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Long before the fabled 
Animal House food 
fight, there was the 
Eggnog Riot - a real 
event, and Sylvanus 
Thayer broke it up! 
How do you take your 
Egg Nog? At West 
Point, it remains non-
alcoholic to this day.
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December 26, 2019 

Thank you for your membership! Another year is coming to a close, and we hope you and your family will join us in 
2020 at the National Thayer Family Reunion. Please save the date and start making your plans now: June 25 - 28, 2020 
at the Embassy Suites by Hilton, Portland Washington Square. You have until May 25th to secure the special TFA rate. 
Reservations can be made 24/7 by calling (503) 644-4000 and requesting the Thayer Family Reunion rate. Please visit 
our website for updates: thayerfamilies.org. 

In TFA-ship, 

a letter from our tfa president 

James Loren Thayer, TFA President

Larissa Thayer Cullen 
TFA Editor

a note from the editor


I hope that everyone had a wonderful Christmas and 2019! 

I'm delighted to share the stories held in the pages of our last issue of the Thayer Quarterly, Volume 27. It's been exciting 
researching some of the various identities I've come across, whether during a road trip to Loudonville, Ohio, or surfing the web 
from the familiarity of home. We've read about artists, barbers, businessmen, doctors, farmers, judges, merchants, a hotel 
proprietor, soldiers, a Tory, and a train-dispatcher who was a pioneer in her career. What is more fascinating to me than all of 
these stories ? Hearing from YOU, and learning your stories, whether a current tidbit or mementos from your family's past. I look 
forward to more of the same in 2020, and wish everyone a very Happy New Year. 

   Cheers to the season!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eggnog_Riot

BENNY HAVENS, OH! 

Come fill your glasses, fellows, and stand up in a row. 

To singing sentimentally we’re going for to go; 

In the Army there’s sobriety, promotion’s very slow. 

So we’ll sing our reminiscences of Benny Havens, Oh! 

Chorus 

Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! 

We’ll sing our reminiscences of Benny Havens, Oh! 

To our kind old Alma Mater, our rockbound highland home, 

We’ll cast back many a fond regret as o’er life’s sea we roam; 

Until on our last battlefield the light of heaven shall glow. 

We’ll never fail to drink to her and Benny Havens, Oh! 

Chorus 

Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! 

We’ll sing our reminiscences of Benny Havens, Oh! 

May the army be augmented, promotion be less slow. 

May our country in the hour of need be ready for the foe; 

May we find a soldier’s resting place beneath a soldier’s blow, 

With room enough beside our graves for Benny Havens, Oh! 

Chorus 

Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! Oh! Benny Havens, Oh! 

We’ll sing our reminiscences of Benny Havens, Oh!

the eggnog riot!

https://www.westpointaog.org/file/PRAYERSANDSONGS.pdf

Robert Walter Weir  
Portrait of Sylvanus Thayer 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:SylvanusThayer.jpg
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Historian’s Report

Warm Christmas Greetings to all! 

It is with deep gratitude that I have been able to complete Volume IX of the “Comprehensive Genealogy” for those who have pre-ordered it for the Christmas 
gifting season.  Three miracles in one day preceded this event!  Work on Volume X (10) has already commenced, although there are problems with the size.  I 
was certain that it was going to be a smaller volume than the near 1,000 pages of the last six volumes – But, not so! I so enjoyed learning more about each of 
the Thayer families in all of the past volumes, and expect to be thrilled with learning more about those in this next one as well.  Also, Volume VII (7) was all 
sold out, but is now at the printers for a second printing!  Let me know if you have any questions. Here is a glimpse of what is contained in the 26 Addenda of 
Volume IX: 

