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John Allen Thavyer, Luthier
By Richard Allen Thayer, Editor

Ok folks, I warned you, if you don’t send me enough material, you
are going to get awfully tired of my stories. This one is about my son
John and the niche career he has found.

John was born in 1984 at the Naval Hospital, Bremerton, WA the
night | returned from sea on the first Blue crew patrol of the USS
Michigan (SSBN 727). This is a fantastic benefit of the armed forces;
to cover the expense of pregnancy, delivery, and all health care. | don’t
know what it costs to have a baby today, but at the time we only had to
pay for the food Kathy ate in the hospital. Communications with a
ballistic missile submarine on patrol are one way only so the
submarine’s position is not given away by a radio transmission. In
1984 we were given 8 “family grams” we could distribute among
friends and family. They were limited to 50 words and were screened
by the off-crew before being broadcast. The message would be
screened again by an officer on board the submarine for anything
controversial or alarming. Each crew member had to fill out a form
stating what news they wanted to hear, and what they did not. If you
did not give notice that someone in your family was near death and you
wanted to be informed, the commanding officer would decide if you
got the bad news or not. The fact is, a ballistic missile submarine on
patrol is a nuclear asset under national command authority and

must be ready to launch missiles at any time. To “break” patrol was a
big deal. So, when 1 filled out my information and what | wanted to
hear about, | put down that Kathy was pregnant and due to deliver
near the end of our patrol and that I did want to know about it.

We are a Christian family and feel we can pray about all things. |
prayed for a safe delivery of a healthy baby. I thought it was too much
to ask that | would make it home in time. | am sure many others were
praying that | would make it home.

Depending on the security climate, some family members are
allowed to go to the pier when a submarine is pulling in to port.
Kathy, “great with child” was on the pier! Many people asked when
she was due and when she replied “today” they were shocked that she
would be there.

Back in 1984 the Navy was not using ultrasound for pregnancies, so
we did not know the sex until John was born. We already had a girl,
John’s older sister Julia, so we were pleased to be blessed with a boy.
I got to feed John first; at 9 pounds 9 ounces the nurses insisted he
needed a bottle right away.

At some point in John’s life he became interested in guitars and
took lessons. John was always good with his hands and decided to try
to build a guitar at home. The easiest guitar to build is a solid body
electric guitar, so that is where John started. John built several guitars
at home, each one better than the preceding. I credit my wife Kathy
with recognizing this ability and interest and looking for a way to
channel this interest into a job. Kathy was visiting our daughter Julia
who was attending High Tech Institute in Phoenix to become a
Computer Aided Design Technician. Driving around Phoenix they
found the Roberto-Venn School of Luthiery. The first impression did
not inspire confidence. At the time, the school was a compound of out
buildings surrounded by a barb-wire topped chain linked fence in
what | would call an industrial area. There was no air condition with
one small exception; the humidity room, which was conditioned for
wood, not people. The reviews were good, the school was accredited,
and student and parent loans were available. Kathy did some more
research on the internet and even called Warmoth Guitar seeking
information. After having some discussion, John decided this was
his path after high school and decided to attend the Fall 2002 session
at Roberto-Venn. There was no dormitory or cafeteria. A student had
to live “on the economy” as they say. | believed the school kept a data
base of potential housing and potential roommates. In August 2002
John and | headed out in his car, driving to Phoenix from Washington
State. We slept two nights along the way. For housing we found a
three story hotel that had been converted to condominiums. The top
two floors were sold, the ground floor units were rented. The place
had a central courtyard with a pool. It was basically one room with a
tiny kitchen. The rent was reasonable, they rented month to month, it
was close to school, so John chose it. | had planned to stay several
days to help John round up the required list of tools and materials, and
to help him set up housekeeping.
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J. Thayer Guitars 2207 E 11" ST, Bremerton, WA

John did well at Roberto-Venn. The schedule was ten hours, five days
a week, for five months. Students often went in on weekends.
Curriculum consisted of building at least one electric guitar and one
acoustic guitar, and a brief time spent learning the basics of guitar
repair. John built two electric and two acoustic guitars. After John
graduated he stayed at the school and continued working for one of the
instructors who had John assist him. He continued to work on new
guitars and did many repairs.

With an outstanding referral, John next applied to work under world
famous master luthier Ervin Somogyi in Oakland, CA. John spent
about five months with Ervin learning advanced techniques.

John returned home to Bremerton and pondered on what to do next.
Work at a factory? Work for someone else? Set up your own business?
Kathy and | were keeping our eyes open and Kathy found a small
commercial building for rent in Manette. The area is now part of
Bremerton but, being across a bridge, retains the name Manette and has
a slightly different feeling than the city proper. On October 8, 2004,
John opened up shop under the name J. Thayer Guitars at age 19.

A little advertising, a little word of mouth, a few craft shows, and
things took off. Bremerton is in Kitsap County, a peninsula. We have
been shocked and amazed at the number of guitar musicians in the
area. John kept track in a data base and in a typical year he works on
over 370 guitars! Some of these, of course, are repeats. Repairs can
consist of a simple re-string to a full vintage guitar restoration. On any
day you can walk in and find a dozen guitars waiting to be worked on.
Friday is a big pick-up day when people want their instrument back.

New customers are surprised to find such a young man doing such
detailed work. Any time an older man is around, a new customer will
assume he is the luthier, not John. John is a quiet gentleman. John is a
goad listener and not too quick to jump on a quick fix. John will gently
offer a possibility to a customer that may not know what he wants or is
needed. You definitely do not get the slick used-car salesman job from
John.

Musicians often form a special bond with their instrument. Many
times a musician will spend a lot of money to repair or modify an
inexpensive instrument. There is also the other extreme; a very
expensive, rare, vintage instrument or one that has been handed down
in a family for generations. Who do you trust to work on that? Well,
after you get to know him, you trust John. On the few times | have
“filled in” at the shop for John when he had to run out I have had
people come in and be very disappointed John is not there. They may
open the case and show me their instrument, but they never leave it
with me. They always want to come back and talk to John.

In June of 2005 John ran in to a former high school classmate
Jolene Lee. On September 13, 2008 John and Jolene were married in
an outdoor wedding at Lutherhaven, Wildcat Lake, Bremerton, Pastor

Bill Crabtree officiating. | offered and Jolene granted me the high
honor and privilege of giving her away. It was a glorious day.
Lutherhaven is a lakefront camp shared by several local Lutheran
churches. The kids arranged it all themselves and the reception was
held in the lodge. Kathy made a non-tradition German chocolate cake
at John’s request.

In 2013 John and Jolene took a trip to Phoenix. Among other things,
they visited Roberto-Venn, now at a new location. Since John had his
own business, the staff asked John to return and speak to the class.
John did speak and was pleasantly surprised to receive an honorarium
for doing so. While at the school John met student Douglas Stanley.
The two were a good fit and John offered for Douglas to come to
Bremerton and complete an internship to gain experience. Douglas is
a quiet gentleman like John. We had him in our home several times
for meals. Douglas would end up spending two years at J. Thayer
Guitars, and recently left to start his own business in North Carolina.

John and Jolene bought their first home in Manette, close enough to
the shop that John could walk to work. Jolene has worked in child
development and child care. In 2013 Jolene completed a BFA with a
focus on Ceramics at the University of Washington. On May 4 of this
year John and Jolene were blessed with a healthy baby girl,
Clementine Alice Thayer.

John Remarks;

“Despite my ability, my success would not be possible without the
love and support of my family. After over ten years of guitar design
and building I have completed an acoustic guitar that I feel is a true
expression of me and my intentions as a luthier and artist.”

J. Thayer Guitars web site is found at: http://www.jthayerguitars.com/
John’s lineage is: John Allen Thayer™, Richard Allen®?, Allen Earl™,

Marvin Bulkley', Jay Wesley®, John R®, David’, Jonathan A®, Oliver™
* William®, Shadrach?, Thomas" Thayer.

Editor holding Clementine Alice Thayer

OO T~
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How | Found My Cousin, Sanford Thayer, the Artist
By Bob Thayer

Part 11: The second in a series of articles relating to Sanford Thayer,
renowned central New York portrait and landscape artist.

After discovering that the artist Sanford Thayer (and his family) had
actually lived on land formerly farmed by my wife’s parents and on
which | had hunted myself, before we built our own cottage only a mile
or so from it, | wanted to explore our Spafford, New York connections
even more. Today it seems that only the graves of his parents (Sanford
Sr. and Sally Minor Thayer) and the foundation of the farmhouse
remain as reminders that a great talent had ever been there on Cold
Brook Road in Onondaga County.

Sanford Thayer’s early life on his family’s farm and the untimely
death of his father in 1836 were already described in Thayer Family
Historian Patricia Muno’s article in the June 2005 Thayer Quarterly,
pages 2-4. As unpleasant as farming was to the young lad who would
later become a renowned artist, the surrounding nature and landscapes
drew him in and soothed, fed, and inspired his artistic soul. Though
MY soul’s artistry has yet to be developed, | nevertheless hold the
same love of that area as did Sanford. The beauty of the rolling hills
and valleys, the thick, lush, and pristine forests, and the unspoiled
swamps and creek kept me returning to the area long before | knew I
had any family connection there.

Sanford enjoyed nothing more than sketching the scenes around him.
He collected and saved every board, every bit of paper, and most
importantly, every piece of charcoal he could find. He spent his few
free moments away from the many chores of farming — an especially
heavy burden for the oldest son -- as well as stolen moments at his
rural one-room school, drawing and sketching. He was often punished
for distracting his schoolmates and for “wasting” valuable learning
time. Finally, though, a teacher came who recognized his gift and
encouraged him. She even paid Sanford to sketch each of his
classmates, which she gave as gifts on the last day of school. This
understanding and encouraging soul inspired him to pursue portrait
painting in later life.

Not everyone on his path would be so heartening, however. Soon
after his father’s death, when Sanford was just 16, remaining on the
farm was far from his dream. He had heard that somewhere out there
men earned their livelihoods by painting, so off he went, on foot, 25
miles through the frontier to Auburn, NY, carrying some of his prized
works, which he planned to show the established artist Edwin
Goodwin, hoping he would take him on as his apprentice. But
Goodwin barely glanced at the works and abruptly sent him away,
telling him to get a job in a carriage factory to learn to paint. “You’re
of no use to an artist now!” he added.

Finally Sanford ended up in Skaneateles, New York, still in
Onondaga County, as a painter in the employ of John Legg’s Carriage
Shop. At that time carriages were made upscale by the addition of
painted scenes on their doors and backsides. It was here that he met
Charles Loring Elliott, already a well-known artist, who had been hired
to recreate the painting of “Napoleon Crossing the Alps” on one of
Legg’s carriages. Sanford observed the artist, then made his own
sketch and was in the process of painting it in his down time, when
Elliott discovered him at work. From that time on the kindred spirits
cultivated a lifelong friendship and spent a great deal of time working
and developing together. Elliott mentored Thayer, who became second
in demand only to Elliott. Thayer later paid it forward as a professor at
Syracuse University and by helping to found the Syracuse University
School of Fine Arts. There he mentored Francis Carpenter, who later
became a presidential painter, best known for his “First Reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation”, which still hangs in the Capitol in
Washington, DC today.

Unlike MY love of hunting for the sport of it, Sanford learned to hunt
and fish out of necessity. The hills were teeming with wildlife and the
streams full of fish. On his many hunting and fishing trips he could

combine his love of nature with his drive to capture her beauty on
canvas. It was said that his painting of still life and creatures was
uniquely lifelike. This attention to detail made his portraits appear
nearly as perfect as photography would become.

