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It is an honor and privilege to publish your stories. I am especially 
grateful for the opportunity to put the story of Brigadier General 
James Burdett Thayer in this issue. A poignant reminder of Man's 
Inhumanity to Man, a point in our world's history which is hard to 
fathom. I am in part Hungarian, and this story tugs at my heart. 

I also wish to thank Cynthia LaBombard, who told me of Ware's 
Rev. Ezra Thayer, well-respected in his time, and I 
hope his story prompts you to read more about him 
and his contemporaries.

Larissa Thayer Cullen, 
TQ Editor

note from the editor

thursday, june  28, 2018 
Early Bird Arrival 
Relax, take a swim, or unwind in the hot tub. There is always the Mall 
of America just across the street, too. WOOHOO! 
thayer mix & mingle in the atrium - 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

friday, june 29, 2018 
Look for TFA Secretary and Reunion Photographer Nancy Thayer at 
the complimentary hot cooked-to-order or buffet breakfast! Carpool 
to downtown Minneapolis spots not covered on our Saturday bus 
tour. Depart at 9:30 a.m. 
TFA board meeting - 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Registration 
New arrivals can register and pick up t-shirts at the Hotel Reception 
thayer mix & mingle in the atrium - 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Complimentary drinks and snacks, dinner on your own, with 
continued Thayer talk and games until 9:30 p.m. or so. 

saturday, june 30, 2018 
Complimentary hot breakfast at the hotel 
Bus Tour of the Twin Cities  and a Mississippi River Cruise 
Depart at 9:00 a.m. - return at 5:00 p.m.  
Dinner  plans on your own.  
thayer mix & mingle in the atrium - 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Complimentary drinks and snacks, dinner on your own, with 
continued Thayer talk and games until 9:30 p.m. or so. 

sunday, july 1, 2018: Thayer Day with Patricia & Don Muno 
• Complimentary hot breakfast at the hotel  
the quest for our heritage - 9:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon     
• Tamara Thayer:  The Thayer Migration to Minnesota  

Why Some Thayers Left the East Coast and Headed West 
• Jim Thayer: The Thayer Families Website 

Visit thayerfamilies.org 
• Larissa Thayer Cullen: Building Content For The TQ 

Larissa will share her thoughts on content, context, and research 
tactics for story building. 

• Don and Patricia Muno: Tidings, News, and Updates 
lunch - 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. 

TFA business meeting and board elections - 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 1, 2018, continued  
the quest for our heritage - 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
• Sharing the Love of Family! Let’s tell our stories: the silly, the sad, and the 

infamous 
• Bob Thayer:  

Preserving Family Memories in the Cemetery  
Suggestions for finding and preserving early Thayer gravestones 

• Kade Waalen:  
Family Research  
How my research has furthered my love of family 

• Don and Patricia Muno:  Tidings, News, and Updates 

thayer mix & mingle in the atrium - 4:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 

thayer banquet- 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
• Keynote Address 
• Craig Odanovich: From Braintree to Pine Trees  

• How our group came to Minneapolis

National Thayer Family Reunion Itinerary

Our 2018 National Thayer Family Reunion is 
upon us! We hope to see many of you in 
Bloomington. We have worked hard to make 
this a fun and informative event for our 
Thayer cousins!  

By the way, we welcome your suggestions and 
feedback. Our thoughts are already on future 

reunions. What locations would interest YOU in your quest for your 
heritage? Please send your suggestions in via Facebook, email or 
letter. We want to hear from you!

In TFAship,

A Note from our TFA President

Cover: 
This pamphlet was produced by the US 
Army after they liberated a concentration 
camp  in  Austria  called  Gunskirchen 
Lager. The 71st arrived just days before 
VE day.

http://remember.org/full_version.html
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Dear Thayer Family, it is with great anticipation that hubby Donald and I are preparing for our forthcoming trip 
to Bloomington, MN for our biannual National Thayer Family Reunion. My only regret is that not every member 
will be able to attend with us!  The Thayer reunion is an incredible, time worthy and memorable occasion, with 
many thanks to all those who have diligently prepared the event for us.  We look forward to meeting each of you; 
and, for those we will miss this time, please try to meet with us in 2020! 

Volume VIII is well on the way with the genealogical information of thousands of descendants of Isaac3 
( Ferdinando2, Thomas1) Thayer and second wife, Mary, all into place in the text.  The 300 + photos have been 

edited and cross referenced with the pertaining individual’s identification number.  Choosing which ones to use 
and placing them in the text (and getting them to stay in place!!!) comes next.  There are numerous addendums to 

add a great deal of “flavor,” likely to the readers’ enjoyment.  The index will require some manipulation, which is time consuming, but well worth 
the effort. The book, as is, without photos and index, is already over 800 pages! 

I have a “mea culpa” to share with you, which was only discovered this last week:  Volume VII (of which there are only 3 copies left unsold!) was 
given the incorrect ISBN number!  The correct number is:  978-0-9632608-0-2.  (Those of you who have volume VII may wish to make note of 
this in the front of your books).  This number WILL be corrected in the next printing, and before it goes to the Library of Congress.  Below, you 
will read editor, Donald Muno’s report on what comes next!  See you soon at the reunion.  Keep safe,  

The final Chapter for the Thayer Journey and all Thayer’s who share in the “Thayer Dream” 
A Report From Don Muno, Editor and Publisher of A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America. 

