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William Wilde Thayer 
Publisher-Abolitionist 

By Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
 

 
 

William Wilde Thayer (1829-1896) 
 
 

   Dear, gentle, long suffering readers. I have asked you to include 
politics, religion, and even crime in your stories about our ancestors. 
These subjects are part of who we are! 
 
   When does a news reporter cross the line from reporting the news, 
to participating in it, or worse, creating the news itself? I ask this 
question at the beginning of this story because I want you to watch 
for it. Wait for it. As a publisher and newspaper editor, did William 
Wilde Thayer ever “cross the line?” You be the judge. 

   William Wilde Thayer was born Sep. 29, 1829, Cambridgeport, 
Middlesex County, Massachusetts. William’s parents were Richard 
Thayer (1799-1833) and Sophronia Voax (1804-1868). His lineage 
is as follows; William8, Richard7-6-5, Eleazer4, Cornelius3, Richard 2-

1. Interesting tidbit here, the marriage of Richard and Sophronia was 
performed by author Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882). 
 
   I find a little about William’s early life from his autobiography. On 
14 FEB 1859, William married Harriet Amanda Sanderson (1836-
1900), daughter of Abijah Sanderson (1795-1861) and Chastina 
Davis (1798-1868).  William writes in his autobiography that Harriet 
was a medium and that he was interested in spiritualism.  
 
   Harriet was not lucky in life. I can comment, sarcastically, that 
Harriet must not have been much of a medium or she would have 
seen her own future and taken steps to improve it. Perhaps it doesn’t 
work that way. Harriet had been previously married on 24 DEC 1854 
to Henry John Langford (1827-1859). The couple had one child 
together; Henry Francis Langford (Thayer)  (1856-??). Harriet and 
John would divorce 7 FEB 1859 for adultery/criminality, on whose 
part I do not know. Henry would die at sea in 1859. So, one week 
after her divorce, Harriet marries William. What do we make of this? 
William reported the marriage took place after a “proper interval.” 
Well, as the kids say today; “whatever.” Henry Francis Langford 
would flip back and forth between the last name Langford and 
Thayer. It is unknown if he was ever adopted. 
 
   William Wilde Thayer and Harriet had the following children 
together; 
William Eldridge Thayer (1859-1918) 
Wendell Phillips Thayer (1861-1893) 
Channing Parker Thayer (1864-1865) 
May H. Thayer (ABT 1866-??)  
 
   William Eldridge Thayer was born 17 OCT 1859. Anyone see a 
problem here? That’s cutting it awfully close for a marriage date of 
14 FEB 1859! This marriage would also end in divorce on 19 DEC 
1867. 
 
   Harriet would go on to marry Charles Nowell (1817-1901). The 
couple would have a daughter Charlotte E. Nowell (1857-1936).  It 
appears Harriet took the Thayer children with her as they appear in 
the 1870 census with this family, although listed with the last name 
Nowell. 
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  TFA dues for 2016 are now due. Please use the form on    
page 15 to send in your dues. A separate dues notice 
will not be sent. If you fail to send in your dues, this will 
be the last newsletter you receive. Thank you. 

 



   William Wilde Thayer would go on to marry Maria Howland 
Conwell (1836-1919) on 13 MAR 1872, said to be a lineal 
descendant of Betsy Ross. The couple would have one daughter; 
Laurel Conwell Thayer (1873-1944). 

 

 
 

Maria Howland Conwell Thayer (1836-1919) 
 

   Now that the “begats”  are dealt with we get to the very interesting 
career of William Wilde Thayer. William Wilde Thayer and Charles 
W. Eldridge (1837-1903) were clerks together at the publishing firm 
of Dayton and Wentworth, 114-116 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 
They must have been close friends, as it appears William gave the 
middle name Eldridge to his first son. The Dayton and Wentworth 
firm went bankrupt and Thayer & Eldridge bought out their former 
employer, Horace Wentworth, thinking they could make a go of it 
themselves. Thayer & Eldridge borrowed heavily and promised to 
their backers to publish “pro-abolition” literature. So, in my opinion, 
they are handicapped from the outset. Rather than financially 
benefiting from publishing books on both sides of the slavery issue, 
Thayer & Eldridge must only publish anti-slavery material. 
 
I find the following list of books published by Thayer & Eldridge: 
 
Rufus B. Sage; Rocky Mountain Life: Or, Startling Scenes and 
Perilous Adventures in the Far West, during an Expedition of 
Three Years, 1859.  
Levena Buoncuore Urbino; The Home Angel; Or, Rich And Poor, 
1859. 
Rev. Daniel Clarke Eddy, The Three Mrs. Judsons: And Other 
Daughters of the Cross, 1860. 
John Frost LL.D.; The Indian: on the battle-field and in the 
wigwam, 1860. 
James Redpath; The public life of Capt. John Brown, 10 JAN 1860. 
James Redpath; Echoes of Harper's Ferry, 1860.  
Walt Whitman; Leaves of Grass, 3rd edition, 24 MAY1860 
Walt Whitman; Leaves of Grass IMPRINTS, 1860. 
Charles Sumner; The Barbarism of Slavery: Speech of Mr. Charles 
Sumner on the bill for the admission of Kansas as a free state, in 
the United States Senate, June 4, 1860.  
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Lysander Spooner; Address of the Free Constitutionalists to the 
People of the United States, 1860.  
James Redpath; Guide to Haiti, 18601 

William T. Adams; Marrying a beggar: or The Angel in disguise, 
and other tales. 1860.  
C.W. Dana; The Great West, Or The Garden of the World: Its 
History, Its Wealth, Its Natural Advantages, and Its Future, 1861.  
Harriet Ann Jacobs; Incidents In The Life of a Salve Girl, 18611 

Laura Greenwood; Rural Wreath or Life Among the Flowers, 
1860. 
Lewis Holmes; The Artic Waleman; or,Winter in the Arctic Ocean: 
being a narrative of the wreck of the whale ship Citizen : together 
with a brief history of whaling, 1861. 
William Russell; Recollections of a Policeman, 18602 

Dr. John Doy; Slavery As It Is, Inside and Out. 1860 
Unknown;  Echoes from the Cabinet, 1860 
William Douglas O’Connor; Harrington: A Story of True Love3 

Richard J. Hinton; Life of William H. Seward, 1860   
Richard J. Hinton; The Life and Public Service of Hon. Abraham 
Lincoln, of Illinois, and Hon. Hannibal Hamlin, of Maine, 1860. 
Thayer & Eldridge; Republican Song Book, 1860. 
Thayer & Eldridge; Southern Notes For National Circulation, 
1860. 
Thayer & Eldridge; Address Of The Free Constitutionalists To The 
People Of The United States, 1860. 
Rev. George Barrell Cheever; Sermon, 1860. 
Elizur Wright; An Eye Opener For The Wide Awakes, 1860. 
 
   Exact dates of publication are hard to find and I ask my readers 
to forgive me in telling these stories out of strict chronological 
order. These stories are intertwined over the brief history of Thayer 
& Eldridge. Not all sources agree on this list. Some of these titles 
are pamphlets and some of these titles may be found in whole, or 
in part, on the Internet. Further, in fairness to their former 
employer, some of these may have already been in progress. 
 
   The first name that jumps out from the list of Thayer & Eldridge 
publications is John Brown. Yes, this is the John Brown (1800-
1859) of Harper’s Ferry fame. Briefly, John Brown believed the 
only way to end slavery in the United States was to arm the slaves. 
Brown led a multi-racial group on a raid of the Federal Armory at 
Harper’s Ferry. Brown would be tried, convicted, and hanged for 
his part in this raid. Many writers agree that Harper’s Ferry 
influenced the start of the American Civil War (1861-1865). 
 
   Seeking early success, Thayer & Eldridge wrote to James 
Redpath (1833-1891) asking him to write a biography on John 
Brown. Redpath was a reporter for the St. Louis  Daily Missouri 
Democrat and other publications. Redpath had what we now call 
special access or inside knowledge, having spent nearly two years 
with John Brown touring the south, interviewing slaves. Further, 
Redpath had John Brown’s unpublished autobiography that he 
would include in the book. 
 
   Thayer & Eldridge promised a portion of the profits of Redpath’s 
biography would go to Brown’s family. Redpath agreed and set to 
work. The work would be published as The Public Life of Capt. 
John Brown. Others, of course, were scrambling to publish works 
on John Brown, but here too Thayer & Eldridge seemed to have an 
advantage, having written John Brown’s family and gained their 
endorsement of James Redpath as what we would now call his 
“official biographer.”  Within a month of announcing the book, 
and with a few advertisements, Thayer & Eldridge had in hand 
10,000 orders. Nearing the publication date, the orders grew to  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rufus_Sage
http://www.archive.org/details/threemrsjudsonso00eddy
http://www.archive.org/details/threemrsjudsonso00eddy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leaves_of_Grass
https://books.bibliopolis.com/main/find/1115642/Address-of-the-Free-Constitutionalists-to-the-People-of-the--Spooner-Lysander-Kaaterskill-Books.html?id=RKw7CDxo
https://books.bibliopolis.com/main/find/1115642/Address-of-the-Free-Constitutionalists-to-the-People-of-the--Spooner-Lysander-Kaaterskill-Books.html?id=RKw7CDxo
http://image2.findagrave.com/photos/2012/96/22262451_133373637282.jpg


1,000 a day! The book was issued 10 JAN 1860 with more than 
30,000 advanced orders. Within two weeks Thayer & Eldridge sent 
John Brown’s family over $1,000 ($27,697 in today’s dollars)! The 
book would eventually sell 75,000 copies. 
 

