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June  23, 2020 

I hope that everyone has fared well during these past few months and not gotten sick or worse. I see a slow return to 
normalcy here as a restaurant permitted inside seating for us on Father's Day.  

I have printed the brochures and ballots. I am now in the process of stuffing envelopes and will soon send to 
everyone whose membership is current. Please mark your ballot and return it in the enclosed envelope as soon as 
possible. As a reminder, the Bylaws Revision in the Spring 2020 Thayer Quarterly is among the ballot items. Additional 
items are the members' election to the Board of Directors & Nominating Committee and suggestions for a 2022 
Reunion location.  

I suggest we hold an online General Membership meeting on July 31, 2020, at 7:00 PM Eastern Daylight Time. We 
will record and make it available on our website in the Members Only area for those unable to attend.  

Until next time, stay healthy and enjoy your family members as we proceed through this trial.  

In TFA-ship,

a letter from our tfa president 

James Loren Thayer, TFA President

Larissa Thayer Cullen 
TFA Editor

a note from the editor 

Midway through 2020, I am taking a much-needed break with my family. On our way to the beach, we stopped in Chattanooga, TN 
and my son Niall and I took some time to explore Chickamauga battlefield, the first visit for both of us. My father visited some 10 or 
so years before, and was fascinated to learn the details of our ancestor, Eli Thayer, a direct relative.  

I took many photos at "Tour Stop 8," knowing that was where General George H. Thomas fought, the namesake of the city I live 
in (Fort Thomas). Little did I realize that this was also the general area where Eli fell during battle and was taken prisoner while 
unconscious.  

The sun was setting, and the mist rising from the fields was ethereal. We took a few quick photos before the park closed that night, 
and came back the next morning to explore some more, before moving along to our beach destination. Niall and I decided that the 
next time we visit, it will be for a week or more to walk the various trails, dotted with innumerable monuments to the great battle. 
What also makes these monuments fascinating is that their placement was directed by veterans of the battle, for them many years 
later, in 1890. 

I hope all of you are well, and will enjoy reading this latest issue. 

Cheers to the season, 
ON THE COVER 

Sunset on Horseshoe Ridge 
Chickamauga and Chattanooga National Military Park 

Photo taken by Larissa Thayer Cullen, Friday, June 19,2020 in the general area where  
Pvt. Eli Thayer was wounded and taken prisoner. Eli was Larissa's second cousin, 4x removed.

From Diana Dretske, Curator and Lake County Historian 
Bess Bower Dunn Museum of Lake County: 
"Eli Thayer is mentioned in my forthcoming book on the 96th Illinois, to be published by 
SIU Press in April 2021:  The Bonds of War: A Story of Immigrants and Esprit de Corps 
in Company C, 96th Illinois Volunteer Infantry."
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Historian’s Report
June 11, 2020
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- Patricia

Long ago and far away, doing genealogical research on our Thayer family required traveling to distant lands - from our 
then home in NW Oregon - to Salt Lake City, Utah. It required spending untold hours in the Family History Library, 
traversing back and forth, over and over again, from the microfilm reader to the countless file cabinets filled with 
thousands  of rolls  of microfilm . This  would  require  a period  of at least  a week  or two , as many  times  a year  as was 
affordable. 

Fast forward  to the future, everything  – well, ALMOST  everything , is now available  right in the comfort  of our own 
home offices! It is because of this vast amount of now-easily accessible wealth of immediate genealogical information that 
I spent  considerable  extra  effort  updating  my Thayer  data that had been gleaned  over the past 47 years. Readers  of the 
forthcoming  “Volume  X” of A Comprehensive  Genealogy  of the Thayer  Family  of America  will  find it to be the most 
correct  and complete  volume yet. As soon as we picked up Volume IX (9) from the bindery in December , I immediately 
commenced  work  of Volume  X (10), and I have  been  working  around  the clock  on that  one ever  since . It was  a great 
surprise  to me that Shadrach  Thayer  (son of the Immigrant  Thomas  Thayer ) had such a vast family  of descendants . He 
almost rivals those of his older brother, Ferdinando , who, with six sons producing  issue, created the greatest number of 
Thayer descendants! Shadrach, on the other hand, had only three sons who produced issue, namely: Samuel, Ephraim and 
William. In this latest volume, I made a great extra effort to search out the PARENTS of the SPOUSES of Thayers - both 
the husbands  and the wives  of Thayer ’s who had married . I have  just  finished  that  massive  project , and am now in the 
process  of computerizing  this information  for inclusion  in the book. It has taken  me over 5 months  of almost  constant 
work in verifying  every name, date and place for every individual  and every event in what I had supposed  would become 
Volume  X. I had no idea until  I got into work on this volume  that Shadrach  Thayer  had so very many descendants . The 
problem with this is: it is becoming evident that I may need to split Volume X into two volumes: becoming Volume X (10) 
AND Volume XI (11). The only alternative would be to make the font size much smaller than the usual 12pt, which would 
be much  more  difficult  for our senior  family  members  to read. Not unlike  the descendants  of the Immigrant  Richard  (
brother  of the immigrant  Thomas  Thayer ), a great  many  of the descendants  of Shadrach  intermarried  with  their  own 
Thayer cousins. This presents a problem in that my books follow the male line of descent only, and it is ever so easy to get 
off on the wrong line and follow the descendants of the females! In accomplishing the verification task, I worked primarily 
on FamilySearch  in the process  of verifying  my own records , and at the same time making  thousands  of corrections  in 
FamilySearch . This  process  was  very  tedious , but  was  worth  it to have  the  information  there  for  others  to see  in its 
corrected form. Ancestry and Find A Grave also became indispensable tools. 