 Following Volume VIII (8), which Patricia is now completing, two additional volumes on the descendants of the Immigrant, 
 Thomas Thayer, Volumes IX (9) and X (10), will remain, along with a hopeful eleventh volume.  Volume XI (11) would  
 include all Thayer families who have yet to be connected to our three immigrating Thayer brothers from Thornbury,  
 England.  Publishing an 11th volume of the “unplaced” will allow others to carry on the Thayer Journey with the research  
 which has here-to-fore been completed by Patricia. 

 When Patricia’s “lifelong” Thayer research and publication journey comes to an end, it is hoped that the TFA will assist in 
 the final stage to make it all worthwhile -- the dissemination of the Thayer genealogy to key locations across America to  
 which our Thayer descendants may have future access. For the few who are collecting all 11 volumes, God bless you.  Please 
 consider where or to whom you will entrust your Thayer legacy. 

 Placing each individual volume and complete set in the Library of Congress was never done by the Braintree Historical  
 Society, as was once promised.  Having proper IBSN numbers in each volume has been accomplished.  This first required 
 purchasing and obtaining said numbers. Each volume has an unique IBSN number to that volume, along with a common  
 number shared by each volume in the collection. All has been accomplished leaving placement, payment and registration  
 with the Library of Congress to complete the process. 

 Raising funds to accomplish the above task will need to be explored and accomplished. It will require the help of the Thayer 
 family.  

 After the “Comprehensive” is carefully distributed, the process of informing other Thayers of the availability of the 
 “Comprehensive” would be a service to all future Thayers and their families. 

Historian’s Report

- Patricia
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Only 3 copies left!
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"DURGIN, Miss Lyle, artist, was born in Wilmington, Mass., in 1850. A sister of Harriet Thayer Durgin, she grew 
up as one with her, so far  as environment and teaching were concerned. They drew the same life and 

inspiration from their home surroundings and studied in the same schools, and when their education was 
completed found themselves with the same inclination toward art. Lyle went to Paris in 1879 and became a 
pupil of Bonnat and Bastien Lepage. l.ater she entered the Julien Academy for more serious study in draw- 
ing, working enthusiastically, early and late, both in the school and in her own studio, supplementing her 
studio work by anatomical studies at the Ecole de Medicine under M. Chicotot. In summer time the sisters 
sketched in England, Switzerland and France, drawing fresh inspiration from nature and travel and taking 

home collections of sketches for their winter's work. Lyle chose figure painting in oil and portraiture as her 
special department of art. So earnestly did she study from 1879 to 1884 that the Salon received her paintings in 

the latter-named year, and again two years later, when she offered a painting of beauty, which won for her 
recognition as an artist of power. In 1886 the Misses Durgin returned to America and opened a studio in Boston. 

Welcomed to the best society, in which they naturally found a home, the sisters began work, each in her own field of 
art. The first picture exhibited by Lyle in Boston was a portrait of a lady. Then followed in rapid succession one of Henry Sandham, a celebrated 
artist of Boston, and many others of persons of more or less distinction in the social and literary world. Receiving a commission for mural 
paintings for a church in Detroit, Mich., she started early in 1890 for a prolonged course of travel in Italy, finally settling in Paris for the 
execution of those great original works, which were completed and placed in the church in December, 1891. They represent the four 
Evangelists and are of heroic size, filling the four compartments of the dome-shaped interior. They are painted after the manner of the middle 
time of the Venetian school, corresponding to the Byzantine character of the edifice. Although the ecclesiastical traditions of saints and church 
fathers allow of but little variation, her works are characterized by freshness, originality and strength unusual to find at the present day, and are 
worthy of more interest from the fact that this is a branch of painting which hitherto has been almost exclusively in the hands of men." 
https://tinyurl.com/ycnrgx23
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"The First Congregational Church of Detroit was built in 1891 at 
the peak of the Victorian era. Unlike the plain, small meeting 
houses of the traditional New England Congregational Churches, 
this structure was designed with grand ornamentation and 
symbolism. The architect, John Faxon of Boston, traveled to 
Europe and patterned the building after churches found in Venice 
and Ravenna. The carved wood, ceiling portraits, rose windows and 
sumptuous colors of the sanctuary rival anything found in Europe. 
Prominent among the many symbols are the ceiling paintings of the 
four evangelists, representing the four Gospels. These paintings 
were designed and executed by Miss Lyle Durgin of Boston."  
http://friendsoffirst.com/about-us/

From Wikipedia: "Receiving a commission for mural paintings 
for a church in Detroit, Michigan, she started early in 1890 for a 

prolonged course of travel in Italy, finally settling in Paris for the execution of those original works, which were completed 
and placed in the church in December, 1891. They represent the four Evangelists and are of heroic size, filling the four 
compartments of the dome-shaped interior. They are painted after the manner of the middle period of the Venetian school, 
corresponding to the Byzantine character of the edifice. Although the ecclesiastical traditions of saints and church fathers allow 
for little variation, her works were characterized by freshness, originality and strength."

