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TFA PRESIDENT ORDAINED 

 
 

Rev. William Russell Thayer 
 

My Long and Winding Road to Ordination 
by Rev. Will (William Russell Thayer) 

 
  For as long as I can remember, I have always wanted to be in the 
ordained ministry. While in high school in Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts, I was contemplating the idea, and I had looked into 
a couple of divinity schools to obtain the necessary credentials. I 
visited and checked out Andover Newton Theological School, the 
oldest graduate divinity school in the country, and Tufts University 
Divinity School. It was an exciting time for me and I learned much 
about the process.  
 
  I had been raised Unitarian and Congregationalist in central and 
western Massachusetts. At times our family (including Lloyd 
Moulton Thayer, our DNA person in TFA) would attend a Unitarian 
church and, when we moved, a Congregational church. Fifty years 

after the fact, I asked my mother, “Why did we attend 
Congregational churches?” I asked this because I knew she was an 
atheist. “Better for business,” was her reply. In the 40s and 50s 
many more people attended church regularly. It was a social 
obligation in some ways, and it looked better. A funny state of 
affairs, I thought, but my father owned a large oil company in the 
town, so back then it made some sense. One had to play the game. 
 
  When I went to Springfield College, I majored in philosophy and 
religion. Enjoying it immensely, I applied myself and learned a lot 
from my professors. I found church history, theology, and 
comparative religion compelling, especially courses that gave me an 
introduction to Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam. I found discussing 
personal thoughts and feelings about religion in general interesting, 
as well as the study of religion. This preparation prompted me to 
attend Hartford Seminary Foundation in Hartford, Connecticut, after 
I graduated from Springfield College.  
 
  At first it was a challenge to engage in the depth of inquiry that I 
found at Seminary. Classes were large in the introductory subjects. I 
remember that we had to pass a foreign language exam, and I 
managed in French. Also, I was married at the time, and the 
marriage was not in good shape. It was one of the many young, 
early marriages that were plentiful in the late 60s and 70s. The two 
of us did not do the necessary groundwork, and we did not have the 
maturity to make it work. So we divorced, and I decided to 
terminate Seminary.  
 
  I was concerned about being divorced and in the ministry at that 
time, so I thought it would be better to pursue a career in social 
work. I started my social work profession at a halfway house in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. The house was very central in the City of 
Edinburgh, which made it desirable for touring the town. I was a 
Director of the Cyrenian Community, which made it possible to 
associate with other social workers and clergy in Edinburgh. There 
was even a member of the House of Lords on the Executive Board. 
The halfway house provided aftercare for young men who had been 
in hospitals for severe psychiatric disorders and in prisons for such 
crimes as stealing, rape, and murder. I stayed in social work 
aftercare for over thirty years in New Haven, Connecticut, 
Manchester, Connecticut, and New York City. I received a Master 
of Social Work degree from the University of Connecticut School of 
Social Work in 1984, having begun the degree at Columbia 
University in New York City.  
 
  I returned to my hometown, Springfield, Massachusetts, after a 
few years in New York City. After a time I obtained a position as 
Parish Visitor at South Congregational Church in East Hartford, 
Connecticut. The church had always had a strong commitment to 
visiting hospitals, rehabilitation, and nursing facilities as well as 
shuts-ins. I liked the community and fellowship of the church from 



the beginning. I was warmly greeted by members and friends as a 
visiting minister from the church.  
 
  After a few years, I started taking courses at Hartford Seminary 
again, in New Testament and the Sociology of Religion. I found the 
subjects interesting and stimulating, as I thought I would. 
Completing 42 credits at Hartford Seminary, I transferred to 
Andover Newton Theological School in Newton Centre, 
Massachusetts, which was about 90 miles from my home. I drove 
during semesters and stayed one night each week at the School. It 
was situated just a bit west of Boston and was very commuter-
friendly. I enjoyed the community at the School, and the classes 
were marvelous to attend. I received the Master of Divinity in 2005. 
 

   
 
   I was formally ordained for ministry in the Unitarian Christian 
Church on October 31, 2015, by two close friends in ministry whom 
I have known for many years; Drs. Ed Knight and Richard Phelps. It 
was a relatively small affair with about 60 in attendance—and, as 
most Protestant ordination ceremonies are, it was brief. Naturally, 
we had to have it catered, and I had a friend, who is one of the best 
in the area, do it. She made all the food herself, by hand. They were 
beautiful things to put in one’s mouth! All enjoyed the food 
probably more than the ceremony itself. 
 
   Over the years I have been blessed with epiphany moments, as I 
am sure many Thayers have, too. These are moments when one 
feels and experiences God in a personal way, and we are touched in 
a special way. For me, this may simply be a smile from a stranger, 
or encouragement when one is down. Many people over the decades 
have supported me in a profound way, to which I owe much—
especially in the ministry, when they almost insisted and begged me 
to seek ordination, and I was only lukewarm in the quest. I certainly 
do thank those people a great deal. Now that I am a senior citizen, 
as many of us are, I have attained a goal that took a long time to 
reach. But, I am pleased that my life has taken me this way, toward 
the ordained ministry. I find my ministry as Parish Visitor most 
rewarding and certainly the most meaningful work I have ever had.  
 
Hallelujah and thanks be to God!  
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THAYER FAMILIES 
ASSOCIATION REUNION 

2016 
Join us July 1-4, 2016 at West Point! 

   Come greet, meet, and mingle with our Thayer relatives from 
across this great country, gathered where General Sylvanus Thayer 
(of  our Thayer hometown of Braintree, MA) is considered “the 
Father of West Point.” Expand your family tree, get to know new 
cousins, and learn a little about Thayer movers and shakers, such as 
two 19th century artists, Abbott Handerson Thayer and Sanford 
Thayer, who have most certainly passed on their talented genes to 
the rest of us! And, of course, share our love of our Thayer-itage.* 
 
   It is the 25th Anniversary of the TFA, the 90th Anniversary of the 
Thayer Hotel, and the 240th anniversary of the Declaration of 
Independence! So much to celebrate!  
 
   It is important to register as soon as possible. If you are unable to 
get a room at the Thayer Hotel (845.446.4731) contact 
marilynthayer@verizon.net for information on rooms at the Holiday 
Inn nearby. There are additional rooms on hold there. 
 
   Dress to stay cool! It is summer and can get very warm! Don’t 
forget your hats, visors, umbrella, sunglasses and sun screen. 
Everything planned requires only comfortable casual dress and good 
walking shoes! 
 
   More information is always available at thayerfamilies.com, on 
Facebook under Thayer Families (Verne Thayer), or from 
marilynthayer@verizon.net. 
 

Schedule 
Friday, July 1,  check in at the Thayer Hotel 
 If you are staying at another hotel in the area, just join us later at 
the Thayer Hotel after you check in there! 
  --We ask each family to please consider bringing something 
homemade, donated, or solicited to add to our gift bags!  
  
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL PERSONS, 16 YEARS OF 
AGE AND OLDER, ENTERING WEST POINT ARE 
REQUIRED TO BRING GOVERNMENT ISSUED PHOTO ID 
(DRIVERS LICENSE, PASSPORT, US HIGH SCHOOL ID). 
Residents of Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, and 
Washington need an enhanced driver's license or a passport. No 
photocopies are accepted. 
 
4:00 p.m.       Meeting of the TFA Board (Eisenhower Room) 
 

• Dinner (on your own) is available at the hotel (Friday seafood 
buffet $36.95 plus tax and service), as well as at a number of 
restaurants at the bottom of the hill in Highland Falls (ranging 
from McDonald’s to Mexican to Italian to American). All are just 
a very short walk from the Hotel. (http://highlandfallsny.org/) 



--General Patton’s Tavern is also in the hotel, is family friendly, and 
offers typical bar food, such as burgers and wings, at customary 
prices. 

 
5:30 p.m.       Registration Opens (Grant Ballroom**) 
• Registration begins with cousins Janice Rowland and Judy 

Thayer at the door of the Ballroom.  
--Bring any items that you may have for our gift bags, made or 
solicited or found in your junk drawer.  (Remember: One man's 
junk is another man's treasure!)  

• Check-in, get your nametag, T-shirt, and reunion schedule 
details. 
--Are you a possible vendor? Let us know in advance to 
arrange your set-up!  
--Join our greeters Tammy and Edna Thayer (authors 
extraordinaire!) and mingle with your cousins! 
--Hobnob with our Thayer Families Historian Patricia Muno 
and her husband Don, as well as with our dedicated genealogist 
Jerry Thayer! 

 
6-9:30 p.m.    Greet-Meet-and-Mingle and Show-and-Share-the-
Love 

 
• Welcome: Will Thayer, TFA President 
• Tell us about YOUR neck of the woods. (Work with cousin 

Lloyd Thayer to trace on the large map YOUR family’s 
migration from Braintree to where YOU live NOW!) 

• Show-and-Share-the Love: Show and tell us what YOU are 
doing to preserve our Thayer history! Bring your history 
DVDs, scrapbooks, displays, artifacts, or perhaps a clever new 
way to organize your research. 

• Heartfelt Tales: In this round-table setting, share some of your 
interesting experiences while researching family history! 
   -- Bob Thayer: discovering Sanford and Bezaleel  
   -- YOUR story 
   -- Patricia Muno's favorites 
   --Tammy Thayer:  the importance of preserving our Thayer 
history AND personal stories about her award-winning book A 
Country Doctor Goes to War, which is about her grandfather 
Dr. E. A. Thayer 
-- Jerry Thayer:  240 years after the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence: Thayers in the American Revolution (where 
they enlisted and a bit about them) 
-- Lloyd Thayer:  DNA testing 
--Sharing the Thayer Dream: Don and Patricia Muno --
Researching and Publishing: Thayer Family Genealogy and 
Stories with Don and Patricia Muno 

 
9:30 p.m.  Cousin Fest at the Zulu Rooftop Lounge or hit your 
refresh button and we’ll see you in the morning! 
 
