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A  Q U E S T  F O R  Y O U R  H E R I TA G E

A note from the editor 
July 21, 2017 is the 20-year anniversary of the U.S.S. 
Constitution's return to Boston Harbor. She is the oldest 
commissioned ship in the world still afloat, in part due to the poem 
Ironsides, by American writer Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr., on 
September 16, 1830, as a tribute to the eighteenth-century frigate.  

FROM WIKIPEDIA: "'Old Ironsides' was the nickname given to 
the 18th century frigate, USS Constitution during the War of 1812 
after its naval battle with the HMS Guerriere. The Constitution was 
one of the original six frigates of the United States Navy, 
commissioned by the Naval Act of 1794. The Constitution was the 
third of four ships with 44 guns and was granted its name by 
President George Washington.[1] The ship saw action during the 
Quasi-War, the First Barbary War, the Battle of Tripoli Harbor, 
and the Battle of Derne before earning her famous nickname 
during the War of 1812." 

Two Thayer Lines Converge: the Richard line, with Fort 
Independence designed by General Sylvanus Thayer, and the 
Thomas line, with the inner-workings of Old Ironsides herself. 
Turn to Ephraim Thayer's story on page 4. 

Happy reading! Larissa Cullen, Editor
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 Greetings to everyone from the Granite State,where hopefully the snow is gone for a few months! Since I moved here 
seven years ago, June, July, August and September have been the only months that I have not seen snow at our home. 
Well, enough about the weather...  you want to know what your Association has been doing. 
 Your Board of  Directors has changed somewhat. Valarie Thayer Peffer and Tamara Thayer resigned at different times 
for personal reasons. We selected Jeffrey Thayer from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and Carlos Thayer Nieto from Panama 
City, Panama as successors for the remainder of  their unexpired terms. Both of  these gentlemen bring along a large dose 
of  enthusiasm and will be a great asset to our association. 
 Braintree, Massachusetts was the meeting location in 1991 through 1999, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007, and 2014. Since 

2000, the Thayer Families Association has held meetings in various locations other than Braintree in order to allow the 
Thayers who live in those localities an opportunity to showcase their hometown area. We went to Frankenmuth, Michigan in 2003, Abingdon, 
Virginia in 2005 and Salt Lake City, Utah in 2006. 2008 took us to Angels Camp, California and 2010 to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 2012 saw us in 
Sugarland, Texas, and in 2016 we revisited West Point Military Academy, New York. Minneapolis, Minnesota has been selected for 2018. Your 
Reunion Committee is hard at work to make this event a wonderful experience for all who attend. I sincerely hope that everyone will set aside the 
dates June 28 through July 1, 2018 and make your best effort to join us for this opportunity to meet your extended family. You will create 
memories to last a lifetime.

In TFAship,

A Letter From Our TFA President

We are pleased to announce more items to our FUNdraiser! Perfect gifts for you or a fellow 
Thayer, and all donation proceeds fund our 2018 Reunion in Minneapolis, MN.

Out Of 
The Mist

New Land

Set of 3 poster prints, ready 
for framing 
$50.00 donation / set of 3

a  fun d  raiser

Verne L. Thayer 
is a full-time 
artist. He 
creates his 
original work  
in oils, en plein 
air and in his 
studio.

Your contribution  
includes shipping and 

handling ALL PROCEEDS 
TO SUPPORT the 2018 

TFA Reunion in   
Minneapolis, MN

Night Voyage Home 

Handmade Vintage-inspired pin 
$30.00 donation / each 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

2

Larissa Thayer Cullen assembled these eclectic pins 
by hand. No two are alike. Vintage quilting scraps 

add to their uniqueness and charm. A fun 
conversation piece on a sweater, tote bag, or 

wherever you'd like some cheerful bling! 



What makes Patricia’s A Comprehensive  Genealogy 
of the Thayer Family of America so unique and 
different from dozens of published genealogies?   

You might attempt to answer that question after first 
sitting down with any volume of Thayer genealogy 
and slowly turn one page at a time, examining each 
element, name and story.  Extensive lists of 
contributors’ names heralds each book’s beginnings 
and wows the reader at the number of individuals 
who have contributed.  And, before the reader can 

continue, reasons for double-dating and necessary 
explanations are presented along with origins of the Thayer name—just in case your 
Thayer volume is your first volume examined. Following this, you will find book sections: a 
dedication and preface followed with a table of contents, showing each chapter and section with detailed information.  Photos, captioned with names and dates often 
include charts, illustrations, and all ending with an extensive index of names which often totals over 100 pages, single spaced. In addition, an index of photos and 
illustrations; sometimes, an unexpected appendix of unique historical importance is also included.  

No two volumes are the same and the Thayer “story” is enhanced and extended with each published volume. Securing each volume is a rare opportunity for those living in 
this generation, but few have taken full advantage.  Some volumes are being held in reserve by the author in order to provide future complete sets for placement in special 
library and University collections. This is a long range project which Thayers may wish to participate in the future. It is an important goal held by our founders in the 
beginnings of the TFA, Thayer Family Association and shared by the past director of the Braintree Historical Society. 