Addendum A:  Thomas Thayer the Immigrant:  His immigration, Last Will and Testament and some additional info on his wife’s Wheeler family. 
Addendum B: Ferdinando Thayer: Story of life in Mendon, Massachusetts; Ferdinando’s wrestling with the Indians, their burning of his home 
during the King Philip’s War. Addendum C: Francis Samuel Thayer, American Merchant and Politician. Addendum D: Moses Allen Thayer, the 
Civil War soldier’s letter to home. Addendum E: Cephas Thayer and his “Medway Mill” in Medway, Massachusetts. Addendum F: Addison Parsons 
Thayer and the “Thayer Homeplace” in Medway, MA. Addendum G: Edward Thayer and Sons – Prominent Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
Manufacturers.Addendum H: Elmer Allen Thayer – Extraordinary Woonsocket, Rhode Island Grocer.Addendum I: Ellis Thayer and Philo Elisha 
Thayer – Brush makers of Pawtucket, RI. Addendum J: Brigadier General John Milton Thayer – American Soldier, Politician and Governor of 
Nebraska; with an impressive study of his work by historian Everett D. Brailey. Addendum K: Lieut. James Harvey Thayer – Union Civil War 
Soldier. Addendum L: Ralph Ernest Thayer – Hand-crafter of wooden goods. Addendum M:  Marjorie Anne Thayer AKA Olga DeNisto – “My 
Search for Me.” Addendum N: Baruch Thayer – Revolutionary War Soldier. Addendum O: Eli Thayer – Civil War Prisoner of War. Addendum P: 
Albert Augustus “Gus” Thayer and his Minnesota Thayer Hotel, including the story of his wife’s Civil War Folk Heroine ancestor: Barbara Fritchie 
and the poem about her written by John Greenleaf Whittier; and a wonderful poem about “Gus” by Edna Louise (Wilke) Thayer. Addendum Q: 
William Warner Thayer – Minnesota Farmer and Real Estate Businessman and his tragic death. Addendum R: Dr. James Earl Thayer and how he set 
the history Nebraska to Music. Addendum S: A story about “Grandpa” Charles Orton Thayer. Addendum T: Milton Bradley – “Let’s Play a Game.” 
Addendum U: Thomas Warren Thayer – Cazanovia, NY Sash and Door Manufacturer. Addendum V: Doctor Proctor Thayer – Physician and 
Surgeon.  (Read about how he got into – and out of - trouble for body snatching.)  You gotta love him! Addendum W: Adin Thayer and Son Charles 
Martin Thayer – Prominent Massachusetts Politicians. Addendum X: Frederick Thayer – Worcester, MA Fabric Manufacturer and Leading Citizen. 
Addendum Y: Charles Davis Thayer – Well-known New England Florist. Addendum Z: Eli Thayer – Educator, Legislator, Inventor, American 
Abolitionist and Organizer of the “Kansas Crusade.” An incredible surprise came in the mail last week in the form of a monitory gift from the 
Thayer Families Association!!  Thanks to these wonderful leaders, we will more easily be able to attend the upcoming 2020 National Thayer 
Family Reunion in Portland Oregon, June 25th – 28th.  Please plan to attend with us!  We want to meet you all!  Have a Happy and an 
especially HEALTHY New Year.  Patricia and Don Muno 

Volume IX Book Review: by Editor/Publisher Don Muno 
Forty-six years of research, and a year of intensive editing preceded Volume IX (9) of A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America.  
It is rare, to say the least, that any family in America or elsewhere can find a comprehensive family genealogy of excess of one or two volumes, tracing 
family and ancestors back for more than 500 years; except perhaps for “Royals,” whose ancestry with proven descendancy allows for proof of lineage 
establishing monarchal claims of leadership rights. Few family members can afford to spend a life of dedication to such a lofty goal, and, until 
Patricia’s generation, computers were not available to gather, sort and record the life histories and thousands of detailed records of dates and 
accompanied stories. Let me highlight for you a number of unique aspects of volume IX (9).  
For those of you who religiously order each volume as it has come off the press, you will be very excited and pleased as your copy arrives before 
Christmas. For all other Thayers, each “Comprehensive” volume adds pages of stories of the ancestors’ accomplishments and efforts to shape our 
American History.  Heroic actions which Thayers have taken that elevates their life’s achievements which can be shared by all those who also sign 
their name “THAYER,” or those who are simply exceedingly proud of their Thayer ancestry.  Of the fifteen major works authored by Patricia, Volume 
IX (9) has the largest number of Addenda preceding the cross referenced index of 77 pages. Volume IX (9) contains the information of 3,560 
individuals in over 1000 families. 
Three hundred and three contributors are listed in the Introduction, along with the 9 family representatives who assisted with compiling of 
information on their respective families. A scholarly work is often judged by its bibliography of which there are 11 pages referencing works which will 
lead the reader into depths of study to satisfy years of enjoyment.  Twenty-six Addenda profile outstanding Thayers who can be referenced back into 
the genealogies and show relationships. All of this is in addition to the copious notes with special information directly attached to those you are 
reading about.  This depth of credited research separates Patricia’s Thayer genealogies from other works.  – Donald Muno 