* Special thanks to Don and Patricia Muno, who coined the word 
Thayer-itage for the Salt Lake City reunion of 2008! 
** The Grant Ballroom is the Thayer Hotel's original ballroom and 
captures the essence and ambiance originally created for the 1928 
cadets. 
 

Saturday, July 2  West Point Day 
• Each guest gets free coffee in the room as well as a cup at the 

Bistro by giving your name and room number. The Bistro also 
has other beverages, fruits and pastries for sale. 
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• Breakfast (on your own) Suggested:  Park Restaurant, 451 
Main Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928, tel: 845.446.8709 
(across the street from the West Point Museum) 

• Meet in the Thayer Lobby at 8:45 a.m. 
9a.m.-12 p.m.     Guided Bus and Museum Tour with West Point 
Tours   

(casual attire) $22 per person includes bus and museum 
guides, driver tip, and tips for guides) Our guide Mary is 
a treasure-trove of information! 
 

• Wear your TFA Reunion T-shirts today and meet in the 
lobby at 8:45 a.m. 

• Departure from the Hotel is at 9 a.m. sharp 
• Bring along any snacks or beverages you might like on the bus 

this morning. 
• Included: group photo stops, Cullum Hall (the refurbished 

memorial hall for those killed in action), West Point customary 
stops, as well as the West Point Cemetery (and the grave of 
Sylvanus Thayer), the Cadet Chapel, and much more! 

 
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the West Point Museum  
• followed by a leisurely 5-minute walk back to the Thayer Hotel 

for our Grand Luncheon. Anyone who needs a ride can let 
Marilyn or Bob Thayer know in advance to arrange 
transportation. 

 
2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Grand Luncheon (MacArthur Dining Rm.) 
Blessing of the Food:  Rev. Will Thayer 
(deserts follow in the Eisenhower Room) 

 
3:30 - 4:30 p.m. Warm-Up with Edna Thayer followed by 
• Workshops (in the Eisenhower Room) 
• Don Muno: Create a Story With Your Camera  
• Q & A with Patricia Muno 
 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Special Meeting of the Membership 
• Introduction of amendments to TFA bylaws 
• Meet volunteers seeking TFA Board positions (voting to follow 
at the business meeting. 

 
5:45 p.m.   Thayer Families Association Business Meeting All 
adults and friends should attend, but only registered, dues paying 
TFA members can vote on business items. 
     After the business meeting options:  
1. Take a walk through the West Point grounds to Trophy Point for 
the 8 p.m. West Point Band Concert, followed by fireworks. (In 
case of rain, festivities will be held on July 3, which is also NYC 
Day.) 
2.  Drive separately to Newburgh for the Hudson River Cruise and 
fireworks. (If this interests you, call TODAY!!!) The Fireworks 
Cruise departs at 8:00 p.m. from Blue Pointe Landing, about 30 
minutes from West Point. Plan to be aboard at 7:30 p.m. Cost is 
$37.00 for adults and $28.00 for children 11 and under. (If West 
Point postpones the fireworks, the Cruise will be rescheduled to 
Sunday, July 3.)  Normally tickets are purchased through Zerve on 
line at www.prideofthehudson.com or by phone 888-442-5211. 
However,  for our group in order to avoid paying the ticket service 
charge we can reserve directly with Hudson River Adventures and 
send a check for payment. If anyone wants to purchase directly with 
Hudson River Adventures it would be best for them to email them at 
hudrivad@gmail.com. 
3.  Meet at the Zulu to watch the fireworks from the outdoor patio. 
 
4.  Use the fitness room, or rest up for tomorrow's big day in NYC! 

http://www.prideofthehudson.com/
mailto:hudrivad@gmail.com


  
* In case of rain, we will continue our mingling in the hotel. 

Sunday, July 3 New York City Day 
(casual attire) 
Breakfast (on your own)  
• 8 a.m. Guided Bus Tour with West Point Tours  

Discover “The City That Never Sleeps” -- a historical and 
cultural center of the world! We’ll take a sightseeing tour to 
experience some of NYC’s top attractions, including a walk in 
Central Park, some free time in Manhattan to be awed by the 
magic of Times Square, the 9/11 Memorial, Wall Street, Little 
Italy, Chinatown, Harlem, Lincoln Center, Rockefeller Center, 
and lots more!  
-- Depart 8 a.m. on Sunday, July 3, from the Thayer Hotel and 
Tour NYC  
-- Depart 8 p.m. on Sunday from NYC to return to the Thayer 
Hotel, about 10 p.m. 
-- Our guide Martha Lanzillotti (contact: 212.861.6343) will 
spend 6 or more hours with us, showing us the highlights of the 
Big Apple. Let us know if there is something special you would 
like to do or see and we'll ask her to include it. 
Not interested in New York City? C.Y.O.P! (Choose Your 
Own Plans)  
OTHER OPTIONS FOR SUNDAY: The Hudson Valley is 
chock full of wonderful sights and it is an easy drive for those 
Thayers who opt out of the NYC Day Trip. Try 
http://www.travelhudsonvalley.com/things-to-do/  

• Our suggestion: go to Hyde Park where you'll find: 
-FDR Presidential Library and Museum 
-Franklin Delano Roosevelt Home 
-Val-Kill Cottage Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site  
-Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site  
-Lunch at the Culinary Institute of America in one of 5 award 
winning restaurants. After savoring this fine dining experience, 
tour the institution and view the beautiful grounds. (Reserve 
online or call way in advance!)  

• Storm King Art Center 
• Walkway Over the Hudson (Poughkeepsie) 
• Boscobel House & Gardens (Garrison)  
• Washington's Headquarters Site (Newburgh) 
• Call ahead to make reservations for the tour times you would 

like. Tours book quickly even in the off season! 
• ** If you have a national parks pass, yay! Use it in Hyde Park! 
 
Monday, July 4     Farewell Day or 
Celebrate the 4th! 
 
8:00 a.m. - ? Family Farewell Breakfast -- (on your own) meet at 
the Park Restaurant, 451 Main Street, Highland Falls, NY 10928, 
tel: 845.446.8709 (across the street from the West Point Museum). 
Say good-bye for now, but keep in touch!  
 
3p.m.  Highland Falls 4th of July Parade  
• featuring the West Point Band 
 
If you are staying on, there are many more ideas: Lunch at 
Benny Havens? Outlet mall shopping? Washington’s headquarters 
in Newburgh (about 30 minutes away)? Trekking Bear Mountain. 
Visiting the hometowns of our ancestors in New England. 

SEE REGISTRATION FORM ON NEXT PAGE 
 

Page 4 

CONTACTING TFA 
 

   For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as 
follows: 

 
Donald Wayne Thayer 

785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063 
Email:dwschome@verizon.net 

 
   For genealogical queries, family representatives and information 
about the comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write 
TFA Historian as follows: 

 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
3618 North 225 East 

North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
 

For genealogical queries, contact: 
Jerry Thayer 

Email: hjthayer@verizon.net 
 

   Stories for this newsletter are not only welcomed, but needed. 
Please consider writing a story on your Thayer related materials. 
If you are new to TFA, check out our web site and look under the 
“TQ” pull-down menu. Back issues of the TQ, older than 5 years, 
are posted on-line. By looking at back issues you can get a sense of 
what materials we like to publish. If you have an idea, but don’t 
want to write your own story, send your idea to me and perhaps I 
can write something for you. 
 
   You do not have to be a member of TFA to submit a story, or ask 
if we have information on your family! Check out The Complete 
Name Index to this newsletter to see if your ancestor appears in an 
issue: http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20IND
EX.pdf 

Rick Thayer 
3792 Schultz RD NW 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

rickthayer@aol.com 
 
   The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2016, all rights reserved) is the 
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association INC and is 
published quarterly on the following schedule: the end of the 
month, Winter- January; Spring- April; Summer- July; Fall- 
October. 

 
   Article selection and editorial comment is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect the views of the TFA Board, officers or 
members. All material submitted becomes the property of TFA. 
Photos can be scanned and returned.  

 
   Deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is 9 JULY. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

TFA dues for 2016 were due January 1st. Please 
use the form on page 15 to send in your dues. A 
separate  dues notice will not be sent. If you fail 
to send in your dues, this will be the last 
newsletter you receive. You must be a dues 
paying member to vote at the TFA Business 
Meeting. Thank you. 

 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60801-d105844-Reviews-Franklin_D_Roosevelt_Presidential_Library_and_Museum-Hyde_Park_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60801-d106611-Reviews-Franklin_Delano_Roosevelt_Home-Hyde_Park_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60801-d109899-Reviews-Val_Kill_Cottage-Hyde_Park_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60801-d105842-Reviews-Eleanor_Roosevelt_National_Historic_Site-Hyde_Park_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g60801-d105845-Reviews-Vanderbilt_Mansion_National_Historic_Site-Hyde_Park_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g48443-d2249606-Reviews-Walkway_Over_the_Hudson-Poughkeepsie_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g47774-d207321-Reviews-Boscobel_House_Gardens-Garrison_New_York.html
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g48254-d1798458-Reviews-Washington_s_Headquarters_State_Historic_Site-Newburgh_New_York.html
mailto:hjthayer@verizon.net
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
http://www.thayerfamilies.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TQ%20COMPLETE%20NAME%20INDEX.pdf
mailto:rickthayer@aol.com


“We’re Coming to West Point!”  