Special appendix sections have included a personal diary of a historically significant individual; special Thayer accomplishments; a town council’s daily agendas in early 
colonial America; letters from a Civil War soldier’s quiet moments between military confrontations; the first-hand personal observations and view of the sinking Titanic 
as a Thayer son watches amazed, not knowing his father is disappearing from sight for the last time. This all happens as he sits in the last life boat pushed away from the 
final waves of the “unsinkable” Titanic while he watches the Titanic break up with hundreds of passengers still left on board without lifeboats as they forever disappear 
into the cold silence of the Atlantic Ocean. When necessary, special written permission is requested and is always observed by our author, as are many confidences shared 
with her over four decades of exhaustive research with hundreds of promises kept.  

Any one Thayer volume might be considered a lifetime accomplishment, but when considering an “encyclopedia size” of an entire extended family from Europe to the 
American Colonies up to present time and extending across the US and abroad, encompassing over 500 years, from the 1500’s to the present, it requires more than a 
minute to grasp the significance and sheer monumental accomplishment in the making. Along the way, each Thayer has been invited to join in the “Thayer Journey” 
which is still unfolding. And for those, who for a time, become lost while on this lifetime journey, Patricia welcomes back on board with open arms; they are, after all… 
“family”. 

But, it is in the “details” that separates this monumental work from all others and the author’s unique work ethic which is hard to believe or fully appreciate. Patricia’s 
recent editing and her verification research is done “one name at a time”.  Living families are contacted, careful search of new online data bases such as: Find a Grave, 
Ancestry and Family Search are but a few she consults. During this editing process photos are gathered and book layout design is done and indexes are extended—
sometimes manually. But to be able to do this editing, problems of updating the technical computer programs, changing operating systems and advanced computers must 
be maintained and updated along the way as “older”, obsolete programs are no longer supported. Some of those programs must be maintained and computer experts 
must be found, and at times, must be paid for extensive technical work. “It can’t be done” is never accepted. Your “Thayer Comprehensive” continues and is a testament 
to the Thayer journey.  

During Patricia’s life journey, she became totally deaf which began at the early age of 8, being isolated from the music and dance she loved as a young girl, where she was 
a ballerina and also performed in a high school band. But, being born blind in one eye made everything just that much more difficult including spending long hours of 
research to which she has devoted her life.  

Before the “Thayer Comprehensive” genealogy, Patricia researched and published her husband’s unknown Muno family history: The Muno Family of America: Their 
German and Belgian Ancestors.  Her work was later used by a European University professor where his students spent a year researching, writing and producing a 
European radio program celebrating the Muno family’s struggles and their immigration to America which followed the Potato famine that devastated Europe, forcing 
families to leave ancestral homes for new beginnings. It took Patricia many years researching microfilmed handwritten German and Belgian (French - Luxembourg) 
Church parish records after she found her husband’s Catholic ancestors which lead to protected records hidden in a secret wooden vault in a Catholic cathedral’s World 
War II attack. What followed were lasting European friendships and a published scholarly genealogy. I share this with you now, so that you may better understand how 
she developed her skills now enjoyed by hundreds of Thayers. Other works were published along the way. Her mother’s early Mormon pioneer ancestry and her 
husband’s British ancestry, to mention a couple of her  major published works. Her husband’s research and publishing work following the tearing down of the Berlin wall 
and his work with some of Europe’s oldest families is another story to be continued.      

Over 43 years of Thayer research often 7 days a week and extended work hours, often times with little sleep, became her increasingly silent world which extended far 
beyond local libraries and country borders.     
Now, with an autoimmune disease competing for her long hours of dedication, Patricia edits Volume VII of the Thomas Thayer descendants, but with much greater 
effort. Bless those who lead TFA and seek to provide a cheering section for Patricia. Showing kindness to each other is a trait and behavior Patricia would hope all 
Thayers might extend to one another as she endeavors to finish The Thayer Journey.  Volume VII will be available in time for Christmas 2017!!!

Volume VII is Now Being Prepared For 

All Thayers and Friends 

One-Thayer-Name-Edited-at-a-time!


this report by your

historian’s hubby, Don Muno


Historian’s Report
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by Larissa Cullen

From Annals of the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association, 1795-1892: 