The work of Sanford Thayer, influenced by Charles Loring Elliott,
inspired Francis Carpenter and many others. This consortium of artists
ruled central New York and beyond until the end of the 19" century.
Our cousin Sanford never lost his love of painting nature and
landscapes, but he earned his living doing fine portraits. His life as an
artist will be examined in Part I11 of this series.

Photos: two landscapes of Pompey Farm. Bob Thayer purchased the
rights to publish these in The Thayer Quarterly from the Onondaga
Historical Association.

Landscape of the Butterfield farm in Pompey, NY. “This painting is a view
of the Butterfield farm in the Clarke neighborhood, about two miles directly
east of Pompey Hill, NY. It was painted to order by Sanford Thayer for the
late Dr. Edward F. Butterfield, clairvoyant physician of Syracuse.
Purchased for the OHA by Theodore W. Clarke from Dr. Butterfield’s
niece, Mrs. F. P. Rowe of Camillus. This painting is a companion to
Accession # OHA 985, “Butterfield Farm: Hills of Southern Onondaga.”

Hilly landscape, two reclining cows on left, one reclining cow on right,
fenced pasture. “This painting is a view of the Butterfield farm in the Clarke
neighborhood, about two miles directly east of Pompey Hill, NY. It was
painted to order by Sanford Thayer for the late Dr. Edward F. Butterfield,
clairvoyant physician of Syracuse. Purchased for the OHA by Theodore W.
Clarke from Dr. Butterfield’s niece, Mrs. F. P. Rowe of Camillus. It was
exhibited at the Everson Museum from January 27,1972 — March 15, 1972,
as well as in Albany from March 20, 1972 — July 9, 1976.

Many readers will recognize the name Sandford Thayer (1820-
1880). The Summer 2005 issue of The Thayer Quarterly contained
an article on Sanford by TFA Historian/Genealogist Patricia
Thayer Muno. Sanford’s lineage is as follows: Sanford®, Sanford
W. G.”, Jerijahs, Zephaniah®, William**, Shadrach?, Thomas'.
Editor
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Benjamin Thayer Family Cemetery
By Donald Wayne Thayer

Benjamin M. Thayer was the brother of my great-grandfather Wyatt
Nance Thayer. Benjamin was born in 1809 in Randolph County, NC.
He was the son of James and Nancy Thayer. He married Cynthia Ray
8 Oct. 1835, in Asheboro, Randolph Co., NC [Ancestry.com North
Carolina Marriage Collection]. She was born on 14 Aug 1819, in
Randolph Co., NC, daughter of John Ray and Tabitha Pettit. In the
1850 census for North Carolina Benjamin is listed as a farmer and he
and Cynthia have four boys and three girls. Property records for
Randolph County indicate that at that time that they owned
approximately 176 A of farm land worth about $1800 in 1850.

Benjamin and Cynthia left North Carolina about 1858 or 9, possibly
spending a short time in Indiana and Missouri. Their 11" child, Sara
Jane, was born 1 Aug 1859, in Missouri. Their 12" child, Tabitha
Anna, would be born 17 Aug 1863, in Le Loup, Franklin Co., KS. By
the spring of 1860 they and their twelve children had moved to Ottawa,
Franklin Co., Kansas Territory. (Remember that Kansas did not obtain
Statehood until 29 Jan 1861. The MacLean & Lawrences sectional
map of Kansas Territory published in 1857 shows neither Ottawa nor
Le Loup.) Benjamin is said to have built the first frame-house in the
city. They homesteaded in Le Loup, Franklin Co., Kansas Territory.
This is the same area where John Brown was living, only two years
previously. Pro-slavery raiders from Missouri had attacked Lawrence,
just north of Le Loup, on 21 May 1856. The Potawatomie Massacre
by John Brown took place on 24-25 May 1856.

The following directions to the Thayer Cemetery were provided by
the Ottawa Library: USGS Coordinates from 7.5 Minute Series Le
Loup Quadrangle: Latitude: 383941N; Longitude: 951035W. The
exact location is SE 1/45 SE ¥4 NE ¥, 15-16-26, located approximately
2 miles north and 5 miles east of Ottawa. To reach the cemetery, drive
east on K-68 3 miles past 1-35, and then drive north on North Madison
Road about 2.5 miles. The cemetery is in a small thicket of brush and
trees about 1/8 mile west of the road, surrounded by a prairie field, on
private land (See photo). The original house is still standing and
occupied.

Franklin County lists 15 graves for this cemetery; not all of which |
was able to locate in 2003 when | visited the site. The following are
the Thayer headstones | was able to locate:

Benjamin Thayer 1809 — 1864; Cynthia his wife 1819 — 1911.
Benjamin died of smallpox, possibly brought home by friends of his
sons Adam Clark (1836-1883), Ruffin Dudley (1838-1901) and
William Dawson (1840-1912) who were waggoneers for the Union
troops during the war. Cynthia was listed in Kansas Physicians and
Midwives, 1881-1900.

Adam Clark Thayer was born 7 Aug 1836 in Randolph Co., NC.
He died in 1883 in Ottawa, Franklin Co., KS. He married Nancy
(Joecyrus?) abt. 1860 and became a successful wagon maker and
blacksmith. They raised nine children. Nancy was born 29 Nov
1839, in NC and died 31 Dec 1900, in Agricola, Coffee Co., KS.

Below is the headstone for Ruffin Dudley Thayer born 16 Jul 1838,
in Randolph Co., NC. He died 7 Jun 1901, in Le Loup, Franklin Co.,
KS. He married Hannah P. Matteson 31 Dec 1865, in Franklin Co.,
KS. She was born18 May 1845, in NY and died 21 Jan 1919, in Ellis
Co., OK. He was a rancher. Hannah and Ruffin had four children.
Their son Ira G. Thayer was born Feb 1871, and died 19 Jul 1882. He
is also buried in the Thayer Cemetery.
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Caroline Thayer was born 12 Aug 1842, in Randolph Co., NC and died
28 Jan 1902, in Le Loup, Franklin Co., KS, and was buried in the
Thayer Cemetery. She married John Harmon Caruso Randolph on 23
Dec 1867, in Ottawa, Franklin Co., KS. He died 18 Feb 1893, in
Topeka, Shawnee Co., KS. They had five children.

Maranda Thayer was born 12 Aug 1842, in Randolph Co., NC and died
abt. 1865 giving birth to a daughter Maranda. She had married John
Smith Mallory 10 Apr 1864, in Le Loup, Franklin Co., KS. Upon the
death of Maranda, her sister Casanda married John Mallory. Casanda
was born 28 Apr 1846 in Randolph Co., NC and died in 1913 in
Franklin Co., KS. She was buried in the Wellsville, Franklin Co., KS,
Cemetery with John Mallory.

There are seven other graves in the Thayer Cemetery, representing
Clark, Dysert, Noteman, Stark, Thomson, and two unknown families.
The County lists two markers that appear to be footstones with the
initials R. E. M. and R. M. J.; these may correspond to two unknown
stones for Ella M. and Martha J., respectively.

From the Spring 2005 issue of The Thayer Quarterly:

“Donald Wayne Thayer, of Lower Gwynedd, PA has agreed to take
on the monumental task in serving as the Family Representative for
the descendants of James THAYER and Nancy NANCE. James®
THAYER was born about 1775, probably in Providence, RI. He was
the son of Abner® (Nathaniel*, Isaac®, Ferdinando?, Thomas')
THAYER and Silence® (Benjamin®, Samuel®, Ferdinando?, Thomas'
THAYER. James, and a brother Daniel, moved to the Uwharrie
Valley (Randolph County) in central North Carolina. He first shows
up there in the census of 1800. James and Nancy were the parents of
five daughters and six sons: Daniel, Tempy, Serena, Benjamin M.,
Raymond, James, Wyatt Nance, Elizaberh, Nancy, Lovey, and Abner
W. Thayer. Their sons Benjamin, Wyatt and Abner have a
considerable progeny.”

OO T~

Correction: Spring 2004, page 16
Civil War Veterans
Julius B. Thayer should be Julius Page Thayer (1825- ?)
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Please

Join us for the 2016 Thayer Families
Reunion

July 1 -4, 2016 at

The Thayer Hotel

674 Thayer Road, West Point, NY
Tel: 845.446.4731

Seated on a hilltop in upstate New York, with
commanding views of the Hudson River and the
United States Military Academy, the Historic
Thayer Hotel at West Point is a national historic
treasure like no other in the world. Come and
discover more about your Thayer family and a
captivating blend of over 200 years of military
history, combined with a full array of modern
comforts and amenities. This location offers
convenient access to exciting Hudson Valley
attractions and West Point tours.

o Meet family members: All Thayers are
“somehow cousins”, as our genealogist
Patricia Muno likes to say.

e Hear family members tell about famous
Thayers. Share what you are doing to
preserve Thayer history!

e |eave for home on Monday, July 4 or
schedule an add-on trip to nearby New
York City!

Tour and learn all about the Thayer
connections to West Point!

Enjoy sightseeing along the Hudson
River with new and old friends in YOUR
family tree!

Call the hotel and make your reservation
today to get the limited special $106 TFA
rate. ($20 per night extra for 2-double-
bed rooms)

Possible tours of the FDR Home,
Presidential Library and Museum, the
Vanderbilt Mansion, Boscobel House and
Gardens, the Culinary 1A

Have a suggestion for the Reunion?
Contact chairperson

marilynthayer@verizon.net

Bob and Marilyn Thayer
756 County Route 58
Mexico, NY 13114
315.963.7021
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A Massachusetts Farmer
By Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer

Enos’ THAYER was born 30 Mar 1788 in Bridgewater,
Plymouth, MA [Bridgewater & Brockton published vital records]
son of Seth® THAYER, Seth®, Richard”, Nathaniel?, Richard?,
Richard®. Enos' mother was Mary® THAYER daughter of
Zachariah®, Zachariah”, Nathaniel?, Richard?, Richard". Seth and
Mary Thayer were first cousins though their mothers Hannah
PRAY & Lydia PRAY, which was not uncommon in early New
England.

Enos Thayer married Mary DAMON on 16 Apr 1821 in Hanson,
Plymouth, MA [Hanson published vital records]. The marriage
intention* was published in the Bridgewater records on 24 Mar
1821. Mary DAMON was born 21 Mar 1803 in Pembroke,
Plymouth, MA [Pembroke published vital records], daughter of
Elijahn DAMON & Deborah SOPER who were married on 21 Mar
1790 in Pembroke [Pembroke published vital records]. Mary was
baptized in Pembroke on 26 Oct 1806 [Pembroke Church
records].

Enos THAYER lived in the northern part of Bridgewater and
was listed there in the 1820 census prior to his marriage. In the
1830, 1840, 1850,1855 and 1860, he was listed in the census of
North Bridgewater, Plymouth, MA. Each listing was as a farmer.
Enos and Mary had only 4 children. Enos THAYER's will is
recorded in the Plymouth County Wills, Vol. 105, page 210. He
died on 17 May 1865 in North Bridgewater [Massachusetts Vital
Records, Vol. 184, page 297, married @77/1/17.
A transcription of his will follows:
In the name of God, Amen
I Enos Thayer of North Bridgewater in the County of Plymouth
and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Yeoman being infirm in
body, but of sound and disposing mind and memory, do this
twenty ninth day of December A.D. One Thousand eight hundred
and sixty four, make, publish and declare this my last Will and
Testament as follows, viz
First I wish all my debts and charges to be paid
Second | give devise and bequeath to my beloved wife
Mary Thayer all my estate real and personal and annexes of every
name and nature, to have and to hold to her, her heirs and assigns,
to her and their use and to have forever and | hereby appoint her to
be the executrix of this my last Will. In witness whereof | have
hereunto affixed my hand and seal the day and year first above
written.

