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The TFA Board is 
pleased to announce 

that Brigadier General 
James Burdett Thayer, 

one of our 
organization's founders, 

has been granted an 
honorary lifetime 

membership.
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Cathy Bailey’s  Baked Honey 
Mustard Chicken, 
  
4 boneless skinless chicken 
breasts 
1/2 cup of honey 
1/2 cup of yellow mustard 
1/2 tsp Italian seasoning 
1/2 tsp garlic powder 
1/2 – 1 tsp paprika 
salt & pepper to taste 
  
Pre-heat oven to 350 and 
lightly grease a baking dish 
  
Mix together honey, mustard, 
Italian seasoning 
garlic powder. paprika. 
  
Toss chicken in sauce and 
place in baking dish 
  
Pour remaining sauce over 
chicken 
  
Bake at 350 for 30 minutes 
then turn over and bake for 
another 10 minutes 
  
Serve over rice or noodles with 
a salad on the side 

Aunt Mabel’s Brown Sugar 
Fudge 
  
3 firmly packed cups light brown 
sugar 
1 1/2 tablespoons butter 
1 cup light cream or evaporated 
milk 
1 1/2 tsp vanilla 
1/4 cup corn syrup 
  
Combine sugar and cream 
Cook slowly and stir constantly 
until it boils 
Boil slowly and stir occasionally 
to 236 degrees (with candy 
thermometer) 
or until a small amount dropped 
into cold water forms a ball 
Remove from heat and add butter 
without stirring 
Cool to lukewarm, then add 
vanilla and beat until mixture 
holds its shape and has a creamy 
consistency. 
You can add nuts or coconut at 
this point (or leave it plain) and 
pour into 8 x 8 greased pan 
Cool and cut into squares. 
  
Cathy Bailey: This is my Aunt 
Mabel’s recipe, also a Thayer 
descendant.  

The Thayer Recipe Box 

In this issue, you will read more stories from the past, stories of personal struggle,and triumph bravery and artistic endeavor, and a spirit of 
family which we are always especially reminded of during the Christmas Holiday season.  Patricia has exciting news about her ongoing 
research and latest publications, the latest in her passion for our Quest For Our Heritage  And learn how Lloyd Thayer is working to 
broaden the Thayer Y-DNA Project so that current and future generations can better understand our Thayer heritage. Thank you to 
everyone who submitted your stories, cherished memories recipes and more. I look forward to publishing your important stories and 
memories as part of the ongoing effort to broaden our understanding of our shared family history, and to learn more about each other.

Dear Cousins, 

I am blessed to be living today in a nearly two 
hundred year old farm home (albeit with electricity 
and indoor plumbing) where several of my forebears 
were born, lived and died. Outside, a blanket of snow 
covers the hills and tree branches as I reflect on the 
hardships they must have endured. The hills of the 
Granite State of New Hampshire were not conducive 
to easy living. The few open fields belie the struggle 
needed to create them. The forest trees were cut and 
stumps were burned. Millions of rocks were 
laboriously dragged from their original location to 
create countless miles of stone walls. Each Spring, as 
the frost pushed them into view, smaller rocks were 
added to the innumerable piles of those unsuitable or 
unneeded for wall building. All of this and more were 
needed to provide a place to grow crops for the 
animals, and for human consumption. I doubt there 
was much spare time to relax. 

“Over the river, and through the wood, to 
Grandfather's house we go…“ begins the familiar 
New England poem written by Lydia Maria Child in 
1844. It conjures fond memories from 1940s & ‘50s 
of the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays when my 
family – siblings, parents, aunts, uncles and cousins 
would make the annual trek to our grandparent’s 
home to celebrate. It was usually the only time that 
most of the family could be together because farms 
with dairy cattle didn’t allow one the luxury of taking 
a day or more off. I sincerely hope that all of you will 
be able to be together with your families this 
Christmas. Remember the reason for the season is 
contained in its name. Cherish and enjoy one 
another. Make fond memories. Remember too that 
life is fragile. Handle with love and have a very Merry 
Christmas! 
  
 In TFAship, 

 James Loren Thayer

A Letter From the President 
  

A Note from the Editor 



My father, Elton Verne Thayer9 was born on Friday the 13th, December 1907 in Readsboro, Vermont.  He was raised on a 
360 acre farm atop West Hill. My Grandpa Vernie and my 
great-uncles were all experienced  hunters and marksmen. 
From an early age, Dad learned  the value of hard work, and 
how to shoot, hunt, and farm, and inherited a love of nature.  

By 1930, Dad married Dorothy Mea Case and had two 
children: Elton Sterling Thayer and Shirley Elizabeth Thayer. 
Sometime between 1930-46, Dad attended art school in 
Boston area.  By 1947, he was living Boston, remarried to my 
mother, Margaret Vaimay Bedore, and employed as a sign 
painter and artist. I was born in 1951. 
  
1954 was a hard year for Dad and the family. On May 15, my 
half-brother Elton died in Alaska while attempting to descend 
Mt. McKinley.  Then on December 14, (one day after Dad’s 
birthday), Grandpa Vernie passed away, and my Grandma 
Thayer joined my half-sister Shirley to live in Keene, New 
Hampshire. 

In 1955, Elton returned to the family farm in Readsboro, where work as a sign painter 
and artist was scarce, and thus traveled widely for work. By 1959, he moved to Milford, 
Massachusetts, where he was able to make a good living in his trade, and this turn of 
events enabled him to keep his boyhood farm, and he would travel the 2 ½ hour drive 
to Readsboro almost every weekend.  

By the 1970’s, Dad’s heart problems led him to sell the farm and moved to 
Cottonwood, Arizona, where he lived his remaining 
years.  Dad loved the west and northwest. His happiest 
times were spent in the wide-open country, with his 
canvas, oil paints, and brushes, and a good cigar. 

Many of Dad’s paintings hang in private homes 
throughout New England.  I remember, many times, 
watching Dad with awe as he made magic happen before 
my very eyes. It is from him that I inherited my love of 
nature, art and oil painting. He could do more with one 
brush stroke than I can with a dozen.   He taught me more than just how to paint. He taught 
me how to see the beauty everywhere: from the simple beauty of an old rotten tree stump 
with a wildflower springing from its base, to the majestic sight of mountain peaks framed by 
billowing clouds. I now use his 80 year-old paint box, and in that sense, we’re still painting 
together.         

My parents: Elton Verne Thayer 
and Margaret (Bedore) Thayer

Elton Verne Thayer (standing) and 
brother Ernest

My Father: Elton Verne Thayer 
(Vernie 8, Salem 7, Edward 6, Edward 5, Edward 4, Edward 3, William 2, Nathaniel 1 ) 

by Verne Louis Thayer 

Elton Verne Thayer, at the easel 
with a good cigar
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I met my future father-in-law in 1967, when he was 50, and Bob and I were dating. "What a strange man” I thought, as a 
gregarious 19 year-old. He seemed gruff and spoke little. After dinner, he silently smoked and watched TV from his 
living-room chair, as if I weren't there. I assumed he would open up when we became better acquainted, which never 
fully happened. Today, we talk openly about post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), but back then, I just thought he was 
odd. 

Francis Joseph Thayer (Fran) was born in Oswego, NY, on April 10, 1917, the son of Francis Peter Thayer (Peter), a floral 
designer, and his stay-at-home wife Lillian Murray Thayer. Lillian’s heritage, like other Thayers, can be traced back to 
the mid 1500s, but hers goes back to France. Little could anyone have suspected that Francis would one day be involved 
in her homeland brutal and bloody WWII. 

Fran’s French heritage came through his mother Lilly, and also from his grandmother Ida (Therien) Thayer, whose 
parents emigrated from Quebec in 1868, and settled in Watertown, New York. She married Oscar Budd Thayer, a 
painter, and moved to his hometown of Turin, New York. With three children, and one more on the way, Oscar died in 
1892 at age 42 of cirrhosis of the liver. Fortunately for Ida, her father and brother were successful boiler makers in nearby 
Oswego, the site of three major iron works. Ida raised her children there, and with her parents, carved a niche on First 
Avenue - the street that eventually hosted the homes of three extended Thayer families. The Therien’s French-Canadian 
Catholic faith influenced the Oswego Thayers, who have been Catholics since the early 1900’s. 

When the Great Depression hit, Fran was only 12 years old. As the eldest of Peter and Lilly’s eight children, he left 
school to help support the family. First in Stewart’s Florist Shop with his dad, then in a candy factory; and eventually 
hauling coal  for the Dexter Company, from the Pennsylvania coal mines. When they were 20, he and sweet little 
Dorothy Miller met. They fell in love, and married five years later, in 1942, just six months before he was inducted into the U.S. Army. He was sent to Fort Riley, 
Kansas to join a Cavalry unit, but technological advances largely eliminated the need for horses. Fran traded his beloved horse “King” for the horsepower of a 
deuce-and-a-half. 