December 19 2019
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After speaking with Patricia. I wanted to share a story with all of you about my 
father, who served in the U.S. Navy from 1949 to 1961 as a Naval Pilot.  

On March 22, 1952, my father, Lt. John Howard Thayer, flew the AD-1 Skyraider 
for VF-194. He heard screams over the radio: "Help me, help me, I am blind, 
Help!" He looked around, and above was another Skyraider, heading straight up 
into a solid overcast. He gave the order to the other aircraft to rock its wings if it 
were in trouble, and sure enough it did. The other AD-1 Skyraider had a anti-
aircraft shell explode in the cockpit,severely injuring its pilot, Ens. Kenneth 
Schechter (1930-2013), blinding him with his own blood. The cockpit's canopy 
had been blown away as well. For the next forty-five minutes, Dad guided Ken, by 
means of the radio, which still worked, to emergency-land, belly up, at an 
abandoned airfield called Jersey Bounce. Meanwhile, the carrier USS Valley Forge 
had picked up transmission between the two pilots, and senior pilots were there to 
greet my Dad upon his return to the carrier. There was an article written by 
Commander Harry Burns in the November 29, 1952 issue of the Saturday Evening 
Post called The Case of The Blind Pilot, and in 1954, MGM made a movie called 
Men of the Fighting Lady, with Van Johnson playing the role of my father. 

 In June 1953, Dad was flying an F9F Panther jet for VF-52 from the aircraft carrier 
USS Boxer, when another pilot was severely wounded in the legs over North 
Korea. This time, he used hand signals to guide the stricken pilot to an emergency 
landing in South Korea. 

On Jan 7th, 1961, now a Lieutenant Commander (LCDR), my Dad was attached to 
VA-86 onboard the aircraft carrier USS Independence. A call came that the 
Commanding Officer of his squadron's A-4 Skyhawk had a massive electrical failure over the Italian Coast of the Mediterranean sea, and 
was unable to return to the carrier. Dad found and guided the CO's aircraft back to the carrier. With the carrier in sight, his CO's jet 
inexplicably crashed. Meanwhile, my Dad was coming around to make his landing and disappeared as well. The next morning, the only 
apparent remains of Dad's jet was its fuel tank. 

In May 2009, Dad was posthumously awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for saving Ens. Kenneth Schechter's  life 57 years earlier. 
Ken was present at the ceremony. 

I also served in the Navy from 1989-2008 as a Grape or aircraft refueler, and I am now retired, having finished what my Dad wanted to 
do. RIP LCDR John Howard Thayer ,your son has completed your watch. Love you Dad. 

reetings, fellow Thayers, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Men_of_the_Fighting_Lady

links for further study

https://tinyurl.com/w8cpusf

https://tinyurl.com/w94huga

Navy Hero, LCDR John Howard Thayer 
by robert l. thayer
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From History of the Bench and Bar of Oregon:


