasions 
(no GPS, or cellphone).  The focus of the 
first phase of the journey was Dingmans 
Ferry, Pennsylvania.
    My grandfather was Daniel Ding-
man Thayer, but no one ever seemed to 
know where the Dingman came from. 
Had heard that his mother, Sarah Jane 
(Steele) Thayer, my great-grandmother, 
named him after someone she knew 
and respected, possibly an uncle. Then I 
googled across a Judge Daniel Dingman, 
who ran court in Dingmans Ferry, Pa., in 
the early 1800s. Through ancestry.com, 
I discovered Sarah Jane’s father, Daniel 
D. Steele (1805-1862), and brother Dan-
iel D. Steele Jr. -- who likely also had the 
middle name of Dingman.
     Mom would have been proud as I 
wandered through the graveyard in Ding-
mans Ferry, in the rain with an umbrella, 
and found the gravestones of Gilbert 
Steel (1780-1842) and his wife Hannah 
(Decker) Steel (1780-1861), my great-
great-great grandparents. I scrubbed the 
gravestones a bit cleaner for photos.  
     My main goal there was to try and find 
the origins of Gilbert’s father, Henry Steel 
(1750-1821). I visited several libraries in 
the area, searched county court records 
and got a personal tour from a local his-
torian across the Delaware River from 
Dingmans Ferry into the Walpack, N.J. 

area and along the Old Mine Road, a re-
mote small two-lane road which had been 
cleared as early as 1650 and ran some 
100 miles from an area near Albany, NY, 
down along the Pennsylvania-New Jer-
sey border.
     The search then continued up into Port 
Jervis, NY, and Kingston, NY, with brief 
visits at several very old Dutch churches 
and graveyards, as early as the 1650s. 
Along the way, I found many old records, 
documents about Henry Steel’s children, 
and several tidbits about him, but still 
have not found that missing needle in the 
haystack regarding Henry Steel.
     Onward up into western Massachusetts, 
the quest switched to searching for clues 
about the possible father of my great-great 
grandfather Wales Thayer (1804-1845), 
which had been the “Holy Grail” of my 
Mom’s genealogical searches back into 
the 1970s. 
     Wales Thayer was born about 1804 
somewhere in Massachusetts, parents 
unknown. As my Mom had, I’ve chased 
several different theories and possible 
contenders, without success. Finally, 
DNA seems to lead to a Howard Thayer 
(1774-?) as my best contender yet, who 
was a son of Micah Thayer (1741-1777). 
Howard was born in Ware, Mass., where 
his father had died just after he had turned 
3. 
     I did find records about Micah and 
his family, and some land transactions 

which Howard had been involved in and 
his birth record. But not a marriage or 
death record. In the early 1800s, Howard 
seemed to have lived in the Greenwich, 
Mass., area -- an area which is now at the 
bottom of the Quabbin Reservoir, which 
today provides water across the state to 
Boston. Four towns were dislocated in 
1938 when the vast reservoir was created 
-- including Greenwich. Many records of 
Greenwich remain, but sadly, the miss-
ing link might well be at the bottom of the 
Quabbin Reservoir! 
     After several days in that area, I headed 
across the state, went on a tour of Fenway 
Park while the Red Sox were out of town, 
and spent a day at the New England His-
toric Genealogical Society in Boston, in 
search of clues, but found very little new.     
So it was on to Braintree, just south of 
Boston, and the Thayer Family Reunion, 
hosted by the Thayer Families Associa-
tion ( http://thayerfamilies.com/ ). 
     There were about 40-50 Thayers from 
all across the country and, moments af-
ter meeting most of them, it was as if we 
had known each other all our lives. 
     The first Thayers in America came 
across from England in 1637 and 1640, 
two brothers (Thomas and Richard), who 
started out in the Braintree area where 
the reunion took place. Almost all of the 
Thayers in America, literally thousands of 
them, are said to be descended from those 
two brothers and their nephew, Nathaniel 

3500 miles Round Trip
My Road Trip Included Thayer Family Reunion



Bottom Row:  Andrea Thayer;  Oliver Thayer;  Tamara Thayer;  Stacy Myers Swenson; Rachel Eisenschenk; Edna (Wilke) Thayer;  Matthew 
Eisenshenk  Second Row: Unknown Woman; Madora (Allin)(Thayer) Boyd; Diana (Thayer) Myers; Keith Lawrence  Eisenshenk;  Brenda Lee 
(Thayer) Eisenschenk. Third Row:  Unknown Man; Marilyn (Withey) Thayer; Robert James Thayer; Janice (Thayer) Rowland; Lori (Thayer) Bast;  
Janice (Thayer) Wells Fourth Row:  Unknown Man,  Carol (Nelson) Thayer; William Russell Thayer; Ann H. (McKelvie) Thayer; Lloyd Moulton 
Thayer Fifth Row: Clayton Elroy Thayer; Joyce (Erdman) Thayer; Charles Russel Thayer; Nancy (Verbjar) Thayer; Mostyn Thayer; Barbara 
(Thayer) Knight; MAry Ann (Thayer) Kesler  Sixth Row:  James Loren Thayer; Bruce Earl Thayer; Walter Knight; Jay Kesler
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Thayer, who immigrated to America in 
1660. 
     Several generations later, one of their 
descendants married a grand-daughter 
of a Henry Samson, who came across 
aboard the Mayflower as a 16-year-old 
with his aunt and uncle -- who died that 
first winter in 1621, but he lived on.  So 
the visit to nearby Plymouth, a Mayflower 
facsimile, and the Plymouth Plantation 
also had a special feeling. The Plymouth 
Plantation was kind of like a Greenfield 
Village of the original colony, a small 
community complete with actors playing 
the roles of various Mayflower survivors. 
    But young Henry was nowhere to be 
found; they all said he was out working in 
the fields -- which I came to realize meant 
the actor had the day off!
     We also got a personal tour of the birth-
place home of Gen. Sylvanus Thayer in 
Braintree, full of historic remnants. He is 
considered the “Father of West Point.” 

The military academy in West Point, NY, 
had been established prior to him gradu-
ating as its valedictorian of his class, but it 
was still rather disorganized at that time. 
He later returned to establish organiza-
tion, principles, curriculum and turn it 
into the renowned place of learning it has 
been since. 
     We also toured Thayer Academy in 
Braintree. Sylvanus never married, so he 
left part of his estate to establish a top of 
the line public school facility, which was 
free to attend for many years. Today, it is 
a renowned, vast middle school and high 
school complex which resembles a college 
campus, with tuition now costing $40,000 
a year, although there are many scholar-
ship opportunities as well. 
     I then spent the better part of a day 
taking a self-guided walking tour along 
the Freedom Trail in Boston, which winds 
past most of the landmarks of the city, 
including the Old North Church, Paul 

Revere’s house, Boston Public Garden, 
the Boston Commons, Cheers, and many 
more.
     Finally, it was time to head home and 
return to work. I still have many notes to 
work my way through and try to decipher, 
and plenty of clues and tips to follow up 
on. So, the obsession continues and the 
genealogical quest slowly moves onward. 
     I didn’t find the genealogical “missing 
links” (or Holy Grails) that I was hoping 
for, but I did learn much more about many 
of my ancestors, and plenty of new hints 
and possible clues. Overall, it was a great 
trip which I shall never forget. 
     Sorry to ramble on, as you and I both 
knew I would (I warned you). But I felt the 
need to share my journey, and writing this 
out may well help me to sort through my 
thoughts and notes as well.
 
Best wishes always,
Mostyn



Patricia and Sammy 
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Thoughts –
       Most all of our ancestors lived in pov-
erty and often faced starvation, incurable 
diseases, infant mortality, and short life 
expectancies, even of adults. 
    Today, even the poorest  American 
families enjoy a roof over their heads, a 
solid floor under their feet, running water, 
a flush toilet, and electricity. Those were 
all unimaginable luxuries, far beyond the
dreams of our ancestors, only a few gen-
erations ago. – Don Boudreaux

Revolutionary War Records
       If you have ancestors who served in 
the Revolutionary War, Fold 3’s Revolu-
tionary War Pension Files can be a valu-
able resource for finding detailed informa-
tion about them and their families. With 
roughly 80,000 files, this collection (via 
the National Archives) contains applica-
tions for veterans’ pensions, widows’ pen-
sions, and bounty land warrants, organized 
by state and then by veteran surname.

     In addition to details of a veteran’s mili-
tary service, these types of applications are 
a rich source of genealogical information, 
such as a veteran’s age or date of birth, res-
idence, birthplace, and even information 
about his wife (or widow) and children.