Because Fran had his CDL Class 1 chauffeur’s license before the war, it was a natural fit for him to be recruited as a driver. He was assigned to the signal corps and 
drove deuce-and-a-half trucks for a heavy construction battalion that erected telephone and telegraph poles on the front 
lines. He frequently drove at night, during blackouts, and over all types of terrain. Though his stature was diminutive, 
he stood tall in the bravery department, because it took great courage to deliver those shipments. On one assignment, 
Fran and his relief driver were driving through a barrage of enemy fire, screaming at them from all directions. As they 
prayed for their lives, glass shattered on Fran’s right, followed by a dull and muffled thud. A warm, wet spray pelted the 
side of Fran’s face. A Nazi’s bullet had instantly taken out his companion, frozen in his seat. Fran dared not stop, and 
continued driving for two days to complete their mission. The missions continued, and he helped liberate a Nazi 
Concentration Camp in Germany (most likely Hinzert). He was never able to shake this horror and others. I picture him 
entering the camp: not knowing what to expect, breaking through fences, expecting to fight through German soldiers, 
then finding only buildings, and a monster chimney, monstrous both in width and height, spewing black smoke and 
vicious stench. Finding tattered and emaciated humans, and piles of skin and bones, stacked like cords of wood, ready 
to fuel the ovens. How could anyone forget a scene like that? War changes everyone and everything. Soldiers witness 
and relive horrors beyond the imaginations of those who were not there. Rather than talk about it, write about it, or cry 
over it, many men of that era kept much of it pent up inside. 

Fran returned a quiet and reserved man, keeping thoughts and memories mostly to himself. But his unpredictable 
temperament  simmered just below the surface. He was a stubborn man of principle, even if it cost him dearly. For 
example: Fran was a die-hard Democrat. He started working on the New York State lock system on the Oswego River 
while Democrat governor W. Averell Harriman was in charge. But when Republican Nelson Rockefeller was elected, 
Fran’s supervisor told him he had to switch his party registration if he wanted to keep his job. Fran refused on principle, 
and was fired.  What the patriotic approach to American history forgot to tell us, was that the spoils system is still alive 
and well. Despite his emotional wounds, he did not waver in what he felt was right and wrong. He was a man of values. A 

man of courage. A man who suffered the rest of his years from the life-changing events a war thrusts upon a soldier.  

His wife Dorothy died of leukemia in 1973 at age 56; depression took his daughter Jane in 1986 at age 42; and when he was diagnosed with liver cancer in 1989, 
Fran let it take its course. The scarred and sad man, who had paid such a high emotional price for his country, passed at age 72. His Thayer line lives on through 
his son, my husband, Robert James Thayer. He and I are the proud parents of Erik and Scott Thayer, and the beaming grandparents of Ryan and Reagan Thayer, 
Scott’s children who will car ry our Thayer name into the next generation. Three generations of Thayer boys: Grandfather Francis J, father Robert J, and sons Erik 1
and Scott.(Thomas1-Ferdinando2-Ebenezer3-Uriah4-Simeon5-Eleazer6-Enoch7-Harrison8-Oscar9-Peter10-Francis11-Robert12-Scott13-Ryan and Reagan14)

Fran Thayer, March 1945 in France,  
9 months before he would be discharged

Battles That Ravaged a Soul 
The Story of Francis Joseph Thayer, by Marilyn Withey Thayer 

Three generations of Thayer boys 
Grandfather Francis J, father Robert J, and 

sons Erik and Scott
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I was born in Loveland, Colorado in 1958. My dad worked in the coal mines, just like his father. As if in the depths of a mine myself,  I grew up in 
darkness and secrecy, an environment that did not value children, nor women, nor education. I was oblivious to right versus wrong. As a teen, 
when I was the victim of abuse, a silent voice inside me said “No, this is not right.”  Yet, I obediently kept quiet, and hoped beyond hope he 
would stay away from my younger sisters.  I was taught to keep quiet, a criminal code. Reading was my only escape. My mother told me I should 
"Thank God I survived childhood.”  I told her that I would rather have thrived, not just survived. Later in life, in Psychology courses, I studied 
nature-versus-nurture, and realized my childhood environment was survival of the fittest; inside my head was my own dark mine, and I was a 
stubborn canary. My childhood was tremendously painful, yet it did not break me completely. Looking back, the men in my family were nice to 
everyone except those closest to them, and had no problem hurting women. Had these women in my life spoken with me candidly about their 
struggles, maybe it would have helped me sooner. This is why I tell my story. 

I have focused my adult life on three main things: education and self-improvement, my faith in God, and to break the cycle of abuse in our family 
and with others. In navigating my own life’s journey down a better path, I struggled and strayed before getting on-course. 

My first degree was Criminal Science, and my first job was in the juvenile justice system.  After some years working with youth, I came to view 
the juvenile justice system actually helps to create harder criminals. Most resulted from the environments they as small children were raised in: 
missing parents and/or authority figures, exposure to alcohol and other drug abuse, and physical abuse.  The youth I worked with learned 
necessary coping skills, which enabled them to survive, but sometimes to also perpetuate the cycle of abuse, the one I was trying to escape. I 
wanted to be stronger and sharper, in body and mind, to reshape my own narrative. I wanted to outwit the control my childhood abuser had over 
me. 

I had to change my way of thinking. I started to go to church, and trained to become a sheriff. In the Academy, I was the top woman in the 
physical part of the Sheriff’s program, which as you can imagine, was highly competitive. I was not a sheriff for long, but what brought me there 
was the understanding that our environment shapes us, and to overcome hardship I needed to own who I wanted to be, instead of succumbing 
to what someone else wanted me to be. Unfortunately, I still struggled. My choice of men contrasted sharply with my career. I’ve been married 
and divorced four times. All of my marriages were abusive. My life reflected my past, still trapped in the cycle, still struggling with right versus 
wrong. I became an alcoholic as a young mother. I sent my son Bryan to live with his father, which hurt him deeply. I had three daughters with 
my second husband: twin girls Donny'e and Kristina, and Amanda. I sought refuge in photography, and before my second divorce, I became a 
youth leader at a Salvation Army in Alaska. This was the start of my true course. Later, I was a youth leader in Smith River, California, to 
children whose parents were either field workers or in prison.  My heart is always for at-risk children. There is a God who loves them, and 
people who listen and care. Also during this time in Smith River, I won the bench event in the National Women's Powerlifting championship.  

I moved to Medford, Oregon with my three daughters. I was recruited to coach a Special Olympics Powerlifting team, and my daughters also 
coached.  Leading this team taught me more than any class ever could.  I nurtured their emotions, and guided them to lift heavier weights with 
ease.  They were Gold Medal winners for 3 consecutive years, proud moments for me and my family.  

One summer, I was asked to be the Shooting Sports Director for a Boy Scout camp.  I took classes to be a NRA instructor and supervised 
shotgun, archery, and rifle.  I trained hundreds of Boy Scouts how to shoot rifle, and taught the merit badge for firearms.  Of course, my three 
daughters also participated, and they are all markswomen themselves. One of my most memorable experiences was a letter of referral received 
at camp from one of the Boy Scout Masters. He was the first officer on the scene at the 1998 school shooting at Thurston High School in 
Springfield, Oregon.  He wrote how impressed he was with my strict curriculum. Shooting targets are neither human nor animal, and under my 
instruction, anyone referring to them as such were dismissed from my range.  His praise was a high compliment, and a tearful moment for me. 

Now at 58, I am a skills trainer for a memory center, using the nurturing skills I’ve learned, and God’s love, to help comfort people in their last 
stages of life. And, having embraced my Jewish roots, I am a member of a Messianic church in Medford.  When I joined, the Rabbi's last name 
was Ford.  He told me his Jewish ancestors came over with the Pilgrims.  Ironically, after meeting Patricia and Don Muno, and unfortunately 
after Rabbi Ford had passed, I learned we are related to the same Ford.  

My children help keep me focused and centered. I’ve tried to raise them with experiences that would be meaningful and educational. Not just 
books, sports and the like; they joined me on picket lines for living wages, and for safe places for the homeless.  I had them by my side, gleaning 
food for food pantries and drives for our own neighborhood.  For my daughters, I taught them they have a powerful voice and can use it 
fearlessly. My journey has come full circle, and through love and faith is far from over. I am grateful that I am able to share my story and its 
ultimate achievements with you. 

A Journey Back to Me 
by Robin Thayer Harvey
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At July’s Thayer Family Reunion in West Point, I had the privilege of meeting Jan 
(Davis) Rosiek from Charleston, WV.  We had corresponded before the reunion 
about her Thayer ancestors and why they left their comfortable homes in 
Williamsburg, Massachusetts for the southern states of West Virginia, Maryland, 
Virginia and Missouri. With the help of Charlotte “Chawn” (Thayer) Davis via 
correspondence with her son, Thayer Davis, I was able to learn that Chawn had 
always been told that the family left Massachusetts due to the harsh climate of New 
England. 