Ephraim Thayer was born in Braintree in 1749 He was the son of James Thayer who was the grandson of Shadrach 
Thayer one of the early settlers of that town He never served any apprenticeship but was a self taught mechanic a very ingenious 
and industrious man When quite young he took in pieces (of) an old pair of wheels belonging to his father and following them 
as a pattern made a new pair with such tools and timber as his father's farm afforded Soon after he let himself by the month to a 
Mr Wetherbee a wheelwright in Roxbury with whom he worked some months At the beginning of the Revolutionary War he 
joined Captain John Vinton's company of artillery in the regiment of Colonel afterwards General Henry Knox It is not known 
how long he served in this regiment but it was long enough to obtain a pension of $122 a year for a few years commencing in 
1831 While in the army he was frequently employed as an artificer and one of his performances was the repairing of the wheels 
of General Washington's phaeton In 1780 he set up a wheelwright's shop at the South End of Boston Here he manufactured 
fire engines which were in good repute in Boston and other large towns in New England He was captain of an engine company 
many years and as such did good service to the town He made the carriages for all the guns of the frigate Constitution built in 
Boston in 1798 and for the gun boats which were built there during Mr Jefferson's administration He did much of a similar 
kind of work for the state General Amasa Davis the quarter master general being his next door neighbor mounting field pieces 
making gun carriages tumbrels &c He was one of the Boston representatives (for) several years A friend who lived near him and 
was intimate with him and his family says Mr Thayer had no enemies and no temper or if he had he always kept it caged. He was 
highly and universally respected.⚘ After performing a large portion of the world's work he died in 1836 in the eighty seventh 
year of his age. 

⚘The same friend states that while sailing down the harbor with Mr Thayer on a fishing party and passing Nix's Mate he 
remarked that when a boy he rode a horse to plough in a field of two acres of Indian corn where the beacon now stands Very 
few if any persons now living can remember seeing any bare ground at this place It has long been covered by the waters of the 
Atlantic ocean fishing excursions frequently occurred during the summer season more frequently in former than in later years 
and were enlivened by anecdotes from the lips of Mr Thayer.

Ephraim Thayer & His Ingenious Engines

Ephraim Thayer, apprentice to metalsmith and inventor Paul 
Revere, was an ardent Federalist. He began making fire engines 
around 1793.   In 1795, Ephraim Thayer was making the "fire 
engines" (portable pumps) for the U.S.S. Constitution.

Early 1800s Ephraim 
Thayer hand-drawn, hand-
operated fire pump with ties 
to Paul Revere. Showtime 
Auction Services image, 
October 23, 2012.

A receipt of payment to Ephraim Thayer from Navy Agent Henry Jackson.   For making the ship’s 
gun carriages, fire engines, and “sundry work” Thayer received $2,201.29.   - USS Constitution 
Museum collection

Ephraim Thayer Pumper, 1793 
Constructed by Paul Revere, it served 

West Boston No. 6 until 1808. 
- Boston Fire Museum collection
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by Robert J. Thayer
Cousin Jeffrey: The Great Contest and Beyond

It is amazing what a THAYER name can reveal!  
Always a history buff, especially Civil War history, I was looking through a list of 
Thayers who fought in our War Between the States when I came across the name 
Jeffrey A. Thayer, a member of the New York State Volunteer Infantry. He was listed 
in the 110th NYSV Infantry Company C, which was formed in the very county where I 
live, and my curiosity was piqued. Who was this THAYER? 
Born on April 22, 1843 in Redfield, Oswego County, NY, Jeffrey A. Thayer grew up 
and lived in a rural agricultural area. In 1862, when our Thayer cousin was age 20, 
President Lincoln called for an additional 300,000 men to serve for three years. 
Maybe it was the sermon on patriotism he had heard from his minister. Maybe it was 
his desire to get out of the boondocks. Or 
maybe the enticement of bounties as 
high as $300 (which is more than 
$8000 in today's money) offered by the 
State of New York and by the County of 
Oswego, which tempted him. That was a 
huge sum of money for poor men from 
the back country. I choose to believe he 
wanted to do his duty and serve the 
Union. He enlisted at Sandy Creek, 
Oswego County, NY in August 1862 as 
a private in Company C and left for Washington en route to Mobile Bay on the 
Mississippi River, then on to New Orleans, and finally to Camp Mansfield at 

Carrollton, LA. The 110th was assigned to General Nathaniel Banks of the 19th Corps. 
After subsequent assignments at New Iberia and Franklin, by 1864 the 110th had 
transferred to Dry Tortugas and Key West. Along the way Jeffrey served with the 7th NY 
Cavalry Co. B, as well, though he mustered out in Washington DC on August 28, 1865, 
again with 110th NYSV. 
Their mission in Florida was to watch over Union deserters and convicts, as well as 
Confederate prisoners at Fort Jefferson. Dr. Samuel Mudd, Michael O'Laughlen, Edman 
Spangler, and Samuel Arnold, four of the conspirators involved in the assassination of 
President Abraham Lincoln, were among those guarded at Fort Jefferson. 
After the war, Jeffrey married Elizabeth Flint (1852-1930), who was ten years his junior, 
and they lived together for the next 60 years. They had two sons (Edwin of Black River 
and Frank of Carthage) and one daughter (Mrs. Wallace Peeler of Indian River). As 
reported in the Lowville Journal and Republican Newspaper on January 30, 1930, 
"Eight days after the death of his wife, Jeffrey A. Thayer, a 78-year-old Civil War veteran, 
died of a complication of diseases at the home of his son, Edwin Thayer...He had been 
blind for twelve years...He was a farmer for 40 years." He was survived by his brother 
William Thayer of Williamstown, his three children, 14 grandchildren, and 11 great-
grandchildren. 
It turns out, courtesy of information provided by Jerry Thayer, assistant TFA historian, 
Jeffrey A. Thayer is my 6th cousin, 5 times removed. (lineage: Jeffery, Samuel, Elisha, 
John, Jonathan, Nathaniel, William, Richard)  
What a pleasure to find hidden treasures like Jeffrey in our genealogy searches! If you, 
too, are interested in finding out more about your Civil War connections, a great place to 
start is at thayerfamilies.com/the-thayer-quarterly/ and scroll down the page to the spring and summer1995 issues and to the summer 1997 
issue. Or try thayerfamilies.com/back-issue-index-thayer-quarterly/ and scroll down to the same issues. See what YOU might find! 