WILLIAM WALLACE THAYER. William Wallace Thayer was born upon a farm 
near Lima, Livingstone County, in the State of New York, July 15, 1827. His father 
was a farmer, having migrated from Rhode Island to Western New York while that 
country was a wilderness. The subject of this sketch was reared upon the farm and 
obtained his school education at a country common school. Begun reading law in 
1849 and was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of the State of New York at 
the city of Rochester in that state, in March, 1851. Located at Buffalo soon after his 
admission to the bar and associated himself in the practice of the law, with an elder 
brother, E. Thayer, who was then practicing law at that place; but after remaining 
at Buffalo a few months he went to Tonawanda, a town upon the Niagara River, 
about half way between Buffalo and Niagara Falls, and there opened an office. He 
remained in Tonawanda ten years, married his wife there — Samantha [SIC] 
Vincent — but went back to Buffalo in 1861, and again associated himself with his 
brother, E. Thayer, in the law practice. In 1863, however, at the instance of another 
brother, A. J. Thayer, he migrated to Oregon. He crossed the plains in coming to 
Oregon by the former mode of travel; arrived at Corvallis, Benton County, 
September 13, 1862, where A.J.Thayer resided and was engaged in a mixed 
business of farming and practicing law. He remained with his brother at Corvallis 
until the summer of 1863, when he went to Lewiston. then Idaho Territory. He 
remained at Lewiston until the summer of 1867. when he again migrated to 
Portland, Oregon. Mr. Thayer was elected to the office of District Attorney for 
the Third Judicial District, Idaho Territory, in the summer of 1866. and in the, fall 
of the same year was elected a member of the House of Rep representatives of that territory, and served a term of sixty days in that 
body at Boise. His coming to Portland in 1867, was in con sequence of the ill health of his son, Claude Thayer, who required more 
skillful medical treatment than a frontier town afforded. In 1878, Mr. Thayer was elected Governor of the State of Oregon and 
served a term of four years, and in 1884 was elected a Judge of the Supreme Court and served a term of six years in that office, two 
years of which time under the constitution, he was Chief Justice. 

william wallAce thayer,

oregon's 6th governor

https://digitalcollections.ohs.org/thayer-governor-william-wallace

From W.W. Thayer's 2X Great Grandson,  

Steve Tenhonen: 
I’m interested opening a public dialogue regarding the execution of the Native 
American’s (referred to in Governor Thayer’s letter to the Oregon 
National Guard). I feel it’s important to be open about this issue. My 
Great, Great Grandfather is buried in Lone Fir cemetery with a 
headstone that list only his dates. I’ve been in touch with the Cemetery 
regarding the possibility of placing a beautiful plaque at the base of the 
graves, to reflect William and Semantha’s contributions to the 
development of Oregon’s political landscape. It would be neat to have an 
unveiling ceremony during our 2020 National Thayer Family Reunion. 
Cemetery management is very supportive of my idea. I would also like to 
reach out the local Northwest Tribesman, to extend an olive branch and issue 
an official apology to those tribes during an unveiling of Governor Thayer’s 
new grave marker. I’m a lifelong Oregonian who grew up in Portland. I have a 
background in premonitions, and feel this could touch a lot of lives in a 
meaningful way while still honoring our Thayer family.  
I’m very grateful for time and help.

https://tinyurl.com/rl62jdu

https://tinyurl.com/veocgnu

https://tinyurl.com/uz26gkq

William Wallace8  (Gideon7-6 , Thomas5-2 , Ferdinando1 )Thayer
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trading places
Zabdiel Thayer 
b. December 31, 1783, Braintree, MA 
d. March 26, 1845, Cincinnati, OH 
married Abigail Curtis on July 2, 1809 in Braintree, Norfolk, MA 
Abigail born July 11, 1792 in Braintree, MA, died February 15, 1882 in Xenia, OH 
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LHB5-GNH/abigail-curtis-1792-1882

...And you thought zabdiel was an unusual name? 
 He can also be found erroneously as "Zabdill," "Zebedee," or "Zabdad."

THE ENIGMATIC world OF ZABDIEL THAYER

D
ie

d
 M

a
r

c
h

 2
6

Li
v

in
g

 i
n

 B
r

o
n

x
, N

Y

Li
v

in
g

 i
n

 

C

in
c

in
n

a
ti

, O
H

Fo
u

n
d

in
g

 m
em

be
r



Fi
r

st
 B

a
n

k
 o

f 
M

o
n

tr
ea

l

In 1842, Zabdiel Thayer had two Tobacconist 

storefronts in Downtown Cincinnati; Elm between 3rd 

and 4th Streets, and Main between Front and 2nd 

Streets. Their streetscapes similar that of this 

postcard, in vicinity.