 
Attendee information, as required for the West Point Day Tour manifest: (use back if more space is needed) 
 
____________________________DOB_______________ Type of ID__________ State/Country_____________
 Name, Last and First 
     
____________________________DOB_______________ Type of ID__________ State/Country_____________
 Name, Last and First 
 
____________________________DOB_______________ Type of ID__________ State/Country_____________
 Name, Last and First 
 
____________________________DOB_______________ Type of ID__________ State/Country_____________
 Name, Last and First 
 
Mailing address:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BEST way to contact you (add your cell for contact information during the reunion):  Please PRINT NEATLY! 
Tel. number:__________________________ email:________________________________________________ 
Cell:_________________________________ May we share your info with reunion guests? _____yes ____ no 

 
Number attending: ________  Reunion T-shirt sizes and number of each size (complimentary from TFA): 

 Youth: Small_____ Medium_____ Large_____ 
 Adult: Small_____ Medium_____ Large_____ XL_____ XXL_____     
 

Please tell us how many to include in the following; and send your payment check accordingly, along with your 
registration form (made out to Thayer Families Association): 
_____ Saturday, July 2, guided tour of West Point @ $22 per person =     $______________ 
_____ Saturday dinner in the Thayer Hotel’s McArthur Room @ $50 per person =   $______________ 
_____New York City bus and tour @ $47 per person (8 am – 10 pm                             $______________ 

           TOTAL    $_______________ 
 
 
Please email marilynthayer@verizon.net  or call 315.963.7021 with your questions and suggestions! 

 
 

Please send checks made out to TFA, along with registration forms AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to:  
Judith Young-Thayer, 1006 Old Denbigh Boulevard, Apt. 213, Newport News, VA 23602-2029 

 
Registration DEADLINE is May 30, 2016 
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MeaganTaylor (Thayer) Dancer 
By: 

Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 
 

   The Thayer family is known for it’s service to the nation in the 
military. Although the most famous, Sylvanus Thayer, had no 
descendants, many other Thayers served in each of the wars this 
country has engaged in. One of the newest to serve is Meagan 
Taylor (Thayer) Dancer. 
 

 
 
Judith L. Young-Thayer, Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer, Megan 
Taylor (Thayer) Dancer 
 
   Meagan was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, daughter of Gary 
Taylor Thayer and Janis Denise Wright. She attended various 
schools in the Charlotte area where she excelled in sports both at 
school and in club soccer. She graduated from the University of 
North Carolina, Charlotte in 2014.  In that year she married Donald 
Chadwick Dancer, son of Craig Franklin Dancer and Linda Kay 
Heaton.  Chad had also graduated from the University of North 
Carolina, Charlotte, and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant, 
US Air Force.  Soon after their marriage Chad was activated, was 
assigned to Barksdale Air Force Base, Louisiana and the couple 
moved there. 
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   Meagan worked at a number of jobs in the Shreveport and Bossier 
area but none seemed to satisfy her. She then took a step that many 
Thayers before her had taken. She enlisted in the US Air Force in 
November of 2015 and was activated in January 2016. She reported 
to the Air Force Basic Training site at Lackland Air Force Base in 
San Antonio, Texas for the grueling seven week basic training. Her 
class contained almost 800 enlistees, both male and female. Her 
individual flight was just over 50 persons.  The training was the 
same grueling events, both physical and mental, for both male and 
female.  Meagan was appointed Dorm Chief of the female 
contingent of her flight with responsibilities to ensure her charges 
were on time and in good order.  A number of the enlistees dropped 
out of training at this stage. 

 
   Meagan passed all of the training in a superlative way and at 
graduation she was named the Honor graduate of her Flight ahead 
of both male and female graduates. She graduated as an Airman 
third class, E3, as a result of her Honors graduate and college 
degree. She was awarded an Honor Graduate ribbon to wear along 
with her National Defense ribbon. Graduation ceremonies were held 
in March. On Thursday, March 10, a 1.5 mile run was held in 
formation for the observation of parents and other relatives. This 
was followed by a formation of all Flights and a designation of the 
Honor graduates from each Flight. Graduation ceremonies were 
held on Friday, March 11. Due to inclement weather the ceremonies 
were held indoors in dress uniforms. Meagan then got to salute her 
husband Chad for the first salute after her confirmation as an 
Airman. A final formal inspection was held on Saturday, March 12 
and the new Airmen were allowed full leave to enjoy with their 
families.  

 
   Attending the ceremonies were Meagan’s husband Chad now a 
First Lieutenant, mother Janis, Chad’s parents, and Meagan’s 
grandparents Jerry and Judy Thayer. We all celebrated with a visit 
to San Antonio’s River Walk along the San Antonio River; a boat 
ride along the river; a great Mexican dinner at Rita’s and then a visit 
to the Alamo. Church services were held on Sunday, March 13 and 
were attended by the new Airmen and their guests. Following that 
there was a brunch and then the visitors left for home. 

 
   Meagan had the next week at Lackland AFB for final preparations 
for the next step in her Military career. She will have six weeks of 
technical training at Keesler Air Force Base in Biloxi, Mississippi.  
Following that she will be assigned to a unit at an active air base. 
They are hoping that it will be at Barksdale with her husband.  The 
Air Force tries hard to keep married couples together but cannot 
always accomplish that.  Here is hoping that in this case it will work. 

 
   Judy and Jerry are very proud of our families’ Military service. 
Grandson William Ryan Thayer is serving in the Marines, grandson 
Michael Henry Thayer is a Cadet at Virginia Tech on an ROTC 
scholarship and will enter the Army after graduation, and now 
granddaughter Meagan and her husband are members of the Air 
Force.  Jerry served 30 years in the Army and Judy’s father and 
brother were naval officers. 
 
   Thank you for your service Meagan! Judith L. Young Thayer 
“Judy” is long-time Treasurer to TFA. Henry Jerome “Jerry” Thayer 
is long time assistant TFA genealogist to Patricia Thayer Muno. 
Jerry is also a frequent contributor to this newsletter.   Editor 

  
 

 
 



 

JOSIAH THAYER 1836 – 1860 
By:  

Martha Thayer Evans 
 
   Josiah was the second son and 3rd child of Joseph Thayer (1808-
1870) and Clarissa Abigail Swift Thayer (1812-1854), our great 
great grandparents.  He was an older brother of our great 
grandfather, John Nelson Thayer (1848-1909). Josiah’s lineage is: 
Josiah8, Joseph7-6-5, Oliver4, William3, Shadrach2, Thomas1 Thayer. 
 
   On July 20, 1860 Josiah’s body was found on the street a few feet 
from where he attempted to kill his wife a day or so earlier. This 
was approximately one month after they were married. 
 
    According to the Council Grove Press, a note was found in 
Thayer’s pocket addressed to his wife’s mother, Abigail Royce 
Fortune (1817-1894).  In the note Thayer speaks of his love for her 
daughter, their marriage; of reports against the virtue of his wife, 
that she had been found in bed with another man; that a married 
man had boasted to him that day of his intimacy with his wife even 
in the presence of that wife; and they had parted.  
 
   Thayer encountered his wife Marian Fortune (1840-1887) (yes 
that’s really her maiden name) in early evening as she was returning 
from shopping.  He told her he was leaving for Pike’s Peak and he 
wanted to part as friends as they should never again see each other.  
He wanted to give her a parting kiss.  He put his hand on her 
shoulder but instead of a kiss he shot her.  The bullet grazed her 
face but didn’t enter her skull.  Thayer immediately fled to the 
woods. 
 
   Mrs. Thayer (Marian Fortune) returned to the home of William 
Mansfield, Justice of the Peace.  Marian had moved to the area 
about a year earlier with the Mansfield family. The sheriff was 
summoned and he sent a pose of citizens looking for Thayer. The 
sheriff offered a $50.00 reward for the apprehension and delivery of 
Thayer. 
 
   When Josiah Thayer’s body was discovered there were two bullet 
holes in his head.  The coroner summoned a jury.  Their verdict was 
death by pistol wounds inflected by himself! 
 
   Later a coroner reported that there were no marks of gunpowder 
on Thayer’s body.  The coroner estimated that Thayer had been 
dead from 16 to 20 hours when he was found.  Perhaps the body had 
been placed during the night to be found in the morning. 
 
   In Josiah’s pocket was a counterfeit $10.00 bill and a small pocket 
revolver, too small to shoot the size bullet that entered Thayer’s 
head. 
 
   There were many unanswered questions by the citizens of Council 
Grove.  Josiah, whose alias was “Cye Smith,” was thought to be a 
member of a large gang of horse thieves.  Perhaps there were 
problems within the gang. 
 
   Meanwhile in the town of Ela, Lake Co. Illinois the Alexander 
Robert Fortune (1814-1866) family got word of the incident and 
immediately responded with a letter to the Council Grove Press 
dated August 1, 1860.  They defended their daughter’s character and 
said that Thayer had imposed himself upon Marian and after they 
married Marian found out that Josiah was a member of a gang and 
she “being naturally a high minded and honorable woman 
threatened to expose him and his gang, hence they manufactured 

these false reports on her fair name.”  The letter goes on to plea for 
a correction to the erroneous impressions that were cast on the 
character of Mrs. Thayer.  The letter is signed by 46 people who 
claimed they knew the family of Alexander Fortune.  They said they 
had been neighbors of the Fortune family for nearly 20 years and 
had known the children since infancy and Marian’s character was 
beyond reproach.   
 