    Because veterans and their widows or 
heirs often submitted certain documents 
along with their pension or bounty land 
applications, within the Revolutionary 
War Pensions you may also find com-
missions, discharges, military orders, 
muster rolls, deeds, wills, receipts, diaries, 
journals, letters, marriage certificates, and 
newspaper clippings.

FamilySearch Shaky Leaf Hints

     Ancestry Insider 25 Jun 2014:
FamilySearch recently released its ver-
sion of Ancestry.com’s shaky leaf hinting. 
I’ve been asked to encourage experienced 
users to use this new feature to help new 
users get excited about genealogy. Don’t 
scarf up all the hints yourself. 

    FamilySearch has compared all the re-
cords in its historical records collections 
to every person in the Tree. In those cases 
where it found a possible match, it dis-
plays a record hint on the person page in 
the right hand column.

    We say possible matches because the 
records aren’t guaranteed. That is why 
they’re called hints. 

    FamilySearch has tried to be correct 
95% of the time. I think I could probably 
chug through 100 records in a sitting. I 
would expect to find five bad hints during 
that time. Unlike the Possible Duplicates 
feature, I didn’t see a way to indicate that a 
particular hint was not a match. 

    If there are too many hints, Family Tree 
may not display all of them in the margin. 
Click Show all to move to a page that 
shows them all. Click the hint in the right 
column of the person page or click the 
Review button on the hint page. Family 
Tree displays the enhanced attach records 
page. Use it to attach the record to every-
one mentioned therein.

    Family Tree displays on the left hand 
side the information from the record. On 
the right, it shows the information from the 
tree. If the fact is new, click Add to copy 
it into the tree. Don’t forget to specify the 
reason you think the record matches the 

tree. After specifying a reason, click the 
Attach button. Repeat for each person in 
the record to prevent errors that comput-
ers make when they automatically make 
matching decisions. 

Office Online versus Google Apps

– Dick Eastman, June 26, 2014:
     The computer world seems to be mov-
ing “to the cloud.” In other words, com-
puter users today are less apt to install pro-
grams in their own computers. Instead, 
they often use programs that are stored 
on massive file servers in the Internet and 
require no installation. Many of these new 
cloud-based programs are available free 
of charge although some do cost money.

    Word processing and spreadsheets have 
long been two of the the most popular uses 
for computers. The programs traditionally 
have been expensive to purchase and even 
more expensive to update as new ver-
sions with additional features have been 
released every two or three years. Today, 
many people, including myself, are using 
online word processing, spreadsheets, and 
other applications. 

    Two of the biggest competitors for 
cloud-based office productivity programs 
are Microsoft Office Online and Google 
Apps. Both are free for personal use and 
both can read and write word processing 
and spreadsheet documents in a wide va-
riety of formats. Neither one can match the 
many capabilities of the regular versions 
of Microsoft Word or Excel or of Apple’s 
Pages or Numbers applications. 

    However, they are capable competitors 
for all the more commonly used functions 
and the price tag of free certainly is ap-
pealing for many of us.

    US National Archives Will Up-
load all its Holdings to Wikipedia

– Dick Eastman • June 30, 2014:
    The US National Archives and Record 
Administration (NARA) has announced 
that it will be uploading all of its holdings 
to the Wikimedia Commons. Dominic 
McDevitt-Parks, the Wikipedian in resi-

Patricia’s Historian Report
Connecting  Living With the Dead Is Full Time Job
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dence at the National Archives and Re-
cord Administration, stated, “The records 
we have uploaded so far contain some of 
the most high-value holdings … How-
ever, we are not limiting ourselves … Our 
approach has always been simply to up-
load as much as possible … to make them 
as widely accessible to the public as pos-
sible.”  The plan seems to be a bit fuzzy 
at the moment with a long-term objective 
defined but with few details announced.

FamilySearch Reaches One Billion 
Images– FamilySearch.org
   
     FamilySearch.org announced an im-
portant milestone this week. They have 
now put online one billion digital images 
of historic ancestral records. This is big 
news for anyone who appreciates free 
genealogy records. In this article, we dis-
cuss several fascinating facts behind the 
headline that will be an interest to gene-
alogists.

• Each digital image can potentially con-
tain several ancestral records. Thus, one 
billion images represent a few billion 
records (3.2 billion records have already 
been indexed).

• FamilySearch first started preserving 
and providing access to ancestral records 
in 1938 (through FamilySearch centers 
and affiliated public libraries).

• It took FamilySearch a total of 58 years 
(until 1996) to record 2 billion images 
onto microfilm. 

• In 2007, FamilySearch first started to 
digitize their extensive collections. It has 
taken just 7 years to create the first 1 bil-
lion digital images.

• Of the current digital images going on-
line (as mentioned frequently in newest 
genealogy records), approximately 70% 
come from digital conversion of existing 
microfilm records, 25% come from new 
sources and 5% come from partner orga-
nizations (historically, the biggest provider 
has been Ancestry.com).

• Granite Mountain in Utah is the main re-
cord repository for FamilySearch. A video 
from FamilySearch provides a fascinating 
glimpse inside the facility.

• There are 275 camera teams digitally 

recording historic images in 45 countries. 
The run rate is currently 500,000 new 
digital images a day.

• It takes just 2 to 4 weeks from the time 
a digital image is first captured to when it 
goes online. 

• The most popular images are for census, 
immigration, military, birth, marriage, 
death, church and court records. The re-
cords are sourced primarily from national, 
state, municipal and religious archives.

• FamilySearch has worked with more 
than 10,000 archives in over 100 coun-
tries.

• As identified in the article Top 100 Gene-
alogy Websites of 2014, FamilySearch is 
the 3rd largest genealogy website overall 
and the 2nd largest free genealogy website 
(after Find A Grave). It gets an estimated 
average of 10,000 visitors a day.

• FamilySearch has 2.4 million rolls of 
microfilm, 742,000 microfiche, 310,000 
books and 4,500 periodicals, so there is no 
shortage of digital imaging to be done.

• FamilySearch estimates the next 1 bil-
lion digital images should take just 3 to 5 
years to complete and put online. In other 

words, genealogists can expect FamilySe-
arch’s collection to double in the next 3 to 
5 years. FamilySearch has at least 3.5 bil-
lion images in its possession. This means 
the current milestone of one billion digital 
images online represents only about 1/4 of 
what could eventually go online. 

Adding a Source in “Research Ties”

    As genealogists locate sources of infor-
mation which are relevant to their research 
goals, they need to record a full biblio-
graphic citation, as well as any comments 
about that source which could prove help-
ful in the future. They also need to record 
which repository houses that document. 

    Some sources are used over and over 
again. For example, how many ancestors 
do you need to locate in the 1900 U.S. 
census? 

How many times do you want to type 
and re-type that citation? Research Ties 
provides a source template to record each 
source one time, and then whenever it is 
used again, only a click in a dropdown 
box is needed to link the entire citation to 
a new entry.

It’s getting late – Do you know where 
your great- grandparents are?

    Do you find yourself multi-tasking 
and switching between windows and 
different programs at once while doing 
your family history work?  

     Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a simple 
easy way to split two windows evenly and 
then see both windows at one time”  Well, 
such a solution  does exist!  
    Released in the Windows 7 Operating 
-System (and all succeeding Windows 
operating systems) is a feature known as 
“Snap”.  Snap allows any user to drag and 
then evenly split two windows so that the 
windows appear side-by-side.  

    To perform the “Snap” function, Left-
click and hold down in the title bar of one 
of the windows you wish to split.  (The 
title bar is the very top region of the win-
dow. )  

  
    Next, while holding down on the title 
bar, move your mouse cursor (or arrow) 
to one of the sides of the screen.  

    Your arrow MUST make contact 
with one of the edges of your computer 
screen. 
 
    When your mouse cursor touches the 
edge of the screen, a transparent box  will 
appear giving you a preview of what an 
evenly split window will look like. 
 
     Once that preview box appears, release 
your left-mouse button and your window 
should take a place of the transparent box.  

    Perform the same action for your next 
window or program, moving your mouse 
cursor to the opposite side, and you will 
have two evenly split windows!  

Split Your Screen into Two Screens with 
Two Different Programs Showing



�

     KISS is regarded as one of the most 
influential rock and roll bands of all-time. 
The band holds honors as one of Amer-
ica’s top gold record champions, selling 
over 100 million albums worldwide in 
their 40 year career. 
    KISS’ career milestones are stagger-
ing, boasting decades of record-break-

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
Nov. 5,7,9,14,15,19,22,23
The Joint at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada

Close Up of Tommy Thayer 
Lead Guitar Player f0r  KISS

ing tours around the globe. Notable mo-
ments include appearances at Super Bowl 
XXXIII, the 2002 Winter Olympics, the 
2005 Rockin’ The Corps concert for U.S. 
troops Iraq and Afghanistan, and perform-
ing on 2009’s American Idol finale to 30 
million viewers.