110th NYSV 

its Nickname 

Oswego County Regiment

Recruitment Area:


Orwell, Sandy Creek, 
Boylston and Redfield

"Eight days after the 
death of his wife, 
Jeffrey A. Thayer, a 
78-year-old Civil 
War veteran, died of 
a complication of 
diseases at the home 
of his son, Edwin 
T h a y e r . . . H e h a d 
b e e n b l i n d f o r 
twelve years...He was 
a farmer for 40 
years."
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Let's go back as far as I can remember, to the days of  my childhood and youth as I grew up on  – what would 
now be considered – a very small farm, in Guilford, Vermont. 

School days – ah yes!   
Again I think back at those early days before television was ever dreamed of…  Radio was just becoming 

within the homes of  a few, but only could be heard at first with the use of  earphones.   So one could 
expect that without television to take up ones idle evening hours, that one should  
have had uninterrupted time for studying their homework and reading good books.  As I think back,  
that was what our long winter evenings involved – a hot wood stove in the parlor, surrounded by boots and socks drying out, and 
ready for dressing the next morning around the stove.  On a fairly large table was our Aladdin Lamp – a fairly new invention which 

gave off  a bright white light – a noticeable improvement over the conventional yellow-flamed kerosene lamp.   Gas fueled lanterns 
were also used in some homes, but we preferred the extra safety of  a kerosene fueled lamp.  Around this table we would gather to read, 
study, or play checkers, dominos, or a card game.   It was not until high school that I remember of  having school/home-work.   In 
memory I can still see my dad (we always called our parents “Papa” and “Mama” never “Dad” and “Mom”) sitting in a Windsor arm 

chair with the radio ear phones on and listening to either WBZ Boston or KDKA Pittsburgh, two favorite stations at that time.   If  something of  
special importance was playing, Papa would unhook one of  the earphones and share it with another, so that by taking turns we could all enjoy the 
program.   If  the station was strong enough, and with full volume on, Papa would put the earphones in a large glass fruit bowl which would amplify 
the sound – i.e. a home made speaker! 

But I have been distracted – – what happened to the school work and studying?   By now Papa has usually fallen asleep 
with ear phones still on his head – and only the occasional crackle of  the wood fire, or the thump of  a log as it adjusts 
itself  to fill the chasm created by the burning beneath it.  With school work out of  the way, we could turn to pleasure 
reading of  such books as those of  Zane Grey, Horatio Alger, and Jack London.   A few of  the titles I remember:  
“The Call of  the Wild,” “The Last of  the Mohicans,” “Rin- Tin-Tin,” “The Bobbsey Twins,” “Heidi” and “His Dog.”  
Often these books were received as Christmas presents or loaned by a friend or obtained at the nearby Guilford Center 
Library.   I believe that both my mother and sister were librarians at one time or another.   What fun it was to create 
your own fantasy land and become a part of  the adventures you were reading.   Dreams must have been much better 
then, as our minds were not then cluttered and exposed to the frustrations and violence of  todays world.   I had never 
heard of  drugs, although in later years I learned that my Grandmother Thayer was a habitual user and that a family 
friend, Lowell Bullock, either knowingly or unknowingly bought it for her, destroying the empty bottles in nearby 
Broad Brook. 

But before we wander too far astray, lets get back to the early school days again.   No, we haven’t missed the school bus.   I had not heard of  such a 
vehicle at that time.  Either you walked to school (one mile away), or someone had to take you by horse-drawn conveyance.  I recall eagerly waiting for 
spring and warm weather when I could get rid of  cumbersome boots and shoes and walk barefooted to school.  This I did until summer vacation, and 
continued to go barefoot all summer, even to working in the hay fields and the prickly stubble.   One learned to walk with a “sliding” step which 
flattened the stubble before full weight was placed on it.  Many are the times of  “stubbed” toes, (usually the big one!) when it would require a bandage 
to close a wound or a loosened toenail. 