   There was also a short letter written by Marian’s mother, Abigail 
Fortune, in which she begs the people of Kansas to protect Marian 
and “see her safe home.” 
 
   It’s interesting that Marian Fortune Thayer appears in the 1860 
US Census of Council Grove, Kansas Territory, as Marian Fortune, 
living with the family of John Delashmut and she also appears in the 
1860 US Census of Ela, Lake Co. Illinois living with her father.  
The Kansas Census was taken on July 5,   and the Illinois census on 
August 11.  Did she really make it from Council Grove to Ela in 
less than 1 month?  Did her family know that she was on her way 
home and they included her in the census? 
 
   There are many unanswered questions.  Did Marian have a child 
by Thayer nine months later?  Where was Josiah’s body buried?  
Did the Thayer family of Crawford Co. PA ever know what 
happened to Josiah?  Why did Josiah go to Kansas?  Did he have 
legal problems in Crawford Co.?  I leave these questions to you, the 
younger generation. 
 
    My source of information was microfilmed copies of the Council 
Grove Press newspaper; July 20, July 30, August 25, 1860 and the 
1860 US Census of Council Grove, KS Territory and Ela, Lake 
County, Ill.  I found no record of Josiah Thayer alias Cye Smith at 
the courthouse in Council Grove.  There is reference on page 31 to 
the incident in the book, History of Morris County 1820 to 1890 by 
John Maloy, published by Morris Co. Historical Society.  That 
reference is a reprint of the newspaper account.  A local Council 
Grove historian, Kenneth McClintock, was interesting to talk to.  He 
recalled reading the account of Cye Smith. 
 
   My lineage: Martha Thayer Evans11, Raymond Ellsworth10, Fred 
Leroy9, John Nelson8, Joseph7-6-5, Oliver4, William3, Shadrach2, 
Thomas1 Thayer. 
 
   On 9 Oct. 2010 I received the following e-mail from Jerry Thayer, 
assistant genealogist of the Thayer Family Association. 
“Hi Martha, got a sequel for your story.  I think the Fortune family 
went to get Marian. I found Alex-(Alexander) Fortune and his two 
older sons William age 22 and John age17 in the 1860 census in 
Tarryall & South Pond Twp, Arapahoe, KS.  They probably were 
hunting for Marian and it may be that the IL. listing was just 
members of the family or possibly Alexander and the boys went to 
KS after Marian and got back home.  William and John are married 
and farming in Pleasant Valley Twp, Grundy, IA in the 1870 
census.  I found Abigail R. Fortune, Marian’s mother in 1880 in 
Washington Twp, Chickasaw, IA with her daughter Alfene Lenora 
who married Jacob Bauer.  No sign of Alexander.  Alexander 
Fortune married Abigail Royce 1 Jan 1838 in Will County 
IL.(Illinois Marriage Records).  I find no marriage for Marian in the 
IL records.” 
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A Child’s Curiosity Bears Fruit for the World 
By 

Larissa Cullen 
 
   I first learned about my Cousin Dr. Edwin L. Moore (1916 - 2009) 
from a cryptic mention in a letter from my Great-Aunt, Miss 
Eleanor Wiley Thayer (1906-1990), the gist of it being that we are 
related to the inventor of frozen orange juice. A Google search 
brought up a small trove of information, and I am able to 
supplement the details you will find about Cousin Edwin (via his 
Wikipedia page) through my own specific genealogy research. For 
instance, I dug around and confirmed the L stands for Lewis, his 
Grandfather and my Great-Great Grandfather, Reuben Lewis 
Thayer, Sr. (1848-1929). Now, I will start from the beginning. 
 

 
 

Dr. Edwin Lewis Moore 
 
   Edwin Lewis Moore was the only son of a second-generation 
mortician, and his mother was Martha Grace Thayer (1881-1926). 
Edwin’s Thayer lineage is: Martha Grace10, Reuben Lewis9, 
Reuben8, Hezekiah7, Reuben6, Hezekiah5-4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1 
Thayer. He was born and raised in Springfield, Massachusetts. I 
know three things for certain about his childhood. First, he worked 
in a grocery. He had two uncles who were grocers: Reuben Lewis 
Thayer Jr. (1884-1972) was a Westfield grocer, and Robert Woods 
Thayer (1886-1945) was a Springfield grocer. One may presume he 
worked for his Uncle Robert, however more research is needed. 
Second fact: his mother died when he was only 10 years old, which 
was certainly very difficult for a young boy, an only child, a 
mortician's son. Lastly, he once grew a Duncan Grapefruit tree in 
his basement, to a height of two feet and no more. I imagine this bit 
of sunny life, struggling to thrive from a single seed in his cold, 
dark basement, and think it must have brought him great joy while it 
lasted. It certainly sparked his interest in the world of citrus, for he 
went on to achieve greatness, and we literally enjoy the fruits of his 
labors now, and for untold generations to come. 
 

   His next place for quiet experimentation was an old USDA lab in 
Winter Haven, Florida. It was 1942, and he had achieved a 
doctorate in food technology from Massachusetts State College, 
also the alma mater of yet another of Edwin's Thayer uncles: Clark 
Leonard Thayer, (1890-1982), class of 1911. Edwin was part of a 
three-man team tasked with finding a more viable form of orange 
juice concentrate, palatable and nutritious, to ward off the threats of 
wartime scurvy. After three years of research, success was achieved 
and the road was paved for the frozen food and Florida citrus 
industries. Their 1948 patent was taken over by the USDA, however 
our soft-spoken, spotlight-averse cousin was not one who seemed to 
mind. He achieved many quiet accolades over his prolific career, 
and is to date considered the world's leading expert in the vitamin 
and nutrient content of citrus. On a side note, to those who ever met 
my own father, one would understand how some of their 
fundamental traits of studious, humble pursuit were part of their 
enigmatic DNA, further supporting the adage that "the fruit doesn't 
fall far from the tree." 
 

 
 

EDITORIAL 
By 

Richard A. Thayer, Editor 
Oral History 

 
   I once attended a Sunday School class that included the subject of 
oral history vs. written history. We, in the West, place a great deal of 
emphasis on written history. The far East, and ancient cultures placed 
their emphasis on oral history. A great deal of this may be due to the 
lack of a written language and a lack of writing materials. 

 
   In a culture of oral history, a great deal of emphasis was placed on 
getting the story right. As a younger generation began telling stories 
around the campfire, an elder would correct them if they got it 
wrong. But even an oral history so closely guarded can get it wrong. 
I grew up with my grandmother talking frequently about Elbertha 
Mains. My grandmother was long gone by the time I became 
interested in genealogy. I remembered this name and decided to 
research it to see if Elbertha Mains was related.  
 
   Low and behold, the name turned out to be L. Bertha Mains! 

 
   There is a lesson here folks. You may have heard the admonition; 
“don’t believe anything you hear and only half of what you see.” 
 
   We who do genealogy need to do our due diligence, lest we 
perpetuate erroneous date. In my opinion, the internet is a great 
research tool. However, posting erroneous data on the internet allows 
that data to spread like wild fire. Sites like Ancestry.com allow 
individuals to post their family tree. There is an option, but not a 
requirement, to list source documents. You have to wonder how 
many people proudly rushed to post their family tree as told to them 
by grandma. Was grandma right? How about that family Bible with 
all the entries made with the same pen, in the same hand, as if entered 
by some good meaning ancestor, all in one sitting? Probably less 
reliable than if the entries were made at the time of the event. 
 
   So use all the resources at your disposal, but do your own research 
and check every source. Don’t fall victim to shortcuts like copying 
someone’s family tree. 
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A Canadian Thayer Connection 
By:  

Debbie Thayer, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 
 
   My father, Cyril ‘Cy’ Willard Thayer, lived his entire life in Sault 
Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada  (aka the Soo). He was born on July 20, 
1910 and died on November 24, 1998 of heart failure. He and Doris 
Retta Allard married in the Soo on June 12, 1946. The ashes of both 
are buried in Pine Grove Cemetery. 
 

 
 

Zella, Cyril, and W. I. Thayer 
 
   Cy remembered visiting his grandmother Persis’s Ellen (Cooley) 
Thayer side of the family in New Hampshire and really enjoying the 
time with his cousins. 
   Cy  told the military that he had attended Edith Cavell School 
from 1917 to 1924 where he earned High School Entrance, Soo 
Collegiate from 1924 to 1925 where he earned Matriculation, Soo 
Technical High from 1925 to 1927 where he took commercial 
courses, and finally Furse Business College in the Soo from 1927 to 
1928 where he completed Grade VIII Ontario Commercial. 