A e P

= e
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Signed and sealed published and declared as and for his last will
and testament, by the subscriber named Enos Thayer in our
presence, who in his presence and at his request, and in presence
of each hereunto cast our names as

Laban Jackson
Deborah S. Thayer
J. R. Perkins

Witness

The children of Enos and Mary were not listed in the will but were
in the probate. Their four children were all recorded in the Brockton
records:

Enos Washington THAYER born 27 Jun 1821 [Brockton
published vital Records]; married 30 Nov 1845 Randolph, Norfolk,
MA, Elizabeth Louisa FISHER [Randolph Town Records book
A1:85, he of North Bridgewater and she of West Bridgewater]. She
was born 28 Sep 1823 in Attleboro, Bristol, MA, daughter of
Timothy W. FISHER & Betsey PAINE. Enos Washington was a
bookmaker and Jeweler and served in the Civil War as a Captain,
Company C., 26th Regiment of Massachusetts VVolunteer Infantry.
He was wounded in action at Winchester Virginia on 19 Sep 1864
and died of his wounds on 10 Oct 1864 [Massachusetts Vital
Records Vol. 174, page 110]. He was buried in Spring Brook
Cemetery, Mansfield, Bristol, MA. Elizabeth did not remarry and
died in Mansfield 18 Oct 1905 [Massachusetts Vital Records, Vol.
1905/63, page 394] and buried Oct 1905 in Spring Brook Cemetery
with her husband and three of their children. Enos and Elizabeth
had 5 children.

Mary Jane THAYER born 10 Oct 1822 in Brockton [Brockton
published vital records] married 26 Feb 1845 in Lowell, Middlesex,
MA George W. BEARCE [Massachusetts Vital Records Vol. 13,
page 43 by Rev. W. H. Hatch]. George was born 8 Nov 1815 son of
Benjamin and Sophia BEARCE. Mary Jane died 15 Apr 1866 in
Cambridge, Middlesex, MA [Massachusetts Vital Records, Vol.
193, page 89, married, @42]. She was buried in Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery, Pembroke, Plymouth, MA. George remarried 4 Aug 1869
to Delia (DRINKWATER) widow VARNEY, Daughter of William
& Lucy DRINKWATER. George was an Iron Founder and Mary
Jane a Milliner. Mary Jane and George had 5 children.

Jerome THAYER born 13 Feb 1826 Brockton [Brockton published
vital records]. He married 17 Jan 1856 Lawrence, Essex, MA
Matilda Harrington PRESCOTT [Massachusetts Vital Records, Vol.
99, pagel64]. Matilda was born 3 Aug 1826 in Groton, Middlesex,
MA, daughter of John Buckley PRESCOTT & Miranda LORING
[Groton published vital records]. Jerome was a Carpenter and moved
around in southern NH and eastern MA. He died 5 Jan 1916 in
Dedham, Norfolk, MA [Massachusetts Vital Records Vol. 1916/19,
page 1, married @89/10/22. He was buried 8 Jan 1916 in Brookdale
Cemetery, Dedham, MA. Matilda died shortly thereafter on 19 Apr
1916 in Dedham [Massachusetts Vital Records Vol. 1916/19, page
49, widow @89/8/8. She was buried beside her hushband in Brookdale
Cemetery. Jerome and Matilda had 3 children.

Deborah Soper THAYER was born 4 Mar 1831 in Brockton
[Brockton published vital records. She never married and lived with
her parents. She died 1 Jun 1897 in Brockton [Massachusetts Vital
Records Vol. 473, page 619, single. She was buried in Union
Cemetery, Brockton.

O T~

Editor Note: * Marriage intentions were publicly posted documents
listing the proposed marriage of a couple. By publicly posting such
intentions for a prescribed period of time, it gave time for potential
objections to be raised, such as the parents of an underage girl or
spouse of a potential bigamist. These records are a very valuable
geological resource.

Many thanks to Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer. Jerry has been a
frequent contributor to this newsletter with interesting articles of our
ancestors containing good solid genealogical research.

Jerry also handles numerous queries for genealogical information
helping both me, and Patricia Thayer Muno.
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PATRICIA BEGINS THAYER RESEARCH IN 1973

1988 GENERAL THAYER AND PATRICIA JOIN FORCES TO
INCLUDE ALL THAYER DESCENDANTS IN HER QUEST

By Don Muno

Oregon’s Brig. General James Burdett Thayer and author, Patricia
Thayer Muno, first met in the early 1970’s and then joined forces in
1988, 15 years after Patricia had begun her Thayer family research in
September of 1973. While both Jim and Patricia had raised their
families in Oregon, it wasn’t until the Munos moved to Beaverton in
1983 that Patricia’s early research brought the two distant cousins back
together. At that time, they lived only minutes from each other, as
they began what was to become a major genealogical journey.

In March of 1988, the author journeyed to Braintree,
Massachusetts to meet with Braintree Historical Society’s
Overseer/Director Malcolm Chandler Walker and its Historian, H.
Hobart Holly. When it was learned that the only widely available
Thayer genealogy was the 1874 effort by General Bezaleel Thayer,
Patricia asked if she could in any way be of assistance. She offered
to do an index to Bezaleel’s unindexed book, but, as Mr. Holly
cautioned, she would “still end up with a very faulty product” -- this
because nearly every detail in that publication required verification.
She researched and made 40 single-lined pages of lineage
corrections. She then proceeded to inform some of those who had
used Bezaleel’s work to find their own families, that they had been
researching the wrong Thayer connections for generations.
Although difficult, it was a necessary start to beginning a correct
Thayer genealogy. She then addressed the questions of early
Thayer’s in the 1500°’s in Gloucester England.

Immediately after Patricia returned home to Beaverton,
she met with General Thayer and suggested that she had
accumulated “too much Thayer genealogical information that it
would be a shame NOT to share.” At this, Jim suggested that he
would go to Braintree and meet with Mr. Holly and with Philip
Standish Thayer, to “start the ball rolling” in a concentrated effort
to organize a Thayer family association for the purpose of gathering
Thayers together in support of an extended and accurate genealogy
of the respective Thayer families. Within the next three years,
together with the help of the late Raymond Alexander Thayer of
North Quincy, MA, Jim and Patricia laid the necessary ground
work within what resulted in the formation of the Thayer Families
Association, which was officially formalized on 1 January 1991.
Patricia’s recommendations to name the organization Thayer
Families Association, and to have it a surname rather than lineage
organization, which could include all interested, was agreed upon,
along with the nomination and election of officers. In order to
continue to communicate with Thayers whom she had contacted
and who lived throughout the United States, Canada, South
America and elsewhere, a newsletter was set up and planned. In the
spring of 1994 Patricia traveled to Bremerton, Washington to set up
Richard Allen Thayer as Editor of what would become the Thayer
Quarterly newsletter.

H. Hobart Holly of Braintree Historical Society, whom
Patricia had originally met, agreed to lend assistance, along with
Philip Standish Thayer who wrote in BHS’s Sept. 1991 newsletter
“Thayer Family Association Proposed.” Malcolm Walker, then
President of BHS, commented at the time, that “a Thayer Family
Association was long overdue.” All was not accomplished overnight;
the first three years were filled with long discussions as Raymond
Alexander “Rick” Thayer remained in close contact with Patricia
seeking clarification and her recommendations. In what might be

considered the first Thayer newsletter addressed to “Cousins and
Friends” in May 1992 by Philip Standish Thayer, he writes concerning
Patricia’s work: “We are aware of a major computerization project
already underway which is attempting to link more Midwestern and
Western Thayer’s to their New England roots than has ever been
attempted. We are encouraging this project and hope to support it
financially. It already includes over 3500 families!” In Philip’s final
paragraph, he writes: “The organizing committee, James A. Thayer,
William Russell Thayer, Raymond A. Thayer and the undersigned
(Philip Thayer).. ...are encouraged to proceed with the next steps
toward a more formal organization.” (40 individuals responded to
Philip’s questionnaire.)

General James Burdett Thayer and author, Patricia Thayer Muno
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By December of 1992 Philip writes that nearly 200 persons
have indicated an interest in participating and according to Patricia’s
research that there are thousands more out there. Patricia, working
with members of the organizing committee, Rick Thayer in
particular, develops a set of By-laws and sends them out to
members for comment before finalizing. The By-laws call for a
number of board members and officers and the following persons agree
to serve; a questionnaire is included at the bottom of Philip’s letter for
new members to register comments or their desire to add or substitute.

TFA’s first volunteers to serve included: Pres. William
Russell Thayer, NY (our current Pres.); Vice Pres. James Burdett
Thayer, Beaverton, OR (sole living founder); Treasurer, the late
Raymond Alexander Thayer, Quincy, Mass.; Sec. the late Philip
Standish Thayer, Hull, Mass. Five agreed to serve as board members:
Thayer Eldridge, Plympton, Mass.; Catherine Naughton, New York
City; Paul W. Hutchins, Concord, Michigan; Garland J. Thayer,
Missoula, Montana; the late Howard Saville Thayer, North Scituate,
Mass.. Raymond (“Rick”) Thayer sent out a letter on Feb. 10, 1993 of
newly elected TFA secretary, and founder Philip Standish Thayer’s
unexpected death following major heart surgery in Boston. Rick
temporarily takes on Philip’s secretary role and writes new
membership on May 6, 1993 in order to finish unfinished business of
dues, date of next meeting quarterly or bi-annual meeting, exploring
possibility of regional membership committees; Thayer Eldridge
volunteers to take over TFA secretary role for a time. TFA’s first
official meeting is held Sept. 1993 in Quincy where the Sec. and
Treas. is combined and Rick becomes both Secretary and Treasurer.
Patricia is made TFA’s official Historian/Genealogist. Rick
mentions that “eventual publication of a Thayer families genealogy,
one of our main reasons for existing.” (Vol.1 No.2 TFA Newsletter)

The second Thayer Quarterly is published spring 1994 where
an article on Patricia is featured. Her (then) 33,000 and growing
lineage-linked individual Thayers with 10,000 unplaced forms the base
of her massive files. She estimates she has spent $30,000 from her
beginning to 1994 on research. “Although Patricia is our
Historian/Genealogist she retains the copyright to her books and will
continue her Thayer Pedigree Referral Service,” according to Rick
Thayer.

Along with Gen. James B. Thayer, Rick Thayer and Philip
Thayer three others became very strong early supporters of Patricia and
the young TFA. They included: the late Paul Goodwin Thayer of
Staunton, VA and the late John Garland Thayer of Gray, TN (Garland
died Mon. March 30, 2015); and Albert Thayer Morton of Penfield,
NY.

It is now June 2015 and this special cousin relationship
between Patricia and General Thayer has culminated in a 42 year
“labor of love for the Thayer Family,” which has been extended to all
Thayers, and continues for Patricia and General Thayer to the present
day. Without Jim’s continued support, both moral and financial, and
without Patricia’s decades of endless ongoing efforts, this journey may
have had a much shorter destination. At this time, Patricia’s efforts
now have resulted in the documentation of over 75,000 lineage-linked
Thayers.