Lunch hours at school were usually lunch “minutes” – peanut butter and jelly sandwiches and an apple along with a jar of  milk (not even a thermos!) 
were consumed as fast as possible, and still act civilized, then out to the school yard for play with the swings hung from the spreading limbs of  an elm 
tree, the teeter-board, or games of  tag, hide-and-seek, duck-on-a-rock, red light, or maybe a tug-of-war.  In the winter a favorite sport of  some of  us 
boys would be to go into the nearby woods, find a fresh rabbit track and follow it – complete with the sound effects of  a barking dog!  Occasionally 
we would come within sight of  our prey – a large white beautiful “snow-shoe” rabbit as they were called.   Hot and steaming from perspiration we 
would hurry back to school – but not always in time for the one o’clock class.  However, our teacher, Miss Jean Campbell,   
was most understanding and I do not recall that I was ever punished in any way for being late. 

My first eight years of  grammar school were all at #2 School, one mile north of  my home in Guilford Center, 
VT.   As mentioned previously, we walked to and from school, rain or shine, snow or blizzard.   In the winter I 
would take my “Flexible Flyer” sled to school and thus could ride a part of  the way.   It also was used at noon 
hour for our recreation.  The teacher travelled by horse and sleigh or wagon as the season dictated, and on stormy 
days I remember how longingly we looked at the vacant seat in the sleigh or wagon.  Usually there were four or five 
of  us walking together, so of  course our teacher could not show partiality by giving one a ride.  The horse was stalled 
(housed) in a barn about 100 yards from the school, and various children were delegated to feed the horse and carry a pail 
of  water to him at noon time.  The water for washing or drinking was obtained from a nearby spring down  
quite a steep hill from the school.  In modern times I’m sure the Health Department would not approve of  such a water source.  A common tin cup 
hung on a limb over the spring for all to use.  Who ever heard of  individual throw-away cups?!

Richard James Thayer – An Autobiography ✝
The second in a series of  stories written in 1990 by the father of   
James Loren Thayer
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Stephen Van Rensselaer Thayer

August 2, 1847 - October 10, 1871

After an illness lasting several weeks, Harvard graduate 
and intrepid explorer Stephen Van Rensselaer Thayer 
abruptly passed away at the young age of 24, leaving behind 
his wife Alice and infant son Stephen. His lavish home's 
blueprints were sadly not meant for them, and the parcel 
was sold: 306 Dartmouth Street in Boston's Back Bay. To 
see the full archive of detailed blueprints, visit 
backbayhouses.org/306-dartmouth

by Larissa Cullen
Stephen V. R. Thayer:  A Good Name Revisited

A Good Name 
A Sermon to the First 
Congregational Society  of 
Lancaster, MA 
October 22, 1871 
by George M. Bartol

Photo Detail: 
S.V.R. Thayer 
from a group 
portrait, Thayer 
Expedition  
to Brazil

From the Thayer Expedition to Brazil 
Amazon Riverbank with boats, Manaos, 

Brazil, 24 November 1865 
Watercolor on Paper 

Jacques Burkhardt (c. 1808-1867)

While visiting the Quabbin Reservoir this April, I took the time to research Stephen's death at the W.E.B.Du Bois Library, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst.  While disappointed not to find his cause of death or place of burial, I was able to scan his Memorial, an excerpt is 
pictured below, and look for the fully-transcribed text via thayerfamilies.com/agoodname

Did you read the Spring 2017 Thayer 
Quarterly? One of Stephen's brothers, 
famed amateur ornithologist John Eliot 
Thayer, was our featured cover story! 7



About Jeffrey:  I was born December 29, 1953 in Columbus, Ohio. I've lived in Pittsburgh since 1969, having moved here as a teenager with my family.  
My father, Frederick C. Thayer, Jr. was Professor of  Public Administration, Graduate School of  Public Administration and International Affairs, University of  
Pittsburgh, 1969-1992. Previously, he was Col. Frederick C. Thayer, Jr. United States Air Force, 1945-1969. He graduated from the United States Military 
Academy, class of  1945, and South Hills High School, Pittsburgh, PA., 1942. He was born in Baltimore, MD., Sept. 6, 1924. He died Dec. 23, 2006 here in 
Pittsburgh, and is buried at the West Point Cemetery, USMA, New York.  
I have been a Registered Nurse for eleven years, currently at Allegheny Valley School (AVS), part of  NHS Human Services, a non-profit service organization 
dedicated to serving people with special needs. I work at the Patricia Hillman Miller Campus (PHMC), a 60-person residential facility for individuals with 
profound physical and intellectual disabilities. I am part of  the 24 person nursing staff  that provides 24-hour nursing care to the residents of  PHMC. The 
residents live busy, active lives, attending special needs education programs within and outside PHMC, and outside activities including van outings with their 
fellow residents and staff  to local events.  
I received my Bachelor of  Science in Nursing (BSN) degree from California University of  PA in 2012. This year, I received my Master of  Science in Nursing 
(MSN) degree from Robert Morris University (RMU) of  Pittsburgh. I currently tutor RMU nursing students as they pursue their BSN degrees. In my spare 
time, I enjoy photography, home brewing beer and wine, and cooking in the 
kitchen. 
I am descended from Thomas Thayer, the first Thayer to immigrate to the 
United States from England in 1637. My family line includes my grandfather, 
Frederick C. Thayer (b. 1892, WWI veteran), James Thayer (b. 1759, 
Revolutionary War soldier), Ephraim Thayer (b. 1669/1670), Shadrach Thayer 
(b. 1629), and Thomas Thayer (b. 1596), the original Thayer ancestor to settle in 
Braintree, MA. in 1637.  
With my profound thanks to Patricia Thayer Muno, I have known my Thayer 
ancestry since 1997 when she corresponded with my father to confirm his 

Thayer genealogy. I joined the TFA at that time, and have maintained 
my TFA membership since then. Having renewed my membership 
for five years in January, I was asked to serve on the TFA Board of  
Directors, in March. I am currently Membership Committee 
chairman, as well as a TFA board member. 