      Cy enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force on May 4, 1943 
in North Bay, ON, at a rank of AC2 standard aircrew (Aircraftman 

second class deferred) with no previous flying experience. His 
references at the time included barrister Magistrate McEwen, 
druggist C.R. Eaid, clothing store owner H.R. Lash, and lumber 
merchant, F.E. Hollingsworth. He listed his interests as softball and 
occasionally swimming, and noted he was insured by the Sun Life 
Assurance Co. His first unit assignment was No.2, Manning Depot, 
RCAF, Arena Building, Brandon, Manitoba on June 22, 1943. On 
June 27 he was moved to 1 CNS Rivers Manitoba but by June 27 he 
was listed with the 23 PAED (Pre-Aircrew Education 
Department), University of Toronto, Toronto, ON. On July 8, Cy 
was admitted to hospital and discharged from there on July 16. He 
then went on sick leave from July 22 to July 31. He was officially 
discharged from the Air Force on August 2, 1943 as “Physically 
unfit for any form of Air Force service” although his “conduct and 
character” were described as “good” and his qualifications as 
“satisfactory”. 
   After their marriage, Cy and Doris lived in an apartment on the 
upper floor of a house on Albert Street along with their first son, 
Michael David. They soon built a home which came to house all 
seven members of the family. 
   Cy and Doris purchased a lot with a small building beside Goulais 
Bay in the early 1950s. With help from others, they built a two-story 
camp that stands today. It was sold to a minister and his wife from 
the United States after Doris and Cy died. Over the years, Cy 
completed the Dale Carnegie course and joined several 
organizations such as the Masons, the International Order of Odd 
Fellows (I.O.O.F), the Chamber of Commerce, the Lyons Club, etc., 
however, he was a staunch supporter of the Red Cross Society. He 
would do what he could, even building cupboards and shelves for 
the Cancer Society Office in his trademark yellow arborite material. 
   He drove around the Soo for years in a half-ton truck with two 
large red crosses at each end of the cab rear window. The sides of 
the truck were emblazoned with that year’s chosen slogan. 
   Meanwhile, Doris was a full-time homemaker with five children 
to look after. About 1963, she began to work outside the home as a 
salesclerk at Simpsons Sears, at the corner of Queen and Elgin 
Streets, until she retired from Sears Canada about 1975. 
   The Thayer family moved from the original home in 1969. In 
1988, after their children had moved on, Doris and Cy built a new, 
smaller home for themselves around the corner from Thayer 
Lumber. 
   My grandfather, Willard Isaiah/Izaih Thayer, commonly referred 
to as W.I., was born on July 11, 1872, in Northumberland, Coos 
County, NH, USA. One day he and his wife, Zella, were driving on 
the Mission Road, Goulais Bay, ON, when their car broke down. 
W.I. suffered heat stroke and died later on February 14, 1956 in the 
Soo. 
   W. I.  married Zella Agnes Tier (1885-1969) on November 27, 
1907 in the Soo. Both are buried in Pine Grove Cemetery. 
   W.I. was an ambitious and forward-thinking man. He tried a 
number of careers before coming to Canada. After attending Shaw's 
Business College in Portland, ME, in January 1893, he worked at 
distributing steamed “Pure Spruce Gum” and then as a clerk at The 
Grange (see Miscellaneous info: The Grange). W.I. maintained a 
diary in 1900 which lists his address as Grange, NH, USA and that 
one should contact Coos Lodge No. 25 I.O.O.F. (International Order 
of Odd Fellows) in case of emergency. Starting on January 1, 1900, 
W.I. notes that he “commenced to take inventory of goods”. From 
January 8 to April 7, 1900, his diary simply notes that he “clerked” 
each working day. On Sundays, he usually “went home” where once 
“Maud and Walter called”, or he “visited Henrys”, or went to a 
dance. Once W.I. had moved his trunk home on April 9, suddenly 
his diary includes more detail and personal information. 
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   On April 23, 1900, W.I. went to Boston, Massachusetts, by train. 
Two days later, after taking in “the sights of the city”, he boarded a 
train for Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan where he stayed at the Hotel 
Arlington. As of April 30, 1900 he started working for the 
International Paper Co. and later moved on to the Michigan Pulp 
Wood Co. W.I. recorded that he stowed pulp wood on boats, 
worked log booms, and regularly checked in at logging camps 
where he often did the books. He makes mention of working on the 
boarding house where he was staying putting up screens 
(“mosquitoes are awfull [sic] thick”) and, being an enterprising 
man, “washed and made curtins [sic]". His first foray to Ontario 
appears to have been a trip to Batchawana Bay on the tug James 
Norris. By July, 1900, W.I. had moved to Stokely Creek. 
Presumably, this is Stokely Creek, Goulais, ON, as he notes 
working at nearby Ontario sites afterwards such as Pancake Bay. 
W.I. was diagnosed with typhoid fever in October 1900 and didn’t 
return to work in the woods until early December. By 1901 he was 
noting hair remedies in the back of his diary. W.I. was vaccinated 
against small pox in December and casually mentions burning a 
cabin infected with small pox at the end of January 1901. 
He left the Michigan Pulp Wood Co. in June 1903 and by 
September 1903 he was a conductor with the Boston Elevated 
Railway. 
   In 1906, he started the Goulais River Sand and Gravel Company 
and became a naturalized Canadian citizen on June 12. Doris 
recalled that W.I. said he decided to stay in the Soo after tasting 
the water. Local history has it that the sand and gravel company 
wasn't a success because there was too much mud to be filtered 
out. 
   When W.I. married Zella in 1907, he listed his occupation as 
clerk. They lived at 284 Wellington Street before building their 
permanent home at 366 Northland Road. Four years after their 
marriage, and after Cyril was born, W.I. was working as a 
lumberman in East Algoma where he participated in the 1911 
Census of Canada Bush Poll. In the poll, he said that the previous 
year, in 1910, he had worked 50 weeks of 60 hours and earned 
$1000 total. He also had insurance in the amount $36.95. 
W.I. started the Thayer Lumber Co. Ltd. at 351 Northland Road in 
the Soo in 1910 as a logging and sawmill operation. He built a 
home for his family across the street which is currently owned and 
occupied by his great-grandson and his family. Willard had his 
tough business side. In 1952, he fired all his employees because 
some had been looking to unionize. The next week he hired back 
those willing to continue to work for him without the union. 
An excerpt from a locally published historical pamphlet called 
“Local Hero” summarizes W.I.’s presence in the Soo: 
“…Soon after his arrival, he [W.I.] purchased land that is now 
known as Kinsmen park, Hiawatha conservation and landslide 

area [sic . Not one to let his business ventures hinder a social life 
he decided to court and marry a young local girl. Miss 
Zetta [sic] Tier from the Buttermilk Hill area of Goulias [sic]… 
With the building of his small empire son Cyril arrived in 
Nineteen-ten. 
   Being a visionary and seeing the possibilities of the area, he 
forged forth investing in logging, a lumber mill, real-estate, a 
gravel pit, facilitating loans, a fish hatchery and in the infancy of a 
growing tourism trade. The landslide ski hill was washed away to 
retrieve washed gravel. It was the view from the top of the hill that 
held potential. A lodge with cabins overlooked the vista of 
waterways, falls, gorge and the ruggedness of the true Northern 
Ontario… Most of the land he owned was barren in the Hiawatha 
area. To enhance the look of the area, along with giving a nature 
look to accompany his Lodge, he decided to seed the land. Being 
an innovator, trying by what he thought best, the land was planted 
with jack and red pine trees. In the straight lines the trees were 
planted equal distances apart. This incentive was new, ahead of its 
time  Once the trees began to grow…he decided to donate a 
portion of land to the Kinsmen…Early Nineteen-seventies saw the 
city of Sault Ste Marie, buy the rest of the area to create a 
conservation area…" 
Woodman Wallace Thayer was born on June 6, 1846 in 
Bethlehem, East Landaff/Grafton, NH, USA and died on March 17, 
1933, in the Soo of “senile decay”. 
He married Persis Ellen Cooley on September 26, 1867 in 
Littleton, NH, USA. Both Woodman and Persis lived with their 
son, Willard, and his wife, Zella, at 366 Northland Road in the Soo 
until their deaths. They are buried in Pine Grove Cemetery. 
Persis Ellen Cooley was born on July 8, 1850 in Landaff, Grafton, 
NH, USA. She died on October 3, 1933 in the Soo from “senile 
decay” shortly after Woodman. 
   In 1870, Woodman was working as a farm laborer and living 
with Persis and daughter, Mary, in Maidstone, Essex County, VT, 
USA. By 1880, Woodman, Persis, Willard and Lilla were living in 
Northumberland, Coos County, NH, USA, where Woodman 
farmed independently. At the age of 78, he entered Canada on 
December 31, 1928 at Suffolk, QC. (Persis isn’t noted on the same 
official record and no immigration record has been found to date 
although she did move to the Soo). Woodman stated that he was 
going to live with W.I., and gave his nephew, Earl Webster (see 
Miscellaneous info: Webster connection) as his closest living 
relative in Manchester, NH, USA. Woodman had $1500 cash with 
him and took the CPR from Suffolk, QC, to the Soo. 
 

 
 

Woodman Wallace, Persis, and Zella Thayer with Harvey/Henry Webster 
 
   My lineage is Deborah Joan9, Cyril Willard8, Willard Isaiah7, 
Woodman Wallace6, Isaiah/Izail5, Levi4, Mephiboseth3, Jonathan2, 
Nathaniel1 Thayer. 
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Historian’s Report April 2016: 
By 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
 

   The second printing of my 812 page Volume V of A 
Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America – 
Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637- 
Through His Grandsons, Jonathan 3 and Thomas (Ferdinando2, 
Thomas1) has been published and received from the bindery and 
will is now ready for mailing  to those who have sent their pre-
orders.  We are excited to be able to share this important volume as 
it has been the single most requested of the projected eleven 
volumes in the “Comprehensive Genealogy” series.  If you missed 
the order form for the currently available books of the 
Comprehensive, please send me an E-mail at: 
TriciaMuno@aol.com; or write me at: 3618 North 225 East, North 
Ogden, UT  84414.  We printed 50 copies of Volume 5 which will 
be sold on a first come, first serve basis. We printed 100 copies of 
Volume 6, which is also still available. 
Errata: 
   From TQ Editor, Rick Thayer:  “Tricia--Vol. 2, Nathaniel, page 
28, #273, Shirley Sampson Thayer - you have ‘She married.’  The 
TQ Summer 2006, page 13, Frances M. Russo Thayer article has 
Shirley Thayer as a male, who married Frances M. Russo.”  Thank 
you for this correction Rick! 
 