     The KISS legacy continues to grow, 
generation after generation, transcending 
age, race and creed. The unparalleled de-
votion and loyalty of the KISS Army to 
the “Hottest Band in the World” is a strik-
ing testament to the band’s unbreakable 
bond with its fans.



�

    Tommy Thayer now has a signiture guitar for 
his fans: “This fantastic guitar is an exact version of 
my Gibson silver sparkle Custom Shop Standard 
that I’ve played onstage with KISS for years now.
    Having my own signature Epiphone Les Paul 
guitar is something I’ve dreamed about for a long 
time. When I was a teenage kid back in Portland, 
Oregon in the ‘70s I would look at the Les Pauls 
at the local guitar shop wall and dream that one 
day I might have one of my own to play – never 
fathoming that I’d have my own signature model 
someday!
     Being in KISS for over 10 years now has taken 
me to that place. It’s important for me to put my 
name on a professional guitar for serious musicians 
that sounds great, looks amazing and is affordable.
    Check Tommy’s internet site for details.

Tommy now has Signiture 
Les Paul guitar 
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Story submitted by 
Richard Allen Thayer

 of Bremerton, WA

    Norwich—About the middle of the 
afternoon of the first day of the Thayer 
auction in Mt. Upton [NY] there were 
voices from the crowd. “Let’s get out of 
the junk. Let’s get in the house.” 
     Since morning, two auctioneers had 
been selling tools and antiques and a con-
glomeration of items from a garage build-
ing as fast as a half dozen helpers could 
bring them out. 
     There had been a few good buys in the 
garage but most of it was strictly for the 
local buyer who expected to put the tools 
and utensils back to use after long years 
of collecting dust after a few months and 
provide extra chores for overloaded and 
forgetful minds. 
    Also, if you run out of chemical while 
fighting a fire—that’s all, there isn’t any 
more. Unless a hardware store is close 
at hand, you are left in an inferno with a 
useless cylinder of rapidly warming metal 
in your hands. Any way you look at it, 
water, in large quantities, is your best bet, 
Mr. LeClair says. “After all, if you’ve got 
nothing else, you can throw it on the fire 
with your hat.” 
     There’s a neat little knapsack arrange-
ment which holds five gallons and works 
with a hand pump. Mr. LeClair is very 
enthusiastic about it. But, he notes, sadly, 
“Invariably, there’s no fire-fighting equip-
ment of any kind at a cottage. Except for 
firemen.” he added, brightening. “Every 
fireman that has a cottage takes care of 
that detail.” 
     But the buyers from the cities, from the 
New England states and from Ohio, want-
ed to get at the fine old antiques in what 
was Albert Thayer’s residence, before he 
was struck by a car on the highway and 
died in the hospital from the injuries. The 
house was full of china, glassware, pot-
tery, fine old furniture, jewelry, old guns 
and Indian relics.
    After the garage and the house there 
were two other buildings, an old barn 
and the store building which was Mr. 
Thayer’s jewelry repair shop and trad-

ing post. All four of the buildings were so 
chuck full of everything from junk to pieces 
of the finest workmanship of every period, 
that one could hardly walk through them. 
And the threat variety of Mr. Thayer’s pos-
sessions was indicative of the wide range 
of the man’s interests. 
     His father, George Thayer, had been an 
expert cabinet maker and had lived in Mt. 
Upton, and Albert Thayer himself spent 
all his life in the community except for a 
period of time spent in Boston learning 
the jeweler’s trade. 
    Mr. Thayer was not only a jeweler. He 
was also a trader, a builder, a fur buyer, 
a trapper, a junk dealer, but most of all 
he was a collector and hoarder. He was 
not an antique dealer in the sense that 
he would buy and sell antiques for profit. 
Mr. Thayer kept his antiques. One of his 
neighbors said that if he liked you he might 
give you an antique if you showed a desire 
for it, but he would not sell. There was 
no end to what he collected. He attended 
auctions about the area, on one purchase 
buying a fine piece of furniture, for several 

‘Legend Has It’ That Banjo Buried with Collector 
Albert Thayer Perhaps Included  Sack of Diamonds 

‘Old Time Hoarder’ Reveled at Auction

dollars, and on the next purchase paying 
10 cents for a box of junk.        
     He collected children’s things, dolls, 
rubber balls, cap pistols, and lapel buttons 
with wise sayings like “Oh. You Kid.” 
     Albert Thayer was the kind of man to 
start a legend. His father before him had 
invented a five-string banjo with a sound-
ing board built into the back of it. There 
were several banjos in the sale, but the 
original made by his father was buried 
with Albert Thayer according to his in-
structions. 
    Albert Thayer had been a diamond 
trader also, and it was believed he had a 
quantity of diamonds when he died. The 
diamonds could not be found after his 
death. There is a story about Mt. Upton 
already that the diamonds were probably 
in the banjo that he took to the grave.
Binghamton Press  [NY] April 27, 1952       
    Albert Clark Thayer lineage:  Albert 
Clark (George L. 8, William 7, Jona-
than 6, Oliver  5-4, William 3, Shadrach 2, 
Thomas 1) Thayer.
     Love to help a legend... Editor DM

From: Jacqueline Thayer Williams 
To: Kate Kuzmich

    This is a new announcement and 
photo  (not attached) that may be put 
into the next newsletter:

     Jacqueline LaJune Thayer Wil-
liams and Arthur Lee Williams cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary on December 23, 2013, in 
Springfield, Tennessee.  

    They were married in York, Ne-
braska, in l963.    Their two sons 
are Dustin Art (Nancy) Williams 
(11/02/68) and Kenyon Clay (Gin-
ger) Williams (12/19/73).  Dustin 
and Nancy’s children are Jenise 
Kristarrah (5/30/97) and Kadyn 
Arthur (5/20/99).  Kenyon and 
Ginger’s children are Talia Rosa-

Family News from the Internet to TQ 
Newsletter to Thayer Families at Home. . .

lie (8/20/02) and Aiden Andante 
(5/20/05).

   Jacqueline taught school for 
38 years; 33 in special education.  
Dustin is a luthier and owns the 
Williams Fine Violin shop on Mu-
sic Row in Nashville, Tennessee.  

    Kenyon has a doctorate in per-
cussion and is a professor at Min-
nesota State University in Moor-
head.  (Dr. Arthur Williams was 
an art professor, sculptor and au-
thor.)

    Jacqueline’s Thayer Lineage:  
Jacqueline 12, Raymond Cleo 11, 
Arthur Mansell 10, John Windsor 
9, George Washington 8, Sabin 7, 
Simeon 6, Simeon 5, Uriah 4, Eb-
enezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1.
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Query shared by Marc Thayer from 
Tom Brimmer:

Hi Marc, I purchased Pliers marked 
Heaton’s button fastener co. marked Oct 
19. 1975. There is an addition to this  but-
ton fastener that says Thayer’s Pat. Feb. 
27, 1983 on the attachment made for the 
Heaton’s button pliers. I was in hope it 
would be something you could use for 
your genealogy records or would like 
pictures of. I will send them with this e-
mail. My wife and I are retired here in 
Idaho. When you find time it sure would 
be nice to know more about your fami-
lies connection with James invention for 
the Heatons’button fastner pliers. If not 
that’s OK too.Take care.
                                     Tom Brimmer
J. F. THAYER.
METHOD OF ATTAGHINGBUT-
TONS, 850.
No. 295,593, Patnted Mar. 25, 1884.
UNITED STATES PATENT OFF CE.
JAMES F. THAYER, OF PROVI-
DENCE, RHODE ISLAND.
METHOD OF ATTACHINGBUT-
TONS, 84C.
SPECIFICATION forming part of Let-
ters Patent No. 295,593, dated March 
25, 1884. Application filed December 15, 
1883. (No model.)