Two new members 
to the Thayer 
F a m i l i e s 
Association's Board 

of Directors

we thank tamara thayer 
and val thayer pfeffer for 
their valuable time on the 

board, from all of us at the 
thayer families association

8

We Welcome to the Board

Jeffrey Lee Thayer 
Pittsburgh, PA 

About Carlos:  I was born April 3, 1987, the youngest of  three children.Panama was going through a military dictatorship, and times were austere and 
difficult for everyone. In fear of  what a U.S. invasion and war might look like, my parents left the country looking for a more stable place to raise their children. 
An opportunity arose for my father to work for Siemens in Alpharetta, Georgia. Being the best choice available, we moved there in 1988. That’s where I spent 
most of  my early childhood. My first memories were that of  a typical suburban life: playing with my neighbors in our cul-de-sac, Elementary school and riding 
my bike around the neighborhood. Eight years later, Dad moved us to Mexico for a new career opportunity, where we lived what I like to think of  as our 
formative years in Middle and High School.  
As I grew older, I sought to establish roots in a place I could call home, and being a foreigner in Mexico I felt I needed to find something closer to my heart. In 
2005 moved to Panama with this purpose in mind, living with my Aunt (my father’s sister). I enrolled in a local school and finished my High School in Panama. 
Although brief, from 2005 to 2006 I was able to cement myself  in Panama and lay the groundworks for a future here.  
I attended the University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, in their prestigious Electrical Engineering program. Most of  my time in college was spent with my 
nose in a book, at one of  my two jobs, or in the engineering lab: soldering circuit boards and debugging programing.  After graduation, I returned home to 
Panama, by now my brother and father also had decided to move back to Panama. I got a job working for Copa Airlines (Panama’s home airline) working in 
process improvement and data analytics. It was in Copa where I cemented the skill set which would eventually define all other career choices I have made since. 
Copa was a period in my life of  beginnings, it was in Copa where I started down the path of  data analytics and process improvements, during my time in Copa I 
enrolled in my MBA program and it was also in Copa where I met my future wife Olga.  
After a year and a half  in a thriving career at Copa, my father fell ill and asked me to help him with his company in Panama. It was a position I couldn’t refuse. I 
joined him, fixing issues in company processes, strengthening relationships with providers, reestablishing key relationships with major clients and getting the 
staff  to work with us to change a long-standing trajectory of  inefficiency. Year later, the company had made a 180° turn in the right direction. Many of  the 
issues we had previously faced seemed to be either fixed or position to do so in the near future. By then, my relationship with Olga had become the center of  
my personal life.  I proposed to Olga in October 2013 and we were married in July of  the following year. After our marriage and given the improved state of  
the company and my father’s health, I felt it was time to resume the pursuit of  my own career path. Subsequently, I worked in Colon, a city in Panama about an 
hour's drive on the Atlantic side of  the Canal, with a Third-Party logistics operator. While in Colon, we managed to travel the world. We went to Europe (a few 
times), Africa, and the US. I ran my first world marathon finishing in Chicago in 2015 and I graduated from my MBA. We later moved to Panama, and currently, 
with the help of  my former General Manager from Colon, I have established a Consulting Business and am currently working on its growth.

Carlos E. Thayer Nieto 
Panama City, Panama



THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
Date: Sunday, April 30, 2017, 6:00 p.m.EST 
Location: https:/zoom.us/j/8094790671 
Board Members in Attendance:  James Loren Thayer, President; Robin Thayer Harvey, Vice President; Marilyn W. Thayer, 
Treasurer; Nancy L. Thayer, Secretary; Larissa Thayer Cullen, Director; Samuel Mifflin Thayer, Director;  Jeffrey Thayer, 
Director  
Board Members Not in Attendance : Verne L. Thayer, Director  
Others Present: Carlos E. Thayer Nieto, Member

CALL TO ORDER:  
The Meeting was called to order at approximately 6:08 p.m. by James Loren Thayer, President, upon establishing that a quorum was present to conduct business. 
Seven of eight (7 of 8) of the current board members were present. The TFA has a nine (9) member Board. We are presently short of one board member due to recent 
resignation of Tamara Thayer.  