Additionally, in making these corrections, it became necessary to merge thousands of duplicated individuals. It seems 
like almost everyone in FamilySearch had at least one, and sometimes as many as 4 or 5 duplicates!! This was quite 
exhaustive work for the last five plus months. The book bindery can only accommodate binding so many pages, and when 
it is much over 1,000 pages, there is a risk of breaking their very expensive machines! Most of my volumes have been 
around 1,000 pages, or slightly over.

  
Concerning the cancelled 2020 Bi-annual National Thayer Family Reunion, we are very saddened that we are not all 

going to be able to get together this summer. Darned old Coronavirus anyway! I know that our Reunion planning team 
had some very exciting things lined up for us for our gathering, and now we all will miss out on the fun and friend-shipping 
– at least until 2022. “Hang in there” – better times are a-coming!!Putting things into perspective, it was probably the 
best decision to cancel our gathering, in- as-much as your trusty historian/genealogist is most certainly a HUGGER , and 
social distancing would have been very difficult for me! 

 

Until we meet again, please keep safe and stay well!
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Eli Thayer . - Age 24 ; born December 12, 1838 in Millburn, Lake County , Ill.; farmer; enlisted from Avon; at the battle of Chickamauga was one 
of the foremost men in the charge, and was struck down by a bullet which , however, merely inflicted a scalp wound , and left him unconscious 
for a few moments; meanwhile the lines had shifted, and he was a prisoner; he endured a long confinement in the different prisons , including 
Andersonville and Florence,* and died while a prisoner of war on February 24, 1865, and is buried as an unknown at the Florence National 
Cemetery, Florence SC (see Corp. Lewin's narrative, next page).  
https://tinyurl.com/ydfv28ed

Part I: A Brave and True Soldier - Private Eli Thayer
Illinois 96th Regiment Volunteer Infantry, Company D

From Henry M. Williams' Narrative:** 
"I was captured near Atlanta, Ga, August 2 , 1864 , while out with some comrades after corn . A party of mounted infantry having surrounded us , 
we had no alternative but to surrender. Our feelings can be better imagined than described. After being kept in Atlanta two or three days, we 
were packed in a freight car like sardines in a box , and after a ride of nearly two days were turned into Andersonville, tired, hungry, discouraged 
and homesick . The first acquaintance found was Sergeant Devlin, and the next was Eli Thayer, both of my own Company . It took some of 
the sharp edge off to meet friends , even amid such gloomy surroundings . Time wore on, with all its want and privation . On the arrival of 
election day, in November , we went through the form of an election, and I voted for Abraham Lincoln and the party that saved the Union, as did 
nearly all. This brought upon us the penalty of starvation, for our rations were reduced as a punishment, and we were given but a meagre 
allowance of corn meal, ground cob and all, for the ensuing three days. The horrors of Andersonville no tongue can tell and no pen can portray. 
One after another the men were shot down on the most trifling pretext , or died from want and

**https://tinyurl.com/ycwdgdzo

Eli (Gideon Stetson8, John7, Reuben6, Hezekiah5-4, Nathaniel3, Richard 2-1) THAYER

His grandfather John migrated to the area with his family from Belchertown, MA in 1837. He married: Susanna B. Chope on March  12 or 20, 
1861. He had one child, son Henry Gideon Thayer, born in 1862 and whom it seems he never had the chance to meet. He was a farmer, 
presumably on the Thayer Farm owned lastly by his uncle, William Emerson Thayer (the land now part of Lindenhurst, IL) .

The notorious stockade at Andersonville (a.k.a. Camp Sumter)  
https://tinyurl.com/y77lxnas

His wife Susanna. She married  
William Roselle Wallis in 1867 
(Photo from Ancestry.com) 
https://tinyurl.com/ybd7akkf

continued, next page

*Page 757: He was first taken to Richmond (Libby Prison), before Andersonville.