Murals in the Motor City

the heavenly artistry of mary lyle durgin

lyle & harriet were boston-based artists, the daughters of 
rev. james durgin & harriet robinson (thayer) Durgin. 

https://tinyurl.com/yahw5svo 

Thayer Lineage for Lyle and Harriet Durgin, from Patricia Thayer Muno: 
Harriet Robinson 8, Stephen 7, Abraham 6, Zachariah 5-4, Nathaniel 3, Richard 2-1 



From Telling Their Stories: "In the right place at the right time" 

"There's no doubt that Brig. Gen. James B. Thayer is a hero, but that's a label 
the 95-year-old Lake Oswego resident would never use for himself. 
As Thayer sees it, he was just in the right place at the right time. But for the 
15,000 Hungarian Jews whose lives he and his platoon saved while searching for 
Nazi ammunition dumps near Wels, Austria, it was divine fate. For 50 years, 
Thayer spoke of the experience with almost no one — until he was invited to 50th 
anniversary of the Holocaust in Vienna by the U.S. Holocaust Council in 1995. 
'I said that under no circumstances could I go back. But the Secretary of 
Defense's office called me and said I had to go,' he recalls. Soon enough, he was 
touching down in Vienna and on his way to a ceremony that would pay homage 
to the millions of Jews who weren't liberated and died at the hands of the Nazi 
death machine. While in the airport, a man came up to Thayer and began 
explaining who he was. He said, 'My name is Wolf, and I want you to know I 
wouldn't be standing here if you hadn't found us when you did. I was 14 years 
old, and I wouldn't have lasted another 24 hours,' Thayer says. 'That totally 
changed my viewpoint on the killing I'd been involved with. By that time, I 
started telling my story.' 

BORN TO SERVE 
Thayer was born March 10, 1922, in Portland. He grew up and attended school in 
the small Yamhill county town of Carlton, where he was one of about 100 
students. From a young age, Thayer was enamored of journalism and remains so 
to this day. He was the editor of his high school's newspaper and went on to 
work as advertising manager of the Daily Emerald while studying economics at 
the University of Oregon. When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Thayer was 
a sophomore at UO and had recently joined what we know today as the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps. 'All my friends were joining the Marines and Naval Air 
Force. I wanted to join, but I didn't want to get drafted. So I went in as a buck 
private (in the U.S. Army) and went to officer candidate school,' Thayer says. He quickly rose through the ranks and, by 1944, found himself 
clearing mines in Normandy and leading a team of 16 American soldiers as a second lieutenant. It was a dangerous job, he says. I always felt 
like I was given the bum jobs, but I ended up establishing a mine platoon training center and received high marks for my efforts, even though 
I wasn't overly enthusiastic about the job. As the Germans began to retreat east across France and back into Germany, Thayer's role 
changed: His platoon was selected for reconnaissance missions. My commanding officer brought me in and said, 'Jim, I've got a job for you, 
and I know you can do it, he says. Basically, they wanted us to go out ahead until we started getting shot at, and then report back where (the 
Germans) were shooting from.' On Sundays, Thayer would take his men to church, stash their weapons on the balcony and attend service. He 
says he's always had a close connection to God, and he credits his faith for his successes not only in the military, but also in his personal and 
professional career as a businessman. He remembers one particularly moving service on Easter Sunday after having crossed the Rhine River 
into German territory. 'Everything I've accomplished, basically, God has done it for me,' Thayer says. 'I never felt I was overly capable.' 
Toward the latter part of the war, Hitler planned to evacuate Berlin and head for a remote perch high in the Alps. In advance of his escape, he 
sent SS troops to clear a path for his evacuation. Thayer's battalion was assigned to enter Austria from the west to block the route, and once 
again, his platoon was set out on reconnaissance. 'We ran into the SS about 40 miles outside of Vienna. We were tired, but we ran into their 
advance guard and my soldiers immediately reacted and we killed 31,' Thayer recalls, and so he made a calculated decision: If his 16 men were 
able to take out 31 of Hitler's best troops, it was probably safe to continue forward into a small village that lie ahead. But as they entered the 
village, Thayer's platoon realized they'd just walked into the headquarters of an SS regiment that was 800 strong — and an SS commander 
who was ready to sacrifice himself rather than surrender. 'Their battalion commander told me he wasn't allowed to surrender unless he killed 
me and killed himself too,' Thayer says. 'It was tough. I thought I was going to die.' With the help of a sergeant who spoke German, Thayer 

tried to negotiate with the SS commander. But he soon realized that the man had a live grenade attached to a lanyard around his neck 
and intended to sacrifice himself to kill Thayer and the rest of his troops. He was in a rage. He said he had a lot of men and he was 
going to kill all 16 of us. 6

Our Hero Among Heroes  
Brigadier General James Burdett Thayer



I told him, 'Well, we're going to burn your town down,'Thayer says. Fortunately, Thayer was able to keep the commander talking long 
enough for his battalion to advance from the rear and diffuse the situation — and Thayer was credited with the capture of 800 SS troops. 
'That's the type of thing where I got the opportunity to save lives. That was a good part of the story,' he says. But the next part of the story 
was a gruesome experience that scarred his psyche for more than 50 years.  