 
 

John Brown (1800-1859) 
 

   James Redpath’s inside information would work against him. 
Senator James Murray Mason (1798-1871) had formed a 
committee to investigate the Harper’s Ferry Raid. James Redpath 
was summoned to testify.  After failing to appear, an arrest warrant 
was issued for James Redpath. Redpath went in to hiding. 
 
   Thayer and Eldridge had joined the “Black Strings” a militant 
abolitionist group which was founded in Ohio and had spread to 
Boston. The group was known to meet in the offices of Thayer & 
Eldridge. On one occasion, this group, or at six of the members, 
agreed to go to court armed to rescue Franklin B. Sanborn (1831-
1917), one of those who helped fund John Brown’s raid on Harpers 
Ferry. Sanborn had been arrested the night before on a US 
Marshal’s warrant issued in Washington DC by the Mason 
Committee. Among six armed men were; Thayer, Eldridge, and 
Redpath. Redpath was risking his own arrest by being there. Also 
in court to observe was Walt Whitman. Fortunately, the judge 
ruled the arrest warrant was not valid because it was issued to the 
Sargent-At-Arms who had no authority in Massachusetts. Sanborn 
was released.  
 
   In another meeting at Thayer & Eldridge, Thomas Wentworth 
Higginson (1823-1911) came with a plan to break two of John 
Brown’s accomplices out of jail in Harpers Ferry. Thayer put up 
$800 cash for the effort. Higginson took $400. Thayer took the 
other $400, with jail breaking tools, to Harrisburg the next day. 
Higginson would call off the attempted rescue. The accomplices 
were eventually hanged.  
 
   Another name that might jump out at us is Walt Whitman and his 
book Leaves Of Grass, third edition. Letters exist from William  

Wilde Thayer to Walt Whitman, almost begging to publish his next 
edition of Leaves Of Grass. The author would agree but became 
increasingly involved in the publishing and printing process. 
Whitman was given a small office at the printers. He insisted on 
numerous changes to typeface even within the same poem, (what 
we now call font and so easily change on our computers). He 
insisted on the inclusion of what we now call graphics. He 
proofread every page of hand-set type before it was cast into a 
printing plate. The book would be issued late. 
 
    Whitman was known to Henry Clapp Jr. (1814-1875) editor of 
The Saturday Press. Clapp was “always” in financial difficulty. 
Whitman would not intercede and Clapp wrote Thayer & Eldridge 
directly asking for a $100 advance on advertising account 
admitting it was unlikely they would, as he was a stranger to them. 
That is to say, Clapp would advertise Leaves Of Grass, when 
ready, in his newspaper. Thayer & Eldridge would respond with 
$200, ($5,539 in today’s dollars), for six months of advertising and 
as many mentions of Leaves Of Grass that could “prudently” be 
inserted in the newspaper. One source said Thayer and Eldridge 
invested in Clapp’s Saturday Press. 
 
   When the 456 page volume was finally released, late, and 
without a portrait of the author (according to some), several copies 
were sent to Henry Clapp. Clapp would print a long, anonymous, 
review that some suspect Whitman had actually written. Many 
reviewers were not as generous. Many complained of sexual 
allusions that were not suitable to place in the hands of a lady. I 
confess I have not read Leaves Of Grass, but did search for some 
of the racier references on the Internet. I found nothing we would 
now rate more than PG-13, but we must remember the morals of 
1860. Clapp and Thayer & Eldridge would not survive. However 
Walt Whitman did survive and saw his ever-expanding, ever-
revised, Leaves Of Grass through what some claim to be six (or 
nine) separate editions. Late in life, Whitman confessed that the 
controversy of his work probably boosted sales. Although under 
contract to receive 10% of net sales, Whitman only received $250 
($6,924 in today’s dollars) from Thayer & Eldridge. We do not 
know if this was 10%. The book originally sold for $1.25. 
 

Backing The Wrong Horse 
 
   In preparation for the Republican National Convention of 1860, 
Thayer and Eldridge commissioned a biographical booklet on 
William H. Seward (1801-1872), the favorite, anticipated to have 
the Republican nomination for the presidential election. Seward 
came up against Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), and any third 
grader can tell you how that turned out. Thayer & Eldridge would 
stop all advertising of the Seward biography, and quickly rush to 
press with one on Abe. 
 
   After reading much material, I can’t help feeling sorry for Thayer 
and Eldridge, coming so close to success in many ways. 
Remember that $800 Thayer pledged for the rescue of two of 
Brown’s co-conspirators? Thayer would leave that canceled 
endeavor and travel to northwestern Pennsylvania to visit some of 
Brown’s relatives. He would buy a partially drilled oil well near 
Titusville, the site of the first commercially successful oil well in 
America. Upon returning to Boston, Eldridge complained of the 
expense. Thayer sold the well….wait for it…..shortly before it 
became a “gusher.”    
 
   One source listed the publishing career of Thayer and Eldridge as 
lasting only from DEC 1859 to DEC 1860, another lists  
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bankruptcy in JAN 1861. Certainly the pending Civil War affected 
the book industry, with books being a luxury at that time. 
Interestingly, Thayer and Eldridge’s old boss, Horace Wentworth, 
took the printing plates for Leaves of Grass which Thayer and 
Eldridge had paid $800 to produce. This was in settlement of debt 
Thayer and Eldridge owed Wentworth. We may presume this was 
the most valuable asset Thayer and Eldridge owned. Wentworth 
refused an offer of $200 from “friends” of Walt Whitman for the 
plates. The plates would make their way to a New York publisher 
Richard Worthington, through auction, around 1877. Worthington 
twice wrote Whitman with an offer of $250 on account for future 
royalties for permission to re-print the book. Whitman did not 
respond. Worthington printed the book without paying royalties to 
Walt Whitman. Whitman sent lawyers to Worthington on several 
occasion and is said to have received several small payments 
adding up to $143.50. I find a reference to Whitman’s estate finally 
buying, and retiring the printing plates after numerous pirated 
copies were printed. 
 

POST PUBLIShING LIFE 
   In a letter started on 31 AUG 1862 and finished 6 SEP 1862, 
Thayer writes Walt Whitman that five months after the failure of 
Thayer & Eldridge he had secured a clerkship with the Boston Post 
Office, working nights 11PM to 7AM. Thayer writes: “here I am in 
Government service & not liable to military draft. —But I would 
volunteer if I had no wife & babies.” 
 
   William Wilde Thayer is believed to have served in the Union 
Army. He reportedly was a Private in Companies D and E in the 
30th Regiment, Indiana Infantry. Although a form of conscription, 
or draft, was used in the Civil War, I feel it is safe to say William 
Wilde Thayer enlisted, based on his abolitionist ideology, and his 
willingness to take up arms in the cause, even as a civilian. 
However, the most interesting aspect of William’s autobiography 
is not what it contains but, rather, what it lacks; no mention of 
serving in the Civil War. 
 
   William Wilde Thayer would move on to the position of Editor 
at the Kansas City Journal. It was at this post he would marry his 
second wife, Maria Howland Conwell, around the year 1873. In 
1880 we find William as Editor of the Pioneer Press, St. Paul, MN. 
 
   We learn from Maria’s obituary that she was a graduate of the 
Cincinnati College of Music. Maria was an accomplished singer 
and taught music. It states that the couple lived in St. Paul, MN, 
Seattle, WA, Ann Arbor, MI and Washington, D.C. The obituary 
further states that for 20 years before his death (from 1876-1896), 
William was an invalid, and Maria cared for him and her daughter, 
Laurel, and was the bread winner for the family. This contradicts 
the 1880 Census entry that lists William working as an Editor. 
 
   William Wilde Thayer wrote his unpublished autobiography 
dated 1 NOV 1892. It appears William’s daughter Laurel may have 
typed the manuscript adding material of her own. One source says 
this is on microfilm in the Boston Public Library with a date range 
from about 1896 to 1938. Laurel must have treated this as a 
retirement project and completed it before her death in 1944. Some 
of this material is held in the Library of Congress, and the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. I purchased a copy of the 
autobiography from the Library of Congress. 
 
   William Wilde Thayer died 9 OCT 1896 and is buried in the 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, IA with his wife Maria and 
daughter Laurel. 
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   Laurel Conwell Thayer was named “Laurel” after the village 
Laurel, her maternal grandfather, Rev. James A. Conwell (1786-
1848), “laid out” or founded the villiage. Laurel studied and taught 
music at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. She worked for a 
children’s charity in Washington D.C. but would return to 
Indianapolis and work for the city court. She was appointed as 
Court Matron in 1918 and was a probation officer for many years. 
I find no record of Laurel ever marrying. However, one scribbled 
entry in the 1910 census lists her as widowed. I find this unlikely 
as I find no record of a marriage and she kept the name Thayer.  
 
   So how do we judge the life of William Wilde Thayer? Certainly 
we can be proud he stood against slavery! But taking up arms 
against your government? (You could argue the government itself 
eventually took up arms against its citizens). Aiding and abetting 
what we would now call domestic terrorists? It is easy for us today, 
with so much freedom and leisure time, we who have never felt the 
lash of a whip, the prick of the blade, or stared down the barrel of a 
gun, so easy for us to say what we would, or would not, stand for. 
Certainly a diplomatic end to slavery would have been preferred 
over war. To that end we can say William Wilde Thayer fought 
with the pen, not the sword, for as long as he could.  
 