   Speaking of confusion of Thayer names, new insight has come 
about relative to a number of Frederick D. Thayer individuals.  A 
check on Ancestry.com has shown that some owners of Family Trees 
there seem to use Ancestry’s incredible feature of suggesting possible 
sources much like a cafeteria line!  By this I mean it appears that the 
owner of a family tree can pick and choose whatever information they 
feel applies to the individuals in their respective family trees.  
BEWARE!  This can be a very dangerous habit to fall into.  Also, it 
is not uncommon for owners of family trees on Ancestry (and 
elsewhere) to copy another individual’s family tree, which, of course 
saves a lot of time, but it also results in the perpetuating of erroneous 
information!  Always be sure to check primary and original sources 
first! 
 
   In such a case, I relate the instance of some Ancestry.com Family 
Trees containing information on FOUR different Frederick Thayers.  
Two of these Fred Thayers had the same middle initial “D.” Both 
Fred D. Thayers were born the exact same year, in the exact same 
county of the exact same state! Talk about confusion for the 
untrained eye! 
 
   The other Frederick Thayers were also closely related in 
geographical area and time periods and their information was also 
scrambled!  In my attempt to clarify what correct information 
belonged to which Fred Thayer, new information came to light 
regarding Frederick Duell Thayer, and I share with you here some 
additional information and corrected notes which can be printed out 
and inserted in your Comprehensive Genealogy, Volume V, page 
360, Family #3419:  
 
   NOTES for Frederick Duell Thayer (9 Aug 1876 Northampton, 
Hampshire, Massachusetts – 21 April 1908 Joliet, Will, Illinois): 
BIRTH:  Mass. Vit. Rec. Vol. 278, p. 21. 
CENSUS:  1900 Joliet, Will, Illinois; living with uncle, Clark 
Fairfield Thayer. 
CENSUS:  1910 Joliet, Will, Illinois, with mother and stepfather. 
BUR.:  Find A Grave (Oakwood Cemetery, Joliet, Will, IL) 

   This new research led to the finding of new and additional 
information of 21 direct descendants of Frederick Duell Thayer and 
his wife Anna Dorothea KOLLMANN, some of which was not 
readily available to me at the time Volume V went to press, but is 
now in my files. 

 
   Lineage:  Frederick Duell (Wolcott Ira 9, Jason Pierce 8, Wolcott 
A.7, Israel 6, Stephen 5, Thomas 4-3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
THAYER and Theodocia DUELL. 
 
   In the instance of Frederick Duell Thayer, the marriage date, place 
and source information was in error in Volume V.  Additionally, the 
1920 census information appearing there belonged to Frederick 
Daniels Thayer and wife, Mary Elinor Wiley who are in Volume 
IV. 
   Such confusion of duplicate individuals highlights the need for all 
researchers to carefully weigh all the pertinent information and 
always consult original sources when available.  As you can see, the 
difficulty in verifying individuals for whom there is a close 
duplication of names, dates and places makes primary sources 
imperative.  In this instance, both men were named Frederick D. 
Thayer; both were born in 1876; both were born in Hampshire 
County, MA!!!  Sorting this all out led to the finding of two other 
Fred Thayers whose information has been confused and incorrectly 
recorded on Family Trees on Ancestry. This kind of near identical 
information of names, dates and places of two distinctly different 
individuals happens more than you would think -- especially in such 
a large family as our Thayer Family!   Happy hunting everyone! 
 
   TFA Excitement is running high for the fast approaching July 
Thayer Family Reunion at West Point, NY.  Our reunion planners 
and hosts, Bob and Marilyn Thayer of Mexico, NY have put forth a 
herculean effort to assure that this will be your most memorable and 
enjoyable event of the entire year!  Updates of information about 
the reunion can be found on our ThayerFamilies.com web site. 
For those who will be in attendance, please schedule time to meet 
with us at a Special Meeting of Membership which has been 
petitioned by TFA members  to be held an hour before the 5:30 
General Business Membership Meeting to be held Saturday, July 
2nd. You will be receiving an agenda which our TFA President will 
be mailing first class to all members 30+ days before our West Point 
gathering, as directed and set forth by TFA Bylaws.  
   Two items of special interest will be: 1. The introduction and 
discussion of the needed Amendments to our TFA Bylaws, which 
are crucial for the continuation of TFA; and 2. The opportunity to 
meet Thayer volunteers who will be seeking board leadership 
positions in the general business meeting which follows the Special 
Meeting.  
   Information as to the implication and need for Bylaw amendments 
can be emailed to you, if you so request, and if you send  me your 
email address. We are greatly looking forward to seeing all of you in 
July! –Patricia (TriciaMuno@aol.com) 
 
Editor’s Note: I called Don Muno asking for the information 
mentioned in the preceding paragraphs for possible inclution in this 
newsletter. Don sent me 13 pages of material that he said is still 
being worked on and did not include a slate of nominees seeking 
Board positions. I felt this material was too long for the newsletter. 
Watch for a separate mailing from the TFA Board. 
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Patricia Muno’s Thayer Family Representatives 
 
   Of my 65 Thayer Family Representatives, fourteen of these 
devoted family members have left us for the ancestral hunting 
grounds beyond the veil.  The obituaries of four of these dearly 
departed souls have recently appeared in previous editions of the 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter; namely:   
 
Bessie May (Pier) Green (27 Sep 1923-27 Feb 2015):  Family 
Representative for the descendants of Albert THAYER (1824 PA-) 
and Mary Ann SARGENT (1827 Canada-).  Albert 8 was the son 
of Luke 7 (Luke 6, Jacob 5, Daniel 4, Nathaniel 3, Richard 2-1) 
THAYER and Hannah SILVER., Lolita Ann (Thayer) Guthrie, John 
Garland Thayer and Dorothy Jane (Thayer) Sharon.    

 
Lolita Thayer Guthrie (14 Sep 1925-16 Nov 2015): Family 
Representative for the descendants of  Spencer THAYER (1799 
NY-1878 IN) and Sally BUTLER (1805 VT-1870 IN).  The 
parentage of Spencer Thayer has never been found. 

 
Dorothy Thayer Sharon  (22 Feb 1925-25 Nov 2013):  Family 
Representative for the descendants of  George THAYER (1822 
NY-1907 NY) and Jane STRICKLAND (1836 NY-1884 NY).  
The parentage of George Thayer has never been found. 

      
John Garland Thayer (21 Apr 1929-30 Mar 2015): Family 
Representative for the descendants of Thompson THAYER 
(1790/1795 MA- abt 1859 IL) and Martha “Patsey” COLLINS 
(1800 VA-1959 IL).  Thompson 7 was the son of Baruch 6 
(Ebenezer 5, Uriah 4, Ebenezer 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
THAYER and Mary BINGHAM. 

 
Perhaps unknown to others within the TFA have also been the 
deaths of the following of my Thayer Family Representatives (in 
alphabetical order): 

 
Betty Ann Harmon Bue (3 Jan 1927-2000): Family Representative 
for the descendants of  Moses Allen THAYER (1840 NY- 1875 IL) 
and Laura Eliza BARNHART (1844 Canada-1934 NH). Moses 
Allen 9 was the son of Otis 8 (Thaddeus 7-6, Ebenezer 5-4-3, 
Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) THAYER and Sylvania IRISH. 
 
Donald Richard Davis (31 Aug 1933- 19 Nov 2015): Family 
Representative for the descendants of Eli THAYER (1831 NH-
1862 Civil War) and Sybil Augusta CHAMBERLAIN (1836 VT-
1893 NH).  Eli 8 was the son of Caleb 7 (Jeremiah 6-5, Ebenezer 4, 
Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) THAYER and Lydia BALDWIN. 

 
Ann Wilson Fincher (10 Sep 1927- 7 Sep 2009): Family 
Representative for the descendants of  Jonathan THAYER (1734 
MA-1775 MA) and Abigail COLLINS (1742 CT-1800 CT).  
Jonathan 5 was the son of Jonathan 4 (William 3, Shadrach 2, 
Thomas 1) THAYER and Tabitha COOPER.  

 
Susan Jane Gardner (27 Feb 1946 - 17 Sep 2006): Family 
Representative for the descendants of  Bezer THAYER (1795 MA-
1854 MA) and Melinda BROWN (1796 MA-1885 MA).  Bezer 7 
was the son of Bezer 6 (Richard 5, John 4, Richard 3-2-1) and 
Eunice HAYWARD. 

 
Edwin Rudolph Johnson (7 Mar 1925-17Sep 2015): Family 
Representative for the descendants of  Stephen THAYER (1783 
MA-1852 ME) and Sophia CARLETON (1790 MA-1831 ME).  

Dr. Stephen 6 was the son of Samuel 5 (Samuel 4, Thomas 3, 
Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) THAYER and Judith WALKER.  Ed also 
served as a former Director in the TFA. 
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Charles Richard Lilly (9 Jan 1943-12 Jun 2002): Family 
Representative for the descendants of Lemuel THAYER (1760 
MA-1833 NY) and Charity MANLEY (1763 MA- 1803).  Lemuel 
6 was the son of Jacob 5 (Nathaniel 4-3-2, William 1) THAYER 
and Sarah ______. 
 