There had been a number of descendants in this branch of the Thayer family that had 
not been able to obtain Volume IV of my Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer 
Family of America, and I wanted to do something for those individuals.  
  
While updating, it became evident that I had acquired a great deal of new information 
since Volume IV’s publication eleven years ago. So much more information is now 
available on the Internet, and I set out to see what I could add that would be of 
interest to my readers. I quickly learned there were some confusing repetitions in the 
Thayer’s naming processes, especially in the earlier generations. In other words, 
some individuals had close cousins with nearly identical names, resided in the same 
geographical area and born sometimes only a year or two apart. Some had even 
married spouses who shared the same first given names! This made for some very 
interesting searches. Since many online researchers do not take the time to check 
with original sources,often copying erroneous information and presenting as fact in 
their own records, the waters can become VERY muddled!   

I consider it a blessing that I have successfully published THREE Thayer volumes in 
2016. The first was a reprint of Volume V. Then, a private issue for the family of our 
TFA founder, Brigadier General James Burdett Thayer, and now, the soon-to-go-to-
press Volume IV-b; The Thayer Families of West Virginia and Maryland - Including 
the  Ancestors and Descendants of Abel Thayer (1740/41 - 1814)  from 1500 to 2016. I 
must say that my meeting with cousin Jan (Davis) Rosiek (daughter of Leta Irene 
Thayer ; 1924-2010) created the necessary incentive for the rewarding creation of 
Volume IV-b.  It presents an incredible expansion of the family of Abel Thayer and 
wife Dorothy Curtis as appears on page 312 in Volume IV. I was delighted to be able 
to create this volume for individuals who were so disappointed that the Volume (IV) 
containing their family line was currently out of print. Much new, updated and 
corrected information has been added in this 192 page effort, which also includes the 
family information for as far back as is known in Thornbury, Gloucestershire, 
England in the 16th century.  

SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  
Abel Thayer was born 2 Feb 1740/1741 in Braintree, Norfolk, MA, the son of 
Zachariah (Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER and Abigail SEELEY.   He married in 
1762 in Braintree to Dorothy Curtis and they were the parents of eleven children.  
The Thayer family moved to Williamsburg, MA before 1772 and Abel was a 
Revolutionary Soldier at Williamsburg in 1775 as Capt. & Lt.   
The Daughters of the American Revolution states:  "Capt. Abel Thayer served as a 
Lieutenant at the Lexington Alarm, and as Captain under Col. John Fellows in the 
defense of Boston."  
From Hoye's Pioneer Families of Garrett County, MD, we read:   
"In 1775 Abel Thayer raised a body of Minute Men and marched at the first alarm to 
Lexington and Concord.  In June he was commissioned Captain and was assigned to 
the famous Massachusetts Line.  Later he was captured by the British and confined 
on a prison ship, but finally escaped.  Captain Thayer was Selectman or Mayor of 
Williamsburg [MA] for thirty-five years."  

Of Abel and Dorothy's eleven children, four sons, Stephen, Obed, Job and Murray 
left their cold homes in Massachusetts for warmer parts in West Virginia, Maryland 
and Virginia, where there are literally hundreds of their descendants occupying those 
lands yet today, some still living in the homes of their  original settling ancestors!   
I hope to be taking this volume to the printer and bindery this month (November).  
Volume IV-b might also be of interest to anyone who was not able to obtain Volume I 
- The Tayer - Theyer - Thayer Families of Gloucestershire, England 1500-1660, since 
it includes the ancestral Thayer families in England as well.  (Less than a dozen 
copies of Volume I remain). 

Drop me an e-mail message at TriciaMuno@aol.com if you would like me to reserve 
you a copy before sending in a pre-payment.  Cost will be roughly $65 plus $10 
postage and handling (final bindery and printing costs will be established once we 
have received a majority of book orders (however, few cost changes are anticipated).  
An attempt will be made to contact (via "snail mail") the direct descendants in this 
line to those for whom I have current mailing addresses. “Word of mouth” will 
hopefully increase the publishing.  More information, pricing and availability via pre-
sales will follow. The following is a listing of the surnames appearing in Volume 
IV-b. 
ABBOTT, ADAMS, ALVERT, ALBRIGHT, ALEXANDER, ALKIRE, ALLETTO, 
ALLISON, AMES, ARNWINE, ARTHUR, ASHBY, ATKINSON, AUSTIN, 
AZZINARO, BABIN, BAILY, BAKER, BALL, BALLENTINE, BANGS, 
BARLOW,BARKER, BARNETT, BARNEY, BARLOW, BASALYGA, BATSFORD, 
BEARD, BEAVER, BECKMAN, BEHM, BEHNE, BENNETT, BERRY, BESS, 

BEUTLER, BIGGS, BILLMAN, BLACK, BLACKBURN, BLAKE, BLAMBLE, 
BLEZINGER, BLOCHE, BONIFIELD, BOUIS, BOWEN, BOWERS, BOWMAN, 
BOYER, BOYLEN, BRADFORD, BRAUM, BRECKMAN, BROOKS, BROWN, 
BROWNING, BURDETTE, BURKE, BURNS, BURROWS, BUTLER, BUTTS, 
CALLAGHAN, CAMPBELL, CAPLETTE, CARPENTER, CARR, CARWITHEN, 
CASEY, CAVENDER, CERNA, CHAMBERLAIN, CHINN, CHRISTY, CLAY, 
CLOUSE, COCHRAN, COFFEY, COFFMAN, COLLIER, COLLINS, 
COMPTON, CONGLETON, CONNELLY, CONRAD, CONROY, COOK, 
CORNISH, CORNWELL, COSNER, COTTRELL,  COWGER, COWLISHAW, 
COX, CRAFT, CRAWFORD, CUNNINGHAM, CURLETT, CURTIS, CUSTARD, 
DAGGETT, DALTON, DANES, DAUGHERTY, DAVENPORT, DAVIS, 
DAWNEE, DeBERRY, DEARTH, DEICHER, DELCOUR, DEMASTUS, 
DENNISON, DEPOY, DEPPEN, DESELLE, DECAULT, DEWITT, DIBERT, 
DIDRICKSON, DILLON, DILLOW, DIMERY, DIXON, DONNELLY, DOYLE, 
DRAPER, DuROSS, DULIN, DUNCAN, DUNN, DYER, ELLIS ERB, EVANS 
EWING, FAYCAK, FENNELL, FENNER, FISCHER, FISHER, FLEENER, 
FLEMING, FLETCHER, FOLLIS, FOSTER, FOURNIER, FOUTTY, FOWLER, 
FOX, FRANKLIN, FRANTZ, FRIEND, FULKESON, FUNK, GARRIEL, 
GAILLET, GARDNER, GARRETT, GERRELLS, GHIRADELLI, GIBBS, 
GIESSMAN, GIFFORD, GILKEY, GILLESPIE, GILLILAND, GLOVER, GOFF, 
GOODLIN, GORMAN, GORY, GOULD, GRAY, GREEN, GREENE, GRIFFIN, 
GRIFFITH, GRIMES, GROTTE, GROW, GRUBERT, GUIDRY, GUINN, 
GUSINDA, HALL, HALLETT, HANDLEY, HANNA, HANNAH, HARBIN, 
HARDWAY, HARRIS, HART, HASKINS, HASLETT, HAWKINS, HAYDEN, 
HAYWARD, HEATER, HELBIG, HELDRETH, HELMICK, HERTIL, HIBBS, 
HILL, HINEBAUGH, HINES, HOBART, HOFFMAN, HOFREIHTER, 
HOLBROOK, HONAKER, HOOVER, HORNACEK, HOSEY, HOSKINS, 
HOUSER, HOWARD, HOWELL, HOY, HUGHES, HULL, HUNTER, HURST, 
HUSTON, INNES, JACKSON, JAMES, JAMYS, JEFFERYS, JEFFORDS, 
JOHNSON, JONES, KARLIAK, KAY, KEENER, KELLAWAY, KEMBER, 
KENNEY, KERNS, KERR, KETCHUM, KICZEK, KIDD, KIDWELL, KIERGAN, 
KILMER, KIM, KINCADE, KINCAID, KING,  KIRKER, KIRKSEY, KITTS, 
KITZMILLER, KNIGHT, KNOP, KNOPP, KNOTTS, KORCHEK, KRAFT, 
KUNKEL, LAFLAMME, LAICH, LAMB, LATHAM, LAWSON, LAYFIELD, 
LEAP, LIEPHART, LEAVELL, LEWANDOWSKI, LINGEL, LINTON, LISTON, 
LITTLE, LITTLEFIELD, LITZINGER, LONG, LOVE, LUDDEN, LYNCH, 
LYON, MACE, MAHAN, MAMILLIA, MARSH, MARTIN, MARTINO, MASON, 
Mc ALWAINE, Mc CARY, Mc CLOUD, Mc COURT, Mc CULLOUGH, Mc 
DONALD, Mc DOWELL, Mc ELORY, Mc GONAGLE, Mc GREW, Mc KELDIN, 
Mc QUAIN, MILLER, MITCHELL, MOATS, MOON, MOORE, MORAN, 
MORISSEY, MORRIS, MORRISON, MORTIMER, MOSSER, MOTT, MOYERS, 
MOZLEY, MULLIKIN, MOYERS, MOZLEY, MULLIKIN, NEELEY, NEELY, 
NESS, NISWANDER, NIVENS, NOLAN, NORMAN, NOYES, OBREZA, 
O’BRIEN, O’DANIEL, O’DELL, OUDBIER, PACKARD, PAINE, PARRISH, 
PATTERSON, PAUGH, PAUSEK, PAYNE, PEARCE, PEARCY, PEDDICORD, 
PELL, PERRINE, PEYTON, PHILLIPS, PHIPPS, PILES, PIGOTT, POMEROY, 
POPICH, POSEY, POWELL, PRAHM, PRATT, PRAY, PRICE, PRINCE, 
PUCKETT, PUGH, PUTNEY, PYTCHER, RABALAIS, RADCLIFF, RADCLIFFE, 
RAY, REED, RESTARSKI, RHINE, RIFFLE, RINGOLD, RHODES, 
RICCIARDONE, RICHARDS, RHINEHART, ROBBINS, ROBERTS, 
ROBINSON, ROGER, ROGERS, ROHRBACHER, ROMJUE, ROPER, ROSE, 
RUFFNER, SACHS, SALISBURY, SAMS, SAMSELL, SCHNEIDMILLER, 
SCHULMEISTER, SCHULTZ, SCOTT, SEELEY, SEFTICK, SENEY, SENIOR, 
SHAFFER, SHAMBLIN, SHATTUCK, SHAVER, SHEPHARD, SHREVE, 
SHROYER, SIMMS, SKIDMORE, SLEETH, SLOAN, SMITH, SNOOK, SNOW, 
SNYDER, SOTAK, SPEICHER, SPENCER, SPICER, SPIESE, SPURGEON, 
STANLEY, STARCHER, STEFTICK, STEINBINDER, STONE, STOTLER, 
STUART, STUMP, STURMS, SUMMERS, TANNER, TATE, TAYLOR, 
THAXTON, THAYER, THOMAS, THOMPSON, THORNTON, THRASHER, 
TILLADAM, TIMBROOK, TINSELBLOOM, TODD, TOSSEY, TOWNSEND, 
TRENT, TREPAC, TUCKER, TURNER. Van KIRK, Van BALKENBURG, 
VENABLE, VINT, VOTAW, WAGNER, WAIDE, WAINSCOTT, WAKEFIELD, 
WALKER, WALTER, WALTERS, WARD, WALKER, WATERS, WATKINS, 
WEATHERLEY, WEHRLE, WELLS, WELSH, WELTY, WEST, WESTFALL, 
WHEELER, WHITE, WICKLINE, WILEY, WILFONG, WILLIAMS, 
WILMOTH, WILSON, WINTERS, WISE, WOLSKY, WOODFORD,WOODS, 
WRIGHT, WYATT, YOUNG. 
As you can see, a tremendous amount of new names and individuals appear in 
Volume IV-b. It would not surprise me one bit if the readers of this volume find there 
are a lot of friends and neighbors who are closely related than they were previously 
aware. 
In other matters, I wish to express my overwhelming appreciation to each who have 
expressed your get-well wishes through your hundreds of messages, cards and phone 
calls.  YOU are what keeps me going!  Wishing you all a very healthy, happy and 
memorable holiday season.   