Early researchers had attempted to find the origins of the
early immigrants with mixed results. After spending nearly two years
creating a detailed errata of General Bezaleel’s 1874 efforts, Patricia
returned to her own research and set out to research the Thayer’s
beginnings, which she published in 1995. The first published Thayer
effort of Patricia’s early English research later became A
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America: The
Thayer — Tayer — Theyer Families of Gloucestershire, England
from 1500-1660, Vol 1,133pp.(1995); which was followed by
Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660;
Vol. 11, 292pp. (2000); Descendants of Richard Thayer, Immigrant
to America 1641 Through His Grandson Richard®*?*, Vol. III,

393pp. (2003); Descendants of Richard Thayer, Immigrant to
America 1641 Through His Grandsons Nathaniel*(Richard®*) and
Cornelius® (Richard2-1), Vol. V. 824pp. (2005); Descendants of
Thomas Thayer, immigrant to America 1637, Through His Son
Thomas?and Grandsons Jonathan® (Ferdinando®) and Thomas®
(Ferdinando?),Vol. V, 812pp. (2011); and now Descendants of
Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637, Through his Son
Ferdinando and His Grandsons Samuel® (Ferdinando?) and Josiah®
(Ferdinando?) Vol.VI, 500+pp. (2015). This second volume of
Thomas Thayer’s descendants will be followed by FOUR more
volumes of his descendants, which, when completed, will comprise a
set of eleven volumes of the “Comprehensive.” The final volume
(eleventh) will include all Thayers remaining and yet to be linked.
And perhaps last, a combined index for the complete set not yet
determined could be a volume XI. (Should we live that long!)

Over the years, wonderful family reunions have brought
Thayers together and created extended family links across the United
States. The reunion of 2006 in Salt Lake City was a full one year
effort of Patricia and Don to bridge the gap between Thayers
from California to Boston and beyond. It will be a lasting
memory for the 220 who attended. It is hoped that TFA will
continue long after Patricia’s genealogical journey ends. The
hardest part of getting to know Thayer cousins from far and
wide is to have to say goodbye after they pass on.

OO T~

Survey! Survey!
By Richard A. Thayer, Editor

I have had an idea for some time now that | would like our readers to
respond to. With all the digital information on line, why not put our
Thayer lineage on line?

There would be security concerns, of course. For instance, your date
of birth and mother’s maiden name are two out of three items needed
to steal your identity (the third being your Social Security number).
We could have a policy that we list only the year, or no birth date, and
no mother’s maiden names for living persons. We might also consider
if our siblings and children want their information posted.

I have checked with TFA Webmaster, James L. Thayer, who reports
there is enough room on the web site to do this.

So, | ask my readers the following two questions (you do not need to
be a TFA member to participate):

e Would you be willing to submit your lineage to be posted on
the TFA website? Yes/No.

e Any ideas, suggestions, or comments?

I will publish the results of the survey in a future issue of this
newsletter. If | receive too many comments, | may summarize
individual comments, such as: 22 people did not want their
information published by a parent or sibling, 18 people thought the
security risk was too high, etc.

Write: rickthayer@aol.com
Richard A. Thayer
3792 Schultz RD NW
Bremerton, WA 98312
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The Life of David Halsey Thayer
By Jill Macklem

David Halsey Thayer entered this world on Feb 11, 1843 in
Walpole, Ontario, Canada, the fourth child of Simeon Thayer and
Emmarilla (Pattison) Thayer. His birth is recorded in his baptismal
record as well as a book called “Memorial of the Thayer Name”
*written by Bezaleel Thayer in 1874. This book is known to have
some inaccuracies in its details; however, the details of David
Halsey’s birth are backed up in his baptismal record. | am still
pursuing finding an actual birth record, as well as awaiting the
publishing of a new genealogy book to be published in the next
several months by the Thayer Family Association. “Memorial of
the Thayer Name” page 361, you can see David Halsey listed as the
fourth child of Simeon Thayer.

Note several errors: David Halsey’s mother is listed as
Emmarilla Patterson, rather than Pattison. Also, the family settled
in Sanilac Co, Michigan, not Sinclair. Finally, it neglects to
mention that before settling in Sanilac, Co, they lived in Ontario,
Canada, and it’s in Ontario where many (including David Halsey)
of their children are born.

It’s worth taking note for future reference Byron Lafayette
Thayer, whose name will be passed down to my great-grandfather,
Francis Lafayette Thayer. Also, Nelson Oliver Thayer is
presumably named after Emmarilla Pattison’s father, Oliver
Pattison. And little Francis Eli Thayer, who died (apparently)
around 3 months of age, has a name that also lives on in my great
grandfather, Francis Lafayette Thayer, as well as my grandfather,
John Francis Thayer, as well as my uncle Frederick Francis Thayer.
The names of and ‘Franklin’/*Francis’ and ‘Lafayette’ are frequent
in the Thayer tree and more research is required in this area. In
addition, there will be another mention of both of these names later
when discussing the children of David Halsey.

It’s also worth noting that Simeon Thayer’s father was hamed
David Thayer. Presumably, this is whom David Halsey was
named after. However, David Halsey will go through life using the
name “Halsey” for the most part, rather than David. 1 am still
searching for the origins of “Halsey”.

On May 23, 1844, David Halsey was baptized in the Wesleyan
Methadist Church in Walpole, Ontario. The very fact that this
could be found is a story in and of itself. This is the story (at this
time, 1 don’t have a way of verifying the story):

About 1996 Ida Reed decided she would like to have something to
do at home in her spare time, so she purchased the four reels
containing the Wesleyan Methodist Baptismal Register. It took her
at least two years of continually transcribing from the machine to
the computer, at all hours of the day. She bought her own microfilm
reader in order to do this. A while ago she decided to make this
transcription available to all researchers, and I am happy to say
she has allowed me the privilege of adding it to my site. I hope you
find some of your missing ancestors listed among the 101,461
records included here on almost 1800 pages.

Because of Ida Reed’s efforts in transcribing over 100,000
records (1), an ‘index’ is available for all persons baptized at
Wesleyan Methodist Church in Walpole, Ontario. It’s important to
keep in mind that this ‘index’ has two levels of error: the original
person writing down the record could have misspelled names, and
Ms. Reed could have misread/mistyped them when transcribing
them. Despite these difficulties, David Halsey appears. However,
he appears as “David Hoby Theyr”. But we can be assured this is
David Halsey for two reasons: his parents are listed as Simeon and
Emerilla, and on the same day, his brother (listed as Simeon
Martin Theyr) is also baptized.

It’s further interesting that David Halsey and Simeon Martin were
born nearly two years apart yet baptized on the same day in 1844,
Nearly six years later in October of 1850, the next two children
born, Esther Ann and William Henry where also baptized on the
same day. Why were David Halsey/Simeon Martin and Esther
Ann/William Henry baptized on the same day despite the fact that
they were born years apart? Was it hard to get to the church? Were
they just not that regular at the church? We may never know.

Further, no baptismal records in this index have been found for
Zelia Diane or Nelson Oliver — does this mean they moved to
Walpole, Canada after both were already baptized elsewhere?
Probably. And this notion is backed up by the fact that in the
record, Simeon Martin is listed as being born in Crowland (which is
another township in Ontario), not Walpole like David Halsey.

Likewise, Byron Lafayette and George Washington also do not
appear in this record, indicating they moved away from Walpole,
Canada before these two children were baptized.

In 1851, David Halsey appears on the 1851 Canadian Census for
Walpole Township, Ontario Canada. The family is listed with the
surname “Thair” and David Halsey is listed as “Halsy” But taken
together with his parents and siblings, this is clearly them. Why is
it misspelled so badly? Did Simeon (the father) not know how to
read and therefore not correct the record? Did he not see what was
being written down? Again, we may never know. Nevertheless,
with this record, we can be fairly certain they lived in Walpole
Canada in 1851.

It’s also interesting to note that Simeon, Emmarilla, and Zelia (the
dad, mom, and oldest sister of David Halsey) are all born in the
United States. This may help further investigation into the parents
by narrowing the time frame for immigration records into Canada.

Sometime in this age rage, sometime between 1853 and 1856,
David Halsey’s parents moved the family from Ontario, Canada, to
Michigan, eventually settling in Sanilac Co, Michigan, US. Various
records have conflicting dates. But they all agree it was in this
timeframe. This record is from a book called “Pattison, Frink, and
Allied Families”. It is a genealogical record written by the
children of Martin Thayer (David Halsey’s brother). In this book is
the following account of Simeon Martin, David Halsey’s father:

Simeon Thayer, son of David and Hester (Ackerman) Thayer, was
born at Providence, Saratoga County, New York, August 14, 1814,
and died September 8, 1863. He settled in Cameron, Steuben
County, New York, and later, in 1853, removed to Sanilac County,
Michigan. The territory was at this time but sparsely settled and no
school house or church had yet been built. The home of Simeon
Thayer was used for divine worship, the family being devout
Christians.

In addition, we see these descriptions from the obituaries of David
Halsey’s siblings. First, from Byron Lafayette’s obit:

His father, Simeon Thayer, settled in Delaware township in 1854
when the township was a wilderness.

And a more detailed description of the move from Ontario to
Michigan from the obituary of David Halsey’s sister, Ether Ann
(Thayer) Abbott (note, it talks about when Esther Ann was 8; at
this time David Halsey would have been 10 or 11):

In 1853 when Esther Ann was eight years old, the parents
removed from Ontario to Michigan, settling in Amdore (Worth
Township) Southern Sanilac county for the first winter. Sometime in
1855 the family came from Amadore to the northern part of the
county. This 35 mile trip was over trails so narrow that the trees
had to be felled in places to let the oxen and wagons through. The
new homestead was taken up in Delaware township, where Mrs.
Abbott’s brother, Byron L. Thayer, lived until his death in
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November, 1932. There were no churches in this part of the country
in the 1850’s and the coming of an itinerating minister was and
event in the life of the neighborhood. A printed record of those days
states that ““the home of Simeon Thayer was used for divine
worship, the family being devout Christians.”” In such and
atmosphere of hospitality to the message and the sesseners of
Christ, Esther Ann and the other children grew up.

Regardless of the exact date... think about the actual circumstances.

No schools. No churches. And apparently few roads. This
probably means little government. Michigan became a state in 1837
(16-19 years before David Halsey’s arrival), so ‘territory” wasn’t
quite accurate, but statehood is still new, and regardless, the land is
clearly not fully settled yet. So various questions arise: if there
were no schools, where did David Halsey and his siblings get their
education? Did they get an education? What was it like to have
their home be a place of worship? For me, personally, trying to
imagine this life is.... well, it’s hard to imagine, but fascinating.

The next we see of David Halsey is in the 1860 United States
Census. By this time, David Halsey’s family has been fully
established in Delaware township, Sanilac County, Michigan, where
David Halsey will stay pretty much for the rest of his life.

The tradition of mangling poor David Halsey’s name continues, as
he is listed as “Daniel” in the 1860 Census. We can also see that
his older siblings (Zelia Diane, Nelson Oliver, and Simeon Martin)
have left the household by this time. Also interesting is the absence
of Esther Ann (his younger sister who would be around 15 in 1860).
It turns out she married in  June of 1860 (yes, at the age of ~15).
Being married at 15 is not unheard of... as will be shown in David
Halsey’s own life. Note, the 1900 Census indicates that the family
entered the United States in 1856. As we’ve seen, one of his sister’s
obituaries (Esther Ann’s) indicates that the family came to the
United States in 1853 and another obituary (Byron’s) stated they
came to the US in 1854. Which date is accurate is subject to further
investigation. However, in the above record it indicates George was
6 years old in 1860 and was born in Canada...so, the family was
still in Canada in 1854, shedding doubt to the 1853 reference at least.

Sometime before the tender age of 21, David Halsey’s father
died. In 1864 Michigan had a census and in it, Emmarilla (David
Halsey’s mother) is listed, but absent is Simeon Thayer (David
Halsey’s father).