DIVINE FATE  
Thayer's next assignment was to search for an ammunition dump rumored to be part of Hitler's escape plan. He led his platoon out into the 
brush, and began searching. It wasn't an easy task, because the map they were using wasn't complete, and the roads were barely roads at all. 
'Every time I talk to anyone about this, it's hard for me,' Thayer says.'We went into this forest and we found somewhere between 3,000 
and 4,000 people laying on the ground, dying. Not from gas chambers or anything, but from malnutrition. It was pretty serious. They were 
begging for help, but we didn't know what to do. We had no idea there were 15,000 more Hungarian Jews there as well,' 
 he says. 'They were grabbing at our boots, so we gave them what rations we had, and some of them couldn't eat. They choked on the food 
and died on the spot. There was nothing we could do.' Thayer radioed back to his battalion and asked them to send as much help as they 
could. As it turned out, the 15,000 Hungarian Jews that Thayer and his men stumbled upon were a group that had been chased out of 
Budapest by advancing Russian troops; in their escape, they ran directly into the arms of the Nazis and sent to a work camp called 
Gunskirchen Lager, where they were expected to die. 'It was hell 
on Earth. People were dying and bodies piled up three, four high,' 
Thayer says. Following his military service, Thayer returned to 
Oregon and completed his education at the University of Oregon. 
He continued his service in the Army Reserves, commanding a 
unit out of Vancouver, Wash. In 1954, he married the love his life, 
Patricia Cunningham, and settled in Beaverton, where he started 
his business, J. Thayer Company, one of the largest office supply 
firms on the West Coast. Thayer continued to serve in a number of 
leadership roles, including president of the Port of Portland, 
president of the Beaverton Chamber of Commerce and president 
of the Oregon Historical Society. 

He retired from the Army in 1982 as a brigadier general, but he 
continues to serve his country to this day as a civilian aide to the 
Secretary of the Army. He was honored recently when the Oregon 
Military Museum at Camp Withycombe was named for him. 'I 
wasn't a hero,' Thayer insists. 'I just happened to be in the right 
place at the right time. That's just a quick overview of the opportunities that God has given to me.'" 

Contact Lake Oswego Review reporter Sam Stites at 503-636-1281 orsstites@pamplinmedia.com.

OPERATION MARGARETHE (from Wikipedia):  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki Operation_Margarethe 

The Hungarian Prime Minister Miklós Kállay (in office from 1942), with the knowledge and approval of Regent Miklós Horthy, had been 
discussing an armistice with the Allies. German dictator Adolf Hitler found out about these discussions. Hitler felt betrayed by the 
Hungarians, and on 12 March 1944 ordered German troops to implement Operation Margarethe to capture critical Hungarian facilities. 

Hitler invited Horthy to the palace of Klessheim, outside of Salzburg in Austria, on March 15. While the two Heads of State conducted their 
negotiations, German forces quietly moved into Hungary. The meeting served merely as a German ruse to keep Horthy out of the country 
and to leave the Hungarian Army without orders. Negotiations between Horthy and Hitler lasted until the 18th, when Horthy boarded a train 
to return home. 

When he arrived in Budapest, it was German soldiers who greeted him. Horthy was told that Hungary could only remain sovereign if he 
removed Kállay in favor of a government that would cooperate fully with the Germans. Otherwise, Hungary would be subject to undisguised 
occupation. Knowing the latter situation would mean a gauleiter who would treat Hungary no differently than an occupied enemy country, 
Horthy appointed Döme Sztójay as Prime Minister to appease German concerns. The occupation was a complete surprise, which resulted in 
it being quick and bloodless. The initial plan was to immobilize the Hungarian army, but with Soviet forces advancing from the north and 
east, and with the prospect of British and American forces invading the Balkans, they decided to retain the forces in the field, sending a 
portion to defend the passes through the Carpathians. 

As a consequence of the Nazi occupation, Adolf Eichmann arranged the transportation of 550,000 Jews from wartime Hungary 
(including Jews from territories annexed from Czechoslovakia, Romania, and Yugoslavia) to the Nazi death camps, with the 
collaboration of Hungarian authorities.
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First Lt. James Thayer in 
Gunzburg, Bavaria, 

Germany in the summer of 
1945, after V-E Day.



"For sixteen years the Rev. Ezra Thayer served the Ware River Parish, holding to the end the affection of his people, — a fact that, in those difficult times, 
speaks much for the man's tact. He undoubtedly was, as several historians as sure us, a man of "accommodating turn." He was a native of Mendon, and a 
graduate of Harvard College in 1756. He was undoubtedly an excellent manager and a shrewd business man, possessing qualities rare in ministers of those 
days, and which could not fail to make him respected in a struggling community. That his salary was not always paid with the regularity that could be desired 
appears from the Town Records, but there was good humor on both sides, and doubtless the money was forthcoming eventually. An article in the warrant in 
1768 was "to hear what our minister has to Lay Before you Relative to his Salary not having been Sesonably payed him In the Past, and to act upon any 
proposal that he may make to you." Under this article the meeting adjourned to Deacon Cummings's for ten minutes (we can guess what for), and returning 
refreshed to the meeting-house took no action in the matter. But who can doubt that things went better afterwards? Mr. Thayer acquired considerable land 
during his residence, and must have been regarded as a man of substance. His widow Judith in 1777 sold some 230 acres to Wm. Page, Jr., of Hardwick for 
£560. 