Merry Christmas to all!  --Patricia 

Historian’s Report: Fall-Winter 2016 
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Volume IV-b Is Going to Press!

This unique Volume IV-b resulted in the update of Vol. IV, and 192 pages tracing The Thayer Families of West Virginia 
and Maryland – including the Ancestors and Descendants of Abel Thayer (1740/41-1814) from 1500 to 2016.  
LINEAGE:  Abel (Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1) THAYER. 
A reprint of Volume V came out last Christmas, and Volumes I, II, as well as Volume VI (released in 2015) are still 
available at this time. It is anticipated that Volumes III and IV will also be reprinted in the future.  (These limited edition 
volumes, as a complete set, will only grow in value each year!) 

A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America 
by Thayer Family Historian/Genealogist, Patricia Thayer Muno 

Please include your present order and print clearly all information. Your pre-payment will determine the number of 
books to be printed and insure your order. Please return this order with your check or money order ASAP!  Thank you. 

Your Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone # _____________________________________   

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thayer Book Order Form: Description of Available Thayer Volumes Cost Postag
e

Total

Vol I Thayer-Tayer-Theyer Families of Gloucester England 1500 –1660. (140 pp)                                       
Price reflects 1st edition printing

$50.00 $10.00

Vol II Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660. (292pp)                                    
Price reflects 1st edition printing

$60.00 $10.00

NEW! Vol IV-b The Thayer Families of West Virginia and Maryland Including the 
Ancestors and Descendants of Abel Thayer 1500-2016 (192pp)

$65.00 $10.00

Vol V Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through His 
Grandsons Jonathan3 & Thomas3 (Ferdinando2, Thomas1) (812pp)

$130.00 $10.00

Vol VI Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through His Son 
Ferdinando and his Grandsons Samuel3 & Josiah3 (Ferdinando2) (681pp)

$120.00 $10.00

Make check or money order payable to Patricia Thayer Muno. Please send this completed form and payment to  
Patricia Thayer Muno  3618 N. 225 E. North Ogden, Utah 84414  (triciamuno@aol.com )  

Editor’s cell: (801) 675-9262.

Grand 
Total
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The Thayer Y-DNA project needs your help identifying male descendants with a documented genealogical paper trail from one of 
the original immigrants and encouraging them to have their Y-DNA tested. This is a new effort to get all lines with living 
descendants tested that also have documented paper trails. This is important if we are ever going to be able to help identify 
Thayers who lack paper genealogical trails using Y-DNA test results. When we have credible results for all lines that produced 
male heirs, we may be able to identify unknown Thayers. 

Currently, the Thayer Y-DNA Project has test results from descendants of Thomas, Richard, and William, but many lines are not 
tested. For instance, Thomas (1) Thayer's son Ferdinando (2) had seven sons who produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA results 
from five lines of the seven: Jonathan (3) (1658-1690), Thomas (3) (1664-1738), Josiah (3) (1669-1728), Isaac (3) (ca 1672-1754), and 
Ebenezer (3) (1674-1723). Thomas Thayer’s son Thomas (2) had two sons who produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA results from 
one line, John (3) (1556-1746). Thomas’s son Shadrack (2) had three sons, of which two produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA 
results from one line, Ephraim (3) (1670-1757).  

Richard (1) Thayer’s son Richard (2) had two sons who produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA results from both lines, Richard (3) 
and Nathaniel (3). Richard’s son Nathaniel (2) had one son who produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA results from this line, 
Cornelius (3). 

William (1) Thayer’s son Nathaniel (2) had four sons who produced male heirs. We have Y-DNA results on one line, Jonathan (3) 
(1685-1778). 

We need your help to find people willing to be Y-DNA tested in the following lines: 
1. Thomas, Thomas, Ebenezer, Ebenezer. 
2. Thomas, Ferdinando, Samuel, Benjamin. 
3. Thomas, Ferdinando, Benjamin, Aaron. 
4. Thomas, Shadrack, William, Jonathan. 
5. William, Nathaniel, Nathaniel. 
6. William, Nathaniel, William. 
7. William, Nathaniel, Isaac, Isaac. 

If you would like to join the Thayer Y-DNA Project, go to the Thayer Family DNA project website: www.familytreedna.com/
public/thayer and click on the Join link at the top right of the page and fill in the requested information. I will respond to your 
request and you will be sent a link with information on how to purchase a test kit. Links at the top left of the website provide 
information and will answer many of your questions. The Y-DNA111 test is recommended for people joining the Thayer DNA 
Project as it provides the largest test data. The cost for the Y-DNA 111 test is $339, the Y-DNA67 test is $248, and the Y-DNA 37 
test is $139. 

Y-DNA tests the paternal line only. Y-DNA mutates very slowly, so your Y chromosome looks nearly identical to your father's Y-
DNA. Your Y-Chromosome DNA (Y-DNA) can trace your father, his father, his father’s father, and so forth. It offers a clear path 
from you to a known, or likely, direct paternal ancestor.  

