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FORMER EDITOR RETURNS TO QUARTERLY 

 

 
Richard Allen (Rick) Thayer 

 
  Dear readers; I would first like to thank Don 
Muno for all his work on the Thayer Quarterly. 
As a returning editor I am well aware of what a 
chore this job can be. Thank you Don. 
  My pledge to TFA is to put out four editions 
of the newsletter each year on the following 
schedule, the end of the month; Winter; 
January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; 
October. 
  A brief history of editors: 
1993  Founder Philip Standish Thayer Sr.; 1 
1993  Raymond Alexander Thayer; 1 issue, 
1994-99  Richard Allen Thayer; 21 issues, 
1999  Liz Parker Vaulin; 2 issues, 
2000-11  Rodney Lee Thayer; 45 issues!! 
2011-15  Don Muno 10 issues. 
  Don’t forget, gentle reader, the success of this 
newsletter depends on you and your sub-
missions. No editor can do this without your 
help. If I don’t hear from you, you are going to 
get awfully tired of my stories. 
  Please submit materials to me at the following 
address. Electronic submissions are easiest, but 
you may mail me also, I can scan and return 
photos.  

Rick Thayer 
3792 Schultz RD NW 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

rickthayer@aol.com 
 

My Lineage: 
Richard Allen Thayer  (Allen Earl11, Marvin 
Bulkley10, Jay Wesley9, John R8, David7, 
Jonathan A6, Oliver5-4, William3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1) 

 
EDITORIAL 

 
   This issue of The Thayer Quarterly is 
different, it contains religion, politics, scandal, 
and crime.  
   A number of years ago I had the privilege to 
address the membership at a TFA annual 
meeting. My speech was about my role as 
Editor at the time, and I beseeched the 
membership to send me stories that included a 
wider view of who our ancestors were. I used 
an example from a letter written by one of 
Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer’s ancestors. In 
his letter to relatives, this ancestor admonished 
his relative not to vote in the up-coming 
presidential election. He pointed out that by 
participating in the election they were agreeing 
to be governed by the winner of the election. 
Additionally, he spoke to his relative’s 
Methodism, referring to the Protestant 
denomination of Methodists. 
   In researching my article on Thayers of 
Otsego County, NY, I found many examples of 
Thayers of the Protestant faith. From my own 
experience I knew many Thayers that belonged 
to Baptist churches. I did find several examples 
of Thayers buried in Roman Catholic 
cemeteries. But what of other faiths? Are there 
any Jewish Thayers? How about Muslim, 
Buddhist, or Hindu Thayers? 
   Our ancestors had struggles and conditions 
that we now have trouble comprehending. 
Their lifespan was shorter, health care poorer, 
formal education intermittent, or non-existent. I 
cannot imagine the privations endured during 
migrations to different areas in hopes of a 
better life. If you didn’t work, you didn’t eat. 
One crop failure could be your ruin. There was 
no welfare. 
   My father was born at home, in the second 
story apartment of a small wood frame house. I 
doubt that a doctor attended. Most likely a 
female family member or neighborhood 
midwife assisted. Infant mortality was high. 
Anesthesia? You wish. Anyone studying 
genealogy will come across large families, 
infant deaths, and women who spent the 
majority of their adult life bearing one child 
after another. 
 

Page 1 
 

    
     What might be considered “negative”? I 
guess we each have to make a judgment call 
here. Would you reveal a child was adopted if 
the parents did not want that child to know? 
Does the adopted child have the right to know 
he or she is adopted? The same questions could 
be asked about so-called illegitimate children. 
How do you weigh the right to know against 
privacy? I don’t have the answers, but let us 
hear from you, the readers, on these issues. 
   So now I ask my current readers; please 
include all details in your submitted stories and 
personal genealogy. Perhaps you would only 
write the “negative” details of someone that is 
deceased so as not to offend someone living. 
Include politics and religion, or lack of either. 
Interview your relatives now. Ask the hard 
questions. Get things documented for your 
children. Don’t delay. None of us knows how 
long we have in this life.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TFA Dues are due January1st each year. 
Membership runs from January 1 to 
December 31. If you have not paid your 
dues, this will be the last issue of the TQ 
you receive. 
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Thayers Of Otsego County, NY  
Richard A. Thayer, Editor 

 
   Having been born in Oneonta, Otsego, NY, it is only natural that 
my personal genealogical research should begin there. After 
tracing my own lineage I was left with the question of other 
Thayers nearby. Who where they, and what was their occupation? 
How closely related are they? It seemed logical to use my home 
county as the next boundary in which to look for relations. 
   Otsego County is largely agricultural. The county seat is 
Cooperstown. Baseball fans will recognize Cooperstown as the 
home of the Baseball Hall of Fame. Literary fans will know this 
as the birthplace of the famous author James Fenimore Cooper, 
and the setting for his books such as The Last of the Mohicans. 
History buffs will know of the Cherry Valley Massacre of 1778. 
Railroad fans might recognize Oneonta as a stop on the Delaware 
and Hudson railroad and one time home of the largest roundhouse 
in the world. 
   Oneonta, largest city of the county,  now boasts two colleges; 
Hartwick  College and the State University of New York (SUNY), 
formerly State Normal School and State Teachers College. My 
own mother is a graduate of the later. It was this school that led 
my mother from her home in Catskill, NY and would lead to her 
meeting my father at a youth group event at the First Baptist 
Church of Oneonta. 
 

STATISTICS 
   For purposes of this article, I will refer to persons born with the 
name Thayer. 
   So far I have found a record of 445 Thayers being born, living, 
however briefly, or dying in Otsego County. Of these, all trace 
back as descendants of Thomas1 Thayer, through his two sons 
Ferdinando2 and Shadrach2. I find this remarkable! 
   I find 374 Thayers born in Otsego County, 100 married, and 75 
died in Otsego County. 
   The first record I can find of a Thayer born in Otsego County is  
Daniel Thayer, born 24 NOV 1793 in Hartwick, Otsego, NY, died 
1794.  
   The earliest record I can find of a Thayer moving to Otsego 
County is Daniel’s father Bezaleel Thayer (1773-1796). This is 
also the father of Bezaleel Thayer the genealogist who will be 
mentioned later. 
   I find three occurrences of a Thayer marrying a Thayer in 
Otsego County. 
   Mary M. Thayer (1862-1942) married Harlow Warren Thayer 
(1856-1924),  second cousins.  
   Asa Thayer (1814-1896) and Lydia Ann Thayer (1814-?) who 
were first cousins. 
   Daniel Thayer (1795-1863) and Elizabeth Thayer (1800-1829), 
Elizabeth Thayer is unplaced, so relationship is unknown. 
   I find a record of two first cousins; Lilian M. Snedeker (1882-
1960) and Maude S. Snedeker (1890-1973) marrying two Thayers 
that were uncle; Paul Murdock Thayer (1879-1967) and nephew; 
Harry C. Thayer (1885-1971).  Lillian married Paul.  
   I can make the point here that back in those days your really did 
marry the girl next door, or someone within walking or horse-
back distance. It was just a matter of practicality and who you 
knew. 
   I find a record of 52 persons of the name Thayer currently living 
in Otsego County. This undoubtedly includes some females 
married to a Thayer. Anyone who has done genealogy knows it is 
harder to get information from the living then about the dead. 
    
   Longevity; Cornelia Thayer holds the record here as the longest 
living and longest Thayer resident at 102 years, being born and 
dying in Springfield (1837-1939).  

   
Marvin Bulkley Thayer (1896-1948), Ruis Collins Thayer (1904-1968), Earl 
Dewey Thayer (1899-1966), John Graham Thayer (1895-1967),  
Jay Wesley Thayer (1872-1939), Cora Emma Bulkley (1865-1927) 
 
 Most children; James Thayer (1804-1881) and Anna Wing (1808-
1886), 14 children between the years 1827 and 1853. Anna had 
her first child at age 19, and her last at age 45! 
  One of the most notable Thayers of Otsego County that my 
readers will recognize is none other than General Bezaleel 
Thayer. Many Thayers researching their roots have come across 
Bezaleel’s massive Thayer genealogy published in 1874; 
Memorial of the Thayer name, from the Massachusetts colony of 
Weymouth and Braintree embracing genealogical and 
biographical sketches of Richard & Thomas Thayer, and their 
descendants  from 1636 to 1874. 
   I must emphasize that you should not rely on this work for your 
genealogical research. TFA Historian and Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno has found and corrected numerous errors from this 
book. Patricia first published these corrections in her work; Some 
notes on corrections and some possible record problems in the 
Thayer genealogy of 1874 and index of family heads in the Thayer 
genealogy of 1874, © 1992  Patricia Thayer Muno. I have no 
doubt Patricia has made numerous more corrections in her 
“comprehensive” series. 
   Bezaleel reports himself as; “Second child of Bezaleel and 
Sarah Thayer, married Margaret House, 4 July,1816, by Rev. 
John Wack, of Fort Plain, Montgomery Co., N. Y. Settled in Salt 
Spring Hollow, Springfield,  Otsego Co., N.Y. Manufacture of 
woolen goods. In June, 1819 removed to Mexico, Oswego Co., 
N.Y., where he was concerned in manufacturing until 1856, 
when he retired from business.” 
   Bezaleel8 was born 1795 in Hartwick, Otsego, NY and died 
1875 in Mexico, Oswego, NY. His lineage is: Bezaleel7, Reuben6, 
Isaac5,4,3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1. 
 

Page 2 



   While nearly all our early ancestors were farmers, of necessity, 
many were also tradesmen and professionals. I will list here 
several examples from Otsego County. 
   I find five doctors named Thayer, three born in Otsego County, 
one moving to Otsego County. 
   Dr. William D. Thayer (1830-1899) 
   Dr. William Arthur Thayer (1824-1899) 
   Dr. Orson V. Thayer (1824-1909) 
   Dr. George A. Thayer (1830-1887) 

Dr. George Crittenden Thayer (1865-1903) (son of Dr. William   
     Arthur Thayer) 
   I find one reverend: Rev. John Thayer, born 1835 in (of) 
Butternuts, Otsego, NY. Bezaleel notes; “Rev. John Thayer 
was chaplain in one of the Vermont regiments during the 
rebellion.” 
Other occupations: 
Nurse: Dorothy E. Thayer 
Optician: John Graham Thayer (1895-1967) 
Postmaster: Truman C. Thayer (1825-1910) 
Jewelry man: Fred Levi Thayer (1877-1941)  
Barber: George Albert Thayer (1892-1945). 
Bakers: George/John Carey Thayer (1829-1907) and his 
brother Julius P. Thayer (1825- ?). 
Butcher: Henry K. Thayer (1914-1972) 
Inventor: Daniel H. Thayer (1830-1907)   
 “The Mills and Foundry 
John R. Mitchell and his son, George H. Mitchell, were the 
Ludlowville Millers of 1869, and a mile west of Ludlowville, 
on salmon Creek, near its mouth, was the large flour mill and 
saw-mill of Henry Myers. The foundry and machine shop 
spoken of was that of Daniel H. Thayer  who was the inventor 
and patentee of one of the earliest mowing machines, the 
"Meadow King." The patents and right to make this machine 
were sold to Gregg & Co. of Trumansburg, and afterwards Mr. 
Thayer bought out another, mower, which he called "The 
Victor." 
    
 
Ariel Thayer (1785-1868) was a carpenter, house joiner, and 
cabinet maker.  We find the following newspaper article: 
Pioneer cabinetmakers of Cooperstown, 1794-1850, by James 
Taylor Dunn, librarian, New York State Historical 
Association, published in The Otsego Farmer April 1, 1955: 
   “Although listed as a carpenter, not a cabinetmaker, and 
never using the newspapers for advertising, Ariel Thayer is 
known to have made a considerable amount of furniture, most 
of it quite late in life. A soldier of the War of 1812, he came to 
Cooperstown at an early age and died here in 1867, 82 years 
old.” 
   Ariel Thayer must have been active in politics. We find the 
following affidavit printed in several newspapers including 
The Evening Journal, Albany, NY, October  22, 1836. 
   “Ariel Thayer, of Cooperstown, in said county, being duly 
sworn, deposeth and saith, that during the last war this 
deponent was a soldier in the American Army, and that while 
he resided in the village of Cooperstown, and on an occasion 
when the defeat of the American arms was announced, this 
deponent saw John H. Prentiss, the now candidate for 
Congress, swing his hat and huzza and rejoice at said defeat, 
and said "this is the effect of your glorious administration " — 
and that he on other occasions, heard said Prentiss exult the 
defeat of the American arms was announced.” 
   Ariel must have been a religious man as well as political. 
We find the Masonic symbol on his gravestone in Christ 
Churchyard cemetery, in Cooperstown. Ariel served as Master 
of Lodge 138 for fifteen years between the years 1825-1856. 