Editor's Note: Zabdiel is resting in 

Wesleyan Cemetery, formerly Cumminsville 

Cemetery, in the Northside neighborhood of 

Cincinnati. It is known as the first cemetery to be 

integrated. Many abolitionists are buried there, and 

the cemetery was an important part of the history of 

the Underground Railroad. Upon a recent visit I 

learned that his gravestone and those of a Thayer 

plot are missing. I hope to learn more, and to 

share findings with all of you.http://www.cincinnativiews.net/downtown_streets.htm
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The war of 1812 seemed to meet with little 
favor with the inhabitants of the town. 

It was looked upon as an attempt on the part of the government to secure the conquest of Canada. In 
Williamsburg and in Hampshire County there were many families who had near relatives in Canada. 
There were the Nashes, the Bangses, the Hubbards, the Pomeroys and the Hydes, living in Stanstead, 
all from Williamsburg. The Thayers had relatives at Montreal.  

The New England people were given to commerce, and they 
continued to trade with England during the war. Dry goods were 
brought into Williamsburg from Montreal and Quebec, in 1815, through the northern part of Vermont, packed on horses. 
Steel for the ax trade, came from Montreal to Williamsburg. We saw goods laid down on the counters in the stores in 
Williamsburg, in 1814,’15 and ’16, directly from the factories of Leeds and Manchester, brought into Boston, Salem and 
Newport, under Danish and Prussian colors. Indeed, many merchants had a young clerk or partner in England buying goods 
during the whole war of two years and six months, to supply the New England markets. Stock was driven from Connecticut 
River, Vermont, and New Hampshire, to supply the demand for beef in Canada.  

The General Government had become peculiarly obnoxious to the New England people 
and sentiment, by their non-intercourse and embargo laws, first passed under the 
administration of Thomas Jefferson and continued by Mr. Madison.


https://www.meekins-library.org/ckfinder/userfiles/files/Historical_Sketch_of_Haydenville %26_Williamsburg_by_Gere.pdf

it was a straight trade shot to stanstead, 

through the heart of new england

the TRADING PLACES TIMELINE,  

YOUR RESOURCE KEY:

See Page 126:


https://tinyurl.com/sgjzb4m

See Page 265:


https://tinyurl.com/vctk38f

http://morgan.mwa.org/ohionames/results.php

https://tinyurl.com/vy9ovbb

https://tinyurl.com/tx4azl4

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/31026478

https://tinyurl.com/uqlhstv
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Zabdiel was likely named after his uncle, 

the Reverend Zabdiel Adams, cousin of our 

second President, John Adams.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki Zabdiel_Adams
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conch shell blower, lieutenant, and miller - 
sundry titles known to Joshua thayer 

At a meeting held May 13, 1771, it was voted to raise £20 for preaching, before the 
next March meeting. Other votes were passed at this meeting, giving " the 
proprietors of the school house" two-thirds of the cost of building it, deciding to 
repair it so that it might serve as a place for public worship, and providing a conch 
shell, and a salary of 15 shillings to Lieut. Joshua Thayer for blowing it to call 
the people together, and for keeping the school house in order. This shell is still 
preserved as a precious memorial of the past.

Williamsburg conch shell, c. 1771
Meekins Library, Williamsburg, Mass., 

Local History Objects Collection
REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION 

https://tinyurl.com/wzxa5qr

A grist-mill—the first and only one ever in operation in Haydenville—was 
erected about 1800, by Lieut. Joshua Thayer, and stood near the old 
Cornelius Tileston place. Lieut. Thayer was employed by the town to 
blow the conch-shell for notifying the people of the time for attending 
church services. Soon after this mill was in operation, a freshet swept 
away the dam and turned the mill partly over. The current of the river was 
turned into the highway, and completely took possession of it as far down 
as the dugway hill; a large hole was made in the road in front of the mill, 
and the public travel was compelled to pass around it for several years. 
The hole was finally filled so as to be possible for teams, but it can now be 
distinguished. The highway along the river at this point, in consequence 
of its having been frequently washed in times of high water, is several feet 
lower than the adjacent land. The dam was never rebuilt, and all vestiges 
of the mill have been swept away.