Please contact me at dna1640@hotmail.com or call me at 302-652-7620. 
Lloyd M. Thayer 

Thayer Y-DNA Project 
by Lloyd Thayer

Need Stocking Stuffer ideas?  Gift the gift of TFA Membership, and your gift will be 
remembered all year long!  See page 15 for the Membership form, and visit 

thayerfamilies.com for a special gift certificate to print and personalize.
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Catherine Ann (Hough)Bailey Cathy is the oldest 
of three and the only daughter of Mary(Midge) 
Jeffrey and Ronald Hough. She was born in 
Belleville, Ontario and had the privilege of growing 
up all over Canada, in England, and in France, 
because her dad was a career airman with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. In 1972, she married Robert 
Ernest Bailey in Ottawa, Ontario. They have two 

daughters and four incredible young grandchildren, 
including twins. For 35 years, Cathy worked as a registered nurse: five 
years at an adult teaching hospital and thirty years in the Emergency 
Department of a Children’s Hospital. Now she is retired and enjoying 
her hobbies... scrapbooking, traveling, cooking,gardening and, of 
course, genealogy. We trace back to Thomas Thayer. 

  
Robert Ernest Bailey Bob is  the 2nd of three 
children born to Jack Bailey and Elisabeth 
Heiitlager. Bob’s father was born in England and 
raised in Canada. He became a chemical engineer 
and enlisted in the Army Corps of Engineers. He 
fought inEngland, France, Italy and Holland where 
he met Bob’s mom. Bob’s mom was born and raised 
in Amsterdam and met Bob’s dad during the 

liberation of theNetherlands. His mom worked for the Dutch 
underground carrying messages to NATO allies. Following the war, 
she came to Canada as a “war bride”. Bob also had the privilege of 
growing up all over Canada and in Germany. After college, Bob worked 
for the federal government for 35 years and is now happily retired. 
BothBob's and Cathy's fathers retired in Ottawa and they met in their 
senior year of high school. They’ll be celebrating their 44th wedding 
anniversary in theFall. 

  
Madora Boyd was born in Seattle,WA in 1924, the 
oldest of two children. She married William Thayer 
(who was born in WI) and they were married nearly 
30 years and had 9 children. When the youngest 
graduated from high school, Bill wanted to 'roam' 
while Madora wanted to stay home and play with 
grandkids. ` So they split: he hired out from the 

union hall and traveled many places on job 
assignments. She worked at Boeing and was Grandma. When she 
married B. Boyd, she retired, they bought an RV and then spent  the 
next 10 years as Snow Birds. 

Carolyn Thayer Cotton lives in Philadelphia and 
has always been interested in art, architecture and 
antiques. Her past occupations include teaching, 
assistant museum curator and antique dealer.  She is 
a realtor with Berkshire Hathaway Fox& Roach and 
is an oil painter as well as the family genealogist. 
Carolyn has adult twin daughters and four 
grandsons,  including another set of twins. Carolyn 

Thayer Cotton, Gaylene Thayer Maichuk  and Craig 
Evan Thayer are siblings, the children ofCarroll Edwin Thayer and Eva 
Groeber Thayer. (Their sister Martha Jane Thayer passed away in 
1973.)  Known as the New Jersey cousins, all were born and raised in 
New Jersey.  Carroll Edwin Thayer was from Massachusetts and the rest 
of his large family all stayed in Massachusetts.  They are descended 

from Lyman Kingman Thayer of Plainfield, Mass.  Their father’s last 
sibling, Edna Thayer Michalowski died in 2015 at the age of 95. 

  
Larissa Thayer Cullen was born in 1967 in 
Champaign,Illinois, the eldest daughter of 
Frederick Daniels Thayer III and Giselle 
(Chesrow) Thayer, and the wife of Donal Shane 
Cullen.  Larissa’s father  instilled  in her a passion 
for art, music, literature  and family history.  An 
honors student, she graduated from Columbus 
College of Art & Design in 1989 with a BFA in 
Fine Arts, with a focus on figure drawing  and 

portraiture in oils, watercolor and graphite.  She then charted her 
subsequent career in Visual Merchandising, and currently she is Senior 
Manager of Retail Strategy for Cincinnati Bell, where for 12 + years she 
has responsibility for all Retail store merchandising and design, and 
directs design and implementation of signage, sales collateral, 
merchandising programs and store remodels.  As mother to daughter 
Livia and son Niall, she is focused on further preserving  her branch of 
family history,and its role in how we view the world.  She also hopes to 
foster interest in the TFA with extended family members through 
outreach, and to work with outside resources to gather all records for 
dissemination through TFA newsletters, printed and digital records, 
and documentation.  She hopes to use  her skills and passion for family 
history to support the TFA and to help ensure its success and growth, 
both now, and in the years to come. 

  
Robin Thayer Harvey loves adventure…
surprises...and challenges...it is in her DNA. Her 
 accomplishments include: United StatesNational 
Woman’s Power lifting Champion, Special 
Olympics Power lifting Coach,NRA Instructor, and 
Shooting Sports director for the Boy Scouts of 
America. She is a skills trainer for individuals with 

disabilities, is CPA trained, and a case manager. She 
holds three degrees: in Psychology, in Child Protection, and in 
Criminal Justice. She has spent her life helping to educate others on 
paths (other than using drugs, alcohol, or other self-destructive 
patterns) to help them cope. 

  
Donna Jean Wykoff Haunch was born in 1940 to 
Minerva Thayer Wykoff in a Minnesota blizzard. She 
is an only child, raised by a mother who was a nurse, 
and a father who was a musician. She lived in 
Afghanistan 1966-68as the wife of a Peace Corps 
physician. Together they raised two 
children,Terence, a TV producer, and Tracy, a 
dentist. Donna also has one grandchild,Sam, who is 
five and her heart belongs to him! Donna worked as 

a NursePractitioner until retirement and now travel is her hobby. She 
has been to most continents and many countries, and still does 
volunteer medical work in places such as India and Africa. She also 
fosters orphaned baby elephants in Kenya. 

Meet Your Fellow Thayers 
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Mary Thayer Morris Krenik was born April 15 1945 
to Gordon Horace Thayer and Genevieve Barbara 
Ward Thayer in St Cloud MN and lived in Annandale 
MN until 1964.  Her father Gordon Thayer and his 
father Albert Horace Thayer owned and operated 
theThayer's Federated Store in Annandale.  Mary 
worked there with her dad until December of 1963, 
when she married Myron Morris. Albert Thayer's 
parents owned two Thayer Hotels:  one in Fair Haven 

MN that burned down and the other in Annandale where it stands today.  
After being declared a Historical landmark, it was refurbished and over 
the years has gone through many changes.  The latest owner has made 
improvements and changed it into an apartment building.  Mary is a 
retired registered nurse with five children, 3 step-children, 17 
grandchildren, one great grandson and one in the oven.  She had four 
brothers. Ward, the oldest, and David,next in line, are deceased.  Steven 
lives in Ellsworth WI and Patrick, lives in Eau Claire WI.  Her second 
husband was Larry Krenik, and they enjoyed traveling, fishing, hunting 
bear, deer and other critters.  She still enjoys these activities with her 
son and family.  Larry passed away in 2005 after  six years battling 
several cancers.Mary enjoys playing cards, cutting diapers out for a 
church mission inGuatemala,  and running to thrift stores sand garage 
sales. She is just becoming interested in family history, thanks toEdna 
and Tamara Thayer.  When she attended this year's reunion, she 
brought along her daughter Melissa Waalen, he r husband Micah and 
son Kade. 

B arbara(Thayer) Knight is one of 9 children born 
and raised in the Seattle, Washington area to 
Madora (Boyd) and William Joseph Thayer.  She is 
married to Walter Knight, has 3 grown children and 
3 grandchildren.  Barbara worked for many years as 
a police dispatcher and in more recent years worked 
as a manager in a state health care organization.  

She is recently retired and lives on a small farm with 
horses, cats and fish.  She enjoys playing with the animals,gardening and 
touring the remote areas of the west. 

Walter S Knight lives inWashington State with his 
wife Barbara (Thayer) Knight.  Walt was raised in 
Tucson, Arizona.  He served 3 years in the US 
Army.  He was a police officer for 15 years in 
Washington and Nevada, followed by 24 years as a 
state correctional officer.  Hobbies include 
exploring hot springs and casinos and writing 
science fiction books (25 at this time!)  Walt has 3 
grown children and 3 grandchildren, and is hoping 
for more of the latter! 

Fred Pelland Lindsay was born in 1940 and grew 
up in Brockton, MA. Graduating from Brockton 
High in 1958, he started a 50 + year career in retail 
management for companies like Wal-Mart and 
Home Depot. He met his wife Doris in 1972 when 
she was working part-time nights at his store in 
Camillus, NY and going to Syracuse University 
days. They married in 1972. Once Fred neared 

retirement, he began working on his LINDSAY 
genealogy. His THAYER connection is William (Wilhemus Tawier) 

THAYER, his 12th great-grandfather. Because of his Scottish lineage, 
he and Doris help at the Clan Lindsay USA tent at most of the NY area 
Highland Games. Once a year they travel to Stone Mountain Highland 
Games outside Atlanta, GA. 