He is buried in good company with Hon. William Cooper, US 
Congressman and New York State judge, for whom the town 
is named, and his famous author son previously mentioned, 
James Fenimore Cooper. 
 

 
Julia Adalaid Akin (1897-1973) and Marvin Bulkley Thayer (1896-1948) 

 
   We find some end of the line Thayers in Otsego County. I 
feel most notable among these is Rufus James11 Thayer (1918-
1999). I had written to Rufus before his passing, but never 
heard back from him. I find no record of Rufus, or his brother 
William O. Thayer ever marrying, or having children. This 
may have affected Rufus’ generosity and philanthropy. 
   In 1987  Rufus had set up a scholarship fund at Cooperstown 
High School. He also set up a 1.2 million dollar unitrust, 
giving over 300 acres of land, and $400,000 to the Biological 
Field Station, part of State University of New York. The 
property “Lakeside Farm” is on the West side of Otsego Lake 
near Cooperstown and includes lake access. Rufus’ lineage is: 
Grover Cleveland10, William J.9, Marcenus8, William6,7, John5, 
Phillip4, Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1 Thayer.  
   One huge cash crop in earlier days of Otsego County was 
hops used in the production of beer. This part of New York 
State was known as the “hops belt” at one time. My father 
recalled relations performing seasonal work in hop fields. The 
hops had to be dried in kilns after harvest, or they would 
become moldy in storage. This was such an important crop 
that old maps show the location of these hop kilns all over the 
county. I find one reference to a Thayer involved in hops, 
listed in a 1908 directory; 
“Thayer & Reynolds hop merchant 84 Main Cooperstown 
Thayer TW hop merchant 84 Main Cooperstown.” 
This listing for “TW” was Thomas Warren Thayer (1835-
1912). His obituary states in part: “For over 30 years he was 
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engaged in the hop business, and was a man highly esteemed 
in this community.” The Otsego Farmer 1912. 
 
 

MOST WIDELY TRAVELED 
   I may hold the record here, in the Navy on board 
submarines; North (can’t tell you); South of the equator, (after 
passing through the Panama Canal, East to West), East; Italy, 
West; Hawaii (vacation, not in the Navy). 
   Orrin Thayer may come in second. Born 1823 in Oneonta, 
Otsego, NY. Orrin died in Panama in 1850; he was 27. Henry 
Jerome “Jerry” Thayer notes that Orrin was probably returning 
home from the California gold fields, as he is also found in 
California before his death. 
 

BAD LUCK 
 
Mary Thayer (1771-1844): 
Mrs. Mary Bundy died at Nauvoo, with the Mormons. 
Henry Clinton Thayer (1835-1838), drowned in mill floom. 
Malcolm Thayer (1909-1927) drowned. 
 
Henry S. Thayer (1816-1836/37) Killed by Texas Indians. 
Charles John Thayer (1884-1934) Suicide. 
 
   Of course infant and child deaths are saddest of all. There 
are numerous occurrences of infant deaths, often unnamed and 
in unmarked graves. The practice of not naming an infant until 
it is likely to survive is, sadly, still practiced by some cultures. 
 
“The infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Thayer died at the 
parents' home near Bowerstown, Wednesday, April 24. The 
funeral will be held on Friday at 2 o'clock, the Rev. F. S. 
Squyer officiating. The little one will be buried at Lakewood 
cemetery on the first anniversary of the wedding of the 
parents, who were married a year ago at Richfield Springs.” 
The Otsego Farmer 1912 
 
This was the daughter of Harry C. Thayer (1885-1971) and his 
wife Maude S. Snedecker (1890-1973). 
 

LATE IN LIFE CHILDREN & YOUNG BRIDES 
 
   William Franklyn Thayer (1829-1921) married Hannah 
Waters (abt. 1829-1909) on 21 SEP 1850. The couple had 
three children. On 21 Mar 1910, when William F. Thayer was 
80, he married his second wife Elizabeth M. Hodge (1891-
1983). William and Elizabeth had two children; Rose Laura 
Thayer (1908-2002) and Dorothy Emma Thayer (1911-?).  
   Do you see an issue here? Rose was born on 16 NOV 1908 
before William’s first wife died on 14 FEB 1909. Elizabeth 
was 17 and William was 79. We have several clues here. First, 
the obituary of Hannah Waters states in part: 
“The death of Hannah Waters, wife of  Wm. F. Thayer, 
occurred at the home of her son, Edwin L. Thayer, in the town 
of Milford on Sunday morning of dropsy and heart disease. 
She was eighty years of age and has been in failing health for 
the past year. About three months ago she was removed from 
her own home to that of her son's where she was tenderly 
cared for until death released her from suffering.” 
The Otsego Farmer  February 19, 1909 
   So William had Hannah out of the house before Elizabeth 
gave birth. Perhaps Hannah died of a broken heart rather than 
heart disease. 
 
 

   We also have the following from the obituary of Rose:  
“MILFORD - Mrs. Rose Laura Haney, 93, passed away on 
Thursday, June 27, 2002. She was born on Nov. 16, 1908, the 
daughter of William and Elizabeth (Hodge) Thayer, on their 
Dutch Hill Farm in Milford.” 
 

 
Allen Earl Thayer (1918-1993) standing next to monument to the General 
Clinton Campaign near the West entrance of Neahwa Park, Oneonta. The 
stone was taken from the farm of John R. Thayer (1839-1932). 
 
   Elizabeth Hodge would live to the age of 92, but her luck 
with men did not improve much. Sometime before 1920, she 
left William F. Thayer leaving him with two children.  In the 
1920 Census we find William, age 91, living with his son 
Edward. William’s daughter Dorothy, age 9, is with him. 
William’s daughter Rose, age 11, is found in the Susan 
Fenimore Cooper Foundation in Cooperstown. The foundation 
provided “vocational training for dependent children who 
must become self-supporting at an early age.” Elizabeth 
married George Ralph Quick (1880-1924) and had two more 
children by the time George died in 1924. 
 
   Dr. William Arthur Thayer (1824-1899) married Nancy A. 
Crittenden (1826-1893) in 1849. The couple had five children 
together. In 1896, Dr. Thayer married Rose Etta Ballard 
(1869-1950). At the time of their marriage, Dr. Thayer was 72 
and Rose Etta was 27. 
 
   Caleb Thayer (1799-1877). Sometime after the death of his 
first wife, Hannah Stevens (1807-1864), Caleb married Harriet 
Aurelia Pierce (1830-1900). At the time of their marriage 
there was a difference of 31 years in their ages, and Caleb 
would have been at least 65 years old. 
 
   As with any list, we take the chance of leaving someone out. 
We owe a great debt to all our veterans, and I apologize in 
advance if I have omitted anyone from the following list. If 
anyone can provide additional information, I will gladly 
publish it.  
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THAYER VETERANS OF OTSEGO COUNTY 
 

Ariel Thayer (1785-1868)                  War Of 1812 
William Thayer (1794-1879)             War Of 1812 
Amos Thayer (1836-1909)                 Civil War 
Ancil Thayer (1840-1924)                  Civil War 
Colonel/Kurnel L. Thayer (1825-?)    Civil War 
Floyd Adelbert Thayer (1849-1927)   Civil War 
Henry Brown Thayer (1824-1910)     Civil War 
Julius Page Thayer (1825-?)               Civil War 
Rev. John Thayer (1835- ?)                Civil War 
Leroy C. Thayer (1832-1871)             Civil War 
Nelson A. Thayer (1839-1908)           Civil War 
Nelson G. Thayer (1845-1901)           Civil War 
Orrin Thayer (1836-1902)                   Civil War 
Philo W. Thayer (1844-1908)             Civil War 
Earl Dewey Thayer (1899-1966)        USA WWI 
James William Thayer (1893-1962)   USA WWI 
Allen Earl Thayer (1918-1993)           USA WWII 
Orlo Robert Thayer (1918-1998)        USA WWII 
Clarence A. Thayer (1919-2014)        USA WWII 
Durward Paul Thayer (1931-2015)     Korea- Purple Heart 
David Harold Thayer  (living)             National Guard 
Richard Allen Thayer  (living)            USN (1972-1984) 
George L. Thayer  (1943-2008)          USAF (1963-1967) 
Clyde W. Thayer (living)                    USA? (1967-) 
Guy Thayer (1893-1959)                     National Guard 

 
THAYERS AND THE LAW 

   We are a cross sample of humanity and not above the law. I 
find the following examples concerning my own ancestors. 
   “COMPROMISE IS REACHED IN MORRIS CRUELTY 
ACTION 
The case of the People against Jay Thayer, U.S. Mail carrier of 
Morris, who was arrested on a charge of cruelty to animals, 
was compromised before Justice of the Peace J. Frank 
Hay, at Morris on Wednesday of this week. Thayer was 
arrested on a charge of shooting a dog owned by Mrs. May 
Curry of New York City, and leaving the animal after 
wounding but not killing it. The owner filed a statement 
with the court that she had received civil satisfaction for the 
injury suffered by the killing of her dog, and upon Justice 
Hay's order Thayer was discharged after the compromise 
was entered into. S.P.C.A. Agent Cassort, was in charge of the 
matter representing the S.P.C.A. Society, and the Society 
was represented by Attorney Joseph P. Leary of Cooperstown, 
while the Hon. Chester T. Backus of Morris appeared for the 
defendant.” The Otsego Farmer April 25, 1930 
   This is Jay Wesley Thayer (1872-1934), my great 
grandfather  (see photo page 2). This is so stereotypical; a 
postman vs. a dog. We see in the accompanying photo that Jay 
Thayer is wearing a Salvation Army hat. I have also found 
reference to Jay and his wife hosting a Sunday school class in 
their home. I guess even religious folks have trouble with the 
law. 
 
   I also found the following on my father’s uncle Earl Dewey 
Thayer (see phot page 2). 
“Earl D. Thayer, indicted with William McKinney, for 
burglary in third degree, and grand larceny, second degree. 
Thayer was a member of the gang of auto thieves which 
operated in Oneonta and vicinity, which was broken up and 
several members arrested through activities of the Oneonta 
police early in September. Thayer, who is twenty years of age, 
pleaded guilty and was committed by Justice Tuthill to the 
Elmira reformatory, his term to be determined by the rules of 

that institution. McKinney, who was indicted jointly with him, 
was held on a previous charge by the authorities of Clinton 
County, and on Friday last, broke jail at Plattsburg just after he 
had been indicted by the Clinton County grand jury. Thayer 
was also jointly indicted on similar charges in connection with 
Edward Porter, who is held for the theft of an auto by the 
authorities of Herkimer County. There was no arraignment 
of either defendant on these indictments. 
The Otsego Farmer October 29, 1920 
   This was Earl Dewey Thayer (1899-1966). I met Uncle Earl 
once at his home in New Jersey. Earl was blind late in life, I 
suspect from diabetes. He must have turned his life around. 
Every Christmas he sent me and my siblings a silver dollar. I 
believe I received 13, and I still have and cherish them. 
 
   I also knew my father’s uncle John Graham Thayer (see 
photo page  2). Uncle John was a kind old man with a distinct 
twinkle in his eyes. My father lived with uncle John when his 
parents moved to a farm in West Laurens. In fact, he is listed 
twice in the 1940 census, both with his parents and with his 
uncle John. Uncle John played Santa at the Brezee department 
store in Oneonta. I knew him, even in costume, by his kind 
eyes. 
 
   Sadly, I never knew a biological grandfather. My 
grandfather Marvin Bulkley Thayer (see photo page 3) was a 
teamster and broke his back moving a coal stove up a flight of 
stairs. This injury caused a curvature of his spine which slowly 
crushed his other organs. My father, Allen Earl Thayer (see 
phot page 4) had to support his parents for many years. 
 
I find a record of unfortunate Frank Thayer who died after 
about six weeks of marriage. The only clues we have are from 
two newspaper articles below.  
 