In this census, Emmarilla Thayer is listed as a Female “Over 40
and Under 75”). Next on the list is Nelson O. Thayer (David
Halsey’s brother), apparently still living at home and listed as “Over
21 and under 45”. Then comes David Halsey, also still living at
home apparently, listed as “Over 10 and under 21”. Then are “3
Children”, all males over 10 and under presumably these are his
brothers William Henry, Byron Lafayette, and George Washington.
I am not sure why no occupations were listed for Nelson and David
Halsey, one assumes they took over operation on their father’s farm,
but that is only assumption at this point.

A couple things happened to David Halsey at the age of 24, in
1867. First, he was initiated into Lodge #215 of the Free Masons in
Cato, Michigan on May 18, 1867. | have an image of a card on file
at the Michigan Masonic History Museum.

The historian (Rick Williams) of the museum indicated to me that
the lodge was founded in January of 1867, which would indicate
David Halsey was an early member. He was elevated to 3rd degree
Mason (Master Mason) on July 4" of 1868. It’s not clear why the
date of when he became a second degree mason isn’t recorded. Mr.
Williams also informed me that the Cato lodge no longer exists (it
has been merged with other lodges) so it’s not clear if further
information exists on his membership. Also, his membership in
the Masons was suspended in 1880 for “N.P.D” which is Non
Payment of Dues. Mr. Williams indicated to me this wasn’t

necessarily infrequent — that when times were lean, the brothers of
the fraternity were told that family and job came first during lean
times, and the lodge came last. So if David Halsey just couldn’t
afford to pay, then he was actually sort of instructed not to — to put
his family first, instead. But at this time it is ultimately unknown
why he didn’t pay. He did have a Masonic symbol on his grave
stone, though, indicating he had an affinity towards the fraternity.
So | have to assume he didn’t pay his dues NOT because he didn’t
like the Masons, but because there was some other compelling
reason. But, aside from joining the Masons, (and also, speaking of
getting married at 15) David Halsey’s other major life event in
1867 was getting married to Catherine “Kate” or “Katie” Hunt on
November 27, 1867. He was 24, she was 15.

One note on this record, | see David Halsey once again is
playing hard to find by changing his recorded name frequently in
the various records in which he appears. In this, his marriage
record, he appears as “David H. Thayer”. Also note that one of the
witnesses was Martin Thayer, David Halsey’s brother.

As for David Halsey’s wife, Kate, from what I’ve found so far,
Kate Hunt was born in England (confirmed by the record above)
and her family moved to Sanilac County Michigan in the 1850’s,
and they perhaps owned a farm not too far from the Thayer farm.

I also know from Kate Hunt’s obituary that she was an active and
respected member of the Order of the Eastern Star, which is related
to the Masons. Tracing Kate Hunt’s history is still to be done.

Just a couple of years after his marriage to Kate Hunt, with no
children yet, David Halsey takes advantage of the Land Act of
1820 which allowed people to purchase land in the “west” of the
United States in smaller parcels and at lower prices than before.
He bought ~124 acres of land in Sanilac County on which to farm.
I have the U.S. Bureau of Land Management on-line record and an
image of the actual document used to transfer the land to David
Halsey. Note, there are similar land grants for Byron Lafayette
Thayer, David Halsey’s brother, around this time and in the same
general area. | am taken with the fact that the family has really
stuck together in the same general area.

The next record of David Halsey is in the 1870 U.S. Census.
There is a lot of very interesting information about David Halsey in
this census.

David Halsey appears to live in neighboring houses with his
mother, as well as two of his brothers, since “Amarilla” Thayer
(mother), Martin (aka Simeon Martin) Thayer, and Nelson (aka
Nelson Oliver) Thayer are listed as head of households directly
before and after David Halsey Thayer on the census record.

David Halsey (and all his brothers) are farmers. Their wives stay
home and ‘keep house’.

‘Amarilla’ (aka Emmarilla) Thayer is listed as the head of a
household, indicating again that David Halsey’s
father, Simeon, has died. David Halsey’s youngest brothers,
Byron Lafayette and George Washington, still live at home with
their mother.

David Halsey at this time has one child, Franklin A who,
according to the census, was born in February of 1870 and is 3
months old at the time of this census. This is noteworthy for the
name ‘Franklin’, which | stated isa name along with ‘Francis’
that appears fairly often in the Thayer tree, but also because
little Franklin A doesn’t appear in the next census, but Arthur
F. does. Presumably Franklin A is the same as Arthur F.

David Halsey was fruitful and multiplied between the 1870 and
1880 Census. In the 1880 Census, he’s still living in Delaware
Township, Michigan, but has many more children than 10 years
ago.
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His children are now Arthur, Clara, Eva, Annie, and Francis.
Among these names in this census record, the most notable for my
personal history, at least, is the appearance of “Francis L” (aka
Francis Lafayette), aged 3 (appearing last in the image above). He
is my great-grandfather. Also, as stated in the previous section,
Arthur F is listed — this is presumably the ‘Franklin A’ listed in the
1870 census.

What’s also notable is the mangling of David Halsey’s name
continues once again, appearing in most indexes that websites like
ancestry.com and others use as “Hulsey”, which is completely
understandable since that’s what it really looks like in the census
record.

In other 1880 news, it is in this year that David Halsey’s
membership in the Masons was suspended for non-payment of
dues. Perhaps all the children at home took a financial toll? At this
time, I just don’t know.

NOTE: this is 20 years after the last census. Unfortunately, the
1890 United States census was destroyed almost in its entirety in a
fire and the vast majority of records were lost. As such, while we
have census records for David Halsey in 1880 and 1900, there is
nothing for 1890 (that I have found yet). NOTE: Michigan had
censuses in 1884 and 1894, but 1’ve yet to locate David Halsey on
them (though, admittedly, | haven’t tried that hard yet)

Nevertheless, by the time David is 57 in 1900, 20 years since his
last record, he continues to live in Delaware Township of
Michigan. One presumes he’s been there since 1880. By now his
oldest child, Arthur, has moved out (or died; in any case he’s not
listed in the census) and David Halsey has added two more children
after Francis L. (my great-grandfather). Also, Francis L is 24 now,
but apparently still living as home helping out on the farm (Francis
L’s profession is listed as Farm Laborer).

Sadly, it was only 4 years after that 1900 Census that David Halsey
passes away at the age of 61, which would mean his youngest
child, Edna, was 16 when he died. There are a number of
interesting things about his death, however.

First, he died in Duluth, Minnesota. What was he doing in
Duluth? 1 find it unlikely that he’d live with his family in
Michigan for 40 years and then suddenly up and left them. Was he
visiting someone in Duluth? Or had he really moved there? | have
not obtained his death certificate (which will most likely not
indicate what he was doing in Duluth, but a listed cause of death
might indicate if it was unexpected or traumatic). However, there is
this small notice in the Duluth Paper. What is of note here is that
they give an address for him, like he lived there. Did he really live
there or was he visiting someone who lived there? This is to be
explored. Also, it says his body was removed to “Dowington” for
internment. | assume that’s either Delaware Township (where his
wife and family still lived) or Downing Cemetery in Deckerville,
MI, where he is actually buried.

Second, there’s a fascinating little mention of David Halsey’s
death is this little blurb in THE MINING GAZETTE of Houghton
Michigan (transcribed/digitized by contributors of the Michigan
Family History Network), listed under “Deaths”:

1904 April 19 Tuesday- Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. SMITH of
Laurium, left yesterday for Palms, Michigan, in Southern
Michigan, to attend the funeral of Mr. SMITH's brother-in-law,
Halsey THAYER, who died Saturday in Duluth, Minnesota and the
body was taken to Palms.

First of all, I find it fascinating that a paper would report on
someone leaving to attend a funeral at all. Second, clearly Charles
H. Smith is the husband of one of David Halsey’s sisters, but I’'m
not yet sure which one. Lastly, | am again taken by the family
aspect to this, that the siblings would gather for David Halsey’s
funeral.

Lastly, David Halsey’s tombstone (pictured), contains a Masonic
symbol on it and he is also interred with his wife, Kate (Hunt)
Thayer, who died a number of years after him. The fact that he had
the Masonic symbol makes me wonder again why he let his
membership lapse and the fact that he was buried with his wife
makes me also again wonder what he was doing in Duluth, since
he was still close enough with his wife for them to be buried
together. Perhaps he was visiting his brother, Simeon Martin, who
lived in Minnesota. Simeon Martin was extremely successful (and
wealthy) lumberman and miner at the time in Minnesota — perhaps
David Halsey had gotten a job from his brother? Not sure we’ll
ever know. But I can keep looking.

I will continue my quest to learn more about my Great-Great-
Grandfather, David Halsey Thayer; son, farmer, brother, husband,
father, Mason.

Jill writes: “My name is Jill Macklem, my mom is Judy Kay
(Thayer) Macklem. I have recently become interested in
genealogy and family history research and was excited to find the
Thayer Family Association.”

Editor Notes:
David Halsey Thayer’s lineage is: David Halsey®, Simeon
Martin®, David’, Reuben®, Isaac®*, Ferdinando? Thomas®.

*We no longer consider this book accurate and discourage
anyone from thinking so. TFA Historian/Genealogist Patrica
Thayer Muno has corrected numerous errors in this book and is
considered to have the most accurate information on Thayer
genealogy.

OO T~
QUERY

I belong to the Unplaced Thayer's. My great grandfather was
George Willis Thayer (b Sep 19, 1848 in NY). According to his
death cert he was the son of Willis Thayer & Maria Wing. | know
that Maria Wing had married Horace Richardson by 1851 & was
living in Oswego, NY. | don't know if Maria was ever married to
Willis (or Willard) or if it was just a relationship as I cannot find
any marriage info or any 1850 census. Maria & Horace had moved
to Michigan by the 1860 census. My line is Patience Thayer Lowry,
Ralph, Frank, George W & Willis/Willard.

Pat Thayer Lowry plowry02@yahoo.com Page 12
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Nancy Thayer, Author
By Richard A. Thayer, Editor

Nancy Thayer

Well folks, I have to credit my wife Kathy for this one. Sitting in
our recliners, Kathy asked if | knew about the author Nancy Thayer
and asked if we had ever done a story on her. | checked the Complete
Name Index to The Thayer Quarterly and found we had yet to write
about Nancy.

Kathy took the initiative to email Nancy and received a very cordial
reply with the following information.

“It's so nice of you to write me about this. My maiden name was
Wright, and when | was 20, | married Lee Thayer in Kansas City,
Kansas. We had two children, and were divorced. By then, my
children's last names were, of course, Thayer, and my first two
novels were published under the name Nancy Thayer, so it seemed
fine to keep that name. Five years later | remarried.

My ex-husband, Lee Osborne Thayer, lives in North Carolina
with his wife. You might want to contact him--you could email our
daughter, who's married name is now Sam Forbes. She's also a
writer by the name Samantha Wilde--isn't this complicated?
Anyway, Sam has his address. | have been married for 31 years to
Charley Walters, and we've lived on this (Nantucket) island for all
that time. | think the Thayer Family Association is a wonderful
idea, and | think my daughter would be interested in it.

Since my writing name is Nancy Thayer and my married name is
Nancy Walters, | don't think | am a "real" Thayer and probably
shouldn't take part in your newsletter. But I'm grateful that you
wrote.” Nancy Thayer

Nancy Thayer is the author of twenty-seven novels, including
Island Christmas, Nantucket Sisters, A Nantucket Christmas, Island
Girls, Summer House, The Hot Flash Club, and twelve other novels
available as ereaders. Her novel The Guest Cottage came out in May
of 2015.

Her website is www.nancythayer.com Her fan page is on
Facebook under Nancy Thayer Author, where she posts daily, as she
does on her website.

Her books concern the mysteries and romance of families and
relationships: marriage and friendships, divorce and love, custody
and step parenting, family secrets and private self-affirmation, the
quest for independence and the normal human hunger for personal
connections.