   Let’s not romanticize the Civil War, such loss of life, such 
suffering. Men died and lost limbs from injuries that could now be 
treated in any modern emergency room, without hospitalization. 
The Civil War must not be forgotten. Even in 2015 we recall the 
argument over displaying the Confederate flag. Let’s not forget the 
Thayers who fought for the Confederacy either! We know of ten 
Thayers who fought for the South. Were they on the wrong side of 
the slavery issue? We don’t know. However, we do know the 
Confederacy would ultimately make all men, age 17 to 50 subject 
to conscription.  
 
Notes 
1 It appears Thayer & Eldridge went bankrupt before these books 
were actually printed, and the authors purchased the plates and 
published the books themselves. 
2 Collection of stories, may include other authors. 
3 This book contains the first known use of the phrases “women 
and children first” and “the captain goes down with the ship.” 
 

Bibliography 
William Wilde Thayer; Autobiography, 1892 
Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer; genealogy. 
Wikipedia, the free Internet encyclopedia. 
Various Internet searches. 
The Walt Whitman Archive. 
Thomas H. O’Connor; Boston's Histories: Essays in Honor of 
Thomas H. O'Connor. 
Theodore Howard  Genoways,  Ph.D.; Whitman's lost war: 
America's poet during the forgotten years of 1860-1862 (Doctoral 
Thesis 2007) and book by same title, University of California Press 
2009. 
Ed Folsom; Whitman Making Books/Books Making Whitman: A 
Catalog and Commentary, 2005. 

 
   As I mentioned in this article I purchased the autobiography of 
William Wild Thayer. I have it as a PDF file, a little larger than 12 
Meg. I would be glad to send this to anyone interested as an email 
attachment, just email your request to: 
 

rickthayer@aol.com 
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Tentative 2016 Reunion Program 
Thayer Families Association 
July 1-4, 2016 at West Point 

 
Friday July 1, 2016 
Arrive and check in at the Thayer Hotel 676 Thayer Rd. West Point, NY 10996. 800-247-5047 
Please remember that all persons 16 and older, entering West Point, are required to show valid, government issued, 
photo ID. Please see new ID requirements on the registration form on the next page. 
• Dinner (on your own). 
• 6:30-9:30 PM, meet and greet, show and share, in the Pershing room, Thayer hotel. 
• Greeting by TFA President Will Thayer 
• Tell us about YOUR neck of the woods and what YOU are doing to preserve out Thayer History! Do you have 

history DVDs, scrapbooks, displays, or perhaps a clever way to organize your records? 
• Tammy Thayer: the importance of preserving our Thayer history AND personal stories about her award-wining 

book A Country Doctor Goes To War, which is about her grandfather Dr. Ellsworth Albert Thayer (1907-2000). 
• Lloyd Thayer: trace your ancestor’s from Braintree to where you live now. 
• Lloyd Thayer: DNA testing. 
• Bob Thayer: writing for the Thayer Quarterly; Sanford and Bezaleel Thayer. 
• Jerry Thayer: two years after the Declaration of Independence, Thayers in the American Revolution (where they 

enlisted and a bit about them). 
• Patricia Thayer Muno, TFA Historian/Genealogist will round out our informative evening. 

Saturday, July 2, 2016, West Point Day. 
• Breakfast (on your own). 
• 8:45 AM: Wear your TFA reunion T-shirts and meet in the hotel lobby. 
• 9-12 AM: Guided Bus and Museum Tour with West Point Tours. 
• 12-1 PM: West Point Museum. 
• 1:15-3: 15 PM: (approximate) group lunch (pay on your own), at Park Restaurant (across from museum). 
• 3:30-4:30 PM: Abbott Handerson Thayer, Artist, presentation by Lloyd Thayer, Eisenhower Room. 
• 4:30 PM: TFA business meeting, Eisenhower Room. 
• 5:30-6 PM: Genealogy Time with Patricia Thayer Muno and Jerry Thayer. 
• 7:00 PM: Dinner in the Thayer Hotel McArthur Dining Room. Guest speaker: Edna Thayer. 

Sunday, July 3, 2016 
• New York City Day or tour the Hudson Valley (on your own). 
• Breakfast (on your own). 
• 8:00 AM: Depart. 
• 10:00 PM: Return to Thayer Hotel. 

Other Options For Sunday 
• Hudson Valley offers many sights and sites within an easy drive. 
• Hyde Park, lunch at the Culinary Institute of America. 
• Storm King Art Center. 

Monday, July 4, 2016 
• Farewell for some, celebrate the 4th of July for those who stay. 
• Activities (on your own). Cruise the Hudson? Lunch at Benny Havens? Parade? Outlet Mall? Washington’s 

Headquarters? 
For questions, comments, or concerns, contact TFA Reunion Chairperson: 

Marilyn Thayer 
       756 County Route 58 
       Mexico, NY 13114 

     315.963.7021 
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“We’re Coming!”               TFA Reunion 2016 Registration Form 
 

Names of attendees:_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dates of birth for each: (required for the West Point Day tour manifest)_______________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Effective Jan. 10, 2016, people using a driver's license from the states of Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico or Washington will 
have to use another form of identification in order to enter West Point. Enhanced driver's licenses from these states are acceptable. If you 
possess a valid Department of Defense issued identification card this new requirement does not affect your ability to enter military 
installations. Acceptable alternate forms of identification are a U.S. passport, a permanent resident card/Alien Registration Receipt (form 1-
551), a foreign passport with a temporary I-551 stamp or visa or an employment authorization document that contains a photograph (Form I-
766). 
 

Type of ID:______________________________________ State:_____________________________________ 
 
Mailing address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BEST way to contact you: 
Phone number:__________________________ email:______________________________________________ 
 
May we share your information with other family members attending?  _______yes ________no 
 
Number attending: ________  Reunion T-shirt sizes and number of each size: 
 Youth: Small_____ Medium_____ Large_____ 
 Adult: Small_____ Medium_____ Large_____ XL_____ XXL_____     
 
Please check which of the following you will do and include your payment check (made out to Thayer Families 
Association) accordingly: 
_____ Saturday, July 2, guided tour of West Point @ $22 per person =        $______________ 
_____ Saturday dinner in the Thayer Hotel’s McArthur Room @ $50 per person =        $______________ 
_____ Paint Night at West Point @ $35 per person =          $______________ 
_____New York City bus and tour @ $47 per person (8 am – 10 pm)                    $______________ 
                                                                                                                                  TOTAL            $______________ 
 
Please email: marilynthayer@verizon.net  or call 315.963.7021 with your questions and suggestions! 
 
Please send checks made out to TFA, along with registration forms AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to:  
 

Judith L. Young-Thayer 
1006 Old Denbigh Boulevard, Apt. 213, 

Newport News, VA 23602-2029 
 

Registration DEADLINE is May 30, 2016 
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Ensign Thomas Thayer 
By: Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 

 
   Ensign Thomas Thayer was born on 7 April 1718 in Braintree, 
Massachusetts son of John4 (John3, Thomas 2, Thomas1) and Mary 
Wales. [Braintree Town Records] On 11 June 1741 Thomas 
married Lydia Allen in Braintree, married by Rev. Samuel Niles 
[Braintree Church Records]. Lydia was born 9 February 1716 in 
Braintree daughter of Benjamin Allen (1679-1733) and Sarah 
Thompson (1679-1771) [Braintree Town Records]. Lydia (Allen) 
Thayer died 15 September 1775 in Braintree at 59 and was buried 
in the Elm Street Cemetery in Braintree.  Ensign Thomas then 
married Ann (Adams) Savil 8 Sep 1776 in Quincy [Quincy Church 
Records]. Ann was the widow of Elisha Savil (1724-1768) and the 
daughter of Ebenezer Adams (1704-1769) and Anne Boylston 
(1706-1770). She was born 24 July 1731 in Braintree  [Braintree 
Town Records] and baptized 25 July 1731 in Quincy [Quincy 
Church Records]. She survived Thomas and died 11 July 1794 and 
is buried in Hancock Cemetery in Quincy, with her first husband. 
 
   Ensign Thomas Thayer probably earned his title of Ensign in the 
local militia at the time of the French and Indian Wars. He was 
active in the affairs of the community and was elected surveyor of 
highways for the South Precinct of Braintree (now Randolph) 1753, 
so probably lived there for a time. He was elected hogreave 1747, 
fence viewer 1753, tithing man 1757 and 1778, and was surveyor of 
highways 1754,56,1758,1765, warden 1763, constable 1766. 
 