To all whom it may concern.-
    Be it known that I, JAMES F. THAY-
ER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Providence, in the county of Providence 
and State of Rhode Island, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Methods of attaching Buttons, 8m; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings, and to letters 
or figures of reference marked thereon, 
which form a part of this specification.
   My present invention relates to an im-
proved method of fastening fabrics or 
other materials together; and it consists 
of two tubular rivets or eyelets of unequal 
diameters, each provided with an exterior 
flange at one end thereof, the shank of the 
smaller eyelet adapted to pass within the 
shank of the larger one in opposite direc-
tions through the fabric or material, when 
by suitable means said eyelets are forced 
or pressed together endwise, the small end 
of each at the same time being deflected 
outwardly against the flange of its fellow 
eyelet, thereby completing the method of 
attachment, all as will be more fully here-
inafter set forth. 
    In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
Figure 1 represents, enlarged in vertical 
central section, two flanged eyelets of un-
equal diameters in position preparatory 
to clinching. Fig. 2v represents the same 
when secured or clinched according to 
my invention, as used for attaching layers 
of fabricor other material together. Fig. 3 
represents, also in vertical central section, 
a button secured to the garment or fabric 
under my improved method. Fig. 4 rep-
resents a modification of the fastening 
wherein a washer is shown in combina-
tion therewith.
    A in the drawings represents the tubular 
fastening, composed of the two eyelets or 
hollow rivets a and b, each provided with 
an exterior flange, a b, respectively. The 
shank or neck of the eyelet is larger than 
that of the eyelet 12, thereby adapting the 
latte, to be inserted and clinched within the 
shank of the former, all as fully shown. In 
Fig. 4, I have represented a modification 
of the fastening,

whereby a washer or. plate, 10, is in-
terposed between the fabric or material 
and the flange of the larger eyelet, a, said 
washer, when so used in combination, 
serving as a backing or stiffening plate. for 
the fabric.
    The manner of applying and securing 
the eyelets according to my improved 
method is as follows: The fabric or ma-
terial (as in Fig. 2) is first punctured or 
perforated to receive the shank of the 
larger eyelet, a, after which the shank of 
the smaller eyelet, b, is inserted within 
the shank of the former, when, now, the 
ends 0 0 thereof are deflected outwardly 
against the rounded shoulders e and 0 of 
the flanges b a, respectively, of said eye-
lets b a, all as fully shown. The manner 
or means of deflecting the said ends 0 e 
is not deemed essential to this specifica-
tion, as any suitable setting-instrument or 
other well-known device may be readily 
adapted for the purpose.
     I do not limit myself to the relative posi-
tion of the parts, as they may be reversed, 
as in Fig. 4, the larger eyelet being then in-
serted from the under side of the fabric.
I am well aware that eyelets of various 
forms and sizes have been used singly 
before, and therefore I do not claim such, 
broadly; but
What I do claim is:
1. That improvement in the art of securing 
layers of fabric or other material together 
which consists in perforating the same, 
then passing eyelets through such perfo-
ration from opposite sides, one within the 
other, and finally pressing together the 
eyelets endwise, whereby they are inter-
locked, and the thickness of material held 
firmly together, all substantially as shown 
and set forth.
2. The combination, with layers of fabric 
or other material, of the flanged eyelets a 
b, one within the other, their flanged ends 
resting upon opposite sides of the fabric or 
material, and interlocked, substantially as 
shown and set forth.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 
signature in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES F. THAYER.

See this link     http://www.google.com.
ar/patents/US295593

Thayer Query...
1884 Patent of James F. Thayer of Providence, RI
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     Look around at some of Binghamton’s 
long-established cultural assets. Tri Cit-
ies Opera. The Roberson Museum and 
Science Center. The Phelps Mansion 
Museum and a few precious others.
    Now try to see what your eyes can’t 
show you: The invisible support that 
keeps those institutions viable.
    That sort of unwavering dedication 
comes in large part through local volun-
teers and philanthropists who care about 
the community enough to put service and 
support over selfish interest.   
     One such individual was Ruth Thayer 
Mulford of Binghamton, who died Feb. 
19 at age 89. She and husband Theodore, 
who predeceased her just one month shy 
of their 60-year anniversary in 2010, left 
footprints all over the Triple Cities and 
beyond.
    A vice president at Link Aviation and 
a founder of Binghamton University’s 
Watson School of Engineering, he had 
headed up SUNY’s Statewide Advi-
sory Board for Economic Development, 
Broome County Industrial Development 
Agency and the New York State United 
Way, among dozens of others. 
    With those and myriad other responsi-
bilities, Ruth took his absences from the 
family in stride and served with him be-

hind the scenes.
    As a volunteer touching the lives of 
patients, Ruth devoted time to Lourdes 
Hospital while he served on its board of 
directors and helped establish a company 
called Twin Tier Home Health Care.
    Both Twin Tiers and Lourdes cared for 
Ruth at the end of her days. “My mother’s 
life came full circle,” said the couple’s 
only child, 49-year-old Barth Mulford of 
Hilton Head, S.C.
    She and Ted dug deep to enrich the 
community; those same resources could 
then embrace Ruth in her time of need.
Binghamton start Ruth’s sister, Colleen 
Thayer of Binghamton, says they grew 
up in an average American household on 
the city’s West Side. Colleen’s the only 
one left in that family. Her brothers, Fred-
erick and John, and sister Joan have died, 
as have their parents, Charles and Lillian 
Thayer.
    Their parents had two families, sort of 
– the boys and Ruth, and then, much later, 
Joan and Colleen. Even though Ruth, 13 
years older than Colleen, had left home by 
the time she was a little girl, she has some 
memories of those early days.
    “We enjoyed horseback riding,” she 
said. “In the Catskills and at a place in 
Vestal.” Ruth graduated from Bingham-

ton Central High School, and eventually 
joined Marine Midland Bank, working as 
secretary to its president, Thomas Wilson, 
until both retired.
    She occupied a place in many worlds. 
Photos of her, stunning in a gown, show 
her as the socialite she was. Other pictures, 
with son Barth on her lap, show her to be 
an enchanted mother.
    She was forever clipping recipes from 
Bon Appetit, Gourmet and other such 
magazines to which she was an enthusi-
astic subscriber, and used a vast repertoire 
of recipes to cook for her popular gather-
ings.
    She and Ted numbered many of Bing-
hamton’s elite among their guests. Keith 
Martin, former executive director of the 
Roberson, and wife Laura; TCO co-
founder Peyton Hibbitt, and uncountable 
other movers and shakers moved within 
shared social circles, at the Mulford home 
or second home, the Binghamton Club on 
Front Street.
    “I’ve been to some of her functions,” 
Colleen said, “and each was done to per-
fection.” That’s how Ruth liked her gar-
dens, too. Cultivated, well-manicured 
and abounding in brightness. When she 
wasn’t with her irises, she had her nose 
in a book — in those spare moments she 

Ruth Thayer Mulford was devoted to the Triple Cities
A Life Lived:

Left to Right: Colleen Ann Thayer (sister of Ruth); Barth Parker Mulford (son); Lillian ‘Ruth’ Thayer (1924 - 
2014) Rebecca Mulford (daughter-in-law); husband  Theodore E. Mulford (1920 - 2010)
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wasn’t with her family or friends.
    “She was one of the great ladies who 
volunteered in many different organiza-
tions,” said Bob Keller of Binghamton, 
who knew the Thayers for at least 60 
years. “They were all so talented artisti-
cally.”
    He remembers Ruth’s dedication to 
the Monday Afternoon Club, serving on 
many of its committees.
    Thanks to their lineage, the Thayer girls 
also belonged to the Tuscarora chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion — and in recent months, caring sib-
ling Colleen called on the group to send a 
card to cheer Ruth in her declining health, 
said club member Jeanne Ketcham of 
Endwell.
     Under Ruth’s wing Barth’s parents’ 
interests enriched his life rather than di-
minished it.  He remembers the thrill of 
attending his first opera, “Die Fleder-
maus,” when he was about 8 years old. 
“They exposed me early because of their 
passion for it,” he said. “The theatrics, the 
costumes— it was great.”
    With Dad rushing off to meetings most 
nights and Mom dividing her energy be-
tween family, work and her own interests, 
Barth saw what it meant to live, Mulford 
style.  And he’s glad for it.
  “She was the best mom I could have 
had,” said Barth, now following his own 
passion as a PGA apprentice. “The les-
sons she gave me as a young kid continue 
to serve me to this day.”
    Local “Power Couple” Married by 
Emera
    The last few days have been busy for 
public works crews and power company 
employees. The wet, heavy snow left 
thousands without power. It didn’t take 
long to get it back on thought, thanks, in 
part, to a local “power” couple.
    “This isn’t going to work. We at least 
need to be the same height. There. Okay, 
that is better,” said Dave Thayer, awk-
wardly adjusting his chair. His wife, Kim, 
laughed as he got comfortable.
     A spring storm brought Kim and Dave 
together for the first time, 10 years ago. 
“It turned out that everyone else in the of-
fice had called in sick and she told me to 
sit down and I was going to work,” said 
Dave.
     The Thayers married in 2008. They still 
work for Emera Maine, formerly Bangor 
Hydro. Wednesday’s snowstorm was 
nothing new.
“Here we go again,” said Kim, sarcasti-

cally. She looked at her computer monitor, 
displaying an outage map.” It is telling me 
that these two folks who have called in are 
still without power.”
     Kim works from the operations cen-
ter along Telcom Drive. She’s monitoring 
restoration efforts, tracking outages, and 
communicating with line crews. Dave is 
a system operator, based in downtown 
Bangor. He monitors high voltage elec-
tric systems. During snowstorms like this, 
they work together.
     “I rely on her a lot of certain questions 
for areas of the job that she is stronger in,” 
said Dave.
     So the next time you lose power, think 
of your neighbors the Thayers. They’re 
working long hours, alongside others, to 
get the lights back on.
     “It is a team effort all around whether it 
is a married couple team effort or whether 
it is dispatch or line crews working togeth-

Ruth and Theodore Mulford on their wedding day, September 16, 1950
er to get the power back on,” said Kim.