Nancy Thayer’s work has been translated into many languages,
including German, Finnish, Hebrew, Russian, Turkish, French,
Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch, Serbo-Croatian, Swedish, Danish, and
Polish. Her novels have been condensed or excerpted in several
literary reviews and magazines, including Redbook and Good
Housekeeping, England's Cosmopolitan, Holland's Viva, and South
Africa's Personality.

Nancy Thayer has a B.A. and M.A. in English literature
from the University of Missouri at Kansas City. She was a Fellow
at the Breadloaf Writers” Conference. She has lived on Nantucket
Island year-round for twenty-eight years with her husband Charley
Walters. Her daughter is the novelist Samantha Wilde.

Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer provided the following
information. Lee Osborne Thayer is in our unplaced files meaning
we do not have his lineage back to one of the original Thayer
immigrants.

* Lee Osborne Thayer born 18 Dec1927 in Douglas County, KS
son of Garrett Osborne Thayer (1903-1948) & Ruth Ray 1903-
1989)

* Garrett Osborne Thayer son of William Arthur Thayer (1870-
1959) & Paula Alberta Lance (1877-1942)

* William Arthur Thayer son of John Perry Thayer (1846-1920) &
Louisa C. Roth (1850-1934)

* John Perry Thayer son of John G. Thayer (1792-1854) & Mary
Davis (1815-1875)

Lee Osbhorne Thayer divorced Nancy Lee Wright 5 Jun 1980 in

Racine, W1 he married third Suzanne K. Moles on 27 Apr 1986 in
Racine, WI. Nancy married in 1984 to Charley Walters.

O Y~
STORIES NEEDED

Folks, this newsletter does not happen without your input! I have
to “sweat it out” each quarter waiting for enough information to fill
these pages. You have seen the type of information we like, from
the ancient to the current. We like to include the genealogy if it is
available. If you are stumped by your THAYER research, perhaps a
query such as the one on page 12 will get you some help.

Have an idea and not sure if a story has been done already?
Check out the Complete Name Index to this newsletter. This index
lists every occurrence of every name that appears in this newsletter.
At last count, before entering this issue, the index stood at 23,142
entries! Be sure to read the introduction to understand how to use
the index. You can find the index on line at the following link:

http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/04/TTQ_INDEX.pdf

Have an idea or material for a story but don’t want to write it?
Send me your ideas, photographs, and material and | will put it
together in a story.

Richard A. Thayer
3792 Schultz RD NW
Bremerton, WA 98312

rickthayer@aol.com

Page 13


http://www.nancythayer.com/

Volume VI: A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of
America - Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637,
Through his son Ferdinando and His Grandsons, Samuel and Josiah is
going to press this year — 2015.

Volume VI of the “Comprehensive” is a labor of love which has been 42 years in the making. It
is coming along nicely and will be available within the next few months. Notification will
following with a request for presale orders. Think “Christmas gifting” now.

In this volume: The genealogical and biographical information of the descendants of Thomas Thayer, the 1637

Immigrant to America - through his son Ferdinando —and thereafter follows 14 Generations of descendants of
Ferdinando's son, Samuel THAYER and wife Mary BUTTERFIELD; and his son Josiah THAYER and wife

Sarah BASS. Represented in Volume VI are 2064 THAYERS in over 570 families, with over 1088 different
surnames. Numerous antiquated Thayer photos will also be included in this volume. Volume VI is expected to be
over 500 pages. Book ordering information will be posted in a forthcoming Thayer Quarterly newsletter. Please
send questions directly to the Author: Patricia Thayer Muno: TriciaMuno@aol.com. Please put “THAYER” in the
subject heading.

Here are some of the highlights of Volume VI:
Who’s Who in Volume VI1?

Who was warned out of town in the 1700°s? Who shot and killed his wife and then turned the gun on himself? Who
was a friend of the Mexican revolutionary Poncho Villa? What relative received a Nobel Prize for research in
medicine? Who was the early Thayer man who hung himself? Who committed suicide by train when confronted with
incurable TB? Whose Civil War baby dress is kept as a family memento? Which Thayer had a chance meeting with
the outlaw Jesse James? Which Thayer “never washed his face or combed his hair”? Which Thayers descend from
the man who purchased the Island of Nantucket in 1635? Who was killed by a drunken driver while waiting for a bus?
What Thayer was a buddy with the first US Astronauts? Who fought in the Black Hawk Indian War? Which Thayers
are direct descendants of the Pilgrim Roger Williams who in 1636 founded Providence Plantation in Rhode Island?
What child died in her mother’s arms of Pneumonia? What Thayer was a cook on a chuck wagon? Who died of
injuries while trying to ride an unbroken pony? Which Thayers got married on a train? Who was a close relative of
Napoleon Bonaparte? Who was the inventor of Thayer’s Liver Pills? Which Thayers were married in the Little Brown
Church In The Vale? Which Thayers were fifers during the Civil War? Which Thayer would read Shakespeare during
the long winter nights on his farm?

Below is a listing of the heads of families for the first FIVE generations of descendants of Samuel® and Josiah®
(Ferdinando? Thomas1) THAYER.

Descendants of Samuel (Ferdinando?, Thomas!) THAYER:

Abner THAYER (b.20 Oct 1737-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.29 Nov 1759;d.30 Oct 1787)

sp: Silence THAYER (b.25 May 1740-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.14 Oct 1775)
Abner W. THAYER (b.8 Apr 1824-,Randolph,NC;d.8 Jan 1859)

sp: Nancy WALKER (b.12 May 1831-Trinity,Randolph,NC;m.21 Jul 1847;d.12 Feb 1893)
Ariel THAYER (b.5 Aug 1784-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.27 Jan 1857)

sp: Sylvia WHITE (b.24 Nov 1789-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.17 Nov 1808;d.5 Dec 1839)
Benjamin THAYER (b.11 Sep 1709-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.Bef May 1761)

sp: Mercy WILKINSON (b.12 Dec 1705- Providence,Providence,RIl;m.24 Aug 1727;d. 1796)
Benjamin THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.3 Jan 1756-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.24 Sep 1811)

sp: Elizabeth COOK (b.25 Apr 1757-Cumberland,Providence,RI;m. p 1779;d.10 Apr 1844)
Benjamin THAYER (b.1766-Providence,Providence,RI;d.21 Jun 1809)

sp: Nancy STEVENS (b.Abt 1773;m.30 Nov 1794)
Benjamin M. THAYER (b.1809-,Randolph,NC;d.15 Sep 1864) Page 14
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sp: Cynthia WRAY (b.4 Aug 1819-,Randolph,NC;m.8 Oct 1835;d.28 Jan 1911)
Daniel R. THAYER (b.25 May 1786-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.1866)

sp: Bethiah YATES (b.Abt 1791-Vershire,Orange,VT;m.1807;d.25 Dec 1851)
David Daniels THAYER (b.1 Mar 1804-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.13 Jul 1846)

sp: Mary Ann DUNN (b.Abt 1811-,,OH;m.25 Nov 1831)
Davis White THAYER (b.9 Feb 1795-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.4 Oct 1856)

sp: Elizabeth MACY (b.8 Jun 1800-,Washington, TN;m.30 Dec 1820;d.5 Feb 1873)
Gideon THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.5 Nov 1753-Smithfield,Providence,RI1;d.20 Feb 1836)

sp: Maribah WILCOX (b.6 May 1759-Smithfield,Providence,RIl;m. 1776;d.25 Mar 1816)
Gideon THAYER (b.29 Oct 1795-Gainesville, Wyoming,NY ;d.Aft 1860)

sp: Anna DODGE (b.Abt 1798-,Herkimer,NY;m.16 Sep 1816)
Horatio Nelson THAYER (b.Abt 1803-Boston,Suffolk,MA;d.12 Nov 1860)

sp: Henrietta BEARSE (b.22 Aug 1816-Yarmouth,Barnstable, MA;m.Abt 1845;d.1893)
Ichabod THAYER (b.1764-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.25 Aug 1826)

sp: Eunice HILL (b.17 Dec 1765-Sherborn,Middlesex,MA;m.23 Jan 1792;d.26 Oct 1864)
Ichabod THAYER (b.19 Feb 1806-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.18 Jun 1840)

sp: Lydia MACY (b.29 Mar 1811-Jonesborough,Washington, TN;m.Oct 1829;d.21 Jul 1885)
James THAYER (b.Abt 1775-of Providence,R1;d.1834)

sp: Nancy NANCE (b.Abt 1780-,,VA;m.Abt 1799;d.1856)
James THAYER (b.20 Jan 1814-,Randolph,NC;d.24 May 1881)

sp: Anna SNIDER (b.16 Nov 1820-of,Randolph,NC;m.15 Feb 1841;d.17 Jul 1904)
Joseph THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.3 Dec 1727-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.21 May 1777)

sp: Abigail COOK (b.1 Nov 1731-Bellingham,Norfolk, MA;m.12 Mar 1752;d.26 Dec 1817)
Joseph THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.16 Jun 1754-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.13 Jul 1821)

sp: Phebe COOK (b.15 Jan 1755-Cumberland,Providence,RI;m.28 May 1778;d.12 Jan 1843)
Joseph THAYER (b.Jul 1707-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.14 Feb 1734)

sp: Hannah HAYWARD (b.Abt 1707-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.20 Aug 1727;d.1772)
Joseph THAYER (b.2 Nov 1780-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.20 Jul 1839)

sp: Hopestill WHITE (b.9 Apr 1787-Milford,Worcester, MA;m.27 May 1807;d.6 May 1863)
Laban THAYER (b.7 Dec 1792-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.10 Apr 1877)

sp: Joanna COOK (b.12 Jun 1793-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.20 Jan 1817;d.21 Jul 1865)
Nahum THAYER (b.6 Apr 1768-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.22 Jun 1814)

sp: Mercy DANIELS (b.Abt 1774-(of) Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.23 Jun 1791;d.14 Sep 1857)
Nahum THAYER (b.17 Mar 1796-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.4 Sep 1840)

sp: Sarah WARNER (b.Abt 1800-(of) Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.13 Sep 1818;d.8 Jan 1831)
Nicholas THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.7 Mar 1758-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.12 Apr 1818)

sp: Judith COOK (b.19 Jan 1759-Cumberland,Providence,RI;m.16 Nov 1783;d.9 Dec 1843)
Nicholas THAYER (b.19 Jun 1790-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.4 Jun 1873)

sp: Rachel THAYER (b.2 Feb 1797-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m. 1818;d.10 Feb 1874)
Otis THAYER (b.10 Mar 1789-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.22 Jul 1871)

sp: Mercy PAINE (b.2 Aug 1796-Smithfield,Providence,RI;m.31 Dec 1812;d.5 Jun 1861)
Reuben THAYER (b.21 Mar 1779-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.5 Jul 1865)

sp: Chloe WHITE (b.4 Oct 1784-Blackstone,Worcester, MA;m.28 Mar 1805;d.21 May 1865)
Samuel THAYER (b.16 Feb 1666-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.19 Dec 1721)

sp: Mary BUTTERWORTH (b.Abt 1670-(of) Rehoboth,Bristol, MA;m.Abt 1690;d.Abt 1727)
Samuel THAYER (b.5 Dec 1691-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.Bef 20 May 1761)

sp: Rachel ALDRICH (b.27 Dec 1694-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.13 Mar 1716;d.1766)
Samuel THAYER (b.5 Dec 1734-Mendon,Worcester,MA)

sp: Mary TURPIN (b.Abt 1730-Providence,Providence,RI;m.Abt 1763;d.Aft 1772)
Samuel THAYER (b.10 Apr 1799-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.10 Nov 1881)