“Frank Thayer and Miss Maggie Snyder committed matrimony, 
Oct. 16, 1890.” 
Richfield Springs Mercury  

 
 
“Springfield 
From our Regular Correspondent. 
Died at the residence of his brother-in-law, (Daniel 
VanHusen) Frank Thayer, aged 27 years. The deceased was a 
young man who was esteemed very highly by his friends and 
associates. He had been married about six weeks and his 
widowed bride has the sympathy of the entire community in 
her great bereavement. He also leaves two sisters who grieve 
deeply over the loss of one who was always a kind and loving 
brother. “ 
The Otsego Farmer December 12, 1890 
 
   I had consulted with Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer on this 
and he replied:  “This looks like Frank G.8 Thayer (Stephen 
V.7, John Green6, Nathan5, Nathaniel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) . Jerry and I have corresponded for several years 
over the Thayers of Otsego County and I thank him for his 
help. 
 

My Lineage, which includes those pictured: 
Richard Allen Thayer  (Allen Earl11, Marvin Bulkley10, Jay 
Wesley9, John R8, David7, Jonathan A6, Oliver5-4, William3, 
Shadrach2, Thomas1)   The End 
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How I Found My Cousin, Sanford Thayer, the Artist 
By Bob Thayer 

 
Part I:  The first in a series of articles relating to Sanford Thayer, 
renowned central New York artist. 
 
   It all started when TFA’s 2014 Braintree Reunion Chairperson 
Tammy Thayer asked, “What are we Thayers doing to preserve 
Thayer history?” 
 
   With that in the back of my mind, imagine my surprise when I 
found the name of a Sanford Thayer (Sr.), his wife Sally, and their 
seven children, listed in “The History of the Town of Spafford,” a 
book about a town that borders Skaneateles Lake in Onondaga 
County, New York.  Further reading led to the discovery that this 
Thayer family had lived on Cold Brook Road – the very road 
where my wife Marilyn grew up on a dairy farm, near where we 
now have our summer cottage.  Lo and behold, Sanford (Sr.) and 
Sally were buried in the Cold Brook Valley Cemetery, just kitty 
corner from Marilyn’s family’s farm house and less than two 
miles from the cottage! 
 
   And so the quest began. We located the gravesite and found the 
stone covered in mildew and dirt where it had broken and fallen to 
the ground. To repair it, I made a form, stood the stone upright 
and cemented it in a new base. Later I cleaned it with a mixture of 
water and bleach, softly scouring it until it was white again and 
the text legible.  
 
   The fact that one of Sanford (Sr.) and Sally’s children was a 
renowned central New York ARTIST put us in further awe. We 
wanted to know more! Exactly WHERE on Cold Brook had the 
family lived? After all, there are only four miles total of the road 
in Onondaga County. Could it possibly have been on the very 
land where our cottage now stands? 
  
   A search through the records at the County Clerk’s office in 
Syracuse resulted in absolutely nothing about the Thayers. No 
sales. No purchases. But wait…Sally Thayer’s brother (Peres 
Miner) DID buy land just off Cold Brook Road, which was, as it 
is again today, a growth of pine trees. This is the only place that 
our Thayers could have lived! 
 
   The real shocker was that, when we found the plot on the map, 
this very land was later part of the farm land owned by Marilyn’s 
parents (Elwyn and Barbara Withey)! The remains of the 
foundation beg further exploration, as does the life and work of 
Sanford Thayer (Jr.), the artist. 
 
   Though my wife of 46 years and I grew up nearly two hours 
apart, we’ve been physically connected all our lives through the 
Sanford Thayer family. One never knows where the exploration 
of our Thayer heritage may lead, but we Thayer genealogists can 
always find a connection with each other! 
 
    Ask yourself, “What am I doing to preserve Thayer history?” 
and then consider sharing it with us at the 2016 Thayer Families 
Reunion July 1-2-3 at West Point, NY! The call for presentations 
it out! What can YOU share with us? 
 
   Many readers will recognize the name Sandford Thayer (1820-
1880). The Summer 2005 issue of The Thayer Quarterly contained 
and article on Sanford by TFA Historian/Genealogist Patricia 
Thayer Muno.Sanford’s lineage is as follows: Sanford8, Sanford 
W. G.7, Jerijah6, Zephaniah5, William4-3, Shadrach2, Thomas1. 
Editor 
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Judge Webster Thayer 
 

By: Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
 
   Many times in life we are judged by the best thing we did, or the 
worst. Sometimes we are identified by where we were when 
something important happened. Rarely are we judged by the 
entirety of our life. Such is the case with “Old” Judge Thayer who 
presided over the murder trial of Nicola Sacco (April 22, 1891 – 
August 23, 1927) and Bartolomeo Vanzetti (June 11, 1888 – 
August 23, 1927). This “Sacco-Vanzetti” trial would come to 
overshadow all else that Webster Thayer accomplished in his life. 
Indeed, you cannot research Judge Thayer without finding a 
reference to the trial. Immortalized in written word and song by 
Woody Guthrie in Ballads of Sacco & Vanzetti, and Old Judge 
Thayer, this was the defining hour in Webster Thayer’s life. This 
topic was controversial when the trial occurred and remained so 
70 years later when a TFA member told me he would resign if I 
did an article on the “Hanging Judge.” Well folks, we Thayers are 
a cross-section of humanity and we can’t just print the “good 
stuff.” I don’t have room here to present all that is known about 
the Sacco-Vanzetti trial, only the highlights. There is plenty of 
information on the internet. Personally, I can’t read the available 
information without wondering if these men weren’t tried for their 
politics and immigrant status rather than their deeds. But did 
Judge Thayer mishandle the trial? I urge my gentle readers to 
research beyond this brief article before “judging” Judge Thayer 
too harshly. 
 
   Webster Thayer was born on 7 JUL 1857 in Blackstone, 
Worcester County, MA, to Samuel Thayer and Martha Amanda 
Taft. Webster Thayer’s lineage is; Samuel8-7, Ichabod6, Thomas5-4-

3, Ferdinando2
,  Thomas1 Thayer. On 26 MAR 1881 Webster 

Thayer married Anna E. Keyes, born about 1859. Anna’s fate is 
unknown. On 19 OCT 1899 Webster Thayer married Bertha J. 
Kidder Brewer, born 1879, died 1967. Webster and Bertha had 
two children; Barbara Thayer, born 15 SEP 1900, died 1960,  and 
Hamilton Webster Thayer, born 19 FEB 1902, died 3 DEC 1975. 
Judge Webster Thayer died 16 APR 1933 in Boston, Suffolk 
County, MA and is buried in Hope Cemetery in Worcester, MA. 
 
   The following material in brackets [ ] are excerpts from 
Wikipedia ®, the free on-line encyclopedia. Wikipedia gives free 
license to use their material under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-ShareAlike License. For more information see the 
following link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ 
 
[Webster Thayer (July 7, 1857 – April 18, 1933) was a judge of 
the Superior Court of Massachusetts, best known as the trial judge 
in the Sacco and Vanzetti case.] 
   [Thayer was born in Blackstone, Massachusetts on July 7, 1857. 
He attended Worcester Academy and graduated from Dartmouth 
College in 1880 where he captained the baseball and football 
teams. He learned law through an apprenticeship rather than by 
attending law school and was admitted to the bar in 1882. He 
enjoyed a modest career in local politics, first as a Democrat and 
later as a Republican. He was appointed a judge of the Superior 
Court of Massachusetts in Dedham 1917.] 
   [In 1920, Thayer gave a speech to new American citizens 
decrying Bolshevism and anarchism's threat to American 
institutions. He supported the suppression of radical speech and 
rebuked a jury that failed to return a conviction because they 
believed that an overt act was required rather than speech alone.]  
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[That same year, two Italian immigrants, Sacco and Vanzetti, 
were arrested and charged with robbery and murder for the 
killing of a factory paymaster and his guard in South 
Braintree, Massachusetts. Both Sacco and Vanzetti were 
Galleanists, adherents of Luigi Galleani and his particular 
brand of violent anarchism. A friend of Sacco and Vanzetti, 
Mario Buda, is believed responsible for the Wall Street 
Bombing of September 16, 1920, in which 38 people were 
killed in response to the indictment of the two men. Thayer 
presided at the jury trial for Sacco and Vanzetti, at the end of 
which both men were found guilty and sentenced to death. 
Thayer denied all post-trial motions for a new trial, an act for 
which he was condemned by various left-wing and civil 
liberties groups and prominent legal scholars, including Felix 
Frankfurter.] 

 

Judge Webster Thayer 1857-1933 

   [Thayer's behavior both on and off the bench during the trial 
drew criticism. A Boston Globe reporter, Frank Sibley, who 
had covered the trial, wrote a letter of protest to the 
Massachusetts attorney general condemning Thayer's bias. 
Others noted the frequency with which Thayer denied defense 
motions and the way he addressed defense attorney Fred H. 
Moore. Once Thayer defended his rulings to reporters saying: 
"No long-haired anarchist from California can run this court!" 
According to onlookers who later swore affidavits, in private 
discussion Thayer called Sacco and Vanzetti "Bolsheviki!" 
and said he would "get them good and proper." In 1924, 
referring to his denial of motions for a new trial, Thayer 
confronted a Massachusetts lawyer: "Did you see what I did 
with those anarchistic bastards the other day?" the judge said. 
"I guess that will hold them for a while! Let them go to the 
Supreme Court now and see what they can get out of them!" 
The outburst remained a secret until 1927 when its release 
fueled the arguments of Sacco and Vanzetti's defenders. The 
New York World attacked Thayer as "an agitated little man 
looking for publicity and utterly impervious to the ethical 
standards one has the right to expect of a man presiding in a 
capital case.”]   (continued) 
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   [In 1927, as the scheduled executions approached, 
Massachusetts governor Alvan T. Fuller appointed a three-man 
panel to advise him as he considered clemency. It comprised 
popular novelist and Probate Judge Robert Grant, Harvard 
University President Abbott Lowell, and MIT President Samuel 
Wesley Stratton. While they determined that the trial had been 
fair and a new trial was not warranted, they assessed the charges 
against Thayer as well. They found some of the charges about 
his statements unbelievable or exaggerated, and they determined 
that anything he might have said had no impact on the trial. The 
panel's reading of the trial transcript convinced them that Thayer 
"tried to be scrupulously fair."  Jurors in the Sacco-Vanzetti trial, 
the panel noted, were almost unanimous in praising Thayer for 
his conduct of the trial. Still the panel criticized him, using 
words provided by Judge Grant: "He ought not to have talked 
about the case off the bench, and doing so was a grave breach of 
judicial decorum."] 

   [Sacco and Vanzetti both denounced Thayer. Vanzetti wrote: 
"I will try to see Thayer death [sic] before his pronunciation of 
our sentence" and asked fellow anarchists for "revenge, revenge 
in our names and the names of our living and dead."] 

   [Fellow Galleanists retaliated violently over the next several 
years in revenge, placing bombs at the residences of trial 
participants including a juror who had served in the Dedham 
trial, a prosecution witness, the official executioner, Robert G. 
Elliott, and Judge Thayer himself. On September 27, 1932, a 
dynamite-filled package bomb destroyed Thayer's home in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. Thayer was unhurt, but his wife and a 
housekeeper were both injured.  Thayer lived for the remainder 
of his life at his club in Boston, guarded around the clock by his 
personal bodyguard and police sentries.] 

   [Thayer died of a cerebral embolism at the University Club in 
Boston on April 18, 1933 at the age of 75.  Italian anarchist 
Valerio Isca commented that Sacco and Vanzetti had received 
some measure of revenge, for Thayer had died while sitting on the 
toilet seat, "and his soul went down the drain."]  The End 
 

Get a Head Start 2016 
West Point Beckons Thayer Families to Reunion 

Call for Presentations and Workshops 
   The Thayer Families Association Reunion 2016 will be held 
July 1-4 at the Thayer Hotel at West Point. Check in will be 
Friday, check out on Monday, with an optional bus trip planned to 
NYC for the 4th of July. Call in to make your reservations at the 
Thayer Hotel at 845.446.4731. There will be 25 rooms available 
at the very special rate of $106 plus $11.95 facility fee plus tax 
until May 15, 2016, or until the room block has been filled. A 
military rate may be available (currently $106), so if you have a 
military I.D., be sure to inquire if you qualify.  
   In addition to a comprehensive tour of the West Point grounds 
and surrounding historical venues, we hope many of you will 
make, or suggest others to make short presentations based on last 
year’s inspirational question: “What Are YOU Doing To Preserve 
Thayer History?” Perhaps you would like to share family 
research, notebooks or scrapbooks, or present what you have 
learned about a particular relative. Perhaps you know of someone 
else of Thayer heritage who could enlighten us! As amateur 
genealogists, we all take inspiration from the rest of our cousins! 
PLEASE: sign up and sign on!  Call to make your reservation and 
send your idea(s) for a presentation or workshop to chairpersons 
Bob and Marilyn Thayer at marilynthayer@verizon.net. We look 
forward to seeing you all there and learning from each other! 