TO HEAR an example of HOW THIS 
BEAUTIFUL SHELL WOULD HAVE 
SOUNDED, CLICK OR VISIT THIS LINK:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Conch_shell.ogg

Joshua was just 29 years old when  
elected by the town of haydenville.

another call - the lexington alarm! he put 
down the conch shell, and picked up the musket, 

to repel the british on their return to Boston 
along the Concord-Lexington RoaD.

Joshua6 (Zachariah5, Nathaniel4, 
Richard3-1)Thayer

https://tinyurl.com/s8qd9bn
https://tinyurl.com/qtmx95r

Joshua Thayer, 1742 -1822, turned out at the Lexington Alarm in a 
detachment of minute men under Col. Abiel [SIC] Fellows and, 1777, 
was sergeant in Colonel May's regiment. He was born in Braintree, 
died in Williamsburg, Mass.

Editor's Note:  
I am also on the Richard line. Joshua's 

father Zachariah was my 6x Great Uncle. 
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In Memoriam Roger's lineage, from Patricia:  
Roger Eugene (Paul Edward, John Binghan, William Henry, John 
McBride, Richard) THAYER and Elizabeth SINCEBAUGH.

Her Lineage: Samantha14 (Rodney Lee13, Richard Dean12, Ira Noble11, Cyrus Thurman10, Ira Nahum9, Cyrus8, Nahum Pond7, 
Jarvis6, Silas5, John4, Isaac3, Ferdinando2, Thomas1) THAYER (U.S. citizen) and Soontaree (LARDLAI) THAYER (Thai 
citizen). 

After I retired from the Navy in 2005, Soontaree and I divorced, which was under friendly terms and no hardships between us. 
Soontaree returned to Thailand, Samantha finished school in the United States, and I  moved to Thailand. 

Samantha visits her mom at least yearly. One day, Sam mentioned the hassle of getting a tourist visa for each visit. I talked to a friend of 
mine, a dual citizen, US-Thai, and he explained the steps to take for the child of a Thai national who was born in the US. When 
Samantha was born, her mom and I did not give dual citizenship any thought, a mistake on our part. After a few emails with Samantha, I 
had the timeframe she would be visiting her mom, so I invited her to fly down to another province to see me and meet my wife and her 
step sister, both of whom she has never met. Samantha readily agreed and a timeframe was setup, February 2019. After Samantha 
arrived in Thailand to see her mom, they set out to start the citizenship process.. Bangkok is a very large city; Government offices and 
the US Embassy are far apart. After a few days, all the paperwork was finished. The last office would call her to visit a local amphur to 
get her National ID card, physical proof she is a Thai citizen. As luck would have it, their call came the day before she was due to fly to 
another province to see me. She postponed, saying her ID card can wait, she is going to visit me instead. The office said no worries, 
come by the office anytime.  

After Samantha’s visit, she returned to her mom’s town and called the government office again, telling them she needs to delay her ID 
card again, and once again, the office told her no worries, she can go there anytime. Sammy flew back to the US. Sammy returned to 
Thailand in April 2019 for Songkran (Thai New Year, one of three New Year parties each year). After getting settled at her mom’s 
place, she went to the amphur (court house) and received her National ID card, then went to the passport office and applied for her Thai 
passport and received that after a week or so. Since Samantha arrived with a US passport in April, she had to leave with that passport, however, she flew back to 
Thailand in September to provide care for her mom. She will be in Thailand for 6 months. When she arrived in Thailand, she used her Thai passport and was done with 
immigration in less than a minute. And no paperwork or visas. So there you have it: a Thayer that has dual nationality, US and Thai.