Chickamauga: Late on the morning of Sunday, September 20th, General Rosecrans was misinformed that he had a gap in his line. 
Moving units to fill the supposed gap, Rosecrans inadvertently created an actual gap. The breach was exploited with deadly force by 
Confederate Lt. Gen. James Longstreet's corps. Longstreet's attack confused the Union ranks and drove one-third of the Union 
army, including Rosecrans himself, from the field. Major General George H. Thomas took over command, and Union units, 
including the 96th Illinois, created a defensive line on Horseshoe Ridge and Snodgrass Hill. The Confederates repeatedly 
assaulted the Federals, but the Union lines held. Thomas was thereafter known as the "Rock of Chickamauga."
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For further reading: https://tinyurl.com/y9lst74u and https://tinyurl.com/yb39tj7z

Some additional timeline clues from Corp. Lewin:   
https://tinyurl.com/y7e5ulh2
"By February 1865, Lewin was in a very low state with 'swamp fever.' Fortunately, he and his comrades were paroled from 
Florence on February 28th. They boarded a freight train and were met near Wilmington, North Carolina by General Schofield. 
The army had a celebration planned for the men--a band played popular tunes, and fellow Union soldiers held signs: 'Thrice 
welcome, comrades,' and 'Home again.' 'We were overjoyed to be... under the folds of the dear old flag.' The former prisoners-of-
war received clothing, food and two months' pay." Lewin mustered out in Springfield, Illinois on May 24, 1865.

Every day, the men would be marched across the bridge (fig 7 on diagram) to be counted.
https://tinyurl.com/y93epxhs

Battle-torn flag of the  
96th Illinois Infantry Regiment 

https://tinyurl.com/yawrv83h

exposure, while those who escaped suffered a thousand deaths. After five months of misery, we were taken to Charleston by rail, and 
placed for a short time in the old fairgrounds. Then we were taken to Savannah and imprisoned for three weeks , when I was so fortunate as 
to be paroled and sent by steamer to Annapolis , Md. I was at that place three weeks , and sent thence to Columbus, Ohio. My average 
weight was about 150 pounds , but when released I weighed but ninety-eight pounds. I was soon furloughed home, where I remained 
about four months , and returning to Ohio, was discharged July 3, 1865. The years had strangely altered my appearance, and from being a 
strong and rugged boy, I found myself prematurely broken down, but proud that I had been permitted to do something for my country, 
and that the old flag waved in triumph over a restored Union.My residence, at the time of writing this sketch, is Libertyville, Lake County, 
Illinois. After the fall of Atlanta, Corporal Jared O. Blodgett, of Company G, obtained a furlough , and went by rail to Ackworth, Ga, to 
visit a brother in the 15th Illinois . Soon afterward Gen. Hood succeeded in reaching that point, and Blodgett became a prisoner of war."

From Myron J. Brown's Narrative: ** 
"My tent-mates at Florence were William Lewin , Michael Devlin , Eli Thayer and John Young , the latter a member of some 
Indiana regiment. The horror and suffering there were for me greater than at Andersonville. My greatest suffering was caused by 
exposure to the cold. I have spent day after day for many days trying to drive out the chill that had penetrated to the very centre of 
feeling, but trying in vain; and the intervening nights were passed walking the streets of the camp in the same fruitless effort to 
obtain relief from the chill of a South Carolina winter. 00 - 00 - h ! it makes me shiver to think of it. Many dug holes into the ground 
and made excavations beneath the surface in which to build fires, and to lie down in, with a hole at the top just large enough to 
admit of crawling out and in. The dwellers in these excavations did not much resemble human beings, when seen coming out of 
their holes. This mode of existence caused a new and mysterious disease among the prisoners, called "camp fever." Many 
died of it. Our tent had no case of it until near the end of our stay at Florence, when Eli Thayer became sick and exhibited 
symptoms of the strange and fatal fever. We were removed from Florence while he was sick, and the sick remained, the date 
being about the last of January, 1865. I never knew of Eli afterward." 
From Corporal Lewin's Narrative: ** 
"As we were about taking our departure from Florence , one or two comrades and myself conveyed Eli Thayer, of Company 
D, to his final resting place; and I can bear willing testimony that he was a brave and true soldier. As for myself, I can say I owe 
a debt of gratitude to all of my army comrades , for I feel that through them my life was saved, and I shall always have a warm place 
for them in my heart."

5
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The community and his large circle of friends in Boston and vicinity were shocked on-  
Saturday morning last to learn of the sudden death of Mr. Charles H. Thayer, which  

occurred at 12.30 a. m. at his cottage at the Point of Pines, of which resort he has been manager 
for many years. Death was caused by neuralgia of the heart. Mr.Thayer was apparently in 

excellent health and spirits Friday afternoon and evening. He was in Boston Friday 
evening and took tho last train for his home at the Pines. When he alighted 
from the train he stated to one of his employees that he was not feeling well 
and he hurried as rapidly as possible towards the cottage. He suffered 
intensely with neuralgia pains and his mother, Mrs. Ellen B. Thayer, who 
made her home with her son. was awakened and went to his 
assistance.She was unable to relieve him to any extent, however, and 
he died half an hour after midnight Medical Examiner. George 
Stedman want to the Pines and viewed the remains. Ho pronounced 
death due to heart disease. 