 
Reverend John Garland Thayer 

 
  “ John Garland Thayer, age 85, died Monday, March 30, 2015, 
at the Johnson City Medical Center. A resident of Gray, Tennes-
see, since 2012, he was a well-known educator, and United Meth-
odist Pastor. He served Washington College Academy as Dean 
from 1968-1982, and thereafter worked as administrator or 
teacher in the public schools of Washington County, Tennessee: 
Fall Branch, 1982-83; Jonesborough Middle School, 1983-85; 
Gray Elementary, 1985-91; and West View, 1991-94. Mr. Thayer 
retired from teaching in 1994. 
   From 1987 until 1997, he served the United Methodist Church 
as Pastor at Liberty Hill and Milburnton in Greene County (7 
years) and Vincent United Methodist Church in Washington 
County (3 years). In In 1998, he became Visitation Minister at 
First United Methodist Church in Johnson City, a position he held 
until his death. 
   Prior to moving to Tennessee in 1968, Mr. Thayer was principal 
of Hayter’s Gap School near Saltville, Virginia, and from 1956-
59, was pastor of the Rich Valley United Methodist Church that 
resulted, under his leadership, from the merger of Bethany, Glen-
ford, Lowland and Wesley Chapel Methodist Churches north of 
Abingdon. 
   Mr. Thayer was also the co-founder and the executive director 
of the Progressive Community Club (now People Inc.), the first 
rural community action agency east of the Mississippi authorized 
to expend Federal Funds under the provisions of the Economic 
Opportunity Act of 1964. For this work he was nominated for the 
Lane Bryant Community Service Award in 1967. 
   Mr. Thayer was a graduate of Berea College, East Tennessee 
State University Graduate School of Education and Boston 
University School of Theology. He also did studies in Community 
Development at Temple University, and held a Doctor of Divinity 
Degree from American Holistic Institute. 
   He is the author of a Thayer Family History, a pamphlet “101 
Questions and Answers about the Constitution” published as a Bi-
centennial project in 1976, and a book of inspirational poems and 
stories, “Moments of Mystery and Wonder,” published in 2010 by 
Vantage Press, NY. 
   A member of Tau Kappa Alpha Honor Society, a long-time Ru-
ritan member, and a former Kiwanian, he held many positions and 
achieved various honors. He was active in community develop-
ment and in work with youth at Mowglis Summer Camp for boys 
in New Hampshire (1952-1955 and 1960-1962), in 4-H Club, soil 
conservation and Boy Scouts. He was listed in Virginia Lives 
(1964); Community Leaders of America (1968); the 1776-1976  
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Bicentennial History of Washington County Virginia (1977), 
Families of Washington County and Bristol, Virginia, 1776-1976 
(1996), and in the Holston United Methodist Conference Journal 
(1956-1959) and (1987 to the present). 
   Mr. Thayer lived with his wife, Jean Curtis Thayer, in the West 
View Community of Washington County from 1968 until moving 
to the Gray Community in 2012. 
   He was a son of the late Thomas Clifton Thayer and Lola 
Broyles Thayer, of Abingdon, Virginia. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, and four siblings, Hazel, Edward, James, and Wil-
liam. 
   Survivors include his wife, Jean; twin sons Travis and Trygve 
Thayer and their wives respectively, Penny Ritter Thayer, of 
Johnson City, and Tracy Reynolds Thayer, of Lexington, South 
Carolina; a daughter Laura Thayer Evans and her husband, Mike 
Evans, of Johnson City, Tennessee; and son, David Garland 
Thayer and his wife, Valerie Going Thayer, of Knoxville, Tennes-
see. He is also survived by seven grandchildren: Austin and Lind-
say Thayer, Jennifer and Michael Thayer, David Evans and 
Braden and Brooke Thayer. Other family survivors include a sis-
ter, Ellaree, of Abingdon, Virginia; a brother, Donald and his 
wife, Eleanor, of Abingdon; a brother, David Kyle, of Hopewell, 
Virginia; and numerous nieces and nephews. 
Funeral services will be conducted at 7:00 p.m. Friday, April 3, 
2015, at the First United Methodist Church of Johnson City with 
Rev. Jane Taylor, Dr. Angus Shaw and Bishop Richard Looney 
officiating. 
   The family will receive friends from 4:00-7:00 p.m. Friday prior 
to the service. 
   Interment services will be conducted at 11:00 am Saturday, 
April 4, 2015, at Knollkreg Memorial Park in Abingdon, Virginia. 
Pallbearers will be Jimmy Thayer, Jamerson Thayer, Mark Or-
field, Dwane Orfield, Robert Purvis, Calvin Purvis, and Donne 
Faulkner. 
   Condolences may be sent to the Thayer family online at 
www.dillow-taylor.com.” 
Johnson City Press 

   I had the pleasure of meeting Garland at the 1998 TFA reunion. 
Garland was very active in TFA and wrote stories for this 
newsletter. See the Summer 1998 issue of this newsletter for a 
great story by Garland and the gathering of 124 descendants in 
Abington, VA.  Garland’s lineage is: John Garland11, Thomas 
Clifton Parks10, Thomas Jamerson9, James8, Thompson7, Baruch6, 
Ebenezer5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1 Thayer. 
Editor 

IN MEMORIUM 
 

   A descendant of Thomas Thayer, David L. Thayer of Elysian, 
MN passed away on Feb. 10, 2014.  He was born in September of 
1931 to Dr. Ellsworth and Helen Thayer in Minneapolis, MN.  
Graduating from the University of North Dakota and earning a 
MS in Physical Education from Mankato State University, he was 
to become an employee of the Faribault School District from 1966 
– 1993.  After graduation from college he served for 4 years in the 
Air Force on active duty and 27 years in the Air Force Reserves, 
retiring as a Lt. Colonel.  David is survived by his wife Edna and 
children, one of whom, Tamara, is a member of our Board of 
Directors. 
 
   David’s lineage is: David Leroy12, Ellsworth Adelbert11, Leroy 
David10, Albert Augustus9, David Burges8, Sanford7, Baruch6, 
Ebenezer5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1 Thayer. 
Editor 

 
Bessie May Green 

Sept. 27, 1923 - Feb. 27, 2015 
 

Bessie May Green died 27 Feb 2015 in Conneaut, Ashtabula, 
OH. Her Obituary is: 
   “Bessie May Green, age 91 passed away Friday Afternoon, 
Feb. 27, 2015, at Lake Pointe Rehabilitation Center, Conneaut, 
Ohio on the day she and her husband, JAmes Green, 
celebrated their 74th wedding anniversary. 
   Born Sept. 27, 1923 in Conneaut, Ohio, she was the 
daughter of Clifford and Ruth (Thayer) Pier. Mrs. Green was a 
member of the First BAptist Church in Conneaut, the Eastern 
Star Orion Chapter #22, the American Legion Auxiliary Post 
#151, and The Ashtabula County Historical Society. She was 
an active genealogist and enjoyed helping many people in 
their research for their families, including researching her 
ancestors on the Thayer side.  Mrs. Green was also a member 
of the Ashtabula Genealogical Society and Erie Society for 
Genealogical Research. She was a past leader for Cub Scouts 
and Girl Scouts when her children were active in their younger 
years. She enjoyed golfing, bowling, knitting, sewing and 
crocheting.   
   Survivors include her husband, James Green; her daughter 
Linda Ann Black of Gallatin, Tenn.; her son Larry Earl 
(Pauline) Green of Plymouth, Mich.; two grandchildren, 
Shannon (Ryan) Beehler and Sean (Martha) Green; and two 
great grandchildren, Maxwell James and Elliot Quincey. Mrs. 
Green was the eldest of 10 brothers and sisters. She was 
preceded in death by her parents.  
   Funeral Service will be 11 a. m. Wednesday, March 4th, at 
the Marcy Funeral Home and Cremation Center, 208 Liberty 
St., Conneaut, with Pastor Robert Guldenschuh Jr., of First 
Baptist Church, officiating. Burial will follow in Glenwood 
Cemetery. Friends may call from 5 until 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
March 3rd at the Funeral Home. Memorial Contributions may 
be made to First Baptist Church. Envelopes will be available 
at the funeral home.” 
Gazette News OnLine    
 
Submitted by Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer. Jerry notes: 
Rick, she was a long time contributor to our Thayer research, 
her line is; 
Bessie May Green (1923-2015) Daughter of Clifford Clair 
Pier & Ruth10 Thayer (1904-1986) [John Melzer9, Albert8, 
Luke7, Luke6, Jacob5, Daniel4, Nathaniel3, Richard2, Richard1] 
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The Value of Pension Records 
By Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 

 
   Military pension records are a very valuable tool for family 
history buffs.  I would like to take one to prove the point.  Zebah6 
THAYER (1764-1839) son of Zachariah5 (Zachariah4, 
Nathaniel3, Richard2, Richard1) and Lydia PRAY was a 
Revolutionary soldier. He served 1780-1883 and applied for a 
pension and a certificate was approved but he died before the 
benefits could be issued.  His then wife Sarah apparently applied 
for and was granted a pension but I have not found her file. What 
I did find was a rejected pension file from one of his children 
filled with family information.  Zebah's wife Sarah had died on 24 
Dec 1857 in Chelsea, MA [Massachusetts Vital Records Vol.  
113, p. 94, Widow of Zibah, at 83, born Boston]. On 21 Feb 1860, 
Zebah's daughter Nancy Ann (Thayer) WELLS made a deposition 
before Justice of the Peace Eliphalet Pearson to apply for a 
children's pension. That deposition is as follows, punctuation 
added, family names capitalized: 
 
"Commonwealth of Massachusetts, County of Suffolk: On the 
twenty first day of February 1860 personally appeared before me, 
Eliphalet PEARSON a justice of the Peace, authorized to 
administer oaths with and for the Commonwealth aforesaid, 
Nancy WELLS, aged sixty years, a resident of Charlestown, 
County of Middlesex Commonwealth aforesaid, who being duly 
sworn, according to her declares that from information derived 
from Zebah THAYER, her father and other sources, she verily 
believes that the Zebah THAYER named in the Certificate of 
Secretary Warner, hereto annexed & her father Zebah THAYER 
were the same identified person & the one who performed the 
service mentioned &referred to in the Certificate & further this 
this declarant, from said information verily believes that her said 
father did performs services & that he continued in the 
Revolutionary service till the close of the Revolutionary War & 
that on leaving the service in said war he was honorably 
discharged & that any written discharge he may have had cannot 
be found, and this declarant further tells that the said Zebah 
THAYER was born in Braintree in said Commonwealth April 8th 
1764, that he died July 19, 1830, that he was married to Elizabeth 
FREEMAN December 13th 1788, that his said wife died 
December 10th 1820, that he married again to Mrs. Sarah 
GOULD who also died about two years since, that he had no 
children by his second wife, that his children by his first wife 
were Hannah THAYER, now widow of Thomas M. Paine, this 
declarant Nancy Thayer now Nancy WELLS, wife of Thomas W. 
WELLS, Joseph THAYER of said Charlestown, Isaac F. 
THAYER of Concord Commonwealth aforesaid, Lydia THAYER 
now the wife of Samuel VILA of Boston Commonwealth 
aforesaid & Zebah THAYER Jr., that all said children are now 
having, except said Zebah Jr., & are all agree that the said Zebah 
THAYER the elder never received a pension & that this 
declaration is made under the acts of Congress granting  pensions 
for the purpose of obtaining what may be due the said children of 
said Zebah THAYER the elder under by virtue of said acts for his 
services in the Revolutionary War of the United States of 
America. 
 
   As you can see there is a wealth of family information in the 
deposition.  What it does not do is to identify the children who are 
deceased by 1860. They were: Mary (1790-1796); Nancy (1798-
1798); Benjamin (1799-1841); Eliza (1804-1817); Mary (1808-
1808) & Thomas (1809-1809). 
 