   Ensign Thomas Thayer died on 22 Nov 1779 in Braintree and was 
buried in Elm Street Cemetery in Braintree. His Tombstone says 
“Here lies ye body of Mr. Thomas Thayer He died Novbr  ye 22nd 
1779 in ye 62nd year of his age.” He died intestate and his elder son 
Gaius was appointed administrator on 3 December 1779. His 
widow Ann made a quit claim to the estate on 19 April 1780 and a 
division of assets was made by Gaius Thayer on 28 April 1780 as: 
Gaius Thayer, eldest son, a double portion, to Elkanah Thayer who 
received half the house, part being already his, to Mary Thayer, to 
Lydia Thayer, and to Thomas and Samuel Hayden (children of his 
deceased daughter Susanna). The warrant for the division gives the 
heirs as Gaius and Elkanah Thayer, James Thayer Jr., blacksmith, 
and wife Mary, Solomon Thayer, wheelwright, and wife Lydia, and 
Stephen Penniman as guardian to Thomas and Samuel, Hayden, 
minors, children of Aminadab Hayden. 
   Ensign Thomas and Lydia Allen had 7 children, 5 of which lived 
to marry and have descendants.  Their first born was a son Thomas 
born 26 Jan 1741 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records]; his death 
was not recorded but he was buried 19 Sep 1747 at only 6 years of 
age. 
   The second child of Thomas and Lydia was son Gaius Thayer 
born 20 November 1744 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records] and 
died there on 21 January 1831. He married on 21 December 1771 
Sarah Veazey [Braintree Town Records]. She was born 13 Apr 
1749 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records] and died 26 Aug 1837, 
daughter of Benjamin Veazey (1719-1802) & Mary Thayer (1720-
ca 1810). Mary was a one half aunt of Gaius Thayer.  Gaius was a 
Housewright and a Revolutionary Soldier. He lived in Braintree and 
Quincy but was warned out of Quincy 25 January 1793. Gaius and 
Sarah had 12 Children.  He was the administrator of his father's 
estate. 
   The third child of Thomas and Lydia was Elkanah Thayer born 
6 March 1747 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records]  and 
baptized 8 March 1747 [Braintree Church Records] and died in 
Williamsburg, Hampshire, Massachusetts 6 April 1829 and buried 
in the Old Village Cemetery there. He married on 10 February 

1772 in Quincy  [Braintree Town Records] [Quincy Church 
Records] Mary Adams.  Mary was born 9 February 1755 in 
Braintree the daughter of Boylston Adams (1733-1781) and Mary 
Allen (1737-ca 1764).  Mary died 8 Sep 1835 in Williamsburg 
and is buried in the Old Village Cemetery with her husband. He 
bought land in Williamsburg in 1783 but did not move there until 
after he sold his Braintree and Quincy land in 1793. He was 
admitted to the church in Williamsburg on 6 July 1794. He was a 
Revolutionary Soldier and he and Mary had 12 Children. 

   The fourth child of Thomas and Lydia was Thomas Thayer born 
10 January 1749 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records]   and died 
there 7 February 1755. [Braintree Town Records]   
   The fifth child of Thomas and Lydia was Susanna Thayer 
baptized 12 November 1752 in Braintree [Braintree Church 
Records]. She married 25 January 1772 in Braintree Aminadab 
Hayden. [Braintree Town Records]  Aminadab was born 26 August 
1726 in Braintree, son of Richard Hayden and Mary Hobart. 
Susanna died young on 28 October 1775 after having two children. 
She is buried in the Elm Street Cemetery in Braintree. Aminadab 
was appointed guardian of the two children on 14 January 1780. 
   The sixth child of Thomas and Lydia was  Mary Wales Thayer 
born 30 May 1756 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records].  Mary 
married as his second wife James Thayer 26 October 1779 in 
Braintree, married by Rev. Ezra Weld [Braintree Town Records, 
intention published 18 September 1779].  James5 Thayer was born 
28 Aug 1752 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records] son of James4 
Thayer, (Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) and Deborah Arnold. 
James and Mary were third cousins once removed. James was a 
blacksmith and a Revolutionary Soldier. They had three children 
and James died 19 March 1786 in Braintree and Mary died 19 June 
1787 the following year.  James  left a will dated Jan.3,1786, 
proved Mar.28,1786 calling himself, a blacksmith, being sick and 
weak, giving to wife Mary £115 out of my real estate and all 
furniture and clothing she brought me. To my two children Mary & 
James I had by my first wife all furniture and clothing that was their 
mother's when they are 21. To my wife improvement of real estate, 
then to four children Mary, James, Thomas and Lydia. Brother (in 
law) Elkanah Thayer to be guardian for them, and wife Mary, 
executor. The inventory gives a house, barn, and other buildings on 
the east side of the road £115, etc., a blacksmith shop and land 
adjoining on the west side, etc., sworn to by Elkanah Thayer. Mary 
Wales Thayer's will dated May 1,1786, proved Jun.27,1786 giving 
to her two children Thomas & Lydia her whole estate at age 21 or 
marriage, or to the survivor. To Thomas & Samuel Hayden children 
of my sister Hayden deceased £5, or to the survivor. Brother 
Elkanah Thayer was made executor.  
   The seventh child of Thomas and Lydia was Lydia Thayer born 
10 May 1759 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records]. On 26 
October 1779 she married, in Braintree, Solomon Thayer [Braintree 
Town Records married by Rev. Ezra Weld]. Solomon5 was born 10 
Sep 1755 in Braintree [Braintree Town Records] and baptized in 
Hull 14 September 1755 [Hull Town Records] the son of James4 
Thayer, (Ephraim3, Shadrach2, Thomas1) and Deborah Arnold. 
James and Lydia were third cousins once removed. Lydia and 
Solomon had only one son and Lydia died 19 Mar 1783 in 
Braintree and is buried in Elm Street Cemetery.  Solomon 
remarried on 12 September 1785 in Braintree to Elizabeth Thayer  
[Braintree Town Records married by Rev. Ezra Weld]. Elizabeth 
was born 28 July 1754 in Braintree  [Braintree Town Records], 
daughter of Abraham5 Thayer (Nathaniel4, NAthaniel3, Richard2, 
Richard1) & Sarah Hunt.  Elizabeth and Solomon were 4th cousins 
once removed. They had three children and Solomon died 2 
February 1835 and is buried in Elm Street Cemetery. Elizabeth 
survived and died 5 October 1847 in Braintree.    
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TFA- New Members – 2015 
 

By Judith L. Young-Thayer 
 
Barclay, Paul W., New Lenoir, IL 
Brooks, Peter Charles, and Andrea Fuquay, Marietta, GA 
Cline, Margery Carolyn Slosson, Sacramento, CA  
Cooney, Andrew, Gulfport, MI 
Cotton, Carolyn Eva Thayer, Philadelphia, PA 
Cullen, Larissa Anne Thayer, Fort Thomas, KY 
Davison, Thomas Cornel Barringer, Columbus, OH 
Eisenschenk, Brenda Lee, Sartell, MN   
Geddes, Bill, Redding, CA 
Hall, Amy Karen, Framingham, MA    
Hathaway, Janet, Tucson, AZ  
Haunch, Donna Jean Wydoff,  Rancho Mirage, CA  
Haunch, Devon Thayer, Temecula, CA 
Keane, Mary Lee, Philadelphia, PA  
Lamb, Haden Thayer and Hudson Kidwell, Annapolis, MD 
Melilo, Andrew R., Riversize, CT 
Odanovich, Steven Craig, San Antonio, TX    
O’Toole, Bart, Chicago, IL  
Peckham, Robert Leroy, Bakersfield, CA  
Robbins, Cheryl, Chesterfield, MO  
Robertson, Barbara Clyde, Orem, UT 
Rorabaud, Thayer with Elizabeth, Battle Ground, WA 
Roselli, Candyce Thayer, Kenmore, NY   
Ross, Nan, Bath, ME 
Silvinsky, Michelle Denise Thayer,  West Elizabeth, PA  
Spear, Margaret J., San Diego, CA  
Thayer, Scott, Chelsea, MI   
Thayer, Stephen Robert, Brea, CA  
Thayer, Gary Wesley, Marietta, GA  
Thayer, Barbara Ann Hess,  Lake Placid, FL  
Thayer, Glenn Roberts, Lake Placid, FL 
Thayer, Maureen C., Halifax, MA  
Thayer, Daniel Spencer,  Ocean View, DE 
Thayer, Paul Arthur, North Kingstown, RI 
Thayer, Dean Edward, Manteca, CA 
Thayer, Patricia Jean O’Hare, Kingston, NY  
Thayer, Stephanie Allison Brooklyn, NY  
Thayer, Gregory, Brooklyn, NY 
Thayer, Christopher Ewen, Hawley, PA 
Thayer, Douglas and Jean, Lake Worth, FL   
Thayer, Tamara Louise, Rochester, MN   
Thayer, Damon Patrick and Beth Koren, Sacramento, CA 
Thayer, Edna L., Wlysian, MN   
Thayer, Roger William, Triment, MN   
Thayer, James and Nancy, Apopka, FL 
Thayer, Allen, Indianola, IA   
Thayer, Frank Henry and Sue, Port Angeles, WA 
Thayer, Janice Ann, Blountville, TX 
Thayer, James Lewis, Jr., Bristol, TN   
Thayer, Deborah Lee, Tallassee, AL 
Thayer, Paul, Nakomis, FL 
Thayer, Dr. Walter Raymond,Jr.,  Riverside, RI 
Thayer, Clinton Steven and Leona W.,   Westminster, CA 
Thayer, Douglas Allen, Russell, Ontario 
Thayer, Daniel Spencer, Ocean View, DE 
Thayer, Maureen, Halifax, MA 
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CONTACTING TFA 
 

   For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as 
follows: 

 
Donald Wayne Thayer 

785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063 
Email:dwschome@verizon.net 

 
   For genealogical queries, family representatives and information 
about the comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write 
TFA Historian as follows: 
 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
 

For genealogical queries, contact: 
Jerry Thayer 

Email: hjthayer@verizon.net 
 

   Stories for this newsletter are not only welcomed, but needed. 
Please consider writing a story on your Thayer related materials. 
If you are new to TFA, check out our web site and look under the 
“TQ” pull-down menu. Back issues of the TQ, older than 5 years, 
are posted on line. By looking at back issues you can get a sense of 
what materials we like to publish. If you have an idea, but don’t 
want to write your own story, send your idea to me and perhaps I 
can write something for you. 