Bobby Andrew Newell (10 May 1943- 26 Jul 1994): Family 
Representative for the descendants of Lyman THAYER (1805 VT- 
SC) and Emeline ______ (1815 VT- ).  Lyman was the son of 
Windsor 6 (Stephen 5, Samuel 4,Thomas 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 
1) THAYER and Lydia _______. 
 
Robert Curtis Steen (16 May 1930- 17 Jun 2000): (See also 
Cornelius G. “Case”  Zwart): Family Representative for the 
descendants of  Benjamin TAYER/THAYER of Rhode Island 
(born abt 1650 Rhode Island ?).  Much research is needed. We are 
supposing Benjamin to have been a son of the Immigrant William 
THAYER (1605 Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England - RI).  
 
Cleveland Harper Thayer (11 Dec 1925- about 2010): Family 
Representative for the descendants of  William THAYER (1818 
NY-1893 MI) and Zarina HAVENS (1816 NY-1888 MD).  
William was the son of Roswell 7 (Jonas 6, Cornelius 5 Jonathan 4, 
Josiah 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) THAYER and Olive PHINNEY.
     
Robert Henry Thayer (23 Dec 1932-18 Sep 2009): Family 
Representative for the descendants of Jonathan Barb Thayer 
THAYER (1856/1857 IN- 1947 IN) and Rozina A. TAUCHEN 
(1872 IL-1941 IN).  Jonathan Barb 8 was the son of Charles 7 
(Charles 6, Daniel 5, Samuel 4, Isaac 3, Ferdinando 2, Thomas 1) 
THAYER and Martha Ann HENDRICKSON. 

 
   Of these fourteen Family Representatives, I also have the 
obituaries of the following individuals, which will be posted on the 
ThayerFamilies.com web site: Donald Richard Davis, Ann Wilson 
Fincher, Susan Jane Gardner, Edwin Rudolph Johnson and Robert 
Henry Thayer.   Also to be found on our Website are the names of 
each of my 65 Thayer Family Representatives.  We salute them 
each and are grateful for their past service. 
Excitement over the upcoming Thayer Family Reunion is at an all-
time high.  Those who will be in attendance, of course, have a 
natural curiosity with the "Father of West Point," General Sylvanus 
Thayer.  Many of my correspondents wish to know their exact 
relationship to the General, and some are confused by the terms, 
such as "6th cousin, 3 generations removed" (6c3r). 
   The following excerpts in figuring out family relationships from 
Genealogy.com may be helpful to our perplexed cousins: 
Most people have a good understanding of basic relationship words 
such as "mother," "father," "aunt," "uncle," "brother," and "sister." 
But what about the relationship terms that we don't use in everyday 
speech? Terms like "second cousin" and "first cousin, once 
removed"? We don't tend to speak about our relationships in such 
exact terms ("cousin" seems good enough when you are introducing 
one person to another), so most of us aren't familiar with what these 
words mean. 
   Relationship Terms:  Sometimes, especially when working on your 
family history, it's handy to know how to describe your family 
relationships more exactly. The definitions below should help you 
out. 
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Cousin (a.k.a "first cousin"): Your first cousins are the people in 
your family who have two of the same grandparents as you. In other 
words, they are the children of your aunts and uncles. 
Second Cousin: Your second cousins are the people in your family 
who have the same great-grandparents as you., but not the same 
grandparents. 
   Third, Fourth, and Fifth Cousins: Your third cousins have the same 
great-great-grandparents, fourth cousins have the same great-great-
great-grandparents, and so on. 
   Removed: When the word "removed" is used to describe a 
relationship, it indicates that the two people are from different 
generations. You and your first cousins are in the same generation 
(two generations younger than your grandparents), so the word 
"removed" is not used to describe your relationship. 
   The words "once removed" mean that there is a difference of one 
generation. For example, your mother's first cousin is your first 
cousin, once removed. This is because your mother's first cousin is 
one generation younger than your grandparents and you are two 
generations younger than your grandparents. This one-generation 
difference equals "once removed." Twice removed means that there is 
a two-generation difference. You are two generations younger than a 
first cousin of your grandmother, so you and your grandmother's first 
cousin are first cousins, twice removed. 
   Keep in mind that when working with some ancient records, the 
meaning of the word "cousin," along with the meanings of other 
relationship terms, have changed over time.----- 
 
   There are a number of relationship charts on-line which you can use 
to test your newfound knowledge. Just google "Relationship Chart" 
and pick one that looks appealing to you.  Now have fun discovering 
your exact relationship to other family individuals! 

 
 

 

Joined at Our Roots 
by  

Marilyn Thayer 
 

   As a (very) amateur genealogists, our minds seem to teem with 
that elusive “stuff” of our lives and the lives of our ancestors. What 
really matters and lasts is what genealogy geeks like us carry with 
us, providing for great ambience in our minds. Some of us try to 
untangle and understand it. Whether we succeed or not, no matter 
what, we are who we are as a result of it. 
   And when those past lives of forefathers on my husband Bob's 
side of the Thayer family tree intertwine and connect in unexpected 
ways with forebears of MY side, well, I get excited. 
   Bob's people started in Thornbury, England, of course, and his 
progenitor was Thomas Thayer. My people (the Hopkins and Austin 
clans), too, started in England, and as a member of the Mayflower 
Society, I trace back to Richard Warren. Joanna Arnold, sister of the 
1635 immigrant William Arnold, married into my Hopkins line; 
hence the connection to Benedict Arnold. 
   Bob's people spread their wings and moved from Braintree MA to 
Mendon MA to Cumberland RI to Richmond NH to Leyden NY to 
Oswego NY, which is Bob's hometown. Mine eventually ended up 
in central New York as well. 
   But let's go back to MY 5th cousin 4 times removed: Benedict 
Arnold. 
   Had Benedict been born in this day and age, he would have been a 
headliner on shows like TMZ and in the tabloids. He had swagger, 
for sure, but his actual abilities as a military leader surpassed even 
all that swag and ego. He experienced life in the best of times and in 
the worst of times. He bore the scars of humiliation and loss. He 
was a mama's boy who tried to live up to the pious standards she set 