Lineage:  David Charles Thayer lin-
eage:  David Charles (Leo Clifford 3-2, 
Julius L. Therrien 1) THAYER
 
My Words, by Larissa Anne Cullen:
     Dad was always my role model. I loved 
the special things we did together. There 
were simple things he introduced to me: a 
Springtime walk in the woods to discover 
Mayapples. Walking with my first nature 
books in hand, sharing his binoculars 
to match each bird to its picture. Study-

ing the trees, noticing the texture of their 
bark, learning to recognize and identify 
the unique shape of a leaf. Camping trips 
we would plan, never the campgrounds 
with outhouses since that first time. Al-
ways with the musty green canvas tent 
we picked out at Sears. How to eat Asian 
foods properly with chopsticks. The joy 
of doodling on paper napkins with a Bic 
ballpoint pen. The way it feels to put suc-
cinct brushstrokes you intended on heavy 
white paper. Dad saw early on my love 
and aptitude for creativity and nurtured it, 
never denying me lessons, supplies, any-
thing that would help me to blossom and 
grow and to be productive. He exposed 
me to art, culture and travel whenever 
possible, always challenging me to learn, 
achieve and improve. It was always my 
goal to make him proud, now even more 
so. I miss my Dad. I miss everything about 
him, everything except for the pain he was 

in, the pain that he endured until it became 
too much for his body to handle. It was 
very, very painful and difficult to see him 
suffer, and to lose his mobility and inde-
pendence, all without complaint. Dad’s 
quiet demeanor belied a deep intellect and 
intense understanding of the entire world 
around him. His intelligence contrasted 
sharply with his complete lack of van-
ity or conceit, which he had no tolerance 
for in himself, or in others. He was a very 
kind and gentle soul, with a warm smile 
that would wrap around my heart like a 
giant hug. I love and miss him so much, 
and I am very proud to be his daughter.
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Historian’s Report May 2014:
Meet the Thayer family of New Ipswich,
Hillsborough, New Hampshire!  
The following photos would have ap-
peared in Volume V of A Comprehen-
sive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America, had they been received before 
publication.  They have been shared by 
Barent Kurt Parslow of Staunton, Vir-
ginia.  States Barent:  “These photos 
came to me by way of my great grand-

mother, Bertha Jean (Thayer) Flint.”   
See the Stephen Thayer and Joanna 
Pond family and descendants on page 
528 and following pages in Volume V.

Lineage:  Stephen (Smith P.6, Peletiah5, 
John4, Thomas3, Ferdinando2, Thom-
as1) THAYER and Joanna POND.

p.528 Joanna Pond Thayer 
(1827 -abt1921)

p.535   Martha Jane Herrick 
(1850 - 1901)

Albert Elison Flint (1865 - abt 1953)Henry Thayer  (1796 - 1822)

p.529   Frederick Albert Thayer
(1851 - 1883) 

p.531  Samuel Allen Thayer (1842-1947), 
Marry Hannah Adams (1844-1921)
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Joanna Pond (1808-1878)

p.535  Bertha Jean Thayer
(1879 - 1971)

p.528   Stephen Thayer (1803 - 1890)

Great Grandmother Shares 
Family Photos  -
Belongs in Volume V of Thay-
er Family of America

p.529   Meriam Agnes Thayer 
(1877 - 1919)

p.529  Lauretta Sophia Thayer 
(1835 - 1883)
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Abhishek Mukherjee By Abhishek Mukherjee July 
5, 2014, 10:31 am

  Comment
John Thayer, Moments in history, 
Titanic
    The valiant John Thayer had passed away on 
April 15, 1912. Abhishek Mukherjee looks at the 
only First-Class cricketer who sunk with the RMS 
Titanic in the Atlantic Ocean.
    The hype was enormous when The Royal Mail 
Ship (RMS) Titanic had set out from Southampton 
for New York City on April 10, 1912. She halted at 
Cherbourg, France and Queenstown (now Cobh), 
Ireland before setting out for the North Atlantic. 
    Approximately at 11.40 on the freezing night April 
14, 1912, Titanic collided with an iceberg about 600 
kilometres south of Newfoundland; her hull plates 
were buckled inwards along her starboard side, 
causing her to be filled with water and gradually 
sink.
    At 2.20 AM, April 15, what was a humongous 
ship in all its pomp had been replaced an all-engulf-
ing chilly emptiness of the North Atlantic. Of 2,224 
people only 710 escaped, while the remaining 1,514 
passed away from hypothermia (at a temperature of 
approximately −2 °C) or otherwise.
    John Borland Thayer, jr, Vice-President of Penn-
sylvania Railroad, was one of them. He was also the 
only First-Class cricketer to have died from the un-
fortunate accident.

Early days
    John Thayer was born in a famous American 
cricket family (it was not that common a phenom-
enon in the 1860s or 1870s) on April 21, 1862. His 
younger brothers George, Harry, and Walter all 
played First-Class cricket, while Sydney, another 
brother, played for Merion and Sirens. Sydney’s son 
SG Thayer also played for Merion and Modocs. John Thayer  Photo Courtesy: Wikipedia

    A student at the University of Penn-
sylvania, John Thayer went on to lead 
them in lacrosse in 1879, but had played 
for Merion two years before that, bag-
ging a pair against St George’s Club 
of New York. He continued to play for 
Marion, and made his Halifax Cup de-
but for Merion against Young America 
at Philadelphia at an age of 18. Merion 
finished third in the tournament, and 
Thayer managed seven wickets at 21.14.

Also Read
    Nezam Hafiz: The only cricketer to 
lose his life in the 9/11 attacks. The next 

season established Thayer as one of the 
finest contemporary American bowlers 
as he finished with 21 wickets at 5.71, 
confounding the Chestnut Hill batsmen 
at Ardmore with his round-arm right-
hand bowling: bowling unchanged in 
each innings Thayer finished with fig-
ures of six for 22 and five for 20 to rout 
them for 41 and 42.
    Against Western Association at Ard-
more in 1882 Thayer pulled off what 
was arguably his best performance: he 
top-scored in the first innings with 16 as 
Merion were bowled out for 43 and were 

up against an 86-run lead. Thayer then 
smashed an unbeaten 107 out of a team 
score of 165; then, defending a paltry 80, 
Thayer bowled his heart out, finishing 
with four for 16 as Western Association 
got away with a two-wicket victory.
    None of the Halifax Cup matches 
were unfortunately classified as First-
Class matches. Thayer eventually made 
his First-Class debut for American Born 
against English Residents in the annual 
fixture, scoring 22 and 11; surprisingly, 
he did not get a bowl. He played the next 
two editions of the contest in 1882 and 

John Thayer: Only First-Class cricketer 
Who Sunk with the RMS Titanic 1912
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1883 as well with limited success. He 
also played for Gentlemen of Philadel-
phia against United States of America at 
home, returning a haul of three for 17.
    Playing for Fourth Street Offices 
against Altoona, Thayer ran into his 
brother Harry: Harry top-scored with 
42 as John, with four for 32, bowled out 
Altoona for 73 and conceded a 71-run 
lead. Then John started by removing 
Harry and finished with figures of 4.3-
1-7-6, dismissing Altoona with scores 
levelled.
    John Thayer’s younger brothers 
George, Harry, and Walter all played 
First-Class cricket, while Sydney, anoth-
er brother, played for Merion and Sirens  
Photo Courtesy Wikipedia
John Thayer’s younger brothers George, 
Harry, and Walter all played First-Class 
cricket, while Sydney, another brother, 
played for Merion. 