 Penny (Thayer) Logan is one of 5 children of 
CyrilWillard Thayer and Doris Retta Allard.  Born 
in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Penny is married to 
Vance Logan and they have lived in Nova Scotia 
since 1971. They have two grown children and four 
grandsons.  Penny recently retired as a Librarian, 
working mostly in hospital libraries. Her hobbies 
include kayaking, bicycling and traveling. 

Vance Hugh Logan was born in Sault Ste. Marie,Ontario, and is 
married to Penny (Thayer) Logan.  He is an anesthesiologist who retired 
from a 20-year career with the Canadian Air Force and then continued 
to practice at the Dartmouth General Hospital in Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia.  Vance and Penny have two grown children and four grandsons. 
His hobbies include golfing, riding his Harley, kayaking and traveling. 

Gaylene Doris Thayer Maichuk, daughter of Eva 
and Carroll E.Thayer,  was born in 1948 in 
Somerspoint, NJ. She grew up in Little Falls, NJ, 
and attended Passaic Valley High School,where she 
was active in service clubs and athletics, especially 
gymnastics and softball.  She attended the Univ. 
ofMass, receiving a BSN in nursing and then 
attended Seton Hall University, obtaining a MSN as 

a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.  While raising four children,she was 
employed as an Advanced Practice Nurse for 25 years at 
UniversityHospital/University of Medicine and Dentistry of NJ, 
specializing in Neonatal Nursing/High Risk infants. After retiring, she 
returned to University Hospital on a part-time basis as an APN in the 
High Risk Infant Follow-up clinic. She is still employed in this capacity. 
In 2007 and 2008 she volunteered to go to the Philippines on a medical 
mission, focusing on the repair of cleft palate deformities in young 
children. Now she is busy volunteering at the local church soup kitchen 
and pantry. Her hobbies are tennis, traveling and cooking. 

  
Donald Philip Muno was born and raised in the 
Portland,Oregon area. He is the son of Dr. and 
Mrs. D. Paul Muno and grandson ofSir Cyril 
Augustus Blackiston of Sussex, England. As an 
educator, he was awarded Oregon's 1989 
Administrator of the year, representing all Oregon 
Universities, Colleges and Institutes of higher 
learning. He was a teacher and lecturer of English, 

head of Publications and Journalism conferences at 
Portland State University, and winner of publisher's All American 
Penguin Award for High School Journalism. He was also President of 
the Oregon City Education Association and, while Principal at 
Chiloquin Oregon High School, received the top Chapter IV Minority 
Education Program award. He retired in 1997 from Portland Public 
Schools to support Patricia's "Thayer Dream" of researching, writing 
and preserving the stories of all Thayers in America. 

Meet Your Fellow Thayers 
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Patricia (Thayer) Muno is Family Historian 
for the ThayerFamilies Association and the 
author of A Comprehensive Genealogy of the 
Thayer Family ofAmerica.  Born in northern 
CA and raised in southern OR, she is the 
daughter of Clifford Robert Thayer.  It has 
been her dream since 1973 to provide every 
Thayer wishing to know of their lineage with 

an accurate representation preserved in a 
memorial for each family, regardless of their circumstances.  She first 
met with TFA founder, General James Burdett Thayer in 1974 about 
her work, and in 1988 conceived with him the future family 
organization that we enjoy today as theTFA.  In 2016 her compilation 
of Thayer genealogical data from personal research and personal 
correspondence with hundreds of Thayer families consists of 77,000 
individuals.  When completed, the "Comprehensive"will comprise 
eleven volumes -- six of which have been published. She considers it 
her humble privilege to be able to perform this 43 year labor of love 
for the family she so dearly cherishes.   

Lawrence “Bud” Parker was born in London, Ontario, to an 
American mother and a Canadian father. He is married to Debbie 
Thayer.  They lived for a few years in Vancouver, British Columbia, 
where their triplets (2 identical boys, and a girl) were born.  Bud has 
a Masters in North American Archaeology and is retired from 
archaeological consulting.  He currently works in the auto parts 
industry.  His hobbies include vintage cars, motorcycling, and 
visiting small wineries and breweries. 

Valarie Thayer Peffer was raised as the 
daughter of Douglas Lloyd Thayer and Edith 
Lorna Bolton in rural Ontario, Canada in 
the1950's. She was the second child of six, so 
there was always someone to have 
an“adventure” with! She even went to one 
school built by her great-great grandfatherJarvis 
Thayer.  The desk she sat in had her dad’s name 
carved in the top. The countryside she lived in 

had many reminders of her ancestors - the church she went to was 
built by Jarvis Thayer; the first marker in the cemetery is a large 
marble stone with four generations of Thayer names: Jarvis, Roland, 
Herbert, and her father, Douglas. After college she worked at 
Canada Trust in London,Ontario and in 1979 moved to California to 
work as a Operations Officer with Bank of America. She has been 
married for 35 years, is now retired and has returned to live in 
Canada by her family. 

Janice Thayer Rowland is the first of two 
children born to James L.Thayer, Sr. and Clara 
Musick Thayer.  Janice spent most of her life in 
the Bristol TN-VA area, teaching K and Grade 1 
for 36 years, then serving as an adjunct 
instructor at Virginia Intermont College, 
teaching reading methods to pre-service 
teachers.  Her favorite activities are 

participating in two honorary women educator’s groups- Alpha Delta 
Kappa International Sorority and Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, traveling, spending time with family and good friends, 
eating cake for breakfast, playing with dogs, and watching the many 
birds and squirrels which visit her backyard feeders.  Her next 
project is to learn to weave.  Janice has enjoyed serving in her 
church’s ministries, especially the handbells choir.  In 2010, she 
retired, then married the love of her life…Rev. Bill Rowland. A 
parent of one of Janice’s students had introduced her to Bill in 
1978.They dated a year, then went their separate ways and followed 
their callings as minister and teacher.  After 27 years with no contact, 
they reconnected in 2006, then married in Dublin, VA, where Bill 
was a pastor at the time.  They now live in Blountville, TN.  

Bill Rowland, Janice’s husband of almost 6 
years, grew up in Lookout Mountain,GA.  
He earned his Divinity Degree from Emory 
University’s Candler School ofTheology.  Bill 
pastored several churches throughout East TN 
and Southwest VA with the Holston Conference 
of the UnitedMethodist Church during his 42 
years of full-time ministry.  Upon retiring in 
2011, he moved to join his new wife, Janice, at 
their home in Blountville, TN.  Bill has two adult 

children from a previous marriage.  Since retiring, Bill has enjoyed 
part-time ministry at a small church and driving for a local auto 
auction. Bill’s hobbies are reading, watching sports, playing tennis, 
biking, and helping folks in need.  He has enjoyed recent vacations 
to several national parks, and hopes to travel to Ireland in the near 
future. 

Carl Edward Thayer was born in 1995 in 
Columbia, SC,where he grew up and graduated 
from Dreher High School.  He is currently 
attending Midlands Technical College, studying 
Information Technology, as did his father Craig 
Evan Thayer.  He enjoys video games and music. 
  
Craig Evan Thayer was born in 1953 in Mt. 
Holly, NJ, but grew up in Little Falls, NJ.  He 
graduated from Passaic Valley High School 
where he played soccer and basketball.  He 
received a B.S. in Computer Science and a 
minor in Mathematics from the University of 
South Carolina.  He stayed and worked for 39 
years inColumbia, SC, in the Information 
Technology industry: 17 years as an independent 

consultant and the rest of the time as a Systems 
Designer for Blue Cross Blue Shield of South Carolina.  His hobbies 
include photography, scuba diving, motorcycles, building houses 
with Habitat for Humanity , and winning Blue Ribbons for gourmet 
cheesecakes at the SC State Fair. 

Meet Your Fellow Thayers
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Debbie Thayer is one of 5 children of 
CyrilWillard Thayer and Doris Retta 
Allard. Born in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
Debbie is married to Lawrence “Bud”Parker 
and their triplets (2 identical boys, and 1 girl) 
were born inVancouver, British Columbia. Bud 
and Debbie currently reside in Waterloo, 

Ontario.  Debbie recently retired from 
university administration and her hobbies include genealogy, 
reading, and visiting small wineries and breweries with Bud. 

Edna Louise(Wilke) Thayer married David 
Leroy Thayer on August 30, 1958.  David was a 
coach,school teacher, guidance counselor, and 
assistant principal at a middle school for 35 
years, plus retired from the Air Force after 27 
years.  He was really looking forward to his first 
TFA Reunion at Braintree in 2014, but 

unfortunately passed away suddenly 4 months 
prior to the event.  Edna lives on a lake in Elysian,MN.  She 
worked as a nurse for 40 years and after retirement in 1996,wrote 
three books.  She is pleased to have given over 800 talks in 
18different states and Canada on the benefits of laughter.  She 
calls her business, Humor THAYER-apy. 