Charles H. Thayer was born in Boston, Jan 27, 1852. Ho was. therefore at the 
time of his death, slightly over 45 years of ago. Few men wore better known in 
and about the hub and as manager of Revere’s noted resort, the Point of Pines, he  
had become personally known to many of our townspeople and had a large number  
of warm personal friends In Revere. He has been identified with shore interests for  
so many years  that he had become a fixture and hardly a regular patron visited the  
Pines without making a brief call on the genial, whole hearted manager. 

“Charlie” Thayer, as he was called by his acquaintances in and out of business  
(singularly,  
both names were generally spoken, as if his impressive personally could not be denoted by  
“Charlie” only) was the pioneer theatre ticket office proprietor in Boston.and had an  
extended reputation for projecting and supervising many local theatrical enterprises of  
national and even International renown. He had been in his lifetime a new stand boy, an  
opera glass stand boy, a ticket office assistant, a professional comedian, noted as a player of characters In Dickens’ works, a theatre ticket office 
proprietor, a theatrical manager of so remarkable a combination as Edwin Booth and the older Salvini, a lecture manager. and the originator of 
the Hotel and Railroad News Company. 

In 1S74 Mr. Thayer took tho proprietorship of Powers’ Theatre ticket office at the Parker House. As half of the people of the city know, ho hold 
it at the time of his death In 1876 he went on the boards, placing with W. J. LeMoyne on the New England circuit in sketches from Charles 
Dickens works, and it is said that his “Micawber” w as the best of the time. For three years he travelled on the circuit. In “Little Emily,” 
Inspector Bucket in “Poor Joe,” “Baby” and other roles. His “Salem Scudder” performance was accounted a fine success. Those who remember 
him In those pieces, and especially as Micawber, say that if he had devoted his entire attention to tho stage he would have had a most successful 
career  

Mr. Thayer first become interested in Revere affairs when the Point of Pines was opened to tho public as a great summer resort and in 1881 he 
undertook its management. He had boon advertising agent for the establishment and the entire control of It went to him naturally, and he stayed 
in virtual control until his death. He made the place the finest resort on the coast and succeeded in bringing thousands upon thousands of 
people to our shores to view the many novel attractions, of which he was the originator. 

While Mr. Thayer never took an active part in political affairs, he become interested in many plans for Revere’s advancement. He was the 
original projector of the idea of lighting Revere’s streets by electricity and was one of the organizers of the first company known as the North 
Shore Electric Company. He remained in tho company only a short time after it first began business, but by his -activity and enterprise and. 
faculty for successful organization. Revere doubtless obtained electric light service several years before it would have, under other 
circumstances. 

Mr. Thayer was also an advocate of one or two other plans for improvements along Revere’s shores similar to the Boulevard that is now a 
realization and in the days of the Pines, greatest prosperity, he was always a heavy contributor to all worthy objects in this town. It was in 1884 or 
1885 that Mr. Thayer made his greatest reputation as a theatrical manager. He brought Edwin Booth and Alexander Salvini together at the 
Boston Theatre. The two played to enormous business. Tickets were $5 a piece.  

Before this stage achievement, Mr. Thayer established the well-known and important Hotel and Railroad News Company.

Charles Humphrey Thayer 
Circa 1882

Alessandro Salvini

Oscar W
ilde

Edwin Booth

6

A Cameo Appearance: Charles Humphrey Thayer
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Among other professional achievements wore the 
introduction in America of Strauss' famous orchestra; the 
management of a juvenile "Pinafore” company on tho 
road, and, in one respect, most notable, the direction of 
Oscar Wilde’s remarkable lecture in Boston. Mr Thayer 
paid Wilde for his lecture £1000 and expenses, tho largest 
price paid to any lecturer up to that date. 
Another of Mr. Thayer’s enterprises was the projection of 
the establishments now known as the Castle Square 
Theatre plant. He was concerned in many smaller business 
creations and transactions, so extensively that every 
business and theatrical man in New England and the 
principal cities of the country come to know the name of 
"Charlie” Thayer well.  

Mr. Thayer came to be accounted a fixture at tho Parker 
House. Ho stood out as a conspicuous character wherever 
he went. and persons who had never seen him were in tho 
habit of asking who that “big, ruddy-faced, genial looking 
man might be.” And when the name was given, the Inquirer 
was a kind of curiosity If he said lie had never hoard of 
“Charlie” Thayer-or, tho theatre ticket man 

Mr Thayer never married. He lived with his mother in No. 21 Cumberland Street, Boston. They went this summer to the Point of Pines, where 
Mr. Thayer had a cottage. Among his professional and other business acquaintances Mr Thayer was reputed to be a man of well developed 
executive ability, and keen foresight. He was in most respects a careful and hard-working, hard thinking manager. He had a peculiar method of 
going at little details and making them count as much as possible in the development of big results. He was known, by sight at least, as well as 
any business man in Boston. His personality w as distinctive. Mr Thayer was tall and broad and heavy. Fifteen years ago he weighed 260 pounds. 
He never stepped on scales since, and often stated that he didn't care to know how heavy he was. At the time of his death his weight was almost 
as much. Withal, he was robust, active and quick-witted, a man of brusque manner and remarkably sympathetic temperament. It has been said of 
him that he has cried over tho loss of a little pup. 