The request for a children's pension was rejected.  Nancy Ann 
THAYER was born 17 Jul 1800 in Boston, MA; she married 12 

Sep 1821 in Boston to Thomas W. WELLS born 26 Aug 1797 
Boston.  Thomas died 4 Jul 1867 in Charlestown, MA and Nancy 
followed on 13 Jan 1880 in Boston, MA.   The End 
 

Meeting My Ancestors 
By Sherry (Thayer) Widman 

 

 
 
   My journey started with a request from my son, Kesler.  My 
mothers’ maiden name is Bell, and growing up she was told she 
was related to Alexander Graham Bell; my son wanted to prove it.  
The problem was that my mother was an only child to her mother 
and father (both had children from previous marriages).   At the 
time she was born, her father, Mr. Charles Bell, was 60 years old.  
Her mother, Pearl (White) was 49 years old.  Mr. Bell died at age 
63, when my mother was only 3 years old.  She knew no one on 
her fathers’ side of the family, only stories, including their 
disapproval at her parent’s marriage and her birth.  
   I created an account on Ancestry.com and began typing in the 
information.  I found a lot of Bell’s, including Alexander Graham 
Bell, but no definitive proof that we were related.  After months 
of looking I gave up.  Not wanting the money for the account to 
be wasted, I decided to research my maiden name, Thayer.  
Knowing a little bit more about his family, my father Gale H. 
Thayer, had done some of his own research in years prior.  He 
gave me the following: 
   Gale H. Thayer > born to:  Clyde E. (& Grace L. Patterson) 
Thayer > born to: Charles B. (& Emma Maude Cody) Thayer > 
born to: Daniel W. Thayer.  
   He also found various names leading back to Thomas Thayer, 
but I started with what we knew as fact. 
   I figured having the Thayer information would make the 
journey mundane, just clicking and finding people that would 
connect to the names I had.  Instead I found lost details, things my 
father didn’t know, things no one left knew.  I found family 
secrets, whether intentional or forgotten details, they were little 
mysteries that formed our family. 
   I spent hours meeting my ancestors and uncovering their lives; I 
learned, I smiled….and I cried.  I cried a lot!  I grieved losses of 
those I never met, but somehow felt a strong connection too.  
With every new thing I learned, I was compelled to keep 
searching. 
First, I learned how my grandparents met.  I knew Grandpa Clyde 
was 17 years older than grandma Grace, but had no idea what they 
would have had in common.  In reading census reports, I found 
that at age 17, my grandmother was working as live in care for my 
(continued) 
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Charles & Emma Thayer  

 
 
great grandmother, Emma Thayer (Clyde’s mother).  They were 
married 7 years later. 
   Next was a mystery I recalled from age six.  In 1980 my 
Grandpa Clyde passed away and was to be buried in the Thayer 
Plot where his father Charles had been buried.   Very little was 
known about the lots; my great grandfather has a headstone, but 
there isn’t one for his wife Emma, or two of their children, Eva B. 
Thayer and George M. Thayer, that passed away before Emma.  
They could be in unmarked graves, but no one was certain.  What 
was thought to be certain was that there were 6 remaining lots: 
two spaces for their son Clyde and his wife Grace, and two spaces 
each for of their sons, Irvin L. Thayer  and Gale H. Thayer, and 
their wives. 
   Going over the details with the caretaker they learned that there 
were only 5 lots left.  An unknown baby had been buried, years 
prior, with no headstone.  The caretaker would only reveal the 
child was a Thayer and belonged in the plot.  Over thirty years 
later, it was still a mystery. 
 

 
Uncle George M. Thayer 

 
   One day in searching for a date of death for dad’s Uncle 
George, I found he had been married twice.  He and his first wife 
had a baby boy, Irvin Thayer, named after her father.  Searching 
for Irvin’s birth certificate, I also found his death certificate; he 
had died at 5 months old.  I believe this is the mystery baby buried 
in the family plot, and I realized my grandfather named his first 
born son after his brother’s son.  

   Someday I hope to get verification from the caretaker and place 
a headstone on his grave, so that he is never forgotten again. 
Sadly, he wasn’t the only baby lost in our family.  Tragedies came 
on all sides, but it felt good to know and I took as many notes as I 
could.  Their lives, and without a doubt their deaths, impacted our 
family history.  
   When I finished, I contacted Patricia (Thayer) Muno to review 
and verify the branches of my Thayer tree.  I mentioned my 
mother’s family, looking for suggestions; she asked for my 
mother and her parent’s information and said she would take a 
look.  I hoped she might find a few generations or pinpoint our 
relation to Alexander Graham Bell for my son.  
   Soon after, she forwarded my “pedigree” to me, verifying the 
Thayer’s, AND tracked my mothers’ family back to the 
Mayflower!  (Side note: we are not related to Alexander Graham 
Bell.)  
   I created a book for my mother about the Bell family.  For my 
father, I put together a poster size tree and framed it. I included a 
note that read, “May you always know who you are and where 
you came from.”  I placed the pages in a three ring binder leaving 
room for new entries, because there is still much to learn.     
 

 
Kesler Widman 

 
   My son was sad to learn he was not related to Alexander 
Graham Bell, but he was excited for the end result; it isn’t the 
historical knowledge we gained……It is that somehow, in a long 
list of cousins, he is in some way related to Tommy Thayer, Lead 
Guitarist for KISS! 
 
Sherry’s lineage is as follows: Gale H.11, Clyde E.10, Charles B.9, 
Daniel W.8, Daniel R.7, Gideon5, Thomas5,4,3, Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1 Thayer.  
 

COMPLETE NAME INDEX TO THE THAYER 
QUARTERLY 

 
   Has someone already published something about your ancestor 
or relative? Check out the Complete Name Index to this 
newsletter. Found on-line at the below address, this index has 
every occurrence of every name appearing in this newsletter. 
Before this issue, the index contained 22,514 entries. Be sure to 
read the introduction to understand the index. Perhaps you could 
help fill in a date? 
http://thayerfamilies.com/phocadownload/TTQ%20INDEX.pdf 
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Patricia Thayer Muno’s Historian’s Report (April 2015) 
 
   Volume VI: A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family 
of America - Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to 
America 1637, Through his son Ferdinando and His Grandsons, 
Samuel and Josiah  is going to press this year – 2015. 
   Volume VI is coming along nicely and will be available within 
the next few months - once orders and presales are received by 
author.  Think “Christmas gifting” now.  It contains the 
genealogical information of:  2064 THAYERS in over 570 
THAYER families, with over 1088 different surnames in 14 
generations.  It consists of 400 pages BEFORE the numerous 
photos will have been inserted, and BEFORE the index (over 50 
pages long!) has been generated. 
 

Who’s Who in Volume VI? 
 
   Who was warned out of town in the 1700’s?  Who shot and 
killed his wife and then turned the gun on himself? Who was a 
friend of the Mexican revolutionary Poncho Villa?  What relative 
received a Nobel Prize for research in medicine?  Who was the 
early Thayer man who hung himself.  Who committed suicide by 
train when confronted with incurable TB?  Whose Civil War baby 
dress is kept as a family memento?  Which Thayer had a chance 
meeting with the outlaw Jesse James?  Which Thayer “never 
washed his face or combed his hair”?  Which Thayers descend 
from the man who purchased the Island of Nantucket in 1635?  
Who was killed by a drunken driver while waiting for a bus?  
What Thayer was buddies with the first US Astronauts?  Who 
fought in the Black Hawk Indian War?  Which Thayers are direct 
descendants of the Pilgrim Roger Williams who in 1636 founded 
Providence Plantation in Rhode Island?  What child died in her 
mother’s arms of Pneumonia?  What Thayer was a cook on a 
chuck wagon?  Who died of injuries while trying to ride an 
unbroken pony? Which Thayers got married on a train?  Who was 
a close relative of Napoleon Bonaparte? Who was the inventor of 
Thayer’s Liver Pills?  Which Thayers were married in the Little 
Brown Church In The Vale?  Which Thayers were fifers during 
the Civil War?  Which Thayer would read Shakespeare during the 
long winter nights on his farm?  
 
Check the Thayer Families Association web site at 
http://ThayerFamilies.com for a list of the 1088 surnames in 
Volume VI.  Also at this site is a listing of the heads of families 
for the first  FIVE generations of descendants of Samuel3 and 
Josiah3 (Ferdinando2 Thomas1) THAYER.  Book ordering 
information will be posted there and in a following “TQ” shortly. 
 
Please send questions directly to the Author: Patricia Thayer 
Muno: TriciaMuno@aol.com.  Please put “THAYER” in the 
subject heading. 
 
   It is with much sadness that I report dear Patricia Cunningham 
Thayer, wife of TFA founder, James Burdett Thayer has passed 
away. 
   Patricia Ann Cunningham Thayer passed away peacefully 
September 23, 2014 at Meridian Park Hospital in Tualatin, 
Oregon. 
   Pat lived a life filled with a passion for art, painting and music. 
She loved her family, raising five children, Jim Jr, Anne, John, 
Tommy and Mike on a five-acre farm in Beaverton, Oregon, 
along with her husband of 60 years, businessman and retired BG 
General James B. Thayer. 
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Patricia Ann Cunningham Thayer 
 
   Pat was born on June 22, 1924 in Spokane, Washington to 
Glenn and Edith Cunningham (née Shugart). Growing up she 
spent summers as a counselor at Camp Sweyolakan on Lake 
Coeur d' Alene in Idaho. She and her five closest friends known 
as "The Six" loved horseback riding, playing golf at Hayden Lake 
(Idaho) Country Club and winters ice skating at Spokane's Manito 
Park. Pat developed a beautiful singing voice and became a 
skilled violinist. 
   After graduating from Lewis and Clark High School in Spokane 
in 1942, Pat attended Washington State University and joined the 
Pi Beta Phi sorority. The following year she moved to Boston, 
Massachusetts studying drawing and design for three years at the 
renowned Von Lotta School of Art. Returning to Spokane in 1947 
she was hired as a fashion illustrator at the Crescent department 
store. In 1948 she enrolled at Seattle University and graduated 
with a Bachelor of Education degree. After college she continued 
work as a fashion illustrator at The Bon Marché in Seattle. 
   In 1952 she met her future husband James B. Thayer in The 
Dalles, Oregon. They were married on April 19, 1954 and settled 
in Beaverton to start a family together. Pat and Jim were founding 
members of St. Bartholomew's Episcopal Church in 1954. 
Together they co-founded the J. Thayer Company in 1955, selling 
office products, furniture, stationary and fine gifts. That same year 
Pat taught art classes at the Tucker-Maxon Oral School in 
Portland to hearing-impaired children. 
   Along with raising five children through the 1950s, 60s and 70s, 
Pat continued to hone her art skills through the 1980s studying at 
the Oregon School of Arts and Crafts and later at Marylhurst 
College in Portland. She sang in the St. Bartholomew's church 
choir for many years and helped establish The Resale Shop in 
Beaverton raising money for the church. 
   Pat had innate talent and ability as a mother, teacher, musician 
and artist. She had a profound influence on her family, friends and 
all who had the good fortune of knowing her and experiencing her 
love and devotion. After 50 years in Beaverton, Pat and Jim sold 
their home in 2008 and moved to The Stafford Retirement 
Community in Lake Oswego meeting new friends and enjoying a 
simpler lifestyle together. 
  She is survived by her husband, Jim; sons, Jim, John, Tommy 
and Mike (Kristy) Thayer; brother, Bill (Lorna) Cunningham; 
grandchildren, Matthew and Patrick Thayer, Haley, Eli, Tristan 

mailto:TriciaMuno@aol.com


and Carson Thayer…Patricia was preceded in death by her 
daughter Anne Thayer… (Source:  Pegg, Paxson & Springer 
Funeral Chapel.) 
 

From Patricia’s MAILBOX: 
 
Thayers Write to Historian Patricia and Husband Don, Past Editor 
of the Thayer Quarterly Newsletter/Magazine: 
 
Facebook message from TFA member Taffy Rath 5 Feb 2015:  
Just read the latest Newsletter.  One of the best yet.  Keep up the 
good work. 
 
From “E-Card” of 4 Feb 2015 by TFA Members Charles Kingsley 
and Liz Thayer:  Congratulations Tricia!  We just read our 
Thayer Quarterly … What a monumental effort you have made all 
these years and how we (probably in the thousands) have 
benefited from all your efforts… Many, many thanks and heaps of 
love, Chuck and Liz Thayer in Fair Oaks, CA. 
 
From Kenneth Ross Thayer of San Jose, CA:  Thank you for 
doing all this research. The website is great to look through. 
 