James Loren Thayer grew up on a dairy farm 
south of Albany; graduated high school in 1960; 
and earned his private pilot license in 1961. He 
enlisted in the US Navy and served four years in 
thePhilippines and in San Diego. Later he 
obtained a commercial pilot license and flew 
cargo runs until he retired in 2008. His hobbies 
include steel guitar, ham radio, and genealogy. 

He is also webmaster for the TFA. 

Michelle Thayer married James Loren Thayer 
in 1973 and together they have two children, 
four grandchildren, and four great-
grandchildren. They live in a house built in 
1820on a farm in New Hampshire that was 
purchased by Jim's great-great-grandfather in 
1855. 
  
Marilyn(Withey) Thayer met her husband 
Robert J Thayer as a college student in Oswego, 
New York, where she was preparing for her 35-
year career as a German teacher and test 
developer for theState of New York. It turns out 
that her childhood home area is connected to 
the artist Sanford Thayer (who lived a while on 

land that became her father’s farm). She and Bob have two sons 
and two grandchildren living in Charlotte, NC.Retirement has 
offered her more time for travel and explore new hobbies. 

Reagan S Thayer has absolutely no concept of 
genealogy, as is probably the case with all 2.5 
year olds. What he DOES love is construction 
sites and all the machines that go with them, 
race cars, balls, dogs, and playing with tools. He 
will enter pre-school in the fall. His father is 

Scott R Thayer and his grandfather is Robert J. Thayer. 

6-year-old Ryan Thayer loves anything and 
everything new. She loves to learn and is an avid 
reader,who has been known to keep reading 
even while she brushes her teeth! She loves 
doing homework, artwork, playing games, 
walking, and talking.  She celebrated her 6th 

birthday at Chuck E Cheese last week. Her 
father is Scott R Thayer of Huntersville, NC. 

Robert J Thayer was anOswego "townie" 
when he met his wife Marilyn in 1967. They have 
been together ever since. He is the son of 
Francis Joseph Thayer, who fought in both 
theaters during WWII, after he was transferred 
from the last of the cavalry units and became a 

deuce-and-a-half supply truck driver on the front 
lines. Bob spent his BS degree in education as a nuclear 
maintenance mechanic with the NYPower Authority. He is an 
avid home landscaper and prides himself on his yard, 
which,according to his wife, looks like a park. His two 
grandchildren Reagan and Ryan call him BobBob and they have 
him wrapped around their fingers. 6-year-old Ryan Thayer loves 
anything and everything new. She loves to learn and is an avid 
reader,who has been known to keep reading even while she 
brushes her teeth! She loves doing homework, artwork, playing 
games, walking, and talking.  She celebrated her 6th birthday at 
Chuck E Cheese last week. Her father is Scott R Thayer of 
Huntersville, NC. 

Samuel Mifflin Thayer was born and raised in 
Princeton, NJ, the son of Pan American World 
Airline Executive,and President of Braniff 
Airlines, Russell Wentworth Thayer. He is a 
retired USArmy Colonel and studied 
geography, psychology, and military science at 
theUniversity of Alaska, Fairbanks. He lives in 

Olympia, WA, and has traveled around the world on his sailboat 
"Pegasus". Sam is the designer of the "Thayer USA" Tartan 
registered with the Scottish Register ofTartans for permanent 
preservation in the National Records of Scotland. States Sam: 
"Always willing to wade into a fight for a good cause! I think it 
behooves me to help in the Association, if  I am able to make a 
difference."

Meet Your Fellow Thayers 

  I have three main personal objectives if I am accept-
ed. First, to foster interest in TFA with extended family 
members through outreach, which to my knowledge has 
not been done in depth inside our family’s branch since 
the 50’s. Next to work with outside resources to gather 
all records for dissemination through TFA newsletters, as 
well as printed and digital records for future records and 
documentation. Lastly, to use my skills and passion for our 
history to support the TFA, to help ensure its success and 
growth, both now, and in the years to come.     
   I am Larissa Anne (Thayer) Cullen, born August 18, 
1967 in Champaign, Illinois, the eldest daughter of Fred-
erick Daniels Thayer III and Giselle (Chesrow) Thayer. He 
briefly worked for the Library of Congress in the depart-
ment of Aerospace Technology, before making a permanent 
move to Columbus, Ohio. Sister is Ellen Susanne Thayer.
    I am known for being honest, thoughtful, and studious, 
an avid reader and art enthusiast.  My family, and dad’s 
particular focus on self-reflection and intellectual pursuit, 
was of great influence to me,and this influence continues. 
   As a mother to two young children. I am even more 
focused on our family’s history and its role in how we 
view the world. I would like to author a book about the RL 
Thayer branch of the family: its roots, stories, and family 
members. It is my hope that I can bring this story to light. 
   My paternal Grandmother, Jean Elizabeth (Dearness) 
Thayer and Great-Aunt, Eleanor Wiley Thayer, were also 
instrumental in my upbringing and passion for reading, art 
and family history. We enjoyed faithful written correspon-
dence weekly since I was 4 years of age, instilling confi-
dence in my young voice. 

Larissa Anne (Thayer) Cullen

LTC Samuel Mifflin ThayerRobin Thayer Harvey
     I love adventure...surprises...and challenges...it is 
in my DNA...doesn’t have to be a ‘man thing.’        
     My accomplishments include: United States 
National Woman’s Powerlifting Champion, Spe-
cial Olympics Powerlifting Coach, NRA Instruc-
tor, Shooting Sports director for the Boy Sccouts of 
America.
     My accomplishments have been personal growth 
as well a watching clients succeed. I am an on-call 
skills trainer QMHA. Trained BECCA, skill trainer 
for individuals with disabilities, CPA trained, and 
case manager.
     I hold 3 degrees B.S. Psychology..Intern at the 
V.A. Hospital in Ore. A.S. degree Child Protection, 
A.S. degree in Criminal Justice, on-call counselor 
with Riverside Sheriff Dept. and Deputy Sheriff. 
     Growing up, my struggle was to have my Dad 
want to believe my life mattered...all my life I did 
the best I could to show that God made each of us 
unique and important. I’ve tried to help others and 
to stay strong and focus in making others’ lives have 
meaning.  It doesn’t make a difference what gender, 
race, or beliefs; my education is to vallidate those 
beliefs and to teach others that they too, count. I’ve 
spent my life helping to educate others on the paths 
other than using drugs, alcohol, or other self-destruc-
tive patterns with which to cope or to invalidate the 
false impressions and that they “do not matter.”

     Samuel Mifflin Thayer, born and raised in Princ-
eton, NJ, the son of Pan American World Airline Ex-
ecutive, and President of Braniff Airlines, Russell 
Wentworth Thayer.  Retired US Army Colonel. Stud-
ied Geography, Psychology, Military Science at the 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks. Lives in Olympia, 
WA.
     Sam has traveled around the world on his sailboat, 
‘Pegasus,’ and is rarely seen without his Mexican res-
cue pal, “Joey,” who has a great history all his own!
     Sam is the designer of the “Thayer USA” Tartan 
registered with the Scottish Register of Tartans for 
permanent preservation in this National Records of 
Scotland. (2009)
    States Sam: “Always willing to wade into a fight 
for a good cause! I think it behooves me to help in the 
Association, if I am able to make a difference.”
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Scott R Thayer has never regretted leaving the cold 
and snowy winters he grew up with along 
LakeOntario. The Mexico, NY Thayers tried 
everything possible to make winters more pleasant: 
cross country skiing, downhill skiing, snowmobiling, 
ice hockey, and indoor soccer. It didn't work. Scott 
studied IT at RIT before education at SUNYOswego 

and later got his MA from Montreat College of Asheville, NC. Scott 
left for Charlotte in 2007 in the middle of an "emergency travel 
only"warning in a mid-February blizzard and has never lamented 
continuing his career in elementary education in a warmer climate. 
His two children, a boy and girl,are ages 3 and 6 and have joined us 
at this Reunion. 

  
Tamara Louise Thayer is one of three children born 
to LtCol. David and Edna Thayer.  She is also an 
author and public speaker with extensive 
background in working with people who have dis-
ABILITIES. She holds aBS in Community Health 
Education, an AA from Golden Valley Lutheran 

College,and an Applied Arts and Science degree in 
the Interpreter/Translator Program.She is also certified as an 
American Sign Language Interpreter for the Deaf. Tammy and her 
family enjoy volunteering and being active in a variety of church and 
community organizations. Tammy’s daughter, Allison Cooney, 
studied in Thailand, Ireland,and taught in South Korea.  She enjoys 
traveling to many countries.  Tammy’s son, Andrew Cooney, served 
6 yrs in the Navy Seabees (Afghanistan, South Korea,and Spain).  
He is married and has three children. Andrea Thayer is Tammy’s 
youngest child and is studying in a dental hygienist program. 