He was always square with his employees, and although he met, in his day, several notable business setbacks, he contrived, invariably to get in 
touch with prosperity again. Mr. Thayer was withal a modest man and never pushed his own personality into the foreground as is the case with so 
many managers of prominence, rather devoting his energies and all his advertising to the advancement of his business enterprises. He seldom 
had a photograph of himself taken, and the picture we print herewith was made from a photograph taken some fifteen years ago. 

The funeral services were held on Tuesday at noon, In the chapel at Forest Hills Cemetery and wore conducted by Rev. Geo. J. Prescott, rector 
of the Church of tho Good Shepherd, Boston. The chapel was filled with friends of the deceased, among them being many well known 
professional men. Tho body rested in a modest black broadcloth casket with silver trimmings. There were no pallbearers, tho casket being borne 
into the chapel by four of the attaches. Tho lid of the casket was hidden by floral emblems, while the pulpit was also surrounded by handsome 
offerings from friends. Among the principal pieces were a pillow of rest from Mr. Thayer’s mother, Mrs. Ellen B. Thayer; sweet 
peas and maidenhair fern from Mrs. H. L. Hanscome, standing cross from Eugene Tompkins, broken column from B. F Keith, 
bunch of roses from Mr. and Mrs. John R. Horne, together with pieces from Mrs. M. E. Upham, Frank Seabury. Thomas F. 
Galvin, H. B. Winnett, I. R. Griffin, Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Dutton, Frank W. Lodge. Mr. and Mrs. E. Whitcomb, J.J. Scully, B F. 
Albee, Chas. A. Schroeder, J. Thomas Baldwin. C J. Connell, Mr. and Mrs. N. Lothian, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Asher Hyneman, 
Geo. W. Wilson, B. G. Pearson, Mrs. Isabel Chaffee and Miss Mary E. Waite. The services were very brief and simple and 
there was no music. Among those at the chapel service were Mrs. Ellen B. Thayer, the sorrowing mother, who was 
accompanied by a nephew; Charles F. Atkinson, Lawrence McCarthy, Fred P. Bacon. E. F. Albee, P. B. S. Thayer, A. H. 
Dexter, Frank P. Stone, Ralph Blaisdoll, J. Thomas Baldwin, Frank W Lodge, Bank Commissioner Irving B. Sayles (several 
years treasurer of the Point of Pines), Quincy Kilby of the Boston Theatre, Col. Rufus Somerby and Mr. George W. 
Wilson, the well known actor. At the conclusion of the services all present were given a chance to look for 
one last time on the familiar face, and the lid was then replaced and the remains borne to the family lot, 
where Rev. Mr. Prescott offered prayer and the body was consigned to its last resting place. 
 - From Page 4 of Revere Journal, published in Revere, Massachusetts on Saturday, August 7th, 1897.
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Part II: Brothers in Arms - Corporal George E. Thayer

Corporal George E . Thayer . - Age 18 ; born in Lake County ,Il. ; farmer ; enlisted from Avon ; promoted to Corporal June 25 , 1864 
(two days before the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain); was wounded in the hand at the battle of Kennesaw Mountain , but did not leave 
the command ; was in hospital at Franklin, Tenn., one day , but never absent from the command at any other time ; took part in every 
engagement ; m.0. (mustered out) with Regiment ; is a prosperous farmer , and also works at his trade as a mason . P.O. address , 
Gage's Lake,Lake Co., Il .

Illinois 96th Regiment Volunteer Infantry, Company D
George (Gideon Stetson8, John7, Reuben6, Hezekiah5-4, Nathaniel3, Richard 2-1) THAYER
https://tinyurl.com/ybwmyjlm

Obituaries for their father, Gideon Stetson Thayer 

From a loose clipping, source unknown 2 May 1898 

Died Sunday, May 2nd, 1898, Gideon Thayer, aged nearly 87 years. He was among the earliest settlers of this country, coming here about sixty 
years ago. The Indians were here when his father and mother came with their family and took up the farm so long occupied by them, and their 
son Emerson's family. Mr. Thayer was a man of remarkable vigor, being able to walk many miles at a time within a year. He was social and 
pleasant, warm-hearted and friendly; all were glad to see him, and hear him talk over early days of the first settlers. His oldest son, Eli Thayer, 
was a prisoner in the horrible Andersonville prison, from which place he died [Errata]. Mr. Thayer leaves six sons and daughter; George, Frank, 
Rufus, Gideon, Henry and Erastus, and Mrs. Abigail Frazier, of Grayslake. The family was formerly from Belchertown, Mass. He leaves one 
sister, Mrs. Esther Shatswell, of Waukegan. Many of his old friends and neighbors attended the funeral, which was held at Sand Lake. Rev. S. A. 
Harris officiated at the funeral. The burial was in the family lot of the Sand Lake cemetery. 