From E-mail message of 6 Feb 2015 from TFA Director and 
Webmaster, James Loren Thayer:  Dear Cousin Patricia, I am SO 
thankful for these photos that you have scanned and shared... I am 
overwhelmed. The articles in the TQ are all wonderful also and 
this last issue is my favorite of all time! It actually brought tears 
to my eyes when I read it. Please tell your husband I really 
appreciate all of his hard work on the TQ.  Kindest regards, Jim 
 
Recognizing new Family Representative:   
 
Glenda Robbins Thayer, for the descendants of James Percival 
THAYER and Mary STEWART.  Although Glenda’s 
contributions to my Thayer Publishing Project are not new, my 
request, and her acceptance to serve as my Family Representative 
is recent.  Glenda is a thorough researcher and has been a big help 
to me with the genealogical information and submitted photos in 
the line of her husband’s ancestors.  The photo below shows 
Glenda with her late husband, Arthur Allen Thayer (1930-2006).  
Lineage:  Arthur Allen (Ira Benjamin10, James Hugh9, James 
Percival8, Royal Olmstead7, jedediah6, Micah5, Jonathan4, Josiah3, 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER.  Thank you Glenda for all you 
have done! 
 

 
Glenda Robbins Thayer and Arthur Allen Thayer 

 
Dorothy Thayer Sharon 

 
    I am also sad to report that my Thayer Family Representative, 
Dorothy Thayer Sharon of Skaneattles, NY has passed away.  She 
was my long time correspondent, mentor Reprresentative for the 
descendants of George THAYER (1822-1907) and Jane 
STRICKLAND (1836-1884).  Dorothy was born 22 Feb 1925 in 
Cortland, Tompkins, NY and died 25 Nov 2013; she was 88 years 
old.  From her obituary:  She owned and operated Sharon's 
Hilltop Restaurant on Onondaga Hill where her menu items were 
prized by folks from all walks of life. The last chapter of Dorothy's 
working life was as a proud member of the Onondaga County 
Sheriff's Dept. in the Custody Division. Dorothy lived a complete 
life and thoroughly enjoyed family, gardening, food, animals, 
dolls and people in general. She was among the kindest and most 
caring people to walk this earth.  (Thanks to Marcus Carl Thayer 
for creating a memorial for Dorothy on Find A Grave.)  
 
The following corrections should be noted in A Comprehensive 
Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America series: 
 
CORRECTION to Vol. IV:   
 
Page 444 ,  #6607:  Rufus THAYER, son of Ephriam THAYER 
and Hannah TAFT.  This Rufus did NOT marry Adeline Y. 
RHODES as he likely died young.  The Rufus  THAYER who 
DID marry Adeline Y. RHODES on 7 August 1848 in Killingly, 
Windham, CT was the son of Baruch (Ebenezer5, Uriah4, 
Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1)THAYER and Mary 
BINGHAM.  This family will be published in Vol VIII of A 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America. 
 
CORRECTIONS to Volume V:  
 
Page 132, #1277 and #1279:  Charles L. Thayer (#1277) is shown 
as a son of Franklin Pierce Thayer (Family # 1277).  Correction:  
Charles Lester THAYER (19 Jul 1874 -16 Jun 1952) is, in fact, a 
son of Austin Palmer THAYER and Catherine Julia GUIDER (1 
Jan 1848-26 Dec 1917).  This family will appear in Volume VII 
of the “Comprehensive” series.  (Thanks to Henry Jerome Thayer 
for finding this error.) 
 
Page 176, #1729, Frank E. Thayer.  Correction:  Frank Edward 
THAYER was born on 10 Feb 1854 in Keesville, Essex, NY. He 
died on 4 Feb 1921 in Whittier, Los Angeles, CA. He was buried 
in Rose Hills Memorial Cemetery, Whittier, Los Angeles, CA.  
He married (1) Mildred BRITTON on 14 Oct 1880 in 
Deadwood, Lawrence, SD. Mildred was born on 1 Mar 1861 (of)  
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Van Buren, Crawford, AR, the daughter of William A. BRITTON 
(1833-1882) and Mildred TENNYSON (1835-1973) of Van 
Buren, Crawford, Arkansas.  Mildred died on 11 Oct 1896 in 
Portland, Multnomah, OR.  They were the parents of:  i.  Helen 
Thayer who was born 14 Dec 1891 in Portland, Multnomah, OR 
and died 22 Jan 1948 in Whittier, Los Angeles, CA.  Helen 
married Robin Bryans DAUGHTRY  on 5 Jun 1917 in Whittier, 
Los Angeles, CA. Robin was born on 20 Apr 1890 in Indian 
Springs, Butts, GA. He died on 1 Nov 1960 in Wellborn, 
Suwannee, FL.  

 
Frank married (2) Mary DURHAM  daughter of George 
Hannibal DURHAM and Satera Emeline CLARK about 1900. 
Mary was born on 20 May 1870 in Oregon. She died on 19 Jan 
1963 in Los Angeles County, CA and was buried in Rose Hills 
Memorial Cemetery,Whittier, Los Angeles, CA.  

 
Frank and Mary had the following children:  ii. Marion 
THAYER, born in 1901 in Mexico.  Marion married Leo Nelson 
MORRIS . Leo was born on 4 Apr 1899 in CA. He died on 26 
Apr 1978 in Los Angeles County,CA. He was the son of John L. 
MORRIS (1872-) and Irene Jane COOK (1876-1959).   iii. 
Frances THAYER  was born about 1904 in Mexico. And iii. 
Marjorie THAYER was born about 1909Los Angeles 
County,CA.  She probably never married and was an advertising 
writer.  (My thanks to Donna Waters-Thayer for pointing out this 
error.) 
 
Page 270, for #2580 : Alonzo Peter THAYER.  This should read 
instead: Lorenzo Peter THAYER.  He was a Methodist minister 
and moved around quite a bit.  Both Lorenzo and wife,  Laura 
Alvina THAYER likely died in Johnson County, TX, though I 
have not found a death or burial record for either. 
 
It was his son, Franklin Thayer (# 2585) was born 6 March 1852 
(probably in Quincy, Adams, IL) and died 20 Oct 1927 in 
Jacksonville, Morgan, who is buried in the Diamond Grove 
Cemetery, Jacksonville, Morgan, IL.  The date of birth given for 
Franklin Thayer in the Illinois death Index is incorrect, as proven 
by his age in the 1856 Gilmer, Adams, IL census; the 1860 
Grandview, Johnson, TX census; and the known information on 
the births of his siblings. 
 

 
FINDING THAYER ROOTS 

By Bart O’Toole 
 
   I am a 63 year old adoptee from Illinois, which until a couple 
years ago was a closed adoption state, so I figured that I would 
never know anything about my birth family.   My adoption was 
through Catholic Charities in Chicago and I was adopted by a 
great Irish American couple, Kevin and Rose Mary O’Toole. 
Physically, I looked close enough to my adoptive parents and I 
knew from childhood I was adopted, so that was never an issue.   
   In 2007 I took the National Geographic DNA test because I was 
curious if I was actually Irish. That got me hooked on testing and 
over the years have taken all the commercially available tests:  
yDNA, mtDNA and autosomal tests on 23andME, FTDNA, 
Ancestry.com.  
   One of my early discoveries was that my yDNA has a unique 
signature that an FTDNA project postulated goes back to northern 
Ireland circa 400 AD.   The project is the Clan Collas.  Presently 
there are 398 members who have tested between 67 and 111 
markers and this project is one of the most heavily researched 
yDNA projects at Family Tree.  My particular subgroup has four 

members with the surname Smith and my name.  One of those 
Smith members is my closest yDNA match at 111 markers. 
   Around 2010 I contacted Catholic Charities for non-identifying 
information about my birth parents and found out that they were 
high school students from the Midwest, and not Illinois.  In 2011 I 
actually found and reunited with my birth mother. It was not so 
much DNA as through the help of search angels that I met 
through the DNA journey. Found family history, connected with 
maternal side siblings, found the name of my bio-dad and 
connected with his sister and some cousins.  
   My bio-dad’s name was Keith Compton, from Traverse City, 
MI, where I was conceived in 1951. Compton is a British name. 
One Clan Collas project administrator advised me that he thought 
that Compton was probably not my real surname.  
   In 2011, I tested my maternal half-sister and a paternal first 
cousin, once removed at 23andME and both lined up with DNA 
estimates on relationships, so I was satisfied that I had found 
everything about my family.  
   For the past four years I have been merrily adding to my family 
tree, having fun and occasionally wondering if bio-dad’s surname 
was correct. I could never reconcile my concerns about the 
Compton name and the FTDNA project. But I really had no 
resources to check – my bio-dad was estranged from his family so 
asking for DNA samples from Comptons I did not know was a bit 
sketchy.  
   About 4 months ago, a woman with the last name Smith showed 
up on the Ancestry.com DNA site as a 1st to 2nd cousin, with a 
480 cM match. This woman was from the Traverse City area, 
where the Compton family resided, and she has 40,000 names in 
her tree. We could not find any match, so we assumed that a fox 
got into someone's hen house a generation or two back.  We 
discovered that her paternal grandfather and my paternal 
grandmother were both born in 1915 in a small northern Michigan 
town of Kingsley.  My newfound cousin rechecked old family 
lore.  
   What I had found on family trees and stories from my paternal 
first cousin, my grandmother, Etta Clark, was married the first 
time at 16. Then grandma at age 20 gave birth to my bio-dad with 
her second husband, Forest Compton,  two years before they got 
married because she was taking care of Forest’s dying wife.  
Forest’s first died two years later in 1937 when grandma was 22 
and she married Forest.  Grandma and ‘grandpa’ had 3 more 
children after they married.  
   My newfound cousin checked on an old family history and it 
appears that at 22, my grandmother Etta was working at the local 
high school in Kingsley and got pregnant by a 16 year old student, 
who was my DNA cousin’s paternal grandfather’s brother.  The 
high school student’s father paid for all the medical expenses and 
found Etta a job in Traverse City. Time frames fit, surnames fit.....   
And that would make the high school student, James Edward 
Smith, my grandfather.  James married later in life and has three 
daughters 
   My new first/second cousin is going to ask her nephew to take a 
yDNA test to see if her nephew has the same unique DNA 
signature that I do. Her Smith line is from northern Ireland and 
that fits as well.   We are also testing my half aunt.  My second 
great grandmother is Clara Susan Thayer.  My closest relative 
match on Family Tree is a Thayer and is related to Clara Thayer. 
   The moral of the story – DNA is powerful. I now have more 
relatives, including 3 half-aunts and a bunch more first cousins. 
Of course, I now have to redo my family tree. 
(continued) 
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For how I fit into the Thayer Clan: 
 
Bart O’Toole, born 1951 in Chicago, IL 
son of Keith Eugene Compton, born 1935 in Traverse City, MI 
son of Etta Violet Clark, born 1913 in Kingsley, MI 
 
AND 
 
James Edward Smith, born 1917 in Kingsley, MI 
Son of Jennie Hopkins, born 1885 in Alaska, MI 
Daughter of Susan Clara Thayer, born 1862 in Elma, NY 
Daughter of William M Thayer, born 1829 in Wyoming County, 
NY 
 
The name, from what I have, including Michigan Marriage 
Records, is Clara S.  The S standing for Susan. 
 
William M and Sarah Ann Elliott Thayer had 11 children, Clara is 
#8 in the line of children. 
 
Clara had 6 children by two husbands. 
 
Clara's daughter Jennie Isabelle 'Belle' Hopkins is my great 
grandmother. 
 
   Patricia Thayer Muno provided the following Thayer lineage 
for this article:   
 
Clara Bell (William M.8, Nathan7, Enoch6, Noah5, Ebenezer4, 
Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER and Sarah Ann ELLIOT. 

 
   Thanks Bart for another terrific article on DNA and finding 
roots. Editor 
 

TFA BOARD IN ACTION 
 

   Your TFA board recently voted to place all back issues of The 
Thayer Quarterly, older than 5 years, on The Thayer Families 
internet web site. This action is hoped to stir interest and recruit 
new members. 
 
   Please remember to send in your dues with the registration form 
on page 19. Consider a gift membership for a family member. 
 
   Don’t forget, there is a Complete Name Index of every 
occurrence of every name in The Thayer Quarterly. Be sure to use 
this valuable tool to see if your ancestor is mentioned. Then, go to 
that issue and see what was written. Is a name, title, or date 
missing? Perhaps you can help fill in this information. 
 
   TFA webmaster James Loren Thayer was quick to get all these 
back issues on-line. Thanks Jim! 
 