The England tour
    Thayer was selected to tour the British 
Isles in 1984 for the Gentlemen of Phila-
delphia. He had some decent perfor-
mances, the best being 60 and 93 against 
Gentlemen of Derbyshire at Derby, fol-
lowed by two for three and three for 32 
in his next outing against Gentlemen of 
Surrey at The Oval.
    The matches were not given First-
Class status, but Thayer managed to im-
press the critics. James Lillywhite wrote 
that Thayer “bats in finished style, and, 
with more patience, would be the best in 
the team in that department. (He) can 
hit hard, and is a dangerous man when 
once well in. (He) bowls medium round-
arm with good command of the ball and 
a break both ways. (He) Is a splendid 
mid-off, and shows fine fielding when-
ever he is placed either at the boundary 
or close to the wicket.”

Back to the USA
    Thayer played three more First-Class 
matches over the next three seasons, all 
for Gentlemen of Philadelphia, without 
much success. His love for cricket never 
faded, and he continued to play for Mer-
ion and Philadelphia till 1899. For Mer-
ion against Philadelphia Cricket Club in 
a Halifax Cup match Thayer scored 134 
not out, adding 120 with Harry (69). No-
body else managed 20. It remained John 
Thayer’s only Halifax Cup hundred.

Personal life
    On November 9, 1893 Thayer mar-
ried Marian Longstreth Morris. They 
had four children, Jack III, Frederick, 

Margaret, and Pauline. John went on 
to become the Vice-President of Penn-
sylvania Railroad, and his family visited 
Europe as the guests of the American 
Consul General in Berlin. Eventually, 
only Jack went with his parents.
    According to Encyclopaedia Titanica 
the Thayers were returning to USA on 
Titanic as First-Class passengers. They 
had board from Cherbourg and had 
checked in to Cabin C-68. They That 
night they dined with William and Lucile 
Carter, Major Butt, and Captain Smith 
at a party hosted by George, Harry, and 
Eleanor Widener in the a la carte restau-
rant.
    The family were preparing for bed 
when they heard the collision. John im-
mediately ran to the spot and came back 
to call his wife and son. Since the chil-
dren boarded first, Jack went on Life-
boat B. John then saw Marian and the 
family maid Margaret Fleming to safety 
on Lifeboat 4. As Encyclopaedia Titani-
ca wrote, “(John) Thayer had no inten-
tion of boarding a boat. He stuck with 
his friends George and Harry Widener 
and Charles Duane Williams.” John 
Thayer’s body was never found, and he 
is presumed dead.
    Martha Stephenson, one of the sur-
vivors who accompanied Marian and 
Margaret on Lifeboat 4, later said in an 

interview with New York Times: “Mr 
Thayer was one of the bravest men I 
ever saw. Immediately after we felt the 
shock of the collision he bent every ef-
fort to comfort and console the women 
and to see that they got safely into the 
lifeboats. He refused to give a thought 
to his own safety until he had done all 
that mortal man could do for us.”

Aftermath
    Marian, Jack, and Margaret all sur-
vived the tragedy. Jack followed his fa-
ther’s footsteps and went on to play for 
Merion and Philadelphia and went on to 
become the Vice-President of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. He received a blow 
when his son Edward, a bomber pilot, 
was presumed dead after his aircraft was 
shot down in 1943.
    With Marian also passing away in 
1944 (eerily, on the 32nd anniversary 
of the day of Titanic hitting the iceberg) 
Jack suffered from acute depression. He 
was found dead in an automobile at the 
crossing of Parkside Avenue and 48th 
Street in Philadelphia. 
  (Abhishek Mukherjee is the Deputy 
Editor and Cricket Historian at Crick-
etCountry. He blogs at http://ovshake.
blogspot.in and can be followed on Twit-
ter at http://www.twitter.com/ovshake42)
First Published on April 15, 2014, 9:55 
pmLast updated on July 5, 2014, 10:31 
am

Letter to Author:
Greetings,
    Enclosed is Oscar Thayer’s Day Book.  I’m glad to add it to your Thayer 
collection. Who else would send you a hat and a book.  I’m not sure if there 
will be anything else as I slowly go through things that were in the house at 
River Falls.  It’s interesting to go through .  I read somewhere that no one who 
can read will ever successfully clean an attic.  I know I start sorting and find 
something that looks interesting and all of a sudden time has gone by.  There 
are several generations of things here.  I wound up as administrator for a 
couple of estates where there were many years of things.  Papers going back 
to the Civil War.  Mother had things going back to New York state before the 
family moved here in the 1850’s  I’m not sure what to do with them. I can’t  
throw away things that are  that old.
    I am in hopes that I will be able to get to one of the Thayer Reunions.  My 
middle son said I should  just decide to go and he or one of his kids would get 
me there.  One of the grandchildren is interested in genealogy and has been 
helping me research.                   Charles Larson

Armed with a large 4 inch magnifying 
glass, I carefully opened Paster Thayer’s 
Day Book which held addresses of his 
congrigation, visitations, brief diary and 
a  variety of obscure notes. In 1873 James 
Porter D.D. published and included a 
variey of  helps. Postage to Switzerland,  

suggested organization tips and meet-
ings to be held. Helps included marriage, 
burial, meeting agendas etc.  Suggestions 
for application points when finding an aid. 
Helps for visiting the sick and terms of 
salvation were spelled out.  All- in- all  a 
cookbook for success.   Editor DM  



18

SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 

Dwain Everett Thayer Found Seniors Can Stretch 
George Washington  and even Abe Lincoln a ‘bit’
    Keep this list and send a copy to 
your senior friends and relatives 
and people that may know seniors. 
    As I was waiting in line behind an 
older gentleman at Wendy’s recently, I 
heard him ask for his senior discount.  
The girl at the register apologized and 
charged him less.  
    When I asked the man what the 
discount was, he told me that seniors 
over age 55 get 10% off everything on 
the menu, every day.  Being of ‘that’ 

YOU must ASK for your discount! 
  
RESTAURANTS: 
Applebee’s:             15% off with Golden Apple Card (60+) 
Arby’s:                     10% off (55+) 
Ben & Jerry’s:       10% off (60+) 
Bennigan’s:            Discount varies by location (60+) 
Bob’s Big Boy:       Discount varies by location (60+) 
Boston Market:     10% off (65+) 
Burger King:         10% off (60+) 
Chick-Fil-A:          10% off or free small drink or coffee (55+)
Chili’s:                     10% off (55+) 
CiCi’s Pizza:           10% off (60+) 
Denny’s:                 10% off, 20% off for AARP members (55 +)
Dunkin’ Donuts:  10% off or free coffee (55+)
Einstein’s Bagels:  10% off baker’s dozen of bagels (60+)
Fuddrucker’s:        10% off any senior platter ( 55+)
Gatti’s Pizza:           10% off (60+) 
Golden Corral:      10% off (60+) 
Hardee’s:                 $0.33 beverages everyday (65+)
IHOP:                      10% off (55+) 
Jack in the Box:     Up to 20% off (55+) 
KFC:                        Free small drink with any meal (55+)
Krispy Kreme:        10% off (50+)
Long John Silver’s:  Various discounts at locations (55+)
McDonald’s:           Discounts on coffee everyday (55+)
Mrs. Fields:             10% off at participating locations (60+) 
Shoney’s:                 10% off 
Sonic:                       10% off or free beverage (60+)
Steak ‘n Shake:     10% off every Monday & Tuesday (50+) 
Subway:                  10% off (60+) 
Sweet Tomatoes:   10% off (62+)
Taco Bell :               5% off; free beverages for seniors (65+)
TCBY:                     10% off (55+)
Tea Room Cafe:    10% off (50+)
Village Inn:            10% off (60+)
Waffle House:       10% off every Monday (60+)
Wendy’s:                 10% off (55 +)
Whataburger:        10% off (62+)
White Castle :        10% off (62+) 

age myself, I figured I might as well 
ask for the discount too.  
    This incident prompted me to do 
some research, and I came across 
a list of restaurants, supermarkets, 
department stores, travel deals and 
other types of offers giving various 
discounts with different age require-
ments.  I was actually surprised to see 
how many there are and how some of 
them start at the young age of 50. 
    This list may not only be useful for 

you, but for your friends and family 
too. 