From a loose clipping, source unknown 3 May 1898 

Gideon Thayer, an old resident of this county, died at his home near Sand Lake Sunday last and was buried Tuesday. He leaves a family 
of seven children, six boys: Erastus, George, Frank, Henry, Gideon and Rufus, the latter residing in Kansas; and one daughter. 
Deceased was in the 87th year of his life; a man of sterling integrity and worth, and we have yet to hear of an unkind word to his memory.

https://tinyurl.com/y9yvnhql
Page 446

Eunice Wheeler March 20, 1835, in Pelham, Mass. Source: https://tinyurl.com/y79kd285
Sarah M. Phillips First Second wife of Gideon Stetson Thayer. Marriage: 27 NOV 1836, Belchertown, Hampshire, Massachusetts

Sarah was the mother of all of Gideon's children:

*https://tinyurl.com/y752nopa

*

The following snips are from Memorial of the Thayer Name, by Bezaleel Thayer https://tinyurl.com/y785o6xe

S

37

Corp. George E. Thayer, age 84 
Golden Reunion of Waukegan Post 374  
August 28, 1928 
Photo courtesy of Bess Bower Dunn Museum of Lake County/Lake County Forest Preserves

8
SOURCE: https://tinyurl.com/yahy4zkq
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Charlie's Mysterious Visitor, P. B. S. Thayer
If you just read the story of Charlie Thayer's life, you may have noticed a familiar name at the chapel: P.B.S. Thayer. Charlie had no 
brothers (his only sibling,  Samuel Wheeler "Sammie" Thayer died at only 4 years of age). His only close living relative bearing the 
Thayer name at the time of his passing seems to be his mother, Ellen Barry Thayer. After an inquiry from the contributor of both of 
these stories, Stephen R. Wilk, some intriguing details emerged. 

Percy's middle initials "B.S." were never spelled out in any documentation found in research thus  
far. After looking at the names of his sons, I am certain that he was named in honor of Percy Bysshe 
Shelley, the famous Romanticist Poet and husband of Mary Godwin Shelley, who wrote a little 
book called Frankenstein. 

Stephen is writing a new book entitled Lost Wonderland, to be published October 2020, about the 
Wonderland Amusement Park that operated in Revere, Massachusetts from 1906 to 1910.This is sure to be 
of interest to all T.Q. readers.

9

From The Typographical Journal, July 1917, page 23:  

Percy B. S. Thayer, who was employed on the Boston Herald for about forty years, and who was s pensioner for one year, died 
Sunday, June 3, after a short illness. His remains were interred in the family lot in Wildwood cemetery, Win chester, Tuesday, June 
5.‘ The funeral services were held at the First Universalist church in West Somerville and were attended by a very large number of 
friends from every newspaper oflice in the city. The pallbearers were: President Edward M. Martin, Vice-President Maurice A. 
Adler, Treasurer Malcolm A. Knock, Trustee Robert J. Kane, William A. Ward, John Kinnure, James Pym and Assistant Secretary 
Thomas C. Stephen son. Mr. Thayer had been a continuous member for fifty-three years and ten months. He leaves a widow, Mrs. 
Nellie Thayer, and two sons, Percy E. and Shelley E., and a sister, Mrs. Joseph Elm, of Roslindalc. Percy B. S. Thayer was born in 
Charlestown, under the shadow of Bunker Hill monument, August 12, 1845. His parents were Daniel and Catherine Thayer, of 
Dresden Mills, Maine. At the age of eight he accompanied his family on a voyage to Rio de Janeiro, his father being captain of the 
vessel. On the return the vessel was wrecked on the coast of Cuba, but with out loss of life. After living in New York a few years, the 
family moved to Missouri, and at St. Louis young Thayer went into the printing business. The civil war broke out two years later, 
the elder Thayer going with General Siegel, and the young man worked a year on the gunboats that were built at Carondelet, a 
suburb of St. Louis. In 1863 he went to Washington, where the family was then located, and worked on the Chronicle during the 
latter part of the war. After that he went to New Orleans, still following his family, and stayed there till 1868, when he located in 
New York, working on the Herald. In 1871 he followed his family once more, and Boston was the destination this time. He found no 
place that suited him so well as Boston, and he was not long in getting work on the Boston Herald, under William J. Quinn. Here 
he was night foreman for twenty years, retiring to the proof room eventually. His activity in union politics was very pronounced. He 
held the oflice of president two terms, was secretary, treasurer, trustee, and was delegate to the International Typographical Union 
held in Boston in 1875 and 1893 at Washington. He was a member of the Franklin Typographical Society and three local printer 
benefit societies, as well as a member of Winter Hill lodge, A. O. U. W. 