 
   You do not have to be a member of TFA to submit a story, or 
ask if we have information on your family! Check out The 
Complete Name Index to this newsletter to see if your ancestor 
appears in an issue: http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20IN
DEX.pdf 

Rick Thayer 
3792 Schultz RD NW 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

rickthayer@aol.com 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2016, all rights reserved) is the 
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association INC and is 
published quarterly on the following schedule, the end of the 
month; Winter; January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; 
October. 
 
   Article selection and editorial comment is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect the views of the TFA Board, officers or 
members. All material submitted becomes the property of TFA. 
Photos can be scanned and returned.  
 
   Deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is 9 APRIL. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TFA dues for 2016 are now due. Please use the               
form on page 15 to send in your dues. A 
separate     dues notice will not be sent. If you 
fail to send in your dues, this will be the last 
newsletter you receive. Thank you. 

 

mailto:hjthayer@verizon.net
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
mailto:rickthayer@aol.com


Leavitt Thayer Revolutionary Soldier 
By: Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 

 
    Leavitt6 Thayer was born 8 January 1761 in Bridgewater, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts [Bridgewater published vital records] 
son of Jeremiah5 Thayer  (Richard4, Nathaniel3, Richard2, 
Richard1) and Tabitha Leavitt daughter of Solomon Leavitt & 
Tabitha Crane.  Leavitt Thayer was baptized 22 March 1761 in 
West Bridgewater, Plymouth, Massachusetts where his parents 
were church members [West Bridgewater published vital 
records]. 

 
   In the fall of 1776, when he was just 15, he and his brother 
Richard Thayer, age 17, joined the Bridgewater Militia and 
served for two weeks at Bristol, Rhode Island, guarding the east 
bank of Narragansett Bay and the approaches to Southern 
Massachusetts.  In the Fall of 1777, now age 16, he served a 
month in the Company of Captain Joseph Keith guarding 
Howland's Ferry near Tiverton, Rhode Island, again a critical 
approach to southern Massachusetts.  In the spring of 1778, now 
barely 17, he served in the Company of Captain Abram 
Washburn for 3 months guarding Castle William near Boston.  
Still in 1778 after his tour at Castle, William he enlisted in the 
Company of Captain David Parker in the Regiment commanded 
by Colonel Smith. They marched to Providence, Rhode Island, 
and served 6 months transferring to the Company commanded by 
Captain Wade. 

 
   In 1779 at the ripe old age of 18, the veteran Leavitt Thayer 
enlisted in the Company Commanded by Captain Jacob Poole. 
They served for about 3 months in Worcester, Massachusetts and 
then about 3 months in Providence, Rhode Island.  In 1780, he 
served 3 months in the Company of Captain Nathan Packard in 
Rhode Island.  In the spring of 1781, he enlisted in the "Wagon 
Service" used for provisioning Army units.  He drove a team of 
four oxen and a wagon along with 14 others from Bridgewater, 
Massachusetts, to the Hudson River, then called the North River, 
in New York.  On the road between  Peekskill, New York and 
Croton, New York, they were surrounded by British Light Horse 
Troops who took their wagons, teams and goods.  Leavitt said 
that he was one of two persons who escaped from the British and 
spent the rest of the War at Peekskill on the Hudson River.   

 
   Leavitt's brother Richard Thayer, then age 73, of West 
Bridgewater, provided a deposition in support of his brother's 
claim 

 
   Leavitt made his deposition of service on 8 August 1812 at age 
71 and signed his name boldly as: 
 

 
 

   Leavitt Thayer's pension, S6236, was approved as of March 1831 
with arrears of $162.22. 

 
Following his wartime service, Leavitt Thayer married Abigail 
Snell on 21 October 1783 in West Bridgewater, Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  The marriage was recorded in both the Bridgewater 
and West Bridgewater Town Records.  Abigail was born in North 
Bridgewater on 14 May 1765, daughter of Charles Snell and 
Susanna Packard [Bridgewater published vital records].  They had 
only one child, Sally Thayer born 1 January 1784. I could not find 

her birth recorded but her marriage to Alpheus Howard was 
recorded as 24 Feb 1803 in Bridgewater [Bridgewater published 
vital records].  Alpheus Howard was born in Bridgewater 14 
January 1775 son of Eliakim Howard and Mary Hayward 
[Bridgewater published vital records]; he died in West Bridgewater 
15 February 1822, and was buried in Pine Hill Cemetery there 
[West Bridgewater published vital records].  Sally then married 
Isaac Hall of Wrentham, Massachusetts 24 Dec 1828 [recorded in 
Wrentham and West Bridgewater published vital records].  Isaac 
Hall was baptized 4 August 1776 in Wrentham [Wrentham Church 
records], died in 1849 and was buried in Wrentham Center 
Cemetery.  Sally is alleged to have died in 1844 but that is not 
recorded in Wrentham nor in the cemetery with her husband. 

 
   Leavitt Thayer was recorded in the census 1790 to 1820 in 
Bridgewater; he died on Christmas Day 1838 in Brockton, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts [Brockton and West Bridgewater 
published vital records.]  He was buried on 27 December 1838 in 
the Main Street Cemetery in Brockton.  Abigail (Snell) Thayer 
died 7 June 1842 in Brockton at 77 years [Brockton and West 
Bridgewater published vital records] and is buried in the Main 
Street Cemetery with her husband.  I found no record of Abigail 
filing a pension request based on her husband's pension. 
 

 
 

Editorial 
By Richard A. Thayer 

 
   Dear readers. This is the second time I have served as The Thayer 
Quarterly Editor, having last served from 1994 to 1999. I am also 
filling a vacant Director position for TFA. I would like to share 
some information with you. 
 
   Dues for 2016 are now due. Please use the form on page 15 to 
renew your membership in TFA. What do you get for your dues? 
The biggest expense to TFA is the printing and posting of this 
newsletter. You can help us save money by electing to receive the 
Quarterly as an email attachment. There are no paid positions in 
TFA, we are all volunteers. Other expenses to TFA are voted on by 
the Board. 
 
   Privacy. Your privacy is important to you and important to TFA. 
It has been a long standing policy of the TFA Board of Directors 
that the TFA membership list will not be shared with anyone.   The 
TFA Secretary prints the mailing labels for the paper copy of this 
newsletter and sends them to the printer for mailing.  TFA 
volunteer Kate Kuzmich sends the electronic copy of the TQ. 
However, even this is done in such a way that members do not see 
email addresses of other members. 
 
   Your Board in action. Your board has voted to make all issues of 
The Thayer Quarterly, older than five years, available on the TFA 
web site: http://www.thayerfamilies.com/the-thayer-quarterly/. 
Check out the Complete name index to this newsletter. With over 
23,000 entries, before this issue, the index will allow you to see if a 
story on your ancestor has been printed. 
 
   TFA Historian/Genealogist , Patricia Thayer Muno will be 
attending  the TFA meeting at West Point this year. Patricia usually 
gives a speech at these events and I imagine will bring samples of 
comprehensive Thayer genealogy to preview. You won’t be 
disappointed if you can attend. 
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An Event in the Life of  
The Honorable Nereus Mendenhall Thayer 

By Donald W. Thayer 
 

    The following events were described by my uncle, Wyatt Wilson 
Thayer (1912-1993)  in an article published in 1992 in The Heritage 
of Montgomery County North Carolina Volume II.  The story takes 
place in 1885 in Eldorado, Montgomery County, North Carolina.  
It’s important here to understand that Eldorado is located in the 
ancient Uwharrie Mountains of central North Carolina.  Gold had 
been discovered as early as 1799 in Cabarrus County, NC, and was 
also discovered in and around Eldorado.  Interest in mining that 
gold increased following the Civil War bringing men into the area.  
My grandfather, Nereus Mendenhall Thayer (1845-1934), and a 
good friend, Mr. Noah Hearne, built a general store, tanyard and a 
saloon in Eldorado in 1867.  Grandfather was elected as the 
Montgomery County Surveyor in 1868, which of course took him 
all over the county.  The store was built on the road to Troy, the 
county seat, and as my uncle tells the story “at noon each day the 
whistles of five gold mines could be heard.”  The miners made the 
demand for whisky good.  The store did a good business until the 
1920’s.   

 

 
  

Front Row: Robert Page Thayer (my father).2nd Row: Mary Louise 
Thayer, Wyatt Wilson Thayer, Pearl Thayer, Mildred Esta Thayer.  
Back Row: Nereus M. Thayer, Mary Ada Kirk Thayer.   

  The following story took place around 1885 when Nereus was 
asked if he could do a favor for him by B. T. Coggins.  Mr. Coggins 
had discovered gold on his land up in the mountains northeast of 
Eldorado.  His mine was to become one of the largest in the area.  
He sold the mine to a mining company and was paid for his land in 
gold.  It was to be delivered to him in Salisbury, NC.  Nereus was 
planning to make the two day trip to Salisbury about this time to 
pick up dry goods for his store.  Since Mr. Coggins was not able to 
make the trip he asked my grandfather if he would pick up the gold 
for him.  When asked how many men he would need to guard the 
gold, my grandfather said that he would make the trip as usual 
alone, packing the gold under the dry goods.  Later when asked 
about the trip he said that he hadn’t slept as well on the return trip. 
 
  Below is an assay report prepared for Nereus in 1894 for 0.35 
ounces of bullion indicating that it was 920 1000ths gold and 63 
1000ths silver.  I have no idea as to the source, which sounds like it 
might have been a nugget.  He did have interests at this time in at 
least two mines. 
 