forth; and he carried the ungainly burden of caring what other 
people thought of the Arnold family name. 
   The former (and future, as it turns out) Loyalist Benedict Arnold 
had no way of knowing that his efforts -- to see a better government 
replace the financial foolishness and ineptitude of the British 
Parliament -- would be dashed. His disappointment at the 
dysfunction of Congress eventually drove him to the point where he 
could no longer deal with THAT incompetence either. He gave up 
on the American government and switched back to the side of King 
George. 
   He, of course, got a big push from his very young jewel of a wife 
Peggy Shippen, who enjoyed all the finer things in life that cost oh 
so much more than Benedict had remaining in his bank account 
after he had spent most of his fortune supporting military 
campaigns! But that is another story. 
   Before Benedict made that fateful decision to return to the King's 
side, though, he had saved the American Revolution from an early 
defeat on three separate occasions. Had he not conquered Fort 
Ticonderoga and sent its artillery overland to Boston to scare away 
the British in the harbor, the war would probably have been over in 
1775. Had he not out-foxed and out-maneuvered the British in the 
Battle of Valcour Island, the war would most likely have been over 
in 1776. Had he not fought at Saratoga, and won, the French would 
not have supported the Americans; and without that support, the war 
would have been over in 1777. Of course, at that time, things 
looked pretty shaky even WITH French support. 
   Arnold wasn't successful in EVERY campaign, however, even 
though his spunk and skill were undeniable. He was a military 
genius with passion. That led him to believe early on that the 
Americans could stop British forces from invading the Colonies 
from the north through Canada. 
   All they would have to do was trek three months or so north, for 
more than 400 miles, through uncharted wilderness to Quebec, and 
take the British by surprise. 
   At that time, though, Arnold was admired, respected, and 
charismatic. When the call went out, there were plenty of 
adventurous men willing to follow him. Using much of his own 
fortune, Arnold organized the expedition to Quebec. And so it came 
to be that Marilyn's cousin Benedict Arnold and Bob's cousin 
Simeon Thayer joined forces on that harrowing hike north through 
the woods of New England to Quebec. In the fall and early winter! 
   They traveled primarily in boats, but each time the waterways 
became too shallow or too rough, the men had to haul their four-
hundred-pound bateaux overland until they found deeper, calmer 
water. There were terrible winter storms; the men ran out of food; 
they ate their dogs and froze in their wet clothes. They tried to make 
soup from anything made of leather that they could spare. Many 
men died of exposure, disease, or starvation; many more turned 
back even before Quebec was in their sites. 
   Despite their severe deprivation and physical exhaustion, Arnold 
was able to rally his men. Even though the British were well 
fortified and well situated, the Americans fought their hearts out. 
The attack failed; Arnold was badly wounded; and our (then) 
Captain Simeon Thayer was captured as a prisoner of war and held 
for nine months before he was released on parole. 
   Coincidental and interesting as this connection between Bob's and 
my ancestors may be, it should in no way overshadow the greatness 
of General Simeon Thayer. There was much more to this man than a 
chilling and torturous trek to Quebec! 
   THIS General Simeon Thayer was born in Mendon, 
Massachusetts in 1737. His lineage is Simeon5, Uriah4, Ebenezer3. 
Ferdinando2, Thomas1 Thayer. 
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   (Bob's great-great-great-great-great GRANDFATHER Simeon 
Thayer was a 2nd cousin of General Simeon Thayer. Grandpa 
Simeon was born in 1739, also in Mendon, MA, which makes it 
sometimes difficult to differentiate between the two.) 
   My husband Bob’s lineage is: Robert James12 Thayer; Francis 
Joseph11 Thayer (1917-1989); Peter Francis10 Thayer (1890-1967); 
Oscar Budd9 Thayer (1850-1892); Harrison Jordan8 Thayer (1820-
1882); Enoch7 Thayer (1788- ?); Eleazer6 Thayer (1767-1851); 
Simeon5 Thayer (1739- ?); Uriah4 Thayer (1706-1795); Ebenezer3 
Thayer (ca 1674-1723); Ferdinando2 Thayer (1625-1712), Thomas1 
Thayer (1596- 1665). 
   As a young man, the future General Simeon Thayer was 
apprenticed to a wig maker. When he was 19 years old, in 1756, 
Simeon volunteered for military service with a Rhode Island 
regiment and served in Rogers' Rangers during three separate 
clashes with French-allied Indians during the French and Indian 
War. He was taken prisoner in 1757 and narrowly escaped the 
massacre of many British prisoners. 
   The captured troops were stripped of their weapons and much of 
their clothing; then made to march. A tomahawk-armed Indian 
seized Thayer by his under-waistcoat and began dragging him 
toward a swamp. The garment tore off, allowing Simeon to flee his 
captor. He soon joined another prisoner. The two were pursued by 
an Indian who tomahawked Simeon's companion to death. 
   Thayer began sprinting and finally reached safety. That effort of 
running a great distance on a hot day impaired his health and 
rendered him unfit for service for the rest of the war; but he was 
back in shape again in time for the Revolution. 
   Simeon was a strapping and impossibly handsome (as Thayer 
boys always are!) 38-year-old when Benedict Arnold decided to 
take on the British in Quebec. It was a desperate journey that only 
the very fittest and most determined survived. Rugged and tough 
and already battle-hardened in the French and Indian War, Simeon 
was undaunted. Neither the trek nor the blizzard that harassed their 
New Year's Eve attack on the city discouraged him. In fact, it was 
our Simeon who came to the rescue when the attacking column of 
Americans became disoriented and lost its way. SIMEON knew the 
way and led the soldiers on through the gunfire. 
   He was also the first to climb through the gun ports, followed by 
his men. They made great headway and captured 130 Quebec 
militiamen. Then the Americans quickly exchanged their guns for 
fresh British ones because theirs had become wet in the blizzard. 
   After four hours of fighting, though, the Americans were trapped 
and forced to surrender. Months later, after he was paroled, Simeon 
went on to fight yet again. In 1777 when his commander was badly 
injured during the siege of Fort Mifflin, Simeon was  appointed to 
lead the defense. His commander, Lieutenant Colonel Samuel 
Smith, noted that Thayer was “the bravest man he had ever known.” 
   Still engaged in the fight for independence in May 1778, Simeon 
was ordered to hold off a British advance guard and did so without 
casualties; but in battle the next month a near-miss by a cannonball 
caused blood to flow from both his eyes. With great difficulty he 
remained in command during the day, but he had to leave the army 
the next day to recover. Simeon lost vision in his right eye as a 
result of the wound. 
   Yet he returned AGAIN to his regiment and led the center of his 
men as they covered the British army's retreat. When he was asked 
to scout in which direction the Redcoats were marching, Simeon 
followed alone on horseback, even though he was frequently fired 
upon. 
   He was definitely a man even greater than the sum of his parts 
and deeds. 
   In 1781, after he retired from the army, he bought a house and 
opened the Montgomery Hotel in Providence, which he operated for 
a few years before he sold it and bought a farm in Cumberland. 

   Simeon was a good-natured, well-respected, and charismatic man, 
who was successful in his profession of wig-maker and 
distinguished as a military leader, often in the front ranks of 
Continental Army assaults. He was married three times and had 
nine children, though several did not survive infancy. 
   The courageous man who had survived so many close calls in two 
wars died in 1800 after he was thrown from his horse. He landed in 
a stream where he drowned. He was only 63. 
   The journals he kept detail many of his adventures and brave feats 
during the wars of his time. He was most definitely a rootin'-tootin' 
hero all of us Thayers can be proud of! 
   Family trees are a love-it or leave-it kind of hobby. It intrigues us 
that there is something about our forefathers that lasts, though not 
necessarily just in their buildings, their writings, or in their 
creations. It is so much more than their headstones. It is the “stuff” 
that stays WITHIN us and the stories we research. It is the tales we 
can tell our children. General Simeon Thayer makes us proud! 
 
--General Thayer kept “A Journal of the Sufferings and Adventures 
of Simeon Thayer in the two last Wars in America” and his first 
journal is included in: “The Invasion of Canada in 1775: Including 
the Journal of Captain Simeon Thayer, Describing the Perils and 
Sufferings of the Army under Colonel Benedict Arnold, in Its March 
through the Wilderness to Quebec” (housed with the Rhode Island 
Historical Society) . 

 
 
 

 
 

Mary K. Thayer at grave of Harriet Langford Thayer Nowell (1836-
1900), Cambridge Cemetery, Cambridge, MA  

 
   Richard, (Editor)   My husband is a descendant of Henry Francis 
Langford (Thayer).  Through his father they had kept Langford as 
part of the name.  His father was Arthur Langford Thayer.  His 
grandfather was Arthur Grafton Langford Thayer and so on.   
   I thoroughly enjoyed your article in the (Winter 2016) Thayer 
Quarterly (William Wilde Thayer ), and would love to get a copy of 
the William Wilde Thayer Autobiography PDF.  Mary K. Thayer, 
Aurora CO. 
 
Thanks, Mary. Mary was one of two people requesting the 
autobiography of William Wild Thayer (1829-1896). Editor 
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Thayer Families Association 

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 

Dues are due January 1st each year. 

New members will receive back issues of the newsletter for the year in which they join. 
SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:              

 
Donald Thayer 
785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA    01106-2063 

 
Please fill out this form indicating if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member or Renewal Member and 
enclose appropriate check or money order made payable to the Association at the address above. 

 
Make check payable to “TFA”          Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership:________ Renewal:________ 

 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the amount 
times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues as indicated 
above. 

 
First  member  name:________________________________________________birth  date:______________  
Second  family  member  name:________________________________________birth  date:______________  
Number of years desired:__________ X Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:_______________  
Most recent Thayer connection: ___________________________birth & death dates if known:__________  
Earliest known Thayer ancestor: _____________birth & death dates if known:  __________ 
Your  Full  Name(s)  and  Birth  Dates:_________________________________________________________  
Mailing  Address:  Number  &  Street:_________________________________________________________  
City, ________________________     State:____________________ Country, ________________________   
ZIP/PostaL Code:___________________  
Telephone numbers optional:____________________________________________________  

 
The Thayer Families Association, in this day of frequent identity theft, has a policy of not sharing your personal information 
and personal ancestry, which is frequently used in security questions for bank accounts.  Do you wish to share your personal 
information and ancestry with the Thayer Families Association Historian?  YES ____  NO____ 
 

Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____No_____  

Preferred format for the Thayer Quarterly newsletter: Electronic Paper   

May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____No_____  

E-Mail      Address:_________________________________________________________________________  

If this is a new application, how did you discover us?_________________________________________ 

Thank you for your membership!                    Page 15 
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CONTACTING TFA 

 
Complete mailing addresses have been moved to page 4. 
 
For all official business, please contact the TFA secretary as 
follows: 

Donald Wayne Thayer 
Email:dwschome@verizon.net 

 
For family representatives and information about the 
comprehensive Thayer genealogy project, please write TFA 
Historian as follows: 

 
Patricia Thayer Muno 
TriciaMuno@aol.com 
(see address on page 4) 

 
For genealogical queries, email: 

hjthayer@verizon.net 
 

   The Thayer Quarterly (© 1994-2016, all rights reserved) is the 
official newsletter of Thayer Families Association INC and is 
published quarterly on the following schedule, the end of the 
month; Winter; January, Spring; April, Summer; July, Fall; 
October.   Article selection and editorial comment is at the 
discretion of the Editor and may not reflect the views of the TFA 
Board, officers or members. All material submitted becomes the 
property of TFA. Photos can be scanned and returned. Please 
submit materials to the Editor as follows: 

Rick Thayer 
rickthayer@aol.com 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Your stories are needed for this newsletter. You do not have to be 
a TFA member to submit a story! 

 
Officers, Directors of TFA 

 
President: “Will” William Russell Thayer 

WRThayer@aol.com 
Vice President: “Russ” Charles Russell Thayer 

CThayer001@yahoo.com 
Secretary: “Don” Donald Wayne Thayer 

dwschome@verizon.net 
Treasurer “Judy” Judith L. Young-Thayer 

Jlythayer3@verizon.net 
Directors: 
Barbara Thayer Knight  GranmmaBarb360@Yahoo.com 
James Loren Thayer  Jim@JLThayer.net 
Tamara Thayer  TLThayer@Gmail.com 
Richard Allen “Rick” Thayer rickthayer@aol.com 
Madora Thayer Boyd Matboyd1924@aol.com 
 

Be sure to check out the TFA web site: 
http://thayerfamilies.com/ 

 
Your TFA board has voted to place back issues of this newsletter, 
older than five years, on the above web site. A Complete Name 
Index to this newsletter is also available on the above web site. 
Has someone written about your ancestor? Check the index! 
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