This List will be continued in the next 
TQ .      Look for: 
	 Travel
	 Car Rental
	 Overnight Accomodations
	 Cell Phones
	 Activities &
	 Entertainment

RETAIL & APPAREL : 
Banana Republic:  30% off (50+)
Bealls:                      20% off first Tuesday of each month (50+)
Belk’s:                      15% off first Tuesday of every month (55+)
Big Lots:                 30% off
Bon-Ton Dept       15 % off on senior discount days (55 +)
C.J. Banks:            10% off every Wednesday (50+)
Clarks :                   10% off (62+)
Dress Barn:           20% off (55+)
Goodwill:               10% off one day a week (date varies by 
                                       location)
Hallmark:              10% off one day a week (date varies by                	
			   location)
Kmart:                    40% off (Wednesdays only) (50+)
Kohl’s:                    15% off (60+) 
Modell’s Sporting Goods:  30% off 
Rite Aid:              10% off on Tuesdays & 10% off prescriptions 
Ross Stores:       10% off every Tuesday (55+) 
The Salvation Army Thrift Stores:     Up to 50% off (55+)
Stein Mart:           20% off red dot/clearance items first Mon		
	                  day  of every month (55 +)  
GROCERY : 
Albertson’s:       10% off first Wednesday of each month (55 +)
American Discount Stores: 10% off every Monday (50 +)
Compare Foods Supermarket:  10% off every Wednesday 		
				    (60+)
DeCicco Family Markets:   5% off every Wednesday (60+)
Food Lion:                              60% off every Monday (60+)
Fry’s Supermarket:              Free Fry’s VIP Club Membership           	
			      &10% off every Monday (55 +)
Great Valu Food Store:       5% off every Tuesday (60+) 
Gristedes Supermarket:      10% off every Tuesday (60+)
Harris Teeter:                        5% off every Tuesday (60+)
Hy-Vee:                              5% off one day a week (date varies by 	
			   location)
Kroger:                               10% off (date varies by location)
Morton Williams Supermarket:   5% off every Tuesday (60+)
The Plant Shed:               10% off every Tuesday (50 +)
Publix:                                15% off every Wednesday ( 55 +)
Rogers  Markelace:         5% off every Thursday (60+)
Uncle Guiseppe’s Marketplace:  15% off (62+) 
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The Thayer Family DNA Project is open to all who are interested in working together to find their common heritage 
through sharing of information from DNA testing.  All variant spellings of Thayer are welcome. The Thayer DNA Project 
current groups are based on the three known Braintree, MA, Thayer immigrants (Thomas, Richard, and Nathaniel) and 
other unplaced/unknown THAYER lines. 

Lloyd Thayer, email: dna1640hotmail.com, is taking over administration of the project. He will be attending Family Tree DNA’s 
10th Annual Conference on Genetic Genealogy in Houston, TX, from October 10 to 12. It will be an opportunity to learn more 
about DNA technology. If you want to learn more about DNA testing, contact Lloyd by email. He would be happy to tell you his 
DNA testing experience and show you his results. Lloyd is a descendant of Thomas.

If you would like to join the Thayer DNA Project and purchase a test kit, go to the Thayer Family DNA project website: www.
familytreedna.com/public/thayer and click on the Join Request link at the top of the page. There is also a link at the top of the website 
for DNA FAQ. It contains information and will answer many of your questions about the different tests. The chart below lists the 
current prices for various test kits and the discounts the Thayer DNA Project receives. 

Y-DNA tests the paternal line only. Y-DNA mutates very slowly so your Y chromosome looks nearly identical to your father’s Y-
DNA. Your Y-Chromosome DNA (Y-DNA) can trace your father, his father, his father’s father, and so forth. It offers a clear path 
from you to a known, or likely, direct paternal ancestor. The Y-DNA test is the major test we are using for the THAYER DNA 
Project. Most people in the Thayer DNA Project testing the paternal line have done at least the Y-DNA67 test. 

mt-DNA tests the maternal line only. This DNA resides in both males and females and is passed
down from your mother. Your direct maternal lineage is the line that follows your mother’s maternal ancestry. This line consists en-
tirely of women, although both men and women have their mother’s mtDNA. Fathers do not pass on their mtDNA to their children. 
Your mtDNA can trace your mother, her mother, her mother’s mother, and so forth, and offers a clear path from you to a known, or 
likely, direct maternal ancestor.

DNA Test Name                                 Retail Price           Thayer Project Price

Comprehensive Genome	 	    $566.00	             $559.33
Family Finder + mtDNAPlus	    $158.00	             $158.00
Family Finder + mtFullSequence	    $298.00	             $298.00
Family Finder + Y-DNA12	    $158.00	             $158.00
Family Finder + Y-DNA37	    $268.00	             $258.00
Family Finder + Y-DNA67	    $367.00	             $357.00
Transfer Y-DNA33 + Y-DNA25	    $128.00	               $93.00
Transfer Y-DNA46 + Y-DNA37	    $188.00	             $123.00
X-STR Markers Panel 1	   	      $48.00	               $99.00
Y-DNA111	   		     $359.00	             $339.00
Y-DNA37	   		     $169.00	             $149.00
Y-DNA37 + mtDNAPlus	 	    $228.00	             $218.00
Y-DNA37 + mtFullSequence	    $368.00	             $358.00
Y-DNA67	  		     $268.00	             $248.00
Y-DNA67 + mtFullSequence	    $467.00	             $457.00

From: lloydthayer@hotmail.comDN
A

DNA tests may surprise you and prove relationships 
that would never have been imagined, or Not!      DM
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:   A query regarding the lineage of 
Louis Mackey Thayer has come across 
my desk from Wesley Oliver Thayer of 
Junction City, OR. 
    
      It led to findings of information regard-
ing Louis’ contributions to the National 
Coast Guard and the National Transpor-
tation Security Board that I did not previ-
ously have in my files.
    
    Thayer Hall at the National Coast 
Guard Training Center in Yorktown, 
Virginia is named for Louis.  A plaque 
honoring him states the following:

     Louis M. Thayer graduated from the 
Coast Guard Acadeny in 1933. During his 
distinguished career, he served aboard 
many coast guard cutters, including 
command of cutter Uanola during 
WWII.  
     
      In June 1958, he became command-
ing officer of the officer candidate school 
in New London, Connecticut.
    
    In 1959, he was assigned as the first 
commanding officer of Reserve Training
Center, Yorktown.  Promoted to Read Ad-

Louis M. Thayer, NTS Board member 
1967-1976 Photo courtesy National 
Transportation Safety Board

Thayer Hall photo, 
courtesy Gerry Ryan

From Patricia’s mailbox

Thayer Hall Honors  Louis M. Thayer 
Rear Admiral U.S. Coast Guard

miral in 1963.  He became the first
director of the Coast Guard’s newly-
formed Office of Reserve. 
   
     From 1965-1966 he commanded the 
Seventh Coast Guard District in Miami.  
After his retirement in 1967, he was ap-
pointed to be a member of the newly 
formed National Transportation Safety 
Board.

Plaque photo courtesy of Gerry Ryan
Lineage:  Louis Mackey (1908 1989) was 
the son of  (Louis Mackey 9, Atherton 8, 
Zabdiel 7, Elkanah 6, Thomas 5, John 4-

3, Thomas 2-1) THAYER and Dorothy 
Margaret MacLane.

      It’s Now Easier Than Ever to Track 
Your Ancestors in the U.S. Census Re-
cords - March 4, 2014 By Tim Cross 
TreeSeek, a FamilySearch Affiliate, 
introduces a new tracking feature that 
is now available for FamilySearch 
Family Tree. 
    This feature is called the Source 
Tracker. It allows you to see which an-
cestors from the Family Tree have U.S. 
census records attached. It also shows 
you which census records are missing 
for an ancestor and helps you locate 
them within the census data sets. 

To get to the Source Tracker:

1. Go to CreateFan.com
2. Click the Login now to create     	
       your chart button
3. Log in using your Family
       Search account information.
4. Click on the Source Tracker 	
       option
5. Click the Create Charts 
       Button

 ‘Source Tracker’
Tracking Feature Enhances Family Search
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Submitted by 
Verne L. Thayer:

The following received from Dwain Everette 
Thayer just before this issue goes to press:

    This picture was taken near Benton-
ville, Arkansas.  My brother, Ernest and 
his wife, Carol  decided we needed to 
get together for a Family Reunion, so my 
sister, Dona (Thayer) Ostergaard flew in 
from Sacramento, CA. and I flew in from 
Orange County--John Wayne Airport, to 
Omaha where Ernie and Carol picked us 
up on the 17th of July.  We then drove to 
Ernie and Carol’s home in Lincoln, NE. 
from which we launched our trip to Ar-
kansas.
      The purpose of going to Arkansas 
was to spend time with our Family mem-
bers in a beautiful setting and to see the 
“Crystal Bridges American Art Mu-
seum”.  This Museum was built by one 
of the daughters of the Walton Family of 
Walmart fame.  It houses American Art 
from the colonial period to the present day.  
The setting of the Museum is beautiful!!!  
It sits in small valley with low hills, pine 
forests, beautiful gardens and streams.  
     The architecture is “ultra modern” 
with the buildings roof lines resembling 
“turtle backs”.  The museum surround a 
pond that has turtles and carp swimming 
there amongst the water lilies.
     While in Eureka Springs, my brother 
had arranged for our 90 year old Uncle, 
Larry Baker, from Lafayette, LA to sur-
prise all us in the town.  Larry Baker is 
our Mother’s only brother and the last of 

People in the picture are:  Scott Thayer--Son of Ernie and Carol, Dwain Thayer, 
Dona (Thayer) Ostergaard--Sister of Dwain and Ernie, Rob Liliedahl--Ernie and 
Carol’s son in law--husband of their daughter Jill, Susan--wife of Scott Thayer-
-their children--Sloane, age 6 and Cooper, age 9, and Jill (Thayer) Liliedahl--
daughter of Ernie and Carol.