Now you are still wondering, "why do we think he was named for the poet?" My logic is this: Percy B.S. Thayer had two sons across 
his two marriages, Percy and Shelley. They were also namesakes, each presumably taking one of his names. I wonder ... if he had 
had a third son, would he have been given the name Bysshe? It would be nice to see some definitive documentation, however my 
money is on the namesake poet. 

As to the other question of how they knew each other. That, to me, seems more simple. They were both successful men in their 
fields. Their paths would have certainly crossed via their shared business interests: Percy's in printing, and Charlie's, as a founder 
of the Hotel and Railroad News, in print distribution. 

No matter what the fine print could (or should) say, we do know they were related, through our shared ancestors.  
https://tinyurl.com/y8o6zv54

Percy Bysshe Shelley 

(NO RELATION TO THAYER) 

Percy B. S. (Daniel8, Charles7, Josiah6-5, Nathaniel4-3, Richard2-1) THAYER 
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    Thayer Volume IX Now Available!  
Volume IX has gone to press!  It has been preceded by 46 years of research and 
communication with hundreds of correspondents and contributors of information. 
Volume IX contains the genealogical and biographical information of over 3,500 
descendants of the brothers Ebenezer3 and Benjamin3 (Ferdinando2, Thomas1) 
THAYER, Plus, it contains the Ancestral Families of the Immigrant Thomas Thayer - 
back to about 1500 in Thornbury, Gloucestershire, England.  Nineteen generations of   
Thayers are included in 924 pages, with 355 photos & illustrations, & 26 Addendums! 

A Comprehensive Genealogy of the Thayer Family of America 
by Thayer Family Historian / Genealogist and Author Patricia Thayer Muno  

Volume IX, and still available Thayer Volumes I, II, IV-b, V, VI, VII (back ordered), and VIII: 

Instructions: Please include your present order and print clearly all information; also, please copy this form and send to 

others.  Please return this order form with your check or money order! Orders from outside of the U.S. should add 

appropriate additional postage ($45 to Canada).  In 2019, you now have a unique opportunity and may consider this as a 

Thayer family gift for your future generations; your children and their children’s children… Volume X soon to follow (2020!)   
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
Mailing address, or send to:___________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone # _________________________________  E-mail ___________________________________________________  

how      
many? 

    Description of now available Thayer volumes: cost Priority 
Postage

totals 

(Limited 

Supply) 

Vol I Thayer-Tayer-Theyer Families of Gloucester England 1500 –1660. (140 pp) 
Price reflects 1st edition printing. 

$50 $10 

Vol II Descendants of Nathaniel Thayer, Immigrant to America 1660. (292 pp) 
Price reflects 1st edition printing. 

$60 $10 

Vol IV-b The Thayer Families of West Virginia and Maryland Including the 
Ancestors and Descendants of Abel Thayer 1500-2016 (192 pp) 

$65 $10 

Vol V Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through 
His Grandsons Jonathan3 & Thomas3 (Ferdinando2, Thomas1). (812 pp) 

$130 $10 

Vol VI Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 - Through 
His Son Ferdinando and his Grandsons Samuel3 & Josiah3 (Ferdinando2) (681pp) 

$120 $10 

 Available
 

Vol VII Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through 
His Grandson Isaac and First Wife, Mercy Rockwood   (1041 pp).         
(Over 300 photos and illustrations and including 16 interesting addendums (2nd 
Printing available upon request - Pre-order now!) 

$137 $13 USA 

($45 to 

Canada) 

(Limited 
Supply) 

Vol VIII Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through 
His Grandson Isaac and 2nd Wife, Mary _____.  (976 pp). (Over 450 photos / 
illustrations and 19 interesting addendums.) 

$137 $13 USA 

($45 to 

Canada) 

NEW!! Vol IX Descendants of Thomas Thayer, Immigrant to America 1637 – Through 
His Grandsons Ebenezer3 and Benjamin3 (Ferdinando2) THAYER.  (924 pp), with 
355 Photos / illustrations and 26 interesting addendums. 

$137 $13 USA 

($45 to 

Canada) 

SPECIAL NOTE: Any grateful donations will go towards research, and future publishing costs;  Reprinting out-of-print Volumes           
(III and IV); Volumes yet to be published: ( X and XI ); and provide 2 complete sets of all volumes for the Library of Congress. 

       Grand Total of above $  ________________ 
Make check or money order payable to Patricia Thayer Muno. Please send this completed form and payment to:        

Patricia Thayer Muno  3618 N. 225 E. North Ogden, Utah 84414     (triciamuno@aol.com)  Editor’s cell: (801) 675-9262.         