L e f t t o r i g h t : A m p a i r 
J u l a b o o n y a s i t , R r a y a d a 
(Lerthhongkham) Thayer (mother 
of Ampair), Rodney Lee Thayer, 
Samantha Julee Thayer.

by rodney lee thayer, former t.q. editor
Samantha Julee Thayer – daughter & Dual Citizen

9

Roger Eugene Thayer was born November, 29,1926 in Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York, first son of Paul Edward Thayer who 
founded the Thayer Radio Co. and Veda Mary Zellar Thayer, organist for State Street Methodist Church. He graduated from Ithaca 
High School (IHS) in 1944, enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps as an air cadet, trained as a radar technician in Lowry Field in Denver, 
and was honorably discharged in 1945 to pursue his college education at Cornell University, where he graduated with a degree in 
Electrical Engineering in 1949. Roger went on to get a Masters of E.E. at Cornell in 1951 publishing "Radar Echoes from the Aurora 
Borealis." He worked for The General Electric Co. summers from 1948. He married Jane Hillis of New York City in June 1951, She was 
also a student at Cornell. They moved to Washington, DC after she graduated in 1952 and Roger took a job with the, then secret, 
National Security Agency (NSA) where he developed radio intercept equipment. 

Roger got an NSA Fellowship in 1955 to attend Harvard University where he received a Masters in Applied Physics, specializing in radio antenna theory and radio propagation. 
In 1957 NSA sent him to Japan to head their laboratory in Tokyo responsible for, among other work, Soviet radio intercepts, including those from the First Man-made earth 
satellite Sputnik; it inspired the remainder of his career, conceiving, promoting, and developing U.S. electronic spy satellites. In 1963 they detached him to the, then also 
secret, National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) in the Pentagon where he was responsible for their Radar and Communications Intercept Satellites, for which he was recently 
honored with a Certificate of Recognition and included on a DVD of the declassified POPPY Program operated for the NRO by the U.S. Navy Naval Research Laboratory to 
intercept and locate foreign RADARs. In 1973 he was sent to work with the CIA on other secret signals intelligence projects. He retired from NSA in 1986.  

In 1989 he was called back to help write a history of SIGINT Satellite projects developed prior to 1975. In 2005 one of those book chapters, "POPPY", was declassified and its 
general description is on the Internet, (see NRO history). Since 1989 Roger volunteered for Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, whose National Headquarters and Library is 
in Princeton, NJ. At the time, he recorded portions of mainly electronics and other technical textbooks in the Washington, DC Studio. Since moving to Martha's Vineyard in 
1995, he was loaned recording equipment to continue work from his home in Sengekontacket. He amassed a record of over 6,100 hours of volunteer recording, more than 
anyone to date for the Washington Studio, completing over 48 books in their entirety such as Weinberg's "Discovery of Atomic Particles", Kaplans' "The Art of the 
Infinite", Boone's "A Brief History of Cryptology", and Worldwatch Institute's "State of the World", and several hundred books of which he recorded parts/ chapters. 
Roger began singing as a kindergartner in Ithaca, sang in the Episcopal Boys Choir, Boynton Jr. High Chorus, then, as a tenor, in the Ithaca High School (IHS) Men's Glee 
Club, serving as President in 1944; he also was President of the Cornell Men's Glee Club in 1949, sang in Church Choirs in Ithaca, Virginia, Maryland and Martha's Vineyard. 
He was a member of the semiprofessional Paul Hill Chorale in Washington, DC singing over 100 concerts in the Kennedy Center Concert Hall, including at its opening in 
1971. On Martha's Vineyard he has sung with The Island Community Chorus since 1996 and The NAACP Spirituals Choir in 2006, then becoming The Jim Thomas 
Slavesongs Choir from 2007. He played Tenor Sax in the Ithaca HS Marching Band and the Cornell Big Red Band. He played bassoon in the Jr. High Orchestra and Bass Viol 
in the IHS Orchestra. In 1998, after moving permanently to The Vineyard from Potomac, MD, he became Secretary of the Sengekontacket Community to which he and Jane 
belonged since 1990. 

Roger was a member of Unitarian Churches in Ithaca, NY, Arlington, VA, Silver Spring, and Potomac, MD, and a "Friend" of Martha's Vineyard's Unitarian Universalist 
Society, and sang in several UU choirs. Recent work with the UUSMV included working for Peace. 

He was predeceased by Jane on October  11,2016, his wife of 65 years, who inspired him in his writing and peace efforts; and by their daughter, Peggy on January 5,2010. He is 
survived by their son, David and his partner, Diane Witteveld; their daughter Cyndy and her partner, Evelyn Mathis – who devoted her time these last 2 years caring for him; 
their grandson, David and his wife Julie; his daughter-in-law, Sandy Raymond, Peggy’s widow; his brother, Larry and wife Alice; and numerous other cousins, nephews and 
nieces. 