When but forty-two years of age Mr. Thayer's earthly ministry closed. He died Feb. 19*, 1775, apparently after a sickness of considerable length, for the 
parish voted to continue his salary to the time of his death, to bear the funeral expenses, and to "see about a piller " to put over his grave. It was just before 
the outbreak of the Revolution, when money was scarce and taxes high, when everybody was in debt and war was filling men's minds. It was hardly a time to 
give much thought to tombstones, and the matter was allowed to drop for a time. But in 1782 it was brought up again, and finally in 1784 a stone costing £4„4, 
was erected at the parish expense, — a tribute to the lasting impression of Mr. Thayer's ministry, and of the affection his people long retained. The epitaph 
upon his headstone in the old burying place at the Centre may still be read: In Memory of the Rev. Ezra Thayer, the Learned, Pious, Faithful, and Deservedly 
Esteemed Pastor of the Church in this town, who died Feb. 12*, 1775, in the 43d year of his age, and the 16th of his ministry." 
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Rev. Ezra Thayer - taken from History of Ware, Mass - Chase-1911 
Contributed by the  Ware Historical Society, Cynthia LaBombard, Officer

EXTRACT FROM THE WILL OF EZRA THAYER  
"Further I will and bequeath unto the Church and Congregation in Ware fifty Dollars to be paid to them when they shall have settled a regular Orthodox 
Learned Congregational Minister ordained according to the Ecclesiastical Constitution of this Province, provided my Lands in Ware be sold at that Time, 
and if my said Lands be not sold at that Time, the said sum is to be secured to their Town Treasurer whenever said Lands are sold said fifty Dollars is given 
towards helping them to defray the Charge of his settlement. Also it is my Will that a certain negro girl named Leah whom I lately sold to Deacon Solomon 
Rich of Westurn in the County of Worcester for the Term of about nine years & an half, should be freed & set at Liberty at the Expiration of said Term upon 
the following Conditions viz that she be under the guardianship of said Rich whom I hereby appoint her Guardian, til she has by her sober and industrious 
Conduct given proper Evidence that she is a Person fit to be set at full liberty. It is also my will that the said Rich should Take a certain Bond I have against 
William Blackamore Junr of Ware aforesaid for Ten sheep, Which are the Property of said Leah, and I hereby impower said Rich to demand and Receive said 
sheep when the Time fixed in said Bond is Expired, and to let them out for said Leah to the best Advantage so long as his Guardianship continues. Also I give 
and bequeath unto the said Leah six Pounds Thirteen shillings and four Pence to be paid into the Hands of her said guardian within six Months after her said 
nine years & half Service is expired, the said sheep & Money to be given to her when it shall sufficiently appear that she is capable of taking proper Care of 
herself & her substance, and she is to be entitled to all the Profits of them & of her Earnings while under guardianship — it is to be understood that the above 
mentioned Legacy to the Church & Congregation of Ware and the said six Pounds thirteen shillings & four Pence to said Leah are to be paid by the Person 

here after to be named as Executrix of this my last Will & Testament. The census enumeration of 1765 
reports one female slave in Ware. The census of 1790 records 
no negro as being owned here. So far as the records show, Leah 
was the only slave ever held in our town. The library of Mr. 
Thayer, described in the inventory of his estate, is of interest."

EDITOR'S NOTES: 

Ezra Thayer: d. Feb 12, 1775 (*date listed as Feb 11, 12 and 19 

in various records); graduated Harvard College, 1754  
 https://tinyurl.com/ycv4lcb8 

Married Judith Williams, September 17, 1761  
(Judith b. March 1721 or July 13, 1728, d. April 5, 1801 (aged 80 years 1 month)  

Source: Sergeant Bible: https://tinyurl.com/y8ls9854  
Children: 

1. Abigail Thayer June 23,1763 -? 
2. Elizabeth Thayer February 23, 1765 -January 17, 1775,  

3. Enoch Williams Thayer 1765 - 1775 
4. Sarah Thayer November 7, 1766 - January 17, 1775 

"Go reader mind 

The better part, 

Believe the Gospel, 

Mend thy heart. 

Go learn to live, 

Learn to die. 

For die thou must 

As well as I."

- Rev. EZRA THAYER

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63386063

https://tinyurl.com/ycv4lcb8
https://tinyurl.com/y8ls9854
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63386063
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/63386063
https://tinyurl.com/ycv4lcb8
https://tinyurl.com/y8ls9854