   Nereus enlisted in Company B, 37th Regiment of North Carolina 
on 15 Aug 1864 at the age of 18 and was in battle 9 days after 
enlisting.  His brother Kindrick had died of his wounds in 1863.  
Nereus was at Appomattox during the surrender.  He was elected as 
a State Senator to the 1903 Assembly and was elected to the 
Montgomery County Commission in 1890 and was to serve as its 
Chairman from 1905-1917. 
 
   Nereus Mendenhall Thayer was born in Ophir, Montgomery 
County, NC, on 17 Nov 1845. He was the son of Reverend Wyatt 
Nance Thayer (1816-1885) and Cassandra Hearne Thayer.  He was 
married twice. First to Letha Coggins on 25 August 1886.  They 
had two children: Marcus Carl Thayer and Arthur Earl Thayer.  
Letha died 13 June 1889.  His second marriage was to Mary Ada 
Kirk on 10 June 1897.  They had nine children together: unnamed 
infant, Cassandra Lea, James Frank Kirk, Robert Page, Mildred 
Esta, Nereus Milton, Mary Louise, Pearl Hannah, and Wyatt 
Wilson.  The photo to the left is of the second family in about 1914.  
Nereus died 1 July 1934.  Mary Ada Kirk Thayer died 1 March 
1939. 
 

 
 

   Nereus Mendenhall8 Thayer’s lineage is as follows: Wyatt 
Nance7, James6, Abner5, Nathaniel4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1 
Thayer. This family was featured in a story in the Fall 2008 issue 
of this newsletter. This family will appear in volume 7 of Patricia 
Thayer Muno’s  Comprehensive Thayer Genealogy. 
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Historian’s Report January 2016 
by 

TFA Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno 
 
   Dear members, it is my privilege and my passion to be able to 
serve my Thayer cousins.  If, by doing so, I can lighten anyone's 
load, put a smile on anyone’s face, or wipe away a tear, then that 
is my reward!  I am here to serve the members, otherwise, what 
are they receiving in return for their membership dues?   
 
   It should be mentioned that all monies received from the sale of 
my books goes back into my publishing fund, with the exception 
of taxes and tithing.  In other words, I do not make any profit 
from the sale of my books. 
 
   The small donation received from my Thayer Pedigree 
Referral Service (TPRS) helps to pay for my office and 
operational costs.  In today’s world, the cost of printer ink alone is 
disheartening!  In the month of October, these donations helped 
me purchase stamps, envelopes and paper to send out over 300 
TFA membership applications to Thayers across the country. The 
nominal donation for my “TPRS” is often waived in return for an 
individual's agreement to join the Thayer Families Association; 
but without the TFA informing me of the members, I have no way 
of knowing who has, or has not, followed through with their part 
of the agreement.    
 
   October also marked the exciting development of my Thayer 
Family Historian Group on Facebook, where over 1,100 
(currently) Thayer cousins are able to meet and share their 
heritage and news of their individual families.  This has been a 
very rewarding experience for all participants!  
 
   UPDATE on the books of A Comprehensive 
Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America: 
 
   With the genealogical information of now over 75,000 
individuals to consider, a partitioning of the various branches is 
necessary:   
 
   Volume I should be of interest to anyone who descends from 
one of the three Immigrating Colonial brothers from Thornbury, 
Gloucestershire, England: Thomas, Richard and William Thayer.  
I only have a couple dozen copies of Volume I left unsold; 
however, with so much demand for the other volumes, I am not 
sure I will do a reprint on Volume I. 
 
   William Thayer's descendants appear in Volume II 
"Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer...," since it was not 
discovered until after the publication of that volume that he had 
immigrated also.   NEWS FLASH:  I have ample copies of 
Volume II (“Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer..”) yet available; so 
for a limited time, I am offering to pay the postage on this volume 
only (please see order form contained elsewhere in this 
publication.) 
 
   Volumes III and IV, containing the information on the 
descendants of the immigrant, Richard Thayer, are currently all 
SOLD OUT.  It is hoped there will be a reprint in the future, but 
most likely not until after VII through XI have been published.  
 
   Volumes V – X:  The family of the Immigrant Thomas Thayer 
(1596-1665) is, by far, the largest of the three brothers, and will 

require SIX “hefty” volumes (five through ten) of the eleven 
projected volumes in A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America.  Each of these volumes will contain the same 
background information relative to Thomas Thayer.  Each 
successive volume will contain the information on Thomas’ 
respective sons and grandsons. 
 
   And lastly, Volume XI, will contain the genealogical 
information of all remaining Thayer families for whom there is no 
known connection to one of the three brothers from Thornbury, 
England. 
 
   In addition to Volume VI, a private volume for the remarkable 
family of our TFA founder, Brigadier General James Burdett 
Thayer was completed in 2015! 
 
   This year, I am currently working on Volume VII, and hope to 
have it available in time for 2016 Christmas gifting.  I hope this 
helps to give our members an idea of the information contained in 
each respective volume.  It should be noted that complete sets of 
all the volumes in my "Comprehensive" series will only increase 
in value as time goes by. 
 
 

 
Lolita Ann (Thayer) Guthrie (1925-2015) 

 
   It is with great sadness that I report the passing of yet another of 
my Thayer Family Representatives.  Lolita (Thayer) Guthrie was 
one of my very early correspondents, dating back to near 3 
decades.  She served faithfully as my Representative for the 
descendants of Spencer Thayer (1799-1878), and his wife Sally 
Butler (1805-1870), of Shelby County Indiana.  Unfortunately, we 
were never successful in discovering the parentage of her 2nd 
Great Grandfather, Spencer Thayer. 
 
   She was born September 14, 1925 in Hancock County, Indiana 
to Orlando Franklin Thayer and Lora Frances Wall.  She grew up 
in Anderson, IN.  Lolita Thayer and Mearl Guthrie met at Ball 
State Teachers College in Muncie, Indian, in the fall of 1943, 
where Merle was in Army training before seeing active service in 
Europe.  After WWII ended, Mearl returned to marry Lolita and 
join her in completing college degrees.  They were married July 
21, 1946, at Central Christian Church in Anderson, Indiana, 
enjoying 66 wonderful years of marriage before Mearl passed 
away two years ago. 
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Lolita had enrolled as a freshman in Elementary Education and 
met Merle through an informal dating bureau set up on campus,  
Mearl had arrived there in August, having been transferred there 
as a cadet (student) in the Army Specialized Training Program 
(ASTP), from his original draft assignment in the Paratroopers 
training in North Carolina.  In February, 1944, all ASTPers were 
sent to Camp Hood in Texas and assigned in the 102nd Ozark 
Infantry Division.  The 102nd Ozarks was the first Division to 
land directly on the Normandy shores in the European Theater.  
Lolita graduated from Ball State Teachers College (now 
University) with a Bachelor in Education in 1947. 
 
   Merle returned to the States with a final return of the 102nd in 
March 1946, having served as Staff Sargent Major of Company B. 
407th Battalion of the 102nd, and was discharged at Fr. 
Leavenworth, Kansas.  They were married 21 Jul 1946 in the 
Central Christian Church in Anderson, Indiana, and enjoyed 66 
wonderful years of marriage before Mearl passed away two years 
ago. 
 
   Lolita taught elementary grades in Muncie, Indiana; 
Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Cincinnati, Ohio, before starting 
their family.  Mearl earned both Bachelor's and Master's degrees 
at Ball State and his PhD at the University of Minnesota. Mearl 
retired from Bowling Green State University as Professor 
Emeritus in 1985, having served the greater time a Chairman of 
the Business Education Department in the College of Business at 
BGSU.  (See Who's Who and Business Education Professional 
publications). 
 
   A stay-at-home Mom, Lolita served as an honored volunteer in 
the community for over 60 years. Activities at First Presbyterian 
Church include teacher, elder, Women’s Association, Maumee 
Valley Presbytery Ministerial Committee, and serving as a 
representative at the National Assembly.  At Bowling Green 
Schools, Lolita was a Conneaut Room Mom and helped organize 
Jr. Hi Mothers of Bobkittens (MOB).  Later, the Hospital Guild 
became a focus, and she served as co-buyer for the hospital gift 
shop.  Her most recent passion was genealogy, with leadership 
roles at the county and state levels of the Ohio Genealogical 
Society, a governor’s appointment to the Ohio Cemetery Dispute 
Resolution Commission, and receiving a volunteerism award from 
the national Federation of Genealogical Societies.  In 1988, Lolita 
was named Bowling Green Outstanding Citizen, and in 1996 
received the Wood County Good Citizenship Award. 
 
   Lolita was the mother of two children: Scott R. Guthrie, 
Bowling Green, and Carla A. (Sanner) Hall.  The family suggests 
a memorial contribution to the First Presbyterian Church or to the 
Ohio Genealogical Society.  Condolences, fond memories and 
photos may be shared with the family at 
www.dunnfuneralhome.com 
 
   Lolita’s lineage:  Lolita Ann (Orlando Franklin 1887-1983, Ira 
1859-1934, Sidney 1827-1866, Spencer 1799-1878) THAYER.  
The descendant of Spencer Thayer and Sally Butler will appear in 
Volume XI of A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America. 
 
   New research findings have revealed the following 
corrections: 
 

ERRATA:  VOLUME  V: 

-Page 294, Families #2786 and #2789:  Raymond Harold 
THAYER (born 21 Oct 1895 in Chicago, Cook, IL and died 8 Sep 
1971 in Albuquerque, Bernalillo, NM) was NOT the son of 
George Irving THAYER.  His parents are unknown.  There is no 
longer any question about George Irving Thayer being the 
individual who married Anna Rovilla JELLY, nor that he was the 
one who settled in Henry County, IL. 
 