sp: Keziah TURNER (b.Apr 1804-Blackstone,Worcester, MA;m.23 May 1824;d.28 Oct 1877)
Samuel THAYER (b.22 Apr 1803-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.27 Jun 1863)

sp: Mary Ann CLARK (b.Abt 1804-(of) Suffield,Hartford,CT;m.30 Sep 1821)

sp: Hannah TERRY (b.Abt 1810-Enfield,Hartford,CT;m.20 Apr 1854)
Thomas THAYER (b.Abt 1767-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.10 Jun 1814)

sp: Rebecca WHITE (b.Abt 1776-(of) Smithfield,Providence,RI;m.22 Dec 1793;d.3 Mar 1852)
Thomas Williams THAYER (b.14 Feb 1797-Providence,Providence,R1;d.7 Apr 1847)

sp: Susan A. BRODIE (b.1798-Charleston,Charleston,SC;m.1819;d.22 Apr 1882)
Welcome THAYER (Lt.) (b.14 Aug 1786-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.2 Jul 1871)

sp: Sally ADAMS (b.28 Dec 1789-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA;m.25 May 1819;d.10 Dec 1865)
Willard H. THAYER (b.17 Mar 1784-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.23 Mar 1862)

sp: Phoebe HARRIS (b.Abt 1787/1789-of Owego,Tioga,NY;m.7 Feb 1809;d.12 Mar 1817)

sp: Rebecca THOMAS (b.2 May 1798-,,MA;m.1817;d.12 Mar 1873)
William Turpin THAYER (b.1 Sep 1771-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.8 Nov 1806)

sp: Mary Ann BROWN (b.15 Jul 1769-Boston,Suffolk,MA;m.23 Aug 1797;d.6 Jul 1819)
William Turpin THAYER (b.1799-Boston,Suffolk,MA;d.1845) Page 15



sp: Maria del Carmen GARRETON (b.Abt 1805;m.Apr 1829)
Wyatt Nance THAYER (b.24 Apr 1816-,Randolph,NC;d.20 Jun 1885)
sp: Cassandra HEARNE (b.6 Dec 1807-of,Montgomery,NC;m.1839;d.25 Jun 1893)

Descendants of Josiah (Ferdinando?, Thomas') THAYER:

Alanson THAYER (b.3 Aug 1786-Peru,Berkshire,MA;d.21 Sep 1848)

sp: Jerusha BAKER (b.25 Mar 1794-(of) Lebanon,Madison,NY;m.16 May 1816)
Alfred Waldo THAYER (b.16 Aug 1811-(of) Canadice,Ontario,NY)

sp: Catherine Coy KENDALL (b.Abt 1814;m.11 Jan 1835)
Alonzo THAYER (b.5 Jun 1785-Uxbridge,Worcester, MA)

sp: Waity MOWRY (b.4 Feb 1783-Uxbridge,Worcester, MA;m.2 Oct 1805)
Amadee Roger Williams Gourcy THAYER (b.13 Aug 1799-Orleans,,France;d.6 Jul 1868)

sp: Hortense Eugenie BERTRAND (b.1810-Paris,,France;m.10 May 1828;d.Dec 1889)
Amos THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.16 Mar 1760-Bellingham,Norfolk, MA;d.1833)

sp: Lucy Bacon PIERCE (b.1763-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.1783;d.25 Oct 1817)
Amos THAYER (b.Jul 1784-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;d.1842)

sp: Mary CHAMBERS (b.Abt 1786-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.1807;d.1817)

sp: Harriet SCHEMMERHORN (b.5 Sep 1795-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.16 Dec 1819)
Benjamin THAYER (b.1791-(of) Albany,Albany,NY)

sp: Isabella DOUGLASS (b.Abt 1791-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.24 Jan 1813)
Cornelius THAYER (b.14 Dec 1723-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.23 Oct 1790)

sp: Abigail JONES (b.28 Mar 1731-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.24 Dec 1747)

sp: Abigail BELCHER (b.16 Dec 1735-Cambridge,Middlesex,MA;m.Aft 1773)
Cornelius THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.27 May 1757-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA)

sp: Aseneth BRADLEY (b.15 Sep 1755-New Haven,New Haven,CT;m.Abt 1780)
Cornelius THAYER (b.Abt 1807-(of) Albany,Albany,NY)

sp: Sally Ann HUGHES (b.Abt 1807-0f,,NY;m.24 Jun 1827)
Daniel Jones THAYER (b.11 Nov 1815-(of) Albany,Albany,NY)

sp: Ann SMITH (b.1 Jan 1819-(of) Troy,Rensselaer,NY;m.17 Sep 1837)
David THAYER (b.6 Mar 1710-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.30 Jun 1780)

sp: Jane KEITH (b.2 Sep 1709-Bridgewater,Plymouth, MA;m.31 Dec 1729;d.3 May 1783)
David THAYER (b.13 Feb 1733/1734-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.Aft Jun 1791)

sp: Rebecca WILLIAMS (b.20 Apr 1735-0f,,RI;m.19 Mar 1752(Div);d.16 Feb 1816)
Edward James THAYER (b.9 May 1802-Paris,,France;d.11 Sep 1859)

sp: Maria L. Antoinette Arrighi de C. DE PADONE (b.11 Dec 1812-,,France;m.;d.1866)
Ezra THAYER (Rev.) (b.28 Apr 1733-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA;d.12 Feb 1775)

sp: Judith WILLIAMS (b.13 Jul 1728-Newton,Middlesex,MA;m.17 Sep 1761;d.5 Apr 1801)
Ezra THAYER (b.Abt 1775-0f Berkshire,MA)

sp: Jennie DOUGLAS (b.Abt 1785-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.Abt 1805)
Ezra Jones THAYER (b.1793-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;d.1826)

sp: Rachel SPRINGSTEAD (b.Abt 1796-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;m.Abt 1820;d.Sep 1840)
George THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.1 Mar 1741/1742-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.1790)

sp: Elizabeth RICE (b.Abt 1750-of Worcester, MA;m.1780;d.Aft Sep 1790)
George THAYER (b.14 Jun 1783-Uxbridge,Worcester, MA)

sp: Phebe LEWIS (b.Abt 1783;m.Abt 1804)
George W. THAYER (b.26 Feb 1805-Henniker,Merrimack,NH;d.Aft 1880)

sp: Catherine Minerva COLE (b.Abt 1817-of, Monroe,NY;m.9 Mar 1834)
Hiram THAYER (b.24 Aug 1798-Ware,Hampshire,MA;d.10 Jun 1881)

sp: Maryetta EAMES (b.7 May 1810-Dover,Dutchess,NY;m.10 Apr 1828;d.6 Dec 1919)
Israel THAYER (b.3 Dec 1788-Peru,Berkshire, MA;d.28 Jun 1857)

sp: Sally A. LINSEY (b.26 Aug 1792-Heath,Franklin,MA;m.1 Jan 1812;d.25 Oct 1874)
James THAYER (b.29 Apr 1787-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;d.25 Aug 1861)

sp: Fanny Burdick MAINE (b.3 Jan 1792-Adams,Jefferson,NY;m.16 Jul 1810;d.23 Mar 1856)
James THAYER (Dr.) (b.21 Jun 1787-Uxbridge,Worcester, MA;d.Abt Feb 1817)

sp: Caroline Matilda WARREN (b.21 Feb 1785-Watertown,Middlesex,MA;m. 1809;d.1844)
James W. THAYER (b.25 Jan 1763-Gloucester,Providence,R1;d.10 May 1835)

sp: Harriet BECK (b.16 Apr 1770-,,England;m.13 Dec 1795;d.17 Apr 1850)
Jason THAYER (b.Abt 1786-,,NH;d.14 Dec 1850)

sp: Tamor Ann MILLIMAN (b.2 Aug 1799-,Berkshire, MA;m.May 1826;d.13 Aug 1830)

sp: Abigail ABBOTT (b.1807-Hartford,,CT;m.22 Apr 1832;d.1896)
Jedediah THAYER (b.29 Mar 1764-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.14 Sep 1855)

sp: Rachel ADAMS (b.1 Mar 1764-Brookfield,Worcester, MA;m.16 Jan 1785;d.10 Mar 1844)
Jonas THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.21 Apr 1750-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA;d.1793)

sp: UNKNOWN
Jonathan THAYER (Dr.) (b.28 Feb 1701/1702-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.14 Jun 1746)
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sp: Elizabeth SAMPSON (b.11 Dec 1692-Plympton,Plymouth,MA;m. 1722/1723;d.Aft 1762)
Jonathan THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.7 Apr 1753-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA;d.24 Feb 1827)

sp: Martha SMITH (b.17 Oct 1759-,Hampshire,MA;m.1778;d.12 Feb 1827)
Jonathan THAYER (b.9 Aug 1782-Peru,Berkshire,MA;d.30 May 1830)

sp: Catherine BLAIR (b.1786-(of),,NY;m.1807;d.24 Nov 1854)

Josiah THAYER (b.14 Jan 1669-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.27 Feb 1728)

sp: Sarah BASS (b.7 Feb 1670-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.7 Jan 1690;d.6 Jun 1719)
Josiah THAYER (b.4 Jun 1694-Mendon,Worcester, MA;d.27 Feb 1726)

sp: Elizabeth INGALLS (b.Abt 1700-(of) Providence,Providence,RI;m.1 Jan 1717/1718)

Kellogg THAYER (b.1822-(of) Canadice,Ontario,NY)

sp: Sarah SHIVELY (b.Abt 1828-(of) Farmington, Trumbull,OH;m.22 Jul 1849)

Linus THAYER (b.24 Feb 1799-Peru,Berkshire,MA;d.Aft 1850)

sp: Mary BILLINGS (b.20 Mar 1800-of,,NY;m.10 Feb 1825)

Micah THAYER (b.29 Jun 1741-Bellingham,Norfolk,MA;d.4 Jan 1777)

sp: Lois THAYER (b.4 Jul 1744-Mendon,Worcester, MA;m.17 Nov 1763;d.29 Oct 1838)
Mowry Rice THAYER (b.22 Jul 1806-Douglas,Worcester, MA;d.5 Jul 1882)

sp: Amy CARMAN (b.23 Mar 1810-Norwich,,Upper Canada;m.18 Oct 1827;d.23 Nov 1893)

Perez THAYER (b.25 Mar 1786-Ware,Hampshire,MA;d.20 Apr 1866)

sp: Hannah HASKINS (b.18 Jun 1786-Savoy,Berkshire,MA;m.25 Mar 1811;d.19 May 1866)

Preston THAYER (b.Aug 1788-Uxbridge,Worcester, MA)

sp: Mary Ann PARKHURST (b.Abt 1788-(of) Milford,Worcester, MA;m. 1808;d.22 Feb 1865)
Roswell THAYER (b.Abt 1772-(of) Pittsfield,Berkshire, MA;d.Abt 1840)

sp: Olive PHINNEY (b.Abt 1780-,,MA;m.1798/1799;d.16 Mar 1859)

Royal Olmstead THAYER (b.7 Sep 1791-Ware,Hampshire, MA;d.12 Jun 1862)
sp: Mercy MOFFETT (b.26 Oct 1792-Brimfield,Hampden,MA;m.4 Jul 1812;d.24 Aug 1856)

Rufus THAYER (b.24 Dec 1794-Peru,Berkshire,MA;d.13 Mar 1862)

sp: Sally NILES (b.Abt 1798-(of) Lebanon,Madison,NY;m.4 Jul 1813;d.12 Feb 1874)