The link to the web site is: 
http://thayerfamilies.com/ 
 

 
ThayerFamilies.com and ThayerFamilies.org are donated to 
TFA in memory of Margaret Heath Thayer (1916-2005) and 
Richard James Thayer (1914-2009) 
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Thayer Families Association Treasurer’s Report 2014 
Income:  
Meals:     $758.67 
Donations:      40.00 
Total:    $798.68 
 
Expenses: 
Meals (Hearth n Kettle) $  575.60  
 (cost included $100 redeemed deposit) 
EZ Tees       363.15   (TFA gift tees to attendees) 
Joyce Thayer               43.00   (1/2 cost of Meeting “goodies”) 
Tamara Thayer          200.00   (Hotel Meeting Room rental) 
Edna Thayer    l,411.00   (1/2 tourist bus cost) 
Total:  $2,592.75 
 
31 May 2014 TFA  checkbook balance: $11,560.24 
 
#1370  meals refund to Donald Wayne Thayer   $45.98 
#1371  refund to H. J. Thayer (tees)        363.15 
#1372  Joyce Thayer  (above)          43.00 
#1373  Tamara Thayer (above)        200.00 
#1374  Edna Thayer (above)                   1,411.00 
#1375  Hearth ‘n Kettle (above)        575.60 
                     less:   $  2,638.73 
 
                  $   8,921,51 
 
Deposit* 20 Jun 2014                           +       110.98 
Balance 27 June 2014:                           $    9,032.49 
*Deposit includes 2 add’l dinner reservations 
 TFA-1 new & 1 renewal mbrship, donations  
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Judith L. Young Thayer, Treasurer 
 

New members of Thayer Families Association 
By Judith L. Young Thayer, Treasurer 

 
Lamb, Haden Thayer and Hudson Kidwell, of Annapolis, MD 
Thayer, Gary Wesley, of Marietta, GA 
Hall, Amy Karen., of Framingham, MA 
Haunch, Donna Jean Wydoff, of Rancho Mirage, CA  
Geddes, Bill, of Redding, CA 
Thayer, Dean Edward, of Manteca, CA 
Thayer,Patricia Jean O’Hare, of Kingston, NY  
Thayer, Stephanie Allison of Brooklyn, NY w/her brother:  
Thayer, Gregory 
Thayer, Christopher Ewen, of Hawley, PA 
Thayer, Douglas and Jean, of Lake Worth, FL   
Ross, Nan, of Bath, ME 
Cullen, Larissa Anne Thayer, of Fort Thomas, KY   
Thayer, Tamara Louise, of Rochester, MN   
Thayer, Damon Patrick w. Beth Koren, of Sacramento, CA 
Cooney, Andrew of Gulfport, MI   
Eisenschenk, Brenda Lee, Sartell, MN   
Thayer, Edna L., of Wlysian, MN   
Thayer, Roger William, of Triment, MN   
Thayer, Allen, of Indianola, IA   
Thayer, Scott, of Chelsea, MI   
Thayer, Douglas Allen, of Russell, Ontario 
Thayer, Paul Arthur, of North Kingstown, RI 
Thayer Deborah Lee, of Tallassee, AL 
Rorabaud, Thayer w/ Elizabeth, of Battle Ground, WA 
Thayer, Janice Ann Thayer, of Blountville, TX 
Thayer, James Lewis, Jr., of Bristol, TN   
Thayer, Frank Henry, of Port Angeles, WA 
Thayer, James and Nancy, of Apopka, FL 
Thayer, Paul, of Nakomis, FL 
Thayer, MD., Walter Raymond,Jr., of Riverside, RI 

http://thayerfamilies.com/
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/
http://www.thayerfamilies.org/


Pride in the Thayer Name 
By Henry Jerome (Jerry) Thayer 

 
   Most Thayers are very proud of their name, and I don't see a big 
single reason for it.  There have been no Thayer Presidents or 
notorious criminals or real movie stars, etc. Granted we do have 
Col. Sylvanus THAYER, a Governor and a few Congressmen, but 
I have not met a Thayer who is not proud of the name.  Let me 
give you a good example. 
 
   Ichabod7 THAYER was born 16 Jan 1808 in Milford, MA 
[Babbitt Family Bible; Church records] son of Ichabod6 Thayer 
(Ichabod5, Ichabod4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) and Lucretia 
MADDEN. Ichabod and Lucretia were not married.  Ichabod6 
Thayer was born in Milford, MA 18 Oct 1787 son of Ichabod5 
THAYER and Mary MARSH [Milford published vital records]; 
he died 1 Jan 1811 in Charlestown, MA [Milford published vital 
records] and was buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Milford, MA. 
 
   Lucretia MADDEN was born 12 Oct 1789 Hopkinton, 
Middlesex, MA [Hopkinton published vital records], daughter of 
David MADDEN, a Revolutionary soldier, and Anna BATTLE. 
Despite the illegitimate child she married 30 Nov 1809 in Milford, 
MA [Milford published vital records] Robert5 CORBETT born 12 
Oct 1786 Milford, MA [Milford published vital records] son of 
John4 CORBETT (Daniel3, Daniel2, Robert1) Lydia CHENEY. 
   Robert CORBETT accepted Ichabod THAYER into his family 
and about 1824 moved his family and Ichabod to Chautauqua 
County, NY. He bought a lot in the Town of Mina and built a saw 
mill and a grist mill in that Town. Robert CORBETT died in 
Mina, Chautauqua, NY 13 Jul 1872 and is buried in Findley Lake 
Cemetery in that Town.  Lucretia died 8 Apr 1855 in Mina and 
buried in Findley Lake Cemetery. 
 
   Ichabod7 THAYER had traveled with the Corbett family and on 
10 Jan 1835 in Mina, Chautauqua, NY he married Fidelia LaDUE. 
Fidelia was born 10 Jan 1819 in Genesse County, NY, daughter of 
Joshua LaDUE and Julia Ann COWLES.  They had five children 
together: i. Franklin John (1836-1890); ii. Susan C. (1839-1915); 
iii. Amos Madden (1841-1905); iv. Julia A. (1844-1938); v. 
Joshua L. (1851-1925). 
 
   Ichabod7 THAYER died 25 Jan 1888 in Corry, Erie County, PA 
just south of Chautauqua County, NY and was buried in Westfield 
Cemetery, Westfield, Chautauqua County, NY.  Fidelia his wife 
died 22 MAy 1912 in Westfield and was buried next to her 
husband. 
 
   He had lived in Mina from 1824 to 1860 and then before 1870 
moved to Westfield, Chautauqua, NY. His estate file is located in 
the Chautauqua County Court House, Estate File 9:83 it names 
wife Fidelia THAYER of Westfield NY, Children: Julia FENNER 
of Westfield, Susan BABBITT of Corry PA, Franklin THAYER 
of Sherman NY, Joshua L. THAYER of Sherman, Amos M. 
THAYER of St. Louis MO, all of age.  
 
   Ichabod THAYER lived with the CORBETT family from 1809 
until he married in 1835 and in that time he kept his Thayer name.  
As he was only a baby when Lucretia married she must have been 
the driving force in keeping his birth name, but as he grew he kept 
the Thayer name and passed it along to his children. 
The End 
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Paul Goodwin Thayer 1916-2007 

 
   Paul Goodwin Thayer, 91, of 210 Edgewood Road, 
Staunton, passed away 5:40 A.M. Thursday, November 1, 
2007 at the Augusta Nursing and Rehabilitation Center . 
   
He was born April 19, 1916 in Mount Hope, West Virginia, 
was a U.S. Army Veteran and was an active member of 
Central United Methodist Church in Staunton. 
   
   He attended the former VPI, now Virginia Tech in 
Blacksburg and retired from the Engineering Department of 
Westinghouse Electric. 
  
   In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by a 
son, Paul Goodwin Thayer, Jr., (1947-1967) and a brother 
Royal Cranford Thayer (1920-1991). 
 
  Survivors (were) his wife of sixty-five years, Margaret 
Victoria Odell Thayer (1919-2010), a son, Robert D. Thayer 
and his wife Teressa R. of Mooresville, N.C. and a brother, 
William Guy Thayer (1915-2012) (see Summer 2012 issue 
of the TQ). 
 
  A private family memorial service will be conducted 
Friday, November 2, 2007, followed by a private burial at 
Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond. 
 
  The family will receive friends from 6-7:00 P.M. this 
evening at the Staunton Chapel of Reynolds Hamrick 
Funeral Homes, 18 W. Frederick St. Staunton, VA. 
  Memorial contributions may be made to the Central United 
Methodist Church, P. O. Box 953 Staunton, VA 24401. 
  Arrangements have been entrusted by Reynolds Hamrick 
Funeral Homes of Staunton. 
 
Paul’s parents were John Guy Thayer (1872-1954) and Ida 
Adelaide Cranford (1878-1921). His lineage is as follows: 
Paul Godwin Thayer, (John Guy10, William Henry9, Royal8, 
Uriah7, Eseck6, Uriah5-4, Ebenezer3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER.  
 
   Paul was an early member and staunch supporter of TFA. 
He served as TFA membership chairman. As a past Editor of 
the TQ, I had corresponded with Paul for years and he 
contributed to the TQ. I had the pleasure of meeting Paul 
and his son at a TFA reunion. Sitting next to his son, with 
Paul standing about ten feet away, he bore a striking 
resemblance to my father Allen Earl Thayer. I had a 
photograph to take out and show his son. I’ll never forget it.  
Editor. 
 
 



Another Revolutionary Soldier 
By Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 

 
   Isaac6 Thayer was born 23 Nov 1741 in Braintree, MA, son of 
Zachariah5 (Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, Richard2, Riciard1) & Lydia 
Pray [Braintree Town Records]. He published his intentions to 
marry Sarah Spear on 19 May 1763 [Braintree Town Records]. 
Their marriage was recorded in the Boston Records, Vol. 2, p. 421 
as married 30 Mar 1763. Sarah was born on 12 Feb 1746 the 
daughter of Benjamin Spear and Sarah Clark. They had two 
children born in Braintree and Sarah died an early death about 
1767. Isaac was probably a soldier in the militia at the time of his 
first marriage as the intention read "Isaac Thayer, resident at 
Castle William."   
 
   Following Sarah's death Isaac published his intention to marry 
Rachel Sawin on 6 Oct 1769 [Braintree Town Records]. Rachel 
was born in Braintree on 18 Sep 1748, [Braintree Town 
Records]daughter of Eliphalet Sawin and Rachel5 Thayer, 
daughter of Shadrach4 Thayer (Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) & 
Rachel White. The couple had 5 children before Rachel's death in 
1780.  During this period the Revolutionary War was getting 
under way and Isaac's Father in Law, Eliphalet Sawin was raising 
a Company of Militia in Colonel Palmer's Regiment. Isaac was 
appointed Ensign on 14 Jun 1776 as they assembled in Braintree. 
He was serving as a Lieutenant in Captain Job Cushings Company 
of Colonel Samuel Pierce's Regiment in May of 1779 and in Sep 
of 1779 he was at Castle William in Captain Nathaniel Belcher's 
Company directly under Major General Hancock.   
 
   Isaac was called a Gentleman in his commission as a 2nd 
Lieutenant on 16 Sep 1778.  Most of his service seemed to take 
place in the Braintree/Boston area of Massachusetts. In June of 
1779 however he was with his unit in Taunton Massachusetts as 
he wrote a letter to his wife Rachel which was preserved and is in 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington DC. There is some 
damage to the letter but the hand writing is mostly clear, some 
punctuation added. It reads: 
“Taunton June 19th 1779 
Loving and affectionate Wife I take this opportunity to let you 
know my welfare. Through the blessing and goodness of God I 
enjoy my health at present as I hope these will find you and our 
dear children. I would inform you that I have sent you two letters 
before this. I have nothing new to write to you. We are quartered 
in sight of the Enemy near Rhode Island. There has been some 
talk of our going on the Island if the French Fleet comes in. That’s 
expected but I don't know that we shall as to our Provision it is 
short but what redraw it is good. We bye milk at three & four 
shillings a quart.  Our duty is hard and will be until our time is 
out. I want to hear from doubt don't expect to till I come home. I 
have not time to write much now.  Remember my duty to father 
and mother and my respects to Eliphalet and also to Lieut Niles & 
Mr. Hunting & wife. and tell father I would be glad if he would 
take good care of my things. I would not have you worry yourself 
to your hurt about things and tell Sarah for her father’s sake to be 
kind to her mother (note Sarah was his eldest daughter b. 27 Jan 
1765) and tell my Vashti, Shede & Eunice that their Dedey will 
come home and see them in a little while. I would not have you 
forget me in your prayers to God as I hope I shall remember you. 
Samuel Belcher desires to be remembered to his parents in 
Braintree. People are all well so no more at …. but I remain your 
loving husband unto death.” 
   (signed)  Isaac Thayer 
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That letter sounds nearly modern from a soldier away from his 
family.  
 