"Needlework sampler done in silk embroidery with cross stitch, long-armed cross stitch, eyelet stitch, and french knots on a plain 
linen ground, which has two inscriptions: 'Abigail W Thayer was born Oct 6th 1806' and 'Abigail Thayer Buckland July 24 1818.' 
Abigail W. Thayer (1806-1826) was the daughter of Elijah Thayer (1763-1820) and Mehitabel (sic)Pratt Thayer (1770-1857) of 
Buckland. A card attached to the back of the frame reads: 'Sampler 1818 / Ephriam William lived & died here. Made by Abigail 
Thayer when 12 years old. She was the sister of Leon's great grandmother Thayer. The house in the sampler is the Ephraim Williams 
home on the road from Shelburne Falls to Buckland, a brick house now painted white and owned by Bert Wells with an ell built on 
since. It was the home of Rhoda B. Williams before her marriage to Abijah Thayer, given to Leon by great aunt from Lancaster, Mass 
in 1935.' Text written on the paper backing reads: 'This Sampler among other things was sent to us in 1935 by Leon's great Aunt Miss 
Jennie (Sarah Jane) Thayer of South Lancaster, Mass. It was rolled over a piece of paper and had probably been kept that way since it 
was made (1818). Had it framed in 1936. It was given to Leon by Leon's great Aunt, Jennie Thayer. Her aunt, Abigail Thayer made it. 
Later it came to Aunt Jennies father (Abijah Thayer of Buckland). He was Leon's great grandfather. Abigail died when she was 23 
years old. She lived at Buckland, Mass. & was sister of Abijah Thayer (Leon's great grandfather.). She was born in 1806 so the sampler 
was done by her at 12 years of age. She died when she was 21 or 22 years old. The Thayer homestead in Buckland Mass was up the hill 
from the old Ephraim Williams Place (now Bert Wells (1940) on a back road and burned down years ago. This is to go to Elvira E. 
Graham, Greenfield, Mass. It was made by her great, great grandfather Thayer's sister, her great, great Aunt / 1. Elvira Graham 
(Walters) / 2. Leon Graham / 3. Horace Graham / 5. Abijah Thayer. His sister Abigail Thayer, maker of this sampler. She is buried in 
the chuch yard at Buckland, Mass. / 1. Abijah Thayer / 2. Lavina T. Graham / 3. Horace Graham / 4. Leon Graham / 5. Elivra Graham 
Walters / 6. Kathy Jean Walters / Richard Graham Walters.' Abigail's brother, Abijah Thayer (1809-1891) married Rhonda Ballard 
Williams (1815-1890) in 1831 in Buckland, and they had 15 children, including Lavina Thayer (1836-1870). The sampler has six rows of 
the alphabet in capital, small and cursive letter and the numbers 1-0; two verses beside each other: 'Choose virtue in life's youthful 
hour / though error may contend / Confirm her relentless power / and heaven will be thy friend' and 'Time with kind and gentle sway 
/ Softens every passing sorrow / And though it steals one joy today / It add another on the morrow;' over four small stylized trees, 
each with a bird perched on top, large fruit basket and small flower pot; over a two-story white house with a hip roof flanked by stylized 
trees with two white and black birds perched at the top of one of the taller trees; and a four-sided border."

Abigail W. Thayer 
October 6, 1806 - August 2, 1826 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/22898710

Thayer, Abigail 
American (1806-1826) 
Sampler, 1818 
Textile: polychrome silk floss; unbleached plain weave linen 
United States; Massachusetts; Franklin County 
21 3/4" x 16 5/8" 
https://tinyurl.com/ycrf3vzp
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SAMPLER, BY ABIGAIL W. THAYER

Editor's Note:

Look carefully at the sampler 
(use the above link for an online 
look) and compare her 5s and 6s. 
Could her birthdate be October 
5th, 1805? Those look like 5s to 
me. What's more, Find A Grave 
lists Abigail's birthdate 
incorrectly as October 5th, 
1804. If a reader visits the 
Historic Deerfield Museum, 
please inspect this delicate 
sampler and report back!
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I wonder what my Thayer forbearers would have thought of having one of their American descendants back in what 
was once part of the British Isles. Would they muse, ‘Why did we sacrifice and risk peril for freedom in the New 
World?’ ‘What was the daft lass thinking, moving from a semi-tropical U.S. state back to a dreary, drizzly clime?’ At 
any rate, I’d like to think they wouldn’t be too disappointed and appreciate my unique perspective about our rich 
heritage. As some background, I was born and raised in Venice, Florida in 1958. My father, John ‘Jack’ Vance 
Denison, my Thayer link, was born and raised in Tucker/Preston County, West Virginia in 1898 (yes, for those doing 
the math, I was an offspring afterthought). After decimating the forests of Denmar, named for his family, he and his 
lumber company father, John Albertus Denison, upped sticks to Stevenson, Alabama before becoming some of the 
earlier residents of Gulf Coast Florida.  

My beautiful and much younger mother, Mary Ann Staats, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, earned her bachelor’s degree in 
English and worked as one of the Betty Crocker Company’s first door-to- door marketers in Chicago. As an avid 
reader who dreamt of exotic places, she was lured to Florida by a college sorority sister with a preschool teaching opportunity. She soon met my charmingly eccentric one-armed father 
(he had lost his right limb as young teen in sawmill accident) and the rest is my own family history. My father was exceedingly proud of his genealogy, often lecturing me on the Thayers. 
Dad was a frustrated military wannabe, having been a member of the World War II Florida Air Corps but unable to become a pilot due to his amputated arm. He was fond of droning on 
about the Civil War and formed a branch of the so-called Confederate States Air Force, sending out embossed certificates and brass CSA belt buckles to fellow Rebel members 
(apparently unbothered that his native West Virginia had not left the Union, and that there were no planes during the Civil War). At any rate, as a mortified teen of an older dad who flew 
Old Dixie in our front yard, I forgot much of what he told me, including about my Thayers. Dad’s obsession with our ancestors did eventually seep into my being via osmosis, and when I 
was in my early 20s, I made two extended trips to Ireland, where other family branches had originated. 