From Patricia’s Mailbox:

California Thayers visit The Thayer Clan of Arkansas 

Mom’s living relatives. He is a “character 
personified”!!!!  Lots of fun to be around.

Lineage:  Dwain Everette, Dona Elaine 
and Ernest Eugene THAYER, chil-

dren of Fora Oliver (Oliver Perry10, 
Alba Delancy9, Elbridge May8, Royal 
Olmstead7, Jedediah6, Micah5,  Jona-
than4, Josiah3, Ferdinando2, Thomas 1) 
THAYER
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There were two Seth Thayers, both of 
whom married a Bathsheba!  They were 
both born about the same time and their 
information can easily be confused!
 
1. Seth THAYER, son of Seth 5 (Seth-4, 
Nathaniel 3, Richard 2-1) THAYER and 
Mary THAYER.  (family appears in vol-
ume IV)
 
This Seth Thayer was born 8 Aug 1793 
in Bridgewater, Plymouth, MA.  He died 
25 Sep 1871 in Springfield, Hampden, 
MA.  He married Bathsheba FROST 
who was born 11 Feb 1798 in Ludlow, 
Hampden, MA and died 17 Feb 1866 in 
Springfield, Hampden, MA. (Daughter 
of Joel FROST and Sally PERKINS).  
Their family follows:
 
1. Seth THAYER (b.8 Aug 1793-Bridg
ewater,Plymouth,MA;d.25 Sep 1871-
Springfield,Hampden,MA)

   sp: Bathsheba FROST (b.11 Feb 
1798-Ludlow,Hampden,MA;m.30 
Sep 1819;d.17 Feb 1866-
Springfield,Hampden,MA)
    2. Nancy Frances THAYER (b.16 Dec 
1820-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
       sp: William H. BARBER (b.Abt 1818-
(of) Springfield,Hampden,MA;m.8 Sep 
1841)
    2. Charles Seth THAYER (b.31 Aug 
1822-Springfield,Hampden,MA;d.8 Nov 
1843-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
    2. Laura Philena THAYER (b.4 Jan 
1824-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
       sp: Benjamin H. FULLER (b.Abt 
1822;m.4 Apr 1842;d.10 Dec 1854)
       sp: James PIERCE (b.Abt 1822)
    2. John Perkins THAYER (adopt) (b.28 
Dec 1828-Springfield,Hampden,MA;d.2 
Feb 1900-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
       sp: Sarah BELCHER (b.Abt Mar 1829-
Barnard,Windsor,VT;m.17 Oct 1852;d.23 

Jan 1884-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
       sp: Lorinda HUTCHINSON (b.Aug 
1844-Ware,Hampshire,MA;m.18 Nov 
1886)
    2. Benjamin Elbridge THAYER (b.7 
Feb 1830-Springfield,Hampden,MA;d.4 
May 1853-Springfield,Hampden,MA)
  
2. Captain Seth W. THAYER, son of 
George (Seth 4-3, William 2, Nathaniel 1) 
THAYER and Beulah HATCH.   (family 
appears in volume II)
 
This Seth Thayer was born about 9 Mar 
1792 in Taunton, Bristol, MA, and died  
6 Mar 1847 in Seekonk, Bristol, MA.  
He married Bathsheba READ, who was 
born 11 Feb 1798 (according to her cem-
etery headstone), possibly in Taunton, 
Bristol, MA, and died 6 Jul 1837 in 
Providence, RI where she is buried in 
the North Burial Ground Cemetery.  
Their family follows:

It’s Easy to Make Errors when There’s a Duplication of Names!!

TFA Secretary, Donald Wayne Thayer:
    785 Williams Street  #303
    Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
    Email: dwschome@verizon.net
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Photos of paintings of Captain Seth W. Thayer and wife Bathsheba (READ) Thayer owned by the late Seth Alexander 
Thayer (1933-2012)

 
1. Seth THAYER (b.Abt 1792-
Taunton,Bristol,MA;d.6 Mar 1848-
Seekonk,Bristol,MA)
   sp: Bathsheba READ (b.Abt 1797-(of) 
Taunton,Bristol,MA;m.12 Jun 1818;d.6 
Jul 1837-Providence, Providence,RI)
    2. Seth Warren THAYER (b.29 Oct 
1819-(of) Providence,Providence,RI;d.23 
Sep 1904- Providence,Providence,RI)
       sp: Lucy B. HAMMOND (b.Sep 1820-
Seekonk,Bristol,MA;m.17 Oct 1849;d.2 
Oct 1909-Providence,Providence,RI)
    2. Moses Eddy THAYER (b.Abt Dec 
1823-Providence,Providence,RI;d.3 Feb 

Paintings of Captain Seth W. Thayer and Wife Bathsheba
1825-Providence,Providence,RI)
    2. Charles Frederick THAYER (b. 1826-
Providence,Providence,RI;d.2 Feb 1884-
Providence,Providence,RI)
    2. George Alexander THAYER 
(b.Abt 1826-,,MA;d.1895-North 
Hemstead,Nassau,NY)
       sp: Jane JONES (b.Abt 1835-(of) 
Brooklyn,Kings,NY;m.Abt 1855)
    2. Edward F. THAYER (b.Abt 1833-P
rovidence,Providence,RI;d.15 Apr 1881-
Providence,Providence,RI)
       sp: Martha L. MORRELL (b.Abt 1835-
(of) Littleton,Grafton,NH;m.Abt 1875)

       sp: Emeline H. PERRY (b.Abt 1800-
(of) Oswego,Oswego,NY;m.Aug 1838)

Concerning Seth Thayer’s death, Rhode 
Island Vital Extacts, 1636-1899: from 
the April 1847 New England Historical 
and Genealogical Register, 1847-2011:
 
“Thayer, Capt. Seth, Seekonk, 6 Mar, 
age 55.  He has been long and favor-
ably known as a commander of various 
steamboats between Providence and N. 
York.”
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www.thayerfamilies.com 
For all official business with the TFA, please contact:                	
TFA Secretary, Donald Wayne Thayer:
    785 Williams Street  #303
    Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
    Email: dwschome@verizon.net
For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, or order copies of 
A comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Families of 
America vols. I-X please write our Historian/Author:

    Patricia Thayer Muno, 
    Thayer Family Historian/Author
    3618 North 225 East
    North Ogden, UT  84414-2762

Quaries - Email: hjthayer@Verizon.net 
(Please include an SASE if you need a reply.)

The Thayer Quarterly © is the official newsletter of the Thayer 
Families Association. Article selection and editorials are at the 
discretion of the Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its 
Officers, Directors, or members. All materials published in the 
Thayer Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the discretion 

of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families Association, 
and/or the original author. Issues are mailed as follows: Winter 
(Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back issues are 
available from 1994 to present; some may be a photocopy (Spring 
2000 to present is available on CD-ROM in electronic PDF format, 
please specify paper or CD when ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for 
members, $5 each for non-members, checks only, payable to TFA.

     TFA,  785 Williams Street #303
     Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs are appreciated, and can be returned, undamaged, if 
requested. Digital photos sent via email are also welcome. Send 
typed articles to the TFA address or email the Editor with an 
attached file containing the article. Articles and submissions may 
be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. Please provide 
sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general interest to 
members are encouraged, and articles written by the Editor at 
your suggestion or from material you provide, will be credited to 
you. Deadline for submission is two weeks prior to publishing . 
Please send via email to: 

     ThayerFamilies@AOL.com 
     TQ Editor Don Muno
     3618 North 225 East
     North Ogden, UT  84414-2762
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