   When Isaac returned home he had little time to be joyful as his 
wife Rachel died probably in childbirth with their fifth child 
Eliphalet in 1780. 
 
   Isaac Thayer took the plunge for the third time and publish his 
intention on 4 May 1782 in Braintree {Braintree Town Records] 
and 9 May 1782 in Bridgewater, MA [Bridgewater published vital 
records] to marry Hannah Joyce. Hannah is a mystery. Her 
intention to marry Isaac is the only Joyce entry in the Bridgewater 
records and I have been unable to determine her parents. She was 
much younger than Isaac, probably 20 years his junior.  Anyway 
they had two children recorded in Braintree in 1786 and 1788 and 
they were recorded in Braintree in the 1790 census. The History 
of Buckfield, Maine stated that they moved there in 1792 and they 
are in the 1800 census there. They had four more children in 
Buckfield, the last Lydia born about 1802. 
 
   Isaac Thayer died in Buckfield, Oxford County, Maine on 22 
Feb 1805 and was buried in the Maxim Hathaway Cemetery there. 
Hannah remarried Josiah Smith about 1810 and he died in 
Buckfield 15 Jul 1823.  Hannah then applied for and was granted 
a Widows pension based upon Isaac Thayer's service. She had 
pension W9742. There was a long deposition by her son John 
Thayer (13 Feb 1788-13 Nov 1853) on 6 Jan 1852. This 
deposition appears to have been made to acquire a surviving child 
pension as it references his mother's pension and the fact that she 
never remarried after the death of her second husband and stating 
that she had died on 2 Mar 1840. 
 
The children of Isaac THAYER & Sarah SPEAR: 
1) Isaac THAYER b. 26 Oct 1763 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records]; d. 5 Sep 1850 Randolph, Orange, VT [Randolph Town 
Records]; married 28 Nov 1793 Abigail LAMPSON (1774-1842) 
daughter of Peter LAMPSON  
& Mehitabel GOULD 
 
2) Sarah THAYER b. 27 Jan 1765 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records], alive in 1779 may have married Levi BROWN in 
Braintree in Dec 1797 
 
The children of Isaac THAYER & Rachel SAWIN: 
1) Vashti THAYER b. 21 Feb 1771 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records] married Ephraim HUNT 23 JAn 1790 Braintree 
[Braintree Town Records] 
 
2) Rachel THAYER (aka Shede) b. 1773 Braintree, alive 1779 
 
3) Shadrach THAYER b. 22 Jul 1776 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records]; d. 4 May 1847 Randolph; married 1795 Dorothy 
THAYER b. ca 1773 Braintree, daughter of Paul THAYER & 
Prudence DYER, she died 25 Sep 1796 in Randolph. Shadrach 
married second 17 Sep 1797 in Randolph [Randolph Town 
Records] Hepzibah HOWARD b. 13 Aug 1773 Braintree d. 13 
Aug 1862 Braintree. Both she and Shadrach buried Oakland 
Cem., Randolph. 
 
4) Eunice THAYER b. 21 Aug 1778 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records]; d. 15 Jun 1861 North Bridgewater, Plymouth, MA 
[Massachusetts Vital Records Vol. 148, p. 334]; married 21 Aug 
1797 Braintree Asa HOWARD b. 24 Sep 1775 Braintree, d. 23 
Jul 1828 Brockton, Plymouth, MA [Brockton published vital 
records]     (continued) 
 



5) Eliphalet THAYER b. ca 1780 Braintree, probably died young. 
 
The children of Isaac THAYER & Hannah JOYCE: 
1) Polly S. THAYER b. 15 Mar 1786 Braintree [Braintree Town 
Records]; d. 1 Jan 1842 Buckfield, ME; married 26 Oct 1803 
Buckfield, ME [Buckfield Town Records] Nathaniel HARLOW 
(20 Apr 1781-1856, son of William & Susanna HARLOW); both 
Polly and nathaniel buried Prince Cem., Buckfield, ME 
 
2) John THAYER b. 13 Feb 1788 Braintree, MA [Braintree Town 
Records]; d. 13 Nov 1853 Buckfield, ME; married 6 Jan 1812 
Sumner, Oxford, ME Susannah Poole HERSEY (30 Mar 1793 - 
16 Jan 1879, daughter of James HERSEY & Althea POOLE); 
both John and Susannah buried Hall Burial Ground, Buckfield, 
ME. He was a veteran of the War of 1812. 
 
3) Ebenezer THAYER b. 27 Feb 1797 Buckfield, ME; d. 25 Sep 
1857 Paris, Oxford, ME; married 27 Feb 1823 Hebron, Oxford, 
ME Mary FAUNCE (25 Dec 1800 - 4 Dec 1895), daughter of 
Thomas FAUNCE); both Ebenezer and Mary buried in Riverside 
Cem., South Paris, Oxford, ME. 
 
4) Joel Briggs THAYER b. 9 Apr 1799 Buckfield, ME; d. 14 Jun 
1880 Paris, ME; married 25 Aug 1822 Paris, ME Mary DUDLEY 
(3 Mar 1797 - 30 Mar 1871, daughter of Luther DUDLEY & 
Mary WELLINGTON); Joel married 2nd 11 Apr 1872 in PAris, 
ME, Louisa GRIFFIN, widow of Rev. Caleb B. DAVIS. 
 
5) Lydia THAYER b. ca 1802 Buckfield, ME; d. 7 Nov 1872 
Paris, ME; married 16 Oct 1826 Buckfield, ME [Buckfield Town 
Records] Calvin CROOKER Jr.; Lydia is buried in Norway Pine 
Grove Cem., Paris, ME.   The End 
 

 
 

Russell Thayer, III 
5 DEC 1922 – 5 FEB 2014 

 
Former senior airline executive and decorated WW II pilot 

   
 Russell Thayer III died in the company of his family in his home 
in Princeton, New Jersey on February 5th after a long and 
memorable life. 
 
Thayer was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on December 5, 
1922 to Russell Thayer, Jr. and Shelby Wentworth Johnson 
Thayer. 
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   As a child, Thayer attended Episcopal Academy in Merion, 
Pennsylvania. Then attended St. George's School in Newport, 
Rhode Island in1942 where he played football, basketball and 
tennis. In the summers, he could be found sailing and racing speed 
boats on Upper Saranac Lake in the Adirondacks. 
 
   Determined to join the war effort, Thayer enlisted in the Army 
Air Corps immediately upon graduation from St. George's School. 
He took command of a B-26 Martin Marauder, the infamous 
bomber commonly known as the "Widow-maker," and later a P-
47 Thunderbolt. Thayer flew 143 missions: 98 bomber sorties in 
the B-26 and 45 fighter sorties in the Thunderbolt. A member of 
the 9th Air force, 323rd Bomb Group, 453rd Bomber Squadron, 
Thayer flew in combat missions in Europe before D-Day, in 
support of the D-Day invasion and throughout the Battle of the 
Bulge. He was highly decorated for his performance as a pilot, 
Captain and later as Group Commander. Thayer was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, 11 Air Medals, the Belgian 
Fourragerre and numerous other service medals. 
 
   Following the war, Thayer attended Princeton University where 
he studied history and, again, rowed crew in the varsity 8-man 
shell. He also became a member of the Ivy Club. In June of 1947 
he married Elizabeth "Lizzie" Dercum Mifflin of Haverford, 
Pennsylvania . They resided in the university housing known as 
"The Barracks". He graduated from Princeton in 1949: the dayhis 
first child, Elizabeth, was born.  
 
   With his abiding love for aviation, , Thayer embarked upon a 
life-long career in aviation, as an executive with Eastern Airlines , 
American Airlines and Seaboard World Airlines before becoming 
President, Chief Operating Officer, and Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors at Braniff International Airways. It was on his 
watch that the artist, Alexander Calder decorated the Braniff fleet 
and the attire of the flight attendants was designed by Emilio 
Pucci. Eventually, Thayer moved to Pan American Airlines as 
Senior Vice President of Operations. He was greatly respected 
among his peers in the airline industry and adored all aspects of 
aviation – his true passion. "If you do what you love, you will 
never work a day in your life," was his oft-repeated maxim. 
 
   Following the death of his first wife, Lizzie (Elizabeth Dercum 
Mifflin Thayer (1926 - 1994), Thayer married Susan Stover 
Soderman Thayer in 1997. They shared many happy years 
together in Princeton. Thayer is survived by his wife, Susan; his 
five children: Elizabeth Thayer Verney, R. Dixon Thayer, Samuel 
M. Thayer, Shelby Thayer Saunders and David A. Thayer; eight 
grandchildren; and three great grandchildren and six stepchildren; 
John F. Soderman, Peter D. Soderman, Paul S. Soderman, Sally 
Soderman Rabe, Jennifer Soderman Mahoney and Polly 
Soderman Avignone; and eight step-grandchildren. All will 
remember him with great affection. 
  
   A private funeral will be held at the Church of the Redeemer in 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, followed by burial in the Churchyard. 
   In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to 
either Princeton Senior Resource Cntr.,45 Stockton St. Princeton, 
NJ 08540 or Princeton Hospice, c/o Princeton HealthCare System 
Foundation, 3626 US Route 1, Princeton, NJ 08540. 
Family links: Parents:Russell Thayer (1882 - 1954) Shelby 
Wentworth Johnson (Thayer) Reeves (1898 - 1992) 
 
See the Spring 2014 issue of The Thayer Quarterly for a great 
WWII article on Russell. Editor. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=17843186
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=17843186
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=17843514
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=101298749
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=101298749


Thayer Families Association 

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 

Dues are due January 1st each year. 

New members will receive back issues of the newsletter for the year in which they join. 
SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

Donald Thayer 
785 Williams Street 
Longmeadow, MA    01106-2063 

 
Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and 
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above. 

 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount 
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated 
above. 

 
First  member  name:____________________________________birth  date:__________________________ Second  

family  member  name:____________________________birth  date:__________________________ Number of years 

desired:__________ X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:________________ Most recent Thayer 

connection: ___________________birth & death dates if known:__________________ Earliest known Thayer ancestor:

 birth & death dates if known:   

Your  Full  Name(s)  and  Birth  Dates:_________________________________________________________ Mailing  

Address:  Number  &  Street:_________________________________________________________ City,      

State:_____________________________________________________________________________ Country,   

ZIP/Postal   Code:_________________________________________________________________ Telephone numbers 

optional:        ____________________________________________________________ Are you able to receive, open, 

and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____No_____ Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly 

newsletter: Electronic Paper   

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____No_____ E-Mail      

Address:_________________________________________________________________________ If this is a new 

application, how did you discover us?_________________________________________ 

Thank you for your membership! 
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  THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
  785 WILLIAMS STREET #303 
  LONGMEADOW, MA 01106-2063 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACTING TFA 
For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as 
follows: 

 
Donald Wayne Thayer 

785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063 
Email:dwschome@verizon.net 

 
For genealogical queries, family representatives and information 
about the comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write 
TFA Historian as follows: 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
 

Queries, email: 
hjthayer@verizon.net 

 
   The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2015, all rights reserved) is the 
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association and is published 
quarterly on the following schedule, the end of the month; Winter; 
January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; October. 
   Article selection is at the discretion of the Editor and may not 
reflect the views of the TFA Board, officers or members. All 
material submitted becomes the property of TFA. Photos can be 
scanned and returned. Please submit materials to the Editor as 
follows: 

Rick Thayer 
3792 Schultz RD NW 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

rickthayer@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officers, Directors of TFA 
President: Will William Russell Thayer 

WRThayer@aol.com 
Vice President: Russ Charles Russell Thayer 

CThayer001@roadrunner.com 
Secretary: Don Donald Wayne Thayer 

dwschome@verizon.net 
Treasurer Judy Judith L. Young-Thayer 

Jlythayer3@verizon.net 
Directors: 
Barbara Thayer Knight  GrandmaBarb360@Yahoo.com 
James Loren Thayer  Jim@JLThayer.net 
Tamara Thayer  TLThayer@Gmail.com 
Richard Allen “Rick” Thayer rickthayer@aol.com 
Madora Thayer Boyd Matboyd1924@aol.com 
 

Be sure to check out TFA web site: 
http://thayerfamilies.com/ 

NEW!! 
WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/623447534440032/ 
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