His memorial service will be held at a later date. Donations in his memory may be made to Hospice of MV, PO Box 1478, Vineyard Haven, MA 02557 or to Elder Services of 
Cape Cod and the Islands, 68 Route 134, S. Dennis, MA 02660. Arrangements are under the care of the Chapman, Cole and Gleason Funeral Home, Edgartown Road, Oak 
Bluffs. Visit www.ccgfuneralhome.com for online guest book and information.
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TFA Membership Form

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the 
amount times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues 
as indicated above. 
First member full name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Second family member full name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years desired:__________ x Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:___________________________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: _________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:______________________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:__________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________________________ 
Full Name(s) to appear on Mailings:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, _________________________________State:______________Country, ___________ZIP Code/Postal Code:________ 
Telephone number: (_________)_______________-__________________________ 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter preference: via Email (PDF format): __ _ _ _ _ _ _ via Snail Mail (booklet):_________ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If new member, how did you hear about TFA (include referring person if applicable): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any special talents or interests that would benefit the TFA?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail this completed form, plus your check payable 
to Thayer Families Association at the following address: 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
c/o Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

Managing Your Preferences

We will include your information only with your consent. By checking boxes 
below, you are consenting to provide your contact information to other 
participating TFA Members: 

First and Last Name(s) 
Mailing Address 

Home Phone Number 
Mobile Phone Number 
Email Address 
No thanks, I do not wish to participate in a TFA Membership Directory 

* Note: if published online, the Membership Directory will be password-protected.

Please complete this form with information as you would like it to appear in the TFA Membership Directory, which will be published annually, 
and made available to participating TFA members.who have provided their information. This membership directory is strictly for use by TFA 
members for the purpose of contacting other members for socialization, for sharing of genealogical research and to establish closer family 
relationships with other Thayer families. This directory should not be shared or forwarded to any non member or be used to solicit business or 
personal fundraising.   

Indicate if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member, 
or Renewal Member, and enclose appropriate check or money order payable to the 
Association at the address on the bottom of this form.

We would like to provide the future opportunity for members to 
contact each other via a Membership Directory. This is to be a listing 
of all members of the Thayer Families Association, Inc,, aka TFA, (a 
Massachusetts corporation), made available only to participating 
individual TFA members, .and would be published on an annual 
basis.*This directory will not be shared by the TFA with other 
organizations. Member use is limited to contact for the purpose of 
genealogical questions or member socialization. You can select 
which information you wish displayed. Please note: you have the 
ability to change or update your information at any time via the 
TFA's website (www.thayerfamil ies.org), by email to 
webmaster@thayerfamilies.org, or by snail mail to TFA, 1327 
Lavanham Court, Apopka, FL 32712-3069. For updates to take 
effect, please allow 24-48 hours for email confirmation, and 5-7 
business days for mailed confirmation.

From The Board of Directors
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY                                  
1327 Lavanham Court                                                
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069

For all general business with the TFA, please contact 
our TFA Secretary: 

Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 
Email: secretary@thayerfamilies.org 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write (and 
include an SASE for written reply): 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com 

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is 
the official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association, Inc. 
Article selection and editorial is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 
Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, Inc., and any further disbursing will be at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families 
Association, and/or the original author. 
Issues are mailed the first week of the month as follows: 
Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back 

issues are available from 1994 to present; some may be a 
photocopy (Spring 2000 to present is available 
in electronic PDF format. Cost is $5.00 each for members, $10.00 each 
for nonmembers, checks only, payable to TFA. 
TFA, 1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be 
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email 
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email 
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and 
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. 
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. 
Now collecting your stories, photographs, recipes and treasured 
memories for our Spring issue. Children encouraged to send their 
stories, projects and artwork! Deadline for submission to the Spring 
Issue is February 28, 2020. Please send via email to the editor: 
editor@thayerfamilies.org

Contacting Your TFA

Join us on Facebook
Thayer Families Association