-Page 519: 
Family #4776:  George P. Thayer, born 13 Nov 1866 in 
Newburgh, Orange, NY; married abt 1893 to Elsie Mae 
HAMILTON (9 Mar 1876 - 14 Jun 1949); they were the parents 
of one know child, Hazel Hamilton THAYER (1894-1961).  
Hazel married Charles Elmer DUNKLE (1890-1955). 
 
Family # 4777:  William Henry Thayer, born 1 Oct 1895 in 
Brooklyn, Kings, NY was NOT the son of George P. THAYER 
and Elsie Mae HAMILTON.  He married about 1921 to Thyra 
Elizabeth GRUBB (23 Jul 1899 – Apr 1950) and they were the 
parents of the two sons shown on page 519.  William Henry 
THAYER died 25 Jul 1961 in Cresson, Cambria, PA; both he and 
wife Thyra are buried in the Rose Hill Cemetery in Altoona, Blair, 
PA.   
 
The father of William Henry THAYER, according to his death 
certificate, was a Joseph Thayer who was born in NY, and died 
before 1900.  His mother was Johanna M.  (“Annie”) SCHEIT 
(1866- aft 1940) who was an immigrant from Germany. 
 

ERRATA:  VOLUME  VI: 
-Page 187, Family #6100.  William Russell THAYER married 
Connie RAMBERG, not AMBERG. 
-Page 188, Individual #6102, Russell Joseph Thayer is the father 
of #6102a. Cody J. Singletary THAYER, born 7 Jan 2002. 
 
   My heart is full of gratitude for the overwhelming love and 
support that has been extended to me as your Thayer Family 
Historian.  The TFA is all about sharing, devotion and 
celebrating family.  It is about connecting with the members 
and offering love, friendship and encouragement.  I love and 
appreciate you each dearly!  My awesome readers write: 
“Wow. That was fast. It is amazing to see it all the way to the 
1500's. Now days most people don't really consider their heritage 
since their lines are all blurred and crisscrossed but The Thayers 
have always cherished theirs….  Your Notes are of particular 
interest. They add an additional dimension to the family view. 
Thanks for making me the "first" to receive them.”  -Ronald 
 
"I think about you and all the work you have done for our 
family...the Thayer side...in connecting us to our beautiful 
ancestors. I am grateful to you. "  - Renee 
 
 “Dear Patricia,  I’ve watched and checked out the postings of the 
Thayer Family Historian [Facebook] I must say you’re a 
wonderful, kind person with a heart of gold.  Thank you for all 
your beautiful work and Verne [Louis Thayer] is a wonderful, 
awesome person who works very hard too.   Thanks to both of 
you -  Elizabeth  
 
 “We're impressed that you've been able to persevere to the sixth 
volume in this project.  More power to you!  We're truly happy to 
be able to have a part in it.  Rainbow blessings,” -Gilbert 
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 “Tricia - It has been several years since you were able to solve 
the riddle of my Canadian Thayer connection - something we both 
put a lot of time in on - and, thanks again for that.” -Paul 
 
"What a hard worker you are !  Thank you, Patricia for your 
loving diligence in working on the Thayer Family History... Bless 
you for your hard work." Caron 
 
“Wow! You are amazing!”  -Jolene 
 
"How exciting. I am patiently waiting for my volume."  -Terri 
 
“Thanks for all of your hard work in all of our behalf. We are 
blessed to have you… Thanks, Tricia, for all you do"!  ” - Marilyn 
 
"I truly appreciate the hard work that you have taken on and 
successfully accomplished on behalf of the Thayer Family 
Association. You are the primary reason that it exists in my eyes. 
The older one gets, the more that the past takes on meaning. 
...Without the itch for knowledge that was created by you and 
others, this world may not have spread out before me like I has." - 
John 
 
 "This is an awesome venture and dedication to our family 
lineage! I'm surprised how many people have no clue about their 
ancestors." - Rachel 
 
"Sounds like a daunting task. Thank you for all you do for the 
Thayer line.  Bless you for your continued efforts." - Connie 
  
"Just wanted you to know how wonderful you are for researching 
and providing history for your family." -Sherrill 
 
"I have the Nathaniel Thayer book. I am so impressed with all that 
you have done. Thanks so much cousin…I’m amazed at all that 
you have put together. I so appreciate having the information 
available." – Charles 
 
"Can't wait till book 7!" - Jean 
 
 “Patricia, so proud you have produced information which will 
last for many centuries......if not a Millennia or two!” -John 
 
 “Thanks Patricia! So excited to see the book. I am sure your heart 
and soul is in it.” -Rhonda 
 
 “I can't imagine what it takes each and every day to maintain and 
compile the documents that make up what you publish.  I find it 
incredible and awesome…..Thank you for all the posts all the 
while doing everything else you do.  You are super, Love ya.” –
Rox Ann 
            Editor’s note: Patricia provided 4-5 pages of compliments 
similar to the above. I removed them for space considerations but 
would be glad to email them to anyone interested. 
 
I hope you will enjoy the following article 
out of the TFA’s Past 

The Kin of a Famous Clan Gathers today in Braintree 
By Roberta Holland,  

The Patriot Ledger, 21 Jun 1997 
BRAINTREE – About 100 descendants of the Thayer family are 
gathered Saturday for their sixth annual family reunion. 
The well-known Braintree family is welcoming home extended 
kin from all over the country.  The celebration will be held at 

Thayer Academy, founded by one of the family’s best-known 
descendants, Gen. Sylvanus Thayer. 
The family’s roots in Braintree can be traced back to the 15th 
century.  Brothers Thomas Thayer and Richard Thayer emigrated 
from Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England to Braintree in 1637 
and 1640.  Their nephew, Nathaniel Thayer, settled in Taunton in 
1660. 
The association, founded in 1991, has grown to more than 600 
members.  The association’s mission is to assemble, preserve and 
publish Thayer genealogical and historical records. 
Descendants are coming to Braintree from as far away as 
California, Nevada and Wyoming. 
“It’s big to us, but it’s also important to the town of Braintree,” 
said Rick [Raymond Alexander] Thayer, secretary and treasurer 
of the Thayer Families Association and a North Quincy resident. 
“It’s a lot of fun for the members,” Rick Thayer said.  You see a 
lot of people and you realize you have cousins all around the 
world.  Any family can do this; we just happen to be very 
successful with it.” 
Thayer said the association’s membership has tripled in the last 
two years. 
The reunion will include an update from Patricia Thayer Muno, 
the Family Historian who lives in Beaverton, Ore.  Muno is 
working on A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of 
America, and will include everyone who can trace their link to the 
surname back to the original immigrants to at least 1920. [NOTE: 
this scope now includes all Thayers in this country and their 
progenitors from 1500 to the present generation! - PTM] 
So far, Muno’s information incudes 45,000 individual with 
biographies and pre-1920 photographs. [This number now 
exceeds 75,000! –PTM] 
“The objective of our work is to unite the Thayer families and 
preserve and make a record of our forefathers available to all,” 
Muno said in a letter to the association. “This will enable our 
children, our grandchildren and future descendants to know of the 
sacrifice they have made, making it possible to enjoy the 
freedoms that we have In this day, and that we might perpetuate 
the ‘Thayer integrity.’” 
Malcolm C. Walker, vice president of the Thayer Families 
Association and the overseer and historian of the Braintree 
Historical Society, said he didn’t realize until a couple of years 
ago that he was a Thayer himself, back by six or seven 
generations.  Walker said that he was amazed at how connected 
the various Thayers stay via E-mail.  Walker said more and more 
people are researching their family trees these days. “I think it 
shows the enthusiasm of people in this country for their 
forebears,” Walker said.  “There’s an increased interest in 
knowing the people who went before them.”  Walker said the 
Braintree Historical society fields far-flung requests for help with 
genealogical research.  “Almost daily we get a letter or phone 
call,” Walker said.  “Of course, the Thayer family is a big one.” 
Patricia’s Note:  Ninteen years ago, that was a wonderful year to 
remember, with excited members, and TFA leaders devoted to the 
cause for which the association was formed - the creation and 
preservation of a memorial of our Thayer familis!  That year, the 
city of Braintree proclaimed 21 June 1997 “THAYER DAY.”   
The TFA President at that time, Albert Thayer Morton, and 
myself were then interviewed on a Boston television program!  
Go THAYERS!!! 
 
--Here is wishing you all a very blessed New Year, 
Patricia Thayer Muno. (TriciaMuno@aol.com) 
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        Volume V is going back to press!    
Of the three currently “SOLD OUT” volumes in Comprehensive series (Volumes III, IV, 
and V), Volume V has been the most requested. And, as promised, we are going to 
return to press for those who requested a reprint of Volume V.   Volumes I, II, as well 
as Volume VI (just released in 2015) are still available. It is anticipated that Volumes 
III and IV will also be reprinted in the future.  (These limited edition volumes, as a 
complete set, will only grow in value each year!) 

 

“A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America” 

by Thayer Family Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno 

                                           2016 Thayer Book Order Form: 

Instructions: Please include your present order and print clearly all information. Your pre-payment will determine the 
number of books to be printed and insure your order. Please return this order with your check or money order ASAP!  
Thank you.                      