As a romantic with no real goals, I had it in my still-adolescent mind to live on the Emerald Isle. But it was the recessionary early ‘80s and there were no jobs for the natives, much less 
silly young Yanks. After my 3-month visa was up, I reluctantly returned to the U.S. to graduate college and aimlessly work as a tour guide in various museums, then as a medical secretary 
and newspaper reporter. Many moons later, after drifting from state to state, I met my Belfast-born husband Michael Bell, who was living in the west Georgia town of Tallapoosa, at an 
Atlanta concert of the prophetically named Irish retro soul band, The Commitments. We were married in 1997, at an old hand-hewn church in the Talladega National Forest, where we 
used to hike. Later, while living in Bainbridge in 2002, we were blessed with our daughter, Molly Marguerite (old family names, of course). My husband and I became older, eccentric 
parents (repeating history). In 2005 we decided to move to Ireland. Michael’s parents were becoming elderly, and we wanted to raise our child near his family. Both of my parents had 
passed away, and all of our closest friends were scattered throughout the U.S., so there was nothing to lose. My rather idealized dream of living on the ‘auld sod’ was finally coming true. 
We Bells decided to call County Sligo, in the northwest of the country, our new home. It was situated close enough to our Ulster kin, and also the most scenic place we’d ever seen with 
its stunning coastline, beaches, mountains, lakes and rivers. In 2006 we settled in Ballymote, famous for its Norman castle, South Sligo style of traditional Irish music and authentic 
pubs. I worked for a time as a community officer with the County Sligo Heritage and Genealogy Centre. It was about this time I became more obsessed with genealogy, intrigued by my 
Irish and Anglo roots, why and how my folk had immigrated to a new continent as early as the 1600s. I wanted my growing daughter to learn about and appreciate her American heritage, 
despite her bored exasperation (history yet repeating). I made certain our little unit still celebrated such American traditions as Thanksgiving, mindful to include the injustices inflicted 
upon Native Americans into the Mayflower story, although these solemn tellings sometimes deteriorated into melodramatic comedy. One year as I narrated at the table, Molly 
spontaneously acted out my father’s often-told family tale using a set of Publix pilgrim salt and pepper shakers and her own school art project Indian figurine. As the legend goes, young 
John Jones, connected to my father’s maternal Co. Wexford/West Virginia Leonards, escaped long- term capture in Sandusky, Ohio from a Wyandotte tribe c. 1780. The captors, who 
apparently looked after the children well enough, allowed them to skate for fun on frozen Lake Erie in the winter using blades of bone tied around their moccasins. But John, who 
missed his family terribly, planned a clever escape by first feigning poor skating by falling down a lot. So one day, amusing the Indians with his continued clumsiness, John finally 
whizzed away toward freedom in Detroit, leaving his sister behind (gentle reader, she was later reunited with her family; the remaining tomahawking Wyandottes did not fare as well 
when exiled to a reservation). 

Back to the 21st century in Sligo, I was editor and contributor of Hidden Histories: Political and Historical Perspectives of Sligo (Sligo LEADER Partnership Co. Ltd., 2013), part of a 
Peace III Reconciliation project with the European Union. As part of the project, I interviewed some old timers for oral histories that were transcribed. I was getting a bit long in the 
tooth myself and was more aware of how important it was to document and preserve my own folklore (whether fact or fiction), gather vital records and various documents, and 
photographs. My own genealogy file in a plastic folder had morphed into three large binders of carefully organized stuff. I started digitizing much of it and connected with distant 
cousins online, with whom we shared information and electronic friendship. This growing culmination of family ephemera eventually led me to becoming a proud Daughter of the 
American Revolution through my ancestor, Capt. Abel Thayer, in 2017. I’m sure my father would have been pleased as punch when I attended a London DAR Walter Hines branch 
event with other overseas patriots. A year after becoming a DAR, I’m continuing to learn more about the Thayer family and ‘meet’ new kin, joining the Thayer Families Association as 
the latest excitement. Further digging and connecting with more cousins brings me much joy. I look forward to learning more about my Curtis, Hayward, Hayden, Ames and Seeley 
branches. As someone with a liberal, pacifist bent (probably influenced by my mother’s Coleman Quaker DNA) and having grown up with a difficult father, discovering more 
about my family and our American history has been both engaging and therapeutic, as well as a tribute to my native country and parents. I’m not proud of all of our collective past, but I 
do appreciate the contributions of our ancestors, and hope we can all learn to build a brighter future for subsequent generations, never forgetting. Ending up across ‘the Pond’ while 
embracing my ancestry provides me a special outlook. My modern Irish-American/only- child teenager might resent being left one one day with a Southern-made cedar trunk brimming 
with notebooks and fading photographs. However, I like to think her having a slew of cousins, albeit distant, through the Thayer Families Association she can connect with later, if she 
develops the possibly inherited clan curiosity trait. Finally, since I’ve come nearly full circle to my roots, if any Thayers reading this missive enjoy travel, you are very welcome to come 
visit me in glorious Ireland. Perhaps we could also hop over to Gloucester, England, near Wales and the picturesque Cotswolds, to further explore our family origins in Thornbury. The 
‘old country’ can indeed be a tad damp – however, cemetery-hunting, church-visiting, pub-crawling and cousin-bonding should help keep us warm as we delve deeper into our 
interesting days of yore. 