21  Nov 2019    2019 BookOrderformForIX.doc.docx 
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TFA Membership Form

Annual Dues, New Member & Member Renewal Form 
Please enter desired options: 
Annual Dues: $20.00 Single Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Annual Dues: $30.00 Family Membership: ________ Renewal: ________ 
Please note: A family membership consists of two adults of the same household (husband and wife; sisters and or 
brothers; or any combination of two persons. If you wish to pay dues for more than one year, just multiply the 
amount times the number of years chosen. Fill out the following and return this application form with your dues 
as indicated above. 
First member full name:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Second family member full name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Number of years desired:__________ x Appropriate Annual Fee ($20 or $30) = Total:___________________________________ 
Most recent Thayer connection: _________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:______________________________ 
Earliest known Thayer ancestor:__________________________________________________ birth & death dates if known:_____________________________ 
Full Name(s) to appear on Mailings:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: Number & Street:__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, _________________________________State:______________Country, ___________ZIP Code/Postal Code:________ 
Telephone number: (_________)_______________-__________________________ 
Are you able to receive, open, and read downloaded files using PDF format? Yes_____ No_____ 
Thayer Quarterly newsletter preference: via Email (PDF format): __ _ _ _ _ _ _ via Snail Mail (booklet):_________ 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
If new member, how did you hear about TFA (include referring person if applicable): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have any special talents or interests that would benefit the TFA?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail this completed form, plus your check payable 
to Thayer Families Association at the following address: 
THAYER FAMILIES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
c/o Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

Managing Your Preferences

We will include your information only with your consent. By checking boxes 
below, you are consenting to provide your contact information to other 
participating TFA Members: 

First and Last Name(s) 
Mailing Address 
Home Phone Number 
Mobile Phone Number 

Email Address 
No thanks, I do not wish to participate in a TFA Membership Directory 

* Note: if published online, the Membership Directory will be password-
protected.

Please complete this form with information as you would like it to appear in the TFA Membership Directory, which will be 
published annually, and made available to participating TFA members.who have provided their information. This membership 
directory is strictly for use by TFA members for the purpose of contacting other members for socialization, for sharing of 
genealogical research and to establish closer family relationships with other Thayer families. This directory should not be shared or 
forwarded to any non member or be used to solicit business or personal fundraising.   

Indicate if you are a New Single Member, New Family Member, 
or Renewal Member, and enclose appropriate check or money order payable to the 
Association at the address on the bottom of this form.

We would like to provide the future opportunity for members to 
contact each other via a Membership Directory. This is to be a listing 
of all members of the Thayer Families Association, Inc,, aka TFA, (a 
Massachusetts corporation), made available only to participating 
individual TFA members, .and would be published on an annual 
basis.*This directory will not be shared by the TFA with other 
organizations. Member use is limited to contact for the purpose of 
genealogical questions or member socialization. You can select 
which information you wish displayed. Please note: you have the 
ability to change or update your information at any time via the 
TFA's website (www.thayerfamilies.org), by email to 
webmaster@thayerfamilies.org, or by snail mail to TFA, 1327 
Lavanham Court, Apopka, FL 32712-3069. For updates to take 
effect, please allow 24-48 hours for email confirmation, and 5-7 
business days for mailed confirmation.

From The Board of Directors
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THE THAYER QUARTERLY                                  
1327 Lavanham Court                                                
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069

For all general business with the TFA, please contact 
our TFA Secretary: 

Nancy L. Thayer 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 
Email: secretary@thayerfamilies.org 

For genealogical queries, or to find a Family 
Representative of a particular family, please write (and 
include an SASE for written reply): 

Patricia Thayer Muno 
Thayer Family Historian 
3618 North 225 East 
North Ogden, UT 84414-2762 
Email: TriciaMuno@aol.com 

The Thayer Quarterly © (Copyright all rights reserved.) is 
the official newsletter of the Thayer Families Association, Inc. 
Article selection and editorial is at the discretion of the 
Editor and may not reflect views of the TFA, its Officers, 
Directors, or members. All materials published in the Thayer 
Quarterly will become the property of the Thayer Families 
Association, Inc., and any further disbursing will be at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors of the Thayer Families 
Association, and/or the original author. 
Issues are mailed the first week of the month as follows: 
Winter (Dec); Spring (Mar); Summer (Jun); Fall (Sep). Back 

issues are available from 1993 to present in electronic PDF format. Cost is 
$5.00 each for members, $10.00 each for nonmembers, checks only, 
payable to TFA. 
TFA 
1327 Lavanham Court  
Apopka,  FL 32712-3069 

ARTICLE SUBMISSION: Your articles, letters to 
the editor, and comments regarding content are vital to the TQ. 
Photographs with a light background are appreciated, and can be 
returned, undamaged, if requested. Digital photos sent via email 
are also welcome. Send typed articles to the TFA address or email 
the Editor with an attached file containing the article. Articles and 
submissions may be edited, respectfully, for length and readability. 
Please provide sources, if applicable. Any topics that are of general 
interest to members are encouraged, and articles written by the 
Editor at your suggestion or from material you provide, will be 
credited to you. 

Now collecting your stories, photographs, recipes and treasured 
memories for our Autumn issue. Children encouraged to send their 
stories, projects and artwork! Deadline for submission is Aug.  31, 
2020. Please send via email to the editor: editor@thayerfamilies.org

Contacting Your TFA

Join us on Facebook 
Thayer Families Association