OLD BUSINESS: 
PAYPAL  
President reports PayPal is up and working with some glitches  
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 8, 2017  
ACTION: Upon Motion made by the Secretary, seconded by Marilyn W. Thayer and unanimously approved by the Board, the Minutes of the Meeting for January 8, 
2017 are approved .  
ACTION: Thereupon, the Secretary once again motioned for the Board to approve the Minutes of the Meeting for March 26, 2017 as previously provided. Jeffrey 
Thayer seconded the Motion and the rest of the board unanimously accepted the Minutes as typed.  
APPROVAL OF MOPPS (MANUAL OF POLICIES AND PROCEDURES)  
ACTION: The Secretary Motioned to accept the MOPPS as dated April 30, 2017, be approved. Thereupon, Marilyn W. Thayer seconded the Motion that the MOPPS 
as dated April 30, 2017 be approved and the board unanimously agreed and accepted them as written. The Secretary is directed to date, sign and file the two Minutes 
and the MOPPS in the corporate records.  
NOMINATION COMMITTEE  
Patricia Thayer Muno is Chairperson and is seeking additional committee members.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
SECRETARY’S REPORT  
The Secretary reports that she was notified by the President of the resignation of Tamara Thayer on April 4, 2017 for personal reasons.  
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
ACTION: The Secretary motioned that both Treasurers’ Reports for January 8, 2017 and March 26, 2017 be approved, the President seconded the Motion and the 
board unanimously approved the reports from Marilyn W. Thayer, Treasurer.  
ZOOM MEETINGS (DISCUSSION OF COSTS)  
ACTION: Agreed that further discussion is tabled for the next meeting after Jeffrey, James and/or Carlos check to see if there is the possibility that several persons 
within TFA can host meetings.  
APPROVAL OF BOARD OF DIRECTOR 
ACTION: Upon Motion made by Marilyn W. Thayer, to accept Carlos Thayer Nieto to the Board of Directors of TFA, and seconded by the Secretary, it was 
unanimously voted by the Board in attendance to accept Carlos Thayer Nieto to the TFA Board of Directors. 
TFA REUNION UPDATE 
ACTION: Marilyn will try and reach Tamara’s mother, Edna. Tammy is CoChair. Marilyn will follow up at the next board meeting. 
REUNION FUNDRAISER  
ACTION: Larissa to write up description of pins for James to add to the TFA's website. 
THAYER QUARTERLY EDITOR REPORT Larissa reports that the next newsletter will go out early June.  
MASSACHUSETTS REGULATIONS The President is seeking corporations in MA who provide Resident Agent/Principal Place of Business services. 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRPERSON REPORT  
Discussed record keeping of older memberships lists and the newest list.  
WAIVER OF DUES FOR WILLIAM RUSSELL THAYER 
ACTION: The Secretary makes a motion to waive any future dues of William Russell Thayer in appreciation of his many years of service as President and his 
dedication to the organization. The motion was seconded by Marilyn Thayer and unanimously approved by all of the Board members present at this meeting. The 
Secretary will prepare a Board Resolution to be placed in the corporate records upon approval of the Minutes.  
END OF MEETING 
There being no further business, the President made a Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 p.m. ACTION: A date of Sunday, May 21, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. is set for 
the next Board of Directors Meeting for TFA. The Secretary seconded the Motion and all the board unanimously agreed. The above Minutes for the Meeting on April 
30, 2017, have been approved by the Board of Directors and the Secretary is instructed to file same in corporate books. DATED and placed in Corporate records, 
this 21st day of May, 2017. 
Note: Condensed Version for T.Q.  publication, signed by Nancy L. Thayer, Secretary;  
For unabridged meeting minute archives, visit: thayerfamilies.com/meetingminutes

Meeting Minutes
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Guess Where We're Going for Reunion 2018?

You betcha! We're going to The North Star State, The Land of 
10,000 Lakes, The Wheat State, The Bread and Butter State, New 
England of the West, and The Gopher State! All rolled into ONE 
fun-filled trip for the whole family!


Paddle the Mississippi! Shop the Mall of America! Take the kids to the Crayola Experience or Nickelodeon Universe! Tour the Twin Cities! FlyOver 
America! Visit the Super Bowl 2018 stadium! Go fishing! Swim! Be amazed at the Aquarium! See great art and theater! And best of all: Meet more 
Thayer relatives!  

Our Thayer Families gathering will be June 29 - July 2, 2018 in Bloomington, MINNESOTA (but you can come early and stay late)! If you are like 
I was before my research, you have no idea how much FUN FUN FUN the Twin Cities area has to offer! My whole family can't wait to go! 

Call today to reserve your suite (sleeping space for up to SIX) at Embassy Suites Minneapolis Airport, 7901 34th Avenue South, Bloomington, MN 
55425! Phone 952-854-1000. Limited rooms at the special rate for Thayer Reunion attendees: King beds = $134 per night and double-double = 
$144 per night. Free airport and Mall shuttle. Pool. Complimentary breakfast and evening reception. Cancellation minimum 24 hours in advance. 