Kate's Great-grandparents: William Smith Denison (1838-1903) m. Sophronia ‘Frona’ Silvester/Sylvester Mason (1836-1927) March 6, 1860. William Smith Denison was born in Monongalia Co. 
and died in Preston Co., W. Va.  

Sophronia was daughter of William Ferman Mason (1808-1882) and Jane Thayer (Dec 30, 1808-Feb 26, 1872), and her middle name was perhaps in tribute of her illustrious West Point Sylvanus 
Thayer patriot kin.   
Sophronia was born in Corinth, Garrett Co., Maryland and died in Elkins, Randolph Co., W. Va.  

William Ferman Mason’s middle name was probably to honor his maternal grandfather, Capt. William Foreman of the Hampshire County militia, who was ambushed by a group of Native Americans 
in 1777 in the ‘Narrows,’ south of Wheeling, Va. William F. Mason and Jane Thayer were married January 3, 1832 in Grafton, Taylor Co., W. Va. William and Jane are both buried at Mt. Zion,near 
Marquess, Preston Co., W. Va. 

Jane Thayer was on the Richard line:  Jane7, Stephen6,Abel5,Zachariah4, Nathaniel3, Richard2-1 
More about Capt. Abel Thayer here: https://thayerfamilies.org/upload/files/TFA_PDFs/Tricia12.2016.pdf

Ballymote Castle

A Thayer In IRELAND
By Kate Denison Bell



TFA Membership Form

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the 
amount times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues 
as indicated above. 
First member full name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Second family member full name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years desired:__________ x Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:___________________________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: _________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:______________________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:__________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________________________ 
Full Name(s) to appear on Mailings:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, _________________________________State:______________Country, ___________ZIP Code/Postal Code:________ 
Telephone number: (_________)_______________-__________________________ 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter preference: via Email (PDF format): __ _ _ _ _ _ _ via Snail Mail (booklet):_________ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If new member, how did you hear about TFA (include referring person if applicable): 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any special talents or interests that would benefit the TFA?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail this completed form, plus your check payable 
to Thayer Families Association at the following address: 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
c/o Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

Managing Your Preferences

We will include your information only with your consent. By checking boxes 
below, you are consenting to provide your contact information to other 
participating TFA Members: 

First and Last Name(s) 
Mailing Address 
Home Phone Number 
Mobile Phone Number 

Email Address 
No thanks, I do not wish to participate in a TFA Membership Directory 

* Note: if published online, the Membership Directory will be password-protected.

Please complete this form with information as you would like it to appear in the TFA Membership Directory, which will be published annually, 
and made available to participating TFA members.who have provided their information. This membership directory is strictly for use by TFA 
members for the purpose of contacting other members for socialization, for sharing of genealogical research and to establish closer family 
relationships with other Thayer families. This directory should not be shared or forwarded to any non member or be used to solicit business or 
personal fundraising.   

Indicate if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member, 
or Renewal Member, and enclose appropriate check or money order payable to the 
Association at the address on the bottom of this form.

We would like to provide the future opportunity for members to 
contact each other via a Membership Directory. This is to be a listing 
of all members of the Thayer Families Association, Inc,, aka TFA, (a 
Massachusetts corporation), made available only to participating 
individual TFA members, .and would be published on an annual 
basis.*This directory will not be shared by the TFA with other 
organizations. Member use is limited to contact for the purpose of 
genealogical questions or member socialization. You can select 
which information you wish displayed. Please note: you have the 
ability to change or update your information at any time via the 
TFA's website (www.thayerfamilies.org), by email to 
webmaster@thayerfamilies.org, or by snail mail to TFA, 1327 
Lavanham Court, Apopka, FL 32712-3069. For updates to take 
effect, please allow 24-48 hours for email confirmation, and 5-7 
business days for mailed confirmation.

From The Board of Directors
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY                                  
1327 Lavanham Court                                                
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069

For all general business with the TFA, please contact 
our TFA Secretary: 

Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 
Email: secretary@thayerfamilies.org 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write (and 
include an SASE for written reply): 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com 

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is 
the official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association, Inc. 
Article selection and editorial is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 
Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, Inc., and any further disbursing will be at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families 
Association, and/or the original author. 
Issues are mailed the first week of the month as follows: 
Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back 

issues are available from 1994 to present; some may be a 
photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
in electronic PDF format. Cost is $5.00 each for members, $10.00 each 
for nonmembers, checks only, payable to TFA. 
TFA, 1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be 
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email 
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email 
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and 
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. 
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. 
Now collecting your stories, photographs, recipes and treasured 
memories for our Autumn issue. Children encouraged to send their 
stories, projects and artwork! Deadline for submission to the Autumn 
Issue is July 31, 2018. Please send via email to the editor: 
editor@thayerfamilies.org

Contacting Your TFA

Join us on Facebook
Thayer Families Association