Russell THAYER (b.2 Oct 1796-Peru,Berkshire,MA;d.2 Nov 1877)

sp: Betsey SMITH (b.9 Mar 1801-,,NY;m.28 Mar 1821;d.23 Apr 1884)
Russell THAYER (b.Abt 1794-Hopkinton,Washington,R1;d.28 Sep 1851)

sp: Elizabeth KENYON (b.3 Oct 1791- Hopkinton,Washington,RI;m.Abt 1822;d.28 Apr 1835)

sp: Phebe TANNER (b.31 Oct 1797-Hopkinton,Washington,RI;m.Abt 1837;d.22 Dec 1842)
Simeon THAYER (Rev.Sol.) (b.30 Apr 1737-Mendon,Worcester,MA;d.13 Oct 1800)

sp: Judith JACKSON (b.Nov 1736-Providence,Providence,Rl;m.7 Feb 1759;d.28 Apr 1771)
Simeon THAYER (b.24 Mar 1770-Providence,Providence,R1;d.10 Sep 1791)

sp: Mary (b.24 Dec 1742-Providence,Providence,RI;m.Abt 1771/1772;d.9 Nov 1789)
Smith THAYER (b.Abt 1767-(of) Gloucester,Providence,RI;d.31 Jan 1841)

sp: Rachel MARTIN (b.Abt 1774-(of) Gloucester,Providence,RIl;m. 1793;d.24 Apr 1815)

Smith THAYER (b.Abt 1801-,,RI)
sp: Lucy (b.Abt 1804-,,CT;m.Bef 1850)

Stephen Sanford THAYER (b.1806-West Greenwich,Kent,R1;d.9 Apr 1879)
sp: Mary Ann SHERMAN (b.Abt 1815-,,RI;m.Abt 1836;d.Bef 9 Apr 1879)

Stephen THAYER (b.10 Apr 1785-Providence,Providence,RI)

sp: Anna COOK (b.Abt 1786-of,Providence,RIl;m.7 Sep 1806;d.18 Jul 1807)
Thomas Douglas THAYER (Civ.Sol.) (b.1811-(of) Albany,Albany,NY;d.28 Nov 1869)

sp: Ellen (b.Abt 1815-,,Ireland;m.Abt 1853)

Williams THAYER (b.22 May 1760-Uxbridge,Worcester,MA;d.25 Apr 1826)

sp: Sarah ADAMS (b.3 May 1756-Providence,Providence,RI;m.22 May 1780;d.5 Aug 1800)
Williams THAYER (b.13 Nov 1795-Charleston,Charleston,SC;d.10 Apr 1853)

sp: Lucy SWAIN (b.17 Aug 1801-Reading,Middlesex,MA;m.Apr 1836;d.22 Dec 1860
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Why Genealogy?
Editorial by Richard A. Thayer

Ok gentle readers, | warned you. | asked that we include politics
and religion in our research because they are an important part of
who we are. Why do we do genealogy? The answers might be as
varied as the individual. Are there any religious or political reasons
for genealogy? Let me highlight just a few you may or may not be
aware of.

My own personal research started before the internet was very
advanced. | believe | had email, and that was it. So, | found myself
borrowing books from libraries, traveling to the National Archives
to view microfilm, and going to a local Mormon Church (The
Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter-day Saints). The Mormons had

extensive collections of genealogical information, much on
microfilm, which you could order in to a local church, and view in
their church library. Now, much of their information and search
capabilities are on the internet.

So why do the Mormons have such a collection of genealogical
information? The short answer is; baptism for the dead, or proxy
baptism. The following material in brackets [ ] are excerpts from
Wikipedia ®, the free on-line encyclopedia. Wikipedia gives free
license to use their material under the Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike License. For more information see the
following link: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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[Members of the LDS Church believe that baptism is a
prerequisite for entry into the kingdom of God as stated by Jesus
in John 3:5: "Except that a man be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (KJV).]

[The LDS Church teaches that performing baptisms for the dead
allows this saving ordinance to be offered on behalf of those
who have died without accepting or knowing Jesus Christ or his
teachings during their mortal lives. It is taught that this is the
method by which all who have lived upon the earth will have the
opportunity to receive baptism and to thereby enter the Kingdom
of God.]

[The LDS Church teaches that deceased persons who have not
accepted, or had the opportunity to accept, the gospel of Christ in
this life will have such opportunity in the afterlife. The belief is
that as all must follow Jesus Christ, they must also receive all the
ordinances that a living person is expected to receive, including
baptism. For this reason, members of the LDS Church are
encouraged to research their genealogy. This research is then used
as the basis for church performing temple ordinances for as many
deceased persons as possible.]

What about other faith groups? I quote the following about the
Jewish faith, also taken from Wikipedia ®;

[Since Judaism is not only a religious community but an ethnic
group that claims descent from common ancestry, there has been
significant interest in tracing Jewish descent. To this day there are
Jews who trace their descent from the ancient tribe of priests
(kohanim) and levites (leviim) of the Jewish Bible and who still
receive special recognition in areas such as the Jewish synagogue
service.]

[The Holocaust was a significant factor in stimulating the research
of Jewish genealogy. Many Jews were tormented by questions of
what and who had been lost. In response, a number of
genealogical agencies were created, including the International
Tracing Service (ITS) in Arolsen, the Search Bureau for Missing
Relatives in Jerusalem, and museum and resource Yad Vashem.]

Within the Jewish community there has also been much discussion
on descent following the male or female lines. Anyone who has
done genealogy knows it is much easier to follow a male line
because the last name stays the same. Females marry and take on the
husband’s last name and are much more difficult to follow. But one
could also make the argument that at birth we know who the mother
is, but we cannot be sure who the father is. Modern DNA testing
could resolve that argument. | seem to recall a National Geographic
segment on an African tribe that claimed to be descendants of
Jewish priests. Sure enough, DNA testing proved the “legend.”

Again, from Wikipedia ®;

[Matrilineal descent still is the rule within Orthodox Judaism.
Orthodox Judaism holds that anyone with a Jewish mother also has
irrevocable Jewish status; in other words, even if someone with a
Jewish mother converts to another religion, that person still is
considered Jewish.]

[With the birth of alternative branches of Judaism and the rise in
intermarriage in the 20th century, questions about the law of
matrilineal descent arose. Children born to Jewish fathers and non-
Jewish mothers, in particular, were asking why they were not
accepted as Jews. As of today, Judaism is divided on the issue of
"Who is a Jew?" via descent.]

So what of political reasons for genealogy? Surely there can’t be a
political reason to know your heritage? The best example here might
be Nazi Germany and eugenics. In Nazi Germany you had better be
able to prove your heritage or face genocide.

Lest you think the USA was without blame in this area, research
eugenics or forced sterilization in the USA.

Again, from Wikipedia ®;

[After the eugenics movement was well established in the United
States, it spread to Germany. California eugenicists began producing
literature promoting eugenics and sterilization and sending it
overseas to German scientists and medical professionals. By 1933,
California had subjected more people to forceful sterilization than
all other U.S. states combined. The forced sterilization program
engineered by the Nazis was partly inspired by California's.]

Is there a medical reason for genealogy? For many years doctors
have been asking patients about ancestors who may have had a
disease that was thought to have a genetic pre-disposition. The first
one that comes to mind is diabetes. Now we hear of women having
breast cancer in their family, doing genetic testing, and having both
breasts removed as a preemptive strike against cancer. | would say
that was a reasonable use of genetic information. However, with all
technology, there comes risk of abuse. So-called “designer babies”
comes to mind. Would you avoid having children if both you and
your husband carry a gene that would pre-dispose a child to a
genetic disease? That seems reasonable. Would you do genetic
testing on a fetus and abort it if it didn’t have blue eyes? I couldn’t
do that. Brings to mind the song; In The Year 2525, by Zager and
Evans, 1969. One line of the lyrics reads; “You'll pick your son,
pick your daughter too, from the bottom of a long glass tube, whoa-
oh.”

Special groups. So you did your genealogy and you had an
ancestor that came over on the Mayflower. Good for you. So you
found enough documentation to join Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR). Great! Yes, honor your ancestor who did
something great. But what have you done with your life? I think The
Andy Griffith Show should be part of compulsory education in this
country. So many good lessons. Even Otis Campbell, the town
drunk, knew he wasn’t special when awarded something for his
ancestor Nathan Tibbs, a Revolutionary War veteran. Family coat of
arms? Nope. Yes, you may have received something in the mail that
the Thayer family had a coat of arms and for $xx you can get your
own colorful copy. Don’t waste your money. TFA
Historian/Genealogist Patricia Thayer Muno has researched this
extensively and written several articles on the subject. I refer you to:
Use of the Thayer Coat of Arms, Part | which can be found at the
following link: http://www.thayerfamilies.com/tfa-historian/use-of-
the-thayer-coat-of-arms/. In short, it is doubtful any Thayer now
living in America has any claim to a coat of arms, or any right to
display one.

Genealogy and money? Yes! | refer you to Henry Jerome “Jerry”
Thayer’s article; The Value of Pension Records, TQ Spring 2015. A
wife or child may have gotten a monetary pension based on the
service of an ancestor, if you could prove it.

So now | ask my readers; why do you do genealogy? Maybe
something in this brief article brought something to mind. Maybe
you have a medical, religious, or political connection to genealogy.
Please write me! Share with your cousins. This is a safe place, but
you may share anonymously if you wish, as long as it isn’t
something hateful. Editor
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Thayer Families Association
Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form
Dues are due January 1% each year.

New members will receive back issues of the newsletter for the year in which they join.
SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:
Donald Thayer
785 Williams Street
Longmeadow, MA  01106-2063

Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above.

Please enter desired options:
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: Renewal:

Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: Renewal:

Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated
above.

First member name: birth date: Second
family member name: birth date: Number of years
desired: X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total: Most recent Thayer
connection: birth & death dates if known: Earliest known Thayer ancestor:

birth & death dates if known:

Your Full Name(s) and Birth Dates: Mailing
Address: Number & Street: City,

State: Country,

ZIP/Postal Code: Telephone numbers
optional: Are you able to receive, open,
and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes ~ No__ Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly
newsletter: Electronic Paper_____

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes ~ No__ E-Mail
Address: If this is a new

application, how did you discover us?

Thank you for your membership!
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY
785 WILLIAMS STREET #303
LONGMEADOW, MA 01106-2063

CONTACTING TFA
For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as
follows:

Donald Wayne Thayer
785 Williams Street #303
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063
Email:dwschome@verizon.net

For genealogical queries, family representatives and information
about the comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write
TFA Historian as follows:
Patricia Thayer Muno
3618 North 225 East
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762

Queries, email:
hjthayer@verizon.net

The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2015, all rights reserved) is the
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association and is published
quarterly on the following schedule, the end of the month; Winter;
January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; October.

Article selection is at the discretion of the Editor and may not
reflect the views of the TFA Board, officers or members. All
material submitted becomes the property of TFA. Photos can be
scanned and returned. Please submit materials to the Editor as
follows:

Rick Thayer
3792 Schultz RD NW
Bremerton, WA 98312

rickthayer@aol.com

Officers, Directors of TFA
President: Will William Russell Thayer
WRThayer@aol.com
Vice President: Russ Charles Russell Thayer
CThayer001@roadrunner.com
Secretary: Don Donald Wayne Thayer
dwschome@verizon.net
Treasurer Judy Judith L. Young-Thayer
Jlythayer3@verizon.net

Directors:

Barbara Thayer Knight GrandmaBarb360@ Yahoo.com
James Loren Thayer Jim@JLThayer.net

Tamara Thayer TLThayer@Gmail.com

Richard Allen “Rick” Thayer rickthayer@aol.com
Madora Thayer Boyd Matboyd1924@aol.com

Be sure to check out TFA web site:
http://thayerfamilies.com/
NEW!!
WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK!!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/623447534440032/
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