Marcia (Thayer) Way was born and raised on the 
family farm just south of Albany, NY in the town of 
Glenmont. She is the youngest, and only girl, of 4 
children born to Margaret (Heath) and RichardJames 
Thayer. Her oldest brother is James Loren Thayer, a 
long-time TFA member.Marcia is married to Sanford 
Way and has 2 adult children and 2 

grandchildren.She worked at VA hospitals in Albany, 
NY and Manchester, NH before staying home to raise her children. 
She lived in Rochester, NY for much of her married life,moving to 
Auburn, NH 4 1/2 years ago. Marcia enjoys crafts, sewing, 
music,dabbling in songwriting, and most of all seeing her 
grandchildren. 

  
Will Thayer and Carolyn Hale live in Springfield 
MA, whereCarolyn has lived for most of her life. She 
taught 1st grade of 35 years in several elementary 
schools and has been active volunteering in the 
community:she was involved in the women's jail for 
17 years. She has assisted a food pantry for 20 years 
through church. Following her teaching career she 

tutored children in 1st grade for 30 years. For most of her life she 
has had a strong commitment to social action and education.  Will 
worked for 30 plus years in social work. He studied at Columbia 
University & UConn.Primarily, his career centered on post 

psychiatric hospitalization with the chronically mentally ill. He has 
worked as a minister for nearly 16years.  
Carolyn andWill enjoy the arts, museums, and chamber music, and 
classical orchestral music. They also support many charities in 
Springfield.  

  
SanfordWay lives in Auburn, NH with his wife, 
Marcia (Thayer) Way. He was born in 
Vienna,Austria to an American GI dad and an 
Austrian mom, coming to the US with his parents at 
2 years old. Sandy is a retired Air Force Colonel 
and pilot, with 5years active duty, and 25 years in 
the Air Force Reserves. He was activated for6 

months during Operation Desert Shield / Desert 
Storm, and was stationed in the United Arab Emirates. He is also a 
retired Project Manager, after 33 years at Eastman Kodak Company. 
Sandy still volunteers for several military-related organizations, and 
he and Marcia both volunteer for Honor Flight New England. 

  
Cathy(Thayer) Drescher is the oldest of five 
children. Born and raised in Vancouver, 
Washington, she has been married to Jim 
Drescher for 30years. Jim was born and raised in 
Olympia, Washington, the youngest of four 
children. Both Cathy and Jim retired from Frito-
Lay, and yes, that is where they met. Both enjoy 
traveling, gardening, friends, family, an life. Jim 
served four years in the navy and his favorite hobby 
is golfing, which makes Cathy a sometimes golf 
widow. That gives her time to work on her newest 
hobby: quilting, which she finds challenging but 
fun. 
 

Don't forget to check your 
mailing label on this 
newsletter for your 

membership expiration date. 
We hope to see you in 2017 and 

many years to come.                                
Thank you for your 

membership!

Meet Your Fellow Thayers 
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In Memoriam: Aralda Rose (Thayer) Larson

Aralda Rose (Thayer) Larson, 87, a longtime resident of 
Amherst, WI, died July 3, 2016. She was born in Eau 
Claire, WI on January 29, 1929 to Aralda (Kamke) and 
David Thayer. She grew up in Neillsville, WI, where her 
family owned a photography business. Aralda graduated 
as salutatorian of her class from Neillsville High School in 
1947. Aralda always loved a good plot and it showed in her 
love of theater, forensics and reading. Her parents moved 
with her to River Falls, WI when she entered the State 
Teachers College there. While attending college, she met 
her future husband, Charles Larson, when by chance he 
selected her shoe out of many at the college mixer. Aralda 
graduated with a degree in English Education and a minor 
in Library Science in 1951 and went on to teach English in 
Glenwood City and Benton, WI.  

Aralda and Charles were united in marriage on June 6, 
1953. They started their life together in Cuba City, WI 
before moving to Waupaca in 1968 and Amherst in 1979. 
Together they raised five children, instilling in them the 

value of education, hard work, kindness, and the love of good storytelling. When she wasn’t wrangling children 
or supporting Charles’ FFA activities, Aralda had a quick wit, enjoyed listening to music, especially from the 
Big Band era, and cheering on her Milwaukee Brewers. She was known for her skills in the kitchen always 
ensuring a full jar of cookies, acounter full of pies, and a pantry full of the year’s harvest. She and Charles 
operated National Farm Book Company, an agricultural textbook supplier, for 19 years.  

Aralda is survived by her husband of 63 years, Charles of Amherst; daughter, Aralda Ann (Brion) Bell of 
Waupaca; son, Jeffers (Eileen Nyholt) Larson of Waupaca; son, David (Julie Eiden) Larson of Waupaca; son, 
Paul (Fonda) Larson, Appleton; daughter, Catherine (Gregory) Leaf of Hudson; five grandsons, Robin Larson, 
Stevens Point; Charlie Larson, Waupaca; Spencer Larson, Eau Claire; Connor Larson, Madison; and Jackson 
Leaf, Hudson; two granddaughters, Kathryn Larson, Sturgeon Bay, and Claire Larson, Stevens Point. She is 
preceded in death by her parents and an infant son, Eric Miles Larson. A Memorial Visitation was held on 
Friday, July 8, 2016 from 4:00 – 8:00 PM at the Jungers-Holly Funeral Home in Amherst. A Private Family 
Memorial Service was held at a later date. Burial was at Sheridan Village Cemetery in the Town of Farmington, 
Waupaca Co., WI. In lieu of flowers a memorial fund was established. The Jungers-Holly Funeral Home of 
Amherst assisted the family with arrangements. The family would like to thank the staff at Waupaca Elder Care 
for their kindness and care of Aralda over the past eight years. Thank you also to the ThedaCare Medical 
Center-Waupaca staff for their compassionate care during Aralda’s last days. Mom, we want you to know we 
will “see you later alligator.”

a loving tribute shared by Patricia Thayer Muno

Editor's Note: This obituary was originally published in local papers on or around July 5, 2016.
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TFA Membership Form 

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the 
amount times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues 
as indicated above. 
First member full name:________________________________________________________________________________ 
Second family member full name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years desired:__________ x Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:___________________________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: _______________________ birth & death dates if known:______________________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:________________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________________________ 
Full Name(s) to appear on Mailings:________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:________________________________________________________________________ 
City, _________________________________State:______________Country, ___________ZIP Code/Postal Code:________ 
Telephone number: ___(____________)_______________-__________________________ 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter preference: via Email (PDF format): __ _ _ _ _ _ _ via Snail Mail (booklet):_________ 
May we communicate with you via email, for membership or other TFA business? Yes_____ No_____ 
E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If new member, how did you hear about TFA (include referring person if applicable): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any special talents or interests that would benefit the TFA?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail this completed form, plus your check payable 
to Thayer Families Association at the following address: 
Thayer Families Association 
785 Williams Street #303 
Long meadow, MA  

We appreciate you! Thank you for your membership, and we 
look forward to serving you, in your quest for your heritage. 
Your dues make the TFA possible. 
To read about our mission, please visit www.thayerfamilies.com 

Please complete this form with information as you would like it to appear in the TFA Membership Directory, which 
will be published annually, and made available to participating TFA members.who have provided their information. 
This membership directory is strictly for use by TFA members for the purpose of contacting other members for 
socialization, for sharing of genealogical research and to establish closer family relationships with other Thayer 
families. This directory should not be shared or forwarded to any non member or be used to solicit business or 
personal fundraising.   

Indicate if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member, 
or Renewal Member, and enclose appropriate check or money order payable to the 
Association at the address on the bottom of this form.
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY                                  
785 Williams Street #303                                            
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063

For all official business with the TFA, please contact 
our TFA Secretary: 

Nancy Aiello Thayer 
785 Williams Street #303 
Long meadow, MA 01106-2063 
Email: nancy@thayerfamilies.com 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write (and 
include an SASE for written reply): 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com 

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is 
the official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association. 
Article selection and editorial is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 
Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, and any further disbursing will be at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families 
Association, and/or the original author. 

Issues are mailed the first week of the month as follows: 
Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back 
issues are available from 1994 to present; some may be a 
photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available on CD-ROM 
in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or CD when 
ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for 
nonmembers, 
checks only, payable to TFA. 
TFA, 785 Williams Street #303 
Longmeadow, MA 01106-2063 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be 
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email 
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email 
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and 
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. 
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. 
Now collecting your stories, photographs, recipes and treasured 
memories for our Spring issue. Children encouraged to send their 
stories, projects and artwork! Deadline for submission to the 
Spring Issue is January 31, 2017. Please send via email to the 
editor: larissa@thayerfamilies.com 

Contacting Your TFA
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