The Reunion Committee is busy working on program ideas and we hope YOU will join in with your ideas! Help! Email me to join in our planning 
fun! marilynthayer@verizon.net 

PLANS TO DATE INCLUDE:


Thursday, June 28 - Early-birds Pre-reunion: 
Arrive, check in and join us for a pre-reunion get-together from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Look for our registration table! Complimentary drinks and snacks 
available. 
Friday, June 29: 
Complimentary breakfast, tour on the light rail ($4.50 daily Visitor Pass good for unlimited rides). 
Join us at the Meet and Mingle Reception from 5:30-7:30 p.m., with a continued Thayer Reunion program until 9:30 p.m.  
Saturday, June 30: 
Complimentary breakfast at the hotel, bus tour of Minneapolis / St. Paul, 3 p.m. TFA business meeting, 5:30 p.m. reception, 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
banquet and program. 
Sunday, July 1:  
Complimentary breakfast at the Hotel, brunch or lunch boat tour on the Mississippi,other options: Paisley Park for Prince fans, Chanhassan Dinner 
Theater, a multitude of museums and the Minnesota Zoo are all beckoning,  Twins game (IF they are playing), capped off with an evening reception 
back at the hotel. 
Monday, July 2: 
Complimentary farewell breakfast at the hotel.  
But we didn't have enough time to go paddling, to the Science Museum, to Jackson Street Roundhouse (for train enthusiasts), to the horse races, to a 
casino, to Valleyfair Amusement Park, fishing for walleye, and so much more!

by Marilyn Thayer, committee co-chairperson
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https://www.google.com/search?q=embassy+suites+minneapolis+airport+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj3mOu_m4fUAhVPziYKHYVYC_QQ6BMIpQEwEw
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TFA Membership Form

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the 
amount times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues 
as indicated above. 
First member full name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Second family member full name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years desired:__________ x Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:___________________________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: _________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:______________________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:__________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________________________ 
Full Name(s) to appear on Mailings:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, _________________________________State:______________Country, ___________ZIP Code/Postal Code:________ 
Telephone number: (_________)_______________-__________________________ 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter preference: via Email (PDF format): __ _ _ _ _ _ _ via Snail Mail (booklet):_________ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If new member, how did you hear about TFA (include referring person if applicable): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any special talents or interests that would benefit the TFA?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail this completed form, plus your check payable 
to Thayer Families Association at the following address: 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
c/o Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

Please complete this form with information as you would like it to appear in the TFA Membership Directory, which will be published annually, 
and made available to participating TFA members.who have provided their information. This membership directory is strictly for use by TFA 
members for the purpose of contacting other members for socialization, for sharing of genealogical research and to establish closer family 
relationships with other Thayer families. This directory should not be shared or forwarded to any non member or be used to solicit business or 
personal fundraising.   

Indicate if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member, 
or Renewal Member, and enclose appropriate check or money order payable to the 
Association at the address on the bottom of this form.

Managing Your Preferences

We will include your information only with your consent. By checking boxes 
below, you are consenting to provide your contact information to other 
participating TFA Members: 

First and Last Name(s) 
Mailing Address 

Home Phone Number 
Mobile Phone Number 
Email Address 
No thanks, I do not wish to participate in a TFA Membership Directory 

* Note: if published online, the Membership Directory will be password-protected.

We would like to provide the future opportunity for members to 
contact each other via a Membership Directory. This is to be a 
listing of all members of the Thayer Families Association, Inc,, aka 
TFA, (a Massachusetts corporation), made available only to 
participating individual TFA members, .and would be published on 
an annual basis.*This directory will not be shared by the TFA with 
other organizations. Member use is limited to contact for the 
purpose of genealogical questions or member socialization. You can 
select which information you wish displayed. Please note: you have 
the ability to change or update your information at any time via the 
TFA's website (www.thayerfamilies.com), by email to 
jim@thayerfamilies.com, or by snail mail to TFA, 1327 Lavanham 
Court, Apopka, FL 32712-3069. For updates to take effect, please 
expect notification within 2 hours for website confirmation. Please 
allow 24-48 hours for email confirmation, and 5-7 business days for 
mailed confirmation. 11

From The Board of Directors



THE THAYER QUARTERLY                                  
1327 Lavanham Court                                                
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069

For all general business with the TFA, please contact 
our TFA Secretary: 

Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 
Email: nancy@thayerfamilies.com 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write (and 
include an SASE for written reply): 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com 

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is 
the official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association, Inc. 
Article selection and editorial is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 
Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, Inc., and any further disbursing will be at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families 
Association, and/or the original author. 
Issues are mailed the first week of the month as follows: 

Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back 
issues are available from 1994 to present; some may be a 
photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available on CD-ROM 
in electronic PDF format, please specify paper or CD when 
ordering). Cost is $2.50 each for members, $5 each for nonmembers, 
checks only, payable to TFA. 
TFA, 1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be 
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email 
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email 
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and 
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. 
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. 
Now collecting your stories, photographs, recipes and treasured 
memories for our Summer issue. Children encouraged to send their 
stories, projects and artwork! Deadline for submission to the Fall 
Issue is July 31, 2017. Please send via email to the editor: 
larissa@thayerfamilies.com

Contacting Your TFA

Join us on Facebook
Thayer Families Association