Your Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Phone # _________________________________  Email ____________________________________________________  

#                                   Description of available Thayer volumes cost postage totals 

 Vol I Thayer-Tayer-Theyer Families of Gloucester England 1500 –1660. (140 pp) $50 $10  

 Vol II Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660. (292pp) $60 ****  

 Vol V Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through His 
Grandsons Jonathan3 & Thomas3 (Ferdinando2, Thomas1). (812pp) 

$130 $10  

 Vol VI Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through 
His Son Ferdinando and his Grandsons Samuel3 & Josiah3 (Ferdinando2) (681pp) 

$120 $10  

                     

  Grand total: $_____________ 

**** Due to the fact there is a surplus of Volume II,  FOR A LIMITED TIME,  I am offering to pay 

the postage on this Volume only! 

Make check or money order payable to Patricia Thayer Muno. Please send this completed form and payment to:       

Patricia Thayer Muno  3618 N. 225 E. North Ogden, Utah 84414  (triciamuno@aol.com )  Editor’s cell: (801) 675-9262.  



Thayer Families Association 

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 

Dues are due January 1st each year. 

New members will receive back issues of the newsletter for the year in which they join. 
SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:              

 
Donald Thayer 
785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA    01106-2063 

 
Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and 
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above. 

 
Make check payable to “TFA”          Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount 
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated 
above. 

 
First  member  name:____________________________________birth  date:__________________________  

Second  family  member  name:____________________________birth  date:__________________________  

Number of years desired:__________ X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:________________  

Most recent Thayer connection: ___________________birth & death dates if known:__________________  

Earliest known Thayer ancestor: birth & death dates if known:   

Your  Full  Name(s)  and  Birth  Dates:_________________________________________________________  

Mailing  Address:  Number  &  Street:_________________________________________________________  

City, ________________________     State:____________________ Country, ________________________   

ZIP/PostaL Code:___________________  

Telephone numbers optional:____________________________________________________  

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____No_____  

Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic Paper   

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____No_____  

E-Mail      Address:_________________________________________________________________________  

If this is a new application, how did you discover us?_________________________________________ 

Thank you for your membership!                    Page 15 



  THE THAYER QUARTERLY 
  785 WILLIAMS STREET #303 
  LONGMEADOW, MA 01106-2063 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONTACTING TFA 

 
Complete mailing addresses have been moved to page 8. 
 
For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as 
follows: 

 
Donald Wayne Thayer 

Email:dwschome@verizon.net 
 

For family representatives and information about the 
comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write TFA 
Historian as follows: 

 
Patricia Thayer Muno 

(see address on page 8) 
 

For genealogical queries, email: 
hjthayer@verizon.net 

 
   The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2016, all rights reserved) is the 
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association INC and is 
published quarterly on the following schedule, the end of the 
month; Winter; January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; 
October.   Article selection and editorial comment is at the 
discretion of the Editor and may not reflect the views of the TFA 
Board, officers or members. All material submitted becomes the 
property of TFA. Photos can be scanned and returned. Please 
submit materials to the Editor as follows: 

Rick Thayer 
rickthayer@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Your stories are needed for this newsletter. You do not have to be 
a TFA member to submit a story! 

 
Officers, Directors of TFA 

 
President: “Will” William Russell Thayer 

WRThayer@aol.com 
Vice President: “Russ” Charles Russell Thayer 

CThayer001@roadrunner.com 
Secretary: “Don” Donald Wayne Thayer 

dwschome@verizon.net 
Treasurer “Judy” Judith L. Young-Thayer 

Jlythayer3@verizon.net 
Directors: 
Barbara Thayer Knight  GranmmaBarb360@Yahoo.com 
James Loren Thayer  Jim@JLThayer.net 
Tamara Thayer  TLThayer@Gmail.com 
Richard Allen “Rick” Thayer rickthayer@aol.com 
Madora Thayer Boyd Matboyd1924@aol.com 
 

Be sure to check out the TFA web site: 
http://thayerfamilies.com/ 

 
Your TFA board has voted to place back issues of this newsletter, 
older than five years, on the above web site. A Complete Name 
Index to this newsletter is also available on the above web site. 
Has someone written about your ancestor? Check the index! 
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	Exact dates of publication are hard to find and I ask my readers to forgive me in telling these stories out of strict chronological order. These stories are intertwined over the brief history of Thayer & Eldridge. Not all sources agree on this list...
	The first name that jumps out from the list of Thayer & Eldridge publications is John Brown. Yes, this is the John Brown (1800-1859) of Harper’s Ferry fame. Briefly, John Brown believed the only way to end slavery in the United States was to arm th...
	Seeking early success, Thayer & Eldridge wrote to James Redpath (1833-1891) asking him to write a biography on John Brown. Redpath was a reporter for the St. Louis  Daily Missouri Democrat and other publications. Redpath had what we now call specia...
	Thayer & Eldridge promised a portion of the profits of Redpath’s biography would go to Brown’s family. Redpath agreed and set to work. The work would be published as The Public Life of Capt. John Brown. Others, of course, were scrambling to publish...
	1,000 a day! The book was issued 10 JAN 1860 with more than 30,000 advanced orders. Within two weeks Thayer & Eldridge sent John Brown’s family over $1,000 ($27,697 in today’s dollars)! The book would eventually sell 75,000 copies.
	John Brown (1800-1859)
	James Redpath’s inside information would work against him. Senator James Murray Mason (1798-1871) had formed a committee to investigate the Harper’s Ferry Raid. James Redpath was summoned to testify.  After failing to appear, an arrest warrant was ...
	Thayer and Eldridge had joined the “Black Strings” a militant abolitionist group which was founded in Ohio and had spread to Boston. The group was known to meet in the offices of Thayer & Eldridge. On one occasion, this group, or at six of the memb...
	In another meeting at Thayer & Eldridge, Thomas Wentworth Higginson (1823-1911) came with a plan to break two of John Brown’s accomplices out of jail in Harpers Ferry. Thayer put up $800 cash for the effort. Higginson took $400. Thayer took the oth...
	Another name that might jump out at us is Walt Whitman and his book Leaves Of Grass, third edition. Letters exist from William
	Wilde Thayer to Walt Whitman, almost begging to publish his next edition of Leaves Of Grass. The author would agree but became increasingly involved in the publishing and printing process. Whitman was given a small office at the printers. He insisted ...
	Whitman was known to Henry Clapp Jr. (1814-1875) editor of The Saturday Press. Clapp was “always” in financial difficulty. Whitman would not intercede and Clapp wrote Thayer & Eldridge directly asking for a $100 advance on advertising account admi...
	When the 456 page volume was finally released, late, and without a portrait of the author (according to some), several copies were sent to Henry Clapp. Clapp would print a long, anonymous, review that some suspect Whitman had actually written. Many...
	Backing The Wrong Horse
	In preparation for the Republican National Convention of 1860, Thayer and Eldridge commissioned a biographical booklet on William H. Seward (1801-1872), the favorite, anticipated to have the Republican nomination for the presidential election. Sewa...
	After reading much material, I can’t help feeling sorry for Thayer and Eldridge, coming so close to success in many ways. Remember that $800 Thayer pledged for the rescue of two of Brown’s co-conspirators? Thayer would leave that canceled endeavor ...
	One source listed the publishing career of Thayer and Eldridge as lasting only from DEC 1859 to DEC 1860, another lists
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	bankruptcy in JAN 1861. Certainly the pending Civil War affected the book industry, with books being a luxury at that time. Interestingly, Thayer and Eldridge’s old boss, Horace Wentworth, took the printing plates for Leaves of Grass which Thayer and ...
	POST PUBLIShING LIFE
	In a letter started on 31 AUG 1862 and finished 6 SEP 1862, Thayer writes Walt Whitman that five months after the failure of Thayer & Eldridge he had secured a clerkship with the Boston Post Office, working nights 11PM to 7AM. Thayer writes: “here ...
	William Wilde Thayer is believed to have served in the Union Army. He reportedly was a Private in Companies D and E in the 30th Regiment, Indiana Infantry. Although a form of conscription, or draft, was used in the Civil War, I feel it is safe to s...
	William Wilde Thayer would move on to the position of Editor at the Kansas City Journal. It was at this post he would marry his second wife, Maria Howland Conwell, around the year 1873. In 1880 we find William as Editor of the Pioneer Press, St. Pa...
	We learn from Maria’s obituary that she was a graduate of the Cincinnati College of Music. Maria was an accomplished singer and taught music. It states that the couple lived in St. Paul, MN, Seattle, WA, Ann Arbor, MI and Washington, D.C. The obitu...
	William Wilde Thayer wrote his unpublished autobiography dated 1 NOV 1892. It appears William’s daughter Laurel may have typed the manuscript adding material of her own. One source says this is on microfilm in the Boston Public Library with a date ...
	William Wilde Thayer died 9 OCT 1896 and is buried in the Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, IA with his wife Maria and daughter Laurel.
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	Laurel Conwell Thayer was named “Laurel” after the village Laurel, her maternal grandfather, Rev. James A. Conwell (1786-1848), “laid out” or founded the villiage. Laurel studied and taught music at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. She worked...
	So how do we judge the life of William Wilde Thayer? Certainly we can be proud he stood against slavery! But taking up arms against your government? (You could argue the government itself eventually took up arms against its citizens). Aiding and ab...
	Let’s not romanticize the Civil War, such loss of life, such suffering. Men died and lost limbs from injuries that could now be treated in any modern emergency room, without hospitalization. The Civil War must not be forgotten. Even in 2015 we reca...
	Notes
	1 It appears Thayer & Eldridge went bankrupt before these books were actually printed, and the authors purchased the plates and published the books themselves.
	2 Collection of stories, may include other authors.
	3 This book contains the first known use of the phrases “women and children first” and “the captain goes down with the ship.”
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